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CONDITIONS AND POLITICS IN OCCUPIED WESTERN EUROPE 1940 - 1945 


PART SIX. 1945, SECTION A 
(Belgium, Denmark, European General Files and France) 


Selected from PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE CLASS FO 371 
(General Correspondence. Political) 


The reel numbering of the whole Series is continuous. 

Part One (1940) appears on Reels 1-12, Part Two (1941) on 
Reels 13-39, Part Three (1942) on Reels 40-63, Part Four 
(1943) on Reels 64-95. Section A of Part Five (1944) is 

on Reels 96-122 and Section B of Part Five (1944) on Reels 
123-142. Section A of Part Six (1945) is on Reels 143-162. 
Section B of Part Six (1945) is on Reels 163-183 and includes 
the files on Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Vatican. 


CONTENTS OF PART SIX, 1945, SECTION A 


FILE NO. DESCRIPTION 


REEL 143 

BELGIUM 1945 48974 Political and economic 

Western Situation in Belgium: 

Department Franco-Belgian relations: 
Communist activities. 

48975 Political and economic 

situation in Belgium: 
Franco=-Belgian relations: 
Communist activities. 

REEL 144 

BELGIUM 1945 48976 Political and economic 

Western situation in Belgium: 

Department Franco-Belgian relations: 


Communist activities. 


BELGIUM 1945 


Western 
Department 


REEL 145 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


REEL 144 (cont.) 


48977 


48978 


48994 


47221 


47222 


47223 


47224 


47225 


DESCRIPTION 


Political and economic 
situation in Belgium: 
Franco-Belgian relations: 
Communist activities. 


Political and economic 
situation in Belgium: 
Franco=-Belgian relations: 
Communist activities. 


Purge of collaborators in 
Belgium. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration: Soviet 
operations in Denmark: 
future of Bornholm. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration: Soviet 
operations in Denmark; 
future of Bornholm. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 

Administration: Soviet 
operations in Denmark: 
future of Bornholm. 


REEL 146 (cont.) 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


REEL 147 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


47226 


47227 


47235 


47236 


47237 


47238 


DESCRIPTION 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration: Soviet 
operations in Denmark: 
future of Bornholm. 


Liberation of Denmark: 
Danish Civil Affairs 
Administration: Soviet 
operations in Denmark: 
future of Bornholm. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


ee 


REEL 148 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


47239 


47240 


47241 


47242 


47243 


DESCRIPTION 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


Political and economic 
situation in Denmark: 
Danish Freedom Council: 
Danish request for 
recognition as an ally. 


REEL 149 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


REEL 150 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


FILE NO. 


47244 


47245 


47246 


47253 


47273 


47274 


47275 


47283. 


47285 


47288 


DESCRIPTION 


Summaries of reports and 
comments published in the 
Danish Press. 


Summaries of reports and 
comments published in the 
Danish Press: political and 
economic situation. 


BBC broadcasts to Denmark. 


North Region Intelligence 
Reviews = Denmark. 


Position of the Danish 
minority in South Schleswig. 


Position of the Danish 
minority in South Schleswig. 


Position of the Danish 
minority in South Schleswig. 


~AY 


Danish underground press. 


Royal Air Force raid on 
Gestapo Headquarters at 
Copenhagen. 


Message from Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to 
Danish paper "Frit Danmark", 


REEL _150 (cont.) 
DENMARK 1945 
Northern 
Department 


REEL 151 
EUROPEAN 
GENERAL 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 152 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 153 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


49032 


49033 


49044 


49045 


49071 


49072 


49073 


49074 


49075 


DESCRIPTION 


Control of enemy property 
in.Denmark: punishment of 
collaborators. 


Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Expeditionary Force: food 
situation in Belgium and the 
Netherlands. 


Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Expeditionary Force: food 
situation in Belgium and the 
Netherlands. 


British propaganda to Europe. 


Appointment of Political 
Advisers to Supreme Commander 
Allied Expeditionary Force. 


Political and economic 
situation in France, 


Political and economic 
situation in France, 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


ae 
” 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


REEL 153 (cont.) 


FRANCE 1945 


Western 
Department | 


REEL 154 


FRANCE 1945 


Western 
Department 


REEL 155 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 156 

FRANCE 1945 

Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49076 


49077 


49078 
49079 
49092 


49093 


49094 
49095 


49096 


49097 


DESCRIPTION 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


Political and economic 
situation in France: French 
elections. 


French press: comments and 
reports. 


French press: comments and 
reports. 


French press: comments and 
reports. 


French press: comments and 
reports. 


Internal situation: Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force: Mission Progress 

Reports. 


Internal situation: Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force: Mission Progress 
Reports. . 


FILE NO. DESCRIPTION 


REEL 156 (cont.) 


FRANCE 1945 49098 Internal situation: Supreme 
Western Headquarters Allied 
Department Expeditionary Force: Mission 


Progress Reports. 


49099 Internal situation: Supreme 
Headquarters Allied 
Expeditionary Force: Mission 
Progress Reports. 


REEL 157 


FRANCE 1945 49100 Supplies for France: 
Western allocation of shipping to 
Department | meet demands: minutes of 


meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


49101 Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


49102 Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 


\ 
W 


\ meetings of Four Party 


Committee held in Paris. 


REEL 158 

FRANCE 1945 49103 Supplies for France: 
Western allocation of shipping to 
Department meet demands: minutes of 


meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


49104 Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


REEL 158 (cont.) 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 159 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49105 


49106 


49107 


49108 


49109 


49110 


DESCRIPTION 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France; 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


RE ts — 
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REEL 160 


FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


REEL 161 


FRANCE 1945 


Western 
Department 


FILE NO, 


49111 


49112 


49113 


49114 


49139 


49140 


49141 


DESCRIPTION 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Supplies for France: 
allocation of shipping to 
meet demands: minutes of 
meetings of Four Party 
Committee held in Paris. 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities. 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities. 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 
and Vichy authorities. 


REEL 162 
FRANCE 1945 
Western 
Department 


FILE NO. 


49142 


49143 


49144 


49145 


49146 


DESCRIPTION 


Purge in France; arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities, 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities. 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities. 


Purge in France: arrest 
and trial of collaborators: 
alleged 1940 negotiations 
between H.M. Government 

and Vichy authorities. 


Conflict between French 
Governmental authority and 
the Resistance Movement. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


This collection of original documents, each annotated 

with commentary by the British Foreign Office, provides 

a unique documentary source for the study of the war in 
Europe and the diplomatic and propagandist strategy of the 
Foreign Office. 


Part 6, Section A, begins the final part of a major programme 
making available the most significant files from the Public 
Record Office FO 371, relating to conditions and politics 

in Occupied Western Europe in 1945. Already published are 
Part 1, dealing with files from 1940, Part 2 with 1941, Part 
3 with 1942, Part 4 with 1943 and Part 5, Sections A and B 
with 1944, 


Part 6, like Part 5, has been split into two sections. 
Section A contains 77 files on Belgium, Denmark, General 
Europe and France, and Section B contains 113 files on 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the Vatican. Together the two sections 
document in detail the state of Europe as Hitler's Third 
Reich collapsed and the allied nations prepared to redraw 
the map. 


In all cases complete files have been filmed. The general 
condition of the files is good but there are occasions when 
very poor duplicated copies or manuscript notes have been 
difficult to reproduce. Every care has been taken and the best 
possible image obtained. 
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L 1712449 


2 NOV 1945 | 
FRANCE Wiis! 3 


- P ivate trade 9Stweenr he nitec Kingdom and 
peri Frances | 
. Number 7) 12449/103/17 | - a 


FROM .. . Refers to Mr. Simpson's letter of the | 
Mr+ Holford Strevens | Slst October (Z 11746/103/17). Comments on 


Yepartment of special case of Bordeaux but considers whole 
OVer seas ade Position of supplies through French posts 

to Mrs Simpson _ should be investigated. Lack of sterling is 
wees th Nov. 1945 deterrent to expansion of imports, 

Received | into France from the United Kingdom. 


in Registry \6th Nov-.1945 


lll, ll 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


) CW ) 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


flies should be addressed 
We Comperolier-General, 


b < - a 
be, > Pd 
i Aa 
. e reference 


Advantage, am London 


An 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


HAWKINS HOUSE, DOLPHIN SQUARE 
GROSVENOR ROAD, LONDON, S.W.! 


oth November, 1945. 


Dear Simpson, 7 Tw inhc 


Your letter of the 3glst October about Bordeaux. 
It may be that there is a special case for considering 
Bordeaux seperately on grounds of necessity to counter 
U.S. activity iin a port area which has looked to the 
west for its supplies. There is, too, an abvious 
need to keep our commercial prestige up in an area which 
is the centre of the wine market and an important 
market for certain colonial products, e.g. rum,vanilla, 
cane sugare 


But I think we ought to look at the question as 
& whole for France’ ahd consider,also, what is the 
position at Marseilles,lyons, Lille and Havre. 


In any case, we need Mr.Fraser's views first - 
there has been some correspondence with the D.0.T.about 
this liaison with the Consular Officers —- I will look 
into this and after consulting E.Section and my chiefs 
I will write to you again. 


At present, of course, the lack of sterling is 
a deterrent to expansion af imports into France from 
the United Kingdom, but this is no reason for delay 
in putting into order our machinery for gathering 


/comercial 


FeLe Simpson, Esa., 
Foreign Office. 


commercial intelligence and renewing our contacts. 


K vAMES 
I am copying to Mrs.Caxmichsael, Board of Trade. 


Yours sincerely, 


IH} Seow 


(E.J.Holford-Strevens) . 
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ast Paper. 


> 124UG. 


References. 


(How disposed, of.) 


Lere> Moke 


€ CYPHER] 2 ce Fe. DEPARTMENTAL No. 1 


FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Duff Cooper | D 6.7 pm 6th November 


6th November 1945 R.6.20 pm oth Ye 


Following for Welch, Board of Trade from Fraser. 


At a lunch arranged at his ogn request the Minister of 
Finance asked the Ambassador yesterday what could be done to 
increase our imports of French products, including luxuries. 
After discussions the Ambassador advised M. Pleven that the best 
thing was to get on with what was now in hand and speed up 
discussions in London on de Sailly's list. It is not clear 
how much has been reported to M. Pleven by his officials; but 
mention was made of decision to admit small quantities of 
luxury or semi-luxury goods and of our proposals regarding wine 
and steel scrap. i1t was hinted to M. Pleven that a good many 
difficulties that arise during discussions come from the French 
Side and there are objections or reluctances of one kind or 
another on the part of some, at any rate of sellers. M. Pleven 
was also told that it was of no use trying to sell us perfume 
at present: we presume this is still the case. 


If he continues in the Ministry, a point which M.Pleven 
seemed by no means anxious, he may possibly ask for discussions 
on these matters to be transferred from London to Paris. Perhaps 
you will think this over. 


M. Pleven reacted favourably to the suggestion that after 
the new Government has been formed he or his successor should 
pay a visit to London in order to discuss the situation with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and President of the Board of Trade. 


The reverse side of the picture was not touched on yesterday 
except in the most general way; but we are keeping it constantly 
before officials of the Ministry of National Economy. 


Perhaps you will copy this to Ellis-Rees reference Waley's 
telegram 15 Remac. 


[ Copies sent to the Board of Trade for Mr. Welch and to 
Mr. Ellis-Rees, Treasury |]. 
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Following for Welch, Board of Trade from Fraser, 


, At a lunch arranged at his request the Minister of 
yinanse asked She eget ye ortey me ooals be a 
rease our imports of Frenc prepay 8 paing . 
After discussions the Ambassador advised M, Pleven t the best 

thing was to get on with what was now in hand and speed up 
discussions in London on de Sailly’s list. It is not clear 
how much has been reported to M. Pleven by his officials; but 
mention was made of decision to admit small quantities 

l or semieluxury goods and of our Sals regarding wine 
and steel scrap. It was hinted to M, Pleven that a good many 
difficulties that arise during discussions come from the French 
side and there are objections or reluctances of one kind or 
another on the part of some, at any rate of sellers. MM, Pleven 
was also told that it was of no use to sell us perfume 
at present: we presume this i still the case, 


If he continues in the Ministry, a point on which li, Pleven 
Seemed by no means anxious, he may poest ly ask for discussions 
on these matters to be transferred from London to Paris. Perhaps 
you will think this over, 


M. Pleven reacted favourably to the suggestion that after 
the new Government has been formed he or his successor should 
pay a yisit to London in order to discuss the situation with the 

hancellor of the Exchequer and President of the Board of Trade. 


The reverse side of the picture was not touched on yesterday 
except in the most general way; but we are keeping it constantly 
before officials of the Ministry of National Economy, 


Perhaps you will copy this to Ellis-Rees reference Waley's 
telegram 15 Remac, 


[Copies sent to the Board gf Trade for Mr. Welch and to 
Mr. Ellis-Rees, Treasury. 
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reference, 


Refers to Sir A,Rumbold's letter of 3rd‘ 
November.(Z 12143/103/17) which has been passed 
to Bgsstchnell, British member of Executive Board 


Copied neesipts of letter under 


Last Paper. 
212423 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


Minutes. 


7 1250 


Pe a 
ad MINISTRY OF WAR TRANSPORT, 


fs, 


“ 9 ‘es Ta > 
ut ek ‘ 
Our Reference _ FSR, Pa, 62/64 . 


Your Reference 


Sth November, 1945, 
A NAV 1045) 


\ 
Dear Rumbold, 


Thank you for your letter Z.12143/103/17 
of the 3rd November about deliveries. of German 


coal to France, I have passed it on to 
iell, the British Member of the Executive 
Board o ITO,in order that he may take the 


matter uD. 


I am sending copies to the recipients of 
your letter, 


Yours sincerely, 
PD tk, 


P,A, Brunt. 


Sir Anthony Rumbold, 
Foreign Office 
Downing Street, 


a8 Wagon 
decupation of Railway Directorate | 
Is asking B.A.O.R. for a report. however Difficulty 
seems to be due to French failure to balance 
Waggon on interchange. 


Last Paper. 


212498 


References. 


123923, 


Tel. No: ViCtoria 6622 Ext 311 IMPORTANT 


as oN — = — Ew ee SS Vw 


The War Office, Sn. 
Metropole Buildings, se 
Northumberland Avenue, eae 
London, W.C.2. 


5 Nov 45. 


8 NOV 1045 


Thank you for your letter Z 12143/103/17 of 3 Nov 45. 


I hardly think that it would be appropriate to send a directive 
to the British Army of the Rhine instructing them to give high priority to 
wagon repair and improved turnround, as these two matters have been two of 
the principal occupations of the Railway Directorate of the British Army of 
the Rhine for some months. I am, however, asking B,A.O.R. for a report 
on the various points raised. 


From the information available here it is believed that the main: 
. difficulty is caused by the French failure to balance wagons on interchange. 
If it is a fact that there were an adverse balance from the British Zone 
to France of no less than seven thousand (7,000) wagons in a fortnight, it 
is scarcely surprising that the French are not getting their coal. | 


You will appreciate that B.A.O.R. will only be in a position to 
report the situation within the British Zone. So far as I know an 
accurate record is kept at all interchange points with the British Zone 
and the figures have not been disputed. 


oun Sania 
a 


A. Rumbold, Esa.;, 
Foreign Office, 
S.Wete 


Copy to: Miss Stevens (Ministry of Production) 
H.B. Ripman, Esq. pmerprt War office) 
P.A. Brunt, Esq.,(Ministry of War Transport) 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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(EN CLAIR} SPECIAL (ECONQMIC SUPPLY ‘AND RELIEF) 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


No. 2740. SAVING. 13th November, 1945. 


66666 


Your jolegren Nod 1235 [of October 27th: shortfall 
in deliveries France of German coal]. 


Matter has been taken up here with &.C.I.T.O. and 
War Office. 


2. War Office feel it would not be appro be of 


ss send B.A.O.R. directive proposed in paragra 
Rae under reference since meen 5 rene 

eeeved urnround have been two of the 

occupations of the agg Directorate o a OR. 

for some months. Office are, Bh asking 

B.A.O.R. for a report on the various points raise 

The substance of your tele has also been communicated 

to the British representa on the &.C.1I.T.O. for 

such action as he may be able to take. 


Fg 


aa November 


1945. 
in it Tagitry bth November 


1945. 
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~ Repeated Brussels, Hague, Waehin 


Refers to Foreign Office letter 


ted inthat month, ~— 


Tt 


: 
‘Gives amendment to Paris 507 Saving and. 


gives figures for quantities of food and agricultural — 
requirements imp 
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0:0:0:0 
Reference Foreign Office letter Z. ibs/ - 'G/e 


The words in brackets under the scanty ioauinds OF THE 
NATIONAL IMPORT PROGRAMME" in our Fortnightly Economic Report 


Noe 8 despatched to London as No. 507 Saving of the Srd October, 
1945, should read "(disregarding coal and P.0.L.)". 


2e The mon figures for imports given in paragraph 19 


— the following quantities of food and agrialtural weenie 
ments := 


Prior to lst Jamary, 1945 - Nil. 


Food Agriculturel Require- 
Tons ments (Geog Ze cattle 
feed, fertilisers) 
tons 


of German coke. | ; 
ae wCopied Sir A. Rumbold, Brigadier summer, 


- 


ee... Wth Wov.19i5. 


1, 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


7 (25 


ferences. 


ZA pars 


Ae SR 


(Print.) 


How disposed of.) 


I believe you have had copies of ‘nmbeld's 
letter to Simmer and Drmt about the short fall 
in deliveries of seman coal to "rancee As you 
mow, the smae thin, has beon happenin, in 
camection witli cunpiies of coke fram vere 
to Lamenmburg and I fully omiorse ‘usbela’s 
statemant that the effeut ai the short fall in 
both countries is « very seriow matter. In 
the cape of iamesbur;; there is the practical 

that without supplhics of Genam coke 
Gemaany is by far the major source of supply of 
metallurcical cole far Lawanburg), the 
lamenburg steel industry, which is ossential to 
that small country's coonag, camot function, 
ani what io mote, we'are quirsclves hopin, te 
import fraa lamasburg considerable quantities 
of seniefiniccd steel goals for wihibh the aly 
alternative source is the (mited Jtates. 
I Sanetone fully enderse ‘“esbeld's hope that 
whe * be taken to secure the 
¥ sof the Fuld scabion af” “eran colid 
gos to the countries] ooncermed. 


/, al end letter to «usbold, 


men, Brunt and “Uatok Griffith, 


oo NAV IGA Re ra over, 
Hale Ripa, Qe = hin a 


Dated 7th Nov,1945.- 
Received 
in Regisiry } 9th Nov,1945 


~- 


ch imports from the United States of America, 


Attacks a statement showhng.the 
osition of French procurement in the United States 
f America up to the end of September 1945, together 
ith a list of shipments from the U.S.A.\to France: 
p to the same date. The figures are taken from 
tatements received from the. British Civil Secretariat, 
ashington. | 
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(THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPER 


CONFIDENT LAL 
SLAO (FR) (4.5) 8). 
1st NOVEMBER, 1945 


CABINET 


OFFICIAL COMMITTEE ON SUFLZLY QUESTIONS 
IN LIBERATED AND CONQUERED AREAS. 


— — —_— 


FRENCH SUB-COMMITTEE 


The attached statement shows the position of French procurement in 
the United States up to the end of September 1945; together with shipments 
from the U.S.A. to France up to the same date, excluding tobacco, wool 
from the United Kingdom stockpile, Canadian wheat, and relief goods 
from any source, 


The figures are taken from several statements received from the 
British Civil Secretariat, Washington. Columns 2 to 4 cover Lend- 
Lease and cash procurement; column 5 shows contracts placed for cash 
purchases; and column 6 shows shipments. The full statements are 
with the Secretariat and available for Departments to see. 


(Signed) A.D. Stevens 


Ministry of Production, 
Great George Street, S.Wele 
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Argentine meat for France, 


Copy of Ministry of Food telegram to, Buenos 


FROM __. Aires Grub X3470 5/9/11 stating that it is 
| Ministry-of Food unlikely that supply position will make it 
| No. communicated, possible for any meat to be supplied from 
Argentine to France in fourth quarter of 1945. 
! io. Discusses 1946 allocation of Argentine meat for 
; CCELV ’ ’ 
P of Registry? ae MOVs 1939 " | 
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COPY OF CABLE TO idINISTRY OF FO 
ATED ~~ 1 ok o 


Fil 769 


Your Grub 3676.  ¥Fil/890. 

It is very unlikely that our supply position will make it 
possible for any meat to be supplied from Argentine to Prance in 
fourth quarter this year. 

As regards 1946 the position is that 10% of Argentine's supplies 
may be allocated by C.I*.B. to France but on other hand it is possible 
that having regard to allocations to «‘rance from other sources the 
full 10% may not be allocated. The matter must await outcome. of 
C.F.B. discussions now proceeding. Meantime you can regard 10% 
as being in all probability the maximum for 1946. 
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y of telegram to Buenos Aires GRUB X 3471. 
orts that a Captain Bur, late of’ the — 
ench Ministry of Agriculture in Paris, left that: 
Ministry hurriedly in June, an now attached 
himself to the. French Buying sion in South 
erica. As his capacity seems to be completely 
unofficial, it is suggested that he be treated 


accordingly, and dealings with him should be. 
13th November| avoided. 
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CABLE OUT 


OF CABLES TO MINIST RY OF FOOD REPRESENTATIVES | 
BUENOS AIRES DATED 10-11-45. — a TIVES 


-_ GRUB xX 3471 


: 
> 


4, We have heard that a Captain Bur, with whom we had some 
dealings in the Autumn of 494 when he was in the Prench 
“Ministry of Agrietilture in Paris, Left that Ministry somewhat 
hurriedly in June last. He is now said to me in gouth America 
where he has Sbbarently attached himself to the French Buying 


Mi ssi ON e 


2e As it appesrs that his attachment is quite unofficial, we 


suggest that any approaches by this gentleman should be treated 


accordingly and that any dealings with him should be avcided.e. 


; Mre Harwood : : | ; 
MYe HeSeEe Turner WWreakse se Sa 


° : Mre NeReie Harrison : 
Mre JeE.-Wall. Ma SS Vemteandien. 
Mre JeGw Gordiner ' 


Mre S-He Moore 
Mre LeEe Randall 
Mre Ee Jones Parry 
Mre Amos (ne 
Lek. Registry —_ 
Miss Hobley , | 


Mre Harold Jones 
M%e BReard 7 12681 rt 


Mr. Peacock i 
Mre Suthexland Iz 

: “Mr. Farquharson LA | 
Mr. J... Knight WV IBAK | 


AOeitel5. O«S- MKe 14-30- 
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Gially or unoffic 
Buying Mission in South 


Yours CvVGr’s 


Western Department. 


The Chancery, 
British Entbbassy , 
Paris, 
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Covers Coal; Food and Agriculture; 

Progress of National Import programme; 
Transports Industrial sittation; Overseas Trade 
Prices; Wages; Finance; Double taxation; 
Reconstruction; Civil Aviation and Housing. 
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(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No. 


y ae 
from /a......... TERRES COV eh dated 


(No. AYA S.J / n/[US 


(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


712720] 


ae tad 


ie, 567 SAVIN 


| ‘Uth November, 1945. ReheO Petts’ LAth November, 1945; 


Repeated to His Majesty's Consular Posts in France No. 72 
| . Circular Saving. 


| é TEN CLAIR) 


TTTTT 
COMPLY ) 
Fortnightly Economie Report No, 10. 


COAle 


1. Output in Franes,like output throughout North-West 
ing up and reached 836,509 tons, or 68% of 1938, 
The number of men employed 


2 As the Ameriean strike is over, shi 
again and arrivals from the 15th November to i5th Deeember 
are promised by the Americans, up to a total of 569,500 tons. 


3. The great difficulty is still port accommodation and 
inland distribution. It was reeommended to the Freneh authorities 
that high priority should be given to port and transport questions; 

jain difficulties have novennes which we ge) not 
r @ a 


» 


without it. Regional and national Unions of agricultural experts 
are to be oS 0a Se SS ee eee Se See 
"“eapable of giving a impetus and economic foundation to 
Freneh serieah ves". w The Unions will concern themselves with 
imports and exports, and may set up ageneies abroad. 3 


a. socual Oréiecnes hes been fuse with-o view 40 
assuring a better yield from farms and stabilising the position 
of the farmer. It guarantces to the good farmer that his lease 
will be automatically renewed and states that his right to renewal 
can:only be abrogated for “grave ve and legitimate reasons". A 


special fund fed by farmers’ subscriptions is to be set up | 

for the improvement of rural habitations, and in order to encourage 
farmers to carry out basic improvements on their holdings the 
Government guarantees full compensation. A right of pre~ 

emption guarantees to the grower the eventual possibility Ss 
becoming the owner of his holding. 


7e The third Ordinance is intended to cheek the novement 

from the country to industrial centres. Special financial 
concessions will be given to returning prisoners and deportees who 
wish to go baek on the land. The aim is stated to be "to 
stabilise on the land labour which is becoming more and more 
S@aree, aNd.ecee» tO raise the social and moral status a. 
agricultural workers by improving their standard of livi 

It seems that returning prisoners and others are finding 

value of their farms much depreciated through want of thou and 
attention during the war years and they have not the financial 
means to put them baek in good order. Farmers will therefore 

be helped to get on their feet again by means of loans on 
specially advantageous terms. The scheme also applies to 
returning prisoners and others who were not formerly engaged in 
agriculture; to youngfarmuers who neant to buy a holding before 
they were mobilised; to former agricultural workers, particularly 

‘those who have been in charge of small German farms; and to 
agricultural workmen. — 


_ PROGRESS OF THE NATIONAL 1} MPORT PROGRAMME 


8 Whereas maritime imports of general civil cargo, excluding 
coal and P.0.Le, amounted in August to O70, 836 tons, they dropped 
in September to 585,583 tons. The maritime coal imports rose, 
however, from 215, tons in August to 49,6 tons ‘in September, 
so that the total for and | rgo together rose from 
986,654 in August to 1,035,257 toms in September. The total 
received against the Months" In Programme, ets 
coal and P.O.le, up to the end of September amounted to 3,010, 
tons. Lack of cargo availabilities for egcnse Syed been cited, 

- temaatis a8, the reason for the drop in general cargo imports 
during 8 yteuber. 
Ye It. 1s anticipated that by the end of the year the Freneh 
/ports 


~ A —_—_ 
” 


ports will be capable of recciving xing gators) and coal imports 
at the rate of 2,000,000 tons a which approximstes 
to their pre-war average. The shief” limiting factor on imports, 
however, apart from financial considerations, especially where 
the U.S.Ae and Canada are concerned, will be inland transport. 
facilities for clearance. : 


TRANSPORT 


‘0. During the week October 13th to October 194m, 183,952 
wagons were loaded, including 20,010 miJitary, . The number of 
loaded wa entering France amounted to 12,010, including 
6,721. military. Thus the number of wagons hauled was 195,962. 
This ineludes 26,731 military, 13-6 of the total as red 
with 13.7% in the previous week, During the same = oa total 
number of locomotives in working order and under re 
awaiting repair in Franee amounted to 12,895 stean Sadt-edine 
993 U.S.A. and Allied) and 746 cleetrie. (Those 

(os and pader repair or ewaiting repair amount ed 
© 12,895 steam (including 993 U.S.A. and Altied) and ag ppanetates | 
Those in working order numbered 7,962 steam natn orem Sages 

UeSeA- and Allied) and 592 eleetrie. A entory of the 
28th September, 191.5, showed 317,087 wagons ae of all natiemalities 
in France, including 37,880 — or beyond repair. On 
October 15th, 1945, the total SNCF steck of coal amounted to 
319,903 tons, which is sufficient for 1, days" operations at a 
daily consumption of 22,180 tons. 


INDUSTRIAL SITUATION 


ll. Apart from grave doubts as to the possibility. of 
pgp oes ye | the present level of ae MG owing to the suspension 
paents from or ehice bine ugh lack of » industry 

contimues about the same. blast furnaces hare "been blown 
in again and the produetion of steel was considerably higher 
in Mal than in August,despite a reduetion in supplies of coke 
during the month, ‘The engineering industry is short of raw 
material and coal and has been: her interrupted in the Paris 
area by the cutting off of current at intervals through the day 

y other parts of France measure made nce r by the 

mn Julsh hes resulted in atnaggslly. low, is09 “an ¢ 
eleotric dams in the south. Textile production app to be 
ne orennaireiaaaed and chemical aa is | 


trade. fi for Boop ge almost doubled those 
paynents on cainereial 


13. No further progress is reported on the Monndt diseussions 
a 3 /vegarding 


“disdiidn 


regarding a credit to Franee and they sraeer 69 be wat for the 
results of the Anglo-American conversations, 

from a rt ble official that the Freneh are 

little . with the Ancricans who eee be 

talks questions sueh as the of briar t 

and the mle a of Ancriean filus France whic 

be treated by themselves. 


lie The Franeo-Belgian trade agreement has now been signed. 
It provides for Belgian exports of seeds, plants, horses, uctals 
end certaifi manufactured goods up to a value of French Franes 
1,700 million; and Franee will send phosphates, potassium, 
chemical produets, and wine and other luxuries including textiles, 
‘toys and beauty products, to A value of 2,800 million Prenek 


PRICES AND WAGES 


152 The C.G.T. has asked the Government for an immediate 
increase of 1,000 franes per month for employees in the publie 
services, for various other wage changes and for an increase 
in the tax-free income level: to Franes 48,000. They clain 
that prices of certain foodstuffs have increased from 41% to’ 

80% and that prices of industrial goods have increased still — 
further, with the result that only wage increases can prevent the 
worker's condition from becoming very serious. - 


FINANCE 


16. In an eleetion speech M. Pleven has summed up the 
financial situation. Monetary circulation had been reduced fron 
6,0 milliards to about 400 milliards. The subsequent ‘10% 
increase corresponded to an inerease of 20% in national output and 
had been:foreseen. In November last year the debt to the Bank 
of France was 63,200 million frances. « This debt has been entirely 

repaid and the State now has a credit balance of 96,800 millions 
with the Bank. The Government has succeeded in rgducing the 
rate of interest and has been able to borrow at 1 9/8 per cent 
as against 3¢ to 4 per cent in 1936/37. Measures have been taken 
to prevent the export of capital and the Government have instituted 


Seats. taéstal’" precethe feme fain. euationssen as 
sctlaaeting 1 illicit profits. Proceeds his confiscation 


amounted to 41 williard ti aes an enticipetes .* welbiand. _ 
8 ¢ his gt ‘We Pleven appealed for wha cal 
‘e - n. = would mean a robsetion in “coal _— ts 
tion_o 


- eo “The Paris. police have discovered on atteagt to defraud 


/the 


vat: oF black-aarkst activities, 
of some of their r holaings 


hen subject to reg stration for the capital 
‘fortunes, and to taxation ‘of up to 85 per cent 
aequired since Se ot eathianr 1959.. In order te avoid 
were put baek on the market through men of 
at a high rate of commission, The selling 
Sas’ quaitti tics of bonds led to a sharp fall on the Stoak 
Eadieane, which attracted the attention of the poliee. Twenty-one 
arrests have been made, but it is believed that the real holders 
of the bonds still remain at large. 


DOLE PATIO 

8. uble Taxation Agreement was signed on the 19th 
October, This'provides that whereas British with branches 
in France were taxed formerly not only on profits made by the 
branch but on profits assumed to be sale in the United 


on their trade with Franee, the local branch will now only be 
taxed on the actual profits made in Franee. 


RECONSTRUCTION 


190 M Dautry has stated that the removal of mines has now 
been effeeted from 350,000 heetares, of which some 170,000 are 
susceptible of cultivation. 500,000 buildings have been repaired 
out of 1,900,000 destroyed or damaged and 700 factories put into 
working order. Credits granted for the reconstruction of 
factories so far amount to 23 milliards. The reconstruction 
programme next year will involve an expenditure of 100 milliard 


CIVIL, AVIATION 


20. after its first unsuccessful offext at a trans-Atlantic 
te South ory mit oa fient French : 
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in Registry | ikth Nove1 945 


_ Refers to Boreign Office tele, ram 2582 
Saving (Z 12077/103/17) Gives figures for " 
coal output in France for week ending 27th 
October and for 3 previous weeks. 
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No, 571 Saving 


15th November, 1945. R. 4 és {4th November, 1945. 


eM tg iva 


Your telegram No, 2582 Saving. 


Coal output oP szenee reached 856,509 tons in the 
full six s wee ng 27th October, This f 
a (whieh allows for two weeks 
t of about See 
pt of "the ones ougpa 4 The number 
ground is considerab 


2. Output fi s for weeks ending 4th, 15th and 20th 
October vere 804.0 7 tons, 826,595 tons and 829,404 tons. 


5 Please substitute above for paragraph 1 of our 
Fortnightly Economic Report No,.10, DQaM0 


4,  AULX is plural of AIL, meaning garlic, 


‘ 
ane SF @ 


5S (2 12143/10 17). s 


‘. 
x 


. Blum Picard has speken to Coal Adviser about reduce 
deliveries of German coal to France complaining that 
‘Belgium and Holland had more than their quota. He | 
asked for report on failure to deliver. 


pag sl 17th Nov.1945 
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FROM P TO FO OFFICE 


Mr.-Duff Cooper, __. a.m, 17th November, 1945, 

No. 1287 7 oi 

16th Nove We 7 Fg ® 55 am 17th Nowember, 1945, 
) 
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IMMEDIATE aes, BIA oe" \- 3 


My telegram No, 1255, 


Blum Picard asked Coal adviser to see him on 
Nevenber 15th and in the presence of representatives 
of the British Military Mission spoke bitterly about 
the reduced deliveries fron pec During the 
last two weeks he gaid only some 22% of Ruhr alloeation 
had been recéived (these figures have in fact since 
impreved). He asked for intelligible report on the 
causes of the failure to deliver. He asked further why 
oFrarmce was cut down while Belgtum and Holland had more 
than their quota (present s do indeed show excess 


deliveries to Be Tum and Helland). 


2. ## The situation in France certainly demands that the 
full quota of coal allocated shall be received and that 
there should be no sppearenes of discrimination, At 

present it seems difficult to find out how many waggons 


are really available or where they actually are, * ee 


possibie:sauses of non - ean? (it is certainly 
s 


non ~ availability of Ruhr coa hould be examined, 


They may be 
(a) shortage of waggons, 
(bd) shortage of train paths, 
(e) shortage of locomotives and staff or 


(a) failure to surmount the problems of railway 
marnacenent, 


5. Military Mission have telegraphed the War Office, 
OTP. 


LL0 


“ 
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' 


[CYPHER ] SPECL.L( ECONOMIC SUP: LY & RELIEF) 


FROM P..RIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Duff Cooper. D. 8.50 a.m. 17th November, 1945, 
No. 1287 


‘16th November, 1945, Re 8.95 a.m 17th November, 1945, 


a @:8:.8.: & 


IMMED L..TE 
My telegram No, 1233, 


Blum Picard asked Coal adviser to see him on 
Ncvenber 15th and in the presence of repeenenest ares 
of the British Military Mission spoke bitterly about 
the reduced deliveries from Germany. During the 
last two weeks he said only some 22% of Ruhr allocation 
had been received (these figures have in fact since 
improved). He asked for intelligible report on the 
causes of the failure to deliver, He asked further why . 
France was cut dow while Belg im and Holland had more 
than their quota (present figures do indeed show excess 
deliveries to Belgiym and Holland). 


2. The situation in France certainly demands that the 
full quota of coal allocated shall be received and that 
there should be no aepecrence of discrimination, it 
present it seems difficult ts find out how many waggons 
are really available or where they actually are. We feel 
possible causes of non — delivery (it is certainly not 
non ~ availability of Ruhr coal) should be examined, 
They may be 
(a) shortage of waggons, 


(b) shortage of train paths, 
(co) shortage of locomotives and staff or 


(d) failure to surmount the problems of railway 
management. 


3, Military Mission have telegraphed the War Office. 
Oc Te? ; 
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Commercial dut les a8 Bordeaux. Consulates 


Refers to Mr. Simpson' s letter of the 3ist 
Oc tober (Z 11746/153/18 )€ closes copy of Mr. 
“Praser's-letter of 9th October to Mr- Nairn and 
of Department of Overseas Trade reply to Mr. Fraser 
of the ist Novembere At present is is for »® 
Nairn to recommegd provision of extra staff to 
deal With Commercial work at Bordeaux: 


A Att tl. _—_——_ et ~ 


(Minutes.) 
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Replies should be addressed ) | Telephone : ro 1 
~ ™ Comptroller-General, Fem . Victoria 4477 


oa L 5 
Re . IE IN : Telegrams : 
She T Advantage, Sowest, London 
ae. 130 @ 
ae e mee ' 
>= la e 


PLEASEAFFIXTHISsuP ~PDEPARTMENT-. 


l 

I 
: TO YOUR REPLY TO ‘ 

ne ay. DEPARTMENT HAWKS HOUSE, DOLPHIN SQUARE 
! 
| 


GROSV OR ROAD, 2839 


s 
Vk 
Dear Simpson,.\! » Py, 1a 


November,1945. 


With ekrther reference to your letter of 
October 3lst about the Consulate at Bordeaux, I 
find that Fraser sent our Establishment Department a 
copy of Nairm's letter of October lst and of (Fraser's) 
reply dated October 9th. | hi 

I send a copy of that letter herewith,together 
with a copy of our Establishment Department's letter 
of November lst, telling Fraser that his reply was 
on the proper lines. You will observe that Fraser's 
letter suggests that if Naim cannot cope with his 
duties on his present staff and knows anybody who 
would be suitable to help him, his suggestion could 
be considered. It seems to me,therefore, that the 
next step is up to Naim. 


LR have not written seperately to the Personnel 
Department of the Foreign Office, but I gather that 
you are showing the papers to then. 


Yours sincerely, 


ht os 1 
u (E.J.Holford-Strevens). 


F.L. Simpson,Esq., 
Foreign Office. 
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DEPARTMENT .OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 
ry aR. Hawkins House, 
: ' E.15435. Dolphin Sa., S.W.1. ' 


lst November ,19465. 
Dear Fraser, 


I am answering your letter C.D.17/3/45 of 9th 
October to Ridler about the staffing needs of Naim, 
H.M. Consul at Bordeaux. 


We have not yet seen a copy of the circular to 
which you refer, but so far as your letter to Naim is 
concerned, it is exactly on the right lines and just what 
we should have said had the matter been referred to us. 
We have an interest in the commercial work at Consulates 
end we wish it to be performed properly and the Consul to 
have the necessary staff, but the provision of that staff 
is a matter for the Foreign Office. 


Yours sincerely, 


F. Hollings. 


A.R. Fraser,Esq., C.M.G., M.B.E., 
Commercial Department, 

British Embassy, 

PARIS. 
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Commercial Department, 
| | British Embassy, 
C.D.17/2/45. PARIS. 


9th October,1945. 


Dear Naim, 


Many thanks for your letter (3779/2999/119) of lst 
October about trade promotion. We are just getting off 
a letter to all Consular posts on this subject and Godfrey 
has had a talk with Whitfield about staff requirements and 
prospects and about the conditions in which Anglo-French 
trade must be carried on to-day. | 


I am sending home to the D.O.T. your suggestion about the 
appointment, in the principle Consular posts, of men charged 
with the duty of looking after our trade interests. There is 
of course, no hope of the appointment of career Vice-—Consuls 
for the purpose; they are, as I understand, in very short 
supply. My feeling is that it is the responsibility of the 
officer in charge of the post to arrange for the commercial 
work to be carried out and to ask for the necessary staff, if 
he cannot cope with the staff he has already, according to 
the volume of work and the probable usefulness of increasing 
-it. I do not, personally, much favour the idea of having men, 
who, although they are working in a Consulate, are directly 
responsible to this Department; and one must remember that 
career Vice-Consuls ought, wherever possible, all to be given | 
the opportunity of doing commercial work, in order to qualify 
them, if they show a bent that way, for the Commercial-— 
Diplomatic Branch. If,however, you were unable to cope with 
the work in any other way and you kmew of somebody who would 
be capable of doing it, it might be possible to arrange for 
a temporary appointment. 


I will write to you again when I have heard from D.O.T. 
Yours sincerely, 
- Bryce Naixzm,Esq.,0.B.E., R. Fraser. 


HM. Consul y 
Bordeauxe 
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tallow for France. 


Copy of Amaze telegram. 6517 of 
14th November to B.F.M. : : 
Gives details of Argentine tallow bought 
by Baires Mission on instructions from Paris 
arid in excess of quota. - 
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CABLE MUST BE PARAPHRASED IF COMMUNICA 2) T@ ANY PERSON 
[TISH OR UNITED. STA GOVER MENT SERViC#S ET O45 
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COPY OF CABLE TO BRITISH FOOD MISSION DATE ) ie 44- 45. ) 
amazéx6517 


Repeated Buenos Aircs Grub x34.85 APxXU58 

-argentine tallow. 

French here inform us that that their Baires Mission on 
Paris instructions have bought 2000 tons tallow at from 
C16 45% 0°: Go £2.°45. O per ton above what we paying until they 
interfered. ‘sgeinet their alloca ation of 2800 tons we had 
allocated to them 4000 tons and given them sellers names. This 
guantity do not propo se cancel although it means they Will ge 
total 4000 tons. Additionally we had arranged with Pryor 
allocation further 1000 tons for which pryor had given us 
sellers names but We hed’ not passed on to French: This second 
41000 tons we have cancelled. Have you no bargaining counter 


which you can use to make French play fair. 


+ 


Sent _tO;= 


Sir John Bodinnar . | ire Re O. Williams 

Sir Henry Ridpath Mr. R» Morrison (NAS) 

Mr. Broadley Major Hewbert smith (Br. 

Mre GeRePe Wall Emby. Paris 

Mre Ee ‘Roll, Mr He Ve Cartwright (MEW 

Mr. AeReW- Harrison ; Mr. T.-M. Wilson (TREAS) 

Mr. deBe Wall Mre GeRe Price ,(H 

Mre JeCe Gardiner  Mre ReHeSe Allen (FO 

Mr.e SeHe Moore Mr- Je Re ‘Jraight (FO 

Mr. lsete Randall Mr. I. Tae Simpson BO ) 

Mr. E. Jones Par ey 7 Mrs. Davis (SLAO M/PROD.) 4 

Mr. Amos Hr. gtopford 196) 4 

/-IeP. Registry Brig. Dawes (DECA ‘i0) P 
. Miss Hobley : 
= Mr. §gtarke 4 
q Mr. Barter igen 3 


L-W. Phillips 
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Mr. JeW mesght 
_ Mr. GR. ake 


: at ac san = : ; + P é . 
d. “4 Fie. " aG — | - 4 ~4 * @ 
Pike de ~~) aed . * i, eye “ t * A 4 
1a Bo Fee ge) te _ Sk att Try, nates a4 RAPA . P 
ag A git a eee a , 
- mS ) ae ae a - % - 
t > ie ik a: Me P . =. ‘ 
- <4 }° as ri - : @ 
+ F nF aie rf. > ae de OG -- Pte a * - 
> ae * ae , \ — oo 
A Pe ok ee ee ee ae of sé ae . : s - ° 
i, ’ pate wr las oN te sy < - A * - . . - 
: 5% ere ae a 7. , a ay ed “ 
ve a aoe pate al a. [= has fe . ba 4 ‘ " 4 : - 5, 
\ one * Cyt, WY my mt a 5 5 f , , : ‘4 
aA —_ | Cea ‘a * > “ es a 
eet e bats ae Xa a en MA oe Ore - ‘ » r " 
aw ky a ‘ es oe 4 ‘ Qeat - wee | Es ley | or - : 
oe ee ee oe + ae spe «Ee Put e po 
Sigel 3 arta bi - (4s ee bY Pee . . Pils 
7 “> 4 4 * § 7 roe > ; ‘ : 
he Ka nt Na CRS ATs r Fee aa oie ee ad 
le se 3 ere a0 5 ad" nF Paes ot LEN 8 ~/™ , ~ ~ ~ 
“ e 
a » red - . 
oP >. | en ed 4 ee - . ? 
‘ ; ° ae P ’ va, * ‘ 
et et . * r 


wads 
ine 


dix 
ae 
ox 


Mey 


“16th-Nov. 1945 
Received 
in Registr@h th Nove 1945 


oe een ay ~~ a I Fn A 


-— — Ye a = th em 
— & 
_ : 


Discusses Monsieur Monnet's visit to United, 
Kingdom. Bees no objection to Secretary of State 


seeing Monsieur Monnet and suggests how interview 
Gan be arranged. | 
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eravals Seore tary. ' 


Please see Sir Alexander Cadogan's minute 
below. 


> 
s | 


.. 3 I see no objection to the Secretary of 
State seeing M. Monnet if he can spare the time. 


He has done much good work for us in the past 


at Washington and isa Frenchman of importance 
and influence. 


I do not think that any question of secrety 
need arise. If the Secretary of State is willing 
to receive him, we could send a message to Sir 
D. Waley now in Paris to tell him so and suggest 
that when he is next in London he should let 
the Private Secretaries know himself direct so 
that anappointment can be arranged. 
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November i6th, 1945. 
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No, (1806 D. 9.45 p.m. 22nd November, 1945, 
22nd November, 1945. 
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IMPORTANT 

Please communicate urgently with Jean Monnet 
Hotel Bristol and tell him othat we understand he {s 
thinking of visiting London on his way to United States 
America next week. If that "Te the case, The Secretary 
ef State would be very glad to see hin. 


If therefore Monnet s come to London next week 
pernany he would communicate with the Private Secretaries 
n arrival so that 2n appointment can be arranged. 


O.T.P. 
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MARGIN. 


IN THIS 


B.R.HLM. 


ic 4 


Sir W. Eady, 


Treasury. 


(from Sir A. 
Cadogan) 


eye JT FILE 


Car ear Lacy, 


Many thanks for your letter of November 


ee November ; ees: 


15th about Jean Monnet. 

We emeimedy agree Winter that it. 
would be a very good idea if our Secretary 
of State could see Monnet if he passed 
through London next week on his way to 
Washington. We have ascertained that Mr. 
Bevin would in fact be glad to see himmd 
we have therefore sent a telegram to our 
Embassy in Paris asking them to get in 
touch with Monnet at once and to tell him 
that we understand that he is thinking of 
travelling back to the U.S. via London. 


If that is so, then the Secretary of State 


Than Ariens parr Ante 
would be very glad to see him. /Perhepe a 


therefore if Monnet does decide to travel 
via London/he weaia get into touch with the 
Private Secretaries at the Foreign Office 
on his arrival in order to fix we an 
appointment with Mr. Bevin. 


“Wear Gaol, 


Many thanks for your ictter of the 
16th November about Jean Monnet. 


We agree that it would be a very good idea 
if our Secretary of State could see Monnet if he 
passes through London next week on his way to Washington. 
We have ascertained thet Mr. Bevin would in fact de 
glad to see him and we have therefore sent a telegram 
to our: Embassy st Pavis asking them to get in touch with 
Monnet at once and to tell hia that we understand thet 
he is thinking of travelling back to the United Stetes 
via London. If that is so, then the Secretary of State 
would be very glad to see him. The Embassy are to add 
that if Monnet does decide to travel via Lon@éea perhaps 
he would get into touch with the Private Sec¥etaries at 
the Foreign Office on his arrival in order to fiz ean 
appointment with Mr. Bevin. 


No candor defo 


Sir Wilfrid pete K.C.B., KeB.B., 


— 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


Private saith tary. 


The attached letter from Sir W. Eady to . 
Sir A. Cadegan has appeared suddenly on my desk 
from some unknown seurce,. As you will remember 
when this letter first reached us about a menth 
ago we suggested that it would be a geod idea if 
the Secretary ef State could manage to see M. 
Monnet, the Secretary of State agreed, and we 
then sent a telegram to Paris asking them to 
pass a suitable message on to M. Monnet suggesting 
that if and when he passed through Lendon towards 
the end of November he should get in touch with 
you in order to fix up an appointment. I 
remember seeing an answer from Paris saying that 
this message had been duly @livered to M. Monnet 
but that I think was the last I heard of it. 
Did M. Monnet ever communicate with yeou?, It 
may very well be that he never came through 
London; certainly I never heard that he was here. 


Hey A 


19th December, 1945. 


| Sonnet dod ck $e" 
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4 pd be heh athe 
Dear Cadogan, me ‘15th November, 1945. 
Jean Monnet came in to see me today for a 
private talk. I think you know him. In the early 
vey part of the war he worked with our Supply Mission in 
pn Mashineton, and at no time have there been many 
™._ }secrets which have been kept from him. 
He has been conducting the negotiations in 
Washington for the clear up of the French Lend-Lease 
requirements. This has led him into issues of vilididieee 
which are vital for France and for the development of 
the French economic situation over the next five years. 
He knows that the French Govermment is likely 
to be invited at a fairly early date to a Conference in 
Washington on Commercial Policy which will lead to 
progressive expansion of world trade. France, for 


some good reasons, and others bad, was one of the most 


extreme of the Furopean countries in adopting 


protective devices for its own economy. 


/In 


4 Sir Alexander Cadogan, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
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Im Monnet's considered judgment France cannot 
afford to undertake the kind of liberalised policy for 
which the Americans have been pressing unless the whole 


of her internal equipment is modernised. This means a 


hie 
major change in French political thought, and the 


distribution within the country of economic effort. 

The task, in Monnet's judgment, is quite 
imoracticable unless the Americans are prepared to give 
finencial assistance to France on a large scale over the 
next five years, and on terms which make it definitely 
profitable forFrance to accept the assistance. 

I believe that the Foreign Secretary would 
find it of very great interest to talk to Monnet, who 
has realistic views about money questions. Monnet 
believes that France is now at the choice of aligning 
herself with the kind of economic policy that we and the 
Americans think about, or relapsing into a closer 
autarky, and probably leading other countries in 


Western Europe down the same road. 
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Treasury Chambers, 
Great Seorge Street, 
S..1. 


If lL may venture to do so, I should 
advise that it would be useful for Mr. Bevin to see 
him. Monnet can only come of course on a orivate 
basis, as a man who has worked very closely with the 
British administration in the early days of the war. 
He goes back to Paris tomorrow morning, and plans 
at present to return to Washington in the early 
part of next week. If Mr. Bevin wished to see him 
he would come via London. 


He is to be found at the Hotel Bristol, 


He made it plain that if an invitation to 
see Mr. Bevin is to be given to him, it will have to 
be given privately, and not through the Fmbassy. 

He has strong personal views which he wants to put 
to his own Government, and if he is invited through 
the French Ambassador, first of all the Ambassador 


might feel obliged to accompany him, and secondly 


oyel. 930 #7 


Monnet would feel constrained in what he says. 

If Mr. Bevin would like to see him we can 
iPFatee for Wealey, who is still in Paris, to deliver 
&@ message without embarrassment. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ney 7 113006/103/17 Revided Graft of paper. 


FROM — Be ORE . 
NoBRV/ 30/44 


Received 26th Nov. 1045 
in Registry 
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DZrvAse We have amended paragraph 31 to meet the 


criticisms of Economic Intelligence Department and 
References. attach the revised draft. If there are no comments 
from Board of Trade, Department of Overseas Trade, 
Treasury, Ministry of Production and the Commercial 
Minister (Paris) and the amendment is approved perhaps 


Western Department would sign the circulation slip 
attached to the revised draft. 


JePeT. Bury 
Research Department. 


15th October. 
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FRANCE: EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS. . 


Summery. 


1. Introduction. French foreign trede has slways been of 
considerabiée world importance but France is far léss dependent 
upon foreign trade than ere the United Kingdom end the Low 
Countries. She normally possessed a passive balance of mer- 
chendise trade which was covered before the depression by in- 
visible exports (paras. l=3). 


2. Development of French Trade up ts 1929. After the War of 
L914- rench exports profited by the growing industrislisation 
of the country, by the increased capscity of the iron and stecl _ 
industry. and by the deprecistion of the franc. Iron end 
steel machinery and chemicals tosk an increasing shere of the 
total export trede compered with the traditional exports of 
textile manufactures (paras. 4-6), 


3. French Trede during the 1930's. With the depression French 
trade ill sharply and did not share in the recovery felt slse- 
where after 1933. Exports were hampered by the disparity 
between French end world prices sand the devalustion of the franc 
in 1936 was accompanied by social measures which offset its 


\ 


effects (paras. 7-8). \ 


4. Commercial Policy. ‘Frence has generally pursued e policy 

of protection. itter the last war she effected a large measure 
of tariff stabilisation and her consequent inability tse raise 
teriffs when the depression hit her in 1931 led to the estab— 
lishment of quotas, covering sll kinds of merchandise. The 


quote system became her main defensive weapon in conditions of 
increasing dislocation of world trade (paras. 9-12). 


5. Gommercieal Relations with Germany, Great Britain end the U.S.A. 
Germany wes of great importance to France as a supplier of coal 
and coke and industriel goods. Cosl was France's main import 
from Grest Britain, to which she sent considerable quantities 

of luxury goods, while the United States was one of her important 
sources of rew materials. The Tripartite Agreement of 1936 
between Great Britain, France 6nd the United Stetcs linked the 
currencies of the three countries (paras. 13-19). 


6. imperiel Economic Relations. During the 1930's the contrac- 
tion of her export markets end the trcnd towards sutarky led 
Frence 60 goncentrate incressingly on trade with her cmpire, 
which came to constitute betwecn one quarter and onc third of 
her much diminished totel trede. Competition between home and 
6mpire producers, however, created serious problems. An 


increased measurc of imperisl preference Was introduced 
(peras. 20-21). 3 


7. Dhe Pre-Wer Pattern of Merchandise Trede. Before the de- 
pression two-thirds of Prench exports went to Europe, but by 
1938 this proportion was little morc than one half, the share 
taken by Great Britain OSs ae pee Vieni erly effected. Europe's 
‘share in Prénch imports declined similarly to the profit of the 
Fre noch empire ( re. 22 ae , 
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tourist tradc ‘end shipping freights were both bedly hit' by the 


slump. Reparations payments. were important during the 1920's 
peras. 23-27). 


- The Capital Items. Long-term forcign investment during thc. 
1920's was mainly designed to strengthen the position of Francacc's 
Bllics in-Eastern Europe. Short-term capital movements fluc- 
tuated. violently bctwecn the two wars and compromised the monc- 
tary situetion on several occasions ( paras. 28-30).. 


10, Gonclusion sand Prospects. From 1940 to 1944 French tradc 
Germany and fell to a fraction of wheat it was 

before the war. France's capacity to compcte in forcign mer- 

kets has becn temporarily much rcduccd, and she will be faced with 


a heavy adverse balance 6f payments for some ycars to come (perss. 
1+32). 
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FRANCE: EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


Introduction 


i. $ Since France is one of the grcet industriel countrics of 
Western Europe, her forcign tredec has slways been of considcrable 
world importancc, In 1928, beforc the world dcpression, the 
value of French trede was aepproximatcly 6 per cent of that of the 
world, and l2 per cent of thet of Europe. On the othcr hand the 
velne of French trade wes less than half that of the Unitcd 
Kingdom and wes also appreciably less than that of Germany. 
French cxports, morcover, lost ground during the 1930's rclativcly 
much morc than did those of the United Kingdom or Gcrmany. 
Betwecn 1928 and 1938 their value declined from about one- 
€ighteenth to about one-thirticth of the valuc of world cxports. 


2. In the second plece France wes far less dependent upon 
foreign trade than were the United Kingdom or the more cconomi- 
cally advanced small countrics of Western Europc, such es 
Belgium or the Netherlends. In comperison with the United 
Kingdom or Belgium-Luxemburg, for examplc, Francc is lcss in- 
dustrialised and fer less dependent on imports of food. She 
has always had a high degree of self-sufficiency in foodstuffs 
owing to the slower progress of industrialisation, to her rcla- 
tive underpopulation andto aconsistent policy of egricultural 
protection. As a result before 1939 French imports per head 
of population were less than half those of the United Kingdom or 
Belgium-Luxemburg and imports werc smaller, also, in rclation to 
national income in France then in those countrics. 


5. France normally had a pessive balance of merchendise trade 
which, before the depression, wes covered by the revenues which 
she derived from invisible exports; althsugh during the 1930's 
the balance of current payments was almost continuously unbalanced 
f See Table IV /. 'Invisible" cxports have always been indis- 
pensable in balancing France's current intcrnational payments and 
in 1938, with the shrinkage of merchendisc exports, revenue from 
such sources was as large as that derivcd from merchandise export 
{See Table Iv_7. Even in 1928 however, revenue from “invisible” 
exports amounted to slightly more than helf that derived from 
merchandise exports. There were howcver, marked fluctuations 
in the relative importance of the different “invisible” items 
¢ sec Section BY Just before the war of 1939-45 the most 
mportant credit item was interest and dividen@s which were 
equal to nearly one half of receipts from merchandise exports. 


A. MERCHANDISE TRADE 


Development of French Trade up to 1929 


ui. Between 1815 and the fall of the Orleanist monarchy French 
trade, hampered by prohibitions and @ high level of protection, 
expanded relatively slowly. During the Sccond Empire, however, 
it’ grew repidly with the stimulus of a more liberal tariff | 
pdicy mduf growing industrisalisation. Under the Third Republic, 
howcyer, the rate of, growth was less rapid. Although its broad 
structurel pattern has not been greatly modificd - i.c. France 
hes long importcd mainly raw and semi-finished products, and — 
Gxported meinly manufactured goods - there were, both during the 
nineteenth century end subsequently, markcd mba gnc ppm changes — 
within the broad categories. During the first helf of the . 
nineteenth century the pattern of French trade wes relatively . 


| 
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 Bimple. Rew textiles for her manufacturing industry predomi- , 
nated among imports, accounting for betwcocn one-quarter and onc- 
third of the total, while the export trade was dominated by 
textile menufacturcs which accountcd at first for neerly one 

half of it. though by 1870 the sharc had fallcn to about one- 
third. In the carly ninetecnth century silk manufecturcs formed 
the greater part of the textile exports. During the Second — 
Empire a big increase in raw matcrial imports (including thosc 
not hitherto of commercial importencc) reflected the growing 
industrislisation. Aftcr thc revaging of the French vineyards 
in 1877 by the phylloxers disease. Frence began to import winc 
méinly from Algerie, and wine cxports nevcr regained their 

former importence. By 1913 imports of rew meterials for tcextil¢cs 
still constituted as much as one-fifth of the total, but imports of 
fuel (coel, coke and mineral ores) increased to not far short 

of one-cleventh of the total imports. The incrcasing demands 

of industry were also reflected in the growing importance of 
machinery, tools and metel goods, The diversification of the 
export trede had already advanccd fer; the share of tcxtile 
manufectures in the export trade head fallen to absut onc-sixth 
(or one-fifth including clothing and appercl) by 1913, while 

the share of silk manufactures, which as latc as 1870 eaccountcd 
for about 20 per cent of ell exports, had fallen to 5-6 per cent. 
On the other hand the products of the capital goods industries - 
pig iron, iron and steel products, machinery, chemicals,tools, 
end metal goods, were becoming importent exports. 


or After the disturbance of the Wer of 1914-18 and the post-war 
reconstruction, the years from 1922 onwards were marked by a 
considerable expansion of the gold value of exports compared 
With the pre-1914 period, French exports werc aided by two 
factors; thc reconstruction of the devastated northern indus- 
trial zone together with the recovery of Alsace and Lorraine, 

and second end more potent, the decline in the external valuc 

of the franc, which gave on eabnormel stimulus to exports but 
Giscoureged imports and so reduced the normally adverse trede 
belaence. Thus in 1913 exports from Frence (excluding Alsace- 
Lorraine) were velued at 6.9 millierd francs, While by 1927 

they had resched a total of 8.8. milliard frencs of 1913 gold 
value; there was no corresponding risc in the volume of imports. 
The post-1918 pattern of French trade showed considerable struc- 
tural changes which reflected the further industrislissation of 
the country. The post-1918 growth of industry was stimulated 
both by the re-equipment with state aid of industrial plants 

in the wer-devastated regions, and by the return of Alsace and 
Lorreine. The unification of the Lorraine iron ore basin 
within the French frontier greatly.increased both France's 

iron ore resources and her capacity for pig iron and crude 

steel production. She also regained the textile industry of 
Alsace, while the progress of her chemical industry was stimu- 
lated by the acquisition of the Alsatian potash mines. The 
exporting power of certain industri¢cs such as iron and steel, 
iggy eget machinery and tools, and metal goods was thus enhanced. 
By 1928 the shere of this group of products in the export trade 
hed risen to about one-fifth in valuc, whercas in 1913 it was 
Only about one-seventh. At the seme time, while the propor- ., 
tioneate share of textile exports had begun to fall off in volume- 
as comparcd with 1913, cxports of the morc highly finished tex- 
tile manufectures hed tendcd to inercase and those of the less 
highly finished to decrease. The expansion of the heavy 
industrics stimulated the demand for coél imports, and the 


demand for mineral oils also increased, as it did throughout the 
world. Finelly, generel economic prosperity led to an expanding 
demand for exotic foodstuffs and wine. The 1920's can, there- 
fore, be characterised as a period of rapid expansion of French 
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trade -—- considerably greeter in cxports sowing to the monctary 
depreciation - and of a growing importance of the capital goods 
industrics in the cxport trade, at the cxpense —- largely - of 
consumers’ goods industries. This change in the structurc of 
Prench exports was paralleled in sther industrial countrics of 
Seb) dled aa lorgely under the pressure of industrialisatisn 
elsewhere. 3 


French Trade during the 1930's 


6.. The exceptional benefits which French export trade dcrived 
from the depreciation of the franc were diminished after its 

legel stabilisation in 1928 end thet year wes the high water mark 
in the volume of goods exported. The volume of imports. however, 
did not fall off until it was reduced by quotas and other factors 
after 1930, while the volume of fo3d imports continued to in- 
crease until 1931. At the time of the stebilisation of the franc 
et one-fifth of its pre-war value (sec para. 29) France's economic 
and financial position had been a strong one with a price level 
(calculated at the new rate of exttignee) still considerably 

below that of her leading competitors: not until 1931 did 

French economy begin to be serisusly affected by the world de- 
pression. Successive currency depreciations abroad eliminatcd 
the competitive advantage which French exports had hitherts 
enjoyed = an advantage already diminished as the result of the 
fall in world prices -énd this wes particularly serisus in vicw 

of the magnitude of French exports to the sterling and dollar 


group countries. While exports in general were impeded by 
higher French production costs the fall in exports ts these 
countries wes particularly marked. Moreover the world economic 


depression led to the growth everywhere of trade voarriers, which 
had a perticularly adverse effect upon French exports bccausc 
such a reletively high proportion consisted of luxury or high- 
quality goods. In these circumstances thc value of French 
trade fell sharply after 1929, but, whereas with most countrics 
1933 marked the bottom of the depression, French trade continued 
‘to be hampered by the price disparity and its fall was not 
arrested. In fact in 1937, a year in which world trade reached 
& peak, the gold value of French exports had fallen to 29 per 
cent of that of 1929; totel world exports were then 7 per cent 
of their 1929 good value. The following table shows the course 
of French trade: 


Gold Velue of French trede as percentage of 1929 


Exports Imports 
1913 < 69 72 


1929 100 LOO 
1933 36 Lg 
1937 29 Ct Lyd 


Imports were reduced during this periscd both by quota restric- 
‘tions adopted by the French Government es a means of improving 
the balance of payments and in consequence of the stagnation of 
industrial production; in particular the depression in the 
textile industry led to a decline in the share of textile raw 
matérials in imports. There was little change in the terms 

of trade (i.e. the price of imports in terms of exports); in 
1937 the price of imports was 80 per cent and that of exports 
82 per cent of those of 1927. : 7 


: 
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eS Possessing cone of the lergest gold reserves in the world, 
France was never in any danger of being forced off the gold 
stendard, end es widespreed fear cf infletion precluded voluntery 
depreciation as a means of inducing economic recovery. A policy 
of price deflation was accordingly adsptcd by successive French 
governments with a view ts lowering production costs: these. 
6ffortsa, however, bore little fruit, and up t9 1933 budgetary ° 
deficits increased. In 1935 under Flendin and still more under 
Laval the deflationary cffort was encrgctically pursued, at. 
least as regards the fiscal charges. and by a scrics of drastic 
decrees administrative costs (sslarics ctc,) were lsawered. - By 
the summer of 1935 the gap betwecn prices in the United Kingdom 
and the United States on the one hand and France on the other 
had been very much narrowed. partly owing t3 8 rise in prices 

in the two former countries, end partly because the deflationary 
policy pursucd in Frence had at length succecded in lowering 
French prices. Subscquently. however, the geno between French 
gold prices and foreign prices tended t3 incrcase agein, owing 
t9 the policy of raising the priccs of agricultural products 
(whose role in determining thc level of the cost of living was 
very great) by meens of egriculturel subsidics and a further 
quantitative restriction of imports. As @ result, wholesale 
agricultural prices increased very much faster than elsewhere. 
The net result of this policy sof deflation, howcver, was t92 
lessen to some extent the price disparity betwcecn Francc and 
countries with depreciated currencics, though at the cost of 
continuing economic stagnation. . 


8. The devealudtisn of the franc in the eutumn sf 1936 did not 
have the expected result of stimulating exports and retarding 
imports. On the contrery, in 1937, the gold valuc of imports 
rose by ll per cent, whereas that sf exports rose 3nly by 2.5 
per cent. This wes due largely t3 political factors. The 
social reforms introduccd by the Blum Government had the rcsult 
of reising prices and production costs and ss offsctting the 
effects which would otherwise have arisen from the devaluation. 
Political antagonism was alss aroused. and industrialists, 
fearing further monetary depreciation, hastcncd t3 accumulate 
stocks. Because of higher costs, manufactured cxpsrts did not 
advance much, the main export increascs bcing those sf raw and 
semi-finished goods. While manufactured gocds suffered from 
the price disparity and after 1936 from industrial troubles, 
exports of rew materials were better sustained and derived an 
advantage from re-armament abroad; in perticular. Germany's 
purchases of raw materials (¢.g. iron sre) increased, while the 
purchases of manufectured goods fell off sharply. Then in 1938 
the position of/French trede was affected by the world economic 
recession. yne fall in the volume sf imports was gresatcr than 


in that of exports. In current franc valucs the trade figures 
were higher because of the further depreciation sf the franc, 
being greater for exports than for imports. but g31d values 
declined. Broadly, during the thirtics, France remained econo- 
mically depressed and trade stagnated until after the devaluatisn 
in 1936; thereafter recovery was only pertial owing to political 
troubles and to the world trade recession in 1938. 


Commercial Policy 


9. During the first half of the ninéteenth century France was 
@ highly protectionist country, but under Napoleon III, who much 
edmired Sir Robert Peel, duties on raw materials and fasddstuffs 
were reduged and the famous Anglo-French commercial treaty of 
1860 (the Gobden-Ohepalier Treaty) was carried through in the 
teeth of bitter oppoBition by French industrialists. This 
marked a reversal of French policy, established a moderately 
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protectionist tariff, and, under the spur of British competition 
which it cngendcred, stimulated industrial devclopment. The 
policy of frecr trade, however. rcmeined unpopular. and, with 
the cstablishment of the Third Republic and the gcncral fall in | 
prices, high protcction was restored. The scal was sect on this 
new protectionist policy in the Méline tariff of 1892 behind — 
which French industry undoubtedly devcloped rapidly. Aftcr 

the War of 1914-18 France sought to free hcrsclf from the most- 
favourcd=nation clause, of which shc had never becn enamourcd. 
and denounced her cxisting commcrcial trceatics. She attempted 
tO pursue a policy bascd on reciprocal edvantegcs for all con- 
cessions grantcd; but this policy wos a failurc. It was the 
Frenco-German commercial treaty of 1927 that marked a return 

to the unconditional M-f-N rages, f This treaty had been madc 
necessary efter Germany had, in 1925, regaincd the full teriff 
freedom of which she had been temporarily deprived under the 
Versailles Treaty, and was thus in a position to cxcrcisc con- 
Sidcrable bargaining power. It 1cd to the stabilisation by 
mutual agrecment of a large number of dutics. It was followcd 
by further similar agreements, notebly with Switzcrland and 
with the Belgium-Luxcmburg Union. The new tariff régime which 
resultcd involved, thcreforc, the restoration of the M-f-N 
Clause which had becn at least implicitly condemncd in 1919, and 
the stabilisation of customs dutics at their cxisting level. 
Indecd during the period 1927/28 Francc alicnated her tariff 
frecdom to a greater extcnt than any sther Europcan country; 

in 19350 three-quartcrs of thc itcms on her customs tariff were 
stebilised by treaty. 


10. The beginning of the world depression in 1929 brought 


this relatively liberal epoch to an cnd. France was confrontcd 
with the problem of an increasc in the quantities of goods im- 
ported at a time when cxports were shrinking and when the 
revenucs from the "invisible" credit items were declining as the 
result of the cconomic reccssion. This led ts an increasing 
disequilibrium in the balance of payments, Already in 1929 
France had raised dutics on agricultural imoorts which were 
not covered by stebilisation of dutics, but with the growing 
volume of food imports due to felling world prices this proved 
insufficient, and it wes impossible to raise tariffs on indust- 
rial products bccause of the cxisting stabilisation agrecments. 
In these circumstanccs France in the summer of 1931 inaugurated 
& policy of quotas cstablished first of all for agricultural 
products and certain raw matcrials such as coal, but later 
extended to-.cover all kinds of merchandise. The evolution of 
the French system of quotas is perhaps the most interesting 
espect of Prench commercial policy during the 1930's. 
Originally simply an emergcncy mcasure in the face of an abnor 
mally large volume of imports end the impossibility of raising 
tariffs, it cventually crystallis¢éd into a permanent instrument 
of commercial policy, although the frecing of tariff dutics 
from the previous stabilisation agrecments was eventually sccured 
by a series of negotiations. It thus marks a step teawards 
greater "6tatisme", which has parallels in so many countries. 
The earliest French quotas were "global" quotas (i.c. only the 
totel amount cf the quota was fixed); later, increased edminis— 
trative control was introduced and cach quota was divided up on 
@& geographical. basis, each importing country being allottcd a 
uote fixed.in accordance with the average received in a given | 
or so-called base) period. Finally in 1934 France endeavourcad 
tO use guotas as @ bargaining weapon with which to secure con- 
cessions from other countrics. Under. this system only 25 per 
cent of the globel quota was allotted in accordance with the 
base period formula, the remaining 75 per cent being divided up 
among countrics on the basis of reciprocity (i.e. in return for 
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. goncessiosns). Although there was some opposition to quotes 
from upholders of econsmic libcralism, they increasingly became 
during the 1930's the normal methsd 2f cantrolling imports. 


LS The pdlicy of quotes had snly eae limited success. Althsugh 
they succeeded in curtailing impsrts they could not bencfit the 
French export trede. Indeed as quotas normally have the effcct 
of relising prices they contributed to the maintcnance of the 
high cost sf living, and consequently high productisn casts 
which it was the object of the Government's deflationary policy 
‘%9 reduce and which had led to the stagnatisn in the export 
trade. In the second place the gusta policy lcd ts reprisals 
on the ground that the quota was discriminatory in its incidence 
and incompetible with the M-f-N cleuse. In particular the 
attempt by France t5 use quotes as e means sf reciprocal bar- 
gaining was resented, cspecially by Germany and the United 
Kingdom, Thus France was in some cases sbliged t3 concede in 
her trade agreements e guarantee that the sther country would 

be allocated its full share of all quotas on the "base periad" 
principle, Moresver there were @dher difficulties in the way 

of using quotes in order t3 sbtein reciprocal bencfits, for with 
countries in which Frence was dependent for vital raw materials 
or which were of vital importence t3 the French export trede, 
bargaining wes not possible. Quotas were not therefore very 
efficacisus in assisting the export trade, but they were rcgar- 
ded as the sole effective means cof protecting the balance af 
peyments and came ts constitute Frence's main Gfensive weapsn in 
conditions of increasing dislocatisn of world trade. 


ize Prabebly the hardest voroblem in commercial relations 
during the 1930's was that sf securing the payment sf inter— _ 
natisnel debts, for intcernatisnal payments were impeded by 
exchange control regulations and quota systems, Consequently 
France, in order t2 secure payments to her exporters, was 3b- 
liged t3 enter ints clearings agrecments with exchenge contral 
countries. At the same time the tstel or partial suspension 3st 
non-commercial debt payments by her debtors made it necessary 
fir her t3 utilise the clearing mechanism in order to secure at 
least pert of these payments. However, Frence managed tc dis- 
pense with the clearing systcm t3 a great extent, substituting 
for it & more convenient errangement - known as the payments 
agreement - Which enabled the exact ratio sf mutual trede t2 be 
fixed beforchand.: 


Frenco-German Commerciel Relations betwecn the Wars. 
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13. Like the United Kingdom, Germany was of great importance ts 
Frence es & supplier 3f coal and coke: she also supplied Frence 
with the products of her industries, ach as machinery, chemicals, 
and musical and scientific instruments. France exported t3 
Germeny both rew materials end consumers’ goods; during the 
- 1950's however, owing to the German autarkic economic policy, 
the export of consumers' g390ds declined sharply and the greater 
part of French exports ts Germany came to consist of raw materials 
such @s rew wool, hides and skins and iron ore. The exchange 
of coal and iron ore was of grcat importance to both countri¢cs 
See paper on The [ron and Steel Industry of Western Europe ,. 


lu. Before 1925 the inequality imposed on Germany by the 
Versesilles Tresty benefited French exnorts ts Germany, for while 
France was able to protect herself against Germen imoorts by 
meens of tariffs Germany wes sbliged to concede the M-f-N clause 
without reciprocity. The snly commercial agreements between 
the two countries rested on a short-term basis and rclated to the 
delivery of German goods under the reparations clauses of the 
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Verseillées Treaty. Furthermore a temporery customs régime 
Gxistcd during thesc ycars in respcct sf Alsace-Lorraine and the 
Seer (which wes included in the French Customs Union until 193). 
under which these territsrics wore permittcd ts cxport their 
products up t3 a certain quantity t3 Germany free 23f duty whila 
until. 1924 the Saer wos alowed t3 import from Germany without 
poying duties. The_F,ancs-Gcrmon trade agreemnt 2f 1927 
See pera. 9 above 7 wes noturolly morc fevoureble t2 Germeny 
hen t2 Ppanece, since Germany hed regeined tariff freedom, 
while after 1931 the dcpressisn icd t3 difficulties in the way 
3f mutuel trade, cspccaially in regerd ¢3 Prench expsrts sf can- 
sumeres g3sds, 


15. The introduction of exchange control by Germeny in 1931 
still further hempered French cxports, while Germany resented 
the French system of quotes, which were regarded es discrimina- 
tory. In these circumstanccs csimmercial relations were straincd, 
end they were not eased by e pertial alcaring accord concluded © 
in 1932. In 1933 France densunccd the 1927 trede agreement. 
Eventually in 1934 ea full end comprehensive cleering agrecrent 
wes mede, which provided for the scrvicing 3f Germany's 3bli- 
gations to French creditirs in rcspect of the Dawes and Young 
loans. Unfortunately the increase in Germen imports fram 
France, especially raw meterisals and semi-finished products, 
rendered the peyment of French creditsrs difficult, end in 1935 
France denounced the agreement. A new sone was n3t reached 
until 1937. Under it the clearings were suppressed and 4 pay- 
ments accord substituted. French exports were thesretically 
to be free within the limits sof © global cxchange queta fixed 
monthly by egreemen® betwean the tws governments. This quota 
wes to be proportionate to the value sf imports sf German pro- 
ducts into Frenee. A rati> wos fixed between impsrts and ex- 
porta leaving ea credit balance favourable to Germany (i.e. 
imports from Germeny were to be greatcr then expsrts t2 Germany). 
This balance wast be used partly ts meet Germany's financial 
Sbligatisns to French creditors and was partly left at the free 
disp3sal of the Reich. Within the global quota granted ta 
French exports ts Germany the articles were divided int? graups 
in such @ mennecr es t. prevent exports sf manufecturcd pradusts 
or foodstuffs from being penalised t32 the exclusive benefit of 
raw material exports. Tacse arrangements provided the model 
for subsequent agreements, i.¢. with certain East European 
countries and with Italy, Chile and Ecuador in which France re- 
placed clearing by payments agercements. 


Anglo-French Commerciel Relations during the 1950's 


16. The British merket has always been of great importance to 
France / See Tablc II_f especially for luxury products, such as 
Bilk manufactures, wine etc.; we also took rew wod, textile 
menufectures and machinery, and since 1918 iron and steel pro- 
ducts. On the other hand France's impsrts from Britain were 
until the 1930's much smaller than her exports to this c3untry; 
coal accounted for about half their totsal value. The effect 3n 
French exports to the United Kingdom sf the develuatian of the 
pound sterling was, therefore, serisus for France. Furthermore , 
commercial relations became strained efter 1931. Friction arase 
. 68 the result of the French policy of imp3sing an cxchange suntox 
operating sco as to wipe sut the aport premia secured by depre- 
ciated currencies, and of using quotas as a bargaining weapan +9 
secure reciprocel concessions. In 1932 the abslitisn of the 
syurtex in m3st other cascs where it opersted and its none 
- applicetisn to the United States after the devaluation of the 
@oller increesed British resentment. In 1933 e tariff wer 
broke out and the United Kingdom threatened reprisals against 
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French merchandise if the exchange surtex was not absclished. 

The French complied but et the same time impssed fresh quota 
restricticn 9n British merchandise which wiped sut the advantages 
thet British exporters would stherwise hevce cbteincd. While the 
United Kingdom was t3 receive in the first instencc only 25 per 
cent cf the share af the quotas thesretically open t3 her, 
Belgium and the United States werc t23 reccive the whole 2f their. 
shares. The British strongly sobjectcd t3 this discrimination 
and Frence yiclded so fer as ts grant ts the United Kingdsm the 
wh3le sf her share of the quotas far most articles and 75 per 
cent for the remainder. The British, howcver, remained dis- 
satisfied, and in February 1934 imposed ea 20 per cent surtax sn 

ea number of French articles including silk and leather gacds, 
gloves, clothing ctc. This was follsowcd by mutual reprisals 
until in June 1934 an agreement was rceched under which France 
conceded ts the United Kingdsm the whs3lc sf her share of all 

the existing sr future gqu3teas to which she wes entitled under 
the "bese periszd" formula. 


uring the 1930's 


l7. The United States has always been for France an importent 
source 3f raw materials, cspecielly raw c3tton end petro2lcum: 
France alss imported machinery from the U.S.A. On the sther 
hand French expsrts t3 the U.S.A. - which included luxury pro- 
ducts such es wine. spirits end millinery. and raw w22l and hidcs 
end skins - were very much lcss in valuc. In 1936 France signed 
the first commercial treaty concluded with the U.S.A, since 1922. 
Previsusly the Hawley-Smcost tariff sof 19350 and subscquently the 
slump in the U,S.A. had restricted French exparts tc the Unitcd 
States. French queteas. msresver, hed reduccd the amount of 
United States merchandise imported ints Francc. The commercial 
treaty 3f 1936 constituted part 3f the Hull programme which, by 
means 3f reciprocal tariff reductions, aimed at a greater measure 
of liberalism in international trade rclatisns (see paper 3n U.S. 
Trade end Shipping Interests). The difficulty during the nego- 
tiations wes that, while the United States fevaured the M-f-N 
clause and permanent tariff reduction, France disliked the former 
and preferred supplementary (and revocable) quotas. In the 
treaty France wes sbliged t3 concede the M-f#n clause de facts 
although she would have preferred to benefit from it without having 
t3 concede it. Moreover, while the United States remained 
wedded tc the conception of a stabilisation 2f dutics (hitherts 
embodied in ell the treaties cancludcd undcr the Hull programme ) 
it accepted on this sccasisn a fairly short list of guarantees 
of stsbilisations; Frence also slightly reduced her minimum 
tariffs cn a number of articles 3f intcrest tc the United States 
and made certain cancessions in regard t3 quotas, France was 
granted by the United States impsrtent tariff reductions which 
benefited a wide wnge of her exports. On both sides the dsactrince 
of "principal suvplier"” was applied i.e. the conccssions were in 
respect of those commodities for which eech country was the 
principal supplier of the sther in order, so far as was csnsistent 
with the M-f-N cleuse, ts prevent any third part; from benefiting. 
Finally there was e\provisisn permitting a revision in the event 
of any variation in the exchange rate. This clause might have 
been invoked at the time of the depreciation sf the frenc had it 
not been for the Tripartite "Gentlemen's Agreement" signed on 
the 15th September, 1936, which establishcd en alignment of the 
frenc, sterling end asller (sec para. 29). 


Multilaters) Agreements 


18. France was e party to several multileterel agreements between 
1930 end 1933 none of which bore fruit, but which were designed 
to check ‘the ee protcotionisn shai seca the world. In 
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. 1933 at the ebaortive World HEcoconomic Canference in London a 

Clash ersse between the French thesis, suppsrted alss by Italy, 
thet the restsration of monetary stability must precede the 
applicetison 3f 6 liberal tariff policy, and the spposing view 
held by the U.S.A. and the United Kingdom. The “gold oloc" 
countrics, (viz Netherlands, Belgium=Luxcmburg Frence énd 
Switzerlend) however, signed a monetary accord, end in Ost3ber 
1933 reached an agreement releting t3 the desirability of in- 
creasing mutuel trade by bilateral agrccments, but little was 
gained and the bloc s33n disintcgretcd. Finally there wes the 
tripartite monctary agreement cf 1936 - after the dcvaluatisn 

of the franc = between Frencc, the Unitcd Statcs and the Unitcc 
Kingdsm, which creatcd a s2 slid link bctween the three currencics 
and provided some stimulus ts international trede (sec para. 29). 


Imperial Econsmic Rclatisns 


19. The seéricus cantractison of French ¢cxpc2rt markets during the 
1930's. and the growing esuterkic tendencics cverywhere, led 
Frence t2 concentrate increesingly on fostcring trade with her 
empire, in an cffsrt tc sffset the contraction of her trede 

With forcign countrics,. Before the Wer sf 1914-18 the trade 

9f France with her oversc¢cas territsrics hed constitutcd only « 
little over sne-tenth of the total in value. The sherc sub- 
sequently rose, and during the 1930's it came t3 constitute 
between sne-quarter and cne=-third of the much diminished tctel 
trede. French imperial trade fell in g21ld valuc between 1929 
end 1937, althsugh there was probably a rise in the stream 2f 
imports ints France: noneimperiel tradc, sf csoursc, fll rapidly 
both in gold value and in volume, es described above. 


Trede sf French Empire as percentage 2f total French trade 
Imp 3rts 
1909/13 11.0 
1929 12.0 
1933 . 23.7 
1936 28.5 
1937 a 
1938 | 27.1 
This marked growth, which can be paralleled clsewhere e.g. in the 


British Empire, indicates that, in face cf the breakdown cf the 
normal trade channels, France was increasingly dependent sn her 


‘ empire, both as a market for her exports, and es 2 saurce of 


supply. Varisus circumstances favceured.this development. 
First, trede between France end her empire benefited fram an 
especially advantageous commercial régime. In the secand placc, 
just as the price disparity which hempered French exports during 
the period 1931-36 cncoureged a diversion of exports t2 the 
empire, s2 c3lonieal products similarly handicapped had a corres- 
ponding inducement to gravitate towards France and were cnabled 
+2 do s2 by French restrictizns on imports from foreign countries. 
On the other hand it must not be forgotten that the depressisn 
and the fall in world prices 2f primary products hit the French 
empire hard and so restricted the extent t2 which 4t csuld pur- 
chase French g22ds, while such 2f its products as enjoydd world 
markets suffered not only from low prices but from a competitive 
disadvantege compared with products sf countries with depreciated 
rrencies. The er growth cof French seen th the 
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cmpire was in greet part-due t3 the disruption of world trade 
but was eals3 influenced by o tendency towards eutarky similar 
to that which cperated elsewhcre, 


20. The limitations on trede between France and her empire 
were, hawever, fairly stringent. The French oversees posscs- 
Sions were ps3r and at & relatively 1lsw level sf ccan3amic develsp- 
ment. Cinsequently their capecity tc absorb French exports 
wes severely restricted; and, epart from Algeria, the largest 
Single market and the most impcrtent territory ecsnomically, 
they bought chiefly cotton textiles and sther relatively cheap 
consumers’ goods. Equally, the actual cxtent tc which the 
colonies were able t2 satisfy French needs wes limited, in 
spite sf the encsuregement given t2 th production sf camnsditics 
of which France sta3d in need, c.g. rubber from Inds-China, 
coffec, bananes etc. In anly 0 small range cf commoditics, 
such as phosphates from North Africe, cscsa frim West Africa 
and rice from Ind>-China, did thc Empire enjsy ea virtual monc- 
poly 3f the French merket. Colonial praducts dependent on 
world markets derived only limited benefits fram French imperial 
preference,. Finally seversel sf the mast impsortent empire pra- 
ducts, such as wine from Algeria and ccreals from Narth Africa 
end Indo-China, competed with French home production. French 
wine gr3wers ssught ts restrict wine imports fr3m North Africa 
end althsugh Frence increesingly turned to her empire t2 make 
.g39d her deficiency in cereal production, she wished the quan- 
tities to be impsrted annually ts be determined by the yeer-by- 
yeer harvest variations in France, This conflict between 
French end empire prsducers proved during the 1930's a particularly 
intractable prablem, cspecially in regerd t3 wine. 


2l. French colonial policy in the cccnsmic sphere was based 

on the law of 1928, which cansslidated a number 3f previsus re- 
guletions, Apart from Algeria, which hed been included in the 
French customs area since 1884 French sverseas passessi3zns were 
Givided intc twos grsups. assimilated and non-assimilated 3r 
autanomsus caslsonies. The first ersup —- Ind3-Cnina. Madagascar, 
Réunicn, French Guiana. Guadelzupe and Martinique - enjoyed 
free trade with Frence and in principle applied the French 
teriff tc foreign gocds. Between France and the aut3nomsus 
colonies sa preferential tariff preveiled exccpt where treety 
obligaticns sr the existence sf a mandatc necessitated the ap- 
Plieatisn of the "spen dosr" principle as in Msoroccsa. After 
1928 French policy wes directcd incrcesingly tawards ec3ancomic 
integration, and an imperial economic conference Meld in 1934-35, 
although largely barren of schievemcnt, marked a new Frénch 
attitude towards imperial problems. Some positive steps were 
taken and tariffs in the non-essimilated cslonies were lowered 
t3 the benefit cf inter-imperiel trade and raised against the 
dsutside world. The power 3f such calcnies t3 fix their 3wm 
rates wes gstricted in order to dircct their trade towards 
France, In 1938 the Government denounced the Angl3-French 
Conventisn of 1898 which provided for equality of sppsrtunity 
in oertein West African arcas. In 1931 the French insugureted 
& pslicy sf taxing certein commoditics c3ming from foreign 
countries which competed with similar colonial commodities, in 
order t2 provide financial aid to c3lsnial prceducers, but this 
policy was effective only in cases where foreign imports were 
large in relation t2. colsnial imports. Finally cslonial 
products were - in general - exempted from the French quota 
restrictions after their inauguration in 1931, and some c3lcnies 
were permitted t> impose quantitative restrictions con fsreign 
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empire was in grest part--due t3 the disruption of world trade 
but was als3 influenced by o tendency towards eutarky similar 
ts that which cpereated elsewhere, ° 


20. The limitations on trede between France and her empire 
were, hawever, féirly stringent. The French oversees posscs- 
sions were poor and at & relatively low level 3f ecanamic develsp- 
ment. Cansequently their capacity tc absorb French exports 

wes severely restricted; and, epart from Algeria, the largest 
Single market and the most impcrtent territzry economically, 
they bought chiefly cotton textiles end sthcr relatively cheap 
consumers!’ go2ads. Equally, the actual cxtent t2 which the 
colonies were able t2 satisfy French needs wes limited, in 

spite sf the encsuregement given t2 th production sf camnsditics 
of which France sto3d in need, ¢.g. rubber from Ind2-Chinea, 
coffec, bananes etc. In 3snly 0 small range cf conmmoditics, 
such as phosphates from North Africe, csc3a fram West Africa 

and rice from Ind2-Chine, did the Empire enjsy ea virtual monc- 
poly 3f the French merket. Calonial pr3aducts dependent an 
world markets derived snly limited benefits fram French imperial 
preference,. Finally several sf the mast importent empire pro- 
ducts, such as wine from Algeria and cereals from North Africa 
end Indo-China, competed with French home production. French 
wine grswers ssught ts restrict wine imports fr3m North Africa 
end althsugh. Frence increesingly turned t2 her empire t2 make 
goso0d' her deficiency in cereal praducticon, she wished the quan- 
tities t3 be impsrted annually ts be determined by the year-by- 
year harvest varistions in France, This conflict between 
French and empire prsaducers proved during the 1930's a particularly 
intractable prablem, cspecially in regord t3 wine. 


ahs French colonial policy in the ccsnomic sphere was based 
on the law of 1928, which cansslidated a number of previsus re- 
guletiocons, Apart from Algeria, which hed been included in the 
French customs area since 1884 French sverseas passessi3zns were 
divided intc tws grsups. assimilated and non-assimilated 3r 
autanemsus c3lsnies. The first erszup — Ind3-Conina. Madagascar, 
Réunicn, French Guiana. Guadel2upe and Martinique - enjoyed 
free trade with Frence and in principle applied the French 
teriff tc foreign gocds. Between France and the sut3nomsus 
colonies a preferentisl tariff preveiled except where treaty 
obligatisns sor the existence 2f a mandatc necessitated the ap- 
Plicatisn of the "“spen door" principle as in Morocca. After 
1928 French policy wes directcd incrcesingly towards ecanomic 
integration, and an imperial ecconsamic conference Meld in 1934-35, 
although largely borren cof schievemcnt, marked a new Fr€nch 
attitude towards imperial problems. Some pssitive stcps were 
taken and tariffs in the non-essimilatcd calonies were lowered 
t3 the benefit cf inter-imperiel trade and raised against the 
sutside world. The power 3f such c3lconies t3 fix their 3wn 
rates wes estricted in order tc dircct their trade towards 
France. In 1938 the Government denounced the Angl3-French 
Conventisn of 1898 which provided for equality of sppsrtunity 
in certain West African arcas. In 1931 the French insugurated 
& pslicy sf taxing certain commoditics c3ming from foreign 
cauntries which competed with similar colonial commodities, in 
order t3 provide finencial aid to c3lonial prceducers, but this 
policy was effective sonly in cases where foreign imports were 
large in relation ts colsnial imports. Finally colonial 
products were - in general - exemptcd from the French quota 
restrictisns after their inauguration in 1931, and some c3ilcnies 
pda oo t2 impose quantitative restrictions con foreign 
MpOTts. ’ | 
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The Pre-War Pattern 3f Trede 


22. The gencral pattern cf French trade wes net greatly 
effected by the War sf 1914-18, but was scrisusly disrupted by 
the warld depression end by the barricrs tz trede which erczse 

Sut of it. Thus, whereas formerly two-thirds of French exp2zrts 
were sent t3 Eurspe, by 1938 little morc than helf 23f them went 
there. The shere taken by the Unitcd Kingdsm, in perticular, 
wes affected by the develuation of the pound sterling end the 
teriff wer (see pere. 17) and shrenk very much during the 1930's, 
Blthough it recovered somewhat eftcr 1936. The fall in the . 
share taken by Germany was similarly very marked. BEur3pe had 
always constituted by for the most important fsorcign merket far 
French exports; and, since it wes imp3ssible in the circumstances 
to extend French sales in 3versces forcigen countries very greetly, 
Frence was dbliged t2 recaup hersclf f3r her lsst markets in 
Eurspe by diverting expsrts t23 her empire, which thus during 

the 1930's incressed its rclative shere in the French exp2rt 
trade. Kurspée was not so sutstending as a saurcee sof French 
imports elthsugh impcrteant es a saurce cf supply of menufectured 
g@asds and 3f c3al end czke, but cqually during the 1930's its 
share 3f French imports declined. During this pericd the French 
empire similarly came t3 supply en incrcesing propsrtisn sf 
imports at the expcnse sf fsreign countries. 


Shere in French tradc (percentege ) 


Imports Exports 
1928 1938 1926 1938 
Europe 3 34, _, atte 
Other Foreign Countries a oe 18 pe 
French Overseas territories re 27 18 27 


B. OTHER CURRENT ITEMS OF TH? BALANCE OF PAYMENTS® 
Interest end Dividends ‘ 


EO 


25. Before 1914 the largest "invisible" credit item in Fy,ence's 
balence af current payments was the intercst end dividends 
derived from French investments abraad. In 19135 the gross 

yield sf such revenues was over 9 milliard francs (expressed in 
1928 gold values), which was absut 3ane-third of the value sf 
merchandise exports, and the net revenue from this source was 
more than sufficient to sffset the passive balance con merchandise 
trade transactions. The subscquent fluctuation in such revenues 
wes considerable. The loss 3f French investments as the result 
of the war sf 1914-18 and its eftermeth 4 pera. @) reduced 
them to between 2 and 3 millierd francs (1928 g21d values). 

During the 1920's fresh investments:were made by Frence; the 
yield from intercst and dividends slowly incrcésed and by 1929 
had reached absut 6 milliard francs, which wes, however, evycn 
then only about onc-seventh of the value 2f merchandise exp2rts. 
The slump led to a sharp fall in their yield, but from 1934 
Onwards interest and dividends @ain increased ing to world 
economic dated AB in ats they amounted to absut 4 milliard 
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2h. T3urist Expenditure. The tcurist trade wes cf considereble 
importence t3 the French economy before 1914, and the expenditure 
of foreign tourists in France has always greatly exceeded that cf 
French t3urists abroad. The net yield from such expenditure 

is known snly imperfectly and estimates vary widely. Befsre 

the War 3f 1914-18 the net revenue fram tourists avereged ebsut 
353 millierd francs annually. During the 1920's Frence derived 
great ecancomic benefit from foreign tourists, especially during 
the pericd of the depreciatisn of the franc - 1921 t2 1926 - 
swing t2 the low cost of living; the estimates given for the 
years 1925 and 1926 - the best years - which may have been put 
t33 high - give se net revenue of 10 millieard francs, scr perhaps 
one-fifth sf that of merchandise exports. Subsequently, 
however, the tourist trade was severely hit by the slump and the 
high cost of living in France, end during the 1930's the revenue 
from taurists fell t23 a mere fractisn sf its former level. 


25. Shipping Freights, Insurance and Transit. Of these three 
items Shieetne freight is much the mist importent.. The income 
fr3m shipping was generally smaller than that fram interest and 
dividends sr taiurists, althsugh it wss larger then that derived 
from the diminished tourist industry cof the 1930's. Befcre 

1914 the net income from shipping aeveraged absut 1.600 millisn 
franos annually. After 1918 there was a considerable increasc 
in the tannage sf the French mercantile merine. and the net 
income from shipping during the 1920's averaged 3sver 3 milliard 
francs annually. The growth cof the French mercantile marine 
wes, however, less rapid then these 3f certain 2ther csuntrics, 
nor was French shipping ever notably efficient. It wes assisted 
by operating subsidies, which during the 1930's amsunted in same 
years t5 more than £3 millisn, end a very high propcerticn sf the 
vessels were s1d. During the 1930's the slump and the prolinged 
depression in the French export trade hit French shipping very 
hard, especially as the percentage of exports carried in French 
bottoms hes always been much higher then that cf imports. 
Subsidies were largely increased, while between 1929 and 1938 the 
gross tonnage of the French merchant fleet (vessels cof saver 100 
gross tons) fell from 3,379,000 t2 2,903,000 grass tins. As 

the result of the prolonged depressicn in French shipping, the net 
income fram freights declined and in 1938 snly amlunted t3 1 
milliard francs (in 1928 gold values). Payments 3n-accsount sof 
reparatisns from Germany als3 1lsomed large during the 1920's 
(they geased after 1932): during these years such payments in 
cash together with the value 2f thase in kind exceeded the net 
revenue from shipping freights. In the yeers 1927/29 for 
example, they averaged between 6 and 7,milliard francs annuelly. 


26. Debit Items. Before 191 the scle debit item cf any 
importance in the French balance of current payments was mer- 
chendise imports. During the 1920's, however, Government payments 
3n account sf war debts lo:med large: they then averaged absut 
1,50@ million francs yearly but diminished after 1928 and ceased 
altogether in 1933. 7 


air The expansion of French industry after the War of 1914-18, 
ctu ‘led with the heavy war losses in manpower and the low birth 
rate, led to a ote influx of foreign warkers int? France. As 

@ result the remittances scnt home by such workers = unimportant 
before 1914 - became sf considerable importance during the 1920's, 
‘averaging about 2 milliard francs ennually. With the slump and 
the osntinuance of industrial depression, unemployment and 
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repatrisetion greatly reduced such payments, end by 1938 they 
had fallen ts only 250 million francs. 

C. THE CAPITAL ITEMS 


Foreign Investment 


28. Before 1914 Frence wes the second most impsrtant creditor 
netion in the world, having become important as a capital ex- 
porting country mainly efter 1885. It has been estimated that 
in 1914 French investments abroad amounted to 45 milliard froncs, 
including 27.5 millierds in Europe, neerly a helf of this being 
invested in Russia. Meny of these loans had been placed for 
political reasons, and in the uphesveal caused by the War of 
1914-18 and the subsdquent defaults msre thon half were rendercd 
worthless. By 1919 French investments abroad were estimated 

et only 18 milliard francs (in 1914 g91d values). After the 

wer French investors were reluctent ts grent lang-term loans in 
view of their peinful experiences after 1918; nevertheless there 
wes @ resumption of foreign investment after the war, elthsugh 

on nothing like the pre-wer scale and much of such capitel was 
repatrieted between 1928 and 1933. It is probeble however, 
thet much of the capitel which ssught safcty abraad during the 
period of infléetion was.either hoerdecd in the form 3f gold or 
left in short-term deposits. After the stabilisetisan of the 
franc in 1928 and until 1931 there was a further growth in long- 
term capital investment 3n something more like the pre-wer scalc, 
but the crisis in the Unitcd States in 1929, and later the dc- 


parture of Great Britain from the gold standard, brought this 
movement to an end, end led to a reversal of the trends. 


French portfoli2 of Colonial & Foreign Lonp-term 
investment, 1933, in Milliards of frencs 


Pre-wer holdings revealued in 1928 
francs 


Capital subscribed to new colonial 
and forcign issues, 1919-28 


Capital involved in purchase of long- 
term foreign securities, 1919-28 10 


Purchases of foreign securitics and 
new issues for colonies and abroad 
1928-33 


Less sale of foreign securities, 1931-33 


Total in 1933 


Much of the new investment during the 1920's was political 
rother than purely economic, end was designed to strengthen the 
position of Frence's eastern allies - Poland and the Little 
Entente. The coming sf the world depression in the 1930's 
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brought this renewed investment to an cnd and although there 
were very .extensive capitel movements they were pred3minantly in 
short-term funds or gold movements. ‘It is equally certain that 
during the 1930's French investors suffered heavily fram the 
extensive defaults on foreign loans by debtors, especially in 
Ccntral Eurosapc. 


Capital Movements end Exchange Rates 


29. Movements 3f French short-term cepitel during the two 
inter-war decedes were very csnsiderable. During the War of 
1914-18 the very large import surplus hed been financed by 
British end American oredits; and, when these ceascd in 1919, 
the franc fell in value. Subsequently, although in 1920 Frence 
hed e passive merchandise trede balance sf some 20 millisn frencs, 
she wes able t3 mect this situation end t3 sustein the value of 
the franc by means of large private credits from abroad. 

Between 1920 end 1924 these short-term debts were repaid, but the 
balence sf current payments was adjusted without involving 
serious difficultics. Unfortunately, however, the budgetary 
position grew progressively worse es the French giverniment's 
hopes of financing reconstruction sut 3f receipts fram Germany 
were not reslised. Eventually in 1925 this led t3 an infletis- 
nary situetion and there was ea ravid fall in the value of the 
franc. This in turn led to a flight from the franc, French 
capital being exported abroad for safety. The franc, however. 
was ultimatcly stabiliscd de fect2 in 1926, vigorous measures 
heaving been teken by the Poinceré administratisn for the rests- 
ration sf the finances, It was undervalued in relation to 

3ther currencies end, beceuse of the continucd cfflux of short- 
term funds from France sowing t3 a desirc t3 cscape the high 
taxeaticn impssed by the budget reforms, this undervaluatiszn was 
cnabled t2 continue. By the end cof 1928 French balances abrs3ad 
amsunted ts some 58 millierd francs, 3f which the Bank of Fyance 
held absut 27 milliards and the Treesury absut 10 milliards. 
Moreover, sut of consideration for the intercsts of 3asther central. 
banks, the Bank of France hed hcsitatcd to c3anvert its holdings 
into gold. But with the legal stabilisation of the franc in 
1928 et 124.21 francs ts the pound sterling French short-term 
capital exports ceased. During the next four years these short- 
term balanccs were repatriated, and thcre was a massive inflow 

3f gold, much bigger in scale than the forcign lending undertaken 
by Frence during these years. As e@ result Frencen gold heoldings 
became unhealthily large. There wes still further repatriation 
of what wes left of these short-term funds in 1932,-while the 
Benk of France was able t2 canvert ints gold what remained of 

its holdings in fsreign exchange. These inward capital and 
gold movements in 1932 fer more than compensated for the pro- 
gressive withdrewal of the forcign deposits which had sought 
refuge in France after the devaluation of sterling and 3ther 
currencies in 1931. Capital end g21d movements were on a4 much 
smaller scale in 1933 and 1934, but by 1935 the internal credit 
situation hed deterisreted, and expzarts of capital recommeneed. 
In 1936 the protracted defletion brought absut seriszus sscial 
unrest and the withdrewal sf capital was accelcrated by feers 

of a.left-wing electoral victory and possible devaluatisn. 
Between April and June the Bank 3f France lost more than 21 
milliards sf gold and forcign exchange. Althsugh the Populer 
Front government did n3t wish t2 devaluc, the flight 3f capital 
continued and by the autumn devaluation had become inevitable. 

In Octsber, therefore, the value of the franc was reduced ts 

105 fratics to the pound sterling, This devaluatisn took place 
6s part of the ss-callicd Tripartite Monetary Agrcement of 
Scptembcr 25, 1936, en informal agrcement between Greet Britain 
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Frence ond the U.S.A., which pravidcd for c3-cperaticn in the 
technicel speretisn sf the stabilisation (sr @kchange cqualisetion) . 
funds 3f the three c3untrics. ‘All three g3vernments undcrt3:k 
inter elia t2 act togcther in order t3 avzaid "es far as possible 
any disturbance sf the basis cf intcrnatianal cxchenges rcsulting 
fram the proposed reedjustment' 3f the franc. The agrecment wes 
still in force at the sutbreek 3f wer in 1939 despite the further 
develuatisns of the franc in 1937 and 1938 (see below). Owing 
t3 dislike sf the Popular Front government in business circles, 
and t3 the drastic siscial legislation, especially the forty- 

hour week, confidence was not restored and thc flight sf capital 
from France wes not arrested. In 1937 there was a further £11 
in the franc. Finally the succcss3rs 2f the Blum governiucnt 
cmbarked 2n e& reversol sf the previsus prlicy, simed at securing 
business confidence, and in May 1938 the franc was finelly sta- 
bilised at 179 frencs ts. the paund. This p3licy pr3vced succes-: 
sful and sian there was @ steady repatriation sf capital fom 
abraded. 


D. Conclusion & Praspects. 


350. The acute end prolonge@ depressison during the 1930's tended 
t3 hinder what was prabebly the most significant develspment in 
the French econsmic structure during the two-inter-war decades, 
namely the growth cf industrialisecticon and in particular cf the 
capitel gs2ds industries. The cffect 3f this industrial grawth 
upsn Frence's export trade during the inter-war perisd wes, as 
has been indicated, considerable. French textiles and luxury 
g39ds steadily diminished in relative importancc, while the pro- 
portion sf capitel g33ds exported t2 totel exports revealed a 
steedily expanding tendency even during the 1930's. In commer- 
ciel policy France's most imp3rtant contributisn t3 the new 
commercial prectices cf the 1930's was her intrs3ducticon and 
development of the guste as e means 2f regulating and controlling 
imports. French commercial methsds during the 1930's were less 
novel —- and hence less interesting - then those cf Germany. 
Nevertholess the guste system which she initiated did becczme a 
very important method of ccommerciel defence during that decade. 
4 

Ht ~ ate | save on : = arene WES 7 TtCU.6 vwUS miefeed ATT) &) 1) 
practically the whole of France's experts went tc Germany afd, 
es with the sther sccupicd csuntries 3f Europe, a large éaring 
belence accumulated at Berlin t2 the credit 3f Francs The 
volume sf French trade fell immediately ts a fracgeian of whet it 
was before the war, and it declined still more éfter the cessa- 
tisn of trede with the Frenah overscas posseSsisns. Thus Frence 
lost the vast majority of her treditisnat markets, while the 
capacity of her industry (wh3ase cffi ney had already been conm- 
promised by the long depressicn) compete in weorld markets hag 
been still further lessened by wér damage and by the impossibility 
during the wer years of repla€ing sut-sf-datc equipment and cven 
3f maintaining plant in fg conditicn. The ecan3mic dislocatisn 
of the post-Liberatison périsd and the difficulty 2f returning to 
an ¢quilibrium of prjecs and wages, added t3 the lack 2f every 
kind of manufacturg’“and the disestrius shortage of c3al, will 
méeke an cerly rgstmpticn sof cxpsrts very difficult, md France 


. #1 ¢itae 


CG 
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yGene—+o—cont. Fradteis import necds are gerest in raw materials, 
~manufectures and fasdstuffs, while her traditional exports of 
quality goods will be hindered, os in the 1930's. by the restric- 
tions which most countries will prabebly plece at first on the 
import of luxury gosds. The export ‘cssibilities 3f her iron 
and steel industry are great, but in order ts profit by them 
¥rance must %btein coal from Germany. Moresver, her invisible 
\ - . 
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351. From 1940 to 1944 French trade was cominated by Germany; nearly all French 
non-imperial exports went to Germany and, as with the other occupied countries of 
surope, @ large clearing balance accunulatecu at Berlin to the credit of France. 
The volume of French trade with the outside world dropped to a low level but 
imports from the african possessions were fairly well sustained until November 
1942. Thus France lost a large part of her traditional markets~ The capacity 
of her industry (which hau already been affected by the long depression) to 
compete in world markets has been lessened by war damage and by the difficulty 
during the war years of replacing out-of-date equipment ana of maintaining plant, 
although certain branches of industry which were developed by the Germans are in 
satisfactory condition. The econonic dislocation of the post-liberation period 
and the difficulty of returning to an equilibrium of prices and wages, added to 
the disastrous coal shortage and persistent transport difficulties, make an early 
resumption of exports very difficult, while the present overvaluation oi the 
franc (200 fr. = £1) will have to be change. before any large-scale export trade 
is resuned. 
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6xp3rts will be lessened through isss cof freight rcvenuc until 
her shipping losses can be made up, and the lucretive tcurist 
treffic cannot be expacted t2 rccsver immediately. Reperatisns 
ere an as yet incalculable factor. France is, however. for- 
tunate in having came sut of the wer in a better position then 
the United Kingdom as regerds g31d and foreign investments. 


32. In commercial pilicy Frencc will clearly be forced t3 
exercise strict csntr2l saver imports fsr some yeers t3 come, 


elthozugh agricultural specialisation may lead tz some modificetisn 


3f the former restrictions on ccreal imports. Her general 
tariff policy will clearly depend sn werld ec3namic ecsanditicns 
end on interneatisneal arrangements, but the recent agrecment 3x 
economic consultation with the Low Cauntrics and the trend sf 
French 3pinicn suggests that Francc mey be ready t3 c3anclude 
regisznal economic agreements, if passible in cs-spcraticon with 
the United Kingdom, 
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TABLE I Principel French Imports end Exports 1935 
Imports 


A. From Foreign Countries 
Tateal Value (in thous. francs) 


15,562,411 


Commidities Percent of tital 


Chief Supplying 
Poreign imports 


ccountrics. 


Gberc in Imports. 


Coal and coke 12.2 U.K. 1/3 + 
Germany 1/3 + 


Belgium-Luxemburg 1/3 


* dy Cepee gee ee, eee ee ene ot, PMR ee eae 

Peel ee Oo ros Fe . : ; 
“yd P ’ ot 2 ay < . 
£ 


Raw Wa0l 
Petroleum 
Raw Cott3n and 


Linters 


Mechinery 


Oilseeds 


Fresh, dried and 
preserved fruits 


Coffee 
Chemical prsducts 


Metel Products 


Rew Hides and 
Skins 


Timber 


- Woodpulp 


77 


7-3, 


55D 


be Pe 
209 


2.0 


2.0 


1.9 


Austrelia 


Argentina 1/10 + 


Irag 1/3 + 
U.S.A. & 


U.S.A. & 
Egypt + 


Germany 1/3 + 
U.K. 277 
Switzerland 1/10 
U.S.A. 1/5 


British India 1/3 
Argentina 3 


Spain 1/3 + 
Itely 1/10 


Spanish M2r3ccs 1/7 


and Canaries 
Brazil = + 


U.K. 1/5 
Germany 1/5 


Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 


U.S.A. 1/6 


U.S.A. 1/10 
Germany 1/3 + 
U.K. 1/10 


Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 


U.S.A. = 
Canada 1/3 


Sweden 1/5 
Finlend i 
U.S.S.R. 1/5 


Sweden + = 
Finland 1/10 + 


Principal French Exports : 


A. T9 Foreign Csuntrics 
Total value (in thous. francs) 10,582,807 


ommidities Percentage 2f total Chief 
exports to foreign Countries sf destination 
countries Shere teken by. 
Iron and steel (ge U.K. 1/7 - 
Products Italy 1/6 


Germany 1/7 - : 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 - 
Switzerland 1/106 - 


Raw Wool 6.3 Belgium-Luxemburg i +4 
Germany 1/6 - 
U.K. 1/6 = 
. Czech2sl3vakie 1/7 


Chemical Products 5.5 Belgium-Luxemburg 2/3 - 
Switzerland 1/10 + 
Netherlands 1/10 + 


-~ $ilk send rayon 
menufactures erm | Us Ki. 3/34 
U.S.4. 1/10 + 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 - 


Ores of all kinds Tere) Belgium-Luxemburg 3 
‘ Germany s ” 


Mechinery 3.9 Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 + 
and numersus sther 
countries both in 
Eurspe and in sther 
continents. 


Rew hides and skins 3.2 Germany 1/5 + 
U.S.A. 1/5 + 
| Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 
U.K. 1/10 - 
Netherlands 1/10 - 
Italy 1/10 


Cereals 32 U.K. 2/3: + 
Itely 1/5 - 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 


Motor vehicles and 
parts 3.1 Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 - 
Ui 5s ara + 
Switzerland 1/10 
Spain 1/10 + 


Wine - Bod U: K,..1/3:- 
: Switzerland 1/10 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 + 
U.S.A. 1/10 + 


Toole end Metel f Pay 
Products 2.6 ee Be gi um Lupeebure 1/10 + : 
' : ) : . Switzerland 1/10. q 
| rm | and meny other countries. 


i / 


: ual 
? t 
— 


48 el le Ss tl eee 
jin Sh hes Pee ea eee 
Y re ee ee ee 


A. To Foreign Countries (contd. ) 


Commodities peresp tee of t3tal Chief 
exports t3 foreign Countrics 3f destinatisn 
csuntrics Sh taken b 


Share taken by: 


W351 yarn | . Belgium-Luxemburg 1/3 
Netherlands 1/3 - 


Spirits. ; U.K. 1/3 - 


U.S.A. 1/7 a 
Sweden 1/10 - 


Silk and reyosn Switzerland + 
yearns Germany 1/7 
irgentinea 1/10 + 
Italy 1/10 
U.K. 1/10 = 


Coal and coke , Switzerland ¢ - 
Italy 1/6 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 + 


Catton yarn Belgium-Luxemburg 1/3 + 
Germany 1/10 + 
Roumania 1/10 
Switzerland 1/10 - 


~——99909994—-— 


io French oversees territsrics 


T3tal value (in thous. francs) | 


Percentege of total Chief Cauntrics sof 
exports és French destination 
 Serritsries Shere taken by: 


Cotton Manufactures 12.5 Algeria 1/3 + 
Tunisia 1/7 
Indo-Chinse 1/5 
French West Africa 1/10 + 


Crude and refinea Algeria 3 
1 


+ 
suger Msjrsccso 1/3 
Motor vehicles and Algeria + - 

parts Morscces 1/10 + 


Tools and Metal Ligerie 1/3 + 
Products ; Maroces 1/10 + 
ra ‘Yhdo-China 1/10 + 
Tunisia 1/10 


Machinerp | Algeria = -- 
Indo-China 1/10 ~ 
Tunisia 1/10 
Morocco 1/10 = 


Iron and Steel Algeria 3 - 
Producter Ind3-China 1/6 


Chemicel Products Algcrie $+ 


Vegetable d1is - Algeria 2/3 + 
(excl. olive) © : 7 


\ 


Destination by Principsl Ciuntrics 


TABLE IL 


SHARE IN EXPORTS 


Algeria 

United Kinedom 
Belgium-Luxemb urg 
Switzerland 
U.S.A. 

Germany 
Netherlands 
Tunisia 
Lnd3-China 


Algeria 

U.S.A. 

United Kingdom 
Germany 
Belgium—Luxéemburg 
Indo-China 
French West Arrica 
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SHARE IN IMPORTS 
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Countries of Origin 


1933 


Nh WWW iON 
ON MW ON OF OV 


ft 


Per Cent 
1929 1933 
5.1 13,6 
LO. 3 12.3 
10.0 6.7 
130 0.3 
6.7 6,3 
162 2.8 
1.4 1.3 
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B. From French Overseas tcrritorics 


EEE 


Total value of Imports (in thous. of Francs ) 


5,382, 840 


Commodities Percentage 3f total Shere probided by 
je Tale 3 coloniel imports chief supplicrs 


Wine 21,6 Algerie practically all 


Cercels 15,2 Algeria 1/3 
Moraces 1/5 
Tunisia 1/5 
Indo-China 


Oilsecds French \iest Africa 

Suger Martinique 1/3 » 
Réunisn 1/3 
Guadeloupe 1/5 


Spirits Algcrie 3 + 
Mertinique 1/5 
Guedelsupe 1/5 


Inds-China all 


To French overseas territories (c3ntd. 


ommodities : shie / 
- Countries 3f destination 


Perfume and ssaps Algcria + + 


Paper Algeria 
| unisia 1/5 - 


lgeris 3 - 


srsce3 1/10 
nds-China 1/10 + 
unisia 1/10 


Rubber menufectures 


* 
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TABLE III 
COMMERCTAL BALANCE 


1911/13 1934/36 1936/37 


average average 


fn Millis ré=vealucd in 
E. Y2o francs) | 


France overseas , 30 ~2,0h1 


Industriel Eurspean 
countries (U.K., 
Belgium,Switzerlend, 


Italy) 5,307 
Germe ny 928 
NSA, - 2,265 
| Other Countries ~ 10,363 
Bélance of Foreign trede - 8, 29 
Balance 3f external trede, 


foreign countries + 
France overseas -8,279 
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COAL 


1, Output is still going a and reached 856,650 tons in 
the week end 10th Zeveaber; his represents 90% of the 1938 
output, As long as food supplies to the miners and transport 
facilities can be kept up, there is every reason to hope that 
output will continue to rise, 


2. The French Govermment have been seriously perturbed by 
the non-arrival of their allocations of Ruhr coal. After 
investigations it is still difficult to say exactly where the 
trouble is, or how it comes about that empty wagons have not 
been available to ldad the coal for France, whereas Holland and 
Belgium have received more than their allocation, which further 
perturbs the French, Directives have been sent out to all British 
authorities responsible on the necessity of quick turn-round and 
quick repairs, Genéral de Gaulle has himself taken up the matter 
as far as Franee and French occupied territory is concerned, It 
is hoped that these directives will have their effect; and, 
indeed, it is said that arrivals are improving, 


FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 


ct Although ea few weeks it seemed like 
might exceed 4,000, ons, the beet 1 

so far has a low ll content and it is now * certain that the 
total output will only be some 400,000 tons as compared with 
800,000 tons to 1,000,000 tons before the war, Last year wearly 
2,000,000 tons of beet were not utilised owing to lack of coal or 
in some areas to failure to deliver the coal to the f 
This year, however, the beet industry has been allocated 450 
tons of coal, all of which has been delivered with the 
of 60,000 tons which will be delivered by the end of this month, 


Meat allocations for 19\6 are at under | 
shi ee a 10 of eh 


are details of demestié production and 
ented by the French to C.F.B. = 


6, The French requirements for 1946 have been based on a 
population fi of 42 millions and ew ration of 250 grams, 
As the population figure is based on the ni of ration card 
holders it is not too reliable and is sabi inflated, 


Total Civil .Requirements inelujing _ 
supplement — 835,000 tons 
Army Requirements : eae: tons 


871,000 ‘tons 
Estimated Domestic Production 657,000 tons 
Deficit bint nites tons 


2, ( The French Winistry of Food have made 
systematic surveys during the last few days in order to ascertain 
the effects of taking bread off the ration at the beginning of 
November, As anticipated, in the large towas bread consumption 
has down slightly, owing in some measure to the fact that 
the Ministry have now auth aed the manufacture of "baguettes" 
ae thin Den Jeet) the sale of which was forbidden rg the 

grt their at higher profits date the 
ath tay and their easistents are very Satisfied th the new 


In “the pt end semieurbsn districts, however, 
~ ton 3 As brows ecariens and keep of fer are in the sent 


e! 5- 


consumers on several occasions that bread will only remain 


unrationed so long as 


erate with him in restricting 
their consumption and 


the removal of rationing, 


y position remains unc ed, 
Here a ine proportion of p sers were "6changistes"; that 
is, they did not draw a bread ration but gave their own flour 
to the baker for baking, Since the de-rationing of bread 
they have realised that it is more profitable for them to buy 
ready-made bread at its present low price and sell their ow 
flour to the Ministry at 700 frans a quintal, thus receiving 
the benefit of the subsidy, The result is that while there 
is an appreciable increase in the sale of bread in country 
districts this increase is balanced by a proportionate increase 
in the amount. of flour delivered to the Ministry, On the whole 
the Ministry of Food is satisfied with the situation as it is 
at present but emphasises that the position may yet deteriorate 
if France’s full import requirements are not met in full and 
delivered promptly, , 


SITUATION 


eople c 
n not abus 


9, In the country the suppl 
ure 


INDUS 


10, Although coal production continues to be satisfactory, 
the difficulties in regard to supplies from the Ruhr have 
compelled a reduction in the allocations of coal to industry 
for November of about &, but in some industries the pergentage 
was higher, In particular, coal supplies to the textile 
industry have been cut by some 2% and it is reported that some 
factories will have to close, There is, however, ground for 
hope that it will not be necessary to maintain these cuts for 
more than a short period, | : 


11, Electricity supply, which had improved after rain in 
the Alpine region, is again a matter of concern on account of 


reduced output and increased demand, Paris is once again suffer- 


ing intermittent interruptions’ of its electrical supply and it 
has decided to continue daylight-saving over the winter in 
order to economise electricity. 


12, The principal immediate concern of industry, however, is 
which are inadequate even for the 


the shortage of railway ee \s 
present low level of indus rial t 
taking steps to avoid unnecessary diversions and to 
turn-round; but it is clear that the problem will continue to 

be serious throughout the winter, always the most difficult time 


for transport. 


13, In the iron and steel industry production in October 
increased notably over September and 25 blast furnaces are now 
reported to be in operation whilst another four are to be relit 


activity. The railways are 


been increased since September, but through difficulties over 
supply from Germany the sllocations have not in fact been met, 


mM 
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speed-up wago 


as soon a8 coal supplies arrive, Coal allocations have actually 
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14, Engineering continues to suffer from shortages of steel 
and coal and fears are expressed that the running dom of stocks of 
steel will have serious repercussions on the future activity 
of the industry, which also is confronted with the cessation of 
allied orders on Mutual Aid and of orders for service requirements, 


15, In the textile industry, the wool-comb ing factories of 
RoubaixeTourcoing are reported to be producing at about 75% of the 
pre-war output and the worsted aptanige milis at 55; but there 
was a Slight decrease in the output of woollen yarn in October, 
Weaving which has hitherto been in the’ doldrums owing to the 
time taken for raw wool to be spun, is now vig ono "emadias 
of yarn and is producing at about 5556 of pre-war; it is hoped 
to reach 50% by the end of the year, The major part of the 
production has, of course, hitherto gone to satinty military 
requirements, but these have now been reduced to 1% of. rir pete | 
nonetheless, it will be some time before there is any noticeable 
effect on quantities available for civilian consumption, The 
industry, in common with all others, suffers from shortage of raw 
materials and the age of its plant, It is estimated that the 
price of new woollen goods will be something like 300 to 4.00 francs 
a metre, which will mean 700 or 9300 francs retail, 


16, Figures of production of clothing in the first six 
months of 1945 have now been published and are as follows:- 


Overcoats 

Suits 

Dresses 

Women’s coats 

VWork clothing 

Shirts, aprons, etc. 

Men's underwear 3,490,000 articles 
Women's underwear - setts ote * 
Layettes 1,739,000 " 


17, Chemical een continue to suffer from want of raw 
materials, but their greatest problem is transport; wagon 
al locations’ for November are only 50% of requirements, Out atest 
of soap is now about 20% of its pre-war level, although et soap 
is almost at the pre-war level, whilst shav ing SOaD, ae enough, 
is at twice the er figure. 


18, “he Minister of Finance oienaaii asked us, in a — 
insistent manner, what could be done to increase way a 
la ¢ at the treeales ma Bara of ie were a zeal He Was 
cauy 
ty jucts which bind Frenoh 
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19, It is seventies that the French and Italian Gov ernments 
are about to begin negotiations for the restarting of normal 
financial and commercial relations, So far the only transactions 
have been purehases made by French official missions, which have 
been negotiated at the rate of 1 franc for 2 lire, The difficul- 
ty of deciding the te rate of exchange is likely to prove 
a seriolis impediment to the conclusion of any agreement, 


A trade and payments agreement covering a period of six — 
months was signed with Czechoslovakia at the be Deglansigot this 
month, France will export phosphates, bauxite, ry, dyee- 
stuffs and Colonial products to a value of Siancs396 millions, 
Czechoslovakia will export hops, malt, timber, seed potatoes, 
papers Pecow: coal tar and glassware, All transactions are to 

e in francs, 


FUVANCE. 


21. It is reported that total budge r) Fie Oe pte for 1945 will 
amount to 439 milliard frances (of which lard for the 
services), Receipts are estimated as likely to reach 182 milliard, 


22, Civil servants and army personnel have been relieved of 
the obligation of forced saving imposed on them at the beginning 
of this year and the suns retelaed under the arrangement can be 
reclaimed immediately, 


23. In January last the Cartel of Unions of minor civil 
servants (which include postmen, temporary clerks, etc). demanded 
for their members a basic salary of 42,000 francs. a year, Some 
hundreds of thousends of employees are concerned, At the general 
revision of civil service salaries which took place in February, 
they were granted a basic salary of 36,000 francs, This revision 
is said to have benefited the senior more than the junior grades, 
and in view of this and of the continuing rise in the cost of 
living, the Unions have for some months been pressing for a moathly 
indemnity of 1,000 francs pending another revision. The Minister 
of Finance has now announced that in towns of more than 70,000 
inhabitants, salaries will be increased by 4,800 czenes a duhabiten 
= in towns of less than 70,000 but more than 2,000 tants 

y 2,400 francs a year. For officials residing in places with 
a than 2,000 inhabitants there is no rise, ln lesen increase is 
limited to employees receiving less than 48,000 franes a year 
(524000 francs in Paris), 
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_ Foreign Affairs and Monsieur Massigli 
have expressed anxiety with regard to coal situation 
and failure to provide France with coal from Germany. 
Monsieur Massigli suggested appointment of certain | 
number of experienced European railway officials. 
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My immediately preceding telegran,. 


Both Minister for re Affairs last night 
November 29th,-ancd M. Massigli this 
beaten ressed great anxiety with to the coal 
ation a failure to provide France with coal to 
which she was entitled fren Germany. 


| 2. Massigli ted that our officials were 
> pot somntones to dealing with international rail 
and that the appointment of a certain er 
European railway officials would make 
fferen He had been informed that some of 
mathe ties considered that it was possible 

} the supply of coal from Germany to France 
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ur horez at lunch on 30th November ., 
strapeed urgency of coal situation. He said that 
unless there was an improvement in supplied all 
fdttories in France except those with permanent 
heating would have to reduce work to 5 days a 
week. Any help given by Great Britain at this 
time would not be forgotton. 
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IMPORTANT Lt ORG as 

M. Thorez who lunched with me today impressed on 
me urgency of coal situation. He said that unless there 
was an improvement in supplies all factories in France 
except those which have permanent heating would have to 
reduce work to three days a week. At this moment when 
industry is beginning to improve tw faring Ogical effect 
would be disastrous. He compare he effect that 
would have been produced a year ago had Phd been 
abandoned as General Eisenhower then desired - a great 
disappeintment arriving just when the people were 
recovering hope. 
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ba He said that if Great Britain could give 3 
sen te assistance in this question of coal at this 
would never be forgotten. 
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2. He said that if Great Britain could give France any 
assistance in this question of coal at this moment it would 
never be forgotten. 
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French Minister of Industrial Production, Marcel | 
Paul, made statement on 50th November 6n coal 
and electricity situation. He spoke of delays in: 
receipt of coal from Ruhr. Descetibes press comment 


on delays — sta given to protest by Mlle. 
Eve Cur 
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Arrangements had been made for M. Paul, Minister 
of Industrial Production, to visit London at the 
beginning of, this week to discuss this whole question 
of the delay ,@@ the delivery of t@e Ruhr coal to 
France with fir. Shinwell and Mr. Hynd. The visit 
has, however, been postponed or cancelled by the 
French on the ground that Generel De Gaulle has 
decided to take the question up himself “on a high 
level”. According to the press, the General intends 
to send a personal message to the Prime Minister and 
it is possible that this message may be delivered 
to us within the next day or two by the French 
Ambassador who has just returned from Paris. . Whether 
General De Gaulle does send such a message or not, we 
may expect M. Massigli to launch another attack on us 
very shortly. 


a The French have wes some grounds of complaint 
although they are not justified in linking our 
failure to improve the transport situation with our 
differences of opinion about &a'icentralised German 
Administration. It is, however, characteristic of 7 
the French to read a sinister motive .into our failure 
to deliver the coal in the proper quantities. peers at 
legitimate grounds of complaint are twofold. In the = 
first place, the quantity of coal scheduled for export!” 
by the Inter-Allied Economic Directorate has been ag 
reduced from 1,200,000 to 900,090 tons a month because 
we were unable to resist bing; demand. guddenly put to. we” 
by the Russians that the amount of coal. exported from - 
the Ruhr to the Russian zone s q,-be increased by _ 
300,000 tons. We WGSt ares 'enBwer@& the ¢ heim 
made. to us by the Embassy on, the point in our mem a 


UR 4183 that we would not heave been cease eset 32 i oe 
resisting the Russian. demand which is Sea 
the Potsdam Agreement, but the alacrity with w 
did potwithout attempting to a it ‘cannot -h 
semeed a very fevoureble i ea ai ‘on ‘the F re 
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although it is true that their representativeg in Berlin| 


Was not endorsed by his superiors in Paris. A better 


- answer to the French on this point whAebmvefehsainthe 
| Rassangreosttent is the one which we tried to make in 


our memorandum in UR 4164 i.e. that a reduction in the 


to the French 
solved it pnot even be@m possible to carry away the 
coal which has already accumulated at the pits for 
export. 
and mere aubrtenticl 
Their secondscause of complaint is that though the 
tonnage brought into France has risen in the second 
half of November, and although there has been a slight 
improvement in the transport situation, France neverthel 
only obtained during the whole month ee of the coal 
allocated to her by the E.C.O. when other countries 
received on an average 80% of their allocations. The 
' reasons for this failure have not yet been properly 
ascertained but the generalisation made by the Paris 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian is probably 
not far off the mark. He wrote in his despatch of 
29th November that the British Military Administration, 
which“is faced in the Ruhr with one of the most difficul 
problems of management and direction in the world, "is 
working without the stimulus of war and without the 
elasticity of a business organisation”. Mr. Baton 
Griffiths, to whom I have ‘spoken about all this, goes 
so far as to say that in his opinion our authorities in 
the Ruhr have not onty een inefficient but have in some 
cases shown ANWAR Wend unwillingness to help. M. 
Massigii may have been stant in suggesting that our 
officials in the Ruhr were not accustomed to dealing with 
internetional railway problems and that the appointment 
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@id agree to this reduced alldcation Yhonek his cgreenen 


allocation of exportable coal makes no practical difference 
ecause until the transport problem has been 


of a certein number of expert} Ww railway officials would 


make all the difference. Our authorities in the Ruhr 


have hitherto tried to shift the blame on to the French py 


saying that the French do not return tite empty wagons. 
In his letter to me of November 5th, Brigadier Simner, 
who was the controlling authority at this end before 
Norfolk House started, wrote that "if it is a fact that 
there were an adverse balance from the British Zone t 
France of no less than seven thousand wagons in a 
fortnight, it is scarcely surprising that the French 
are not getting their coal." I do not know whether the 
continue to maintain that this loss of wagons is the 


principle cause of the break-down of PPan SPO? him ees whether 
y a 


they do or not I have no doubt that the Frenc lso 
be partly to blame. Brig. Simner promised us over a 


month ago to produce a report on the whole subject. This 


has now been received in Norfolk House, but I understand 
it throws no more light on the Whale situation. E.C. I. 

have also been holding meetings during the last few days 
in Brussels and in Essen to see if they could find out 


where the trouble Lay, but so far as is know in London 
_ they ;were fi uccessful. 


Meanwhile, the eutnorp shes in Norfolk House and the 
n inistry of Fuel and Power )reteived a visit yosveriay fr 
three officials of the French Ministry of Mines. An xy 
account of this meeting is contained in a,draft telegram 


the. French are pressing for a meeting to be arranged in 
London in the near future where their complaints could 
t od ‘air and where the whole transport situation in the 
4tish Zone, so far as it affects coal export, could 
a. with the help of experts fcom Unidos 
Norfolk House are anxious that such a pak 
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if held, should be hela under Foreign Office 
Chairmanship. To my mind this would be . : 
entirely wrong because it would lend colour our to 
the French suggestions that our failure has a 
political background. Itthapzin 

ever, be ayvwemx good Wiles if; 

held. The proper Chairman would be the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and I 
would suggest that whether or not we receive 

a high-level communication from the French 
within the next few days, the Secretary of 
State might write to Mr. Hynd supporting 

the idea of a meeting and suggesting that he, 
Mr. Hynd, should preside. 


5 If the French Ambassador mentions the 
matter within the next day or two, he might 
be told of this proposal for a meeting of’ 
experts, and he might also be remonstrated with 
for the suggestions wiitdansopege in the French 
press thet these failures on the part of our 
authorities in the Ruhr conceal an attempt on 
our part to bring pressure to bear on the 
French on other issues. 


‘. The French Embassy have already suggested | 
to us (UR 4512) that more attention might be 
paid to.the advice given ogvéhbevMahr by the 
French Coal and Transport Liaison officers, and — 
iAngRRavDe suggested that before the French 
ask us the reason for failures of this kind, 
they ought first tonfind out 2 oy eke 
explanation cannot be provided by liaison 
officers. These suggestions are not sneally 
very useful because the lisison officers are 
apparently all very junior, and have not 
hitherto been welcomed into the inner councils 
of our authorities in the Ruhr. They cannot 
therefore know very much of what is going on. 
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I saw M. Paris of the Prench Embassy 
last night. He told me that the French’ 
authorities had been well satisfied with the 
result of the discussions which their mining 
officials had had at Norfolk House. The 
‘Prench Embassy were on the point of sending 
us an official note requesting that a further 
meeting of the Kind suggested in paragraph 
5 of the telegram at Flag A should be summon 
in London. M. Paris did not think that it 
was likely that M. Massigli would want to 


discuss the matter further with the Secretary 


of outs for the time ide at all events. 
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that there should be a meeting in London unde 


try to raise the amount, of 
promised th 2Or., 


of a meeting and asking — Hyna to whenkea 
over Ite 


6th December, 1945. 


The official note referred to by M.:. Paris 
has now arrived and is attached at Flag B 
(but when action has been completed on the 
present paper this should be entered "Z"). A 
copy of the note was communicated by the Bench 
direct to the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster and the latter had a preliminary 
talk about it with M. Massigli this morning. 
I umderstand that Mr. Hynd has agreed to 
summon and preside over a meeting of the kind 
proposed by the French. To clinch the matter, 
however, the Secretary of State will perhaps | 
care to address a letter to Mr. Hynd in 
support of the idea. I attach a draft. 


I have under-lined the main points in 
the note and its enclosure. The enclosure 
recites the facts more or less as they were 
known to us already, the only new points 
being (see paragraph 5) that according to 
the French, our authorities in the Ruhr 
deliberately decided tO suspend deliveries to 
France for a period on the ground that the 
French had failed to live up to their side 
of an agreement about the return of the wagons} 
the French maintain that apart from the 
impropriety of this decision, even if the 
alleged failure of the French had in fact 
occurred, their information is that so far 
not living up to their undertakings, the 
French had actually done more than they had E 
undertaken to do and they had sent more wagons 
than they need have done into Germany. The © 
note contains three requests, (i) that E.C.0. 
should continue to. put the supphy of coal tt es 
France on—e—peierity on a priority basis; aa : 


Mr. Hynd's chairmanship to get to the bosten « 
the transport dispute,and (iii) that when th ie 
transport difficulties have been solved and 1 
arrears made up, the control gutnoritiee sh 
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French Minister of Industrial Preduction Marcel Paul 
made statement this morning November 30th before the Council 
of Ministers on the coal one electricity situation, in the 
oougee ef which he is reported to have said among other re 
spa — from American vstrike “naysterious happenings" 
the R account for failure to receive coal scated ‘ 
France, Under caption “promiseswhich have not been carried 
out" Paris Presse remarks that whereas deliveries are arriving 
from the Saar which is under French control arrivals from the 
the Ruhr which is under British comtrel are heavily in arrears, | 


2. Paris Herald Tribune November 29th re s statement 
oy TER Price in Washington Nevember 28th to the effect that 

it is t —. ef the French to some kind of centralised 
control in which is causing the United States Goverment 
= consider whether = ajanden its major attempt to rule a 

uered people". Paris Daily Mail says that Se 
fal in deliveries of 3 R coal is regarded in some gq Bp ne jhe j 
Paris as part of a pressure campaign with which declara sneer 
Byren Price and Eisenhower fall into line" and it is certain 
that this rumour is current in paris. 


5S. We have seen biselle Eve Curie of Paris Presse 
ven her some facts. We have pointed out that first of 
+ 48 Se ef coal to France that are in deficit 
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France from the Ruhr.. They agreed that the present bottleneé& 4s 
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transport and not eeal production but pointed out thet in Novenber, 
in spite of the higipriority allotted to her by .0,0. she only 
reecived 69% of her allocation, which is substantially lover than 
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that received by any other country. They were also seriously 
perburbed by the large redustias se compared with Novelien in the 

ties to be carried throughout by rail and pointed out that the 
correspomling increase in I.W.T. was no real compensation since the 
waterborme imports take three to fow weeks longer, 


2. The above points were put forward this morning by the Frensh 


to E.C,0. which agreed that in view of the exceptionally serious coal 


position in France they would inform the military asitthorities in 
Berlin that contrary to normal practice the arrears in the Piengh 


. 


November allocation would be carried forward to Deeesiben, ax) ask 


that as en interim measure the rate of throughout rail shipments 
to France during the last 10 days in Noveuber should be meiuttained. 
’ We were asked by the Prengh officials to 

you supporting the E,C,0. resolution and this we 


We pointed out however that the t 
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power’ ami the redustion in programed coal imorts from Americn, It 


would easiest us therefore if you could let ws imowle 

(a) for how long you could maintain throughout rei exports to 
Frenee at the email of Novenber rate without seriously inter= 
fering with alloentions to other countries, 

(>) the additional wagons andi loconctives you would need to maintain 
Decenber allocations ani increase throughout rail shipments to 
Feonoe by say 100,000 tons, 

5. Por your infomation the Frengh are pressing for a mecting to 
be arranged #5 London in the near future to diseuss the whole trenspert 
situation in the British Zone in so far as it affects conl exports, 

In addition to their own experts and interested Departments here, the 
Prengh would like reprysentatives of British Elencnt from Control 


Comission, E.0.0, gsi E.C.I,7T.0, to be present. It would be politically 
diffieult for us ¢¢ Oppose such a m-cting and we showld like therefore 
to know the earliest date next week on which your coal ani transpert 


experts could attend a mecting in Laxion, 
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This is, as a whole, a very valuable dc 

‘ to have been written at the request of the 

frade, we are adding some detailed comments 

pass to them if you think they would be hel : 

required, be pleased to supply any additional information as indicated 
in the detailed comments, 
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We feel that this section should be. clarified and expanded somewhat 

in any final publication, For example, details about the Offices 

*  Professionnels (replacing the Comites d'Orgenisation) might well prove 
: helpful. : | 
Among other sources, may we indicate the following: = . e 
1. The ordinance of February 22nd, 1945, inaugurating the joint Factory 
—-- Committees, (Comites d'Entreprises).’ “have a copy of this on our files/. 
2.. Article in fhe Bulletin Mensuel d'Informations Economiques for 


September 194.5 on the Centre National d'Information Economique. 
5« Article in the Bulletin Mensuel d'Informations. Economiques for July/ 
August 1945, "Lea Economies de Matieres", dealing with the Commissariat 
1 General aux Economies de Matieres. | MeO GS SG 


La 


De9e Plant. | | | ‘s 
| The statement that there has been little deterioration of plant during 
| the occupation is surely rather sweeping, in view of the extreme shortage 
of lubricating oil and other maintenance equipment. VES 


May we further draw attention to the article ‘in ‘fhe Bulletin Mensuel 
d'Informations Economiques for June 1945 on "L'Equipement de 1'Industrie", 
and in particular the five-year plant for the machine-tool industry. 
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p.10. Iron. and Steel. : j 


, According to the Annuaire Statistique, | the iron ore: production for 
1938 was 55,000,000 metric tons, giving a monthly average of 2,900,000. | 
The figure of 1 600 ,000 tons appears to be that for France less Alsace- 
: | Lorraine, 


2 _ France imported both coal for coking and coke before the wer » but 
; the greatest amounts came from yah the not Belgium. 


° . Vv . - , . 


In 1938 imports of coke were 2,362,000 tons, the sources being 


a as follows: 2% | ; Re | 
Germany  - - 
; be Belgo-Luxeubourg Union... =< - 
4.3 , - Netherlends - if | 
~ Czechoslovakia - 
base Others - ei os | 


> 
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: - We: have no figures. for imports of. coking coal’ in 2938, bat total coal : 
“imports. werezs<~" oi Soy Teh eral Pedr VES ARIE MOSH, 
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; ‘ i» . . / P ; ¥ : - ; . , 2 _* at. > «"& 43 , -! | 


Anthracite :. 24079000 tons of 
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os Other hard coal ; 16,605,000. tons of which 5,7 
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In connection a the motor-vehicle indus although we have 


no production figures for any definite period, we Ron seen reports to —_— 
the effect that the disper tah: firms of. Citrotn and Peugeot are also working. 


- - -_—-- 


Mention might also be made of the five-year plan for the motor-vehicle 
industry, os July 1945, by which it is. planned to construct: 


- 643,000. vans and lorries 
25,000 motor ‘buses 
1,032,600 cars 


/Further details are available < on our files/ . 


We have also some figures and indications —— activity 
in the es industry. 


€ 


9 In a. final document at edge be well to ‘speak of the damage to the 
ball~bearing plants » and its mgr os on the: Kear deren industry 
as bus whole, * | : 

The Bulletin Mensuel d‘*Informations Economiques for May 1945 published 
information on the ten-year plan for the renewal of agricultural usyeeny 
and. manufacture of agricultural machinery. 


De ll. Chemicals. 


Ne: have\ odditecnel production figures if required, including fairly 
comprehensive ones. for September 195. 


Pel2. Rubber. 


Sea France. will not; ‘in the long run, make. auch use of synthetic 
rubber, in view of supplies = natural rubber in Indo-China? 


We have a few additional figures, pertioulerly in Sanbetion with 
bomb damage and repent. 
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> Pele Auiinium, 


The article on "L'Aluminium, metal francais," in the Bulletin Mensuel 
d'Informations Economiques for July/August 1945 is not without interest. 
From this it would appear that the French, despite world surplus capacity 
for aluminium production, are planning to increase their own. 
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pel2, Paper. Peas ‘ 


_ We feel that emphiisis should be laid on the fact that 30% of the 
pre-wer production figure is by no means 30% of French paper requirements, 
in view of the oxtamasye: sapere of _— in pre-war Years. 


i vetsere that. this Piauuce for glass: includes all types, 
| alone, Statistics which we have received show’ 
sere Senne >> Fe seer? 1938 level ~ though by fu 
e following figures are: — from ‘tha: Tribune 
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, fo. show the, enticipated improvement: in: 1946, it might be well to 
uate production tigurew: forthe: fizet st six months of 1945:- 9 © 
a; Yt S fA OL 
atequkse: - « 4385500 
overcoats: © . '=+. «33,700 
work clothes - 496,000 
‘women's @resses'‘-. 117,000: 


III, «- COAL. 
This~ section scons comprehensive ~ though there i are ee 
more secent figures evergenie by now. 


IVi - ELECTRICITY. 

We feel that this section could do with complete tedrafting. It 
is not very clear, and does not bring out the salient points’ in connection 
with the French electricity supply. We have good details both about 
damage (which was serious in certain Dahan od. e.ge Alsace-Lorraine, and 
hindered regional resumption of industry), and also for plants built since 
1941 and work still in progress. 


There seous to be ‘some confusion between kilowatts. and. kilowatt hours. 


a . . : * ~ a 


The petroleum section is most comprehensive >» and contains much ~ 
naterial new to E.I.D. 


We would ‘like to point out, however, that on p. 27., under "Local 
Production", there is no mention of the PECHELBRONN oilfield. 


The oil section would welcome further reports of this nature. 
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VI. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE. 


This gives some information, expocisiiy on 1 import programmes , not 
available.to us ew in so concise a form . 


_ . Here and tiene, there. seem to be ‘some. small inecouracies os: sibiguities - 

£,.g8. the: pre-war: calorie intake is given as 3,150; it should- “perhaps be 
made.clear that the calorie intake of food was only 2,800 - 2,900 calories, 
but an average of 300. calories daily was obtained fron wine, 


ERS AND TRANSEORE, 


ly We feel that the sddition eduiiciaan: the:present state ofthe 
perts would have rounded off the picture:more “satisfactorily, (We have 
‘collected 8 fair amount of detail on ) this wan sai if it is required). 

Rail. The figure of 245,000 wagons andi not inclute: ‘the 78,000 | 
foreign ‘Wagons available in France, The addition of these weve — the 
sth bens “—— A POE IRESD! metiaete of. 5200006 fy Ee 


eanen<the tered Bo cee CoByTs matt 4 is surely 
rrect. Both the figures on p. 47. ( 
have been, added in," instead of the latter only. 


figures on.p. 47, but our ea are 1 :* 
pronoun the aatter, On p, 48 2 
| ishing vessels is ten ‘times the on 
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VIII. RECONSTRUCTION AND HOUSING. ye 


r ‘This; section appears: rather’ slight)for ‘so important a subject. 
No mention ts\ made of the. rene ‘nenufacture of pre-fabricated: dwellings, 
nor of the plans for “*urbanis: The tax on excessive house room and 
the monetary encouragement o: ered to.people' remaining away from badly _ 
damaged areas during the reconstruction: period, 
Might I also recommend £ combinatign of this section and II (vii) - 
Building Materials, as they overlap quite extensively. 


The Bulletin Mensuel a" Informations Economiques for October 1945 gives 
a good and detailed article on nbvsnan ve Te anor 


IX. LABOUR QUES UESTIONS. 


This section is also rather slight, considering the complexity of 
the question. I feel that the labour difficulties in the mines and heavy 
industry might..be: emphasised, also that some reference should be made to 
the revision of wage levels. There is also the question of the French 
Poles whom Poland wishes to repatriate. 


X,  FENANCIAL POLICY _ 


It might be stated, with reference to section (a), Budgetary 
Expenditure, that latest. estimates envisage a total expenditure for 1945 
of 440 md, for (273 mi. civil and 167 ma. military) and a revenue of 
180 md, fr., so that revenue will be only some 40% of expenditure, 

But Bresumably by the time that the final paper is produced budget figures 
will be published and one will no longer have to rely on estimates, 


XI. IMPORT PROGRAMMES and XII, THE RECOVERY OF FRANCE'S EXTERNAL TRADE. 


These sections, as far as we can judge, appear to give an accurate and 
comprehensive account of the current French external trade position. The 
section on Commercial Agreements is perhaps the. least comprehensive - though 
this is in part due to the inevitable time~-lag. 


We cannot help feeling, however, that the description of..the Franco-. 
Swedish agreement is somewhat. inadequate, No mention is made of the fact 
that the Swedes are » in effect, :giving the French a credit of 50 million 
kronor (not-to be confused with the "maximum advance to the French at 
anytime of frs. 50 million" - p69). While we hesitate, in the absence of . 
an actual text of the agreement, to make a definite pronouncement, we should 
like to point out that our information stated: “If the balance: on either side 
exceeds 50 million francs or 4 million kronor, the creditor country s | 
have the right to convert its balance into interest-bearing Treasury bills 
in the currency of the debtor country." . This would seem to imply that the 
Swedes have an equal right to a’ maximum advance of frs, 50 million - 
though circumstances make. it probable. ‘thet it is the French who will benefit 
under this part of ‘the agroemnst , Bodh : x0 

i ; y£e2 *) : 

We have noted tun small differences in figures from those which we 

eyeeeny have:= | , . 
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& Imports for Jequery 19455 33,272. instead of 33,371 tons,” (p. (p co) 


Value of total imports in 1938, ee francs instead 


(44 
- af pete tari T ere as vin Sei en at Statistics (p.. 72) 
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| Discovery of documents entitled landed cost tables 
ie ay French grocer. 
Nandy \& 13816/103/17 Aube Copy of AGWAR telegram Gov.449 of 27th 7 
Ovember to YSFET giving text of letter received f 
FROM Cabi Offices demoiselle Holley States that her grocer ow 
ommunica ‘ onsieur “aillet has found parcel of documents 


No. cOncerning of landed cost tables shipment of civilian 
supplies. 


Dated 


Received 
in Regisiry 4th Dec.1945. 
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CABINET CFFICES. 


GOV 449. 27th November, 1945 


Documents entitled landed cost tables -- shipment 
Givilian supplies 


Following letter for CCALA received by CCaC from 
Mademoiselle “Holle ey, co Rue Fourcroy, Paris 


"I beg to inform you that I have just been 
informed by my grocer, Monsieur Maillet 

ll, Rue Fourcroy, Paris (17 Degree), that 

he tas found a parcel of document$ concerning 
landed cost tables shipment of civilian 
Supplies. [ tried to telephone you, but 
could not get your number. This arcel must 
be nod at lhilster Maillets at the above 
ake - Hoping you. will find all these 

Eenke in order. | 

iened - F. Holley". . 

) 


- Confirmation requested when tables are in‘ your 
possession. : 
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Report b ur. Fra r on apne FRY state of France. 


France prepared’ by Mr. Fraser. Observes that report 
in its present form is not suitable for publication, 
but that it is intended to prepare a revised report 
for this purpose in the New Year. Copied Mrs. James 
aris of Trade) Mr. Penton (Treasury): Mr. Eatough 
Ministry of Food): Ministryetéten of Production, 
Fuel and Power, Supply and War Office. 
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’ Replies should be addressed 
to the Comptroller-General, 


Your. reference ' ee ae 
| PLEASE AFFIX TO | a 
| YOUR REPLY TO 
pap | THIS DEPARTMENT 
C 3,42691/4 'EPARTMENT OF ollie TRAD | 


gens ciceasomecomiiiann 5) 7. 


35 O1d Queen Stregt, LONDON ,8-W.1. | 


Dear Simpson, 


Se 


c 


I enclose for your retention two copies of the 
report on the economic state of France which: has been 


prepared by Fraser. | JAVON 


iad As it stands, this report is not suitable‘for 
publication, for which, indeed, it is not intended. It 
is rather an @ssembly, for the information of Whitehall, 
of facts and figures about economic conditions in France. 
It is Fraser's idea, we understand, to prepare a revised 
report in the New Year which, after suitable ameridments, 
could be sold to traders in this country as one of the 
-*"Reviews"® prepared by Commercial Diplomatic Officers 

and published by the Stationery Office. So far, this 
programme of booklets has not included any liberated 


country. 


a I am consulting my chiefs as to the form and content 
of the next report. Meanwhile, both Fraser and this 
Department would welcome any comments that you or other 
Departments have on the enclosed dpcument. 


K I am sending copies of this letter and its 

enclosure to C.R.T.Dept., (Mrs.James), Treasury (Mx. , 
Penton) E.C.G.D. (Mx.Eatough), Ministry of Food, Ministry 
of Production, Ministry of Fuel sand Power, Ministry of 


Fee Simpson Esq. Suppl 
Foreign Office. teas 


q 
4 


? 


Supply and the War Office (Civil Affairs). 


by By the way, I should record here the fact that 

the original of the report came to you under 4 covering 
despatch, of which,perhaps, you will send us a copy, and 
that you are considering circulating as a print, at least, 
the covering despatch and the opening resume of the © 
reports. 


Yours sincerely, 
i Hes Wis 
E.JHolford-Strevens). 


x I see from your despatch to Paris No.2070 of November 
16th that this is what you are going to do. 
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eo SAL ero ; I, INTRODJCTION 


‘The’ object of this oak is to describe p with the aid of such facts and 
figures as are available, the'.state of France at the beginning of a critical winter. 


*" $ome attempt is made to ind cate what efforts France will need to put out herself 


and what she will need from outside if she is to come through the winter in good. 
shape and, as some Ministers seem rather wildly to prognosticate, become normal by 
next spring, 


| The , increasing complexity of the situation itself perhaps indicates the distance 
travelled since August, 194. Lt is'no Longer possible to make unqualified state=- 
' ments. about any aspect, still less to forecast events or policies. It would, how- 
ever, not be too wide of the mark to say that there is a conflict between energy 
and apathy; between a new spirit and an old one, a free and a bound, There is, 
for example, a vital difference of outlook between those who accept the black market 
and Systeme=D as part of the world order and those who fight for open dealing in 
this and other spheres, .The moral condition of France is, indeed, in some ways 
disquieting; corruption is rife; the Dodos among employers are still extant and 
are mutinous; there is difficulty in making people accept the fact that a country 
wishing to survive in the modern world must strip as for a contest, all classes 
working together, On the. other hand, there are many who are well aware of the 
state of affairs and deeply concerned "wath it; and the marked Leftward swing may 
indicate that many people are awake, desirous: of better things and bent on getting 
them, 


The first object of all people of good will has been, of course, to get France 
on her feet again, The economic policy adopted, after some conflict of opinion, 
has been, apart from obvious mechanical processes like mending the roads and rail- 
ways, to reduce and avoid inflation; to reduce the note issue; to raise wages and 
sreeze them; to freeze prices; to mop up loose money by loans and special taxes; 
to rely on increased production for the absorption of consumer power as well as to 
provide work and goods; to make the consumer carry as much as he can bear of the 
_costs of production; to hold the franc; to organise food supplies and eliminate 
the black markets and finally to persuade the outside world, chiefly the U.S.A, 
and the U.K,, to supply a good part of what was needed in “the way of coal, raw 
materials, food and transport, 


_In some respects this policy has failed or only partially succeeded, Price 
concessions have had to be made and there are signs that inflationary tendencies 
may become too strong. Production, with the exception of coal, which is now showing 
some:improvement, is still generally less than half of what it wae in 1938, owing, 
at first, to absence of raw-materials and now to want of fuel; food production has 
heen affected adversely in many ways, and the black market is still active; the 
import programmes. started late and now that the pace is beginning to accelerate there 
is danger that the port facilities and means of inland transport will break down; 
the franc has been held, but there is great pressure on it and.it would have been 
an effective check on exports had there been anything to export, The country is 
highky critical of Ministers and Departments and if hopeful alternatives presented 
themselves they might well be accepted, — 


| An attempt to describe the situation in a summary wey- would run rather as 
follows, 


As already said, industry is working at well below the pre-war ‘level’, shiek 
from coal and iron ore, Production is roughly from 20 per cent, to 40 per cert, 
of the monthly average of 1938, a year in which industrial production was, generally 
speaking, high, This is largely due at the time of writing to went of coal; and 
it is on.coal, not. only for industry but for damestic consumption, that the winter 's 
prospects depend. Other factors affecting industry for the worse are excessive 
departmental regulation, inefficiency at all but the higher levels » shortage of 
skilled labour, price difficulties, want of energy through under~nourishment and, 
all too often, though there are younger men of promise, some lack of vision and a 
tendency to entertain the misgiving that French industry cannot stand alone, The 
fear of sweeping nationalisations has, for the moment, passed, Relations between 
employers and. workers seem, on the whole, quite goodg but it may well be that the 
employers will relapse into their earlier frame of mind and show themselves “high 
ane when industry FOCOVErSs 
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‘ The coal industry is more promising; production is increasing (but those who 
argue that this is owing. to nationalisation may be making a posthoc assumption), 
Nevertheless, France is still short by. perhaps 28 million tons per annum of her | 
requirements as they were before the wer and is without. stocks; she will certainly, 
therefore, depend this winter on imports from the U.K,, the U. S, A, and Germany, and 
it will be necessary for those interested in France's recovery to pay unceasing 
attention to this ‘aspect, 


The petroleum situation is not unsatisfactory, Considerable developments are 
planned in connection with hydro-electric power::and in connection with the conver= 
sion of domestic and industrial heating equipment to the use of liquid fuels which, 
if they come off,‘ will noticeably affect the consumption of coal, though not this 
winter, ) 


As to food, there is not enough, at least in the urban centres, in terms of 
calories, the people in the big towns must be gravely undernourished, . Moreover, 
it is sometimes said that the Army takes more than.its fair share, The distribu= 


tion of food is, indeed, uneven, and in several districts of France a@ number of. 
persons have nearly alt "they want and certainly all they need, It is, however, 


undoubtedly the case that food production in France has been affected for the worse 
by German pillage; by shortage of fertilisers machinery and equipment; by decline 
in man power; and by bad weather, The farmer cannot purchase what he needs for © 
his work and he distrusts the franc, He is accordingly despondent, 


The prospects for the winter do not in fact look too good, At the time of 
writing the situation seems to be that owing to the drought there is a lack of 
pasture so that farmers are sending to the market animals that ought to be fattened 
during the winter months. . The harvest of oats and barley has been exceptionally 
poor and the greater part of it will remain on the farm to be used chiefly as cattle 
food, The quantity available will be well below minimum requirements and it is 
now estimated that in order to preserve the livestock from further deterioration an | 
additional 700, 000 tons of secondary cereals will be needed from.abroad during the 
coming month, Hay and roots are also in very short supply; the home production 
of oil-cak¢ has been extremely small and 500,000 tons will need to be imported during 
1945-1946. ~ In short, the position is very bad and farmers are largely depending 
on what resources they have on their farm for feeding livestock (the present large 
arrivals of cattle on the Paris market have been due in part to the shortage of 
food as well as to the higher prices which are now being paid to the producer), 


As to rations for human consumption, it looks as if the best that the Government 
can hope for is to maintain the rations as now planned or perhaps even to increase 
them. slightly in some particulars, but this will not bring the calory ration up to 
the 2,000 a day needed "to prevent disease and unrest", If this is not achieved, 
there will be illness, failure and serious trouble, at any rate in the large towns. 
There is, of course, much that can only be done in this matter by the French them=- 


selves; but once again it is urgent that those who are able should: help them to obtain 


and bring in the foodstuffs and other agricultural requirements that have. been asked 
for (2, 000,000 net long tons of food; 1,000,000 net long tons of fertilisers; — 
4,000, 000 net long tons of other agricultural requirements, particularly cattle 

feed and seeds; this for the first half of 1946 and roughly the same amount for 

the second half of 1945). 


Help must also be given in their efforts to improve inland transport’ and in 
various other ways such as the return of their fishing boats with supplies of 
necessary gear and equipment, | 


oe 


4 


As to unemployment, it is odd that there is practically none. There is 


indeed, a shortage of skilled labour. The fact is that some workpeople are paid 
by their employers who wish to keep a nucleus of their labour-force together even 
.when there is no work; and others Live with their relatives in the country where 


they can get food, Absenteeism through food-hunting. is common, 


The conflict already mentioned between apathy. and energy is well seen in the 


attitude of labour to work, Especially, perhaps, among young men who were trained 
to habits of indiscipline during the Occupation, there. is some. tendency to. be work= 
shy and the natural langour of those who live in the climatically luxuriois regions 


of France has been intensified om this. and, perhaps, hy sleek ames On the . 
other hand, it is om that, the Toeth an and elsewhere , the people are anxious. 


“to work and to work ‘with\sound materials, 
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On the whole it may be said that. relations between employers and workpeople 

are at present goods but this is perhaps because employers are at present to a 
considerable extent helpless, It is the Government and not the employer who is, at 
present, the object of resentment and criticism, The attitude towards employers 
may. well change should increasing production, increasing release from Government 
restrictions, and some degree of prosperity give the employers more confidence. 

As to transport, the French have managed, by great efforts and Allied military 
help, to cope. with arrivals &t the ports and to mové goods inland, It is indeed 
remarkable, considering the condition-of ‘the ports; but it will be a long time 
before they can recover anything like their shape, Moreover, inland transport 
facilities. have. been strained to the limit and when goods, begin to arrive in greater 
quantities, and to flow from the factories, there may be a breakdown unless ctual 
help is given in the supply, of necessary materials, A grave situation is already 
arising through shortage of means to bring in allocations of German coal, As to 
marine transport, in spite of all the French can do in the way of building or buying 
new tonnage, they will be dependent on U.M.A. during 1946 for the greater part of 
their imports. Rae fog | 


The vroblem or mino~clear ing, area~clearins, repairing houses, building new 
ones and generally rehousing numbers of displaced persons is being tackled, but. much 
remains to be done, In this matter also, France will depend on imports of various 
kindss " = | 


Inthe spheré of financial pelicy, attempts to reduce and avoid inflation have 
been fairly successfuls~ but price policy..shows some. signs of breaking down, It may 
well prove difficult to resist further’ wage.imcreases and there are, as already said, 
signs that inflationary forces will "overflow. their continents", The franc has been 
held so far; but it is admitted that it cannot be held much longer, Devaluation of 
the franc should, of course, help French export trade as soon as there are any goods- 
to sell. Again, from the point of view of those who wish to help France to recover 
it is indispensable that something should be done to encourage her export. trade, which 
is vital to her as to olrselves and other countries, Shortage of sterling and: dollars 
is, even at this moment, threatening to keep the import programmes below the point 
necessary for economic health, ) , } 


It is not yet known what French policy will- be in the sphere of international: 
commerce, ~ Ministers and officials have been pre-occupiéd.so far with day-to-day 
matters, It is not unlikely, however, that. here too we shall see the conflict 
between the modern-minded and’ the Dodos. There are certainly indications that 
industrialists will press for a protective policy and that there are those in 
Government circles: who will lend their support; we may, therefore, see a return to 
the drastic and arbitrary methods of protection employed between the two wears, It 
is, in any case, certain that for some tite to come imports will consist of food= 
stuffs, raw materials, plant and equipment to the virtual exclusion of consumer 
goods; and if we wish to export our owm products of a luxury or semi=luxury type 
to France it will be necessary to reciprocate by imports of French products of this 
kind, There is already a tendency to return under the import licensing system to 
what amounts to a quota. method of regulating imports and sources. However this may 
be, there is already a wide and strong desire for association with other’ countries, 
Many Frenchmen are, perhaps, too ready to think that French economy cannot stand 
alone; and without doubt most of them distrust the masses of population and the 
economic power to the East of them and across the Atlantic: they look, therefore, 
for friends, and whatever may come of their conversations with the Dutch and the 
Belgians on such detailed matters as Customs Union, there is an eager desire for 
some-.form of economic as well.as political association with the: Western Huropean 
powers, al association which all feel cannot be effective unless the United Kingdom 
takes the lead,. There is not much belief among the French that the nations of the 
warld will prove altruistic and accept ciminishment_of their sovereignty «in. such 
matters as tariffs and per » or indeed anything else; and the indications are that — 
they will look: for a solution by some kind of bond deriving from mutual interest and 
the aggregation of resources among neighbours. --In the absencé of this they are 
likely to use measures, which experience. between the tvo wars has shovm to be harmful, 
to safeguard themselves, , ane 


However , anticipations of this kind are apt to melt away as reality arises, 
British Embassy, | 
Paris, 
2hth October, 1915, 


Note, 


Since the above was written, the American coal strike has broken out and from 
21st October no further shipments will be made to North West Europe. America's 
contribution for the months of October, November and December would have béen — 
about 700,000 tons a month, of which 358,000 tons were destined for France, The ; 
strike, then, may gravely affect the situation: Moveover, the movement into France — 
of coal from the Ruhr has just come to an end, owing to disappearance of wagons. At +" e 
the moment, therefore, the situation looks bad, -. «2 
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II INDUSTRY 
| “s (a) General : 


French industry is still producing at well below the prewar level. Except in 
coal and iron ore, production is roughly from 20% to 4.0% of the 1938 monthly average. 
The chief handicaps are lack of raw materials, transport, coal and skilled labour, 
as well as inadequate prices and excessive regulation of every-day details. 

Earlier hopes. of a speedy revival of production were disappointed by the failure. of 
raw materials to arrive, but supplies adequate for present capacity are now avail- 
able. The means of: internal transport can more or less cope with existing activity, 
although any further increase in industrial production will create new problems. 
Coal (see also section III) remains the prime difficulty. 


it is the absence of adequate supplies of coal for industrial use'that has 
kept production at a low level. - Frequent reallocations between industry and 
industry have been necessary ‘as a critical situation arose in one after another; 
and this has introduced a further element of uncertainty to daunt the already dis-. 
couraged manufacturer. The situation has recently improved, as indicated elsé= 
where in this reports; but French industry is still, on the average, receiving only 
about one third of its requirements in coal, and as the EeC.O. formula for alloca-~ 
tions during 194.6 provides for average allocations of no more than-0% of 1938 
consumption for all éxcept the food processing trades, the prospect of an. 1. carly 
recovery to full production is not bright. 


However, in some respects there is a noticeable improvement by comparison with 
the early part of the year and a spirit of optimism is abroad. 

Annexes 1 and.2 show the progress made in certain of the leading industries 
during the eleven. months ist October, 191). to 31st August, 1945, and some details 
regarding:some of them follow. = A-slight setback is to be noticed in July, —_ 
probably to the incidence of paid holidayse 


Reference may first be made to certain other factors affecting industry; . 
nationalisation, multifold government control of operations, the ‘shortage of skilled 
labour and labour relations, state of PAAN’,: the general financial SROUES TO 


(b) Nationalisation > 


Although it may once again. become:.a live issue after the elections, 
nationalisation has not lately been urged with the same vehemence as formerly. 


The Northern coal mines, the Gnome and Rhone aero engine worksy Air France 
and. the Renault motor car works have been nationalised and the Government has 
announced its intention. of nationalising the production of electricity (as well-as 
the control of credit) before the end of the years There the matter seems to rest._ 
for the presente Opinion on the success. of the measures of nationalisation so far 
effected is of course: divided according to the background and political opinions of © 
individualse Industrialists declare that. the coal mines are losing heavily and 
that the Renault Company has. already lost over Francs 1. milliard on its operations; 
but these claims are denied by the advocates of nationalisation who (making a post 
hoc. assumption) can point to the indispitable facts that coal production has in- 
creased and that Renault has increased its output » as has Berliet which although | 
not nationalised is run by a Government nominee. Moreover, a loan of Frse800 
millions issued by the Renault Company for renewal of plant was subscribed in a week 
and the company claims that its finances are in sound condition. But it is certainly 
impossible to judge of the success of the nationalisations already carried out 
until conditions become more normal. 


(c) Government control of industry 


if, however, the Government has not proceeded further to the actual operation 
of industrial undertakings it has relaxed very little, if at all, the very strict 
control over industry provided by the Comité d' Organisation witch of Vichy. The q 
‘constitution of the Committees has, it is true, beeri revised to provide fora and 4 
Government=nominated commissioner (instead of one from the industry) and for the : 
inclusion of workers’ representatives; but the Government itself continues: strictly 
_ +» to control industry through the Committees and indeed to strengthen its coritrol by — 
appointing civil servants as commissioners. The whole —— ‘of ‘control feighe 
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e. heavily as ever on the individual manufacturer, who finds himself involved in 

a maze of administrative regulations for every operation. he.attemptse He.is . 
becoming restive. Some of the complaints heard are of Cdise the reflection of” 

the business man&s desire to conduct his business in his own way regardless; but 
there can be little doubt that the machinery of control is excessively complicated. 
So mich has indeed been admitted by Monsieur Lacoste, Minister of National Production, 
who has claimed that strict. control was necessary. while industry was. ‘being restarted 
and has ‘hinted that: some relaxation may.be possible in the future.e. A hint of the 
same kind has ‘also been given by the Secretary General of the Ministry of National 
Economy but so far nothing has been done to: give effect to these intentionse 


(a). Labour (see also Section Ix) 


On the surface, iisbour difficulties are not serious at present; ; but if rela- 
tions between employers and workerg seem reasonably good, this may well be. because 
employers aré, at present, at least in their. own opinion, over=-regulated.- When 
good times return, if they dos; things may change in this respecte The grumbling 
is directed against the Government. At any rate, little is heard of the Comités 
a'Entreprises which weré the cause of much headrshaking at the time of their 
introduction by legislation, and accounts vary of their successe In any case they 
do not seer to have given rise to any particular difficulties; certainly there has 
been no attempt to use them as a forum for the expression of political views. In 
part this has been due to the willingness of employers, for the time being: at 
least, to accept the system and in part to the fact that the workers have not been 
interested‘*in anything more than adequate wages and food. 


Shortage of labour, particularly skilled labour has, however, been a problen, 
particularly in the engineering. and in the textile industries; and there is no 
doubt that despite wage increases of approximately 4.0 per cente in the late spring 
employers are still paying above the maximum authorised ratese Productivity per 
head is also low owing to the inadequacy of the rations which do not allow of 
sustained work. The position in this respect is better than it was and is in.a 
sense balanced by under-employment owing to shortages of coal and raw materiale 


(e) Plant 


In general the equipmént of French industry, except that in Alsace-Lorraine, 
received very little damage-during the war or at the liberatione. Further, owing 
to the reduced scale of operations during the occupation there has been little 
deterioration, and immediate renewal is urgent in the case of only a few plants. 

On the other hand, most of ‘it (there are certain notable exceptions) was obsolete 
by current standards before the war. It has been calculated that the average age 
of machinery in France before the war was 28 yearse An enormous programme of plant 
renewal must therefore be undertaken if France is to regain her position as an 
industrial power; still more if she is to increase industrial activity to-the scale 
and efficiency needed for the support of a modern army, The possibilities in this 
respect are, however, governed by inexorable circumstances; and the French authori- 
ties have already made it clear that they intend to regulate the pace of renewal, 
not only because of the demand for foreign currency. involved, but:also in the 
interests of orderly deve lopment. It seems that plans have been drafted, or are 

in preparation, to’ be R ain in force frem. the beginning of 191.6. 


(#) Financial aiid 


The low level of current production necessarily reacts unfavourably on the 
financial position of industrial concerns the great majority of which shew inm- 
portant losses for last yeare Substantial increases in the prices of industrial 
products have been granted. to cover the cost of the increases in wage rates granted 
this year; but in fact they have hardly been adequate to compensate the wage 
increases that were approved inmediately after the liberation, still less to make 
up losses already incurred. It is not clear. to: what extent manufacturers have been 
eble to absorb the increased charges for wages, raw materials, transport, and so 
forth; but their financial position mst be a source of concern to many. In 
addition they have in many cases continued to pay their workers when the factory was 
stopped, employing them on maintenance jobs in order to avoid dissipating their 
labour forcee -It is true there seems to be no lack of money available for the 
subscription of new issues and no reluctance to take them up; but there is no doubt . 
that most manufacturers have had their cash resources severely reducede 
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(g) Situation of particular industries 


(4) Iron and Steel 


“This industry, in common with all others » suffers from inadequate supplies 
of coal, It also lacks coke, which in the past was. largely drawn from Belgium. 
Nevertheless output has 4noreased steadilye- Production of iron ore, which in 
1938 averaged 1,600,000 tons per month,’ reached 667,000 tons in July and 
795,000 tons in August (50% of 1938 averace)< Output of pig iron and of crude 
‘steel necessarily depends on supplies of coke, but under both heads a considera=- 
ble improvement is to be recorded: output of pig iron in August was 106,000 
tons, or 21% of the 1938 monthly average of 501,000 tons; output of crude 
steel was 133,000 tons, or 26% of the 1938 average of 509,000 tonse The out- 
put of rolled steel was 99,000 tons in August, or 32% of the monthly average 
for 1938. The averages . for the first three months of the year were: iron 
ore, 24% of 1938; pig iron, 42%3 crude steel, 1607%; rolled steel, 17.550 
A further improvement in the situation is expected from the increased coal 
and coke allocations for October, which permit of the re-firing of a number 
of blast furnaces, bringing the number in operation to 28 as compared with 8 
in February and 100 in 1938, out of a reported total of 200 in France. 


(44) Engineering ; 


No figures of activity in the engineering industry can be quoted, but it 
is obvious from the foregoing that supplies of one of the principal raw 
materials are still shorte Most concerns have in fact been running down their 
stockse Nevertheless, in spite of the usual difficulties in regard to coal 
and skilled labour, still only in part resolved, there has been a good deal 
of activity in this industry based on military requirements. 


In the motor vehicle section Renault has increased its productio steadily, 
although, with Berliet, the other important motor vehicle works in operation, 
its production is limited by the difficulty of getting tyres. Production at 
the Renault works, which now employs 22,000 workers as against 36,000 in 1938, , 
is stated to be 60 lorries per day as against 43 in March. The output of the 

. Berliet concern is reported to have risen from 20 lorries in September, 19, 
to 165 in February. and to have remained at 160 per month sincee The output 
of’ the industry as a whole reached 2,10 vehicles in August, compared with 
2,817 in July and an average of 2,326 for the first. three months of the years 
Costs of production are, however, fantastically high; the price quoted for 
the smallest type of Renault car, expected to be in production in December, is 
Frse12/ 51.006 | 


(344) Chemicals 


| ‘The same story of improving production but of much distance still to be 
covered could be told of the chemical industry. The production of sulphuric 
acid reached 16,000 tons. in August, as compared with an average of 1290 tons 
in the first three months of the year; but this was still only 20% of 1938 - 
figurese Sodium Garbonate output was 13 9000 tons in August, compared with an. 
average of 4.54.00 tons in January - March, 194.5, and of 38,300 tons per month’ 
in 1938 Figures for other products have not been lished, but production 
of explosives for mining is stated to be at ah tate the eisai per 
ee of 1938 output:- | 


| Compressed black powder : | . 63% 
Black powder beekes 
Cartridges for liquid oxygen = 21% 
Electric shot firers se 15%. 
De tonators pane a. lee 11% 
Fuses _ pny Ble 3 696 


- Shot firing flex | Senor. : 103% 
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(iv) Rubber 


In Sausetiience ‘of the. arrangements made with the Allied authorities for 
the manufacture of tyres in French factories for military use, the industry 
hag been fairly well supplied with raw materials and production in July reached 
5,300 tons. or- 39% of the 1938 figure. This figure has, however, not been 
maintained in August when the output fell-to 2,900 tonse To seme extent the 
industry. is handicapped hy. the present necessity of using:a comparatively high 
proportion of synthetic rubber, (and there ‘is speculation as tq the future. of 
synthetic and national rubber respectively); by .the difficulty of obtaining 
suitable cotton or rayon material for use as base; and by the circumstance 
that certain factories received heavy bomb damage which it has not yet been 
possible to repair. 


(v) Aluminium 


During the occupation the shortage of copper and other non-ferrous metals 
and the demand from German industry resulted in a considerable expansion of 
aluminium production in Francee . Pre-war output averaged 3,500 tons per month, 
falling to an average of 2,179 tons per month during 19/2), and remaining at an 
average of 2,290 tons for the first 3 months of this. year, owing to transport. 
difficulties and shortage of coal. By. July, however, production had reached 
3,800 tons per month, or 108% of the 1938 averagee The output of bauxite, 
however, which was largely exported before the war, remains well below prewar 
figures; the 1938 average was 57,500 tons, whereas production, which for the 
first 3 months of this year stood at about 17,300 tons per month, had reached 
in August no more than 18,300 tons, or 32% of the pre-war average. 


(vi) Paper 


shortage of wood iil of. which France is not able to supply more than a 
small fraction, and of coal supplies, has: severely restricted the output of 
paper., Earlier,. certain supplies were obtained from Switzerland and it is 
hoped that important quantities will shortly arrive from Sweden and the U.S.A. 
This would permit of production next year at about half the 1938 scale. Coal 
allocations approved for the remainder of this ear are estimated to permit: of 
the production of 90,000 tons, approximately 30% of the pre-war figure. Out- 
put in July was stated to have reached 22% of the pre=war average, after 
reaching 21% in June, as compared with 11% in January; ~ but production of news= 
print is only about % of the 1938 figure. , * | 


(wii) Building materials 


larger allocations of coal have resulted;in improved conditions in the 
building materials industry which during the summer had practically stopped, 
Even now the. cement factories are producing only at about 30% of the 1938 rate 
of 280,000 tons per month; but it is hoped to reach a figure of 5 million tons 
in 1946 in spite of labour shortages. The output of bricks in June was 
105,000 tons against the 1938 average of 400,000 tonse:. The: need of glass: for. 
repair to damaged houses is considerable and production in July reached 21,500 
tons, about half the 1938 averages 


(wii) Textiles Generally 


Sntivtty 3 in the textile industry, which ‘ities: the occupation had been 
largely based on the use of fibranne or staple fibre, has been at a low ebb 
since the liberation owing to lack of wood pulp for the artificial silk 
factoriese Imports of raw cotton, of wool and of jute were included in the 
import programme’and have arrived in satisfactory quantities, although delays 
reduced the production programme. Difficulties over coal have further re- 
tarded the restarting of the industry, except in those sections engaged on 
orders for the allied forces and'the French militarye Production, ‘thewetere, 
is still well below 1938 levels and is generally estimated at from. 30 to 40% 
of what it'was before the war.. An. important part of current output is 
destined for military staat tin and it will be a long time before the ; 
industry will be in a position to supply current requirements in textiles, still 
less to make up the deficiency resulting from the shortages of the past five 
yearse 


(ix) Cotton and Linen 


Consumption of raw cotton by spinning mills during August was /,4.20 tons, 
as against a monthly. average of 1,990 tons for the first six months of this 
year and of 21,000 tons in 1938. Output of cotton yarn was at the rate of 
6,000 tons a sennth and is expected to reach 14,500 tons by the end of March, 
191,60 Production of linen yarn was at the rate of 600 tons in August and is 
expected to rise to 2,000 tons by March, 191.6. Output of cotton and linen 
cloth, which up to July 1st totalled only 11,180 tons, reached 2,500 tons in 
August and will, it is hoped, rise to 10,000 tons by March, 19be The annual 
output before the war was 223,000 tonse 


(x) Woollen and \iorsted 


indigenous production of wool was estimated in pre-war years at 10,000 
tons; for 1945 it is expected to be no more than 5,000 tons, Imported supplies 
have ‘arrived only in small quantities and the activity of the industry is 
therefore on a small scalee There are, however, signs of a general improve- 
ment in activity and of a more optimistic tone regarding the futures The 
weight of wool put into spinning in July was 3,025 tons, as compared with a 
monthly average of 2,200 tons for the first six months of the year and of 
9,500 tons for 1938. Output of woollen and worsted yarn for August was 2,799 
tons and of woollen and worsted, cloth 1,550 tons; estimated output by 
March, 194.6, are 7,000 tons and 3,600 tons respectively, as against annual 
output in 1938 of 114,000 tons of yarn and 84,000 tons of cloth. 


(xi) Jute 


Supplies of jute have been received against the import programme to the 
extent of 30,000 tons, which represents the whole of the first six months 
orogramme of shipments. Consumption of raw jute by spinners is about 30% only 
of 1938 figures and output for August was: yarn, 2,000 tons; cloth, 1,300 
tonse Both figures are expected to reach 5,000 tons by the énd of March, 19bbe 


Pre=war figures of annual production were: yarn, 78,000 tons; cloth 60,000 
tONnSe 


(xii) Silk and Artificial Silk 


Apart from the small French production of natural silk, manufacturers are 
still cut off from their supplies of raw silk and the average quantity con- 
sumed in the first six months of this year was under 7 tons as compared with 
a monthly consumption of 325 tons in 1938. 


Production of rayon and particularly staple fibre, as almost the only 
textile material available, was greatly expanded during the occupation; but 
it has been badly hit by shortages of cellulose pulp and of other raw materials. 
The production of rayon, which in 1938 averaged 2,309 tons monthly, was only 
1,061 tons in August, as compared with a monthly production in 194.3 of -2,000 
tons. Staple fibre -output, which reached a monthly average of 2,600 tone in 
1943; as compared with 510 tons in 1938, is still above the pre-war figures; 
but in July it was only 1,100 tons and in daniel had fallen to 800 tonse 


The output of rayon and staple fibre is limited in an important degree 
by the bulk of the raw material, which has to be imported. Moreover, a 
comparatively high proportion of coal is required (stated to be 5 or 6 kilos 
of’ coal to 1 kilo of rayon or staple fibre). 


(xiii) Clothing 


The delay in restarting the textile industries and the large proportion 
of their output so far taken by the military has made it impossible to 
satisfy even current requirements in clothing oe the prospect for some time 
ahead is not bright. Up to the end of July, 60% of all cloth produced was 
taken by the military; during August and September their share was reduced 
to 4.7%, with another 10% taken by the administration and for outfitting 
returned prisoners of ware As from the beginning of October the military 
requirement was to be reduced so as to represent no.more than 25% of output 
and from January of next year the military will receive only 16% of current 
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production, the same proportion-as in a normal year. Even so, however, 
‘production of clothing will not be adequate to provide one complete outfit 
for every person in France; and it should be remembered that for the average 
Frenchman any reriewal of his wardrobe during the past five years has been 
practically impossible. It is hoped to produce the following quantities of 
‘clothing during 191,6:- es 


i 6 ,000,000 Mens Suits . bee (4938 production 7,500 »000) 
1,600,000 Overcoats ee te ee eee 

12 ,000 000 Works Clothes ( om 9; 350 ,000) 

* 6,200,000 Women's ‘aresses ( " " 8, 200,000) 


* 25,000,000 Sheets 


* 36,000,000 Miscellaneous clothing items (shirts, underwear etc.) 
(1938 production 60,000,000). 


The extent to which this production can be considered adequate may be seen 

by comparing -the ,.figures with the estimated population of 41,000,000. 
Monsieur Lacoste, Minister of Industrial Production, has, however, recently 
declared that by March next he hopes to be able to meet all the arrears of 
textile points so far hamid (20 per annum in the case of adults) ; to abolish 
the system of "bons d'achat" (special authorisation to purchase) required for 
almost all important items of clothing, granted only on proof of necessity, 
and to issue further textile pointse ms 


Household furnishings are in even shorter supply and it is unlikely that, 
with the exception of sheets (as indicated above), there is likely to be any 
important production during 19),6. 


(xiv) Boots and Shoes 


shortages of leather and of nails have restricted output of boots and 
shoes and the quantity available for the civilian population has been severely 
limited by priority demands from the military. Military requirements are, 
however, now satisfied, with the exception of a requirement of 1,800,000 pairs 
of military boots. Total output in 191.5 is expected to reach 25 million pairs 
of boots and shoes of all kinds, including those for military purposes; but 
in 194.6 it is hoped to manufacture 40 million, which should permit of the 
distribution of one pair per head = approximately the normal situation. Lt 
is hoped also to make available one pair of soles per persone 


(xv) Tobacco 


After the satisfaction of his bodily needs in regard to food, clothing, 
shelter and heating probably the Frenchran's most important need is tobacco}; 
the prevalence of black-marketing in cigarettes is sufficient evidence of that. 
The cigarette ration, which carly in the year stood at 3 packets per month and 
which it was not always possible to meet, has recently been increased to 4 per 
month and is being met regularly. Moreover, it has been decided to allow 
women a ration of 2 packets per month as from December nexte Production of 
‘the tobacco Régis, in consequence of arrivals of tobacco from the U.S.A. and 
the recovery of important quantities from Germany, has quadupled since 

. September 19). to 3,300,000 Kilogrammes — in September 194.5; pre-war output was 
55,000,000 kilogrammes per annum. Ps ae 
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Bieiis iti: war (that is 1937-1938) France nrctiined akin 39 900 000 tons of 
coal available for distribution and imported about 23,000,000 tons. ~0n the basis 
of August results, which are the latest known, present total production is only 
30,000,000 tons a year of ‘saleable coal; imports from United: Kingdom, U.S.A. , and 
Germany are at the rate of 5,000,000 ‘tons a year, This leaves France 27 4000 ,000 
tons a year down; and she is completely without stocks, which yaad were main=- 

tained at about 2,000,000 to 4,000,000 tons, . 


Tit - COAL 


French coal production, which was at about 1,065,000 tons pe? month when 
released in ‘September, Ves has been as follows:- 


October 194)... .s. 1 9437 600 Apri 495 clin. 2403 9500 
November " | .. 2,043 ,4.00 May a Mm 
December " ....... 2 54.29 4100 June eae - 25686,549 
January 191.5 a. 294353 00 July RMN 
February " .... 24.99 .500 Behe ean ... 34069 44.00 
March " eee OLDE QODO , 


The figures of monthly ortputs given and a forecast for September to December 
indicate a steady increase to 35/50 ite total, or about 2,900,000 net disposable out-= 
put. 


The Smports by sea since D-day have been:= . 


June 19). 1,039 January 1945 0... - 4190 51,.03 
July ee 8.770 February " tae 229g0u0 
August oe 12.170 March : . 253,100 
September " 4.6 4.00 April eka _ 273,029 
October, " i ae W6eOT7 May " aw Qpegbaer 
eS eee eee eae 102,382 June " 189 281 
December " 14.8 ,031 July . Did. gdidp dp 

August ‘ 21,5 5818 


Imports from Germany started in May and have been:= 


May 191.5 1. 9799 
June ® Ld. 5922, 
July ‘ 104. 5051 
August ‘ -- V1 ,527 
peptember  '" Littesese . oO 


E,C.C. has provisionally allocated coal: from Germany as follows:~ 


October ..- 2061 4500 tons 
i.[: | i een srmmer ss 0! 3 A, 
December . ‘sssivisoees ee |e 
January _. 580 ,500 7 


A comparison of total availabilities for France in October » according to fore- 
cast (her own output, German import, U.K. and U.S, allocations) with pre-war 
consumption is as follows: 


Pre=war October, 1925 


Consumption requirements requested and 
allocated excluding U.S, and U,K, 
military requirements 35758 ,000 — 


Disposable: solid fuel ipod ae ey O00 > 
Full SPOTUS . nicest ae. ; 1 901 3000 


7 eeeeereweeeeneeaeeenee* 


22915000 
Percentage 72.8% 


French production (less coal consumed at the mines) from the date of the 
release of the mines, plus imports’by sea and fran Germany, all up to the end of 
August, totalled about 29,500,000 tons. Thetamount of coal used directly or 
indirectly for military requirements, including railways, was probably at the rate 
of about 500,000 tons a month, or 6,000,000 tons a year, This Jeft France for her 
own requirements in the period covered a total of 23,500,000 tons, as against a 
normal annual requirement of ca a 000 tons before the war, 
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AL i tore e of consump tLon an, rad 1938 and June y 1945 shows as ‘follows 


ee 


Gas Works 


Blectricity Works ccd 


Railways .... 


Internal Navigation and Banker's eS ? 


“Heavy industry .... 
small industry and Hapekea 


* Tess 1948 ° 


June, 194.5 Peroenteze | 


2h.4 »200 
322,500 
6225777 

25 9500 


758 ,580 
188 9800 


Given the estimated forward Budi iie,' coal for Europe, the European 
Coal Organisation estimated in August, 194.5, that ee ie requirements during 


the, six months following: the end of the war should, if 


extent shown be Low: Sa 


1, 


oa woe. caged 


Electricity Works ..................... 


Railways 


Water and other public . 
utility undertakings 


Coke oven plants... 
iron and steel works ............. 
Engineering.and other 
metal trades..: 


Food, dvink and tobacco ......... | 


Chemical and Allied Trades _ 


Cottons textiles, leather 


tabiceay Aint ih Sola aE eae 
QuarrLes, Mines, Cement and 


} Bricks, tiles, fireclay, 


building material, buil 
and contracting 
China, Earthenware sill 


possible, be met to the 


69% of average winter consumption 
1935=37, if known; if unknown 69%. 
of 55% of average anmual consumption, 


556 of average winter consumption, 


1935-37, if known; if unknown 55%. 
of 55% of average annual consumption. 


100% of half average annual 


consumption, 1935=-3/. 


100% of half average annual 
consumption, 1935-37. 


LO of half average annual 
consumption, 1935=—37. 


70% of half average annual 


consumption, 1935-37. (Agriculture 
and horticulture, food processing, 


807)» 


LO of half average annual 
consumption, 1935-37. © 


f 
O% 


é 


60% of two-thirds of half average 


In abeyance. 
Undies: consideration, 
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It will be seen, therefore, that even if France takes all her allocations, & 
revival standard is very modest,. Many more millions of tons will be required to 
bring her up to pre-war basis only, The replenishing of stocks and the overall 
effort outlined by de Gaulle will call for millions more, : 


Allocations to domestic users 


Everything depends on whether. the .French:can bring in and distribute within 
the country the much larger quantities.of coal which are now being made available 
from the United Kingdom, the U.S.A. and Germany, 


So far, it is understood that 2 cwts, have already been issued to all house= 
holders and they are promised a further 2 cwts, delivery in October, Doctors, ¢ 
-dentists, sick folk, old folk, young children, hospitals, etc,., have a special 
-.Ssue over and above this, -An issue of wood is also being made available; but 
at the best it is feared that not more than 10 cwts. of coal and 10 cwts. of wood 
will be available to the ordinary family for the whole winter. It is truce that a 
certain amount of gas and electricity will be available for heating, but many homes 
have no electricity and quite a number have no gas, 


Discharging and Transport 


The. whole of French recovery depends on the success of efforts to discharge 
and move, At present the ports are badly damaged and lack discharging equipment; 
railways, rolling stock and locomotives arc damaged or in short supply. in addition, 
few of the ports have sufficient draught of water to take the Liberty ships alongside 
the quay, From enquiries made, the 8.N.C.F., A.T.I,C. port authorities, British 
Q-movement and.U.S. Com,Z,., all seem confident that this will be coped with, 


Future outputs 


Although France's ovm output might rise to 80% of her pre-war productiéon, 
civing her about 31,000,000 tons of saleable coal; and although the import 
programme may be increased to 1,500,000 tons a month (18,000,000 tons a year) , 
the amount of coal available will still be 13,000,000 tons less than before .the 
war, Therefore, when it comes to talking about a revival effort involving up to 
200%: of pre-war, considerably more coal will have to be found, 


De Note, Since the above was written the American coal strike has broken out 

and since about 21st October no further shipments have been made to North-West 
Europe, America's contribution to that area for the months of October, November, 
and December, at any rate, woul@ have been 710,000 tons monthly. Each month the 
strike lasts, France will lose 358,000 tons from U.S, plus possibly 40,000 tons 

of coal from U.K. , which coal will go to make up those North-West European countries, 
who awe allocated exclusively U.S. coal. . ae 


As things now stand, U.S. coal arrivals will] cease at the end of ‘this monthe 
In addition to this, the movement of coal into France from the Ruhr has now entirely 
ceased owing to loss of wagons. 


Ee t POE OP Te 


Iv - ELECTRICITY 


Little damage was done to the electric supply installations at the Liberation 
and as during the occupation production has becn developed the situation has, on 
the whole, been satisfactory. Some strain developed as from the beginning of 
September owing to the reduction in the generation of hydro-electricity, the level 
of water in the dams of the South being particularly low on account of the dry 
summer, The production of the thcormal generating stations has been stepped up as 
far as possible; but, slthough the thermal gencrator at Hostens near Bordeaux has 
been put back into action, it has not been able to make up the fall in hydro- , 
clectric production of the Pyrenees, with the result that the Paris region has had. 
to export to Orleans, 


Two hydro-elcotric generators have reoustiy been brought back into use, one nt 


Fond de France and the other at Bissorte, These two stations produce altogether 
about 17,000,000 kilowatts per month, the equivalent of 12,000 tons of coal, 


TotaL consumption at the beginning of .iugust was averaging 47.5 millions of 
kilowatts per day, of which 20,2 thermal, 24.9 hydraulic and 2,4. imported, This 
represents a monthly consumption of 144.25 millions of kilowatts, Consumption in 
the second week of October had increased to 55 millions of kilowatts daily, 
representing a monthly rate of 1,650 millions of kilowatts. The increase is 
obtained from the thermal gencrators, 


In total the clectricity situation has been. one of the most satisfactory aspects 
of economic activity during 1945, for. compared with average monthly consumption in 
1938 (1,350 millions of kilowatts) the monthly average during the first six months 
of 1945 stood at 103;o (1,385 millions of kilowatts). During July and August + 
fell to 99% 2. 333 millions of kilowatts) and 94yo (1,275 millions of kilowatts) 
respectively, on account of the reduction in hydro-electric generation. 


It is considered that the existing hydro-electric gencrating stations represent 
only about 257 of the maximum that could be achieved, which is estimated at over 
40,000 millions of kilowatts, The following table shows as at ist January , 19,4 , 
for cach of the large gencrating systems the available power of the equipment in use 
and that which can be expected from the stations under construction, under con-= 


sideration or appearing possible (in thousands of kilowatts). 


In working Under Being $$ Appearing 
order Construction planned possible 
I = NORTH=$£..ST | } 
Rhine Basin 2 100 - dA - 
II - NORTH AND NORTH-\EST : 
Seine and coastal rivers 28 1 57 - 
Titrl stations - - 92 8 
III - MASSIF CENTRAL | 
Loire Basin 80 | 10 1.3 92 
. Dordogne Basin 112 98 11,2 87 
Tam Basin ae 5 56 108 
Lot Basin 96 86 aa 17 
Various 3 - 38 - 
IV - PYRENEES 
Haute-Garonne Basin 152 68 87 152 
L'Adour Basin Pee 37 : 447 175 
Various | 25 | ee a 38 
V = JURA | 
L' Ain, Doambes and Doubs Basins 56 L. 61 27 
VI - RHONE | 63 190 689 i ee 
VIL -_ ALPS 
Isere Basin : 1.04. 112 | 271 273 
Other Basins 186 18 363 537 
TOTAL ng 94.65 64.5 2,565 1,514 
Corresponding annual production 
capacity (in millions of kwh) - 42 833 5, 650 22,470 13,263 


The French are pursuing the construction of the Aigle dam which forms a part of 
four hydro-electric installations covering the middle and upper Dordogne from the 
level of Argentat to north of Bort, The maréges dam was finished in 1935; the 
Aigle dam is well under way and the Bort and Chastong dams are in the stage of 
preparatory work, 

Of the 240,000 cubic metres of concrete which will be needed for the Aigle dam, 
200,000 have already been placed in position, It is considered probable that all 
the four groups of the station will be functioning by 1947, when they will furnish 
450 millions of kwh per annum, The first started to function on 16th October. It 
is onan’ that the second will be working before the end of this year, | 
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V PETROLEUM 


(4) -Rrocunemcnt Machinery Bee bie | | oe 


: ‘The’ Hhepen’ givil.  oomireiaantt cilia tiation ‘to take over from. the Allica Military 
. Aitnowttten: is. Pomplete and wer from’ teething troubles Ls — reasonably: well 
a bl . | | 


is 


The : Goverrmant machinery. » however, is begoming éveruundened with officials. 
This is’ causing much concern in the Petroleum Industry, which is not being allowed 
to return to normal commercial channels with. anything like the speed that was hoped, 


A possibility of” breakdown in this direction is not impossible especially for 
purchases from America, where the Controlling Petroleum Organisations, created for 


aa ot iat are swiftly disappearing in favour of commercial enterprise. 


(2) Demands. re imports October/March 


- 


(a) Motor Fuels. Demands submitted amount to approximately. 55/5 .of 1938 
consumption, which should permit reasonable. operation.-of transport in, view. of 
the: fact. that the fleet and envisaged replacements-represent approximately. 
603 of" ‘the prewar total. o kde ‘ey | 


Although the witiiihiiens rat gures shown above vy appear ocmaibeatbe it ‘must 
be borne in mind that.an increased mileage is required from haulage transport -to 


cover reduction in rail. capacity; further, the majority of ene vehicles ee 
are: of higher. power wel th greater consumption, 


‘Te a basic ‘olvilldén petrol ration was to be instituted further imports would 
be necessary. 


“(») aces Demands represent 90 prewar consumption, Free-sale on' the 
market is to be instituted during October, It is understood that consumption 


for domestic heating purposes is unlikely to increase owing to une non evenke= 
bility of oil-purning stoves, 


(c) Automative and Industrial Lubricants, Demands placed are slightly ” 

greater than prewar consumption, Indications are that these will’ be met and. 
made freely available on the market. The increase is due entirely to industrial 
‘needs to cover a working and distributional margin, principally for the. coal 
and steel industries and railways, as the result of exhaustion of stocks, i 


Imports of basic lubricants in bulk for local blending has already been set 
up and will greatly facilit aCe transport difficulties and the manufacture of 
speciality lubricants. 


(ad) Automotive Gas 0% “on Demands have been ieee to cover the full 
requirements of fuel for Diesel vehicles and the free sale is sade to. be - 
authorised in October or November, 


+. Ce) Furnace. ‘Oils “2 ins O41 and Fuel . O11, The demands for these two grades — 

for blending into the various specifications if furnace.:oil, when ormpased ” f 
with 1938 consumption, at first appear to be greater. ‘However, a true ~ 

7 comparison, ‘at first appear to be greater, However, a true comparison 
cannot be made on the overall figures in view’ of ‘the great number of, 
‘conversions made from solid ad icp UunLts now ; burmting awe? fuels, 


*- 


et, % 


The paises achiodule gives 4° more detailea views 
tonnes, 


Piewe are in-wetric 


e 


tenand peg ee m 


Constmer ee manera 

te ae a” March 4.6 1958 © 
Railways _ 405,000 Nil | New Diesel Locos, .. 
Central Electric 14.8 ,000 , Ni Conversion Vitry-Caen=St. 


Denis from coal, 


Central Heat. | Represents 8% of total 
hospitals and 256 64,0 150 ;000 1938 figures which quantity 
domestic. , . | is consumed in winter months, 
Bakeries 35 ,000 37 9500 


Agriculture and 
foodstuffs 34. 9900 62 4500 


Mechanical and 3 ) Reduced requirements pending 
electrical 91 800 127,500 ) return to full operation, 
industry. 
Chemical 45,000 27 5500 
Glass 27 ,000 35,000 ) 
Textile and. | 
Leather 20,600 46,500 
lietallurgy , — 4A 800 | 24 5500 Increase for rehabilitation, 
Sundry Industries 29 4565 90 5000. Reduced capacity 
Public Works 35 »660 10,000 Vastly increase recon= 
struction commitments 
81.0 5965 580,000 
Bunkers: 
Inland W. T. 4.5 5000 
French Merchant= Tiph00 ) 
men. 500,000 
Sundry Nil 
915 9365 1 9125 ,000 


It will be seen that if the new consumers are deducted from the above, the 
remaining industries will be met with adequate fuel requirements, 


It may be as well to state here that the French Government policy is by the 
conversion of domestic and industrial heating equipment to increase the consumption 
of liquid fuels from approximately 1,000,000 tons pa. to 4. ,000 ,000 tons per annum > 
ey in 1947, exclusive of liquid bunkering requirements which approximate a further 
4 4,250,000 tons pea, This increase would be reflected by a reduction in coal mene 
of between: 5/ 6 4900 ,000 tons De Se | 


A large proportion ‘of this increase in Fuel Oil is euieltana to be met from the 
French share of Iraq production, which is due to be stepped up during the next two 


yearse 


For the coming winter, however, it is extiieeans unlikely that nein. conversions 
can be made owing to the lack = eens of which the greater part would need to . 


be imported, 


It is probable that world sn could wise. further ene for fuel oily “ 
ough aittiodities exist in p ring the Linsecacupl — ng at the present time 
when increased crude e eta ‘There are "aL. Limite 
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...(f£) Asphalts;----Demands--placed-for-all types of asphalt--represent - ree on ¢@ | 
approximate tely 964 of 1938 consumption, Almost the entire prewar production 


was Obtained from local Refineries. and distributed in bulk, The present six 
. ..months demand. of: 14,000. would not. appear to be readily available; but, even 
if products can be provided, special tankers are not available to bring this 
product in buik, - Again, there is a shortage of drums if the products are to 
be, packed, and the lack of handling facilities for packed products would 
ov ereavly reduce thie’ Suantities to-be imported, 


Stocks on hand are low and with winter conditions ahead it is highly 
ee ‘improbable that. the- mush needed. —* to roads will be more than* superficial 


(2) Solvents, wax, petrolsum coke, etc, siieenibe wetiane supplies have. 
been demanded end it is felt aaah there should be no difficulties in supplies 
being met, : 


b Internal Distribution Facilities 


(a) Marseilles-Sarrebourg pipeline. On the completion of negotiations with 
U.S. liilitary Authorities for the purchase of this pipeline for approximately | 
£8. 000,000 the problems of distribution in South-East France will be met until 
alternative arrangements are made, As far as can be foreseen, this pipeline 
system will not be replaced by a permanent line, Although present leakage and 
pilferage results in considerableée:loss, this system mst be maintained for 

lack of other forms of transport, 


(b) Rail Tank Cars, The vresent number of Rail Tank Cars (all grades, 

including bitumen), amounting to 4,000 represents 44% of prewar stock 

and is insufficient to meet the neoda of the near future, It is understood 

that a further 2,000 cars have been demanded from Germany. In addition to 
i the above, 1.500 tank cars are in use by the French Army, 


(c) Inland Water Tank Barges, Of the prewar fleet of 613 Tank barges, 127 
are lost or in Germany and a further 141 under repair or awaiting repairs, 
leaving the present capacity at only about 55% of 1938, 


Orders have been placed for 50 new motor barges in England, but delivery 
will not take place until next summer when the general position should be 
considerably eased, 


(d) Road Tank Wagons. The distribution fleet is very old and worn out and 
the total number of small tankers is only 800, It is hoped to obtain new 
chassis from local manufacture in the very near future, which will improve the 
situation greatly, 


(e) Sundry Equipment, Demands have been placed for some items of distributim 
equipment, but no difficulties are expected while ae aah remains low and 
urgent requirements can be manufactured locally. 


4. Prospects of world availability 


The most recent opinion from the Ministry of Fuel and Power is that world 
availability of products will permit the full satisfaction of French demands, 


The next two months, however, are likely:'to. be fairly difficult. as regards: a 
shipping, Owing to a world wide rearrangement along commerical routes, Difficul- 
ties in obtaining shipping have-already resulted in reduced imports for September 
and some: authorities foresee contimed difficultiés ‘until February, 1946. One 
of the méin factors: of disruption is due to decentralisation in America, 


Further difficulties mst be anticipated as the result of present strikes in 
the American Petroleum TRUSTE y. ss 


5. Financial Aspects 


One of the major difficultics in meeting the French requirements is that of 
payment, The following rough estimates of remiirements showing eee source rashes 
Will give some idea of the liabilities involved. — trent ee 
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Estimated approximate value of Oct.194.5/ 
April 1946 imports for Civil and 
: Military requirements for Metropolitan 


__France and French North Africa me 4 | & 22,500,000 99, 000, 000 

| ; Purchases from Dollar Sources. | | be : 15,000, 000 rae 60,000,000 | 
—s "Sterling" - 5,000,000 = 20,000,000 
‘ de ea peat 2,500,000 10,000,000 


These figures are very approximate and depend on cost and freight trends; but 
it willbe appreciated that if sterling sources are only able to supply approximately 
£5,000,000 of products, the Zz 60,000,000 portion which will fall to ‘be purchased 
from Dollar sources represents approximately one-third of that part of the $ 500 
million credit from U.S, which is sea to consumable stores. 


It therefore appears that the chief factor which will limit French imports | 
is finance rather than evailabilit y and shipping, 


6. Refinerics 


Before ‘the war 847, of French petroleum requirements were met from crude oil 
refined in the country, ° 


is the result of war the prewar refining capacity of approximately 8 » 000,000 
tons pea has been seriously damaged and the anticipated throughput for 19.6 is 
estimated at 2,300,000 tons (Table A’‘(page 30) sets out brief details), 


The major shortages which require replacement are storage tanks, pits and 
valves, and some of the smaller refineries will require complete rebuilding. 


Until such time as the French Government Refining policy for the future is 
agreed, it is unlikely those companies with foreign capital will embark on any 
major reconstruction, 


The following cuantitics of crude are being imported for treatment by 
Mediterranean Refineries during the last quarter 1945. 


BERRE LA MEDE L* AVERA Total 

EX U.S.A, ex Tripoli ex Rastanura Tons 
Oct, 36,000 30, 000 20 , 000 86,000 
Nov, 24,000 55,000 35, 000 114., 000 
Dec, 36,000 77,000 50,000 163,000 
. 365,000 


f - Local Production 


(a) Gas. Much publicity is being given to the development of the Petroleum 
Gas field at St. Gaudens which, although suspected for some years past, was 

not found by the Germans in spite of surveys by them and.is now being exploited, 
The aim is to produce 500,000 cubic meters of gas per day by December, 1947, 

to supply the whole south-west of France, The present production is. 

quoted <t.40,000 cubic motors per day (couivelent: 50,000.litros = 37 tons 
petrol) and is being utilised for automotive purposes and domestic heating, 


f£. pipeline has been laid to Toulouse and Tarbes and it is estimated that 
apRRORAmAteLy 300 tons of coal a day wilt be saved by the substitution of this 


Fase 


(b) Other local production from shale and synthetic sources is still rela~ 
tively small, finished products amounting to appronimatery 1,000 tons per month, 


(c) dieao} Substitution. The use of alcohol for rteenecid ce purposes is 
being, roeree opped and it is anticipated that ee will liberate considerable 
ties for other eee. 
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8, North Africa 7 Se ere ££ 
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The demands for the three North /‘frican territories have been scaled up. to 
1938 requirements, The French Government feel that these countries mist be brought 
back to normal immediately, as they fear political unrest, Should any shortage in 
world supply require a.cut.in French imports as a whole, the Government has decided 
to support these reductions in Metropolitan France, rather than in North ‘Africa, 


Distribution machinery in North Africa is ae capable of looking after this 
programme and is extremely well organised, 


The Allies have allocated sufficient small Tankers to provide for coastwise 
movements in bulk, ) ‘ ) 


The servicing of Allied Military throughout these territories is a French 
responsibility and.is commencing to operate smoothly, although certain misunder=. 
standings on the hand-over from Allied Military still need clarification, 


Procurement machinery has been set up. well, although the North ffrican 
representatives are still very indignant at the control imposed by Paris, With the 
increased scale of supplies this annoyance should prove to be only a matter of 
domestic friction and should not upset the internal North African economy. Internal 
friction between fonctionnaires and with industry officials is probably too well 
known to be worth more than a passing reference, but unless closely followed, may 
have serious repercussions on the general import programme, 


Although the North /fricen finances are controlled from Paris, there still 
aopears to be some doubt as to the extent of the pressure which Paris is able to 
to exert on the North /frican Economy regarding the allocation of monies between 
various commodities, The North African territories are endeavouring to maintain 
full rights in this latter respect, 
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Storage destroyed 
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Badly damaged, 
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ject to release of ‘certain storage tanks end pipelines 
Allied Mil. can commence operations ately. 
C.F.R. has started up-at 10,000 tons p.m. 


Ready to commence at 50% capacity ist Jan, 1945. At 
present operating at 8,000 tons per month of Shale. 


Canplete replacement of storage required for capacity 
1,200, 000 


Capable of operating at rate 180,000 as from Jan./46 


Needs complete reconstructim, 


Operetion dependent on bulk supplies t Dunkerque 
otherwise could commence partial refining soon but 
not for lubricants — | 
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V. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 


min to the urban centres, Foods are produced and available in the various depart- 
ments of France in a wide variety but the producer always keeps enough to make sure 
that his own standard of feeding remains equal with that of pre-wer and does not 
deteriorate, 


(a) General, The problems of food distribution and rationing apply in the 


Before the war Metropolitan France was self-supporting in food to the extent 
of 93% of the tonnage of food anddrink consumed, the remaining TH being obtained 
by imports from the colonial empire and foreign countries; but in calorie values, 
ra represented 87% and imports ‘13% (Including large amount of fats 
and oils), 


The normal person consumed onthe average 3150 calories per day, The SHAEF 
target to prevent disease and unrest, was 2,000 calories, At no time-either during 
the occupation or since liberation has the total official distribution of foodstuffs 
to the normal consumer reached this figure. The highest so far was 1500/1600 
calories, 


The present short supply of home produced foodstuffs is the combined result 
of three main causes: 


(i) lack of imports 
(ii) German requisitions 
(iii) Fall in French agricultural production, 


(i) (Lack of imports), Asalready stated, ia Pagel food imports represented 
13% of the calorie value of the normal consumer's food supply, owing to the 
large amount of fats imported in the form of oil, oilseeds and other fat deriva= 
tives. The result of lack of imports has been that, as indigenous production 
could not supply the deficiency, the balance as between proteins, fats and 
carbohydrates was upset and the diet became short of one of its most important 
constituents, The consumer has suffered and is still suffering from low fat 
ration, although, jas will be seen from Table 1 at the end of this section, the 
ration rate has improved owing to increased imports of actual fats and raw 
materials for the production of fats for human consumption. 


Lack of imports, particularly animal feeding stuffs and fertilisers, 
seriously affected agricultural production with the result that yields per 
hectare showed a steady decline during occupation and reached a low weter 
mark in 194.5 = see Table 2, 


(ii) German requisitions), During the occupation, German requisitions played 
an important part in reducing food supplies available for the civilian consumer, 
though on occasions too much stress has been laid on this factor, While the 
Germans certainly took large amounts of all the main commodities, particularly 
meat, the most important result of these requisitions was the disorganisation 
of the food supply system, resulting in illegal transactions and the black 
market, It has been estimated that requisitions deprived the civilian consumer 
of approximately 2,/.00,000 tons of foodstuffs per year and decreased the calorie 
value available by approximately 202 calories aad day. 


Requisitions of agricultural cecilia » such as cattle feedingstuffs, 
horses, tractors and so forth, played a leading part in the fall of French 
acricultural production from whith it is still suffering severely, 


(iii) (Decline in production), Of the three main causes of the present food 
situation, the most far-reaching has been the decline in French agricultural 
production, The average fall has been about 20% and has been most serious in 
wheat, meat, milk and dairy products, all highly — nutritionally and 

difficult to replace, 


oo 


The general decline has resulted from several causes, Lack of fertilisers 
has bought about a steady impoverishment of the soil, and to this must be 
added lack of fungicides and insecticides which has been most severely felt 
by wine, fruit and potato growers, Shortages of agricultural machinery and 
ectnaeart and the lack of spare parts to carry out repairs have resulted in 
a heavy eee of all farm equipment. ‘The requisitioning of horses, by 
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the Germans, with the consequent delay and inability to carry out farming 
operations, has helped. to reduce farming operations, Finally, the decline in 
available man power owing to déportations to Germany and the absence of farm 
worker's as dicen of wer still further aggravated the aL CURE SONs 


In addition, Fratioce has suffered four years of catensiaial dry summers, the 
effects of which have Been particularly severe in the aréa south of a line 
—e due cast from the sateen of the Loire, — 


At the present time, ee French farmer is in a state of despondency owing 
to all the causes mentioned, In addition,. he is uncertain of the value of the 
franc and therefore inclined to hold on to his products, Moreover, he is at 
present practically unable to purchase what he needs for his work, whether 
machinery, implements, fertilisers » livestock or clothing, 


(b) Emergency Imports. oe the "military period" certain imports of 
machinery, seed wheat, seed potatoes and binder. twine were made:= 


\ Threshing machines 92 Units 
| Tractor Ploughs ‘0 * 
Harrows: Spike tools | i 
Disc aa." 
Tractors 25 fo ee 
Grain driils (Tractor) 107 4 
(Horse) ee 
Potato Diggers : a 
Binder Twine 22,9070 Tons 
| Seed Potatoes 3 50,00." 
Seed Wheat ; 30,000 " 


These were small amounts of machinery, owing to the SHAEF directive that only 
imports necessary to prevent disease and unrest which might interfere with military 
operations should be agreed to. They therefore, constituted a fractional part of 
the country's requirements, In the case of seed wheat and potatoes, the amounts 
were governed by estimates of the crops necessary to implement the food ration 
scale, based on the previous year's crops. Owing to shortages of manpower and 
equipment, only 4.0% of the normal winter wheat crop acreage was sown in the autumn 
of 19)... This left a large acreage to be sown in the spring, with the attendant 
difficulty.of spring wheat imports. Arrangements were made for the import of 
spring seed wheats of Canadian origin. : 


It was also necessary to arrange. for the import of sced potatoes to supplement 
those that the French themselves could provide. 


Unfortunately, . the imports of both seed potatoes and seed wheat arrived late, 
so that sowing was delayed. This late sowing coupled with-the drought which 
started in the early summer resulted in low wheat and potato crops. The potato 
crop. was further affected by the ravages of the Colorado beetle, | 


By the beginning of August, 19, the food situation had deteriorated to such 
an extent that national rationing was dicontinued and regional control took its 
place, The effect of this change was reflected later in the unwillingness of surplus 
areas to export to deficiency areas when national rationing was: once more introduced, 
Bad distribution and transport difficulties had also contributed to food shortages, 
with the result that the rations in the large towms were almost the. Lowest in Europe 
and well below the SHAEF target figure of 2,000 calories per day. 


| The French Ministry of Food was faced with the problem of obtaining immediate 
supplies to maintain and, if possible, increase its low ration scale. Requests 
were submitted to SHAEF for the months of September, October, November and December, 
for certain main foodstuffs; but unfortunately these were not forthcoming during the 
months in question. | : 


The necessity of coordinating ers under the Military Programme with the 
eventual French civil imports led to the submission of the Target'Relief Import 
Programme to cover the months ist November, 194, to 4st March, 1945 and to the 
National Civil Import Programme for the period 1st November, 4 Oly to ist: July, 

7 1945. Under the Military Target Relief Import Programme, France was to receive 
_/ a total supply of 223,274 net long tons, 
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The programme was put forwerd on the assumption that the period of military a : 
responsibility would end on.ist March, 1945. There was also the. proviso that | 
SHAEF would only bring in these ‘mports if shipping, port capacity and the military 
situation, justified them. The amounts in the programme were calculated on the basis 
of maintaining the current French ration, but unfortunately importations lagged and 
the total amounts were not implemented until the month of July, 


At the same time as the Military Import Target Programme was submitted, the 
French Government submitted its ‘programme for Civil Imports to cover the period 
tst November, 1944 - ist July, 1945. This programme included the Military Import 
Programme, As. originally submitted, it consisted of 493,000 long tons of food~ 
stuffs, plus 392, 000 fats and soap. Total 885,000 tons, 


Later this programme was revised and-consisted of: 


Foodstuffs 669,900: (including 250,000 wheat) 
Oil and Fats 426,100 
195,300 . 


The French Civil Import Programme was based on port and inland transportation 
capacity as well as actual needs, It was designed a increase the French normal 
consumer's low ration of 1390/414.00 calories per day by a further 200/230 calories 
per day, The programme was very modest and in reality  dneubhiotent to meet the 
nation's needs, This was realised by the French wathettian at the time, but 
they were prepared to accept the programme in view of the Allied Military require- 
ments in France, Once again, unfortunately, delivery did not coincide with the 
periods for which the allocations were made, with the result that the programme 
instead of being completed by 1st July will only be completed in October, Owing 
to the delay in deliveries, it was necessary for the French to ask for an immediate 
loan of sugar and fats to enable them to maintain their present ration scale until 
indigenous sugar supplies become available and adequate arrangements can be made 
for the conversion of oilseeds into edible fats, 


These loans consisted of 50,000 tons of sugar to be repaid by the French from 
their C,F.B, allocation and 10, OOO tons of fats in the form of margarine and compound, 


A consistent difficulty has been the Lanse of time between the date of the 
submission of the French demands to the C.F.B, and the eventual delivery of the 
foodstuffs in France, This time lag has contributed to the fact that the Civil 
Import programme will only be completed three months after the target date of 
1st July, 1945. On occasions, delay in delivery has been due to the French: failing 
to make adequate shipping arrangements long enough in advance; Owing to the 
inclusion of the Military Import Target in the Civil Imports programme the varia~ 
tion in tonnages owing to substitutes and the import of unprogrammed foodstuffs, 
it has not been:possible to make a detailed comparative table. By 3ist July, under 
the military programme with a target of 223,274 tons food, 323,038 tons had been 
imported, whilst the total tonnage of food Smorted under "this head including oil- 
seeds was 327, 4180 tons, Table 3 shows:~ 


Following is the seil3 babii of food imports from all sources whether pro grammed 
or not, up to 3ist August, 1945 


Total allocations less loans 1,538,710 


" arrivals including leans 74.8 ,665 
Balance to complete programme 790,045 


(ec) 2nd Semester, 1945. The programme for the 2nd semester of 1945 was based 
- on two hypotheses; one that the war in Europe would continue and the other that 
it would end. The amounts of food and agricultural imports were as follows: 


Hypotheses 1 Hypotheses 2 
- Agricul ture -. 978,000 1,664,000 


2,420,750 4511 4750 
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The considerable increase under hypothesis 2 was based on the release of 
ee inepessed. port capacity and additional food requirements, © | 


Thee main reasons had contributed to the need for higher food and agricul tired 
imports, “4 | 


e ie 
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ee t “The ‘Yéenetty to import cereals into France which had not been fore- 
seen six months previously3 Etre 


“2. . The’ acute sugar position; 
je The meat problen, ° 


Owing to -the drought and the consequent fall in French wheat production, the 
demand for cereals: had had to be incréased to 1,300,000 for the 12 months; July, 194.5 
to June, 1946, .Owing to the large quantity required and the. amount. of shipping 
involved, it-is essential that. 500,000 tons of the total amount should be supplied 
during the second semester 1925, 


As already pointed out, it had been necessary for the French’ to ask for a 
loan to meet the sugar position; anda request was also made that they might draw 
against their 4th quarter meat allocation owing to the actite position which. had 
arisen on account of short indigenous supplies and the non arrival of ‘the 3rd quarter 
allocation at the beginning of the period, 


So Pax no detailed figures have been submitted for 1946, but it will be neces- 
sary for the French to receive at least the same amounts for the first semester of 
1946 as for the second of 1945, In round figures they will require 2,000,000.net 
long tons food, 1,000,000 net long tons fertilisers and 1,000,000 net long tons * 
other agricultural requirements, particularly cattle feed and seeds, 


One of ‘the big problems of the winter will be food, second in importance to 
coal, Agricultural requirements such as feeding stuffs for immediate needs will 
also be essential and fertilisers to enable the land to be treated so as to imvrove 
the yield for the 1946 crops. 


Supplies of fertilisers have been practically non existent during the last 
three years, and ever since the German occupation stocks and production have 
steadily decreased, | 


Up to the end of August, 1945, the following imports of cattle feed, 
fertilisers and insecticides had been received: 


Cattle feed 28,632 tons 
Fertilisers 339,635" 
Insecticides 134 ,456°=—C 


The needs for the 2nd semester 1945 amount to 2,000,000 tons in all and in 
order that the 1946 production should not fail it is "essential that these amounts 
be made available and imported, ) 


The momentum of food and agricultural imports has steadily incredsed:= 


Month Food ; Agriculture... | Total 
January 19,635 8,894 Ch ae 28,526 
February ‘hoe ee 
March (EB 45,018 ie 89,811 
April eee CC eee 89,496 i 
_ May 6l,-y686° J 420,664, 
June ora 52,171 209,828 
July | 214 ,1,97 88 , 896 300,393 
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(ad) Distribution and Rations. The French original port clearance target 
figure was 4.0,000 tons per day, This has been reached, Further improvements 
will be limited by inland transport and cléarance from the ports, As imports 
increase, so will the need of railway wagons be felt. The increase of indigenous 
factory and coal production will tend to cause a bottleneck in transport, It is 
essential that France should have sufficient railway wagons, motor lorries and 
barges to cope with the rising scale of imports, 
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Turning to food distribution during the latter part of 1945 and the first 
four months of 1946, the Ministry of Food is faced with the problem of maintaining 
the present ration scale with certain modifications, 


Generally, throughout the winter months, the food supply will show a somewhat 
better variety than that which existed during the winter of 1944/45; but it is not 
envisaged that the calorie value for the normal consumer can possibly exceed 1700/ 
4800 per day. Taking the five main foodstuffs, bread, potatoes, fats, meat and 
sugar in detail, the position is as follows:= 


(i) Bread 


From November. ist, it will be taken off the ration. The Ministry of Food 
consider that the decontrol will not increase consumption. This contention is 
based on the fact that at the present time a large number of consumers do not 
take the whole of the 350 oms, daily ration to which they are entitled, At the 
‘same time, the pieshsn of increased. consumption is closely tied into potato 
Supplies. 


(it) Potatoes 


This year's crop has been disastrous, with the result that the amount of 
potatoes available to the non=producer consumer cannot exceed 25 kilos per head . 
for the whole period until the next crop is available. Comparing last year's 


figures, 
Non=-Producers 
Period Total Crop sxx Hee 
SE LOS | ot (available for) : Wo 
1944/45 8,000,000 | 2,900,000 50 kilos av, 
491.5/1.6 6,000,000 1,000,000 25 kilos av, 


The effect of this will be serious on the food:situation during the winter 
and as already noted may have repercussions on the bread: situation, The 
shortage of potatoes is also disastrous as owing to the shortages of other 
foodstuffs a greater demand has grown up than in pre-war years, The demand 
will further be increased owing to the increased fat ration starting in 
October. 


(iii) Fats 


| From October, the Government is raising the fat ration from the present 
figure of 500 gms. per month to 600 gms, It is hoped ta be able to. maintain 
this figuree Unexpected difficulties in the processing of imported raw materials, 
particularly in regard to the shortage of solvents, especially trichlorethyline, 
had been experienced, hence the request in July, previously mentioned, of an 
immediate loan of 10,000 tons of processed fats for each of the months July, 
August and September to maintain the current ration of 500 gms, per month, 

Other difficulties encountered have been coal shortages, unexpected breakdowns . 

of plant, and difficulty in moving the finished products away from the refineries, 
which are situated in the Marseilles area, owing to American redeployment, 

This latter difficulty has considerably ‘gmcroved since. the end of the war in | 
Japan, but coal and general transport problems will continue during the winter, 


(iv) ‘Meat 


‘It is hoped to maintain the meat ration consisting of butchers! meat and 
Charcuterie at 250 gms. per — until January. 


\ 


40183—1 


Requirements for the year 1945/6 based on 
a ration of 200 gms. 748,000 tons. 


Deficit 200,000 
Requirements on basis of 250 gms, 864,000 tons 
Deficit : 327, 000 


The above deficit figures are a minimum based on a productive figure of 
537,000 tons evailable for distribution, ‘The position is further complicated 
by the introduction on the ist October of the new meat regulations, whereby 
the Commissions d ‘Achat, a "Vichy" organisation, has been abolished, This has 
removed the system of impositions and allows freedom of sale to the. producer, 
At the same time prices have been raised. 


To what extent these measures will induce the producer to put more meat on 
to the market is at present unknown, It will be essential that imports be 
obtained to meet distribution during January-April, 1916. 


(v) — | 


No definite figures are as yet available for the new season's crop, 


. Pre-war consumption required a home production of 800/900,000 tons of 
which approximately 20 kilo per year went to each normal consumer, It is 
hoped that the crop may reach 350/1,00,000 compared with 500,000 tons last 
year, but at the present time it is very uncertain, It would appear that 
arrangements have been made whereby sufficient coal will be available for the 
refineries thereby avoiding the production loss which occurred in the 1944/)5 
campaien. 


' It is not proposed to increase the present ration of 500 gms, per month 
normal consumer,’ To maintain the sugar ration cuts have been made in all 
suger for industrial purposes; supplies have been reduced to about 12,000 tons 
per month, made up roughly as follows; 


Chocolate for children — - 3,400 tons per month 


Jam | ? " 4 : O00 ? 


Biscuits 
Baby foods 
Medical requirements 


Miscellaneous 


(vi) Fish 


The Government is makingstrenuous efforts to. improve the fish supply so as 
to counteract to some extent the meat shortage, At the present time, Paris is 
receiving 250 gms, per normal consumer per month, but it is: hoped to raise this 
to 500 pms, per week, particularly during the months of December and January when 
the French herring season is in full swing. The chief difficulty is the 
shortage of fishing craft and gear to refit.boats at present out of commission, 
It is this shortage of craft more than any other reason that is preventing a 
larger distribution of fish throughout Prance, 


(e) North Africa, , Mention must be made of the catastrophic cereal position 
in North Africa in the case of cereals as the result of the lack of rain in the © 
winter of 1944/45. Cereals form the main food supply for both human beings and 
animals, and owing to the poor crops after deducting seed requirements little was 
left for human or animal consumption. As alternative indigenous foodstuffs are 
not available, arrangements have had to be made for large imports; Requirements:= 


Seed 
Human Food 


Animal food 


Indigenous production 


Deficit to be imported 


779,700 tons 
2,215,845 " 
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998,600" . 


3,994,145" 


1,290,000 " 


2,704,145" 


. This importation was required to. be spread over twelve months : equally or at 
the rate of 226,000 tons per month and to commence as soon as possible, namely 


(f) Conclusion. . To sum up, the food position in France during the coming winter 


will depend on 


(a) the way in which the producers react to the steps the Government have 
taken to assist them by better prices, freedom of sale, provision of goods, i.e, 
shoes and clothing and partial return to pre-war conditions; 


(b) the extent to which the producers react to the Minister's appeal to 
produce the maximum and make sure that the large towns do not suffer food 


shortages through the fault of the farmers; 


(c) assistance in obtaining the imports asked for both foodstuffs and. 
agricultural requirements and the nécessary shipping to bring them in; 


(d) assistance in improving inland transport, rail road and water; 


(e) assistance in providing the return of fishing boats and the supply of 
necessary gear and equipment for those at present laid up. 


The most difficult periods will be during the first quarter of 1946 and again 
in the months of May and June, 
implemented and the imports asked for are brought in withcut delay, the Government 


hopes to tide France over 
variety than last winter, 
reach the figure of 2,000 


disease and unrest, 


The 


If the latest French figures on production are 


the winter with a higher calorie diet and a little more 
But even so, the diet. to the normal consumer will not 
calories per day regarded as the minimum to prevent 
picture is grim, but less sombre than last winter, owing 
to the small distribution which will be available, 


It remains to be seen whether the improvements in food plus warmth will be 
sufficient to prevent unrest during the second: winter after liberation. 


Table 1 


Monthly distribution in grams based on 


Paris returns 


Commodity | Oct, Nov, | Dec, Jan. pb, Maxch April May j|June |July August 
Bread 10850 | 10500] 10850 |10850 | 9800 | 40850 | 10500 | 10850|10500 4085 10850 
Meat 7 ss | 
(all 1000 982} 1110] 910°]. 760} 590] - 370} 570} 490] 665. 750 
types joe é 
Fats 250 250} 200! 300 200} 500] 400} 500} 350) 500 500 
Sugar 4 500 500; NIL} 500. | 500) 500 | ~ 500} 500} 500} 500 500 
fale! Daily Calorie Values ‘of all Foods distributed 
[4550 | 4448] 1218 | 1135 | 1296 | 1515 | 1337] 41470] 1302 ii 11,31 


26 


Table 2 
PRODUCTION 


in '000s Metric Tons 


‘ 


Main Cereal 


1944 | 1942 


5580 54,80 
362 34,9 
2700 2993 
789 765 


Potatoes 


Available for 
Total produced es: Domestic 


Consumption 


Pre-war 15,775 7,000 
194,3/ bly 13,000 5,770 
1941/25 8,000 2,900 
194,5/1,6 6,000 4,000 


Sugar Beet 


Total Produced For Sugar Sugar Produced 


8,33), 5, 934 930 

6,000 4,250 446 

5,200 20 . 285 (4) 
3~1,,000022) | No information 350(44) 


BY due ‘to lack of coal 
(ii) estimated figures at present 


——— 


‘Table 


Realisation of Import to 3ist August, 19145 


(in Metric Tons) 


(Supplied by Ministere & 
Ravitaillement 
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| {Percen= 
Sra rae Place of Allocations | Arrivals tind be 
| Origin Tonnage Period | August | Totals| Allocat'n, 
Wheat U.S.A, Canada 330,000 |1ist 6 mths. | 93,416 |248,126) 77% 
Flour " : - = - 1, 1.88 
Sugar Raw U, we “Cuba. | 
Antilles 317,560(1)|12 months | 16,418 | 92,640 
Reunion 5,000 5,000 
Sugar Refined England 50, 000(2)| Loan 5,329 | 6,329) 12,6% 
Lerd UsS.A. 31,000 42 Mths, 80 | 28,200} 91% 
: Argentine 2,000 hs? - -| = 
Edible Fats Canada 4,300 " - 353| 27% 
Australia 3,500 24 - api eaves 
Argentine 2,800 ? ~ 7 ae 
Groundnuts C.0.4, 95,000 : 14.5228 | 70,180} 73% 
Indes 77500 8,000 | 14,500} 18, 
A.O.A, 11,750 . 2,400 | 11.,872|126% 
Argentine 21,250 . - | 3,980| 19.2% 
Palm Kernels C.0.A, 137,500 " 45475 | 36,540] 26.5% 
Palm Oil C.0.A, 23,000 " 3,557. | 4,260) 18.7% 
Copra C.0.A, 3,350 " 801 .| 1,024} 30.7% 
Karitie C.0. A. 7,750 " 2,375 | 3,420) 68% 
Groundnut oil C.0.A. 3,000 i 250 | 1,800] 60% 
Linseed Argentine 45 5300 ¥ 1,005 | 19980] 24.2% 
Indies 14,000 i" 615 | 8,330] 75.7% 
Canada 33, 300 " - | 2,250| 6,8% 
Margarine England 10 "090(3) Loan. 1,943 1,945} 19.4% 
Soya U.S.A, 442,000 |42 mths, 17,000 -| 43,775] 39% 
Maize U.S.A, 140,000 m - | 16,125| 14.5% 
Rice U.S.A, 8,4.00 1st 6 mths, ~ | 3,146) 37.4% 
Pulses U.S.A, “Argentine 30,000 " 972 | 20,792) 69.3% 
Milk and Drice U.S.A. 1.0 "700(4) tt 1,618 | 15,482 
Cocoa. 6.0.4; 4.0 ,000 42 mths, 4,964 | 23,712| 590mm 
Coffee C.0.A, Madagascar | 32,750 {1st 6 mths, | 140,998. | 27,852] 85% 
Meat: Canned Argentine | 2,750(5) Not in > 227 1,780 65% 
Frozen Madagascar Monet Plan | 3,07 6,820 
Fish: Frozen England 1,250 n ~ | 1,000} 23.5% 
Salt England - it 1 4.67 3,367 
A.F.N, - tt 4,434 7 5350 
Onions A.F.N, - ft 2,054, 2,05), 
Wine AF, . oor . : 8,565 16,195 
(4) Equivalent to 350,000 short tons, © Includes 34,500 tons under military plan, 


Percentage total about 11.5%, 


Special loan from England, 
- §$pecial loan from England, 


French in India, 


tons, 


To be pepaid from French West Indian allocation, 
To be repaid in part by groundnuts allocated to 


Includes imports under military plan, which on 31st August amounted to 11,325 
Percentage of total about 65,8%. 
Gift by Argentine Government to France of 5,000 tons carcase WARS. 
to canned owing to lack of refrigerated shipping, | 


Changed 
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VIE = PORTS AND TRANSPORT 


/ | 


(a) Clearance of Imports 


It was obviously essential for a country which before the war used to import 
some two million tons of goods per month by sea, to recreate the necessary machinery. 
With valuable aid from the Allied Military Forces, the French have, in fact, 
produced some order out of chaos, The crippled ports of September, 194, are now 
receiving just under 40,000 tons per day of civil cargo, including coal but 
excluding P,.0O,L., in addi tion to moving men and material through Le Havre and 
Marseille under the U.S. redeployment scheme, These loads are moreover being 
effectively moved without undue delays to and:from the ports, thanks to an efficient 
mobilisation of the: remaining road, rail and waterway transport facilities. So far, 
so good; but this has not been achieved without straining the facilities to the 
limit; and it is anticipated that in the near future, probably bbout the end of the _ 
year, inland transport facilities will become the main bottleneck in import 
reception capacity, | 


(b) Road Transport 


The roads of France are not in bad. shape considering, except in those regions 
which had to carry heavy military traffic, but everywhere , thanks to patchwork 
repairs, they are functioning almost normally, -It is estimated that they will not 
be back to 1938 stendards, however, before 191.8 and meanwhile the major part of the 
repairs being effected. are makeshift, aiming simply at keeping the roads open, 


In 1938 there were 500,000.commercial vehicles operating in France, MThis 
figure covers the whole range from light vans to heavy lorries, At liberation the 
corresponding figure was.190,000, It has now risen to 225,000, while a further | 
105,000 are potentially available if difficulties as to spare parts and tyres can be 
overcome, The overall situation is, however, much worse than these figures indi- 
cate, on account of the mechanical deficiencies in the vehicles, bad condition of 
tyres (80% worn out as against 40% before the war) and lack of spare parts, 

Immediate lorry requirements by way of imports submitted for this year total 27,000 
vehicles, Allocations were agreed up to 23,000 from civil Ppa and” ..000 by 
SHAEF, The main effort is being directed towerds domestic production, which -& the 
end of 1945 is expected to pass from the current 2,500 units per month to 3,000 

that is to say, a total of 36,000 in 1946, This production will represent one 
quarter of French capacity, whe limitation being want of tyres, in spite of the fact 
that the French expect to obtain allocations of synthetic rubber. end of crude rubber 
from Indo-China which will enable them to work their tyre production to full 
capacity, it being assumed that they will overcome current difficulties regarding 

the textile fabric, At present they are working on the synthetic materials turned 
over to them by the U.S, Army, together with 16% of crude rubber, Their target is 
mounting and will continue to do so in proportion to the increased percentage of 
crude rubber of which they are able to dispose; for if they are able to work on 

50% synthetic and 50% crude their production will be 20% increased, while if they can 
work entirely on crude, production will be 30% increased, In. this connection it has 
been mentioned to a representative of the Embassy that whereas up to the 1st July the 
French had received allocations of new British tyres against their colonial require- 
ments, as from that date these allocations tere stopped, They poirt out that if the 
allocations could be renewed this would lessen the strain on French domestic pro= 
duction and thus speed up the rehabilitation of their road transport, 


It shoyld be mentioned that the aoe are not anxious to procure surplus 
military vehicles except on very favourable terms, since they consider these 
unsui table rg normal civil requirements, 


(c) Tndana Waterway Transport. 


In 1939 the Inland Vaterways of France disposed of 12,640 barges bias 2 500 
of which were laid up) including 1,200 foreign craft, mostly Belgian, The total 
tonnage amountéd to 4,815,000, Tugs employed. rumbered 425 (175,000 h,p. ) while 
1,200 tractors were used on 3,610 kilometres of canal bank, ~ In 1938 this equipment 

carried 45,018,000 tons of goods STR of which was solid fue) for an average 
distance oF 183 kilometres. 


Navigation came to a standstill at eee but such progress had rm . 
with restoration of the’ meter eae by early in 1945 that navigation became possible ~~ 
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with very few exceptions. On the 15th June, 1945, only 594 kilometres remained € 
be opened, in addition to 25 installations to be repaired on other sectors. 


When Liberation came only 5,300 craft (47% of the 1939 tetal) remained, and the 
number of tugs was reduced to 200. It is estimated that the equipment now avail- 
able is capable of carrying about twenty million tons of goods per annum; and given 
further repairs to the waterways the figure might be increased to twentyfive million 
tons, about half the 1938 tonnage. 


(ad) Rail Transport. 


The figures in the attached graph (annex 2) conccorning the rail transport 
situation afford insight into both thedegree of rehabilitation achieved and the 
extent to which equipment still falls short of pre-war standards. From the pre-war 
stock of 18,000 locomotives, 30,000 passenger coaches and 450,000 goods wagons, 
thousands were taken away by the Germans. Of those left, only 3,000 locomotives, 
6,000 passenger vehicles and 100,000 goods wagons were found to be in any way 
serviceable at the time of Liberation. An inventory of 7th September, 194.5, showed 
2,157 French locomotives in Germany and 13,584 in France, of which 5,356 were 
immobilised for 7. Of the 13,584, I, 202 were steam passenger engines, 6,648 
steam goods engines, 1,990 steam shunting engines and /4. electric engines. During 
the week 8th to 14th September the locomotives in working order numbered 7,558 steam 
(including 585 Allied) and 562 electric. 


The French have ordered 700 locomotives from the U.S.A. which are now beginning 

to arrive. Delivery should be completed early in 1946. They hope to procure a 
further lot of about 700 locomotives from the U.S.A., including some 30 to 100 
Diesel locomotives. French production, which was at 600 units per annum in 1938, 
is to be used to its full capacity; ‘but is unlikely to exceed 300 in 1946. The 
French also hope to recover about 200 units from Germany. It is improbable that 
any further locomotives will be imported after completion of the orders mentioned 
above, 


As regards wagons, in the second week of September, 194.5, there were 25,000 
available, of which 42,000 in bad condition and 78,000 foreign. Against the large 
deficit - | | 

38,000 are to be ordered, in the U.S.A. 


21,000 are to be built in France from imported components. 
11,000 have already been ordered in France 


10,000 have been ordered from the U.K., of which 3,000 
have already been received 


10,000 more are under consideration, some of which would 
come from Belgium; 


making a total of - 90, 000. 


In addition the French) are hoping that something approaching 100,000 may be 
recovered from Germany. They are naturally aiming at keeping French production at 
the level which can reasonably be expected of it, which appears to be some 20,000 

wagons per annum, | 


At the present low level of industrial activity, all essential civil traffic 
requirements (which have so far not surpassed one third of what they were before the 
war) are being satisfied as far as rail movements are concerned. In addition, the 
French have been able to cope so far with the increasing flow of imports, largely as 
a result of the progressive reduction in Allied military traffic which, after 
representing between 4) and 51% of the total wagon loadings from October, 194d, to 
April, 1945, has now fallen to 15% of the total and is still. decreasing. (It is 
estimated that this includes 10% in respect of redeployment, which is expected to 
continue, though at a decreasing rate, throughout the ‘Winter, ) 


On the other hand, the imported raw materials, which have so far been finding 
their way to the factories and have there been immobilised for lack of coal, are now 
beginning to reappear as finished articles calling for distribution. " Moreover, 

the next few months the transport of the beet and potato crops will cause an 
additional load. it is estimated that these movements, together with those of COR, | 
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strain the rail transport facilities to the limit, fully absorbing (a) the 20% 
ase in wagon loadings anticipated by the end of the year, owing to repairs to 
wagons and to bridges and marshalling yards which will shorten the journeys and thus 
the average turnround per wagon, and (b) the 1,200,000 tons increase in the monthly 
rail capacity which will result from. the import of 30,000 wagons and of 700 locomo- 
tives to be carried out before next spring. Thus, as said above, inland clearance 
will be the effective limitation of imports during the first semester of 19,6. 


(e) The Merchant Marine. 


(i) Pre-Liberation figures., The French’Merchant Navy was never large enough 
to meet French requirements. In 1901 it was the third Merchant Navy in the 
world; in 1939 it was the eighth. 


Moreover it was one of the last modern afloat. It included only 13 per ) 
cent. of vessels-of less than five years old and only 12 per cent. of the total 
ae was motor driven. 


tee t before the war the total tonnage was composed of 880,000 tons 
of liners, 1,737,000 tons of cargo and mixed passenger/cargo vessels, 400,000 
tons: of tankers and 87,000 tons of special vessels and banana vessels. 


This fleet, which was too small and too old, was to suffer more heavily in 
this war than in that of 1914. to 1918. By Dunkirk 280,000 tons had been lost. 
The losses were still heavier both in that part of the fleet used by the Germans 
and in that which rallied to the Allicd causc, To these losscs were added those 
caused by sabotage in Marseilles and the South-Eastern ports. 


At the ist August, 1944, the French commercial fleet consisted of 228 . 
vessels of a total of 849,110 GRT. At the 15th May, 1945, it consisted of 257 
vessels of a: total of 970,321 GRIT 


(41) Purchase and chartering of existing vessels. 


(2) U.K, Since the 15th ay, 1945, the Fronch have ‘purchased and 
reccived delivery of 8 British "Empire" vessels = 


of a total of 52,477 GRIT. 


This purchase included additionally 2 vessels which are at present under — 
construction, totalling together - 


17,000 GRT. 


One of these is to be delivered in November and the other at the beginning 
of 194.6. | | 


Additionally a second series of 10 "Empire" vessels has been purchased 
and is now in course of delivery, totalling 


™ 


58,000 GRT. 


~ (b) UeSeAe The French have also received on bare boat diimtne from 
the U.S.A. 13 Liberty ships, totalling - 


88 , 152, GR. 


(441). Salvage | 
-- Recoveries in French and foreign ports have anee to the xbove. 


105,000 GRT. 


most of which, iii secuire repairs. There are probably something like 
one-third of these already in services ue 


(1) Total fleet to-day (including under + repair) 


The grand total reached by adding the purchased “smpire™ isapala, “the 
chartered Liberty — and the recovered si Datel vessels to the availabilities 
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shown above as at the 15th May, 1945, is about - | ® 
2,140,000 GRT. 
(v) Reconstruction plans. 


The total programme for the reconstitution of the commercial fleet includes 


(4) the construction in France of about 1,000,000 GRT during the five coming 
years | , 


(2) purchase abroad during the same period of 500,000/750,000 GRT, 


(3) the procurement by charter or purchase from abroad of "transition" vessels 
totalling 500,000 GRT at least, in order to meet the more immediate needs 
while the better class vessels are be'‘ing built. 


Of the above, a first lot of 350,000 tons of merchant vessels and 254,000 
tons of fishing vessels is planned to be laid down in 1945/46. The completion 
will take place during 1946, 1947 and 1948. 


Negctiations have, it is believed, been concluded in the U.K. for the 
construction of 24 vessels of various kinds totalling 53,500 GRI, while the pur- 


chase of 4. further vessels totalling 68,450 tons is understood to be under 
negotiation. 


The French are also hoping to have vessels constructed for them in Denmark 
and Sweden. The question of orders to be placed in Canada and the U.S.A. will 
depend upon the financial arrangements than can be made, 


(vi) Subsidies to Merchant Shipping 


The Merchant Marine budget for 1945 includes Frs. 43,000,000 for the Credit 
Maritime, the fund set up in 1928 to assist French shipowmers to meet the high 
interest charges on funds borrowed for the construction of ships. it is, in 
fact, a subsidy on ship construction and the amount now included represents 
payments due in respect of vessels constructed up to 1940, when the scheme 
lapsed. There is also a nominal figure of Frs. 300,000 for assistance to 
former shipowners under the Tasso law which provided a daily subsidy to ship- 
owners to compensate variations in freight rates. Most of this subsidy is 
inoperative for the time being because of the requisition of all ships by the 
State. A further subsidy is the Frs. 362,062,000 paid to French shipping com- 
panies for postal scrvice, The budget contains an item "funds for the renewal 
of State vessels", but the amount is not fixed since it is impossible to know 
what the cost will be. Similarly the item for purchase, building and repairs 
is maintained without a figure in order to allow the eventual carry-over of 
credits destined for the purchase of ships from abroad. 


Frse 100,000,000 are proposed for re-floating and putting back into service 
all Messageries Maritimes vessels, in accordance with the contract between the 
Conpany and the State, by which the State guarantees the Company against war 
risks. The ordinary allowance under the contract was, however, inadequate to 
carry the heavy cost of this work and a new heading is inserted in the budget. 
It is anticipated that four vessels will be restored to service in 195. 


It will be seen that the French authorities provide for the grant of sub- 
sidies to French Shipping Companies and are already building up the funds { 
received for the reconstruction plans described above. — 


(vii) French position under UMA. 


| The French joined the United Maritime Authority (UMA) on the 15th March, 
1945, and on the 26th April, 1945, Joined the U.K, UeSA., the Netherlands and 
Norway on the United Maritime Executive Board (UMEB). Under the UMA = 
ments the French have re-assumed control of their entire merchant fleet (this 
excludes hospital ships and troopers) which they can now use solely for the 
satisfaction of their own needs. 


Moreover as members of UMEB the French participate in the control of the 
total United Nations tonnage and by this means are able to obtain the assistance 
as required from vessels other than their own to carry out their import progremme, 


It is, of course, almost impossible to fix the actual carrying capacity ofa 
merchant fleet, since this obviously depends upon the turnround per voyage, buta 
French source has estimated the capacity of the French fleet at 3,000,000 tons 

annually, excluding peOe1. As the French will probably hope to Smport during 
194.6 some 20,000,000 tons of civil cargo (excluding peoe1.) it is obvious that 
ae, have to request the assistance of UMA for the greater part of their 
| Se | | 


It is worth noting that at present all ships under the French flag have 
been requisitioned by the State and that the Minister of Public Works and Trans- 
port said in the Consultative Assembly in March last that it was the intention 
of the Provisional government to refloat not companies but ships. | 
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VIII - RECONSTRUCTION AND HOUSING 


The damage done to houses and agricultural land, apart from damage to 
industrial installations, and progress in the clearing of areas, in the repair and 
building of houses, the clearing of mines and so forth, is an important factor in 
the situatione M,. Dautry, Minister of Reconstruction. and Housing, has estimated 
1,800,000 houses partially or totally destroyed, 370,000 hectares of agricultural 
land out of cultivation through mines and 100 million mines to be cleared. In 
addition there remains an enormous problem of rehousing those who have lost their 
homes ,' ‘oF providing shelter for those engeged, on various: jobs and of clearance of 
debris} The Minister likewise. estimated, early this. year,-that the work would. 
involve an expenditure of Frse 200 milliards over a period of 10vears,. involving 
500° million man hours. lebour on clearance, 10,000 million on rebuilding and 600 
million on mine=clearing. Materials needed were stated to be = 


mea ler? Slates — 4,500,000 tons. 
Tiles ° 3,500,000 tons. 
Cement. : 4,000,000 tonse 
hs a aa 8,000,000 toris. es ie 
Bricks 50,000,000 bricks ae 
Tinber 15,000,000 cubic metres: | 
Glass | } 20,000,000 sade meties 


t 


Special teams for mine clearance have been established and, despite delay in 
obtaining mine-detectors (of which 1 »500 were available in July as against non in 
March and an estimate of 1,,600. in. Ootober)-;- - some" 485,000 hectares havé been cleared 
of mines, and it is expected to complete the work next yeare Three quarters of 
the. ruined areas ‘have been cleared anid thé remainder will be cleared during the 
early part of next yeare Of the +,361,000 houses partially destroyed, 200,000 | 
have been fully repaired and 300, 000° given temporary repairs, but no rebuilding ¢ of 
totally destroyed houses has been possible for lack of materials. 


Provision ‘of témporary huts for the homeless and for workers engaged on 
clearance and Yeconstruction has been given high priority, and imports of ie 
prefabrica ted ‘huts have taken place » although it is hoped further imports will : not 
be necessary next years. Over one million and a half square metres of huts have 
been erected, 1though there have been difficulties over pipes for water supply, 
glass etc. Other figures of progress under this heading quoted by M.Dautry are 
50,000 square metres of planking laid and, 60, O00 square metres of agricultural 
storage space constructed. : 
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IX = LABOUR QUESTIONS 


(a) Employment 


There is no official scheme of insurance against unemployment in France, but 
small public assistance grants are made to registered uhemployed workpeople. In 
consequence few able bodied unemployed register at the employment exchanges; the 
latest figures show no more than 13,000. There are certainly more tian 13,000 
people out of work in the country, and there is also mich under=-employment in 
many industries. Employers are retaining their skilled workmen, of whom there is 
a shortage, even when they cannot keep them fully employed, in the hope that 
business will soon improvee On the other hand, labouring work is available in 
agriculture and reconstruction (ports, ‘roads, debris clearance, etce). It has . 
to be remembered that the black market and its fringes provide an easy living for 
some people who might otherwise be in regular work, 


There exists, therefore, the somewhat paradoxical situation of an official 
shortage of labour at a time when industry is producing at far below its capacity. 
later on, when coal and raw materials become available in greater quantities, 
France will necd many more workers both for industry and for reconstructione More 
than 300,000 prisoners of war are already working in Agriculture, mining, public 
works, etCe, and this figure is to be increased in July, 1946, to 1$ millions Sy of 
whom nearly 15 millions will be employed on reconstruction (4noluding industries 
producing building materials). The Government is anxious to reswne immisration 
and has promised to publish the outlines of a new scheme before the end of the 
present years 


(b) Attitude of Lebour towards limployers and the Government — 


There has been a great revival of trade unionism in France since Liberation; 
the two industrial labour confederations, the C.GeT. and the C.F.T.C. (Catholic 
trade unions) now claim 5s million and 1 million members respectively. On the 
other hand, the employers’ associations have not yet been revivede The period 
since liberation has witnessed a swing to the left in politics, accompanied by 
demands for nationalisation, a share of management in industiv7, etce There was 
en outcry for the purging of collaborators (any employer who hed worked for the 
Germans, Whatever the circumstances, was regarded as a collaborator) ; and con= 
sequently, up to the present, there has been no sign of a revival of emplovers' 
associations, although their reappearance would not be entirely unwelcome to the 
labour confederationse 


Towards the Provisional Government the attitude of the Labour confederations » 
has been one of full co-operation in the economic reconstruction of the countrye. 
They mist be careful not to lay themselves open to the charge thet failure to 
get industry back into production or the rebuilding programme started was due to 
their obstructive tacticse 


(c) Measures to relieve the labour shortege 


The French Government have arranged to receive 1,750,000 German prisoners of 
war by ist July, 191.6, mainly to assist with the reconstruction programme. This 
labour force will be allocated as follows:- 


Reconstruction and demining 1 y4,00, 000 
Agriculture 150,000 
Forestry 80,000 
Mines 50, 000 
Pit props | 25,000 
Electrical industries 20, 000 
Electricity Schemes 45,000 
Various 10,000 


1, 750,000 
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: On September 15th, 400,000 of this number were workinge Of the balance 
of 300,000 in the depots, 200,000 were said to be unfit tor work and 100, 000 
awaiting allocations 


The transfer of German prisoners of war has recently been suspended by the 
American Army Authorities following the receipt of a report from the International 
Red Cross that conditions in certain French camps containing German prisoners of 
War are not satisfactory | It is allegéd that prisoners who are not allocatéd to 
industry remain in the camps on a daily food ration barely sufficient to keep them 
alive and are short of clothing and beddinge This incident has aroused: much; 
comment in the newspapers, and has stirred public opinione The French Government 
have taken steps to increase the food ration in the camps and are arranging for 
collections of clothing and bedding to be made in the French zone of occupied 
Germanye “It has been agreed that the 200,000 unfit men shall be returned to the 
American authorities. 


In addition the Government has dewided to revive its policy of immigration 
to offset the decline in the population owing to. the low birth rate. it is 
proposed to admit 1,250,000 foreigners over a period of 10 years, and in addition 
to suppressing certain pre-war restrictions, the new policy offers immigrants 
improved facilities for becoming naturalised. 


X FINANCIAL POLICY ® ’ 


(a) et Exp nditure. The estimated budget expenditure for 194.5 is fixed 
at asproxinate y 400 | iards, of which it is estimated Beara 1.6/4 wilt be covered 
by taxese- , 


To help meet the deficit the Minister of Finance has taken thé following 
measures to increase the State income:~= 


; (4) ‘Confiscation of illicit. profits gained during the ee 
(9) r Increase of sales tax on luxury and semi~luxury articles. 


vag (3) Measures. to tighten up the laws concerning bearer securities to combat 
_ ., tax, evasion; also an agreement with the Principality of Monaco and other 
countries. with a view to making tax evasion more difficult. 


(1) ‘Exchange of the whole currency note issue for new notes, the profit from 
which was credited to the Tresor. 


| (5) A capital. tax and a tax on wealth acquired between 1st January, 1940 and 
Lth Juney 191.56.” 


it is not possibile to estimate with accuracy the income enticipeted from these 
measures; but it will undoubtedly serve to tide over the next few budgets, as the 
Lillicit Profit confiscation and the tax on capital are payable over a period of 
yearss The Minister of i‘inance is criticised in some quarters concerning the 
Capital tax and the tax on wealth accrued, as these taxes are a drain on the 


nation's wealth and therefore will tend to decrease the amount of tax income for 
the futures 


(b) Bank Note Circulation. The note circulation of the Bank of i‘rance on 
17th August, 19395 was 123,135 millions; on 13th July, 19l,, 584,820 millionse 
The peak was reached in October; 19445 at 632 milliardse Immediately after the 
exchange of notes in June, 1945, the figure was JJ, milliards, and the latest 
statement of the Bangue de France (6th September, 491,5) gives it at 4.7/9 milliardse 


Lhe profit gained from the exchenge of notes was credited to the current 
account of the Tresor at the Banque de France, and the successive monthly increases 
in the note circulation since that time have been aGcompanied by a decrease of 
approximately the same amount in the balance of this accounte 


(c) W ages and Pricese Throughout the year, apart from the problems involved 
in the organisation of food supplies, the rebuilding of the transport system and 
the restarting of industry, the french authorities have had to pre-occupy them 
selves with the inflationary situation which arose from the payment of the costs 
of the German occupation, the resulting expansion of the note issue, end the grave 
shortage of consumer goods of all kindse Wages had been kept low in most industries 
under German pressure and relative levels as between different industries drasti-~ 
cally altered. The position was not eased by the decision, taken inmediately after 
the liberation, to increase wages generally by 50/0 as a rough measure of justice to 
workers; prices were not increased and the increase was therefore not reflected in 
the price level = or at least not in the official price level. 


‘To cope with this the Government had the choice of two alternatives; one was 
to apply a drastic measure of deflation by exchange of notes with blocking of a 
part of those presented, thus bringing the note issue to some nearer relation with 
the volume of goods available, limiting expenditure at the same time; the other, 
to trust to the recovery of industrial production while absorbing excess currency 
by means of loans, taxation of illicit profits, etce Whether the first would have 
succeeded is perhaps doubtful; but in any case the second and less drastic solution 
was preferred, although the exchanges of notes, but without blocking, was subsequently 
carried oute The policy adopted cannot be said to have met with complete success, 
although circumstances, such as the delay in restarting industrial production owing 
to late arrival of raw materials, to difficulties over coal, and also to the partial 
failure of the harvest, through adverse — are largely responsible. 


The policy adopted was, broadly, to Puan prices and wages aS near as 
possible at post-liberation levels; to mop up loose money by loens and special 
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©.....: to maRe the consumer’ bear as much as he could of actual costs by the | 
elimination of budget popeiaien) and to trust to reviving industrial production’. - 
for the reste * | 


A nunber, of purely fiscal measures have been taken in execution of this policy, 
the first of which was the issue of an important Liberation loan which did not 
perhaps meet with all the success hoped for. Severe taxation of illicit profits | 
has been imposed and legislation imposing a capital levy payable over 4. years has 
been adopted. The exchange of notes was finally carried out on a note for note 
basis, and resulted in a profit to the State of some 4), milliards from unredeemed 
notese. The note circulation was by this measure reduced to 44 milliards. 
Holders of notes were encouraged to pay them into. barks before the actual exchange 
by the limitation on the amount which. could. be exchanged over the counter. This 
money, however, is now showing signs of emerging again and the note circulation 
is increasing, whether,in consequence of rising prices or of increased industrial © 
activity it.is too early to say. 


After the posteliberation increase already referred to, which brought them 
to something over twice the level of September, 1938, wages were not again increased 
until March, when it wes decided to try to correct some of the anomalies as between 
different trades end to introduce some uniformity into the general wage structure. 
wnat had begun, however, as a reform of the price structure became under pressure 
from the Trade Unions an all-round increase of from 30 - 40%, and wages are now 
admitted to be from 275 to 350 per cent of the 1938 level. Monsieur Parodi, 
Minister of Labour, has declared that no further increases can be permitted for a 
long times; but there are already complaints that wages are being outdistanced by 
the cost of living owing to recent price increases. It is unfortunate that in 
calculating wages account is too often taken, not of the official prices of the 
goods the worker buys, but of prices on the black mrket - admittedly often the 
only source of supply. 


The original increase in wages of.last September was not eccompanied by a 
corresponding rise in prices, since its whole purpose wes to improve the position 
of the workere The. extra cost therefore fell on the manufacturer, and reference 

is made elsewhere to the effect on his financial positione Some increases were 
permitted in agricultural prices, but they were on the whole limited. No recent 
index of wholesale prices has yet been published, but the official fisures from 
September, 19., to March of this — are as follows - 


id 7 


1936 = 100. Food Products Industrial Products General Index 
September 192, pe 276 231 25k. 
December 278 239 259 
January, 1915 278 ae 260 
February 290 eo 268 
March 7 291 : | 21,7 269 


_ April, however, manufacturers were granted all-round increases in. 
industrial prices to compensate the increased costs resulting from the wage adjust~- 
ments of Marche Unofficial estinates of the wholesale price index (base 1938 = — 
100) for July geve the figure of 380. <A number of increases in agricultural prices 
have since been authorised in the hope of tempting supplies on the market. 


The following ‘table shows some of the increases in prices approved since 
March of this year, as presented in a recent Trade Union report:= 


March September % increase 
Bread (loaf) : le 9O —— feh0 50 
Meat Kilo 70 ms 97 36 
Butter Kilo 103 165 56 
Milk Litre ‘5.60 8 2 
Wine Litre eee ee (9090: > ee cee ear 78 


Against these increases. mst be set a reduction of 25 francs the. Kilo on the | 
ocho of butter as from ist Octobere : 
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Gas and electricity have also increased by 67/2 and 55% respectively. «No 
official cost of living figure is published, but: unofficial estimates on the basis 
ee 1938 = 100 are August, 1911. = 265, and September, 1945 = 595. 


Subsidies to production were originally rejected by Monsieur Pleven, whose 
aim was: to lighten the budget as far as possible and to mop up loose money by 
making the consumer pay the full cost of production. With this aim, he abolished 
the bread subsidy earlier this year and reduced the subsidy to coal productions - 
The partial failure of the harvest, however,. on top of the already depressed state 
of agriculture, has recently compelled the Govérnment to decide on further in- 
creases in the return to the.agriculturaliste Rather than risk its whole price 
policy by passing on to the consumer, by way of higher prices, the increased 
rewards to the grower, it has decided to grant special subsidies to agriculture 
for a limited period, on the ground that the necessity is due to the reduced level 
of production resulting from war damages A total of 22 milliards has been granted 
for this purpose, made up as follows; for the period ist September, 1945, to 
1st September, 191,.6:- 


Milk | Frse 1,500,000,000 (to April 1926) 
Butter ) " —_ 4,000,000,000 
Sugar 320,000,000 
Wine 2, 500,000,000 
Meat 8,000,000 ,000 
Bread : 9,000,000, 000 - 


This latest departure, disguised as it may be, from the strict doctrine of 
stable prices has aroused some concern that France is fast entering into a vicious 
circle of prices and wages leading to uncontrolled infletione The fear is 
probably exaggerated, provided industrial production is not further handicapped; 
but the risk is undoubtedly present. It is probably true that events and not the 
Government are principally to blame for the failure to stabilise prices and wages; 
but it cannot be concealed that the policy has, so far, had only a partial success 
and that the Governnent's purpose is likely to be strained somewhat severely in 
the coming monthse Ministers speak nopefully of an improvement in industry, and 
the fact of some modest progress is undeniable; it is not yet certain, however, 
that it will enable them to withstand further demands for increased wages and 
pricese On the other hand, the National Economic Council was reported recently 
to have considered that production had so far improved as to justify a reconsidera= 
tion of profit and margins and distribution costs, now spread over a large volume 
of material, as a means of increasing workers' purchasing powere 
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(a) Value of the Franc 


The rate of 200 francs to the £ fixed by the. French authorities in consulta- 
tion with the ‘Allies to take effect on 6th July, 1944, reflects a higher rate for 
the franc than it seems. possible to justify. When fixing this rate. the authori- 
ties were prompted by a desire to limit the spending power of the armies invading 
France, for the twofold purpose of obviating an inflation of prices and to dis=- 

- courage the troops from buying goods away from the French population. 


This measure was successful as far as the troops were concerned; but 
immediately after the invasion the French authorities began to raise wages and this 
placed increased spending power in the hands of their own people with the result 
that, combined with the lack of merchandise, prices soared to false levels. 


There have been several rises im wages since, and now that the Government 
has fixed wages at approximately 3 times pre-war level, French interior prices are. 
such that, with the franc at 200, it has become impossible for foreign countries 
to purchase in the French market. | | 


With France's urgent need of imports of food and materials for reconstruction 
. and her.inability to export her surplus raw materials with the franc at its  . 
3 present rate, measures have been taken to subsidise as. far as POREINAR certain 
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a as a means of deferring a change in the international value of the 
france 


With the enormous excess of imports over exports France has become a debtor 
to most*countries, and in many cases has practically reached the limit to which 
she can’ purchase on credit. It would appear, therefore, that the time is fast 
approaching when, ‘in order to obtain the things she needs, she will be forced to 
revalue. the franc to a point which will bring her interior prices into line with 
those of the countries from which she is making purchases, and thus enable her to affset 
to a certain extent her imports by increasing exports of such things as phosphates, 
perfumes, Wines, etce, and such articles as her reduced production capacity will 
enable her to manufacture. 


Foreign assets held abread by French nationals are considerable, and if 
mobilised would go a lone way towards solving the immediate situation; but it 
may be that the Provisional Government's hesitation to commandeer these assets at 
the present rate of exchanse -is prompted by political motivese 


XI = IMPORT PROGRAMMES 


(a) Pace of Imports 


Imports received and.cleared havc, as can be seen from the chart at page 63 
until fairly recently represented only a trickle in comparison-with pre-war imports, | 
It has been a growing trickle, however, as is: show by the following figures of 
civil imports, ‘which do‘not include coal, P.O.L., nor the military target import 
programme, of which details are given elsewhere. Imports as thus defined were as 
foll ows:- : ) 


Prior to ist January 1945: nil. 


194.5: January 33,271 
February 63, 14,8 

March 160, 364 

April 231,115 

May 24.5, 265 

June 370,868 

July 520,478 

ugust 740,836 


Thus total for first semester 1945 (adjusted ) 1,163,261 and total to end 
bugust, 24.24.5575. 


During the remainder of 1945 the limitations imposed by procurement and 
st \pping considerations will restrict general cargo imports to sane 800,000 tons 
or month, in addition to 500,000/600,000 tons per month of coal (i.e., an average 
acoughput of overcea Imports, including coal, of a little over 40,000 tons per 
ADV jn 


(b) The "Monnet" or "Eight Months" Import Progremme. 


The imports so far effected and to be effected before the end of the year are 
ia implementation of (a2) on Eight Months' Programme known as the Monnet Programme 
and (b) a Second Semester programme, The former underwent many modificatios 
during the course of the first six months of 1945, but has now been consolidated 
‘nto its final form (covering 4,279,383 tons of general cargo, excluding coal and 
P.0,L.) which it is expected will be fully implemented by about 1st November, 1945. 
This programme was originally intended to cover the period fran 1st November, 1944, 
to 30th June, 1945, but no imports having been effected against it by the end 
of 194) it has been considered in fact as covering the first eight months of 1945, 
It will thus have been implemented with: threc months‘ delay. The chart at 
page 63 shows the implementation of the programme by broad categories of goods up 
to the end of September, Almost the only instance in which the target has been 
beaten is in the supply of industrial raw materials from the United Kingdom, 


It should be borne in mind that this programme, as is obvious fran the small 
total tonnage covered, could never claim to satisfy the minimm justifiable imports 
of the country, but merely represented what it was estimated the port and 
clearance facilities should be able to cope with alongside the military traffic 
during the period 1st November - 30th June, That deliveries fell short of the 


target on account of the shortage of shipping had all the more paralysing an effect 
on the life of France, 


(c) The 1945 Second Semester Programme, 


The Second Semester Programme was originally drawn up in March,. 1945, on two 
hypotheses: I, - War in Europe continuing, and, II. War in Europe ended, 
“yoothesis I provided for total imports, excluding coal and P,0.L., of 5,000,000 tons 
and hypothesis II of 8,000,000 tons. The programme, like the Monnet Programme, 
has been modified from day to day and is still in a state of flux, Hypothesis Il 
proved too high and the target as it now stands is about half way between the 
two hypotheses; but even that is at the present time undergoing revision on 
account of financial considerations affecting the U.S,A, and Canadian programmes, 
As has already been stated, however, it is possible to cstimate that imports up 
%o the end of the year, excluding always coal and P,O,L,, will average 800,000 tons 
‘per month, Assuming the Monnet programme completed by 1st November, the French 
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e.. thus be able to receive by the end of the year only 1,600,000 tons against 
their Second Semestcr Programme, i,e., about one quarter by tonnage of their 
target, in so far as this can be assessed with any accuracy, 


(a) Priorities in Imports for the Wintor. 


St 


Throughout the winter the main stress in imports will be laid on coal, with, 
next in importance, food, Of the 800,000 tons of gmeral cargo imports per month 
up to the end of the year it is thought that some 150,000 tms will cmsist of 
wheat and about 100° to 150,000 tons of phosphate rock and pyrites, The flow of 
other raw materials will be maintained and increased as far as possible and will 
include in particular about 100,000 tons of iron and steel, of which sanc*scmi- 
finished articles, At the time of writing the French are showing anxiety about 
delay in securing a stecl allocation for tho second somester from the United 
Kingdom as requested of the Ministry of Supply. The import of finished goods will 
be restricted to the minimm and will cover chiefly transport equipmont, such as 
locomotives and wagons, As a general rule no consumer goods will be imported in 
their finished fom, 


(e) First Semester, 1946. Impact of Financial Considerations 


Financial considerations will continue from now on to impose isnportant 
limitations on imports, It is not likely, however, that the financial difficultics 
Will cause a change in the total tonnage imported up to the end of the first 
semester, 1946, since expensive goods, in particular finished and semi-finished, 
will, where possible, be cut out of the import programme and replaced by cheaper 
goods, in particular raw materials, up to the ceiling imposed by clearance 
facilities. At a rough estimate-it is now thought that it will thus be possible to 
import oversea and overland during the first semester of 194.6 between 15,000,000 
and 18,000,000 tons of civil cargo including 8,000,000 tons of coal, 2,000,000 tons 
of food, 1,000,000 tons of products for agriculture and 1,000,000 tons of 
fertilisers including 600,000 tons of phosphate rock, The overland imports will 
consist mostly of coal and timber and will probably amount to about one-third of 
the total, say 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 toms, If the higher figure of 18,000,000 
were achieved, maritime imports would thus be at something approaching the rate 
of 2,000,000 tons per month, which is aporoximately the pre-war figure. The 
lower figure of 15,000,000 tons appears more probable however, This would call 
for maritime imports at the rate of about 1,500,000 tons per month which represents 
an increase of 50/ on the September imports, 
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XII = THE RECOVERY OF FRANCE'S EXTERNAL TRADE 


(a) Imports 


Comment has already been made on the progress of the import programme of 
materials for reconstruction. Table Aon page 72 contains figures of imports | 
and exports by quantity and value for the first eight months of 1945, with figures 
for the same period of 19. and for the twelve months of 1938 for comparison. It 
will be seen that the major part of the importations consists of raw materials for 
industry, and that manufactured goods represent only slightly over one seventh of 
the value of total imports. The share of the Colonial Empire, which in 1938 was 
nearly a quarter of total imports by value, is now about one fifth, and consists 
primarily of foodstuffs and fertilisers. As will be seen from the detailed table 
of imports for the first seven months of 1915 (Annex 1, page 73) the U.S.A. and 
Canada are the principal suppliers with 773,66) tons, as against 299,27 from the . 
UeK. and 415,590 tons from the French Empire. The U.K. is necessarily only‘a 
small supplier of raw materials and foodstuffs; but as the immediate needs in raw 
materials for restarting industry are met and imports of capital goods for 
reconstruction (to which it seems probable that imports will for some time be 
largely restricted) begin to take place, the U.K. may hope to improve its positione 
Other countries are not at present important suppliers, but Table B shows that 
goods are being obtained from Egypt ce tangent Sicily (sulphur), Turkey (dried 
fruits, nuts and tobacco), Portugal (rice and pyrites) and Spain (pyrites). 


(b) Exports 


Detailed figures of exports are not available, but Table A gives details of 
total exports in the first 8 months of 194) and 194.5 and in the twelve months of 
19386 It will be seen that the total value of exports in 191.5 was Frsel.,690 
millions of which almost one half went to the French Empire. Exports consisted 
principally of foodstuffs (which would include wines and liqueurs) and manufactured 
items, presumably luxury and semi=luxury goods, since the condition of French 
industry is such that, with the exception of certain raw materials, ¢ege, iron ore, 
bauxite, resin, tartrates, there is little else to export. Obviously, purchasing 
power for them is at present limited. The balance of payments on merchandise 
account, therefore, inevitably shows a heavy deficit, amounting to Frs12,388 
million up to the end of August; and this is likely to increase still further 
during the coming months, inasimch as the rate of arrival of goods for the recon= 
struction programme is still increasing. The prospect of an increasingly adverse 
balance of payments is naturally a matter of great concern to the French Authorities, 
who have not only lost some of the resources with which they were able, in pre-war 
years, to cover the considerable pre-war deficit (155.74. million francs in 1938), 
but also now find themselves confronted with heavy expenditure on imports for re=- 
construction purposese 


The revival of French exports is therefore of the greatest importance to 
French economy and special measures have been taken to this ende An Export Trade 
Committee has been established to advise on measures to assist exports and also to 
help in such matters as supply of raw materials, transport facilities, etce, while 
exports have been exempted from certain taxes levied on internal salese Special 
facilities for the supply of raw material and coal for exports yielding a high 
return have been arranged; and the August export programme was drawn up with the 
aim of obtaining the maximm amounts of foreign exchange per ton of coal allocatede 
For instance, the following goods are expected to yield the amounts of foreign 
exchange indicated in francsper ton of coal consumed in their manufacture:- 


Furs (rabbit coats) 600,000 frse 
Perfumery | 292,000 
Clothing (fashions) 220,000 
Artistic 187,000 
Tulle, embroidery, lace 260, 000 
Hosiery, etce 250,000 
Thread for Angora textile | 280, 000 
Textiles for furniture 14.0, 000 
In comparison mechanical goods bring in only 41,800 
Electrical goods 43,168 
and optical and precision instruments — 97, 000 


It is known also that in special cases the French are considering the export of 
goods in short supply inside France but of particular importance for export from 
the long term point of view. . sia $ | 
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There are, however, two serious difficulties, thé high prices of French : ’ 
exports on account of the over-valuation of the franc, and the fact that oh ae 
the only goods which France can export in quantity are of the luxury or semi~luxury 
Class, is@e, perfumes, wines, articles de Paris, etc. It is clear that the French 
pin mich of their faith to an immediate revival of exports of this class of article 
and they are devoting much effort to publicity eeg. by fashion exhibitions abroad. 
The U.K. has made certain purchases in France, eeg., resin, and has taken an 
important quantity of wine and brandy as a special concessionj; but in general, on 
account of her foreign exchange position, she is unable to buy the only goods which 
France can sparee Moreover even these goods-which the UeK. would be willing to 
buy are too high in price. . It is understood, however, that some loosening of | 
the purse strings for this purpose is contemplated. 


The price difficulty also impedes exports to other countries and notably to 
the UeSeA. which would willingly take French luxury goods. The existence of price 
ceilings there has however, so far prevented the sale of any appreciable quantities 
of French exports. : 


A similar difficulty created by the rate of exchange and the present high 
costs of production inside France handicaps exports to other countries, even in the 
absence of price ceilings, and the French authorities have been forced to have 
recourse to a system of subsidiese Subsidies to exports may be granted when the 
price of the articles in question is above the world price and when the export is 
made within the framework of a trade agreement. Funds are obtained from the 
proceeds of the Perequation Tax, which permits the levy of a subsidy on imported 
goods to equate their price approximately with the price of similar goods made in 
Francee It seems doubtful, whether, in view of the present high cost of production, 
and unless the French authorities are prepared to grant really heavy subsidies, the 
application of this system will have any practical results. | 


—(e) Perequation 


Perequation Tax as such applies only to imports handled through private trade; 
but a similar levy is in fact imposed on imports through Government channels, 
inasmich as the prices at which they are re-sold by the Import-Export organisation | 
are based not on their cost but on the internal vrice as determined by the price of 
Similar Frerich manufacturese The theory behind the epplication of the tax is that, 
owing to the artificial rate of exchange, the landed price of foreign manufactures 
is, through Governmental action, much lower than that of the French articles, 
whose cost of production is high, largely because of the limited scale of. productione 
As the imported article would inevitably be sold at about the same price as-the 
French article, the Government, so runs the agreement, should take for itself the 
profit thus created and use it to reduce the price abroad of i *rench exports, which 
in turn have been made more expensive by the artificial rate of exchange. it is 
also felt that with this system in force there should be less scope for. the black= 
marketing of imported articles.e Despite assurances that the system is not 
protectionist in intention,. there is little doubt that at least some sections 
regard it as a.means of giving further protection to the French manufacturer, 
already protected by the virtual existence of a quota system resulting from the 
operation of the import programme. In effect, prices inside France of American. 
Agricultural machinery and trucks imported by the French Government are reported to 
be twice the actual import pricee Apart from the protectionist effect of the 
system, which the French have declared to be only a temporery expedient and one 
which will not be allowed to create vested interests, the levelling up of. prices in 
this way necessarily bluts the competitive margins between foreign suppliers, 
whilst uncertainty in regard to price to the final buyer necessarily limits the 
placing of orderse Unfortunately, in the majority of cases, the price of resale 
by Impex, or, in the case of goods imported under private trade arrangements the 
amount of the tax, is determined only on or after importation, whilst in view of 
rising costs of production in France it is impossible to secure-firm prices from 
even French manufacturers , to serve as a basis for an estimate of sd the meee 
of the imported item is likely to Dee 


(a) Private Trade 


Some progress has been made ithe: the return to private aii! but so far only 
a limited field is covered by the concessions. By arrangement with HeM.Ge, | 
“~dsences may now be issued to private importers in France for the importation of — 
spare parts of meres ku seeds, breeding stack and manufactured articles: ofa. 
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ight less than 5 tons or than.£5,000 in value. _ They mst, however, be articles 
garded as essential ‘to French economy and comprised within the import- programme , 
whilst all types of machinery and tools, as well as certain other goods in short 
supply, are specifically reserved for government purchase. Similar arrangements 
have peer made recently with the U.S.A. and Canada. . 


. ener dampers for some cons ideretle time are likely to sdnedet principally 
of foodstuffs and raw materials for industry and plant and equipment for recon= 
struction; and it is unlikely that there will be much importation of consumer 
goods except those of a strictly essential character. The scope of operations 
through privete trade must in any case necessarily remain very limited so long as 
the conditions- of essentiality and inclusion in the import programme are maintained, 
unless the scope of. the arrangements can be enlarged to include machinery and other 
items not suitable for bulk ‘treatment. There is, as yet, no evidence that the 
French propose to- ‘take what would be the next and logical step in this connection; 
but in effect it is ailready possible for intending buyers who have secured per= 
mission. from the: authorities to install new plant, to correspond direct with 
foreign suppliers in regard to technical details, date of delivery, etc. -There 
is no doubt, however; that the earliest possible return to the greatest possible 
measure of private trade would be to the general advantage; and it is understood 
that this is favoured by responsible officials in the Ministry of National Economy. 
Whilst it may be able to handle the bulk purchase of raw material satisfactorily, 
the French Purchasing Mission in London, at least, has proved both’ slow and cumber= 
some in dealing with purchases of machinery ‘and plant, whilst there appears at 
times to be a tendency amongst those responsible for the purchasing of machinery 
and plant to look rather too much to the U.S. A return to private trade, therefore, 
would possibly.improve the position of the U.K. exporter in this market. It is 
understood that the principal difficulty in the way is that the French are not yet 
ready to reopen private trade with U.S.A. 


(e) ‘Trade Agreements 


Partly with the desire of tapping new sources of supply, partly in the 
interests of their export trade, partly because of a desire for prestige reasons to. 
reconstruct the fabric of their pre-war commercial relations, the French have made 
Trade Agreements with.a number of. countries and agreements with others are : 
projected. smn. agreement was signed in February with Belgium for the exchange of a 
number of miscellaneous food and industrial products; this was in addition to the 
earlier agreement of November, 1944, for the exchange of coke and iron .ore.. The 

February agreement has been extended for three months and negotiations are now in 
progress for its renewal on a wider basis. The iron-ore-coke agreement has not 
been particularly satisfactory; only very limited deliveries have in fact been 
made in both directions, owing, it is believed, to mtual jealousies’ between the 
steel industries of the two countries. It is reported that fresh negotiations are 
to cover an exchange of 150,000 tons of iron ore for 30,000 tons of oo » whereas 
the pre-war ratio was 1 ton coke for 8 tons of oree 


With Switzerland the French have a payments agreement negotiated in March in 
connection with the revision of the Swiss War Trade Agreemente it provides 
machinery for commercial exchanges. Under the agreement all transactions are 
conducted-in Swiss francse' It is understood that pruchases of paper and paper 
‘pulp and of certain:types of machinery have been small in Switzerland. A provisional 
arrangement for the exchange of foodstuffs-for potassium, fertilisers and seeds from 
France is also in operation and negotiations: for a.commercial agreement are 
projected, although they may be held up. temporarily by French dissatisfaction with | 
the Swiss attitude in regard to looted property: and to German assets in Switzerland. 


Commercial lal with Spea.in irae bean projected on a number of occasions” 
during the year, only to be pastponed because. of: political considerations. dn 
agreement has, however, recently been signed, after several weeks of negotiation, 
for the purchase by France of goods, chiefly foodstuffs and. textiles, to a value of 
500 million pesetas and for the supply to Spain.of .goods of a miscellaneous 
character, including phosphates and. machinery to a value of 200 million pesetas. 

The balance is to be made up in part by a loan from the Spanish authorities, repay- 
able in three years, and in part by the realisation of certain French holdings in 
Spanish utilities.: To avoid the awkward question of the franc-peseta rate all — 
dealings are to be in pesetas, It is interesting to note that, for political 

ree) the French authorities have gone. out of their a: %O ess that — is 
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not a new agreement but the result of discussions in the~mixed-commission set up | 
to watch over the working of the Franco-Spanish nai i of tan which is still in 
force. 


So far as the Scandinavian countries are concerned a trade and payments 
agreement was signed with Sweden in July anda commercial agreement with Denmark 
in September, whilst discussions with Finland are believed to have taken -placee 


.. The agreement with Sweden, which includes a clause regarding the application 
of perequation to French exports, is accompanied by a payments agreement fixing . 
the rate of exchange at Frse11-33 per Kroner, and providing for a maximum advance 
to the French at any time of Frs. 50 millions. Goods to be supplied under the 
agreement from Sweden are wood pulp for rayon and paper making, paper (notably 
newsprint), machinery: of various kinds (i,e. electrical apparatus, ball bearings, 
dairy machinery, agricultural tractors), prefabricated houses, matches and special 
studse In return France will supply perfumes, cut flowers, wines, spirits, cork, 
vegetable hair, colonial timber, phosphates, potash, dyestuffs and pharmaceutical 
products. - Exchanges with Denmark are to cover butter, meat and livestock from 
Denmark and phosphates and potash fron France. 


Attempts to negotiate dn agreement with Poland for the supply of coal have 
been made without, however, so far achieving any successe Commercial negotiations 
ard also believed to have taken: _— with Czecho=Slovakia. 


(f) Belgiun - Luxemburg = Holland Agreement for Economic Co-operation 


Little but discussion has so famapparently resulted from the agreement on 
economic co-operation signed earlier this year between France, Belgium, Luxemburg 
and Hollend, with the aim of providing mutual assistance from their respective 
surpluses during the period of reconstruction, and also of arriving at a common 
attitude on economic policy» The Committee has been established and has held 
several meetings and a special section in the MF.A. has been set up to deal with 
its activitiese it appears mainly to have devoted itself to short term questions 
and not to have attempted to formulate long term policy. it is indeed freely 
admitted by the French membership of the Committee that nothing particularly durable 
or important is likely to result from its deliberations so long as the U.K. is 
not a partye. french opinion indeed continues to be strongly in favour of the 
western "bloc", under whatever name it may be camouflaged — at least in so far 
as by that is meant closer economic relations with the U.Ke and most Frenchman, 
apparently not including General de Gaulle, are eager for something to be done 
about it quickly. 


(g) General Commercial Policy 


French commercial policy is at present dictated by considerations arising from 
reconstruction needs and no pronouncement has yet been made. in regard to’ such 
matters of policy as tariffs, quotas, etce Some elements, still important, would 
favour a more liberal trade policy than that of the pre-war years, which they see 
was in part responsible for the inadequacy and inefficiency of French industry, 
but it. is questjonable whether the French industrialist, who was. strongly 
: protectionist. before the war, has changed. his views. It is certain that the vast 
fabric of control organisatiéns, built ‘up largely during the Vichy era and continued 
with modification after the liberation, represents a force which, being ‘largely 
staffed by men from industry, is able to bring pressure to bear in favour of the 
exclusion of foreign productse The tendency towards a revival of protectionist 
feeling is strengthened by the present situation, in which, owing to transport and 
currency difficulties, the authorities are compelled to reduce imports and to use 
French products, however expensivee The application of perequation to imports, 
in order to provide funds for export subsidies necessitated by the artificial rate 
of exchange, also constitutes a protection for the French manufacturer which it 
will be difficult to break down once established. It is noticeable that the 
. French authorities are already thinking in terms of quotas for imports from parti~ 

cular countries and their import. programme tends to be based on that principle, . . 
rather than on that of free competition between all suppliers. At present, customs 
duties, except on a few, mainly revenue items, are suspended, and the way is there=- 
aore open for a general miata - but there can be no doubt that there is a strong 
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rotectionist sentiment, which is being still further strengthened by the present 
ecessary limitations on importse In default of some early move to bring France * 

into some arrangement for the liberalising of’ international trade this tendency may 
well become Supremes : 


Meanwhile, however, it is desirable that U.K. exporters should not, because of 
a fear that the French may revert to protectionism and the demand therefore be. only 
temporary, .hold-aloof.from the French. market in those cases whére they are invited 
to supply.. The adoption of any such policy could only. serve to strengthen the 
hand of the advocate of protection in:the interésts‘of self-sufficiency. 


Further evidence: that French thinking is réverting to pre-war arrangements 
is found in the fact that, although Indo-China, which is rather a special case, 
is to have tariff autonomy, and preferences between it and the metropolis: are to 
be abolished, the ‘system of ‘preferential arrangements between France and the rest 
of the Empire is being maintained. — 


There have been few indications of what the attitude of the present Provisional 
Government might be to proposals tending towards a general reduction of tariffs and 
the abolition of quotas and other restrictionse While there is, as has been said, 

a strong tendency on the part of some industrialists to seek protection, it is 
certain that there is a large body of opinion in France which has come to the con- 
clusion that: the French economy cannot stand alone; and they mst presumably 
realise that when seeking any kind of tie-up with other people they mst. be prepared 
for sacrifices: indeed, there. is mich talk of Customs Unions involving some re- 
duction of the French customs tariff. it is a fairly safe bet that the French 
Government would favour adhesion to some international body designed to regulate 
questions of commercial policy with some derogation of sovereignty if. a large 
enough number ‘of other nations:showed that they were ready to play the same gameée 

At present they are doubtful of the possibility; .and, if they can get away from 
their daily pre-occupations to think of the subject at all, they are probably 
considering how to protect their economy in a hostile world, with a tendency to 
favour collaboration with the Western Buropean Power's of which the United Kingdom 
and its Empire would be an indispensable unit. 


Depots. by value 2 Ubhotiserila, of sriingiay 


1338 - — 


Foodstuffs _ (A) 
Raw Materials B. 


Man' fa articles. .+.: 488, 000 - 


. Colonies 


4 3 (s seine) 


4 8 months 
. Total 


9,297,000. 12, a 000 
3,007,000 26,865,000 - 
6° 708,000 - 


A of which best a iy e. é : tap 
2,276,000 3,255,000 


Tropical Prdéducts 
B of which Coal, 


Coke, etc, 89,000 4,858,000 


21,522 1,076,134 2 s417 087,451. 
4825 2,608, 767 1 , 082, 328 10,536,998 .. 


4, 278 3,058, 407 : 310,775. 2,653, 629 
50,635 6,743,308 3,471,520 17,078,078 


32,334 514,693 
- eee = 


20,607 616,613 


970,452 


IMPORTS by weight (in metric tons) 


eae os 4938 (42.months)  1944-(8 months)  1945((8: months) 
Foodstuffs (a) — 5,851,566 154,563 304.5279 
Man' fda articles ,15647,855 © 129,108 218,718 
A Tropital Products 2,994. 3.» 781 
B Coal Coke, eta. 1,171,092 1,064,690 


EXPORTS ‘by value® (thousands of francs) 


of (12 months) 


1942, (8 months) | 


akin Total ; 


1,485,000° 4,393,000 
1,120,000 9,843,000 
5,786,000 16, 354,000 


Foodstuffs 
Raw Materials 
Man'fd articles 


194.5 (8 months) 


8,391,000 30,590, 000 


Colonics. Total Colonies Total 
- 5,004,120 472,229 1,363,869 
aay 3,808 , 065 152,697 758, 653 
7 15,521,719 1,665, 281 2,567,146 
~ 22,333,379 2,290,207 4,689,868 


-EXPORTS by weight (metric tons) 


1938 (12 moths) 


194 (8 months) 194.5 (8 months) 


Foodstuffs 1,1777950 557,275 129,067 
Raw Materials 23,092,213 5,804, 501 803,372 
Men'fd articles 2,713,401 416, 384. 412,134 


NOTE 


It will be observed that there are considerable discrepancies between the 


above figures and those quoted in the table on page 63. 


This has been discussed 


with the Customs who explain that IMPEX imported all sorts of goods, particularly 


up to March, which did not pass through the Customs, 


were submitted, on the protest of the Customs, but many months late, and not 


necessarily complete, so that sane goods imported, say in February, might not appear 
at all in the Customs returns, or only in September; 


fron the figures for the first 8 months. 


they would thus be missing 
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Declarations to correct this — 


Annex 1 


The following progress had been achieved in the period ist January~ 
1st September, 1945 in the processing of the imported textile raw materials:~ 


(i) Wool 51,500 tons greasy = 30,600 tons scoured ; 
in course of transport and 
RA eel ela: edi aati : 8 ,500 


in course of processing, 
woaving , tase and 


combing ............... ok oh ia | ~ “« 56600 
stocks at the factories. 6 5500 
spun and woven: 

for the administration. 6 »600 

"? ? industry... 4 93000 10,600 
oo: ia population 3 yO00 
30 4600 


(41) Cotton 153,000 tons 


in course of transport and at ports and warehouses 86 ,000 
moving to the spinners ........... EP IEE PO ety SET ineciapeiedecn Sane 14.0 O00 


in course of being spun................. wa ae : 7,000 
Spun: for the administration ooo. 14. 000 
ee (EE rrr oo 2 y000 20 000 
o. “8 Give population | gl 4. OOO 
153,000 


These figures show the great extent to which the requirements of the public 
officials, such as police, SNCF, miners, postmen, ctc,, and above all the military, 
who are here included under the heading "administration", have taken precedence over 
the civil population, 


The following figures as background to the preceding paragraph show the 
distribution of raw materials between the civil and military sectors:~ 


Civil Military Notes 


Cotton (up to 1 Sept, ) 7,000(1) 35% 13,000 65% (1) of wh, 1,000 to 
Administration and 
2,000 to Sector 
Indust, 

Wool es, " 4.,500(2) 42% 6,100 58% (2) of wh, 500 to 
Administration and 
1,000 to Sector 


Indust. 
Steel 1st Semester 4.85 ,000 77% 146,300 23% 
3rd Quarter 335 ,000 91% 33,500 % 
Rubber 1st Semester 1 361 18.5% 157 51.25% 
3rd Quarter 2 5550 67% 15250 33% . 
4th Quarter (3) 4,200 67%\ 2,100 33% (3) Subject to 
| | modification 
Copper 1st Semester | 7,916 28% $2,273 22% 
3rd Quarter 4, 91.66 73 1,621 27% | 
Coal 1st Semester 76 800( 1.) » 5 + Intendence, 
3rd Quarter LJ). 000 »FA5) (5) approx, 
Lth Quarter 120,000 1,255) 
| Indust'1 Rubber 
: 1st Semester 25131 100% 
3rd Quarter 15137 100% 
4 
: Chemicals 
; 1st three 
‘Quarters 463,000 95.7% 20,800 4, 3% et ) 
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Frances External Economic Relations". — 


Refers Mr» Sampson! a letters of 24th October | 
and 2érd November (9% 10824/103/17) Has no comments % 
to. make apart from drawing attention to fact that 


French industrial plant has not been renewed during 
war years. 
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-siew Simpson, 


: My apologies. for not ings lier to 
your letter of 24th October st oe 0821, 10 03/17), 


about which you reminded me in your (Z 10824/103/17) 
of 23rd, Noyember,. but, the original Report went 
astray somewhere in Chancery. 


Actually, I had no comments to make at the 
time and failed to realise that you were expecting 
some. I still don't think I have anything particular 
to say phd 2 to agree that the capacity of France's 


- industry to compete in world markets (para. 31) is 


below her pre-war level., reasons are, however, 
I think not only her cost of production - which may 
or may not be a temporary feature - but, much more 4 
than war damage, te the fact that her plant, has, in « 
general, not been renewed during the war years. It ~— 
was already very old, and M. Dautry has many times 
pointed out that by comparison with the rest of the 
world French industrial equipment is positively 
entediluvian. Its average age is about 28 years. 
I' see that Hughes has been somewhat critical of the 
h in question, and, whilst I agree in 
general with his comments, I cannot help feeling 


that the tone given by the original paragraph is 
correct. I note that he mentions the extension of 


hydro-electric power, but in fact, the contribution 


made by éxtensions in war-time years is quite small, 


F. Ls Simpson, Esq., | and/,.++< 
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and it will be some time before. the programme of con- 
struction in hand yields a really appreciable addition 
to French electrical resources. Taken all in all, 
however, I don't think I have any particular comments 
to make on the Report itself, or the corrections in 
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* Yours: sincerely, 
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FRANCE: EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS. 


Summary. 


lL. Introduction. French foreign trede has always been of 
considerable world importance,but France is far less dependent 
upon foreign trade than are the United Kingdom sand the Low 
Countries. She normally possessed e passive balance of mer— 
chandise trade which was covered before the depression by in- 
visible exports (paras. 1-3). 


2. Development of French Trade up ts 1929. After the War of 
1914-18 French exports profited by the growing industrialisation 
of the country, by the increased capscity of the iron end stecl 
industry and by the depreciation of the franc. Iron send 

stcel machinery and chemicals to3k an increasing share of the 
total export trade comvared with the traditisnal exports of 
textile manufactures (paras. lien6), 


5. French Trade durin he 1930's. With the depressisn French 
trade 11 sharply and 7 not share in the recovery felt clse- 
whére after 1933. Exports were hampered by the disparity 
between French and world prices end the devaluation of the franc 
in 1936 was accompanied by social mcesures which offset its 
effects (paras. 7-8). 


4. Commercial Policy. Prence has generally pursued a policy : 
of protection. After the last war she effcctced a large méasure 
of tariff stabilisation and her consequent inability ts raise 
tariffs when the depression hit her in 1931 led ts the estab- 
lishment of quotas, covering sll kinds of merchandise. The 
quota system became her main defensive Weapon in conditions of 


increasing dislocation of world trade (paras. 9-12). 


5. Commercisl Reletions with Germany, Great Britain and the U.S.A. 
Germany Wes of great importance to France as a ‘supplier r of cna 
and coke and industrial goods. Cosl was France's mein import 
fron Greet Britain, to which she scnt considerable quantities 

of luxury goods, while the United States was one of:-her important 
sources of raw materials. The Tripartite Agrcemcnt of 1936 
between Great Britain, France and the United Stetcs linked the 
currencies of the three countrics (paras. 13-19). 


6. Imperial Economic Relations. During thc 1930's the contrac- 
tion 90 6r export markcts and the trend towards autarky led 
France €0 goncentrate incrcesingly on trede with her cmpire, 
which came to constitute betwecn onc gquartcr and onc third of 
her much diminished total trrede. Competition bctwcen home and 
Gmpire producers, howcver, created scrioscus problems. An 
increased measurc of imperial preference was introduced 

(paras. 20-21). 


7. The Pre-War Pattern of Merchandise Trade. Before the de- 
pression two-thirds of French cxxorts went to Europe, but by 
1938 this proportion was littlc morc than one half. the share 
taken by Grest Britain beirig particularly affcctcd. Europe's 
share in French imports dcclincd Similarly to the profit of the 
French empire (pere. ea. 3. ae 
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tourist tredc and shipping frcights were both bedly hit by the 
Slump. Reparations payments were importent during the 1920's 
(paras. 23-27). 

9. The Capital Itoms. LOng-tcrm forcign investment during the 
1920's wes mainly dcsigned to strcigthcn thc position of Frencc’'s 
allics in Eastcrn Europe. Short-term capital movements fluc-: 
tuated violently between the two wars and compromised thc monec- 
tary situation on several occasions ( paras. 28-30). | 


10.. Conclusion and Prospects. From 1940 to 1944 French tradc 
wes dominatea by Gcrmeny and fcll to a frection of whet it was 
beforc the war. France's capacity to.compcte in forcign mer- 
kcts has becn temporarily much reduccd, and shc will be faccd with 
a hcavy adverse balance of payments for some ycars to come (peras. 


31- 32). 
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FRANCE: EXTERNAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


Introduction 


lL. Since France is one of the gercet industrial countrics of 
Westcrn Hurope, her forcign tredc has always becn of considerable 
‘world importeancc. In 1928, beforc the world dceprcssion., the | 
value of French tradc was approximately 6 per cent of that of the 
worldyg end l2 per ccnt of that of Huropc. On the osothcr hand the 
velue of French trade was less than half thet of thc Unitcd 

Kingdom and was also appreciably less than that of Germany . > 
French cxports, morcovcr, lost ground during the 1930's rcla vely = 
much morc than did those of the Unitcd Kingdom or Germany. 
Betwecn 1928 and 1938 their velue dcclincd from about onc~ 
cightcenth to about one-thirticth of thc valuc of world cxports. 


2. In the second pléce Francc wes far lcss dependent uosn 
foreign trade than were the Unitcd Kingdom or the morc. ¢conomi- 
cally advanccd small countrics of \/estcrn Europc, such as 
Belgium or the Netherlands. In comparison with thc Unitcd 
Kingdom or Belgium-Luxcmbureg. for cxamplc, Francc is l1css in- 
dustrialised and fer less dcpendcnt on imports of food. She 
has always had a high degrce of sclf-sufficicncy in foodstuffs 
oWing to the slower progress 3f industrislisation, to her rcla- 
tive undcrpopulation andtoaconsistcnt policy of oericultura iL 
protcction. As @ result before 1939 French imports per head 

of population were lcss than half those of the United Kingdom or ~ 
Beolgium-Luxemburg and imports werc smaller, also, in rclation tos 
national income in France then in those countrics. 


- ? France normally hed @ pessive balance sof merchendisc tradc 
which, before the depression, wes covercd by the revenues which 
she derived from invisible exports; althsugh during the 1930's‘umm 
the balance of current paymcnts was almost continuously unbelanccd a44_ 
/ See Table IV iInvisible" cxports have always been indis- 
pensable in. be ancing Frence's currcnt intcrnationeal peyments and 
in 1938, with the shrinkage of mcrchendisc exports. revenue from 
such sources wes as large as that derived from merchaendisc exports 
Z See Table Iv_/. Even in 1925 however, revenue from ‘invisible" 
exports amountcd to slightly more than half that derived from 
merchandise cxports. There wcrc however, marked fluctuations 

in the relative importance of the diffcrent “invisiblec" items 

Z see section B /. Just before the war of 1939-5 the most 
important credit item was intercst and dividends which were 

cqual to nearly one half of reccipts from mcrchandise exports. 


A. MERCHANDISE TRADE 


Development of French Trade up to 1929 


Li. Between 1815 and the fall of the Orleanist monarchy French 
trade, hampercd by prohibitions and a high level of protection, 
expanded relatively slowly. During the Sccond Empire, however, 
it grew rapidly with the stimulus of a more liberal tariff 

pdiicy mdof growing industrialisation. Under the Third Republic, 
however, the rate of growth was lcss rapid. Although its broad 
structural pattern has not been greatly modificd - i.c. France 
has long importcd mainly raw and scmi-finishcd products, and 
cxported mainly manufactured goods - therc werc, both during the 
nineteenth century end subsequently, markcd structural changes 
Within the broad categorics. During the first half of thc 
nineteenth century the pattern of French trade wes relatively 
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simplc. Raw tcxtilcs for her nenufacturing industry prcdomi- 
netcd aemong imports. accounting for betwcecn onc-guarter and sonc- 
third of the total, while the cxport trade was dominetcd by 
textile manufacturcs which eccountcd at first for ncerly one 
half of it, though by 1870 the sharc hed fallcn to ebsut sne- 
tonird. In the carly ninctccnth ccntury silk maonufecturcs farmed 
the grcater part of Enc tcxtilc cxports. During the Sccond 
Empire a big increase in raw matcrial imoorts (including thasc 
not hithcrtec of comncrcioal importencc) reficctcd the grawing 
industrialisation, Aftcr tac revaging of the French vincyerds 
in 1877 by the phylloxcrs discese ) Froncc began to import wince 
méiniy from Algerie, end winc cxports never rcegeined their 

former imoortance. By 19135 im:orts of rew meteriols for tcxtilcs 
Still constituted as much as onc-firtth sf the totel. but imports sf 
fucl (coal. coke and mineral cores) inercescd t3 not far shert 

Of oncecléventh of thc tatel imvorts. The inerece sing dcniends 

of industry were als3 rcflectcd in the growing importance cf 
macnincry., tools and metal goaods. The diversificstisan of the 
export trede had alreedy advenccd far: the share of tcextilc 
manufactures in the export trade hed failen to absut snc-sixth 
(or one-fifth including clsathing end apparcl) by 1913, whilc 

the share of silk manufacturcs, which as letc as 1870 accounted 
for about 20 per ccnt 3f sll cxports, had fallen to 5-0 per cciit. 
On the ather hand the products of the capital ¢osds industrice 
plg iron, iron end stecl products, machinery, chcmicels, tocla 
eng metal goods, wore becoming importent cxports. 


5. Aftcr. the disturbencc of the Vier cf 1914-16 end the post-var 
reconstruction, the years from 1922 snverds were markcd by a 
considcrable cxpansion 3f the gold valuc of cxports comparcd 
With the prce-1914 pcriod. French cxpsrts werc aidcd by tyro 
factors; thc reconstruction of the dcvastaetcd northern indus- 
trial zone togcther with the recovery of Alsecc end Lorraine, 
and second and mare potent, the decline in the cxtcrnal veluc 
of the franc, which geve an abnornial stimulus to cxports but 
discoureged imports and so reduced the normelly edverse trede 
balance. Thus in 1913 exports fram Frence (excluding Alsace- 
Lorraine) were velued at 6.9 milliard frances. while by 1927 
they had reeched a total of 8.8. milliard frenes of 1913 gold 
value; there was no corresponding risc in the volume of imports. 
The post-1918 pattern of French trade showed considerable struc- 
tural chengcs which reflected the furthcr industrialisatisn sf 
the country. * Thc post-1918 erswth of industry was stimuletcd 
both by the re~cquipmcnt with stetc aid 3f industrial plants 
in thc war-dcvesteted rcgions. and by the return of Alsacc én 
Lorrainc. The unlfiestisr of the Lorraine iron sre basin 
Within the French fronticr greatly inereescd both France's 
iron ore rcesuurces and her capacity for pig iron and crude 
steel production. she als3 regaincd the textilc industry of 
Alsace, while the progress of her chcitical industry wes stimu-~ 
lated by the acquisition of the Alsaticn potash mines. The 
exporting power sf certain industrics such as iron end stcel, 
chemicals, machinery ond tocls, and mctal gosds wes thus enhenccd. 
By 1928 the shere 3f this group of products in the export trede 
hed riscn to about one-fifth in valuc,. wherces in 1913 it wes 
Only absut onc-severth. At the samc timc, whilc the propor- 
tionatc share 3f tcxtilc cxports had begun to fell off in volume 
-&8 comparcd with 1913, cxpsrts sf the ftiarc highly finished tcx- 
tilc manufecturces hed tcndcd to inercesc and thasc of the lcss 
highly finishcd to dccreasc. The expansisn of the heavy 
industrics stimuleted toc demend for cosl imports, and the 
« @emand for mineral coils also inercased, as it did throughsut the 
. world. Finally, gcnercl cconomic prosperity led to an cxpending 
, demand for cxcetic fisodstuffs end wine. The 1920's cen, therc-- 
fore, be charectcriscd as a period af repid cxpansion cf French 
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tradc, - considerably greeter in cxports swing to the monetary 
depreciation —- and of a growing impcrtance of the capital gasds 
industrics in the cxport tredce, at the cxpense —- largely —- of 
consumers’ goods industrics. This chenge in the structure of 
French experts was parallelcd in other industrial c3untrics of 
Western Eurspe. largely undcr the pressurc of industrialisatisn 
elsewherc. , 


French Trade during the 1930's 


6. The exceptisnal benefits which French cxport trade dcrivcd 
from the depreciation of the franc were diminished after its 
legal stabilisation in 1928 erd thet ycer wes the high water mark 
in the volume of goods exportcd. The volume of imports, hawever, 
did not fall off until it wes reduced by qucstas and other factors 
after 1930, while the volume of fo3d imports continucd t3 in- 
crease until 1931. At ‘the time 32f the stabilisetisan of the franc 
at one-fifth of its pre-war valuc (scc para. 29) France's cconsmic 
end financisel positisn had been a strong one with a pricc level 
(calculated at the new retc 2f exchenge ) still considerably 

below that of her lcading csmpctitors: n3t until 1951 did 
French economy begin to be scris3usly affcctcd by the warld dc- 
pression. Successive currency depreciations abroad cecliminatcd 
the competitive advantage which French exports had hitherts 
enjoyed — an advantage alrcady diminished es the result sf the 
fall in world prices -— «end this wes particularly scrisus in vicw 

of the magnitude of French exports ts the sterling and dollar 
ersup countrics. While exports in gcneral were impeded by 
higher French production costs the fall in exports ts these 
c3zuntrics wes particularly markcd. Moreasver the warld ecsnoamic 
depression led #9 the growth everywherc of trade barriers, which 
had a particularly adverse effect upsn French exports bccausc 
such a relatively -high proportisn cansistecd of luxury sor high- 
quality goods. In these circunstances thc valuc of French 

trade fell sharply after 1929, but, wherces with mast countrics 
1933 marked the bottom of the depression, French tredc continued 
to be hampered by the price disparity and its fall was not 
errested. In fact in 1935/7, @ year in which world trade reached 
a peak, the gold value sf French exports had fallen ts 29 per 
cent of that of 1929; totel world exports werc then 47 per cent 
of their 1929 go2d value. The foallswing table snows the course 
of French trede: | 


Gold Value of French trede és percentage of 1929 


Exports 
1913 69 72 
1929 
1933 
1937 


Imports 


Imports were reduced during this period both by quota restric- 
tions adopted by the French Government es a means 3f improving 
the balance of payments and in c3nsequence of the Stagnation of 
industriel production; in particular the depression in the 
textile industry led to a decline in the share of textile raw 
materials in imports. There wes little.change in the tcrms 

of trade (i.e. the price of imports in terms of exports): in 
1937 the price sf imports was 80 per cent and that of exports 
82 per cent of those of 1927. 
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Le Posscssing one sf the larecst g2ld réscrvcs in the warld. ® 
Frence was never in any dengcr of being forced sff the g3l1a 
standard, end © Widcspreed fear cf inftletion precluded valuctsr: 
depreciation as a means 2f inducing cesnomic recovery. A. FILL 
of price defleatiszn wes accordingly .adsptcd by successive Preuch 
governments with ao vicw t2 lowcriny production casts, these 
cfforte, however, bore little fruit, and up t3 1933 budactery 
dcficits increased. In 19355 undcr Vlendin and still more under 
Lavel the deflationary cffsart was cncractically pursucd, at 
least es rcgards ta@ fiscal chargecs and by e@ scrics 2f drastic 
decrecs administrative costs (salbrics‘*ctc.) were lowered. BY 
the sumiicr 3f 1955 the gen between prices. in the Unitcd Kingdom 
and the United States an the onc hend end France 36 the 3ther 
had becn very much narrowed. psrtly swing t3 ¢ rise in priccs 

in the twos former countrics/ nd partly boceusc the deflationary 
palicy pursucd in France had at lcneth suceccdcd in lawering 
Frencn priccs. Subscqucntly. however, the ge. between Freoch 
g3ld prices cnd foreign oriccS tcnddda t2 inercesc ageins swing 
t3 the policy 3f raising: the prices 3f agricultural products 
(whose rfle in determining thc level 2f the cest af living vas 
very orcat) by means 23f egriculturel subsidics cad a furthcr 
quantitative reitriction sf impsrts. AS © result, wholesale 
Esricultural prices inecress.d very much raster then clscwherc. 
The nevercsult of this policy 3f deflatisnr, hawever, was tz 
lessen to same cxtent the price disperity bctwecn FPrancc and 
countrics with depréciatcd currcneics, thousn et the cost of 
continuing cconsinic steégnatian. : 


Q 


S. The dcvaluctisn of the frene in the ewatumn sf 1936 did net 
have the cxpccted risult 2f stimulating exports end retarding 
imports. On the contrery, in 1937, the g2ld valus cof imports 
rsse by ll per cent, whercas that 3f exports rasc only by 2.5 
per ccnt. This wes due lergcly t2 politicel frectzrs. The 
‘s3clal reforms intraduccd by the Blum Goveruncnt hed the result 
of reising priccs and productign casts, a » offsctting the — 
cffcets which would 3thcrwisc havc fF Pron the® devaluation. 
P3litical antagonism was alss arsuscd. end industrialists, 
fearing further monetary dcprccistisn, hastcncd t2 accumulstc 
stocks. Because of highcr c3sts, sianufeacturcd cxpsorts did not 
advence much, the main cxpert incrcescs being those of raw and 
SCcmi-Finished goods.: Whilc manufecturcd ac2ds suffercd fram 
the orice disperity ind after 1936 fran imdustricl troubles, 
exports of rew matcrials were better sustaincd end derived an 
adventage from rc-armament abraed; in verticular. Gcriueny's 
purchases of raw matcriels (c.g. iron. are) inercesed, while the 
purchases 2f manuféctured g2a3sds fell off sharply. Then: in 1938 
the position 3f French trade wes affcctcd by the world ecsnamic 
- recession. «<The fall in the v3lume 3f-impzerts Was grcatcr. thar 
in that of cxpcorts. In current franc valucs the traedc figures 
were higher bccausc cf the furthcr depreciati3n sf the franc, 
being greetcr fur exports thon fsr iniports, ut gold valucs 
declined. Br3sadly, during thc thirtics, rancc remaincd eccn3- 
mically depresscd and trece stagnated until after the devaluation 
in 1956; thereseftcr rcesvery was only partial 32wing to political 
troubles end to the world trede reccssisn in 1958. : 


Commercisl Policy 


9. During the first half of the nineteenth century France was 
- @ highly pratecticnist country, but under Napcleon III, who much 

admired Sir Rabert Peel, dutics oan raw materials aud fscdstuffs 
Were rcduccd and the remsus Anglo-French c3mmcrcial treaty of 
1860 (the Cobden-Chevalicr Trceety) wes carricd threugh in the 
tecth of bittcr sppssition by French industrialists. This 
marked @ reversal of French policy, cstsblished a mideretecly 
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protcctionist tariff, and, undcr thc spur of British compctition, 
Stimulated industrial devclopmcnt. The 
policy of frccr trade however, rcmaincd unpoouler, and, with 
the cstablishment of ‘the Third Republic and the gcncral fall in 
prices, high protcction was rcstorcd. The scal was set an this 
new protcctionist policy in the ji¢linc tariff of 1092 behind 
which French industry undsubtcdly dcvclsocd repidly. Aftcr 
the Yar of 1914-18 Francc sought tos free hersclf from the most- 
favourcd=-nation clausc, of which shc had never becn enamourcd, 
end denounced her cxisting coumc-cial trcatics. She attemptcd 
to pursue a policy bascd 3n rociprocal edvantegcs for all con- 
cessions grantcdg, but this policy was a Yfailurc. It was the 
Frenco-German commercial treaty of 1927 that marked a rcturn 
to the unconditional M-f-]7 clausc. This treaty had becn madc 
necessary efter Germany hed, in 1925, rcgoincd the full torift 
freedom of which shc had becn tenvorarily dcovrivcd yndcr the 
Versaillcs Trcaty Gard wos thus in a sositian t2 cxcrcisc con- 
sidcrable bargeinibe powcr, At icd to the stabilisation by 
mutual agrccmcnt of a largc number of dutics'-w Mewes followcd 
ey furthcr sinilar agrccmcnts, notably with Switzcrland and 
With the Belgium-Luxcmburege Union. The new tariff r€gime which 
rcesultcd involved, thercforc, the rest3ration of the M-f-N 
clause, which had becn at least implicitly condcemncd in 1919, and 
the stabilisation of customs dutics at their cxisting lcvcl. 
Indecd during the period 1927/28 Frencc alienated her tariff Coan pinch 
frecdom to @ greater extcnt then any sthcr Europcen country: 
in 19350 three-quertcrs of thc itcms on her customs tariff wcrc 
Stebilised by trcaty. 


LO. The beginning of thc world depressisn in 1929 brought 
this relatively libcral cpoch to an cnd. France was canfrontcd 
With the problicm of an inercasc in the quantitics of gzusds inm- 
ported ,at a time when cxports werc shrinking and when the 
revenucs from the "invisiblc" crcdit itcms were dcclining es the 
résult of the cconomic rcccssion. This led t9 an increasing 
disequilibrium in the balancc sof payments. Alreedy in 1929 
France had raiscd dutics on agriculturel im.orts,.which were 
not covered by ™stebilisetion of dutics, but with’ the growing 
volume of food impgrts duc to falling world priccs, this proved 
insufficient seam gt wes impossible to reise tariffs 3n indust- 
rial products, because of the cxisting stabilisatisn agrecments. 
In these circumstances France in the summer of 1931 inauguretcd 
&@ pslicy of quotes cstablished first sf all for agricultural 
products end certain rew matcrials such as coal, but latcr 
extended to cover all kinds sf merchandisc. The cvdlutisn of 
the French systcm of quotas is perhaps the most intercsting 
aspect of French commercial policy during the 1°30's. 
Originally simply &n cnhicrecnecy mcasurc in the face of an abnor 
mally large volume of imports and¥t he impossibility of raising 
teriffs, it cventually crystallised ints a vcrmeancnt instrument 
of commercial policy, although the frccing of tariff dutics 
from the previous stabilisation aprecmcnts was eventually sccured 
by & serics of negotiations. It thus marks e ste» towards 
greaver "Gtetisme", which has perellcls in so meny countrics. 
The eerliest French quotas were "global" quotas (i.c. only the 
totel amount of the quote wos fixcd); leter, increased adminis-- 
trative control wes introduccd and cach gucta wes divided up 3n 
a geographical besis, cach importing country being allottcd a 
uote fixed in accordance with the avcrese received in e@ given 
or so-called basc) period. Finelly in 1934 France cndcavourcd 
to usc guotas as a bergaining weapon with which t3 sccure con- 
cessions from other csuntrics. Undcr this system anly 25 por 
cent of the gisbal quota was allotted in accardance with the — 
base perisd formule, the rcmaining 75 per ccnt being divided up 
among countrics on the basis 3f reciprocity (i.c. in return for 
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concessions). Although there was some spp3sition t3 qh 
from upholders sf cconamic libcralism, ey increasingly UMC 
during the 1930's(the normal metic wr ciantroliling Impcr = 


Live The policy of quotes had sanly e-limitcd success. Althsugh 
they succceded in curtailing imp3rts they csuld not benefit the 
French exp3art tredc. Indced as guates normally have the cffcct 
of reising priccs, they contributcd to thc maintcnence of the 
high cast of living, ond conscgucntly high productisn casts, 
which it was the object cof the Gavernment's deflationary policy 
t3 reducc and which had lcd ts the stapnatian in the cxport 
tradc. In the sccond plecc, the quite policy icd t2 repriséls 
on the ground that the quote was discriminatory in its incidcncc 
end incompetible with the M--f-N cléusce. In perticular the 
attcmpt by France t3 usc qu3tes aos c means sf reciprocal bar- 
goinine was resented, cspeciclly by Germany end the United 
Kingdom. Thus France wes in szmc cascs 3bliecd t3 cancede in 
her trace agrecments © guarantce that the other ctuntry wauld 

be allicated its full sharc sf 811 quotes on the "base perisd” 
principle. Moresver there were ther difficultics in the way 

of using quotas in order t3 obtein reciprocal bencfits, for, with 
countrics Gm which Frence was CCE SUES for vital rew materials 
-Or Which were of vital importence t2 the Frcneh cxport tredc, 
bargaining wes not passible. Quates were not therefore very 
efficacisus in assisting the @ x 0Lt trode, but they were rcrar- 
ded as the soalc effcetive means cf pro stceting the belancc 3f 
peyments and came t3 soneettate Frenee's main d@fcnsive weapon in 
Conditisns of increasing dislocatian sf world tradc. 


Lee Prabebly the hardest »rzblicm in coninercial rclations 
during the 1950's was thet 2f securing the payment 2f intcr- 
natisnel debts, fcr internatisnal payments werc impeded by 
exchange c3antr3l regulatiszns end qusta systcnms. Consequcntly 
France, in order t2 secure voyments to her exvnortcrs, was s3b- 
liged t3:entcr ints clcerins agreements with exchenge control 
csuntrics. At the same time,the totel 3r partiol suspcensidzn of 
non-c3mmercial debt payments by her debtors inude 1t necesscry 
fir her t3 utilise the clearing ticchanism in zsrder t3 secure at 
least pert 3f these paymncnts. However, Frencc menaged t2 dis- 
pease with the clearing systcm t3 a great extent, substituting 
fsr it &8 m23re c3nvenient arranecment - known as the pavincnts 
agreenicont - Which cnebled the exact retis 2f mutual trede t3 be 
fixed beforahand.: 


Frenco-Geriian Camncrcicel. _Reletis ns between the Wars 


13. . Like the United Kingdom, Gcrinany wes sf grcat importance t3 
Frence €s 8 supplicr 3f c3al end cakes: shc ol1s9 supplicd Frence 
With the products 2f her industrics, dich as machinery, che micels »» 
and musical and scicntific instruments. Prance exp2 rted t3 
Germany bath rew metcrials end consumers! g39ds; during the 
1930's however, swing to the German auterkic cconsmic policy, 
the export 3f c3ansumers' ¢2cds declincd sharply end the grcatcr 
part sf French exp3rts t2 Germany ccizc t3 c3ansist 3f rev metcrials, 
such as rew wo9l, hidcs, gaw@ skins end iron are. The exchange 
of cscal and iran’ ore wes 3f grcat importence t3 bath countrics 

Sce paper on The [ron end gyecl Industry 2° Western Eames 


14. Before 1925 the incqualit 598scd sn Germany by the 
Verssilles Tresty bene : rcnch exDirts t2 Germany, for while 
France was able to protcct hersclf agsinst German imaorts by 
means 3f teriffs,Gcrmany wes 3bliged t2 cconecde the M-f-N clause 
withcut reciprocity, The only commercial agrccments between 
the two countries rested sn a shart-term basis and related to the 
delivery 3f Germen go3ds under the reperatisans cleuscs of thc — 
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e Versailles Treaty, Furthermore a temporary customs régime 

existed during these years in respect of Alssce=-Lorraine and the 
Sasr (which was included in the French Customs Union until 1934), 
under which these territories were permitted to export their 
products up to @& certain guentity to Germany free of duty, while 
until 1924 the Saar was allowed to import from Germany without 
paying duties, The Franco-German trade agreement of 1927 
{see pare. 9 above 7 was neturally more favourable to Germany 

han to France, since Germany had regained teriff freedom, 
while after 1931 the depression led to difficulties in the way 


of mutual trade, especially in regard to French exports of con- 
sumers eae. © 


15. The witsoBustion of exchange control by Germany in 1931 
Still further hampered French exports, while Germany resented 
the French ‘system of guotas, which were regarded as discrimina- 
tory. in Meee circumstances commercial relations were straine 
and they were not eased by & partial clearing accord concluded 
in 1932. In 1933 France denounced the 1927 trade agreement. 
Eventually in 1934 a full and comprehensive clesring agreement 
was made, which provided for the servicing of Germany's obli- 
gations to French creditors in respect of the Dawes and Young 
loans, Unfortunately the increase in German imports ..from 
France, especially raw matericls and semi-finished products, 
rendered the payment of French creditors difficult, and in 1935 
France denounced the agreement. A new one wes not reached 
until 1937. Under it,the clearings were Suppressed and a pay- 
ments accord substituted. French exports were theoretically 
to be free within the limits of a globoel exchenge quota fixed 
monthly by agreement between the two governments. This quota 
was ‘to be proportionate to the value of imports of German pro- 
ducts into Frence. A retio was fixed between imports and ex- 
ports leaving a credit balance fevourable to Germany (i.e. 
imports from Germany were to be grester than exports to Germany). 
This balance was(to be used\ partly) to meet capper: financial 


obligations to French creditors snd Wem pert] eft at the free 
disposal of the Reich. Within the global quota granted to 
French exports to Germany, the srticles were divided into groups 
in such @ manner as to prevent exports of manufactured products 
or foodstuffs from being penalised to the exclusive benefit of 
raw material exports. These arrangements provided the model 
for subsequent agreements, see. with cervain Hast European 
creas cL RaTTIEEEE casinng Chile, and Ecuador, in which France re-=- 
placed clearing¢by payments-agreements, : 


Anglo-French Commercial Relations during the 1930's 


16. The British market has always been of great importance to 
France See Table II_/yfor her luxury products, such 6s silk, 
manufecturesywine etc.; it may not be generally realised, 
however, that nearly helf of British imports from France were of 
such goods as raw wool, hides, pit-vrops, iron and steel (since 
1918) and machinery. on the other hand, France's imports from 
Britain were until the 1930's much smaller than her exports to this 
country; coal accounted for about hself their total value, The 
effect on French exports to the United Kingdom of the develuation | 
of the pound sterling was, therefore, serious for France. Purther-_ 
more, commercial relations became strained after 1931. Friction — 
arose as the result of the Prench policy of imposing en exchange 
surtax operseting,so as to wipe out the export premiea secured by 
depreciated currencies, and of using quotas as a bargaining weapon 
to secure reciprocal concessions. In 1952 the abolition of the 
surtex in most other cases where it opersted and its non- 
applicetion to the United Stetes,after the devaluation of the 
doller, increased British resentment. In 1933 a tariff wer 
broke ‘out and the United Kingdom threatened reprisege er 


sae 


French merchendise,if the cxchange surtax was not abclished.’ 


The French c3amplicd,but at the sam inie arp be fresh gusta 
restriction 2n British ticrchendiscy, ipedy out the adventarcs 
that British cxp2rters would itherwisc Beh teincd. While the 


United Kingd3m was t3 receive in the first instencc only 25 per 
cent cf the share sf the guotas thesrctically open ta her, 
Belgium end the United States were tz rceccive the whole 3f their 
shares. The British stronely sbjcctcd ts this discriminetison 
ond France yicldcd so far os tc erent o the United Kingedsam the 
whole cf her share sf the gustas far m2 articles and /5 per 
cent for the rcmaindcr. The British, howcver, remaincd dis- 
satisficdyy ond in February 14934 impescd @« 20 per ccnt surtax cn 
& number 3f Frencna articlcs including silk end lcather gacds, 
gloves, cliuthing ctc. This was f£2 Licwed by mutual reprisals 
until in Junc 1934 an agrccnicnt was rcechced,undcr which Francc 
conceded tc the United Kingdsm the wh23lc cf her sharc of all 
the existing sor future gqu2tes tc which shc wes entitled undcr 
the “bese pericsd" formula. 


Frenc3-Américen Cammnicrcisl Rileatiszns during the 1930's 


hfe The United Stetcs has elways bcen for Francc an imosrtent 
ssurce 3f raw materials, csr cclelly raw cotton cnd petrzicum, 
Fréencc als3 imported machinery fram the U.S.A. On the s3ther 
hand French exp3rts t3 the U.S.A. - which includca luxury prs- 
ducts such ¢s wince, spirits, sw millincry, @md rew Wool, amd hidcs 
and skins = were very much Tess Ln valuc.? In 1936 Fra ahcc Silencd 
the first commercial tresty concluded with the U.S.4. since 1922. 
Préevisusly the Hewley-Smost tariff 2f 1930 cond subscquently the 
Slump in the U.S.A. had rcstrictcd Rroneh cxocorts tz the Unitcd 


Stetes. French qu 898, morc3aver, hed rcduccd the amsunt 3f 
United Stetcs merchandisc imvoorte 4 ints #rancc. The c3mmercilal 
trceety 3f 1936 constitutcd part 3f the Hull vroo pee, which, by 


means sf reciprscal tariff Beoaaes 208,” aliicd at a cater measure 


st Liberalism in internetisnel tredc rcletizns (aaa peper 3n U.S. 
Trade end Shipvine Interests ). The difficulty during the nego-- 


— 


tiatisns wes that, while thc Unitcd States fevaurcd the M-f-* 
clause and permancnt tariff reducticn, Frence disliked the fc2rmer 
and preferred supplcmentary (and rcovecable) qu2ztes. It. the 
treaty Frence was 3bligecd ts canecde the M-fi clause de Lfect2, 
although she would have prefcrred ts bencfit from it withsut having 
t3 concede it. Moresver, While the Unitcd States remained 
wedded tc the canceptisn of a stabilisation =f dutics (hitherts 
embsdi¢d in ell the treaties c3ncludcd undcr the Hull pr2ere feLie ) y 
it accepted cn this-3ccasian ¢ fairly short list 2f cuarentecs 
of stébilisations; France clsco slightly rcducca her minimum 
tarifis .2n- oa number of articics sf intcrest t2 wne ge i aed Syste 
end made certein concessi2zns in regard tc quota France was 
grented by the United Statcs imp. rtent teriff awake ie a a 
benefited a wide wngc sf her cxports. On both sides the d3ctrinc 
of "“principel susplier" wes applicd, i.e. the cconccssions were in 
j respect sf th2se ccmmoditics for which ecech c2zuntry wes the 
principal supplier cof the 3sthcr,in 3rdcr, s3 fer as wes consistent 
With the M-f-N cleuse, t2 vrevent any third pert. from benefiting. 
Finally there wes a provision permitting a revision in the event 
Sf any varisticn in the exchange retc. This cleuse might hevc 
becn invoKed at the time 2f thc deprecia ttn sf the frenc)hed it 
nst bcen fsr the Tripertitc "Gcntlemen's Agrcement" signed 3n - ; 
the 15th September, 1936, which esteblishcd en olignment af the 
frenc, stcrling end dsllar (sce para. 29). 


Multiletcral Agrecients 


24. Fronce was & perty t3 severel multilat ral avrecnents between 
19350. and 1933,nane of which bore fruit,/ were designed 
t2 check the Rr wing protccticnism t hroughsut the world. In 
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19335 at the ebartive World Hesnsmic Canference in London, a 

clash ar3ase between the French thesis, suppcrtcd als2 by Itely, 
thet the rcstoraticon cf monctery stability must preccde the 
applicetison 3f & liberal tariff pcolicy. erd the cppcsing vicw 
held by the U.S.A. and the Unitcd Kingdom. Tac “pold oOlac'! 
countrics, (viz Netherlends, Belsium-Luxcmbure France end 
Switzerlend), however, signed a monetary accerd, end,in Octaber 
1933, recched an agrecnent releting t> the desirebility of in- 
creasing mutuel trade by bilatcral arerccmcnts, but Little wés 
gained and the bl3sc s33n disintcepretcd. Finally there wes the 
tripartite manctary apreemcnt 2f 1936 - efter the dcveluaticn 

3f the franc = between Frencc, the Unitcd statcs end the Unitc: 
Kingdom, which creatcd a stlid link betwcen the three currcencics 
and provided sonc stimulus to intcrneticnol trede (sec para. 29). 


Imperial Econsmic Rclaticns 
19. The serisus c3antractison sf French cxpc2:t markets during the 
1930's. and the prowing euterkic tendcncics cvcrywherc, l1¢d 
France tc c3ncecntratc incrcesinsly con fcostcringe: tredc with-ner 
CMPLre, if @G CIL3IrG to sTisct the contracticn sf ner trede 
with forcign csuntrics. Before the War sf 1914-165 the tradc 
3f France with her cverscas tcrritorics hed ccnstitutcd snly @ 
Little sver Ine=-tenth of the totel in velue. The shere sub- 
sequently ras and during the 1930's it camc t3 constitute 
betwecn 3sne-quartcr and cnc=-third of the much diminished tctel 
trede. French imperial trade fell in gcld valuc betwucen 1$29 
end 1937, althszugh therc was probably a rise in the streem 2f 
impsrts intc France; on=-impcriel tradc, af csursc, fell repidly 
both in g3ld value and in v3lumc, es described aboive. 


Trede 3f French Empire as perccntersc 2f total French trade 


Exports 
1909/13 12.9 
1929 : 18.9 
L935 32.5 
1936 :5 33.4, 
1937 : oh. 6 28.2 


1938 2/1 27.5 


This marked growth, which can be paralleled clsewhcre)c.e. fn the 
British Empire, indicates thet, in face <:f the breekdswn cf the 
normal trade channels, France was incrcasingly depcndent 3n her 
empirc, both as a merket for her exports, and es «= saurce of 
supply. Varicus circumstenccs feveured this develctpment. 

First, trade bctween France end her empire bencfitcd frim an 
especially advantage ous cGammercial régime. In the second placc, 
just as the price disparity, which henpered French experts during © 
the period 1931-36 oneaure ged a Giversisn sf exports t2 the 
empire, s2 ealanies products Similarly handicapped had @ corres- 
ponding induceniecnt to grevitete towerds France and were ciuablcd 
t2 dz s3 by French rvustricticns cn imports fram foreign countrics. 
On the sther hand it must not be forg2tten thet the depressisn 
end the fall in World priccs cf primery pr2ducts hit the French 
empire hard and sc restrictcd the extent t2 which 4% could pur- 
chase French g32ds, while such cf its products as enjayed world 
marke ts, suffered n3t snly from lew priccs but from a competitive 
disadvantage compared with products 3f c2untrics with depreciated — 
currencies. The relative valiican of French trade wi th the 


r 
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cmpire wes in erect part--due tz the disruption 2f world tradc 
but Wes als2z influcneced by oa téendcncy t2wards eutarky similar 
to that which cperseted clscwhcre. 


20. The limitaticns cn tradc between Frence end her empirc 

were, however, feirly stringent. The rench cversees pssscs= 
Sicns were posr and at c relatively 1lcw level of ceansmie devclsp- 
mont. Consequcntly their capecity tz abszrb French cxosrts 
wes severcly restrictcd; . epert Trois Alocrigs : ei -at if 
Single market and the most imotrtent territory eczncmicelly. é 
teey boucht chicfly ¢ : textiles end sther relatively cheap 
eamsumcers' g23ds. fhe actual cxtent t2> which the 

Iimpire wes obile eauisiy trench necds wéesllimitcd, in 

Spite 3f the cnesuregemcnat siven te th preducticn cf critasditics 

sf which Frence sti3d in necd, c.g. rubboer from Ind2-Chine, 

cofiec, banenos ctc. - 3anly o smell rensc cf commoditics, 

Such 6s phosphates from North Africc, cscca from West Africa 

and rice from tnas-Ghina, did thc Empire cnjzy a virtual tivnc- 

poly 3f the French merkct. Empire pr3ducts dcpendcnt 37 

world markets dcrived only Llimitcd benefits from French cintggoichcates 
prefer<nece,. Finally sevcral cf the twzst imoortent empirc prz- 
ducts, such as wine fron Alreraia cud ccrcels frem North Afric 

cnd Indo-China, csmpetcd with French heme proaductisn. Mecach 

Wine gr3wers siucht ts restrict wine imp3rts fr3m North Africe 

end although France increcsingly turned t> her ¢mpirc t> meke 

plod her deficiency in cercal »vroducticn, she wished the quan- 
tities t3 be imparted anrually ts be determined by the yceer-by~ 
year harvest variations in France, This conflict between 

French and cmpirc praduccrs vri2ved during the 1930's a particulorly 
intrecteble prablem, cspcecially in regcrd tc winc. 


2d. French c3lcnial policy in the cccncsmic sphere Was bascd 
an the lew sf 1928, which csans2lidated a number sf previsus re- 
gulaticons. Avert from Algeria, which hed becr included in the 
French cust3ams areca since 2, LSS » French rab 3Ssessi3ns werc 
divided inte tw2 groups* “bssimilatcd and ,ngn-assimilated or 
autanomsus c3lsnics his first ersup = “te MBovina, 1 Madagasceér, 
Réunicn, French Guiena, Guedc lupe and HMartiniguc =- enjoyed 
frec tra de With Frencee and in princi»yle applicd the French 
teariizr:. tc fsareien ecsds. Betwcoen France end the autsncmsus 
colonics & pre ferenr tial tariff oreveiled,cxccpt where trcety 
SbDligaticns cr the ¢cxistence of eae mendatc ncccssitatcd the ap- 
pliestisn cf the "9pen docr" principle, as in Morcecs. After 
1928,French policy wes directcd inercesingly towerds ccsnomic 
intepration, and en imperial ccson-mic c2nference Neld in 1934-35, 
elthaugh Large ly birren cof schievemcnt, markcd a new French 
attitude towerds impcricl prceblems. Some prsitive stcps were 
taken end teriffs in the non-essinilatcd c2leonies were lLowcred 
to the benefit cf intcr-imperiel trade end rsised ageinst the 
outside world... The power 3f such c3lcnies ts £1x their. own 
rates wes ewstricted in srder tc dircct their tradc tcwards 
Frence. In 1938 the G3vernnent dcnounced the Angl3-rrench 
Conventisn sf 1898,which provided for cquality of sppcortunity 
in certein West African arces. In 19 the French insuguretecd 
a policy sf taxing certain canmoditics, @oe from forcign 
Countrics Wakehn@compcted with similar czloniel commodities in 
order t2 provide financial eid t2 c2lcnial prceducers, but this 
3licy was effective only in cascs where foreign impcrts were 
large in relation t2 c3lcsnial impcsrts. Finally colsniel 
prsducts Were - in gcenersl - cxemptcd from the French quata 
restrictions aftcr their inauguration in 1931, and some cslsnics 
were permitted tc imp> se quantitative restrictisns con foreign 
imports. 2 


es eae 


The Pre-Wer Pattern 3f Tredce 


22. The gencrel pettern cf French trade wes-ncet prectly 
affcctecd by the \Jear 2f 194-16 , but Wes scrisusly disruptcd by 
the w3arld depressicn end by the barricrs tz trede which ercsc 
JuG SE LU. Thus, wherces formerly two-thirds of French cxourts 
were sent t> Eurspe, by 1936 little morc thon heolf 3f them went 
there. The shéere taken by the Unitcd Kingdom, in perticular, 
was affccted by the devéluaticon sf the pound stcrling and the 
teriff war (see perc. 17) end shrank very much during the 1930's, 
althsugh it recovered szmewhet eftcr 1936. Thc Teli: in. wae 
share taken by Germany Was similerly very marked. Gur3zpc had 
always constitutcd by for the mest imosrtent forcien nmerkct fs3r 
French exports | wort,.&S impsssible in the circumstenccs 
to extendtFrcnch sales in sversces fiarcipn cstntri¢sfvery erectly 
Frence was 3bliged t2 recsup hcrsclf fox her lost markets inte” 
Hurspe by diverting cxpsrts tc her cnpirsc, which thus during 
the 1930's incrcsscd its rcletive shere in the French cxpert 
2 trede. Hurspe wes not s& sutstanding as a szurc¢g 2f French 
imports elthcugh important es esaurce cf supply of manufecturcd 
g3cds and 3f czal end c.ke, but cqually durins the 1930's its 
shere 3f French impsrts declincd. During this pericd the French | 
empirc similerly céinc t3 supply én incrcéesin:’ prvpsortiszn 2f 
imports at the expcnse 3f forcign csuntrics. 


Sherc it French tradc 
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imports HxoIrts 


I 
1928 1930 1928 1938 
Hurope 1.3 34, 6h 55 
Other Foreign Ccountrics Lit 49 18 26 


French Oversees territ2rics 14 27 18 27 


B. OTHER CURRENT ITEMS OF THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS* 
Intcrcst end Dividcnds 


235. Before 1914 the lergest "invisible" credit item in Pyence's 
balence cf current peyments wes the intercst cnd dividends 
derived fr3m French investments ebroad. In 1915 the gross 
yield sf such revenues wes over 9 milliard francs (cxpressed in 
1928 gsld velues), which wes ebsut 2ne-third ef the velue if 
merchandise exports, and the net revenuc from this scurce was 
mare than sufficient t2 sffset the pessive balance on merchendisce 
trade transactisns. The subscgucnt fluctueticn in such revenues 
wes considerable. The loss 23% French investments as the result 
of the war 3f 1914-18 and its safterneth (scc pera. a) reduced 
them tz between 2 and 3 millierd franes (1928 21d values). 
During the 1920's fresh investnients were mede by France; the 
yicld fram intercst ard dividends slowly inercesed and by 1929 
had rcached ab2ut 6 millierdad Proncs, which wes, however, even 
then, anlyj,»abcut sne-scventh of the Valuc cf merchandise cxpurts. 
The slum: led tz a sharo fell in their yicld, but frzem 1934 
: onwards unterest and dividends sain incrcased wing t2 world 
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Other Scrviccs 


24. Taurist Expenditure. The tcurist tradc wes 2f cunsidercble 
impsrtence t2 the French economy beforc 1914, and the cxpcnditure 
3f fsreign tourists in France has elwaeys eprcatly excecded thet cof 
French tourists abr3ad. The net yield fron sucn expenditurc 
is known snly imperfectly and estimatcs vary widcly. Before 
the War 2f 1914-18 the net revenue fr2m he gk ar la evcrered abcsut 
5 millisrd francs ennually. During the 1920's Preance derived 
great ecinomic benefit from farcien tourists, canesialiy le 
the pericd of the deprcciatico 2f the franc —- 1921 t2 1926 - 
3Wwing t2 the low ccst 3f living; the cstimatcs siven for the 
years 1925 and 1926 —- the best years = which mey have been put 
S3 high = give a net revenue cf 10 milliard francs, cr verhaps 
one-fifth cf that cf merchandise exports. Subseguently, ba, 
however, the tourist trade was severely hit by the slump and, the 
high cs st of living in. Frencec, em ring the 1930's the revenue 
from tzurists fell ts a mere frac t on 31 its LTarmer. Level. 


25. Shipping Freights, Insurance and Transit. Of these di 
items, shipping freight “is much the mast eee The incs 
fr3m shipping was generelly smaller than that from intcrest na 
dividends 3r t3iurists, althcugh it was larger 1 Se thet derived 
fram the diminished tsurist industry if the 1930's. Bef2re 
191lly the net incsme from shipping averazed abzut 1.600 millicn 
froncs annually. £fter 19168 therc wes a cznsiderable increase 
in the t3annese 3f the French mercantilc méerine fand the net 
income from shipping during the 1920‘s averared sver 35 milliard 


francs ennuelly. The grewth cf the Frencn mercantile marine 
was, h3wever. less repid than thzse 3£ certain cther countries, 
nor was French shippins ever nceotebly cfficicnt. It was assistcd 


by sperating subsidics, which durins the 1930's amsunted in some 
years t3 more than £3 milli3sn, end a very high prcoporticn sf the 
vessels were 314d. During the 1930's the slump and the prolinged 
depressicn in the French export tradc hit French shipping very 
hard, especially as the percentage cf cxperts cearricd in French 
bo ttoms hes alweys bcen much hig sate then that cf imports. 
Subsidics were largely increased, while between 1929 end 1938 the 
grass tonnage sf the French inc rchant flcect (veszels 2f aver 100 
gross tons) fell from 3,379,000 t2 2,903,000 rr3ass T3NnS. As 
the result of the pralsnged depressizn in French shipping, the net. 
income fr3um freights declined end in 1938 3nly am@unted t3 1 
milliard francs (in 1928 gold velues). Peyments 2n eccsunt cf 
reparetisns fram Germeny also ls2med laresée during thc 1920's 
(they geased after 1932); during these ycars such peyments in 
cash together with the velue of those in kind exceeded the nct 
revenue from shipping freights. In the yeers 1927/29, for 
exemple, they averaged between 6 end 7, milliard frenes annually. 


26. Debit Items. Before 1914 the szle debit item cf any 

importance in the French belancc cf current payments was mer- 
chendise imports. During the 1920's, however, Gavernment payments 
on account 2f war debts l2.med lerge: they then averaged abzut 


1,50@ millisn francs ycarly, but Tim neebed after 1928 and ceased 
altogether in 1933. 


ais The expansion 2f Frconch industry after the War 3f 1914-18. 

pe a with the heavy war lasses in manpower and the law birtsn 
icd t3 a big influx 3f fsreign warkers int? France. § As 

; result the remittences scnt home by such workers - unimpartant 

before 191), - beceme 3f considerable importance during kag. 1920's, 
tne ont about 2 millierd francs ennually.  Weieeh fhe slump, ox 
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repatriation{ grestly reduced such payments » end by 1938 -they 
had feller to only 250 millizon francs. 


C. THE CAPITAL ITEMS 


¥., Foreign Investment 


28. Before 1914 Frence wes the second most important creditor 
netion in the world, having become important os a capitel ex- 
porting country méinly efter 1885., It has bcen estimated thet 
in 1914 French investments ebroad amounted to 45 milliard frences, 
including 27.5 millicrds in Hurope. neerly oc helf 3f this being 
invested in Russic. Meny 3f these 1lsans had been placed for 
political reasonsy ond in the uvhcevel caused by the Wer 2f 
1914-18 and "- Subscqucnt defaults, morc then helf were rendered 
worthlicss. 1919 French investixcnts abraad were cstimated 

et only 18 miiiiara frencs (in 1914 ¢31d velues). <Aftcr the 
wer French investors were recluctent t2 erent lang term l3ans in 
view of their peinful cxpcricnces after 1918: neverthc less there 
was e resumptiszn sf foreign investmcnt efter the war, elthsugh 
on nothing like the pre-wer scale ,and much of such capitel was 
repatrieted between 1928 and 1933. It is »orsbevle , however 

thet much of the capite el, which ssugcht saefcty eabraad during the 
perisd sf inflatisn was @ithcr hsardcd in the. form 3f 7314 or 
left in short-terih Ronastte, . zrter the stabilisétian cf the 
frenc in 1928 and until 1931 there wes « further grawth in lsng- 
term capital investment 2n something more Like the pre-war scole, 
but the crisis in thc Unitcd States in 1920 end la ‘ter the dce- 
perturc 3f Great Britein from the esld ste aac rd,y brought this 
movement to an endyend ied t9 a reversal of the trcnds. 


French portfoli- 


oY Calonicl & Forcipn Lanp~-term 


inves tment is 1933, in Millierds of frencs 


Francs Milliards 


Pre-war holdings revalucd ir 1928 
frenes 35 


Cepital subscribed t2 new coloniel 
faiud forcign issues, 1919-28 2. 


Cepitel involved in purchase 3f long-- 
term forcign scecuritics, 1919--28 | 10 


Purchases of f3rcign sccuritics and 
béw issucs for colanics end. abrse 


1928-335 © 22 
72 
Less sale 3f forcign securitics, 1931-33 12 


Total in 1933 


Much of the new investment during the 1920's was political 
rather than purely cconomicg end was designed t2 strengthen the 
position of Prence's eastc allics + Psaland and the Little 


Ententc. The coming sf the werld depression in the 1930's 


on Vik x 


brought this rencwed investment ts an cnd and,althsugh there 
were vcry extensive capitel movecncnts, they werc pred3minently in 
short-term funds or gold movcncnts. It is cqually certain thet 
during the 1930's French investors suffcrcd heavily from the 
extensive defaults 3n forcien lsans by dcbtzrs, especially in 
Central Europc. 


Capitol Mivements end Exchaensc Rat 


29. Movements 3f French short-term ci pitel during the tw 
inter-war dccedes were very csnsidereblec. Durins the War of 
1914-18 the very larce import surplus hed been financcd by 
British end Americen crcdits end, when these ceascd in 1911S, 
tne franc fell in valuc. Subscquently. although in 1920 Frence 


had @€ pessive merchendise trede belance 3f some 20 millisn frencs, 


she wes able t3 meet this situation end t>3 sustoin the veluc of 
the franc by means cf large private credits from abraad 

Between 1920 and 1924 these short-tcri: dcbts were repaid, but tho 
balance 3f current payments was adjustcd withszut invilving 
serisus difficultics. Unfsrtunetcly, however, the budgsctery 
position grew progressively warse es the Freneh gaverniuent's 
noapes 3f finencing reconstructicn sut 23f reockute frim Germany 
were nat reslised. Eventuelly in 1925 this lcd tz an inflatis- 
nery situetisn and there was e«& revid fall in thc value 3f the 
franc. This in turn.led t3 a flight from the frenc, French 
capitsel being cxpsortcd abroad far saicty. The frenc, hswever, 
was ultimately stabiliscd dc fect2 in 1926, virsorczus meesures 
having been teken by the Pcinceré cdministreticn for the rests3- 
retisn 3f the finences. It wes undcrvalucd is rclatison t2 
3ther currencics, end, bcczusc sf the csantinucd cit 3f shurt~ 
term funds fram FPrenece swine t3 a deSirc t2 cscape the high 


texaticn impcsed by the budesct eee Ieee this undcrveluati3n was 
enabled t2 c2ntinue. By the cnd 2f 1928 Prench balanccs ebraed 


amsunted t3 some 58 millierd frencs, 2f ahd ch the Benk of Fyance 
held absut 27 millieards end the Trcecesury nessa 10 milliards. 
Moreover, 3ut 3f consideration for the intercsts of 3ather ccntreal 
Denne s the Benk 3f Frence hed hcsitctcd t2 csanvert its h3ldings 
ints gold. But, with the legal stabilisation cf the franc ib 
1928 et 124.21 francs t3 the pound stcrling, french short- nageeen 
capital exports ceased. During the next four ycars tncsc snort 
term balanccs were rcpatriated,. and there wes a massive ere 
3% g3ld, much bigecr in scale than the forcign lending undertaker 
by Frence during these years. As e« rcsult Frenen gild holdings 
becefic unhcalthily large. There Wes still further repatriation 
of whet wes left 2f thesc short-term funds in 1932, while the 
Bénk 3f France wes able t2 canvert int3 cold whet remained sf 
its holdings in fzrcign exchange. These inwerd capital and 
ge3ld movements in 1932 ser more then coampcnsetecd far the pro- 
pressive withdrewal sf the forcicn dep3sits, which had scught 
refuge in France after the devaluation 3f stcrling end sther 
currencies in 1931. Capitel end ge2ld mavements were 3n a much 
smaller scele in 1933 and 1934, but by 1935 thc internal credit 
Situetion had deteriszretedyand ecxp2rts 2f cevital recommenced. 
In 1936 the protrected deflaticn brought abzut scrisus social 
unrest and thc withdrewal 3f capitel wes accclcrated by fears 
oP a left-wing @lectoral victary end passible dcvaluatisn. 
Betwecn April and June the Bank 3f Francc 13st merce than 2l 
milliards 3f g3ld and forcign cxchanerc. Althsugh the Popular 
Front government did n3t wish t3 develuc, the flight 3f capital 
continued and by the cutumn devaluati2zn had become inevitable. 
In Oct3ber,-therefsre, the valuc of the fréne was reduced ts... 
105 francs tc the >ound Sterling. This dcvaéluati3zn took place 
as \part 2f the s3-celled Tripartite Monc¢tary Agreement of ment 
Se tember 20, 1936, an informal Beroe bu ment between Greet mEaEeen 


6. 


* France and the U.S.A., whieh provided for co-operation in the 
technical operation of the stabilisation (or exchange equalisation) 
funds of the three countries, All three governments undertook 
inter alia to act together, in order to avoid "ss fer as possible 
any disturbance of the basis of internetional exchanges resulting 

x from the proposed readjustment of the franc, The agreement was 
Still in force at the outbreak of war in 1939 despite the further 
devalueations of the franc in 1937 and 1938 (see be low). Owing 
to dislike of the Popular Front government in business circles 
and to the drastic Social legislation, especially the forty- 
hour week, confidence was not restored and the flight of capital 
from France was not arrested. In 1947 there was & further fell 
in the franc, Finally the successors of the Blum Government 
embarked on &@ reversal of the previous policy 


and in May 1938 the franc was finally sta- 


bilised at 179 francs to the pound. This policy proved success- 
ful and soon there was a steady repatriation of capital from 
abroad, 

D. Conclusion <& Prospects 


30. The acute and prolonged depression during the 1930's tended 
to hinder what was probably the most significant development in 
the French economic structure during the two-inter-War decades, 
namely the growth of industrialisation and in particular of the 
capital goods industries. The effect of this industrial erowth 
upon France's export trade during the inter-war period was, as 
has been indicated, considerable. French textiles and luxury 
goods steadily diminished in relative importance, while the pro- 
portion of capital goods exported to total exports revealed 2 
Steadily expanding tendency even during the 1930's. In commer 
cial policy France's most important contribution to the new 
commercial prectices of the 1930's was her introduction and 
development of the guota as a means of regulating and controlling 
imports. French commercial methods during the 1930'S were less 
novel - snd hence less interesting - than those of Germany. 
Nevertheless the quota system,which she initiated, did become @ 
very important method of commercial defence during that decade, 


31. From 1940 to 1944 French trade wes dominsted by Germany; 

nearly all French non-imperial exports went, to Germany and, 42s 

with all other occupied countries of Europe, a large clearing 

balance accumulated qm Berlin to the credit of France, The 

volume of French trade with the outside world dropped to a low 

level, but imports from the African possessions wave fairly well 

Sustained until November 192. Thus France lost a large part of 

her traditional markets. The capecity of her industry (which hed 

already been affected by the long depression) to compete in world 

markets haS been lessened by war damege and by the difficulty 

during the war years of replacing out-of-date equipment and of 

maintaining plant, although certein branches of industry which 

were developed by the Germans are in satisfactory condition. The 

cconomic dislocetion of the post-liberation period and the 

: difficulty of returning to an equilibrium of prices and wages, 

ued —sdded to ie denetwene coal shortage and persistent transport 

| difficulties, have made the resumption of France's export trade 

very difficult. Her traditional exports of guality goeds will be 

hindered, as in the 1930's, by the restrictions which most . 

countries will probably place at first on the import of luxury 

. goods, and,while the export possibilities of her iron and steel 

: industry are great, in epale » Speen them. France must 
Soa from German Worcover, (Mer _inyisible exports)will be 
sssened throug oss of freight revenue, te er Shipping | 

losses can be made up, and the lucretive tourist traffic cannot 

be expected to recover immediately. Reparations are, em as yet,¢ 
incolculeble fector. Nevertheless Pruence must needs” import. 

large quantities 


of raw materials, manufactures 
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» 16 « 
and foodstuffs for the restoration of her standase of living and 
for purposes of reconstruction, so that she will be faced with i 
heavy adverse balance for some years to come. The -recent 
devaluation of the franc to the rate of 480 to the pound for 
France, North Africa snd the Antilles (the old rate of 200 being 
maintained in the French Pacific Possessions and 9 rate of 282, 35 
fixed for the rest of the Empire) should make possible the 
resumption of exports. But it remains to be seen whether this 
rate can be maintained and whether'the high costs of production 
in France can be brought down. The incidence upon costs and 
productive efficiency of the programme of nationalization of 
industry must also be taken into account. 


32. While France has come out of the war ihn a better position 
than the United Kingdom es regards gold and foreign investments 
end indebtedness, she is faced with the necessity of borrowing 

in order to finance her import programme. She has adhered to 
the Bretton Woods Agrecment,but is hoping for economic essistonce 
if she is to fulfil her obligetions under it. she will in any 
case be forced to exercise strict control over imports for some 
years to come, although agricultural specialisation may lead to 
some modification of the former restrictions on cereal imports. 
Her general tariff policy will clearly depend upon world economic 
conditions, #wé@ on international arrangements, and also on the 
political complexion of her Government. 


| Research Department, 
25th January, 1944, Foreign Office, 
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Imports 


A. From Foreign Countries. 


TABLE I Enincipeal French Imp3rts and Exports 1935 


Tatal Value (in theus. frencs) 


) 


smm3dities Percent 2f tital 
reign imports 


Csal and cske 


Raw W30l 
Petroleum 
Rew Csott3n end 


Linters 


Machinery 


Oilseeds 


Fresh, dried and 
preserved fruits 


Coffec 


Chemical products 


Metal Products 


Rew Hides and 
Skins 


Timber 


Wosdpulp 


L222 


{-/ 


13 


6.6 


5.2 


220 


2.0 


9 


1.8 


15. 562,411 | 


Chic Supplying 
ccuntrics. 
sbarc in Imports. 


U.Ke 173 + 
Gernany 1/3 + 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/3 


Austrelia + 
Argentina 1/10 + 


Irag 1/3 + . 
U.S.A. = 


U.S.A. 2 
Eeypt =z 


Germany 1/3 + 
UsKe: LZ 
Switzerland 1/10 
U;SiA. U79 =: 


British India 1/3 
Areentina 4 


Spain 1/3 + 

Itely 1/10 

Spanish Mor3ces 1/7 
. end Canaries 


Brazil + + 


LK, 14S 

Germany 1/5 
Belgium-Luxcmburg 1/5 
U.S.A. 1/6 


U.S.A. df20 
Germany 1/3 + 
U.K. $710 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 


U.S.A. + 
Canada 1/3 


Sweden 1/5 
Finland + 
U.8.8.R. 1/5 


Sweden + - 
Finland 1/10 + 
\ 


Principal French Exports © 


A. T9 Foreign Countrics 


one 


— = -@ 


Totel velue (in thous. frencs) 10,582,807 . : 


Commnidities Perccntage of total Ohier: *.. 
e exports to forcign Countries sf destination 
csuntries Sharc taken by, 
Iron and stcel PR 1K. 1/7 *: eee ae 
Products  I[tely 1/6 


Gcrmany 1/7 7 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 - 
Switzerland 1/10 - 


Raw Wool | 6.3 Belgium-Luxemburg = + 
Germany. 1/6 - 
U.K. 1/6 = 
‘ | : Czcch2slavakia 1/7 
Chemical Prsducts 5.5 Belgium-Luxemburg 2/3 - 


Switzerland 1/10 + 
| Netherlands 1/10 4 


Silk and rayon 
manufactures Pete | UK, 3/3: + 
U.8.4;: 2710 + 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 - 
Ores 3f e811 kinds 4.0 Belgium-Luxemburg 3 
Gcrmany = - 


Mechinery 3.9 Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 + 
end numersus sther 
c3untrics bsth in 
Eurazpe and in sther 
continents. 


Raw hides and skins Fe. Germany 1/5 + 
U.8.,As -21/73::+ 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/ 
U.K. 1/10 - 
Netherlands 1/20 - 
Italy 1/10 


Ce-cals | ; a Uik. 275 %+ 
Italy 1/5 - 
Belgium-Luxemburg 1/10 . 


= Motsr vehicles and ‘ 

parts So ‘Belgium-Luxemburg 1/5 - 
’ Switzcrlond 1/10 i 
F Spain 1/10 + 


a Wine 362 U.K. 1/3 - 
| | he Switzerland 1/10 . 
a Belgium—Luxemburg 1/10 +. 


_ -* Toole end Metel ; 
Ee. BRRSUONS 2.6 - 


'. A. To Foreign Countrics (contd. ) 


Cammodities Percentare of t3atel Chief 


exports t3 forcign Countrics 3f destination 
csuntries sharc taken by: 
W231 yarn 242 Bcolgium-Luxemburg 1/3 


: Netherlands 1/3 - 


Spirits 2.0 Usk If 5 
U.S.4.: 277. - 
Sweden 1/10 - 


Silk and rayon si7 Switzerland + 
yarns Germany 1/7 
irgentina 1/10 + 
is Italy 1/10 
Ushs rau = 


Coal and coke Le? Switzerland ¢ - 
Itoly 1/6 
Belgium-Luxecmburg 1/10 + 


Catton yarn 1.5 Belgium-Luxcmburg 1/3 + 
Germany 1/10 +# 
Roumania 1/10. 
Switzerland 1/10 = 


~B, To French overscas territsrics 


Titel veluc (in thous. francs) 


Cimmsdities Percentsse of tatel Chief Cauntrics sf 
| exports to French destination 
a territsrics Share taker by: 
Cstton Manufectures 126% Algerie 1/3 + 


Tunisia 1/7 
Ind3s-China 1/5 
French West Africa 1/10 + 


Crude and refined 6.2 Algeria > + 
sugar M5rsccs 1/3 

Motor vehicles and | 5.9 Algeria $+ - 
parts Morsces 1/10 + 

T531s and Metal 5.8 Ligerie 1/3 + 
Products Maroces 1/10 + 


‘THdo-China 1/10 + 
Tunisie 1/10 


Machinery 5.7 Algeria 4} -- 
: Ind3s-China 1/10 
4 : Tunisia 1/10 

Moroce3 1/10 - 
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Iron and Stecl Algeria ¢ - 
Producter . Qaw ; Ind3-China 1/6 
Chemical Products  By6 Algeria 3 + 
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ee: 
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TABLE II 


SHARE IN EXPORTS 


Algeria 
United Kinedam 
Belgium-—Luxemb urg 
Switzerland 
U.S.A 
Germany 
| Netherlands 
Tunisia 
Ind3-China 


Algeria 

U.S.A. : | 
United Kingdom 
Germany 
Belgium—-Luxemburg 
Indo-China 

French West Arrice 
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SHARE IN IMPORTS 


Cauntrics sf Orig 


Destination by Principal Countrics 


Per Cont 
L929 1933 
5.6 17.6 
PE ae 9.1 
Lu. uy 11.6 
6.8 Bs-7 
6.7 3.6 
9.5 9.3 
260 & Fue 3 
Ze Zaft 
be PR 2.0 


12.44, 
11.6 


= 
\N 
OY 


MH Wl ovul Or 
MMe OUW 


Per Cent 
1929 19535 1938 
10.4 i24:3 Liat 
10.0 SB. 7 teQ 
11.4 10.3 6.9 
6.7 , 6.3 6.9 
Liz 2,8 TR 5 
Léa. x 363 


B. 


Cammodities 


Spirits 


From French Oversees tcrritsrics 


Total value of Imports (in thous. of Froncs) 


382, 840 


Percentarc 3f if totel 
c3lsnial l imports 


21.6 
15.2 


LO. 3 


4 


~O 


Shere prabided by 
chicf supplicrs 


ilereria practically all 


ilecria 1/3 
Moraccs 1/5 
Tunisie 1/5 
Indo-China = 


VJ : 3 
French ‘/est Africa 3 


Martinique 1/3 «= 
Réuni3szn 1/3 
Guadelsupe 1/5 


Algcria $ + 
Martinique 1/5 
Guadeloupe 1/5 


Inds-Chine all 


T2 French sverse erritories (conta. ) 


I 


Commoditics Percentersc sf ‘Chicf 
exports to ign Countrics of destinetin 
countrics Sherc teken by 


Perfume end soaps 220 + 
Paper 1.8 


Rubber manufactures 


COMMERCIAL BALANCE 


France oversees 

Industrial Hurspean 
countries (U.K.. 
Belgium,Switzerland, 
Italy) 

Germany 

Usbehc 

Other Countries 


Belence sf F3reign trade 


Balence 3f external trede, 
foreign countries + 
Frencc overseas 


TABLE 


rag 


1911/13 . LOAG/S7 
averapc averarc 
in Millions 3f frenes (rce-valucd in 
 poldevalues;: 1926 francs) 

+ 30 - 919 -2,041 

+ 5,307 + 564 + Be 

= Tae - 647 ~1,068 

- 2,265 -1,290 “1,475 

- 10,363 -ly 275 -6, 360) 

- 8,29 -5, 648 ~8,552 
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Commandant de’Sibour of French Migistry 
of Agriculture to Mr, Herbert-Smith. | 
- Capitaine Bur is not attached to French Buying 
Mission in South Aner ica. 
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Dear Department, 


Your Z. fe of 22nd November about Cap$taine 
Bur. The information in the telegram from the Ministry of 


Food to which you refer came from here and was given to 
Herbert-Smith, the Ministry of Food representative (who as 

you know, is now on the staff of the Commercial Department) 

by Commandant de Sibour, attached at the time to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and now Liaison Officer with the French on 

the British Army staff. We can, therefore, say that quite 
definitely there is something against the man. We can also 
say that he is not attached, either officially, or unofficially, 
to the French Buying Wission in South America although it is 
possible he may so represent himself. 


Yours ever, 
COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Officéd, 
S.W.1l. 
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I understund that the French Ambasgsader is coming 
to see the Secretary of State this morning. I imagine 
that M. Massigli is prebably coming to discuss the 
Moscew meeting, but he may perhaps raise the questien 
eof coal for France from the Ruhr in regard to which 
fFhere have been a geod many references in the newspapers 
recently. 


Put shertly the position on this is that a few days 
ago the French Embassy snet us a long,reasoned Nete 
setting out the complaints of the French Government atmdw 
the short-deliveries from the Ruhr, emphasising the 
vital impertance te France of ceal supplies during the 
coming winter and requesting H.M.G. to summen a meeting 
in Lendon in the near future of French and British 
experts at which the whole pesition sheuld be explered. 
M. Massigli went to see the Chanceller of the Duchy of 
Lancaster yesterday to talk ever the whole question 
with him. We suggested that the Chanceller should 
adopt as sympathetic an attitude as pessible to the 
French and that he should agree in principle to summon 
and preside over the suggested meeting. Subsequently 
I saw M. Massibli and gathered from him that he was well 
satisfied with his talk with Mr. Hynd. The latter had, 
Igathered, agreed to summen the meeting and te preside 
over it himself. 


In the circumstances I think all that is necessary, 
if the French Ambassador raises the matter with the 
Secretary of State,i _vhe latter te express sympathy 
with the French and/H.M.G.‘'s desire te help as far as 
practicable. He might, however, indicate to M:.Massigli 
that the suggestiens in the French press that we have 
been deliberately making things difficult for the French 
for political reasons are not only of course quite 
unfeunded but not calculated te improve the admosphere. 


Perhaps, toa the Secretary of State would agree te 
write to the Chancellor of the Duchy of Langaster on - 
the lines of the attached draft. This will put our 
position on record. 


Hheoy ret 


a 
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Sth December, 1945. 


AMBASSADE DE FRANCE 
A LONDRES. 


hMionsieur le Secrétaire ad? 


i@ permuets de vous adaresser, 
au sujet des livraisons a la France de charbons de 
randum fait eta instructions odressces, d’une part au représen= 
tent francais oi: ore ique a Be nN, iionsicur Sergent, 
et dautre ein | ; : 


de = 7 . _ s >) ‘> 1% 
G 10n muy OpDceIiMme au Ons 


loin a7é tre execute en 
perspectives de decent 1¢ sont pas non plus encourag 
7appeler votre att 
: Ltuation sur l’économie frangais Le 

francais v: tre obligé d’imposer des restrictions 
si sévares & la cons aunatien de L’électricité qu consommateurs 
ne disposent pas, a l’heure actuelle, de plus d’énergie qu’au cours 
des plus mauvaises semaines de l’hiver dernier, Il est évident gue si 
cette situation devait se slang, be il serait vain d’espcrer gue le 
redressement de l’économie francai si heureus enent aMorce » put 
poursuivre, Il faudrait meme s ndre au contraire, 


Jussi vous serais-je particulierexent a a in= 
VGRIL, Uitte LO Les ih samewUescompeventes afin ter | 
1? exainen i de dégager ‘les metnodes grace auxcuel= | 
les les expéditions des charbons de la Ruhr a destination de la 
France pourront reprendre dans des conditions satisfaisantes, 


A cet Cgard, il conviendrait d%une part que Sir Perey Mills 


The Hight Hon, Ernest BEVIN, FC.,5 li.P. 
Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de Sa iM fajesté 


pour les Affaires Etrangéres 


veuaibae sees] étudiat de trés prés avec Monsieur Sergent les demandes francgaises et 
: les appuyat de son autorité, Par son mémorandum en date du 27 novembre 
le Foreign Office a bien voulu donner @ cette Ambassade des assurances 

relatives au volume totel des expéditions des charbons de la Ruhr, Au 
cours de sa séance du 4 décen abr! y l’?Organisation Européenne du Charbon 
a adopté une résolution dans le méme sens, Le Gouvernement francais 
attache un prix particulier a ce que cette question, gui fait l’objet 
du paragraphe 9 du mémorandum ci-annexc, recoive une solution satisfai- 
sante, 


Il apperait, d’autre part, trés opportun de Se La. reunion 
a Londres des personnalites trancaises | mr 3 
7etudier les moyens de realiser des conditions de transport satis- 
isantes en ce cui concerne 1’expédition des charbons de la Ruhr a 
ination de la France, | 
Je vous serais particuliérement reconnaissant 
avec laquelle vous voudrez bien examiner ces divers 
d’une importance vitale pour 1*économie francaise, /, 
Veuillez agréer, lionsieur le Secrétaire d’Etat, les assurances 
tres haute consideration, 


re, 
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sur les fournitures de Charbon de la RUER 


ai la FRANCE wu 


1, Aux preniers jours de Dece: bre 1945, la situation charbonniere de tha 
France se présente de facon extrémenent grave, A un moneht ot, 4 la suite 
d’une sécheresse exceptionnelles la production d’électricite d’oricine hy- 
draulique est tambée a un niveau anozmalement bas, et ou, par consequent, 
la consommation de charbon par les centrales themntques s’éleve de 1.25,000 
Tonnes environ @ plus de 700.000 Tonnes par mois, le ralentiss enent wages es 
tions déja insuffisantes est venu mettre en péril la vie méme du Pays, OC? 
ainsi que les stocks de charbon des centrales de la Region rorisienne s 
tombés a deux jours et demi de marche, et cue le Gouvernement a 

& prendre des décisions extrénement graves et notamnent 1%arrét santana 
jours par semaine de toutes les industries non prioritaires, 


4 


Ze Lo..chute des importations affecte a la fois les expéditions amnéricaines 
et celles de la Ruhr, Pour les premieres, il y a la wne conséquence de la 
créve des mineurs du mois d’Octobre, et, en principe, le retard qui a dfail- 
leurs effecté dans une plus ou moins larce mesure tous les Pays de 1’Europe 
Cccidentale, mais qui dépasse 300,000 Tonnes pour la France, doit étre rate 


* 


trapée dans les mois a venir. 


De Tout autre est le cas de la Ruhr, Pendant le mois d’Octobre, sur une al-= 
location totale de charbon allemand pour la France me a Sere. & 281.500 
Tonnes, Sarre incluse, les chargenents n’ont pas dépassé 222,400 Tonnes, alors 
que le pourcentage de réalisation du programme était de e 100% pour le Luxen= 
bourg et de plus de I00% pour la Hollande et la Belgique, En Novembre, sur 
une allocation totalede charbon allemand de 404,000 Tonnes, la France devai 
recevoir 313.000 Tonnes de la zone britannique ( Ruhr, Aix-la-Chapelle et 
Cologne): & la date du 27 novenbre, 176.000 tonnes seulement avaient été 
chargées dont IT,.000 par rail; le chiffre correspondant pour le mois tout 
tier serait de I9I.000 Tonnes, soit 61% de 1’allocation alors que la moyenne 
générale de réalisation du programme parait devoir dépasser 80%; ajoutons 
gue le chiffre des arrivaces est bien inférieur 4 celui des chargements et 
qu’au 27 Novembre, nous n’avions pacore recu que 68,800 Tonnes malgré une 
forte accélération des arrivaces dans les derniers jours, Les perspectives 
de Décentre ne sont, jusqu’a présent » guere plus encourageantes: d’ume part, 
& la suite d’une décision du Directoire Economique de Berlin, le total des 
exportations allemandes vers tous les pays membres d’ECO a été réduit de -. 
I.200.000 Tonnes. & 900,000 Tonnes et, par suite, l’allocation de charbon de 
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la Ruhr pour la France n’est plus que de 198.500 Tonnes au lieu de 313,000 
Tonnes; d’autre part, les autorités chargées du transfert dans la zone brig 
tannigue ne veulent nous expédier sur cette quantite que 62.500 Tonnes par 
rail, le reste devant enprunter la voie d’eau et, par suite, n’arriver au con 
sommateur francais que dans un délai assez long, 


Lie ECO a reconnu le bien-fonde des plaintes de la France en ce oui concerne 
l’effet particulicrement grave de cette carence et a demandé aux autorités 

de la zone britanniaue d’accorder une priorité aux expéditions pour la France, 
7abord = par télégrammne daté du 7 novenbre = pour les expéditions de Noven- 

bre ensuite =— par télégramme du 22 Novembre = pour Décenbre, On vient de voir 
que, malgré cette demande, le programme de transport par rail a eté reduit 
ubstantiellanent en Décembre, 


Se scl. obstacle a la realisation inicgrale des allocations a? ECO 


a des Sree por tse En effet, la production totale de cnarbon de la 
e 


Oran. 


MaLHSenen t dy 
millions de Tonnes par mois et les stocks gui dépassent 6.000.000 de ‘onnes 
s’accroissent régulitrenent, Cependant la @ifficulté seuble n?&tre 
cénérale gue 1’on pourrait le croire puisgue le pourcentazge de 
des progranmes est bien plus élevé pour a’ autres pays que pour 


Ruhr et du bassin d’Aix, et de bricuettes de Colocne, depass 


en fait, L’interruption prescue totale des sexnéditic 

dcBay duwors de Novembre rés e dime decision des auto} 
~ tannigue, decision motivee par ces, an : It : 
> ete dailleurs se comme il : g gue la surance 
n’ourait pas renpli ses obligations cl 

la decision de Berlin de “redure Le tonnace s exporté PAliena t 

Tonnes &@ 900.000 Tonnes a été aussi justifice par l*impossibiliteé de trans 

ter un tonnage supérieur, 


6. Pour clarifier ces cuestions de transport, des réunions d’experts de dif} | 
férents pays ont cté organisees par ECITO a a Bruxelles et a Essen, La premiere 


de ces reunions a constaté de maniéere formelle que les Chemins de Fer Francais 
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availent rempli leurs obligations de maintien du pool de wagons de la zone 
Sritannique, c’est-a-dire quilts” AVSIeNt-Tenvoye det France autant de wagons 
qwils avaient regus, En outre, un supplément de 5.700 wagons a ete sorti de 
France vers la zone britannique, supplément qui, 4 lui seul, a raison de I8 
Tonnes par wafon ct pour une rotation é@m I8 jours, devrait suffire a transport 
de la Ruhr vers la France 1.0.000 Tonnes de charbon par mois; le supplement 
» | mrs £ ™ ~ : Mas a 
s’accroit en-ce moment de 670 nouveaux wagons, soit 30.000 Tonnes par mois, 


— 


7e A la réunion d’Essen, tenue le 27 novembre, les experts ont reconnu 


qe 


d’autre part cue le débit possible des voies ferrées était supérieur a celui 


prévu au programme de transports de Décembre et cu’il serait possible d’auge 

menter le tonnage exporté de la zone britannique vers les pays situés 4 

1?Ouest du Rhin de 4.20.000 Tonnes par MOLS 9= soit I5 trains par jour, dont 

4. via Herbestal, a travers la zone britannique et 11 via Rena Agen, & travers . 

leszones francaise. et américaine , Il est possible qu’iume reunion — 
elefeld et dont nous ignoronS encore les résultats oit abouti & des con-= 

clusions analogues en ce gui concerne les transports vers les ga situees 


1’Est du Rhin, Quoi qu? il en soit, le Gouvernegent Francais est oret a 
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117 un nor A hn effort et a exporter un tonnage suj ppLen entaire de was wagons 
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pour tirer parti dés dis; OT biITves” de transport FeConnues Sar les expert tSe 


Ces derniers” One? stl Tears reconnu que si Le programme par Tor PESTALE Lixé 


a moins de 140.000 Tomes par mois sur la France, celle-ci serait fondée a rem. 
tirer le nombre corr espondant de wagons par non-compensation & ses frontiéres 
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eae cela, : il resu lte que la France estine avoir fait 
pour sure 2 aeme se reeeres toutes “ses atie catto ns; 
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franchise et var contact dire s causes de cette divere 
—- 
es mesures 
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La. ite é ; 3 initiative @t¢ sous la 


nent ministériel britam ata Miree des atraires aL Leman 
ON, i | participer Lé: 
les deux pays que, au Directoire des { 
utorités chaz et ar sport ts en zone brita: 
France, | pourraie n outre utilenent fisurer un 
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le D’ autre. part, les conclusions de la réunion d’Essen doivent lo iquement 
conduire a un relévement imédiat de le part de charbon allemand réserveée & 
exportation, la décision du Directoire Economique gui 1’a réduite a 

900.000 Tonnes prévoyant expresséement qu’il s%acit LA d’un chiffre provisoire 
et que l’apparition de toute nouvelle possibilii 6é de tronsport doit entrai- 
ner le retour au chiffre de I.200.000 Tonnes, Aussi, le Gouvernenent Frangais 
a=t=-1il instruit son representant au Directoire Econanique aa pprocher son 
collegue britannique pour cue soit affectée a 1’? exportation la Marge dé capas 
cité de transport qui festerait disponible une fois qu’aurait été rattrapé le 
retard du programme britannique, Le Gouvernenemt francais espere que le Minis 
tére Britannique charge desl affaires alenandes voudra bien donner des instruc= 
tions dans le méme sens @ son représentant au Directoire Economique et aux 
Autorites de la zone britannique, 
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LO. En ce qui concerne la repartition des tonnages supplémentaires qui 
pourraient @tre’ ainsi évacucés vers 1’Ouest du Rhin psi certains pays fournise 
sent des moyens de transport supplémentaires, la délégation francaise & ECO 
demandera gu’elle soit réservée aux pays aqui auront % fournir cet effort et en 
outre qu?il soit tenu compte de la situation extrémement grave de 1’ approvi- 


Sionnement de la France en charbon, 
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The Chancellor of 
the Duchy of 
Lancaster. 
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I understand that you have already seen 28 
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copy of the French Ambassador's note of- 


5th December about the export of coal from the 


British Zone to France and that you have in 


fact already discussed it with M. Massigli him- 
self. 

There is no doubt that this unexpected 
failure to provide the French with the coal to 
which they are entitled under their allocations 
has come as a serious blow to tkhe—#rench ham 
aathorities. The enclosure to the Ambassador's 
note describes the effect which the shortage 
is having on production and we are, moreover, 
being accused in some quarters in France of 
having deliberately engineered it for political 
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in 
purposes, 


bear on the French Government to come into line 


We 


with the other three Powers about Germany. 
need not perkeps take these allegations too 


seriously, but they are a measure of the 


Paychological effect of the unexpected 
of delifvert eS. 

I feel sure that the French suggestion that 
you should summon and preside over a meeting of 
experts to go into thése transport difficulties 
is the best thims that could be done in the 


circumstances. They will be able to air their 
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(2 134928/103/17). 


T anderpetanc that have Glready seen ® copy 


or the Prench Ambeseador's note of Sth “ecember shout 
the export of cosl from the Sritish cone to "renee ané 


thet you have in fact already discussed it vith Nonsieur 
Wossigii himgelf. 


There ig no éoubt that this anexvected feilare 
to vrovide the French with the conl to waiech they 
are entitled under their slloecetions hen come 3s & 
serious blow to theme The enelosnre *o the imbasaacor's 
note ceseribes the effect uhich the shortage is heving 
on production @nd we are, morPeover, beings ®Saecusea in 
gOme quarters 1B Yrence of heving delibersxtely encineered 
it for »oliticel pupposes, in particu#l«r in omer to 
bring pressure to beer on the French Govermment ‘9 come 
into line with the other three Potters nbont Germ ny. ve 
need not take these sllegations too seriously, buat 
they are © mecssnre Of the vaycholorcicel effect of tre 
unexmected short-fell in deliveries. 


I feel sure thet the Prench saggestion thet 
you shonlé susmon and presice over 2 meeting of experts 
to go into these transport difficulties is the best 
thet conlé be done in the cireunsgtenceses “hey will be 
able .o air their crievances “t this meeting end it 
will be »sossfble to find ont what exactiy hes been 
ressoneible for the delays, anc to nrovicdie nx solntione 


“he Right Honourable Crrent lates 


de Be Hynd» He. P. s 
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_ \. . CONTROL OFFICE 99M 7 
° . c XY FOR GERMANY AND AUSTRIA, | 
a NORFOLK HOUSE, 


ST. JAMES’S SQUARE, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Your ref: (Z 13422/103/17). 


December 1915. 
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Thank you for your letter of 10th December about 
the export of coal from the British zone to France. 

When I met the French Ambassador last week he 
reiterated the difficulties set out in his Note of 
5th December, a copy of whicn he nad sent ine. 
Massigli stressed that a breakdown in the supply of 
electricity would inevitably lead to strikes and wide- 
spread discontent which he was afraid might be exploited 
politically but he did not argue the question of wagons 
and was auite é¢ontent to leave this to a meeting between 
the French officials and ourselves. 

I fully agree with you that this is a matter 
where we and the French should meet round the table 


and see what each side can do to resolve the difficulties 


which have caused the short-fall in deliveries, and I 


informed M. Massigli that I would arrange this anc 
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would. preside personally over the meeting, with 
representatives of our Control Commission from Germany 


in attendance as well as representatives of other 


Government Departments here. 


5 


Lt had hoped that our first inceting would be held 


this week but I understand the French officials will 
probably not be able to leave for a few days. As soon 
as we can get together I can assure you I will do my 


best to find a solution. 


the Rt.Hon. E. Bevin, M.P., 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Downing Séréeete |. <=. 7.4, 
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1Sth wecetihaer 1045. 


iour Lmmelienay, 


With reference to Your Aneellency’s Sete S0,87t 
ov She Sth Megember on the et of deliveries ef 
etn), fram She Rube te Premee, i hewe *he honour 
te eteate that, of i wumderetena tour Execliency ie 
wre, aPprengemente here been made io o 
Mmoeting betecen Prengh end british caperts to 
take pheoe #6 12 tetie om Friday, fist Secenber, «t 
the Contreal Office for Germenpy end sustria 
(Nert'olhk Homme) under the chelemenehiy of the 
Chuteclior of the Guehy of Lonorater. i hope thet 
wide weeting #411 feeiiiiete om early ent catiarectery 
*olution af thie comliceted problem. 


i heve the honour te be, vith the highest 
come lier eticn., 
Sour bmoellencr's obedient © ervent, 
iver Bre A@bles,; 


(Sd.) F. R. HO 


Gia &xooelleny 
Homalew kont Seenigii, 
CRE os GtGes tSea 
Se Cariten Gerdene, 
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PUALIONW LPP ICE, & HL. 


Sth Secetiher 14s. 


iour A poedlienay, 


With reference to Yow Aneellency's Aote So.878 

a? ‘he Sth Megember on the re% of deliveries ct 
ean), tram “he hub te Premee, 4 howe “he honour 

te etefte that, ae i wmderatemd’ Tour *xecllency ia 
ahrendy avare, erprenagemente heve been made ior a 
Seting betecen Prench oma british caperte to 

Goake pheooe #8 1] tetie om Fridey, fist Seeenber, «t 
the -mitrealh Office for Germengy ond sastria 

(Hori ohk tewne, wider the chelrmeonshiy ef the 
Chatoelior of the Guchy of Lonoenter. i hope thet 
Wile weeting ©4123 feeiiiiete om early end catiaractory 
*eolution ef thie complicated »roblen. 


i hewe the honewr te be, with the highest 
Your imoellencr’s ebedient © ervent, 
iz or Pye ttle; 


(S$d.) F. R. HO 


Gia %xoollen:y 
Homniewr Reomt Seaeigii, K.5.1., 
thee, CBee, #ECe» 
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Z 13422/108/17 
[EN CLAIR] DEPARTIENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


NO, 2984 SAVING 18th December, 1945, 


VVVVVVV 
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liy despatch No, 2214 |of December 15th: French propas 
for meeting between British and French experts to discuss 
deliveries of coal from the Ruhr to France]. 


Meeting has been arranged for 11 a.m on Friday 
December 2ist, at Norfolk House under chairmanship of 
Chancellor of Duchy of Lancaster, You ay wish to be 
represented by Fraser or Kernick, but we leave entirely 
to you deGision as to whether or not anyone attends from 
the Embassy. 


9. Above is in confirmation of Simpson's telephone 
conversation with Godfrey. 
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Allocation of coal for France, 
With reference to Paris telegram 1321(213206/103/17) 


‘ide and 1323 (Z13207/103/17), outlines points of which h 
Nemuher } Z 13469/103/1¥%wishes Mr.Duff Cooper to be informed. ‘ 


FROM J Eaton Griffith 
Ministry of Fuel and 
Power to Mr.Warner | 

7th December ,1945 


Dated 


Received | 
in Reetstiry 


10th December ,1945. 
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London, S.W.1. 


Dear Warner, 4 | eat 


F) -2oOb 


When talking to Ronald last .night I had not see 
Mr. Duff Cooper's telegrams 1 and 1323. 242707 FP . 2 


In view of these telegrams I imagine you will.wish to 
keep Mr, Duff Cooper informed, if you have not already done 
so, on the lines explained orally to you. You will remember 
that the main points I made were:- Viges 


(a) Whatever may prove to be the rights or the wrongs of 
the wagon position, which at the manent is by no means 
clear, it is the fact that France received from the 
Ruhr in November only 69% of their allocation as 
x with an average to all liberated areas of 


(b) I had personally been seized with the importance of the 
acute French coal position and had.put myself out to 
let them see this and to help wherever possible, 


(c) As one of the main French difficulties arose from the 
drying up of their hydro-electric power, U.K. had 
offered to make available within the next week or two 
10,000 tons of coal of the quality which could be used 
direct for the generation of electricity. If necessary, 
thia. tity would be over and above the U.K. coal 

eady ted to France by E.C.0O. for December 
rival. | 


E.R, Warner, Esq,, ~ P.T.0. 


. AR 
Foreign Office, ——0 g 
Se We de —. 


ieee 4 


(ad) I took Messrs. Parisot, Gueronik and Pascal Dupuy 
to the new Control Office and supported their case. 
in front of Ns. Mark Turner. As a result 
Me. Mark Turner sent the telegram to Germany which 
you have already seen, : 


(e) E.C.0, have passed a-Resolution to the effect that the 
priority already given to France should be maintained 
throughout December with aview to bringing France's 
total receipts for November and December at least on 


a par with those for other liberated areas. 


Fraser telephoned me from Paris yesterday morning when 
I gave him a short account of the above. Fraser was glad 
and said that the action taken was no doubt responsible for 
a marked lessening of oritician of the British in the French 
Press that morning. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Z 13471/103/17. 


Coél supolies from the Ruhr. 


States that the French are dissatisfied with the 
present supplies of coal from the Ruhr, and asks 


that the November. allocation he carried over to 
December, | 
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yporuing tne “CO resolution and this we promised to do. 
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Coal for France from the Ruhr, 


Refers to SUGRA 239 (Z 13471/103 i 

3 a5S 17). Give 
details of allocations to France, Movdeces ang 
by which these can.be increased, 


2y082 F.O.F. 
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Fron Bercomb. | | 101 230A 


Troopers. eR MOST Iii: EDIATE 
Concomb. . he, nik Ma : 


ARGUS 234. RESTRLOTED. For OCCLB. 
Reference SUGRA 239. = ‘ly re x} \ 
Desvatches to Prance against ECO allocations amounted to:- 
August 83. 9%. September 77.9% October 65, &% November 69.1% 


This short fall was due mainly to the continuous loss of wagons toa the 
rench which towards the end of October amounted to some 5,000 wagons. 


30 After repeated warnings to all concerned, including ECO, we were 
compelled to suspend loadings from the 26th October to the 6th November in order 
to meet other commitments in some measure. 


te We estimate that even today we are still over 4,000 wagcens short on 
French account and there are additional bcavy wagon losses in respect of other 
consilgnees. 


5 The reason Tor our continued Losses szems to be that the ECITO weekly 
wagon exchange decisions do not result in the » eocnkeed wagons reaching the British 
zone. For example, si he 9th November we nave lost some 10,000 wagons out of 
the British Zone. this matter is being taken up with ECITO. 


6 So far as the French are concerned we have no reason to believe that it 
is SNOf who have failed to keep the wagon exchange agreement as we do not recelve 
wagons direct from SNuF, but as stated above, they are not reacting tne British 
Zone in accordance with tne weekly allocations. 


AS a result of wagon losses there will be a short fall in deliveries by 
to all consignees this n and we are not maintaining the end of November 
rate by rail to France | 


im pr ove J e | LV erL < ~ ay Li IC é : } th ¢ . OL + owing C ona oy ons at th S 
of other consignees who ha "or reasons expliined below, fared better. 


We cannot, however, admit the principle of making good tacklogs at the 


expense of the allocation plen without quadripartite agreement, which, in our view, 
Would not be forthcoming. 


10. Tne ECO allotment fur Prance out of export allocation for December is 
193,500 tons. Tf you apyrceve the preference in paragraph c we will endeavour to 
implement this in full, despatching 62,500 tons by rail and 136000 tons by water 
subject to the barges being provided as arranied and subject to the ability to 
move 30,000 tons upstream, wnonich is not possible at present owing to tae low water 
level. 


11. Tf the French are prepared co send us through the French Zone or through 
Belgium 400 wagons a day for seven days from the 1cth December in excess of 
existing wagon exchange agreements, we will logd further ~pal for France additional 
to the amount due for December to tne greatest extent possible. To save time we 
Will take up the question of extra wagons direct with the French. 


12. Tt is considered impracticable to take French locomotives at short 
notice and we will use our slender resscurces for thiS purpose, but we may request 
assistance Later. 


se Fe The reasons why other consignees have obtained a fuller implementation 
of their allocations sre following:= 


(A) Wumbers of wagons had to be restored to Belgium and Holland over 
a considerable period to clear traffic debit and advantage was 
taken of this fact to send them loaded with fuel. 

The Dutch am Belgians possess considerable barge fleets and sce 
to it that they are employed in fulfilling their allocations 
... though we do our best to look after french interests and 
~ gontinue to press this point. unfortunately the French seem 
to help much in thig respect. 
/ Ie Shipment cece. 


tT We mus 
lL transp 


14. Shipment of coal to France along the Rhine is slow, bu 
the coal this way when possible if we are to make full use of al 
resources. 


As only immediate action can. improve French position, this month we 
ré proceeding on the lines cf this communication. Nevertneless, we would 
lcome the meeting suggested in your paragraph 5. Tt is difficult at this 
o find suitable officers to attend a meeting in London at such short 
notice, but await your wisnes on this point. Might it not be better to hold 
such a meeting in the British Zone where personnel and records are available and 
in which French representatives here could also participate? 
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hn, ) 
bes ABSA 141th December, 1945. 


dear Joe a git 2 Fale: ae [Mt LY 


You have seen aie 234, which is the Control 
Commission's reply to gra 239 about coal supplies 
for France. 


We note the Foreign Office view as expressed 
in paragraph 4 of Sugra 239. General Robertson 
wants me to say, however, that, as he sees it, the 
problem is purely a technical one, a matter of 
transport and in particular of wagons, and that 
political considerations cannot have much practical 
effect on its solution. However much we may want 
to help the French, if they will not semius the 
wagons back we cannot fulfil the due allocation of 
coal. 


J. E. Coulson, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 
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Copy with Mrs. James' Compliments. 


4 po Board of Trade, 


(713541 


Millbank, 


se. We se 


Sth December, 1915 


f 
‘ 
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Dear r.North, 
Coal, For France. 


I understand that you do not get copies of Spesial 
(Eoonomic, Supply ami Relief) telegrams, and so I am witing 
to draw your att 


,000 tons of coal monthly from the Saar against deliveries -of 
imber. “ 


It is, of course, reasonable that France should build up 
her export trade in all available goods as soon as possible. 
Indeed, it is also in our interest, since if we want to trade 
with her it is essential that her economy should be restored 
forthwith. However, it seans somewhat surprising that at a 
time when the shortage of coal in France threatens her indust- 
rial recovery so much, that she should be exporting so inport- 
ant a resource within the next 6 months (the period tovhich this 


Re North, Esa. » /agreenent 
Ministry of Fuel & Power, 


7, Millbank, 
SeWel. 


agreement applies), oh gen aiy he SER consider the 
point. 


I am seniing copies of this letter to Mr.Simpson (Foreign 
Office), and Mr.G,d@frey (British Rabassy, Paris). 


Yours sincerely, 
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(2 18641/103/17) 


Dear Mra@e Jamegs 


Se huve had a word about your letter of the 8th 
December to @re North about a passage in Yerne telexzram 
Ho. 534 Saving of the 26th November concerning proposed 
exports of ecel from Prance to Switterland. 


Ag I understand the position, the tinited “ingdom is 
only exporting to ~rance a comparatively emsll quantity 
of coal of very inferior craces asc thet tt could hardly 
be said that we were seriously depriving ourselivese Nor, 
saiiging by the Picures of coal proijduction published 
periodically, does there geen to be any prospect of tinited 
Aingaionm coal produetion reaching in the near future a 
level at which the export of good quality cos? w{1] becone 
possihiee 


In the cire¢umstances i fee’ that no action on the 
pert of His Majesty's Government ie eallicd for and that we 
must eave it to the French to decide where the balance of 
aivantage lies in regard to the @xport of one searce 
commodity, in exchange for the import of otherse I 
understand that you agreé. 


E am copying thie letter to ur. Forth and 
vr, Codfrey. 
Yours sincerely, 


Sa? 


(?, le Simpson) 


Mree Poe James, 
Beard of Trade, 


Coal allocstions from the Ruhr, 


on | Z13560/103/17 States that matter has been discussed with Saal 
in Berlin, who is: investigating the question of 


FROM Mr. Turner Norfolk increasing rail shipments, 
House to Mr, Werner, 
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Thank you for your letter of the 6th December, A 
good deal of water has flowed under the bridge since this 
oe was written. We have telegraphed to Berlin, as you know, 
er | wemepsking for increased coal sup»lies for lI*rance and have 
received a reply, ARGUS 234, stating the action which the 
Control Commission intends to take. Since this telegram 
was received I have had a discussion about it with Seal 
who is in Berlin, pointing out that no increase about the 
62,500 throughout rail allocation for France for December 
is very disappointing. He has told me that the reason for 
this is that actual rail shipments will fall short of 
rail allocations and that 62,500 for France cannot be 
achieved without cutting down rail shipments to other 


destinations, JI have asked him to look into this again and 
let me know - 


(a) what reductions to other destinations are actually 
entailed, and 


(b) what result it would have on other countries if | 
rail allocations were increased tof/60,000 tons. 


As regards the additional shipments referred to in paragraph 
11 of the cable, the extra wagons which the llorth German coal 
control have asked for should be sufficient to ship an 

extra 100,000 tons to France between the 1.2th and 3lst 
December, Seal, howeveg is very anxious not to commit him- 
self to a figure in case anything goes wrong. 


HR. varner Ese, . 
Foreign Office. 


As regards your qiestion on French Liaison Ufficers 
and the use which is being made of Khine barges for taking 
Ruhr coal to Antwerp, I hopeyou will agree that we had 
better postpone discussions on this point until our people 
arrive here for the meeting with the I'rench in London, 
Seal told me on the telephone this morning that Sergent, 
who is head of the French EcOnomic Division, does not think 
that this can take place wtil about the 21st December. 

In the meantime I am sending to Seal a copy of your letter 
and enclosure of the 6th December and also a copy of a 
letter addressed to your Secretary of State by M. Massigli, 
of which a copy was sent to us. 
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Registry 
Number % 13626/103/17 |Fortnightly Economic Re 20rt No, 12. 


TELEGRAM FROM transmits economic report No.12 covering coal, 
Mr.Holman, Paris. petroleum, electricity, general industrial situation, 
No transvort and food... 

o95 Saving 


Dated 


9th Dec, 1945. 
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GISTRY REPETITION OF TELEGRAMS. 


LiMerb |e 7 


(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No. 


dated....... b WE Bivecis 2, aise caine 


(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


. 


[EN CLAIR] - SPECIAL (ECONOMIC 


FROM PARTS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


|Z 13626 
dbabeDF A oS 


Mr. Holman. Ms 
No. 595 SAVING. D: 2.50 poem. 15th 


9th December, 1945. 


Repeated to His Majesty's Consular Officers in France, No. 79 
Circular Saving. 


Ce Ce aa 
Fortnightly Economic Report No. 12. 
GENERAL 


1. The change in Government has led to the appointment of several 
Communist Ministers to departments concerned with economic affairs, 
namely:~ National Economy, Industrial Production and Labour. It 

is not yet clear what the gen per of Billoux at National Economy 
will be vis & vis Pleven, the ifinister of Finance. 


Se Its general declaration of policy committed the Government 
to the.early nationalisation of credit and of electrical energy. 
Proposals respecting credit, referred to in paragraph 31 have al- 
ready been placed before the Asnen®’y and rushed through at 5 
S | - The declaration also promised control of various branches 
of insurance. 


COAL 


5. Ou tyat in the week ending 17th November (six days) reached 
873,268 tons or 92% of the 1958 figure. 


4. The Government continue in a state of anxiety regarding de- 
liveries. Bidault, Thorez and Massigli have all spoken earnestly 
to me about it, and Paul, after an announcement in which he hinted 
that the non-arrival of Ruhr coal was due to British inefficienc 
and was associated with British and American views on the contro 
of Germany, planned suddenly to go to London. This visit was put 
off, however, and it is understood that the General took up the 
matter himself. There is 7 gp gg: that vigorous handling of the 
situation in London will lead to improvement, and there already are 
signs of a better atmosphere, even in the French press. fhere is 
some reason to think that the French Government have thought of 
using the situation to get their own representatives into the kuhr 
and take a share of its administration. 


PITWOOD 


5. The Expert Commission has now arrived in France and is at 
work. 


PETROLEUM 


6. The petroleum import programme for the last four nonths of 
1945 has Seen ‘held up by lack of shipping; and although the 


/UM.Ae 


> ney 


OS Arts 


‘ 


r Control was abolished as from lst November, only a 
er of tankers are available for free charter before 
ngs. 


7~-ar, The ,f pomne apie sets out the position of main grades 
since the Jst September when supply pesposst bility passed from 
Allied Military Authorities to French Civilian Control. 


Figures in thousand tons. 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
Grade. Programme 
Sept—Dec, Ships. Remain Remain Total 


Deli- char- to to buy to 
Bought. vered tered charter é& ship. los, 


Ain, 


Crude. 635 638 262 187 189 - 189.0 
Commercial Petrol 369.1 295.4 85.5 665 145.1 73.7 2188 
80 Oct. " 119 127 81.6 - 45.4 - 454 
Aviation " 51 60.3 19.2 —_ 41.6 —- 416 
Straightrun " 20 19.8 2 - 17.8 - 17.8 
Kerosene 57.5 Ze9 © Det - ~ 16.4 164 
Gas Oil |  294,3 161. 95.38 4 65.7 155.5 1970 
Fuel Oil 554.7 193. 107 ~ 86 161. 247.. 


1883.4 1515.9 670.8 256 588.6 5384.4 973.0 


8. In view of the delay in obtaining ma ppang oF roducts already 
urchased, it is now impossible to import the full back-log owing 

o the limited storage capacity, even if ships can be chartered. 
It is estimated that 500,000 tons can be imported during December. 


9. In general it opeeers that the future is more promising, al- 
though storage facilities do not permit an adequate working margin. 
This position will be eased if the French are able to lease -storage 
in Antwerp, which | be possible if the British Army release tan- 
kage as expected in January. 


10. The following quantities have been offered from British sour- 
ces to the French for December loading:- 


Commercial Petrol 59,000 tons. 


Kerosene 10 ,O00 
Gas Oil 50 ,000 
Fuel Oil 70 ,O000 


also some quantities of aviation fuel snd distillation benzine. 
These quantities represent a fair share of the French market 
valued’at approximately £800,000 f.o.b. (£1,250,000 c.i.f.). 


ELECTRICITY 


ll. Biogstsaz ty supply continues to be a source OI grave concern 
due to the low level of water in the hydro-electric dams of .sou- 
thern and south-eastern France, owing to the worst drought in 150 
ears. Reserves of water in the dams are almost completely ex- 
usted, and it has been necessary to increase supplies of coal 

to thermal stations to make up the deficit. In view of the grave ° 
shortage of coal the Minister of Industrial Production proposes 

to apply very severe restrictions on the consumption of electricity 


/in 


wwivr 


5 Ge Pere & 


i» 2 ee 2 SAR ee ee Sl wT Few a CF 


| = Je J, ee Oe bl 


wwt ¢ 3 Were F 77S Ff 


“—~“@uring October increased by 400 S008, as compared with 
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in Paris, at any rate for a limited period. These include the 


cutting of Supp ies duri dayelignt hours (with the exception 


of an hour during the middle of day), shortening the hours of 
operation of the Métro and restrictions on shop lighting. 


GENERAL INDUSTRIAL SITUATION _ 


12. This contimes to be dominated by the shortage of coal and 
electric power. The production of iron and steel in October in- 
creased over the September firure, but 8 gee of coal and of 
coke during November have been considerably short of requirements, 
and it seems robable that the programme which envisaged the re- 
firing of a number of blast furnaces in December will be carried 
out. Output_of pig-iron in October was 151,000 tons (about 30% 
of the 1938 leve of steel 205,000 tons (about 40% of the 1938 
level), and of semi-finished 161,000 tons (about 56 of the 1938 
level). Output of iron.ore continues to rise and reached 980 ,000 
tons in October. | 


13. The difficulties of the iron and steel industry are causing 
mich concern to the engineering trades, which only ~y on Ag 
proved their —, in October... oe of -coal and electric 
power are also af course ne ene OOD NE the industry and there is 
graye anxiety that there may be stoppages through the exhaustion of 
existing stocks and the non-arrival of adequate supplies of steel. 
Liat is also concern over the cessation of orders for war require- 
ments. 


14, In the chemical industry, output of explosives is now almost 
at pre-war levels, and the production of super=-phosphates duri 
October more than doubled by comparison with September - to 45,000 
tons (about 40% of the 1938 level). Production of nitrous fertili- 
gers declined owing to the lack of coal; output of sodium-carbonate 
is about stationary at 4,000 tons for the same reason; while 
rygusrewenss for glass making and the like have expanded. Wagon 
allocations continue to be insufficient for the requirements of 
the industry despite the increased allocation. Rubber ore 

; eptember, 
to 2170 tons (about 60% of the 1938 level). : 


15. In the textile industries the raw material situation is 
satisfactory, but the industry contimes to suffer from lack of 
coal, shortages of electric supply, shortages of skilled labour 
and the age of the existing mac et f Some improvement is noti- 
ceable, however, in the artificial silk section, where production 
in October reached 1,363 tons of rayon as against 679 in July 
and 419 tons of high tenacity rayon for tyres. On the other 
hand, fibrane output has been reduced from 1,105 tons in July to 
680 tons in October owing to the high consumption of coal used in 


its production. 


16. The leather industry shows an important improvement with a 
Se eRe a te eg ea) 
u O s in ember was s 

level for men’s shoes’ ere “By Ro shoes and about 35% for 


women’s shoes. 


TRANSPORT | 
17. During the week ended 9th November wagon loadings amounted 


/to 
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to 218,557, of which 166,492 were exclusively commercial traffic. 
The number of loaded wagons entering France amounted to 11,019. 
The figure of wagon loadings is noteworthy: this is the first 
time since the Liberation that wagon loadings have exceeded the 
1943 figures, whilst the present wagon park is considerably below 
the level of 2 years ago. Unfortunately, in the following week, 
ending 16th November, loadings fell again to 212,839 wagons, of 
which 161,778 were engaged on exclusively commercial traffic. 


18. The first Trans-Atlantic boat-train left Paris for Le Havre 
on 27th November, in connexion with the departure of the "Croix" 
for New York. It is also reported that the first barge bringing 
Ruhr coal arrived in Strasbourg on 24th November. 


CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 


19. It has been announced that 13,000,000 textile points are to 
be distributed in the Paris area during the month of December, 

The progyenme of manufacture in clothing for November is:- men's 
and boys’ coats, 20,500; men's suits 105 COO; women's coats 
25,000; women’s dresses and suits, 120,006; cotton dresses, 40 ,000; 
work=clothing 300,000; tlouses, aprons, etc., 250,000; men s 
underwear, 600 006 articles; women's underwear, 350 ,000 articles; 
layettes, 650 ,000 articles. The last figure represents about 65 
of the average output of 1938. At the same time, allocations of 
leather for boot and shoe repairs have been considerably in- 
creased by pon pln with Pr yoeusng riods and should pens 6 
during the last quarter of this year the repair of some 9,000,000 
shoes. Priority in repairs is apparently to be given to chil- 
dren's shoes. It is announced at the same time that the manu- 
facture «* wooden-soled shoes will have to continue until 1947. 
Children of under 15 will be, entitled during next year to two 
articles of footwear, a pair of shoes and a pair of oroee. The 
total of men’s footwear available will be 12,900,000 pairs, in- 
cluding clogs; for women 13,775,000, including wooden—soled shoes. 


TYRES 


~ 20. There are new instructions on the distribution of tyres for 
which priority is to be given, as regards satisfaction of their 
requirements, to newly mamufactured cars, military requirements 
coming second and other civilian requirements third. For Novw- 
ember, the quantitative allocations are 445 tons for newly con- 
“structed vehicles, 340 tons for military requirements and 915 tons 
for civilian requirements. : ) 


HOUSING 


21. 2,000 mts were erected for the housing of victims oi war 
damage and handed over to the month of October, and supplies are 
now arriving from Canada and Germany. Output of building 
naterials wever, remains well below the 1938 levels, cement 
and refactory products being about one-half, bricks and tiles 
about one-th 


PROGRESS OF THE NATIONAL IMPORT PROGRAMME 

22. Maritime orts of general cargo, excluding coal and pol 
recovered Me from the fall in eptember but at 669,718 
tons were still below the August peak of 740,686 tons. Maritime 
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imports of coal rose, however, from 456,841 tons in September 

to 583,839 tons in October. Imports of pol also rose from 179,001 
tons in September to 234,072 tons in October. Total maritime 
imports up to the end of October, including coal and pol, amounted 
to 3,679,876 tons, The chief limiting factor on imports continues 
bs 8 internal transport facilities, and notably the wagon 
shortage. 


FOOD 


20- The change of 77] oxmman has resulted in the closing of the 
Ministers du Kavitaillement as a peperese entity with its own 
Minister and its amalgamation with the Ministere de l'Agriculture 
under the control of lM. Tanguy-Prigent, who was Minister of Agri- 
culture in the late Government and has been yoreppointed. s is 
a return to the old policy under which one Ministry was respon- 
sible for Agriculture and Food. | 


24, A change in policy Conesr Ang meat and bread may result. 

M. Pineau’s policy was_to remove bread from the list of rationed 

articles and to curtail pig production, which depends on an ade- 

uate supply of feeding stuffs. In this he was “gre by li. 
-Prigent, who considered that it was better to keep bread 

rationed and to provide more feeding stuffs for pie producers so 

that the meat ration might be maintained and possibly increased; 

pig production providing the quickest method of accomplishing 

i LSe’ | 


20e The food position generally is pany satisfactory and it 
e 


has been found_possible for the month of December to increase 
some rations slightly, for certain categories. 


2. (Bread). It is still not possible to give any reliable 
figures as to the increase of bread consumption since its removal 
from the list of rationed commodities, Undoubtedly in areas in- 
habited by_workers there has been an increase’ (potatoes are in 
short supply and there has been a fall in temperature which 
causes more bread to be eaten in soup, a staple form of food for 
the average French worker, particularly in cold weather). There 
is also more waste of bread than formerly; unfinished loaves 

are used for feeding pons ry and pigs in contravention of Govern- 
ment orders. Bread tickets have been printed in case it should 
be decided to put bread back on to the ration list. 


27. (Meat). It has been possible to maintgin the November ration 
for December. The arrivals at La Villette (Paris) have been con- 
sistently high and this has enabled: the supplementary 50 QMS. 

per week (conditional on local supplies) of either butcher's meat 
or pork butchery to be distribute The weather has beentsuch 

that producers have been able to keep their beasts in the open 
instead of having-to fall back on the yery limited su paee of 
winter feed; but it is feared that, with colder weather, ge 
mumbers of cattle will have to be put on the market at earlier 
dates than would normally be the case, owing to the shortage of 


winter feed. 


98. (Potatoes (Ware)). During October only 10,000 tons of | 

potatoes arrived in Paris, whereas under the “exchange systen" 
alone 40,000 tons were required. There is anxiety because the 
yd ae ‘tons purchased in the United States have not yet begun 
O arT V6~6 | 
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89. (Potatoes (Seed)). The arrangements for the import of seed 
 popesors from Denmark are progress ng satisfactorily; 5 trains 
otalling gages Ds tons in- all have arrived at Tourcoing 
or are on the way. There has been delay because the potatoes have 
to be loaded at so many POSBSS which holds up the et 
the full train. It had been hoped to despatch a train daily, but 
this has been found to be impossible. ' 


$0. (Argols). Arrangements are now well in hand for signing con 
tracts as between the French, United States and United Kingdom for 
the total French argol production for 1946. : 


FINANCE 


$1. The Assembly has parsed at top speed the Government's pro- 
-posels for the nationalisation of the banks and the control of 
credit. Briefly the pro osals are that the Bank of France should 
be taken over by the State, which should also Heke over the four 
big Deposit Banks (the Crédit Lyonnais, Société Générale, Comptoir 
d"iscompte, Banque Nationale pour le Commerce et 1' Industrie). 
Bank of France shareholders will receive nominative, nos er le 
50 year 2 Bonds_in place of their shares and the shareholders of 
four big nationalised deposit banks will have their shares ex- 
changed into per soespe tice share certificates which will be bought 
in by the State over a period of years at the rate of 1/50th of the 
outstanding certificates each year commencing Ist January, 1947. 
Shareholders will have no power of control over the operations of 
the nationalised banks. 


«7 § = 


Apart from the nationalised banks, all banks in France are to 
be listed into one of the following categories: 


1. Deposit Bank 
2. Commercial Bank 
S- Bank granting long and medium term credit. 


Banks have three months from the date of the romulgation of the 
law in which to choose the category to which they desire to adhere. 


A Control Commission of Banks is instituted, with the Governor 
of the Banque de France as President, under a higher control conm- 
mission to be known as the Council of National Credit. This will 
be presided over by a Minister appointed by the Government, with 
the Governor of the a i de France as Vice President. The. 
Governor of the Banque de France will thus be the executive chief 
of both Control Commissions. | 


Within the framework of the Council of National Credit four 
Committees are to be instituted to be knowm as the Deposits 
Committee, the Committee of Short Term Credit, the Committee of 
Long and Medium Term Credit, amd the Committee of Foreign Commerce. 


Foreign banks in France will be subject to the same control 
as French banks. | 


‘COST OF LIVING . : Nene Zahir Sakp 

$2. Reeently published figures of the cost of living up.to the 
month of May, chow that, on the basis of 1938 e ison Poa products 
reached 552; that this figure was not higher was due very largely 


[to 
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to the fact that cereals, owing to subsidies, had not increased 
to more than 235. Industrial raw materials, on the same basis, 
stood at 562, although textiles reached 507, rubber 499 and paper 
671. The figure for semi-finished goods was 592. These figures 
represent a rise of 50% in the cost of semi-finished products 

607 in raw materials and slightly over 20% for food products by 
comparison with March of this year. 


FRENCH EXPORTS 


Ooe ii. Pleven, Minister of Finance, recently asked what could be 
done to increase United pggon rts of French products, in- 
cluding luxury products. is matter is being gone into in London 
on the basis of a list of products which the *rench would like to 
furnish. At the Same time we are trying to buy wine, steel scrap, 
iron ore, rosin, veneers and other products of a sterling value 
which should be of great_interest to the Minister; but it is 
found in practice that all sorts of difficulties are made by the 
supplier's and of course the present value of the franc is a 
serious impediment. Devaluation is. very much in the air and there 
as a general expectation that it will take place before 3lst 
CCcempver. 


TRADE _AGREEMINTS 


54. <A commercial and financial agreement was signed with Switzer- 
land on 16th Nowember, under which France supplies coal to Switzer- 
land, partly in. return for the use of _certain Rhine barges, partly 
in return for electric power and partly for timber for use in the 
Saar mines; she is also to supply a quantity of 25,000 tons a 
month without compensation. In addition, France will supply seeds, 


poospie ee and fertilisers generally, an important quantity 
Stee 


of 

roducts and very considerably quantities of wine - well 

above the pre-war Swiss purchases. In return, Switzerland will 
Spery, nares f machinery and instruments useful for French recon- 


struction. is understood that the Swiss also attempted to press 
the French to take large quantities of non-essentials. The French 
were unable to resist entirely the Swiss request, but succeeded in 
reducing the quantities to more or less token figures, with the 
exception of a quantity of watches. The Commercial Agreement was 
accompanied by a Financial Agreement regarding the de-blocking of 
French holdings in Switzerland; and provision was made for the 
enlargement of the credit of 250 ,000,000 Swiss Francs granted 
earlier this year to 300,000,000 if the French would agree to 

take further non-essentials from Switzerland. 


35. There is talk of a commercial agreement with Russia, and 

M. Alphand, Diregter of Economic Affairs at the Minigsty 0% Foreign 
Affairs, has left for Moscow to open discussions. The hope is 
expressed in some quarters that France may be able to develop as 

a centre for the marketing of furs from Russia. 


COLLABORATION 


36. Much interest has been roused by the reported discovery in 
N. Germany of a number of documents elopging to the Gernan 
Embassy and German Services in France which should throw a good 
deal of light on German economic activities in this country, and, 


in particular, on the purchases made here. 
[Copies sent to Middle East Secretariat. ] 
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| 
| Parliamentary Question 


55. Sir Ralph Glyn,—To ask the Minister of Food, whether, in view of the fact that a 
proportion of the sugar sent from this country to France is used by the French 
Government for the manufacture of liqueurs which are then exported to the 
United Kingdom and in view of the small ration of sugar received by the people in 
this country, steps can be taken, in conjunction with the Board of Trade, to reduce 
the amount of sugar exported to France and, as soon as possible, to increase the sugar 
ration here proportionately. [Thursday 18th December.] 
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SUGAR SHIPMENTS 
(FRANCE) 


Sir R. Glyn asked the Minister of Food 
whether, in view of the fact that a pro- 
portion of the sugar sent from this coun- 
iry to France is used by the. French Gov- 
ernment for the manufacture of liqueurs 
which are then exported to the United 
kingdom and in view of the small ration 
of sugar received by the people in this 
country, steps can be taken, in conjunc- 
tion with the Board of Trade, to reduce 
the amount of sugar exported to France 
and, as soon as possible, to increase the 
sugar ration here proportionately. 


Sir B. Smith: I would refer the hon. 
Member to the reply given to my hon. 
Friend the Member for West Derbyshire 
(Mr. C. White) on 31st October, 1945, in 
which I made it quite clear that shipments 
of sugar from this country to France are 
repaid in full out of the allocations made 
to France by the combined Food Board. 
Consequently, they do not reduce in any 
way the supplies available for this country. 


17 DEC 1945 
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Registry ) 
Number ) 213996/103/17 


FROM Nir. Addis. Prime 
Minister's Dept, 


wo_iir. Giles. 
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Attaches for action note of 22n4 December from 
M. Massig#i to Mr. Attlee, explaining the shortage 
of wheet in Frence, and re~ eeting sapplies from 
britain. 
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See now Mr. Harrison's letter to Sir 
Nigel Ronald of January 8th within, giving 
the Ministry of Food's suggestions as to the 
lines on which we might reply to the French. 


Il have discussed the French request with 
Mm Crowe, and we have gone into all the figure 
available teVWonLRowe, in order to satisfy 
ourselves that the Ministry are right in saying 
that we cannot let the French have any wheat 
at all. There is no escaping the conclusion 


that they are right. The position in a nutshell 


is that quite apart from any new cuts which we 
may have to accept, our own stocks of wheat are 
in any case due to decline over the next six 
montha, to a point where they will be well 
below what has usually been regarded as the 
minimum safety point. The Minister of Food's 
ere ce Vee *o the Prime Minister 
No. 6485 Amaze January 9th shews that we 
will, in fact, be likely to have to accept @ 
cut of about 300,000 tons, and will only be 
able to maintain our standard of breaé dis— 
tribution by an increase in the rate of extrac- 
tion. If we were to give the French even 
100,000 tons, we could only do so at the 
expense of eutting—our—steceks—_stiit farmer 

er introducing a fairly rigorous system of 
bread rationing. 


In the 14th paragraph of this same 
telegram, the Minister of Food said that 


Walthough the French will have a very difficult 
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See now Mr. Harrison's letter to Sir 
Nigel Ronald of January 8th within, giving 


the Ministry of Food‘s suggestions as to the 
lines on which we might reply to the French. 


I have discussed the French request with 
Mmm. Crowe, and we have gone into all the figures 
available teMoySrowe, in order to satisfy 
ourselves that the Ministry are right in saying 
that we cannot let the French have any wheat 
aGjeall. There is no escaping the conclusion 
that they are right. The position in a nutshel 
dis that quite apart from any new cuts which we 
may have to accept, our own stocks of wheat are 
in any case due to decline over the next six 
montha,, to a point where they will be well 
below what has usually been regarded as 
minimum safety point. Th nister of Food's 
telegram from Wash o the Prime Minister 
No. 6483 Amaze <f January 9th shews that we 
will, in fact, be likely. to have to accept a 
cut of about ,000 tons, and will only be 
able to maintain our standard of brea@ dis— 
tribution by an increase in the rate of extrac- 
tion. If we were to give the French even ~— 
100,000 tons, we could only do so at the 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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Minutes. 


period during January and February, I am 
satisfied that the over-all albcation 

proposed for France will prevent starvation 

if the French are able to mobilize their 
supplies effectively." This opinion is 
confivmed by the figuresgiven in the penultimate 
paragraph of the letter from Mr. Knowles of 

the Embassy in Paris to Mr. Jones Parry of 

the Ministry of Food, a copy of which I have 
also enclosed within. 


I have discussed with Mr. Harrison how 
best to present our refusal to the French, 
bedause the suggestion in Mr. Harrison's 
letter seemed to me to be altogether too blunt. 
We agreed that the best thing would be 
for the Secretary of State to send to the 
French Ambassador a sort of interim reply 
in which he would remind him that Sir Ben 
Smith was in Washington discussing the whole 
wheat dituation, would tell him that the 
French request had been telegraphed to sir 
Ben Smith, and while discouraging any hopes 
that we might be able to accede to the request, 
would suggest that the position be reviewed 
in about a week's time when Sir Ben Smith had 
finished his talks. When the talks have, in 
fact, been completed, and the new cuts been 
imposed, we will be in a better position to 


‘explain to the French why we cannot let them 


have what they ask, — We shetddby then have 
accepted a large cut in our allocation, and 
with any luck will have been forced to raise 
our exgraction rate, (At the present we use 


an extraction rate of 80%; by raising it 


5 or 10 points we will not only produce more 
wholesome brea, but will save several hhouserd 
tons of wheat per year, and meet one of the 
major grievances which countries like France 


h inst ° 
ave against us.) ad 8 
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1ith January, 1946, 
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I Ledeen third person 
Know Ledg Une attached note 
fr Yon the French AmbasSSador about 
the Supply of wheat in France. I 
HURL est that LG snould be dealt 
with departmentaily 1! | the Nope. lad 
way. Jf have not shown it to the 
Prime Minister. 
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Fel .k. Giles, BSG 
Foreign OIirice. 


AMBASSADE DE FRANCE 
A LONDRES 


Londres, le 22 décembre 1945 


[arian ( Peomicn M imarb 


D’ordre de mon Gouvernement, j’ai 1’honneur d’attirer votre 
attention sur état tres critique dans lequel, en raison notanment de 
l’insuffisance d’arrivages d’Amérique du Nord, se trouvent les avprovision- 
nements en ble de la France. 


’ 


a carte de vain va 8tre rétablie et, méme avec une ration 
Gouvernement aura les plus sérieuses difficultés a maintenir “* 
sécurité indispensable de 5 millions de guintaux, qui représen= 
ie consommation rationnée. La situation sera extrémement sérieu= 
pendant le mois de Janvier. D’une maniére générale, elle le demeurera 
cours de tout le premier trimestre, c’est-a=-dire tant que ne 
rétabli le rythme des exportations en provenance des Etats-Unis 
et tant gue ne parviendront pas les bles argentins. 

J’ai a peine besoin ce souligner combien il serait grave 
d’imposer de nouvelles privations alimentaires a une povulation déja in- 
suffisamment nourrie et vour laquelle, faute de charbon en quantitée suffi- 
sante, l’hiver s’annonce trés rude. 

The Right Hon. Clement ATTLEE, M.P. 


Prime Minister 
Foreign Office 


Dans cette situation, le Gouvernement francais demande au 
Gouvernement britannique de lui vréter son aide amicale pour surmonter 
la crise immédiate. Toute quantité de blé,ou m8me de vréférence de farine, 
gue le Gouvernement britannique estimerait possible de ceder a la France, 


» oe 


soit a titre definitif, soit a ti l?avance, serait d’un concours inap- 
6 oe . E soun: raLt = er 
preciable. Le Gouvernement francais que ce concours out atteindre au 
moins 300.000 tonnes au cours du vremier trimestre, dont 100.000 des le 
début de Janvier. 
s7est la je vous adresse. Les jours 
comotent et je souhaiterais savoir aussit8é que possible si le Gouveme- 


ment britannique, dont nous n’ignorons pas les preoccupations en ce qui 


: an ’ a. ~} “ -- > ‘ c 's “sy act ws ; de g5 ’ 4. "_% - ste i . ¢ 4. f os 
concerne les vays dont il a la responsabilite, peut repondre a notre appele 
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de ayes ‘ we > de maade ¢ las _— . : 
notre conversation de tout 4 l’heure, voici 
j’adresse au Premier Ministre. 


; a nae . -. 7 ' x. a > i — . 
dire combien je sounhailterais 


recevoir vos conseils sur les demarches que je peux avoir a entreprendre 


appel, conme je l’espere, recoit une repon ie principe favora-= 


Right Hon. Philip NOBL-BAKER, }..A.,i.P. 


lanister of State 
Foreign Office 


Denire de mon Gouvernement, j’ai 1*honneur d’attirer votre 


attention sur 1’état trés critique dans lequel, en raison notamment de 
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l*inesuffisance d’arrivages 4° Amérique du Nord, se trouvent les approviaion- 
nements en blé de la France, 

La garte de pain wa &tre rétablie et, mime avec une ration 
réduite, le Gouvernement wenn, ten phase olubounes difficultés 4 maintenir 
le stosk de sécurité inddspenssble de 5 millions de qxintenx, qui représen- 
te un mois de consommation rationnée. La situation sera extrémement sérieu- 
se peniant le mois de Janvier, D’une maniére générale, elle le demeurera 
au cours de tout le premier trimestre, o’est~-ia-dire tant que ne sera pas 
rétabli le rhytme des exportations en provenance des Etate-Unis et du Canada 
et tant que ne parviendront pas les blés argentins. 

J*ad & peine besoin de souligner combden il serait grave 
a°imposer de nouvelles privations alimentaires A une population aéjh in- 
suffisesment nourrie et pour laquelle, faute de charbon en quantité suffie 
sante, l1*hiver s’annonce trés rude. 


The Right Hon. Clement ATTLEE, i.P. 
Prime Minister 


7% 
: é 


Dans cette situation, le Gouvernement francais demanie au 
Gouvernement britannique de lui préter son aide amicale pour surmonter 
la crise imaédiate, Toute quantité dé blé,ou mime de préférence de farine, 
que le Gouvernement britannique wotinseiat possible de céder A la France, 
soit & titre définitif, soit & titre d*avance, serait d’un concours inap- 
 préedable. Le Gouvernement frangais que ce concours pit atteinire au 
 modins 300,000 torines au cours au premier trimestre, dont 100,000 dés le 


début de Janvier. 
’ Gest la demande pressante que je vous adresse. Les jours 


comptent et je souhaiterais savoir aussit6t que possible si le Gouverne~- 

ment britannique, dont nous n*’ignorens pas les précecupations ence qi 

concerne les pays dont i1 a la responsabilité, peut répondre & notre appel. 
- 


t4, 4 y 
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Telegrams: Foodkeeper, London 
. WELbeck 5500 
In Teply quote reference: 


nn  eastetababolinel 


‘ly ieee 

(| AK 3 
MA, RY OF FOOD *~ 

PORTMAN COURT 


- PORTMAN SQUARE 
; ONDON, W.| 
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Dear Ronald, 


You sent Broadley on 24th December a copy of a letter 
from M. Massigli to Mr. Attlee with regard to wheat for France. 
We suggest that a reply should be sent on the following lines :- 


"We have given careful consideration to the request 
addressed to the Prime Minister by M. Massigli that 
France should be assisted by the provision of 500,000 tons 
of Wheat during the first three months of 1946, of which 
100,000 tons is required early in January. 


We note that the request has been made in view of 
the critical position with which France is faced in 
maintaining a working stock of wheat to meet the 
requirements of the bread ration. Unfortunately, 
however, the stock position of wheat in the United 
Kingdom is also critical and this-.is one of the reasons 
which has prompted the United Kingdom Minister of Food 
to visit Washington with a view to securing that every 
possible step is taken to ameliorate the difficult world 
wheat position. 


While, therefore, we sympathise withthe difficulties 
with which France is faced, we regret that we are not in 
@ position to make any wheat available to France from 
stocks at:‘thée: disposal of the British Ministry of Food." 


Yours sincerely, 


Ae: fears n 


A.R.W. Harrison. 


Sir Nigel Ronald, C.M.G., 
er Office, 
S.Wel 


ae 
UereNo~ks 


Dear Mr. Jones Parzy, 
Bread 


The Cereals people told me this morning that some agreement has now been 
reached with regard to bread, although as yet no official announcement has been made. 
You will see from today's press that the general discontent over the reintroduction 
of rationing and especially over the inadequacy of the ration ef-heavy wrkers, is 
still prevalent and that, during the last day or two, Trade Unions and workers 
meetings have been up ani down the country to voice their protests ani demand 
a general increage inyationg. The C.G.A. in particular has been urging the 
Goverzment to increase the adilt ration to 400 gms. Pending the Govermment's 
decision, workers in industrial areas have been coming out on token strikes. 


Following an emergency inter~ministerial meeting on Friday last, January 4th, 
the Minister of Pood broadcas¢ a call to order and warned the public that 
indisciplinary action would mt be tolerated. "The reintroduction of bread 
rationing", he said, "has given rise to strong feeling throughout the country. This 

feeling is unfortunately being exploited by disturbing elements who have succeeded, 
here and there, in stirring uw unrest in certain centres. This cannot be tolerated, 
for the workers' food and public order are both at stake. The Govermment has 
reintrodiced rationing and cut the adult ration because there was no other means, 
given the present stateof our stocks, Of assuring the bread supplies of the country. 
These are the facts of the situation and indisciplinary action and unrest can only 
aggravate matters to the detriment of the workers and the whole eo Neither 
indiscipline nor unrest will be tolerated." 


The Minister's threat, however, only poured oil on troubled waters and his 
“gpeech was dubbed by some sections of the press as dictatorial: 


Over the weekend, things have become more critical, both with regard to 
meat am bread and emergency inter-ministerial meetings were held. By Monday 
evening, however, no sQlution had been reached and the official communiqué was 
disappointing. Yesterday, a further meeting was held and attended by Ministry of 
Food representatives, representatives of the C.G.A., C.G.T., C.F.7.C., the main 
political parties, the Union des Femmes Francaises and the Union representing: large 
families. M. Tanguy-Prigent summarised the reasons for the Govermment's decision 
to reintroduce bread rationing ani disclosed the hard facts cdnoerning the country" 3 
wheat situation. He announced that after tw months of ration-free bread, 
wheat stocks had fallen from 900,000 to 450,000 toms. Reintroduction of rationing 
was, therefore,a matter of urgent necessity. It was hoped, however, to receive 
170,000 tons of imports in Jamary, which wuld enable the Ministry to re-establish 
the former T categories’ ration of 50 gms a day. 7 million workers not included 
in the present Ti and T2 categories would benefit. At the same time, however, the 
Minister emphasised that the mamfacture of flour confectionery would have to be 
discontimed, and the arwy bread ration at present 550 gus a day would have to be 
cut to 450- gus a aay. 


So Sg ey ee ee followed the C.G.A. represent~ 
atives pressed for an increase in the adel satin to 400 gee tayo eset ort 
the winter months They also insisted that the system of échange’ 
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1° That definite figures should be given once and for all regarding the 
country's wheat supplies; 

2. That an enquiry should be instituted into the conditions in which 

bread was de~rationed on November ist. 

3s That the ordinary adult ration should be revised immediately, follow. ng 

en investigation into the stook position by a comission representing the 

Unions concerned; 

4. That the mamfacture of flour confectionery should be discontinued; 

5. That the arny ration should be brought into line with the ordinary 

adult ration; 

6. ~ What there “shoulda be a cut in the German prisoner ration; 

7s They also reGoumenied (a): strong action against agitators (b) closer 
supervision of wheat deliveries off farms (c) tighter control on mills (d) on the 
general food adninistration, the adoption of the G.G.A. proposals for higher bomises 
for food deliveries off farms and the setting up of departmental agricultural bodies 
to allocate bomses andjnational offices for the allocation of fertilisers ; 
equipment and fertilisers. 


They also urged tight control of all essential industries, €.g.f004, textiles, 
etc. and finally the reorganisation of the permanent food committees, along the 
lines Suggested by the C.G.T. and C.F,T.C. 


The upshot of yesterday's meetings was that provisional agreement has now 
been reached on the followhg points: 


1. The adult bread ration will remain at its present: level of 300 gms for 
the time being; 
2. The matmfacture of flour confectionery will be discontimmed in the near future 
3. The workers category T will be reintroduced as from February ist; 
. The Army ration is to be cut from 550 gms to 450 gms a day; 
Supplementary ration cards are to be issued to large families as formerly 
only from the fourth child onwards, instead of from the third child as hitherto. 


Regarding the general supply position, I went into this in some detail 
S@eterday with the Cereals people and the position from now till the end of July 
ae estimated by them) is set out in the attached table. You will see from this that 
gee eatimated stock in hand as at ist January was only 450,000 tons and that, owing 
‘Wei the reintroduction of rationing, it is estimated that oly 2 million tons of 
Wieat au. be realisea from home production, as against 2,900,000 tons estimated in 
mber «plato this “4, 100, 000 tons of imports for the seven months (provisional 
re fengh frou Washington this week) andthe total availabilities 
ae end of July ere 3,3 9,000 tons as against a requirement of 2,850,000 tons 
ench estimate based on @ ration of 300 gms a day). The decisions reached at 
mbexrday's meeting regarding supplementary rations for woekers and large families 
| of ogurse, increase Lh gee lingered ged Rewer Cereals: people 
ot 3 t amount involved. On present | however, it 
: whole of their 1, 100/000 tons of daperts 
small increase 
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Estimated deliveries from now to 
the end of season 2,900,000 tons* 


Steck in hand at the end of season rence tons 
‘ 


Requirements to the end of July are estinated as follows: 


Bread making 320, 000 tone a aa. Total 
Industries 30 , 000 
Amy requirements 
German prisoners of war 20, 000 
Seed 
Bnd of season carry Over 


Steck in hand at the ist Jamary, approx 

Estimated delivesies, allowing of 
retention on farms of approx. 

1945 Allocation 

ist semester 330,000 tons 


iat august 1945 to the 
end of July 1946 2,500,000 tons 


R% Owing to the reintroductia 
of ng only 2,000,000 
tone approx, will be 
delivered. 


2,249,900 tons 
2140, 000 


140,000 
10,000 


Up. to the end of the year, the whole of the allocation for the first senester 


has. been, delivered, plus 659,000 tons out of the 


from august, 


thie reculren leaving a balance of 1,850,000 tons te be celivered daring 13 , 
has, . however, been cut down by the 0.F.B, to 4,100,000 tons 


,000 tons 


707/45 Ob 


Wheat Position J emuary , 194.6 


4,315,000 tons (estimate 8.1.46) 


916,800 tons 


tons 


Estimated deliveries from now to | 
the end of season 2,900, 000 tons* 
% Owing to the reintroductica 
Stock in hand at the end of season 450,000 tons of rationing only 2,000,000 
, tons approx. will be 


52 a, 000 tons delivered. 


Requirements to the end of July are estimated as follows: 
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Bread making 320,000 tons a month. Total 2,240,900 tons 
Industries wwe 6lClCU CO " 210, 000 
Army requirements including 

German prisoners of war 20,000 " * n 14,0, Q00 
Seed 10, O00 
End of season carry Over 250, 000 

2,850,000 tons 

Stock in aand at the ist Jamary, approx 450,000 tons 
Estimated deliveries, allowin; of 

retention on farms of approx. 2,000,000 tons 
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1945 allocation 


ist semester 330,000 tons 


’ il ew Ff 


ist August 1945 to the 
end of July 1946 2,500,000 tons 


Up to the end of the year, the whole of the allocation for the first semester 
. has been delivered, plus 659,000 tone out of the allocation from august, 1945 
to July,1946, leaving a balance of 1,850,000 tons to be .elivered during 194.6. 
This requireme®t has, however, been cut down by the C.F.B. to 1,100,000 tons 


for Metropolitan France. 
Total availabilities 32550,000 tons 


7Otai requirements on 
ration 300 gms 


Balance 


TOtal requirements on | 
ration 350 gus 
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The French 
Ambassador. 


From: 


Secretary of 
State, 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
= Ss 
z 
a 


> a THE FOREIGN OFFICE, 
i} 
OU} f “= S.W. i. 


| January, 1946. 


Careful consideration has been given 
to the request contained in your letter to 
the Prime Minister of the <c2nd December, 


that in vier eS ae - yeah aauaa position 


the Tramclh, 
with which Beane ra faced in maintaining 


aworking stock of wheat to meet the 
fate b, FLT). . 
requirements of the,bread ration, this—ecountey 
Py Ne Trane Gaur. wit 
1d lite | 600,000 tons of wheat during 


Thetm 
the first sais months of 1946, and, 31 


possible, prevtde 100,000 tons of this 
Ahoubd $e .. [nevicleA Mo doubt 


pememhannshs tse ly in January. As you, xnow, 
the United Kingdom Minister of Food is 
at present visiting Washington, to discuss 


the diffieul+ world wheat position with 


7 
7 > a i - * o ee a a 
~ = s = al 


on. 
ard tle 
‘frre substance of your request was immediately 


his a! 
telegraphed to 6+,-Ben-Omite, in order 


that he might take it fully into consideration 
hé. awnth Ae V.$. 


during the discussions} Unfortunately, 


the stock position of wheat in the United 
Kingdom is also critical @s—-e-reswuit—eft the 

nar Nhat” 
cetrensl_shortege, an tee wiz) not be possible 


for HMG to return a definite answer to the 
12Guml 
French Government's wsgetetion until after 


the Minister of Food has completed his 


/discussions 


a7 pe a 
ni we 


T (ecamuhe {a 


discussions in Washington. 
therefore, we sympathise w the difficul- 
ties with which France is faced, we are 


not in a positfon to return .a favourable 


answ 


IN THIS MARGIN, 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


9719 


L7th January, 1946, 
IOe Be 13996/103/17. 
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Careful consideration has been given to the 
request containc’ in your letter to the rrime 
Minister of the 22nd December, tiat in view of 
Se - eritical DOS ition with which the Prench 
Governwent is faced in maintaining a working 
stock of wheat to moet the requirements of the 
Vrench brend ration, His Unjesty’s Government should 

urnish the French Goverment with 300,000 tons of 
prety é ngpelen the first four montns of + Os and 

int if possible, 100,000 tons of this rsmount 
si 10:1, La ve provided carly ii senuery, AS you no 

abt Know, the Unitec Ainsdom ‘linister of Food is 
= oresent Visitin«: Jashington to liscuss the world 
wheat 2esition, and the substance of your request 
wos immediately telerrsnhed to him in order that 
ne rischt teaxe it fully into co ons lderation Aawtsr65 
his discussions with the ‘inited States covérnment,. 
Unrortunately the stock nos tion of wheet in the 
United Minecom is also eritical. and I regret that 
it will not ve possible for His Majcsty's *overnment 
to return a derinite answer to the French 
Government's request until after ¢t Minister of 
Pood has completed his discussions in .ashington,Memwhik 
i can assure you that His H-jesty's Government are 
fully awarc of the magnitude of the difficvuities 
which face the French Government on this account, 


eee 
pure Suceraly 
His mxcellency SO Saer 02 our 


Monsieur René Massisli » K.B.E., 


Fortnightly kconomic Report No 13, 


Reg stry ¢ | , 
Number 2 14005/103/17 | Transmits economic report No. 12 covering coal 
i\food and agriculture, clectricty, industrial 


TELEGRAM FROM ‘Situation, transport, labour, and overseas trade, 
Mr. Duff Cooper ,Paris, 
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Repeated to Consular Posts in France No. 85 SAVING. 
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ember AS jays) bee 24 
he outpu 


3°08 in the week e 
reach 
reached 866 tons, @ slight 


t tet front 


2. There seems to meye — an a in the 


sere into SO France from me . Bei sas ha 
those — pe ng ; nee situa io 


ee me 18 now smgetitiy® an 
= Sisely a er ae A gign 
went spliere is deti of deliveries of Ruhr 
good, 
So. Deliveries of pitch for making ovoids and briquettes 
have fallen down with consequent in to prospects for the 
winter. Cargoes are on the way from the U ted States and 


from Canada and every effort is be made to increase exports 
from the United King and the penne 


PITWOO 


4, Agreement has been arrived at regarding the export of 
pitwood trom France to the United Kingdom ion al 


FOOD AND _AGRICULTURI. 
5. The food position in December has shown a slight 


improvenent and it is hoped to maintain the rations at the 
present level during the winter months, 


The meat 15508 in perticnlar is still 


ecause, owl shortage i fe 
oh the’ f livestock at tage Of tageous pri 3o0’ak 
ery 


he farm, The addlition of Spe Ss 
“te . essful and se deettin 


s not 
eked s “from Jamary ist, 
Meat allocation for 1946 are still wnder discussion in 


sical rea ae ie eres 


‘that France wi allocated the the. 


es 
cad of 
ration 


is vo he eain 


000, bs A by as equivalent. ° 
3°000, 006 1bs.0.W. 6: 


Unit ed 


404000,0 


28,000,000 Ibs, 0..2. 


2. 


United States - 204,000,000 lbs. oc. w.e, 


Most of pte Rae take the form of canned meat and the Fr 
enc 
aaTe, , Saeees here , requested an increase in their carcase = 
supplies nk m Cénada at the expense of the United Kingdom, 
compensating the United Kingses by an equivalent 

share of the French Argentine allseation No decision 
regarding this proposa has yet been reached, 


8. (Bread) - There has been much discussi 
as to whether or not bread will be put back on er 
Tt has no¥ been rey peas that during the first month of 
ning consumpti Lo. ne on an 
the towns and 40 to 50% the country distriote. ie 


On t 
other hand, seports eiat have not been arri 
sufficient quantities to meet the ont I fall riving ia production, 


Priges ty vil out be .> 99 back gh “list t of, Fationsd commbditics 


a 
made to Ameri aie sti es of wheat to Franc 
and the French wb ier the e i of th = , 


tnd fo. 700,000, tops hs i Sougiss Seif" “We Baas S24 Pegs 


France were 6s 150, 000 tons : is | 
( Wine) Owir £0. Gif ficulties of trans France has 


» saan able to 000 hectolitres of e a. month from 
he vria instead of the & 800, 5080 hectolitres required. to mintain 
a distribution of 4 litres a head, tt is hoped, however, to 
effect some improvement by the end of the year. 


Potatoes) - This year's potato c has been dis- 
a SP toes) 500 tons apnto tely will be available 


for dis butt 4 to ase cers, a8 against the earlier 
cotinate of i, 000, 000 This means Sthat there will only 


five or r six distributions of potatoes during the winter. 


AS chong 806 000 tons mare been bought in A ca to cover 
the ~ # between now one Day, —— have so far arrived. The 
Ss: 


serious to shortage acc ‘in part for the abnormal increase 
in brea consumption : 3 


i3. is still shaxt. Recent ‘light falls of. vain, have 
not improved ve a tuation. he colder weather, with frozen dans, 


- S Sw 
make grea oars | n ves thetef are, been 


yes, iron 


80 Pentt 
| es as 
or na nal defence, 


12, 


5. 


The nationalisation of electricity is still under 
that General de 


12 

diseussi It will be remembered Gaulle has 
twice sed that proposals wili be put before the 

g ooperers 


Ass y before the end of the year Oo final text 
has yet seen the light of day, and. ind it is believed that this 
is due to. disagreement on the final draft, of which there are 
reported to be three versions, - 


JSTRIAL SITU | | 
| Industry is still conditioned 
despite a allocations for December, 
on electricity, which are particularly serious in amepnecring, 
and by et = "transport. ynere is nowerer os ota of. th 
improv number of wa 4 e e 
Chemical industry “is. 


is ina less gatisfact 
condition than most in ries; lack of power, delay in the. 
Osh very” of raw materials and other factors are causing 


stoppages. 


14, There is little alteration in the general position 
of She e chemical industries; but some provenen’ over October 
bs rubber and. SOaD was recorded during November. 
The ¢ he tgtal. ou rte ht of pet and board in October reached 
est flare recorded since the 
iikerstian but no ‘aaee than 55% of the 


b 


iby hortages, of coal, : 


average pre-war 


aoaeet ion The output of in October was 14, 000 
ae Tig, 03°00, tons wag, meshabioa? pulp, and’ 5,80 
ve e Vv c 
a hemloat (a2 SO RB tet: po I Page & enemas tit, 2 


promis Owing to shortages. of pale “suDpLy and. “fil 
sore to 


fficulties over t | 
hrough the unsatisfactory fant ota oP the Pe Pranco/Swedish 
commercial agreement. 


15. oe is setouorsh 


be conal der 


that tion in the detaie. 
£ <aaperes ently for the authorities to 
seine ter DEE oe a, a reduction in prices, in 


be Fh. of the and consequent ee overhead 
ry vecveral times og ill pever‘haless renin sa 
and Wes t in the northern mills — SY es se 

expanaien n 0 ber by son with September, and 
woollen spinning reached over 68% of the i 58 ‘level. 


h 
7a none, | 


rete fe at earl, tte itaemtaticn 2 te samo 
s 
to 1s, "that as a t of recent ace ts to 
Liberty shipé are not to og s whic 
learance ow the 
in of effect, that the already h heavil rly cated rafiveys 
have to carry a heavier} 
TRANSPORT. 
e week ended Bs... December amounted 
te sof ine Ear STRahS PEF 
a ous we s 0 
161, 18 respectively. 
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ASK 
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The strain on a Newhaven-Di 


ey are beet service 


to arrange 
COE emer, Pets et ioe Pe 


pre get A nasy. Sereere es a have 80 ° but there are Chrough 
Sy Se RF are are prospects 
19, American air AS py to France are developing 


is wenmtant exsessive. 


ae oe : 


a 
month, and that these figures wi 


DISTRIBUTION. 


20. There have been rumours of a change in the timeseo 
n, and the Ministry of Finance have found it necessary 
ny them. The price of tobacco and ci ttes has been 
ed to cover the cost of increased allowances to 
Some ement of the. cloth situation 
the release of 50 textile 
suppression of the ratio 
cotten. The manufacture of espadrilles has 
38° on Gee of rew materials, and it is expec 
me at > ad Sing tole — will sell at about frs. 100 will be 


be tripled by next June. 


OVERSEAS TRADE. 


21. It 4s understood that the Prence/Swedi sh Trade 
Agreement, which was signed in June, has not worked 
satisfactorily Owing to the Anabil ity of the French, ite 
subsidies, to produce the goods, At a recent meeting o — 
mixed Commission set ue er the Seroenent as was & agreed 


Wg x riquiaate't nsfer some 33. 

ld 1i te the debt phates “,) + Sweles, Ho 

7 ‘ds Sweden will no OW -_ 
livery of further 


hat French 


- he pretee va Mea) the, 
° “This should. eS oa: three 
tas fixed for tvelve yt 


greement of last June. 


22. Negotiations with Russia are still progress oe but 
tion is available other than optimistic Press reports 
French may be able to obtain petroleum 


er and wheat from Russia, Transport will 
3 at PHoulty: , 
cares a re A, 


int 
eS or Lend 
af vesenstenetion items not alrea 


‘ fr opeait. of Sie million dollars has also been granted 
by rtaetae. 


reported that phe Freneh nave obtaine: 

eo) years at 2— 

to pay for materials 
Europe 


D. 


27,550 private cars and 8,270 lorries. It remains in the 
jong run to. to pe seen whether they will be able to compete 
marke . : 


25. Negotiations are re rted to be contiming regarding 
in hough th but little - 


Posie pene eae BAS, ve D roposed't sereen is a seper's Bat 
acta ¢ i hohe ats, are — 


ob to granting the Bia for which th 
ie ilms per “the Ane a wd 


~~ 

rrogrese contimues to be limited by the shortage 
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below war level s, st requirements represent man 
sames “he aaeet 1938 Produc ction, Output of bricks in 1945 is 
crpectet be _ O 8, of cement 44% of tiles 20% and 
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PETROLEUM, 


27. The Directeur des Cerburants has confirmed that there 
is not in the various decrees constituting the Bureau 
de Recherches de Petrole which makes mention of the 
nationality of the persons or organisation who a 4 apply 
for prospecting licences in French territories: 
discrimination, in short. 
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28. (Strikes es ) Following a long period of 
dissatisfac On a tiatio the Cartel of ag 
» yal Railwa 


Goveranan’ Bp Employees, ch includes the Postme y- 
men's, Scho@l Teachers other Federations, threatened O 
strike unless their demand for a Payy; Ssenas allowance of 
1, frs. a month ue grentes by 1lth December, 1945, The 
demand was noe ie yt date and a tokem s 6, lasting 
one hour, pla ce eon the ne day. | Employ ees of the 
railways’ (wh he exception of ess ersonnel on trains) 
metro, buses, Post ffice, Pub ate ces, oe 
and School Teachers were affected. The " of work 
passe? ° off Rainy. incident and later 50, ers attended 
meeting at the Vélodrome d'Hiver. The Governnent claim 
that the increased demand would cost 32 milliard francs 
£160,000 ned a year and that, in view of the present 
Fesee ed co asion, the country could not bear the extra 
nancia en, 


299. The Government's latest offer, which is re paved to 
cost 10 ‘milliara francs, includes a residence inde 
verses rding to tg the, “. 4 R ape Wer ma , of 
"fiving! indent ontiy . Fy varying with 
tae ht size * of he town, end” increas gantkt, t's allowances. 
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S.W.1. 
10th January ,1946 
(Z 14005/103/17) 


Dear Chancery, 


Your telegram No. 614 Seving 
of the 22nd December. 


2. Unless you heve some 
special reason for not doing so, 
would you in future please repeat 
(saving, your Fortnishtly Economic 
Reports to Brussels, The Hague and 
Washington as requested in the 
third paragreph of our letter of 
the Slst October‘ You do not seem 
to have been ecting on thst request. 


Yours ever, 


WESTBRN UBF ARTMENT. 


The Chencery, 
British Embassy, 
Feris. 


Regist 
Nombs, Z|14020/103/17 


FROM \M.Massigli, 


French Embassy. 
No. 474 


Dated 2end Dec.1945 


Received 
in Resistry Bist Dec.1945 
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Coal supplies from the Ruhr. 


Refers to Foreign Office letter of 18th 
December (Z 13422/103/17), concerning the 

meeting held on 21st December to discuss the 

Ruhr to France. 
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Dated 18th Dec.1944. 
Received 


in Regisiry {6th Jane1945-. 


2: France 


oO onsie Oidebard for treason. 


Transmits copy of Lyons despatch to Paris No. 
10 of the 18th December, reporting the opening on the 
14th December of the trial for treason of a man 
Called Poidebard, or Bruchet, whose agency, founded 
with the object of checking fraudulent claims, was 
extended before and during the German occupation to 
cover political information about employees of 
subscribing firmse 
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For Pais 


poy 


His Majesty's Consul-General at Lyons presents 
his compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 


herewith the undermentioned enclosure. 


Lyons, December 18th., 1944. 


> 


Reference to previous correspondence: Nil. 


Enclosure. Subject 


wee ae 


Copy of H.M.C.G.'s Desp. Political 
to H.M. Ambassador, Paris, in Lyons; 


No. 10 of December 18th., “ : t 
1944. L’ Atpaue MiSs ey he 


Lyons, 
 eDéecember bth., 1944 


a 
‘ 
? ’ ’ 
. 


sir, 

I have the honour to report that on December llth. 
the local press published a statement issued by the 
Commi ssé¥iat de La Rique regarding the discovery of 
an ageney established at Lyons which had compiled an inde 
of some one hundred thousand names of workmen employed in 


this neighbourhood. 


Pe A further sivatement issued three days later 
explained that the establishment had been founded in 1920 
by one Poidebard, alias 3ruchet, at the instance of the 
Syndicat des Teinturiers, with the object of checking 
fraudulent claims arising out of industrial eccidents. 

Ten years later the manager was induced by the employers 
who subseribed to his agency to extend its range so as to 
include political information. During the oceupation its 
services became available for the purposes of the Service 
Gu Travail Obligatoire. 


de Poidebard was also the Lyons agent of the Entente 
Internationale Anti-Marziste. 


4. On December 14th. the Parquet directed that an 
encuiry should be opened "contre XI et tous autres", the 
charge being one of treason. 


5. Seme two hundred oOusiness houses of this distriet 
appéar to be implicated, andsamongst these are a number of 
well-known names. 


6. A branch office of the enterprise has been 
discovered at St. itienne. 


{7 


‘The Right Honourable 
Ae Duff Cooper, D.5.0., MePo, 
Ete., Ete., Etc. 
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re, 328/ 2556/17 Rigamd, poms . i 
TELEGRAM FROM ~ 1° Refers to Mr. Holmen’s letter ef Sra July to 
ir. Duff Cooper, Paris, |Mr- Mack. .*. 4110/5660/17-1944). 
, — .  ., Reports press announcement en 5th Januery of the 
15 Saving jarrest in Paris of | » Dubreuil and Rigand, the 
vy latter carrying letters .indicated the former's 
a “7th Jan.1945. eee 35 France, presumably te safeguard his 
Receiver nancial interests. News of both arrests has bee 
in Regtstry Sth Jan.1945- |received with satisfaction in France. 
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Z: France 


Trials for collaboration. 


Refers to Paris telegram 339 Saving of 23rd 
November, 1944, (Z 7936/3794/17). Reports that b 
recently the Courts of Justice in France have continued 
to try persons accused of collaboration offences 
which were against the laws of France before June, 
1940. The Provincial Courts are considered 
more severe than the Paris Court, but no statistics 
are available. Discusses the sentences, which are 


mainly passed on minor personages, and comments on 
the continuation of lynch law. 
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


FRANCE. January 11, 1945. 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 1. 


ARCHIVES | 
[Z 825/255 /17) Copy No. 


Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr. Eden.—(Recerved 11th January.) 


o. 11. 

Sir Paris, 4th January, 1945. 
| WITH reference to my Saving telegram No. 339 of the 23rd November, | 
have the honour to report that in recent weeks the courts of justice throughout 
France have continued to try persons accused of acts of collaboration which are 
offences against the laws of France as they stood on the 16th June, 1940. No 
official statistics on the activity of these courts have yet been published, and it is 
therefore not possible to form any estimate from the meagre reports in the Paris 

ress of the total number of cases tried, or the proportion of the accused who have 
beet convicted. It is clear, however, that there have been a large number of death 
sentences. On one day in November as many as seventeen were reported, and 
almost every day the Posie press briefly reports two or more death sentences in 
the provinces. It is:the general impression that the provincial courts are more 
severe than the Paris Court and the number of commuted death sentences seems 
to confirm this. There have certainly been some savage sentences in the provinces. 
In one case (not reported in the Paris press) a whole family of five, including a 
small child, were condemned to death because one son had worked for the Gestapo. 
In the event only two of the five were executed. 

2. Very few figures of national importance have been tried in the provinces, 
and, although there have been some trials of senior officials, it is clear that the 
great majority of the accused are small fry. There is no reason to suppose that 
they have not deserved the punishment they have received. For the most part, 
they are stated to have been guilty of active co-operation with the Gestapo, and 
especially of the denunciation of patriots. Of the high officials tried in the 
provinces, the most os guny ~ are Angeli, ex-Regional Prefect of Lyons, whose 
conviction was quashed by the Lyons Court of Appeal, and whose re-trial will 
take place shortly ; and Angelo Chiappe, brother of the notorious Prefect of Police, 
who was a viciously pro-German prefect under Vichy and who was recently 
condemned to death by the Court of Justice at Nimes: In his speech in the 
Assembly on the 27th December the Minister of the Interior said that five 
intendants of police (senior police officials of a region under Vichy) had been 
condemned to death. At least one of these Cussonac, who narrowly escaped 
lynching in the incident at Lyons which arose out of Angeli’s conviction (see 
Mr. Parr’s despatch to me, No. 4 of the 7th December) has now been executed. 

3. A disquieting feature of the situation in the provinces is the continuance 
of incidents of lynch justice, which appear, indeed, to have recently become more 
frequent. Almost.every day the Fzgaro, in its section on the progress of the 
purge, contains a list of two or three incidents headed ‘‘ Summary Executions ” 
or ‘* Kidna pings which are reported, even in this paper, whose leader-writers 
have recently taken a Cp, line against the excesses of the purge, without any 
critical comment: Nearly all these incidents appear to take B ies, in the south of 
France. The victims are nearly always stated to have worked for the Germans. 
Among recent cases were a parish priest in the Annecy district and another in 
the Pyrenees, a woman who had worked as a cook for the Gestapo, and various 
ex-members of the Milice. A more prominent victim was General Barthelemy, 
a of the Légion des Combattants. Still more serious are cases of the 
— of individuals who had been condemned to death but who have success- 
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Committee of Liberation called a public meeting, which was addressed by repre 
sentatives of the Confédération générale du Travail and the Resistance 
organisations, the majority of whom appear to have been Communists. At the 
conclusion of thé meeting the crowd marched to the Sub-Prefecture, demanding 
the carrying out of the death sentence on Farger. Meanwhile, a detachment of 
police from ee removed Farger from the fort at Alés where he was 
bs gone At the news of this the crowd went to the fort, forced its way in 

shot four men who had been condemned to death. When the car :carrying 
Farger to the Montpellier prison arrived at the latter town it was dio gm by 
six armed men in another car, who overpowered ‘Farger’s guards and put him up 
against a wall and shot him. 

4. The Paris press naturally gives far more prominence to proceedings im 
the Paris Court of Justice than to trials m the provinces. A number of. 
sub-sections or panels of ‘this court are now sitting. M. de Menthon informed 
the Consultative Assembly on the 5th December that no ‘less than twenty-five sub- 
sections would be established during December, but it would not appear from the 
press that anything like this number has yet been attained. The Paris Court of 
Justice is not in any sense a High Court, and it has not yet tried any figures of 
the first rank. The Ministers and the highest officials of the Vichy Administration 
will be tried before the High Court of Justice set up under the ordinance of ‘the 
18th November, reported in Mr. Holman’s despatch No. 394 of the 14th December, 
and which may begin to sit in about a month’s time. The Paris Court has, 
however, tried a number of notable collaborators in recent ‘weeks. In addition 
to the infamous gang of Lafont, Bony, &c., whose trial was fully reported in my 
despatch No. 424 of the 19th December, and erght of whom were shot on the 
27th December, Maurice Tate having been reprieved for his part in the Liberation 
of Paris, the court has'‘tried a number of journalists, speakers on the wireless and 
other publicists of standing. Sentences have varied widely, a fact which led 
M. Francois Mauriac fm a recent-article te describe trial by the court as ‘‘ the new 
lottery.’’ He referred in particular to the contrast between the sentence of death 
passed on Paul Chak, an elderly ex-naval officer and naval historian, who was 
president of the Committee of Anti-Bolshevik Action, of the Cercle Aryen, and 
who wrote anti-British and anti-Soviet articles in Awjourd’ hui, and the sentence 


of five years’ imprisonment imposed on Albertimi, formerly secretary-general of 
the Rassemblement National Populaire and right-hand man to Déat. The 
astonishingly light sentence on Albertini has been much criticised in the press 
and in the Cohsultative Assembly. While the majority of the accused before the 
Paris Court of Justice have ares that they were misled or honestly mistaken 


and have asked for merey, Albertini and Lucien Combelle, director of a pro- 
German weekly named Révolution nationale, took an aggressive line, maintaining 
that they were quite right in ‘working for German victory. Lucien Combelle also 
escaped with fifteen years’ imprisonment, and M. Mauriac suggested in the 
leading article referred to above that these tactics were more effective with the 
court than the pleas for mercy of men such as Paul Chak and Suarez. 

5: The most important recent case before the Paris Court has been that of 
‘Henri Béraud, well known for his famous anti-British article of 1935, who 
continued under the occupation to write violently anti-British and anti-Gaullist 
articles in Gringoire. At his trial on. the 29th December he maintained 
throughout that he was never pro-German. He admitted that he hated the English 
‘from the days of Joan of Arc to the suppression of the Irish rebellion,’’ ‘but he 
claimed ‘that he disliked most foreigners and loved only France—a point of view 
which arouses sympathy here and, mutatis mutandis, in most countries. Among 
the many witnesses against him, the most notable was Admiral Muselier, who 
recalled Béraud’s insulting references to himself and said that the number of 
inhabitants of Saint-Pierre who voted for collaboration with the Axis corre- 

oonded ex: with the number of subscribers to Gringoire. Unfortunately, 
Admiral Muselier is not a figure that commands universal respect. Béraud was 
condemned to death. It 1s perhaps worth reporting that two separate attempts 
‘were made to induee His Majesty’s ‘Embassy to intervene-on Béraud’s behalf. In 


ot | # nh Many arrests of note 


e 


Economy in the last Daladier Government, of which he was wrongly thought to 
be one of the staunchest members. He is accused of intelligence with the enemy 
and of subsidising two collaborationist Phinney newspapers. The other is 
Pierre Gentin, Deputy for the Aube and former Minister of Commerce. 

7. Apart from the directors of Air France, whose arrest was reported in 
my Savingram No. 501, the outstanding arrest of.an economic collaborator is that 
of Ardent, head of the Société Générale. A number of Lyons businessmen have 
been arrested for black market dealings in the interest .of the enemy and for 
spoblapens information which assisted the forced recruiting of labour for 

xermany. One hundred and thirty firms are stated to be involved. The Paris 
Gas Company has been placed under sequester for acts of collaboration with the 
enemy. The Paris Committee of Liberation is now agitating for similar action 
in the case of the Paris Metropolitan Railway Company, whose director-general 
is stated to have consistently helped the enemy by repairing military transport, 
by organising the surveillance of members of the incwtaiins among the staff and 
by. actively ‘helping in the oe of German troops to the Normandy front 
during the summer campaign. No action has yet been taken against the company. 
There may be another side to the picture, as, according to certain reports, the 
company actively assisted the Resistance by hiding important stocks of coal, 
which were much used by the producer gas-driven vehicles of Resistance 
organisations. The clamour for a more extensive purge of industry and business 
continues, but the Minister of Industrial Production, speaking in the Assembly 
on the 20th December, gave a strong hint that he considered that the time had 
come to call a halt. In his New Year broadcast General de Gaulle, too, made it 
clear that he stood for a policy of conciliation rather than of vengeance. ‘‘ Who 
of us,’’ he asked, “* has never made a mistake? Who of us has nothing with which 
to reproach himself? ’’ The difficulty of pursuing such a policy, as he has always 
ty ge is that it may lead to just those lawless excesses to which reference 
has been made earlier in this despatch. So long as people believe that the guilty 
will be punished, they are prepared to leave them to the law, but when they begin 
to doubt that this is so, they will take the law into their own hands. The 
condemnation of Pucheu was a case in point. His execution at Algiers, 


according to law, may have prevented the committal of many outrages during the 
early days of liberation. 


I have, &c. 
DUFF COOPER. 
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With reference to my Saving telegram No. 339 of the 23rd November, 
I have the honour to report. that in recent weeks the Courts of Justice 
throughout France have contimed to try persons accused of acts of col- 
laboration which are offences against the laws of France as they stood 
on the 16th June 1940. No official statistics on the activity of .these 
Courts have yet been published, and it is therefore not possible to form 
any estimate from the meagre reports in the Paris press of the total number 
of cases tried, or the proportion of the accused who have been convicted. 
It is clear, however, that there have been a large number of death 
sentences. On one day in November as many as 17 were reported, and almost 
every day the Faris press briefly reports two or more death sentences in 
the Provinces. It is the general impression that the Provi Courts 
are more severe than the Paris Court and the number of commted death 
sentences seems to confirm this. There have certainly been some savage 
sentences in the Provinces. In one case (not reported in the Paris press) 
a whole family of five, including a small child, were condemned to death 
because one son had worked for the Gestapo. In the event only two of the 
five were executed. 


2s Very few figures of national importance have been tried in the Provinces, 
and although there have been some trials of senior officials, it 1a clear 
that the great majority of the accused are small fry. There is no reason 

to suppose that they have not deserved the punishment they have received. 

For the most part, they are stated to have been guilty of active cooperation 
with the’ Gestapo and especially of the denunciation of patriots. Of the 


high officials tried in the Provinces the most important are Angeli, ex- 


Regional Prefect of ‘Lyons whose conviction was quashed by the Lyons Court 
OL,-ippeal, and whose re-trial will take place shortly; and Angelo Chiappe, 
brother of the notorious Prefect of Police, who was a viciously pro-German 
Prefect under Vichy and who was recently condemned to death by the Court of 
Justice at Nimes. In his speech in the Assembly on the 27th December, the 
Minister of the Interior said that five Intendants of Police (senior police 
officials of a Region under Vichy) had been condemned to death. At least one 
of these, Cussonac, who nerrowly escaped lynching in the incident at lyons 
which arose out of Angeli's conviction (see Mr. Parr's despatch to me No. 4 
of the 7th December) has now been executed. 


3. A disqieting feature of the situation in the Provinces is the 
continuance of incidents of lynch justice, which appear indeed to have 
recently become more frequent. Almost every day, the "Figaro" in its 
section on the progress of the Purge, contains a list of two or three 
incidents headed "Summary Executions" or "Kidnappings" which are reported, 
even in this paper, whose leader writers have recently taken a strong line 
against the excesses of the Purge, without any critical comment. Nearly 
all these incidents appear to take place in the South of Frame. The 
victims are nearly always stated to have worked for the Germans. Among 
recent cases were a parish priest in the Annecy district and another in 
the Pyrenees, a woman who had worked as a cook for the Gestapo, md warious 
ex-members of the Milice. \ A more prominent victim was General Barthelemy, 
President of the Légion des Combattants. Still more serious are cases of 
the lynching of individuals who had been condemned to death but who have 
successfully appealed either in cassation or for clemency. Three cases, 
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involving eleven individuals, have been reported during the last week, 

At Bourges a man and a woman, whose death sentences had been comnuted 

to hard labour for life, were kidnapoed from the prison and shot. At 
Béziers on the 20th December, four individuals, including a woman, whose 
eppeal in cassation had succeeded and who were béing transferred to 
Montpellier under a guard of gendarmes, were kidnapped and shot down with 
sub-machine suns, A still more serious incident of this kind was reported 
from the same area on the 28th December, When it was amounced at Alés 
that the death sentence of the former Mayor of the town, Marcel Farger, 
had been commited to twenty years hard labour, the local Committee of. 
Liberation called a public meeting, which was addressed by representatives 
of the Conféderation Générale du Travail and the Resistance organisations 
the majority of whom appear to have been Communists. At the conclusion 
of the meeting, the crowd marched to the Sub=Prefecture, demanding tne 
carrying out of the death sentence on Farger, ieanwhile a detachnent 

of police from Montpellier removed Farger from the fort at Alés where he 
was imprisoned. At the news of this the crowd went to the fort, forced 
its way in and shot four men who had been condemned to death. When the 
car carrying Farger to the liontpellier prison arrived at the latter town, 
it was stopped by six armed men in another car, who overpowered Farger's 
guards and put him up against a wall and shot hin, 


Lie The Paris press naturally sives far more prominence to proceedings 

in the Paris Court of Justice than to trials in the Provinces. A number 
of sub-sections or panels of this Court are now sitting. Monsieur de 
Menthon informed the Consultative Assembly on the 5th Decenber that no 
less than twenty-five sub-sections would be established during December, 
but it would not appear fron the press that anything like this number has 
yet been attained, The Paris Court of Justice is not in any sense a High 
Court, and it has not yet tried any figures of the first rank, The 
ministers and the highest officials of the Vichy Adainistration will be 
tried before the High Court of Justice set up under the ordinance of the 
18th November, reported in Mr. Holman's despatch No. 39 of the 1th 
December, and which may begin to sit in about a month's time, The Paris 
Court has, however, tried a number of notable collaborators in recent 
weeks, In addition to the infamous gang of Lafont, Bony, etc., whose, 
trial was fully reported in my despatch No. 2) of the 19th December, #+— 
and eight of whom were shot on the 27th December, Maurice Tate having been 
reprieved for his part in the Liberation of Paris, the Court has tried a 
mumber of journalists, speakers on the wireless and other publicists of 
standing. Sentences have varied widely, a fact which led Monsieur Frangois 
Mauriac in a recent article to describe trial by the Court as “the new 
lottery". He referred in particular to the contrast between the sentence 
of death passed on Paul Chak, an elderly ex-Naval Officer and Naval 
historian, who was President of the Committee of anti-Bolshevik Action, of 
the Cercle Aryen, and who wrote anti-British and anti-Soviet articles in 
"Augourd'hui", and the sentence of five years imprisonment imposed on 
Albertini, formerly Secretary-General of the Rassenblement National Populaire 
and. right-hand man to Déat. The astonishingly light sentence on Albertini 
has been much criticised in the press and in the Consultative Assembly. 
While the majority of the accused before the Paris Court of Justice have 
pleaded that they were misled or honestly mistaken and have asked for 
mercy, Albertini and Lucien Combelle, Director of a pro-German weekly 
named “Revolution Nationale", took an ageressive line, maintaining that 
they were quite right in working for Geman victory, ‘lucien Combelle 

also escaped with fifteen years imprisonment, and Monsieur Mauriac suggested 
in the leading article referred to above that these tactics were more 


effective with the Court than the pleas for mercy of men such as Paul 
Chak and Suarez. 


oe The most important recent case before the Paris Court has been that 

Eacow : aiewel, well-imow for his famous anti-British article of 1935, F 

fe ; A under the ne to write violently antd-British Aaa eae a 4 
artic i fi cto At his trial on etcae 29th December, = 
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he maintained throughout that he was never pro-Germman, He admitted 
that he hated the English "from the days of Joan of Arc to the suppression 
of the Irish rebellion" but he claimed that he disliked most foreigners 
and loved only France, a point of view which arouses sympathy here and, 
mutatis mutandis in most countries. Among the many witnesses against him 


the most notable was Admiral Muselier, who recalled Béraud's insulting 
references to himself and said that the number of inhabitants of Saint 
Pierre who voted for collaboration with the Axis corresponded exactly with 
the number of subscribers to "Gringoire", Unfortunately Admiral Muselier 
is not a figure that commands universal respect. Béraud was condemned to 
death, It is perhaps worth reporting that two separate attempts were 
made to induce His Majesty's Enbassy to intervene on Béraud's behalf, In 
one case it was represented that he was certain to be acquitted and that 
his acquittal would seriously damage British prestige, since it would be 
generally supposed that he had only been prosecuted because of British 
pressure; in the other, that his conviction after a trial giving great 
publicity to his anti-British articles, would be interpreted in the same 
way. I need hardly say that no notice was taken of these suggestions. 


6. - There have not been many arrests of note during the pest month. Of 

two ex-ministers arrested, the best known is Patenotre, liinister of 

National Economy in the last Daladier Government, of which he was wrongly 
thought to be one of the staunchest members. He is accused of intelligence 
with the enemy and of subsidising two collaborationist Provincial newspapers. 
The other is Pierre Gentin, deputy for the ‘Aube' and former Minister of 
Commerce, 


ve Apart from the Directors of Air France, whose arrest was reported in 
my Savingram No. 501, the outstanding arrest of an economic collaborator 
is that of Ardent, head of the Société Générake. <A number of Lyons 
businessmen have been arrested for black market dealings in the interest 
of the enemy and for providing information which assisted the forced 
recruiting of labour for Germany. One hundred and thirty firms are stated 
to be involved, The Paris Gas Company has been placed under sequester for 
acts of collaboration with the enemy. The Paris Cammittee of Liberation 
is now agitating for similar action in the case of the Paris Metropolitan 
Railway Company, whose Director-General is stated to have consistently 
helped the eneny by repairing military transport, by organising the 
surveillance of members of the Resistance among the staff and by actively 
helping in the transport of German troops to the Normandy front during 


the summer campaign, No action has yet been taken against the Company. 
There may be another side to the picture, as, according to certain reports, 
the Campany actively assisted the Resistance by hiding important stocks of 
coal, which were much used by the producer gas-driven vehicles of 
Resistance organisations. The clamour for a more extensive Purge of 
industry and business continues, but the Minister of Industrial Proftuction 
speaking in the Assembly on the 20th December, gave a strong hint that he 
considered that the time had come to call a halt. In his New Year broadcast 
General de Gaulle too made it clear that he stood for a policy of 
conciliation rather than of vengeance, “Who of us", he asked "has never 
made a mistake? Who of us has nothing with which to reproach himself?" 

The difficulty of pursuing such a policy, as he has always recognised, is 
that it may lead to just those lawless excesses to which reference has been 


made earlier in this despatch. So long as people believe that the guilty wikl ; 


be punished, they are prepared to leave them to the law but when they begin 
to doubt that this is so, they will take the law into their own hands. | 
The condemnation of Pucheu was a case in point. His execution at Algiers, 
according to law, may have prevented the commital of many outrages during 
the early days of liberation. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
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Reprieve of Henri Béraud,. 


Refers to Paris despatch No. 11 (Z 525/255/17) 


and reports that Henri Beraud’s appeal was 
dismissed by the Court of Cassation but that on 


the 12th January he was reprieved and his sentence 


committed to hard labour for life. 
very little press comment but short protests 
appeared in "Humanite” and "Le Populaire". 
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Beraud's appeal in Cessation was dismissed. Or . 
12th it was announced that he had been reprieved and his 
sentence comuted to hard labour for life. 


Decision is of course taken vereenally by General 
© and e is accordingly vey 5 little gga coment 


Humanite and Populaire carry short protest. 
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Arrest of Mme Yves Ohanteau for collaboration 


Encloses copy of letter from Mrs. Muntz, 
regarding the arrest of Mme.. Yves Chanteau and 
her husband for collaboration. Mfme. Chanteau 


is the daughter of Will Dyson; 


asks whether any 


help can be given to her as she was British-born 
and suggests that the British Consul-General in 


Paris might be: approached. 
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TELEPHONES: : DDE EER, 
ABBEY 1503 a 5276 (OFFICE). - a 
KENSINGTON 6897 (HOUSE), 


With reference to the enclosed letter from 
a Mrs. Muntz, I certainly knew Will Dyson,and I 
expect you did, too = or at any rate his brilliant 
work as a cartoonisé and artist. : 


I do not know if you can suggest any way in 
which this British born lady and her husband can be 
helped, and it is possible that he or she committed 


.some offenee during the German occupation. 


I know nothing beyond what is in this letter. 


Would it,nevertheless,be possible for you to 


put through some enquiry to our Consul-Genereal in 
Paris? © 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


The Rt.Hon.Anthony Eden M.P. 
Foreign Office,5.W.I. 
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COPY | 
| | 71, Calverley Road, 
T.W. 2662 . Tunbridge Wells, 
| Ge 


27.12, 44. 


‘Dear Lord Strabolgi, 


I have received a letter from the daughter of Will 
Dyson, now Mme. Yveg Chanteau, in which she tells me that 
you were a friend of her father and that she would .».e more 
than grateful if you could give her my help in the matter 
of the return of herself and her husband to this country. 
The position is as follows: 


Since the collapse of France M. and Mme, Chanteau 
have been unable to communicate with friends in England except 
by very rare Red Cross letters. I understand that they have 
been in great straits for money, that they have been more than 
onee mobmed out and are now practically penniless though they 
have funds in this country which they cannot touch. Mme. 
Chanteau could obtain permission to return to England, but 
she states in her letter that there are urgent reasons which 
she dare not name why she must not leave her husband in France. 
She says in referring me to you, "if Lord Strabolgi knew half 
of what I am unable to tell you now, I know there isn't a 
person in England who wouldn’t do something to try to pair my 
husband out and home with me....The food situation is grim - 
since I've been:in Pris: the last two months, I've never suffered 
so much from hunger in my life .-. We are pretty well at the 
end of our tether, and it is urgent that we be pulled out 
rapidly, if pulling out is possible... Officially this 
pap rio of ours should be regarded as a repatriation and not 
a yoyage. Furniture, money, every snteveut is in England. 
(I was caught in this country in 1940. If my consul at 
Brest had done his duty I'd have been home with all the Freneh 
who were luckier than I was) Yves looks upon England as his 
home. I am emphasising this as there are so many British 
- regidents in France to whom this does not apply, because they 
resided permanently in France," 


Mmse Chanteau gives her address as c/o Westminater 
Foreign Bank, 82 Place Vendome, Paris. Her letter was brought 
to this country by a friend and posted tiere. Previous letters 
to which she refers have not reached me. If you can give me 
any help or advice I shall be most grateful. I emect you 

know that Will Dyson left no near relatives and therefore as 
an old friend I have been doing what I could on Mme. 
Chanteau's behalf since 1940, 


I enclose a stamped envelope herewith and shorld be 
glad to hear from you as 800n as conveniently possible. 


Yourg | truly, 


(Signed) (Miss ) Hope Munts. 
The Lord teetebet, 3 
The House of Lords, 
Westminster, S.W.1, 
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Thenk you for your letter of the 8th January sbdout 
Monsieur and Medame Yves Chanteau. 


we were asked last eutumn to a enquiries about 
Konsieur Ghanteeu’s difficulties with the French seuthoritie 
These enquiries showed thet during the German occupstion 
BKonsieur Chanteau engaged in activities of which the French 
suthorities were entitled to take a serious view and that } 
wes eccordingly errested efter the liberation of Srittany. 
In response to outside pressure the French reluctently agre 
to release Monsicur CGhanteau, but without acquitting him o 
the offence with which he was cherged. 


In the circumstances it is unlikely that the French 
au*horities would give Monsieur Chanteau en exit permit in 
order to enable him to leave France and improbeble that the 
i1uthorities concerned here would ggree to authorize the gre 
to him of a United Kingdom entry visa. 


Nedeme Chanteau hes alresdy been advised by a Britis 
officer, who is in a position to know whet course of sction 
is in her best interests, to lie low and hope that the char 
egeinst her husbend will blow over. Meanwhile, the less sl 
borings herself or her husband to the notice of the French 
authorities the better from her point of view. 


I return herewith the enclosures to your letter. 


YOURS SINCBRELY 
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From Lord Strabolgi. Fit. PF tee 


ad i oa 
®...... 53. HARRINGTON GA sin, Ul 
6897. INDEX . LONDON. S. W. ~ Se 


February 5th 1945. 7 


Dear Private Secretary, ‘es 
“1 


Please thank Mr.Eden 
very much from me for his helpful |V 
letter about M. and Mme. Yves 
Chanteau. | 


ln view of what he tells 
me about the activities of M.. 
Chanteau,l shall certainly take no 
further action in the matter. 


Yours very truly, 


¥: 
7 


Reference: 2.824/255/17 


The Private Secretary to the 
Rt.Hon.Anthony Edem M.P., 
Foreign Office,5.W.I. 
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intervention on behalf of M. Cari : 

JOLonel Boyle, Aide-de-Camp to the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff has asked for advice on a 
question of intervention with the French authorities 
on behalf of -M. Carles, former Mayor of Lille, who 
has been arrested for collaboration. A Senior 
French General askéd the French Militery Attaché 
to inform the Chief of the GOmperial General Staff of 


Received | 7m re the arrest and for information whether he would be 
in Registry ) 4 willing to make a short statement about his relations 
with M. Carles in 1940. 
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26533 F.O.P. 


Western Department. 
Mr. Harvey. 
Sir A. Ca 


Goat 1. 


Colonel Boyle, A.D.C. to the C.1I.G.5. 
has asked for advice on the following 
matter. 


When the C.1.G.5. was in France 
at the beginning of the war he came 
into contact with M. Carles, at that 
time Mayor of Lille. He found 
M. Carles helpful then, but he has 
had no contact with him since. He has, 
however, been informed by the French 
Military Attaché (who said that he was 
approaching him, discreetly, on behalf 
of a Senior French General) that 
M. Carles is now coming up for trial in 
France on a charge of collaboration 
wit:i the Germans. The senior French 
General wishes to know whether the 
C.1.G.S. would be willing to make 
a, Short statement about his relations 
with M. Carles in 1940, which might be 
read out at the trial. 


C.1.G.S. realises that all this is) 


rather delicate and he would be grateful 
for advice of the Foreign Office. 


f- 


l2th January, 1940. 
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Arrest of MM. Morin and Brochier 
- Refers to letter of 18th October and Consular 
Department's reply of 2nd November (Z 7100/3794/17). © 
Reports that although M. Morin was released after a 
week in prison, M. Brochier is still detained, and 

it is thought that he helped in the removal of 
deposits. Encloses copy of extract from "le 
Patriote de Provence" dated 12th January, calling 
for the arrest of managers of eight Marseilles 


banks accused of having delivered f 
deposit boxes fo Me OS nena? money from safe 
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* MARSEILLES 
(22 - 2(2) 


Copied to: 
HM. Embassy, Wend. vAN 1985 


January 15th, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to our letter to the Consular 
Department dated 18th October last and to your reply dated 
2nd November (Z 7100/3794/17) on the subject of the arrest 
of Messieurs Morin and Brochier, Managers of the Marseilles 
Branch of the Westminster Foreign Bank, Limited, and of 
Barclays Bank (France) Limited, respectively. 


Morin was released after one week's confine- 
ment, but Brochier is still held in prison. We understand 
confidentially that Brochier is thought to have facilitated 
the removal of deposits by arranging for the presence of a 
lock-smith to open certain safes. Brochier's case, it is 
understood, has been referred to the Minister of Justice in 
Paris. 
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In this connexion we now enclose an article 
which appeared in "Le Patriote de Provence” of Marseilles on 
the 12th instant, calling for the immediate arrest of the 
managers of eight Marseilles Banks who are accused of having 
delivered to the Germans gold and notes lying in safe deposit 
boxes. 
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A copy of this letter has been sent to the 
Embassy. 


Yours ever, 


MARSEILLES CQy@iATE GENERAL. 


French Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l. 


te trahison des banques. 


Dans notre numéro du 23 dé 
cembre nous ‘avons dénoncé les 
huits banques marseillaises qui, 
le 48 et le 19 aofit dernier, 
avaient livré de lor et des devi- 
ses aux Allemands. 

La semaine derniére nous 
avons eu /é plaisir de voir tous 

nos confréres de la presse reprendre cette in- 
formation et dénoncer a leur tour ce scandale. 
Rappelons que c’est Je 18 novembre que les 
dossiers ont été transmis 4 M. Aubrac, com- 
missaire du gouvernement. Celui-ci les trans- 
mit immédiatement a M. Gallu, procureur gé- 
néral a Aix. M. Gallu les adressa immédia- 
tement a M. le Garde des Sceaux et le 4 jan- 
vier le ministére.de la Justice informa la 
presse qu’une enquéte était ouverte contre les 
huit banques de notre ville qui avaient volon- 
tairement livré de lor et des devises aux Alle- 
mands. C’est trés bien. N’aurait-on pas dé 
mmencert par arréter les directeurs de ces 
banques ? Pourquoi dés le 18 novembre, ne 


Fa-t-on pas fait ? Qui a eu peur de prendre 
une telle responsabilité ? 


o © 


L’article 3 de fordonnance du 
26 juin s’applique a tous les faits 
de collaboration. Ces. banques 
pouvaient fort bien se soustraire 
a Pobligation de dénonciation au 
Devisenschutz Kommando. 

ll était possible aux directeurs 


P 
: 
q 


blurs facilement que ces établissements 
t un certain nombre de coffres ou 


magne. II suffisait de refaire quelques feuilles 
de comptes et quelques cartes de signatures en 
modifiant les noms et les adresses. 

Toutes ces banques possédaient des coflres 

en location au nom de clients connus par 
leurs sentiments antiallemands. C’était donc 
simple de diriger les effractions des boches 
sur des coffres vides en refaisant les cartes 
des signatures. 
* Ces directeurs pouvaient aussi, sans aucun 
risque, donner les noms des locataires des 
cofires abandonnés ; c’est-a-dire ‘les noms de 
ceux qui n’ont plus donné signe de vie depuis 
des années, mais qui ont tout de méme con- 
servé la clé. A _ priori, ces coffres’ pouvaient 
étre présumés vides. 

Une vérification minutieuse par le Divisen- 
schutz Kommando aurait été trés difficile et 
pratiquemens impossible., 
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de fournir un état « néant », | 


de dépits au nom de clients ennemis de I’Alle- | 


C'est le 15 aoiit au matin que 
les troupes franco-alliées ont dé- 
barqué en Provence et le méme 
jour les principaux services alle- 
mands quittaient en hate Mar- 
seille. Les premiéres confisca- 
tions eurent lieu le 18. Etant 
donné le nombre considérable 

de coffres qui existent dans chaque banque 
et le désir d’opérer et de fuir qu'avaient.. les 
boches, il: leur eft été matériellement impos- 
sible de les faire ouvrir tous par effraction 
pour mettre la main sur ceux qui contenaient 
de lor et des devises. 

Les directeurs avaient donc la possibilité de 


se soustraire aux ordres recus en fournissant 
une fausse liste des coffres vides ou considérés 


comme abandonnés, du fait de disparition de — 


leurs locataires. En agissant de la sorte, les 
recherches auraient été égarées, ces messieurs 
auraient évité le vol d’or et de devises qui 
permettent aujourd’hui a lTennemi de conti- 
nuer la guerre contre notre pays. 

La Garde Civique Républicaine s’éléve con- 
tre cette trahison et demande [larrestation 


‘immediate des huit directeurs. 
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Sir, 


ith reference to this artment’s letter of the 
2nd’ November last, sonagenian he arrest of Monsieur 
Brochier, menager of the Merseilles branch of your Benk, | 
I em directed by ir. Secretary Sden to, state that His 
linjeaty’s Consul-General has been informed confidentially 
that Monsieur Brochier is thought to have facilitated the 
removel of deposits by arranging for the presence of a 
locksmith to open certain esfes. His Majesty's Consul- 
General understands thet the case has been referred to tI 
Kiinister of Justice in Paris. 


2. i em further to enclose, for your information, an 
extract from “Le Patriote de Provence” of Karseilles. 


I an, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


En ¢8. Hage-- Mille 


@ Varclays Meank France Laniled: &- 


mT ex HOUSE 1867. INDEXED 2L BGriihond Saat: 


H. E. Seesoum ic MAN). F. FISCHEL, CZECH NATIONALITY (FORMERLY AUSTRIAN). 
LY.-Co.. M. R. C. Backnouse, D.S.O. A. B. GILLETT. 
L. G. Buxton, M.V.O.. M.C. Sir WILLIAM M. GOODENOUGH. BT. 
o. & trainin. 26th J 1945 
| , anuary ‘ 


The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, os 
SW .l. 


Sir, 


We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, 
Ref: Z 983/255/17, together with enclosure, and have taken due note 
of the information contained therein, for which we thank you. 


We are, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
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FRANCE C4 JAN oon ji 


Registry % 1142/255/17. JOOFee re sovine oO _Bcks Of _nessomes 2 iisks 
Number |} Refers to Chancery letter of November 17th 
MN ot 9h ie Macon encloses extract from the 
ourna fficiel” No. 159 of December 27th giving 
to Western Dep ; 

e opartment ext of an Ordinance dated December 26th modifying 


No. nd codifying legislation relative to acts of 
national indignity”. 

Dated19th January, 1945 Discusses the modifications, which do not 

Received \ C4th-January Paterially affect the Ordinance and points out that 

in Registry | 1945 Fhe application of the texts will result in the 


reation of a class of citizens without rights in 
Z France ‘rance. 
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& British Embassy, 


5: JAN (A5 
ees : Paris, 


le 19th January, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


With reference to our letter 466/6/l of the 17th 
November, with which we sent you the text of an Ordinance dated 
26th August, on the punishment of offences of national indignity 
and two minor amendments to the text published at subsequent 


dates, we enclose a new measure codifying and modifying legis- 
lation on this subject, 
2 4972 1144/4 


26 This new Ordinance of the 26th DecemHer does not sub- 
stantially depart from the original measuye as modified after 
the debate in the Consultative Assembly n the 10th Jyly. This 
was fully reported in our Despatch No.450 of the 20th July,19h4. 
There are certain interesting modifications of detail, such as 
the change of title of the body which pronounces judgement in 
these cases, from "section speciale" to “chambre civique" since 
the earlier designation too clearly evoked memories of Vichy 
jurisdiction. These “chambres civiques" ere now at work, al- 
though there have been few references to them in the press. A. 
considerable number of sentences of national indignity have ,how- 
ever, been pronounced in Paris in the last six weeks by the 


Courts of Justice, of which a large proportion have been for a 
specified number of years, 


Je Since the application of these texts will logically 
result in the creation within France of a considerable class of 
inhabitants without rights, we are forwarding you copies of the 
measure in its final form for reference purposes, 


yours ever, 
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Chancery. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London 9D W.1. 


| dite des autres pe'nes criminelles ou. 


tionale et frappé de la peine crimine 


16. juin 1910, soit sciemment apporté 


odification ‘et lilicat 
' e ‘la répression des i 


finance = ° } sot é tout t 
ment de la légalité 


) comité ¢ jutidique entendu, 


“ordonne : - 
Art. it, — Est.coupable d’indignité 


révue a I’arlicle 23 ci-aprés, sans prt 


peines correctionnelles qu’il pourrait: 


outre encourir dans le cas ou 


les -en vigueur te 16 juin ete 


tout is qui aura, postérieurement a 


France ou a i’étranger une aide directe ou. 
indirecté a V’AYiemagne ou A ses alliés, 
soit porté atteinie 4 l’unilé de la nation 
ou a ja liberté des Francais, ou 4) égalité 
entre ces derniers. 


aindignité nationale te fait: 

4° Soit d’avoir fait partie, sous quelque’ 

dénomination que ce soit, gouverne- 

ments. ou zouvernements ayant 

exercé leur autorité en. France entre — 

se juin et Pinstallation sur je terri- 
oire métropolitain du Gouvérnement pro- 


vielen de la République francatse ; a 


2° Soit d’avoir occapé une fonction de 
‘direction dans les Strvices centraux, - 


gionanx ou départementaux 5 la pre >be 


-gande desdits gouvernement ¢ 
3° Soit d’avoir occupé une fonctid 
direction dans les services centrauxys 
naux ou départementaux'du cor 
aux juives; ~ aes 
534 Soit d’étre devenu on deme: 2 
t au i* janvier = 
~artive, un "Tm 


nafionat eollectiviste, 
arti edie ee 


voriionnaire 


pent -sucien Fe 
olement national p 


ati + constitueraient des infractions aux. 3 


Art. 2 -Constitue i ES le crime. ai 


rti oer ae francais. 5”. * 
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re a’indignite nationate peu 
ment étre prononcéds ree a8 ; | 
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de ae et. ee joy 
les yo gee ns prévués at dou ot Gommnieas 


des 18 nov 6 ot 28 novemine Sete 
Pour l’appréciation de Ja culpabilité, la 
chambre civique ou, Je cas échéant, 


3 


la 
cour de justice, peut tenir compte de la 
ression exercée sur Jes auteurs ou de 
‘Importance et de la fréquence de leurs 


agissements. 
Ces juridictions peuvent également dé- 
a excusées et relever de l’indignité 


seeenalt dans tous les cas prévus A |’ar- 


» les personnes qui, postérieure- 


ment a agissements retenus contre 
elles, se. sont réhabilitées en se distin- 
“yepes par des actions de’ guerre seg 


Alle ou ses alliés ou par la 
ticipation active, efficace et soutenue ; 


" 


résistance contre l’occupant ou l’autorité 
fle -fait dite gouvernement de l’Etat fran- 


¢ais. 


Art. 4. ~~ 1a chambre etvique, est 
sée de membres. un ma 
coats ‘et ‘eipanaax désigné p 


du premier président. de la cour d’ap 
qui la 
comme est dit ci-aprés. 

Le commissaire du Gouvernement 
la section de la cour de justice, ou. 


1 
orgs et quatre jurés choisis 


rés 
"un 


de ses adjoints, remplit les-fonctions de 
ministére public. Un greffier du tribunal 
civil ou de Ja cour d’appel assure les fonc- 


on de greffier. 
mee mois, les noms de vingt 
sont tirés au sort en audience 


Vinge jurés 
publ publique, 


sur la liste visée aux articles 8 et 9 de 


Perdonnance du 28 novembre 1944, et ce 
de la maniére indiquée.a V’ 3 de 
Varticle 9 de ladite or aprés 


| bre. eivigue, en 
issaire Gouvernement et. ‘assisté 
antag au sort les noms des. 


_ Cours semaine et reste 
» pour 1 durég.de toute affaire ceuimiencés 
t l’examen se prolongerait i ga Ja: 
semaine suivante. 

ga apr 


aie ale 312 
Dat sal dang le de la so-. 
ans le cas ov, dans le ceure de 
Fe ayo sae 2 pio: ieurs. des jurés titulaires 


thé én pe. %. gr s aebats, ‘seraient empé- 


bats, de telle sorte. 
re set eae inférieur é8 


retranchement des. : vingt jurés dé s a 
cet alinéa. ce, ee 

_ Cette opérationca: Mem le méme jour 

que celle définie audit ali 3 de |’ar- 

ticle 9 de Vord@nnance di ‘23 novembre 

1944 et im medi ement : re 

Aw début de la ‘premitre au- 

dans ja semaine »et avant 

~débat, le* ident 


ince du . 


“ sechausire eiviqu 


1. Art. 7. En cas d’emp 
| sident de la chambre civ 
& son rempiacement du- 
} @appel par ordonnance | 
sient, ‘de ge cour, “4 
®, par ordonnance 
bunal civil du lieu. Dans 
Ja désignation ainsi fait 
étre immédiatement rend 


mier resident de la cour 
que a ‘nominatic i 
supp) et F ; 


Art. 8. — En cas 4’ ‘omy 
missaire du Gouverneme 
ustice et des commis a 
fonetions du ministére pu 
bre civique sont remp 
Te du parquet 
eu. 


Art. 9. — La. compétent 
e est la 
la section on sous-sect 


tice auprés de laquelle 


“Art. 10. — La chambre ¢ 
eoit par citation donnée ai 
commissaire du Gouverr 1 
tion de ia cour de justice 
motivée, présentée au p 
chambre par le comité 
on. Dans_ce sece 
@ la chambre cit 
ceniie au commissaire d 
Ce dernier procéde a une 

faits invoqués et cite le 2 


Art. 41. — Il y aura | 
le jugement ua délai 
‘francs pendant lequel le 1 
la disposition de la person 
ou a cele de son conse! 
section. dé la cour de jn . 


Artd 12. — L'accusé x 
-sonne, 


Art. 13. — Les débats 
dience lique, Apres 
-sident, l’interr Lega du 
dition "des témo 

, le counthinentra 
entendu dans ses conclt 
sonne citée ou son cons 
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WAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE 
he peine criminelle ou correc- | taht 


S$ peines applicables en: ma- { 
nationale yh égale- 
par 


Le recours en cassation n’est ouvert que 
contre les arréts de la chambre civique — 
qui sont'devenus définitifs. Bri 
“Le pense en cassation n’est pas stig - 
pensif. Toutefois, lorsque la co ee 


de. collaboration sont applicabes aux : 
membres des chambres civiques; commis- 
saires du Gouvernement et greffiers. 


Art. 7. — En cas d’empéchement du pré- 
sident de la chambre civique, il est pourvu | 
& son rempiacement au sitge de la-cour 
d’appel par ordonnance du premier prési- 
dent de ladite cour, et en dehors de cé 


ynoncées a haute..cour 
it. les cours de justice,.dans 
iS prévues par les ordonnances 
pre et 28 novembre 1944: ; 

réciation de la culpabilité, la 
figue ou, le cas échéant, ta 


des biens prévue par le dernier alinéa de: 
l'article 21 aura été prononcée, |’adminis- © 
tration de l’enregistrement, des domaines — 


ice, peut tenir compte de la 


reée sur Jes auteurs ou de 


et de la fréquence de leurs 


tions peuvent également dé- 
tes et relever de l’indignité 
ms tous les cas prévus 4 |’ar- 
“personnes qui, postérieure- 
Bissements retenus contre 
t réhabilitées en se distin- 
S actions de guerre contre 


u ses alliés ou par la par-. 


ve, efficace et soutenue a la 
tre. l’occupant ou l’autorité 
puvernement de lEtat fran- 


chambre civique est 
membres, un ma 


a4 


oan Se 
Jaux désigné par ordon & 


4 justice auprés de laquelle ele est institnée. 
Art. 10. — La chambre civique est saisie, 


ésident de la cour d’appel, 
s, et quatre jurés cholsis 
Hit ci-aprés. 

re du Gouvernement prés 
a cour de justice, ou /’un 
s, remplit les-fonctions de 
ec, Un greffier du tribunal 
pur d’appel assure les fonc- 


» les noms de vingt jurés 
ort en audience publique, 
se aux articles 8 et 9 de 
4 28 novembre 1944, et ce 
adite ‘ordonpaneé. et apr’s 
adite | ane apres 
Ics vingt jurés désignés 4 


“eo 


oe See 
on -a: lien le méme jour 
te audit alinéa 3 de |’ar- 
wonnance du 28 novembre 
it ayy ant aprés. 
‘début de la préemiére au- 
mans la semaine et avant 
tout débat, le président 
; eivique, en présence du 
} Gouvernement et assisté 
hu sort.les noms des 
Miaires et de un ou plu- 
wpléants, Cette désignation 
utes les affaires appelées 
‘semaine et reste valaib:e 
é toute affaire commencée 
Se prolongerait. pendant la 


it-apres le tirage au sort, 


mat. prescrit par. 


nt Te"sermet; pa 
“eode d’instruction crinti- 


M, dans le cours de la se- 
usieurs des jurés titulaires 
fés au sort seraient empé- 

@s débats, de telle sorte 

Pse trouverait inférieur a 

Ht procédera 4 un tirage 

entaire. . 

i? les réquisitions.du com- 
avernement, statue par 
Wes causes d’incapacité, 
et de dispense pevrnes 

eS et 


-du code 


ainelle et 11 de lordon- 
envbre 1944, et prononce 
mtre les jurés défaillants 
Hicle 396 du code d’ins- 


heapacités prévues aux’ 
Wordonnance du 28 no-- 


five & la répressjon des 
a | 


si¢ge, par ordonnance du président du tri- 
bunal civil du lieu. Dans ce dernier: cas, 
ja désignation ainsi faite, dont il devra 
étre immédiatement rendu compte au pre- 


que jus résident 


suppléant. 


Art. 8. — En cas d’empéchement du com- 
missaire du Gouvernement prés la cour de 
justice et des commissaires adjoints, les 
fonctions gu ministére pubcic prés la chatn- 


"A ‘nomination 4d’ 


magistrats du parquet du tribunal civil du 
lieu. 

Art. 9. — La-compétence territoriale de 
la chambre civique est la méme que celle 
a6 la section ou sous-section de la cour de 


soit par citation donnée au prévenu par le 
commissaire du Gouvernement pres la sec- 
tion de ia cour de justice, soit par requéte 
motivée, présentée au président de ladite 
chambre par le comité départemental de 
la libération. Dans_ce second cas, le prési- 
dent de la chambre civique transmet la 
requéte au commissaire du Gouvernement. 
Ce dernier procéde 4 une enquéte sur les 
faits invoqués et cite le prévenu. 


Art. i1. — Il y aura entre la citation et 


‘francs p“ndant lequel le dossier est tenu a 
la disposition de la personne mise en cause 
Ou 4 cele de son conseil au greffe de. la 
section. de la cour de justice. | 


sonne, 


Art. 13. — Les débats ont lieu en at- 
dience peoaee. Aprés le rapport du pré- 
sident, l’interrogatoire du prévenu et l’au- 
dition des témoins appeiés de part et d'au- 
tre, le commissaire du Gouvernement est 
entendu dans ses conclusions. et la “per- 
sonne citée ou son conseil en leurs expli- 
cations. , 


Le président de ia chambre civique est 
investi des pouvoirs attribués*au prési- 
dent de la cour de justice par l'article 24 
de ’ordonnance du 28 novembre 1944. 

Le président et lesjurés se retirent pour 
délib 
non coupable d’indignité nationale ou 
ordonnent un supp:ément d’information 
qui est confié au commissaire du Gouver- 
nement. Dans ce dernier cas, l’arrét fixe 
la date 4 laquelle l’affaire sera appelée a 
nouveau devant la chambre civique. 


‘Art. 14. — Les témoins; avant de dépo- 
ser, font le serment 4 ]’audience de parier 
‘sans haine et sans crainte, de dire toute 
la vérité, rien que la vérité. 


Art. 15, — Les témoins qui n’auront pas 
comparu sur la citation du commissaire du 
Gouvernement ou de l’accusé, et pk au- 
ront pas justifié qu’ils en élaient égitime- 
ment-empéchés, ow qui refuseront de faire 
leur déposition, seront jugés par le pré- 
sident et punis conformément 4 l'article 80 
‘du code d@instruction criminetie. 


‘Art. 146. — Aprés ayoir_prononcé l’arrét, 
Je_préstdent averti ¥ a-lieu, le con- 
-damné qu’il a-un dé@lat- Bang quatre 
“heures pour se pourvoir en cassation. 


waa 


Art? 12. — L’accusé comparait en per- 


mier président de la cour pinta vaut 
un 


bre civique sont remplies par l’un des_ 


le jugement un délai de quinze jours. 


rer. Ils deécident si TPaccusé est ou f 


: 


concerneée. les biens confisqués, 
mesures conservatoires jusqu’A 
soit. définitivement statué sur Je pourvoi, 


La. cassation ne sera prononcée qu’au 
cas ou Ja violation de la loi porte atteinte 
aux* droits essentiels de la défense. 


Les dispositions des alinéas 7 et 8 de . 
article 4146 du code d’instruction crimi- 
nelle, modifié par le décret-loi du 8 aodt 
1935, ne sont pas applicables. | 
_Le pourvoi ne sera pas recu pour vid- 
lation. ou omission d'une formalité pres- 
crite a peine de nullité, antérieure ou 
concomitante au tirage au sort du jury de 
jugement. : 


Le pourvoi en cassation formé contre 
Parrét de la chambre civ:que-est jugé par 
la chambre des mises en accusation de la 
cour d’appel, qui statue ainsi qu’il est 
dit au titre V de Yordonnance du 28 no- 
vembre 1944, relative a la répression des 
faits de collaboration. En cas de. cassation, 
l’affaire est renvoyée devant la chambre“ 
civique compétente autrement composée. 
. Le condamné pourra former un frecours 
en grace. 


Art. 17. — L’arrét fait mention de ]’ac- 
compiissemept de toutes les formalités 
prescrites par la présente ordonnance. 
contient les décisions rendues stir les 
moyens d’incompétence, les exceptions et 
les incidents. 


Il énonce, a peine de nullité: : 

1° Les noms du .président et des jurés}: 

2° Les Kom, prénoms, age, profession, 
domicile d&A laccusé; 

3° La prestation du serment des témoing 
et interprétes ; 

4° Les réquisitions du commissaire du 
Gouvernement; 

5° L’indication que la décision a été for- 
mée 41a majoripé; . 

6° Lorsqu’elies ont été accordées, la dé- 
c.aratio#’ qu'il y aa Ja majorité des cir- 
constances atténuantes; | 

7° L’indication, si l’excuse prévue par Ie 
quatriéme alinéa de larticle 3 a été ad- 
mise, qu’il-a été statué a la majorité; 

8° La -décision de la chambre civique$ 

9° La publicité des séances; 
40° La Pett de la lecture de l’arrét 
faite par le président. 


Art. 18. — Si l’accusé ne comparait pas,. 
la chambre civique statue sur la contu- 
mace. 


La condamnation par centumace est 
exécutoire du jour de la signification de 
l’arrét 4 personne ou a domicile, 4 moins 
que l’accusé né se présente pour purger 
Sa contumace. 

Dans le cas ot Je contumax.avait été . % 
réguliérement cité 4 personne devant la 
chambre civique, il nest admis &-purger ~ 
sa contumace que s’il établit que 5a°non- 
comparution était due & un eas de force 
‘majeure. Dans le cas contraire, la con- 
damnation pone demeure exéculoire 
& son égard. : Fis 


La condamnation prononcée contre le 
condamné admis a purger sa contumace 
demeure également exécutoire & son égard 
si celui-ci ne se présente pas devant la. 
chambre civique. a l’audience- 


et du timbre ne pourra prendre, en ce qui _— 
“aqae es 
ce qu 


pour lac 
uele il sera cité & comparaitre afm 
| die re jugé & nouveau. — “Hela 


pe «ne 


eee “a 
“a 


Art. 21. — - Vindignité nationale est pu 
nie de la dégradation nationale. La dégra- 
dation nationale est une peine infamante | 
qui comporte: 

i° La privation des droits de vote, d’éee- 
fion, d’tligibilité et, en général, de tous 

les droits civiques et politiques et du droit 

de porter aucune décoration; 
2° La destitution et l’exclusion des con- 
@amnés de toutes fonctions, emplois. offi- [ 
¢ées publics et corps constitués; e 
3° La perte de tous grades dans l’armée : 
de terre, de )’air et de mer; 
k° La destitution et exclusion des con- 
damnés de toutes fonctions d’administra- 
teur, directeur, secrétaire 
les entreprises bénéficiaires de concessions 
ou de subventions accordées par une col- 
lectivité publique, ainsi que de toutes fone- 
tions 4 nomination du Gouvernement, des | 
eépartements, des communes et des per- 
sonnes publiques, dans les = et 
services d’intértt ‘général; ) 
5° L"incapacité d’étre juré, expert, arbi- } 
tre, d’étre employé comme témoin dans 
les actes et de déposer en justice autre- 
ment que pour donner de simples rensei- 
gnemente ; 
6° LA destitution et exclusion des con- 
damnts des professions d’avocat, de défen- 
seur agréé, de notaire, d’avoué, et wéné- 
ralement de teus Ies offices ministériels ; 
¢.7° La privation du droit de tenir école 
on d’enseigner et d’étre employé dans an- 
cun établissement d’instruction 4 titre de] - 
ofesseur, maitre ou surveillant, et éga- 
ement du droit de faire partie de tout 
yroupement ‘ayant, pour but d’assurer ou 
de développer Tenseignement moral, intel- | 
lectuel ou physique de la jeunesse; 
8° La destitution-et l’ex@usion des con- | 
famnés de tous organismes, assgciations 
~-et syndicats chargés de représenter les 
profeséions et d’en assurer la discipline; 

9° La destitution et P’exclusion des comi- 
tés exécutifs, conseils d’administration, et | 
autres organes directeurs des institutions | 
chargées de l’application des lois et régle- 
ments relatifs au travail, 4 la prévoyance. 
sociale, & la santé et & Vassistance publi- & 


que 

10° La privation da droit de diriger une 
entreprise dédition, de presse, de radio 
ou de cinéma ou ay collaborer ré egulitre- : 
mient ; 

41° L'inca 


cité de faire partie d’un con. | 


“ é tutenur ou — judiciaire a “ 
é ses pro enfants et sur l’ayv 
cade, de. fs famille - 


42° La privation du ‘droit de détention 
et de port des armes; 
i3° ype os @’étre administrateur | 
_ a gérant de sociétés; 
_. #4 Lvinterdiction <d’ttre directeur ta 
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~ fou dans les condhtions prévues aux arti | 
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» | bre-1944, ov A titre c émentaire 
‘application de l’alinéa 2 de I’article $e". ¢ | 
, ou encore 4 titre Red = ap. 


| il est prévu A V’alinéa 3 de J’article "79 de. 
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comme ayant Sage discernement, sera 
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as échee 4 lieation des 
@]’alinéa 4 de larticle 83 du 
ust, snedié par le décret du 9 no- 


} remis & sa fami 


Art. 23. — La htiies civiqne, en décla- 
rant l’indignité nationale, - pent décider 
qu’il sera interdit 4 la personne reconnue 
indigne de résider dans un certain nembre 
de localités de Franee, @’Algérie, des co- 
lonies ou deg pays de pretectorat qu’elle 


désignera. 
Dans le cas ot, par application du troi-: 


nuantes, la durée des déchéance, exchi- 
_ sions, incapacités et 


énumérées A J’article 


iaférieure 4 cing ans. 


Art. 24. — Lindi 
étre constatée par la chambre civique que 
sur citation délivrée ou requéte déposée 
avant expiration d’un délai de six mois 
aprés la date de la libération totale du ter- 


par décret. 
Toutefois, elie pourra tre constaigée. par 


ott Une condamnation aurait été prononete 


de droit commun pour lb répression des 
faits définis a l’article i de l’ordonrianee 
du 28 novembre 1944, mais qui, aux termes 
de l’artiele 5 de ladite ordomnance, he peu- 


justice. 


Arta 26. ¢ 


— Ta décision constatant Pin- 
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-ritoire métropolitain telle qu’elle sera fixée ; 


cette juridiction a titre complémentaire } 
sur citation délivrée eu requéte dépesée 
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st of M. Paniguian's brother in France 
Gives text of message for transmission 

Athens for M. Paniguian from Mr. Scarlett, 

reporting the arrest of the former's brother 


for "National indignity". 
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


ah the Cooper. D: 6.22 pm. GMT Slst January,1945. | 


Slst January, 1945. R: 9.25 pem. BST Slst January,1945. 


Ce Go Gao 
IMPORTANT 


Please pass to Athens as my telegram No. l. 
[Begins ] | 
Following for Panignian from Scarlett. 


Gillie tells me that under new regulation reer brother 
will be tried as member of P.P.F. on February 5th penalty 
indignité national. He suggests that if you have written 
evidence to offer on his behalf you should telegraph to 

tot eae of Thirteenth [sic] Chamber, second civil court 


alais de Justice Paris asking postponement of the trial 
till evidence can arrive. 


19ggRepeated to Athens as telegram No. 544, ] 
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TELEGRAM FROM 


Mr. Duff Cooper, 
No 56 Saving. 


Dated o8th Jan 31945 
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in Registry '3pa Peb:1945 
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ML bd te iy © - 
ar > time or the purge 
st February is the time limit for the purge. 
and cases now pending involving death penal ty 
must be terminated before lst May. The decision 
is intended to reassure public opinion regarding 
slowness of individual proceedings. It is intended 


however to accelerate and not suppress judicial 


proceedings Organs of the left believe t hat many 
collaborators will go unpubished owing to 
impossibility to adhere to this time limit. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy 
by the authorised recipient and not passed « 


28th January 1945. 
Re 4e40¢ Dem. 2nd February 1945. 


$8688 46646 


After meeting of Council of Ministers on =o Samay 25rd 
following communi qué was issued to the Press: 


"The Government has fixed February ist as the time limit for the 
purge of the Central Administration and March ist for that of 
the Local Administrations, so that by these dates all measures 
for the purging of the Administrative Services should be 
completed. Furthermore all cases now pending involving the 
death penalty must be terminated before May ist." 


This decision is obviously intended to reassure public 
opinion in view of adverse effect which slowness of oem 
proceedings and prospect of indefinitely protracted purg 
have been exercising in every field of national activity ty. A 
further time limit is expected for trials on non-capit 
chargese In inspired press comment it is pointed out that 
measure is intended to accelérate and not suppress judicial 
proceedings and will not have the effect of preventing fresh 
cases being brought before the courts. On the other hand organs 
of the left, whilst entirely approving speeding uw of justice, 
feel] that it will be quite impossible for Sg age under 
present system of judicial procedure to adhere to t — : 
time limits and that many collaborators will acco 
‘waeeiaiel. In the words of the Franc Tireur the cease 
should be sounded, when the battle is over, and not when it. 
has only just started. 
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his brother's arre: 
TELEGRAM FROMME.s 


Leeper, Athens. Gives tons of message for transmission to Paris, 
No. referring to is telegram No. i to Athens 
~° 415 Important. (Z 1389/255/17) end asking for the trial of 
pated Seidl die M. Paniguian'’s brother to be postponed until 
 — oe evidence can be prepared and sent. 
Received . 8rd Feb., 
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FROM ATHENS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Leeper D. 8.59 a.m, GMT 3ra February, 1945 
N R.10.55 a.m. BST 3rd February, 1915 
ruary, 1915 
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IMPORTANT 


Please pass following to Paris as ny 
telegram No, l,. 


Your telegram No. 1. Z@ /% 59 / 4Th> 
Following for Scarlett from Paniguian, 


[Begins ]: : 

Please pass following to President of 15th 
Chember: "Paniguian requests President of 15th 
Chamber Second Givil Gourt Waisde to be good 
enough to postpone Brother's trial until written 
evidence which he is preparing urgently can be 
sent." 


ee 2. Am sending written evidence by bag. 
vA 
yes r ponds 1. 


[Repeated to paris er Foreign Office 


1946 


Nember | 
" Z 1884/256/17 


Dated 25th Jan. 1945, 
Received 
in Regisiry | 9th Feb.1945. 


Z: France 
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Transmite cepy ef letter dated the25mM January 
addressed to Consul-General Kay, Marseilles, 
enclesing copy of a letter of the 135th January 


@from Barclays Bank (France), to Mr. Duff Cooper, 


regarding the arrest of Monsieur Brochier, mamager 
ef the Marseilles branch of the Bank. Brigadier 
Rabine is to visit Marseilles to discuss the 
matter and to consider whether my action could be 
taken. 

Correspondence regarding the arrest including 


press extract®. is also enclosed. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PARIS. ite 


Ay 


With the Compliments 
of His Majesty's Embassy. 


R. L. Speaight, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 


London, Se Wel. 


a eee oe oe ee 


SOPYRIGHT = WOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PE 


Dear Kay. 


I enclose copy of a letter which the Ambassador 
bas received from Barelay’s Bmk (Prance) Limited 
about the arrest of the manager of their Marseilles 
Branch ie are now considering whether any action 
is possible im this case and we hore hat Setenibe 
Rabino, our Pinancial Adviser, will be sable te visit 
Marseilles soon to discuss it with you. As, however, 
the weather may delay his journey for sometime, ve 
should be grateful to have meanwhile any observations 
you may have on the same case. 

I am sending copy of this letter to Speaight at 
the Foreign Office. 


Urs, Qin cerehs, 


(Sal ) P. %. Jcarlett. 


BARCLAYS BANK (FRANCE) LIMITED 
33 Rue du quatre Septembre 
PARIS, le 13th Jamary, 1944. 


His Excellency the Ambassador of Grea t Britain, 
British 
Rue du Paubourg Ss int-Honoré, 
PaRIS. 


Excellency, 


With refereme to our letter of the Ath October last, we 
beg to inform you that the Manager of our Marseilles Branch, 
arrested on the 13th of the same month, isstill in pris. 


The facts are as follows:- 


On the lst of August, 1944, instructions were given by 
the German Authorities (Kommandant des Heeresgebietes Sudfrankreich) 
and transmitted by the Entente des Banquiers de Marseille, to all 
the banks of this city to delcare the safes lefto persons considered 
by the Germans as "enemies" (British, American, eto.). The required 
particulars were given by our Branch on the last day of the prescribed 
delay, i.e. the 10th of August; on the 18th August, two German officers, 
who had notified our Branch of their Wisit on the previous day, ordered 


the breaking open of the safes in question in spite of the a of 
our Monager, as is stated in the officisl report the attorne: 
summoned by him (of which we enclose an extract). Gold coins worth 


about one hundred thousecnd francs were seized. 


The same proceedings took place, on the 18th and 19th 
August, in five other Marseilles banks which, in common with ourselves, 
had had to make the same declaration. 


Marseilles was liberated on the 23rd of August. 


Pollowing investigations made in these six banks by the 
Prench Authorities after the Liberation, the respective Managers 
of the two British banks in Morseilles were arrested but the Manager 
of the destminster Bank, in view, we believe, of his sge and his bad 
health, was subsequently released. Further, a reqyest for action 
agsinst the six bankers concerned has been addressed to the Frooureur 
Général who however has not taken any decision, but has transmitted 
the wai int the Garde des Sceaux, Minister of Justice. 


ie have approached the necessary authorities in Marseilles " 
where the undersigned went personally, snd through our lawyer in that 
city, with a view to obtaining at least the temporary release of our 
Manager’, Mr. Il. BROCHIER, until the Ministry of Justice should decide 
on the eventual steps to "be teken, but with’no result. 


An officer of the Services Spéciaux of the French Army «ent 
to Marseilles to attest to the services rendered by Mr. BROCHIER to 
the Hess serine also without result. 
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for explamations but as yet has received no reply. 


Seeing that the charges against Mr. BROCHIER, concern his 
action as Manager of Barclays Bank (France) Limited, we take 
the liberty of asking Your Excellency whether it would be 
possible for you to obtain information from the Garde des Sceaux 
as to the fate reserved to our request. We would draw your 
attention to the thinness of the arguemants contained, according 
to the enclosed press cuttings, in the report aiming at the above- 
mentioned inoulpation, which is said to state thet the bank managers 
should have eluded the German Authorities’ orders and misled them 
into breaking non-let ahd empty safes by making up new signature 
cards, inother words by falsifying the signature cards. The German 
officer who directed the operation, a certain Blumenstein, had been 
doing this work in Prance since 1940 and it is impossible to believe 
that he would not have suspected something on finding empty all the 
safes let in the six banks, and as he was aware that French Law 


obliged the banks to delcare to the Administration de l'Enregistrement 


all the safes let, he would, after making enquiries from this 
administration, have soon discovered the fraud which would have 
only led all these bank managers to imprisonment without prejudice 
to any other measures wi.ich would no doubt have been taken against 
the banks themselves. 


Thanking you for your kind attention to the above, we beg to 
remain, 


Your Excellency's most obedient servants, 
BARCLAYS BANK (PRANCE) LIMITED. 


GENERAL MANAGER, 


° r PRO CON : > 


L'an MIL NEUF CENT QUARANTE QUATRE ET LE DIX HUIT 
AOUT & 14 HEURES. 


A la requéte de la BARCLAYS BANK (FRANCE) LTD. 
Soci8té Anonyme dont le siége est & Paris, poursuites 
et diligences de Monsieur le Directeur de l'‘Agence de 
MARSEILLE, y domicilié et demeurant La Canebiére No. 34. 


Nous Alexandre BOLLET, licencié en droit, huissier 
prés du Tribunal Civil de Marseille, y demeurant Rue de 
la Darse 21, soussigné: 


Nous nous sommes & l'instant transporté dans les 
bureaux de la requérante, sis la Canebiére No.34, pour 
assister & l'effraction ou & l'ouverture de divers coffres- 
forts fracturés ou ouverts par ordre de la 
DEVISENSCHUTZKOMMANDO FRANKREICH AUSSENSTELLE MARSEILLE, 
Boulevard d'Athénes, Hotel Splendide. 


A notre arrivée, nous sommes recgus par Monsieur 
Lucien Brochier, Directeur de la BARGLAYS BANK et 

diatement se présentent deux Officiers Allemands de 
la DEVISENSCHUTZKOMMAN FRANKREICH AUSSENSTELLE qui 
exigent qu'il soit procédé immédiatement & l'effraction 
ou & l'ouverture des coffres ci-aprés: 


Malgré les protestations de Monsieur le Directeur de 
la BARCLAYS BANK et sur l'’ordre des deux officiers 
allemands, deux ouvriers serruriers procédent immédiate- 
ment et dans l'ordre suivant a l'effraction ou & 1'ouverture 
des dits coffres: 
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; : Du JOURNAL LE PATRIOTE DE 
{ RE OvinOR du 29 Décenmbre 1944. . 


Le 20 Novembre, une enquéte est ouverte contre 
huit p> peg f ee de bang de Marseille, dont les noms 
suivent; qui t accusée d’avoir, le 14 et le 19 Aout 
dernier, livré de l'or et des devises aux Allemands. 


Ge sont: 


René Frangois, directeur de la Banque Belge pour 
l'Etranger 20 rue Grignan. 

Lucien Brochier, directeur de la Barclays Bank Limited 
54 La Canebiere. | 

Henir Léon Maurin, directeur de la Westminster Foreign 
Bank Ltd., 12 La Canebiére. 

Pierre Thibaud, directeur de la 80ciété Générale, 62 
La Canebiére. 

Eugene Charles Flochel, directeur du Crédit Commercial 
de France, II, Rue Saint Ferréol. 

Raymond Schwartz, directeur de la Banque des Pays de 
1l*Europe Centrale, Rue Roux de Brignoles ié4. 


Mr. Raymond Aubrac, commissaire régional, a chargé 
M., Gallu, procureur général & Aix, de s‘occuper de ces 
affaires et d‘ouvrir une information sur la cubpabilité 
de toutes les personnes incriminées. 


On nous informe que M. Gallu ayant trouvé sa mission 
tres délicate, aurait demandé des instructions kh Mr. 1é 
Garde des Sceaux. Nous ne connaissons pas encore la 
réponse de ce dernier, . 


Dans notre prochain numéro, nois ferons part & nos 
lecteurs des renseignements que nous aurons pu recueillir. 


EXTRAIT DU JOURNAL "COMBAT" DU 4 JANVIER 1945. _ 


BANQUES MARSEILLAISES AVAIENT LIVRE DE 4'OR ET DES 
DEVISES A L'ENNEMI EN AOUT 1944. 


L’ ouverture d‘une information pour intelligences avec 
l'ennemi est demandée contre leurs dirigeants. 


Marseille 3 Janvier. 


M. Dubost, commissaire du gouvernement prés la Cour 
de Justice des Bouches du Rhéne, a été saisi d'un rapport 
contre les directeurs ou fondés de pouvoire de six banques 
gui ont livré aux Allemands, & Marseille, les 18 et 19 
Aout dernier, de l‘or et des devises. Ce rapport demande 
1’ ouverture d'une information pour intelligences avec 
l"*ennemi. 


Il y est notamment signalé que ces banquiers 
auraient pu, par leur initiative personnelle, se soustraire 
aux ordres du "Devisenschutzkommando" organisme allemand 
créé pour rechercher, dans les coffres loués par les clients 
des banques, l'or et les devises étrangéres. 


Il leur aurait suffi, constate le rapport, de diriger 
les effractions sur les cofires non louwés et vides apres 
avoir refait les cartes de signatures. Une vérification 
approfondie, par l'organisme allemand, des coffres loués 
dans toutes les banques n'aurait pu. alors 8tre menée & 
bien, la fermeture des banques ayant eu i#eu les2i Aout 
par‘shite du déclenchement rapide des opérations qui ont 
abouti &A la libération. 


Le dossier a 6té transmis du commissaire régional 
au procureur général & Aix qui en a référé au ministre. 


~~. = + 


René DRLZANGLES Paris le 21 Décembre 1s. Se 


Avocat a Cour 
2 14 Rue Pétrarque, 
Paris XVie. 


J'ai l'honneur de vous exposer la requéte suivante: 


Monsieur le Garde des Sceaux, 


Suivant les instructions du Devisenschutzkommando tranaemises par 
l’Entente des Banquiers de Marseille, la succursale de la a ys 
Bank dans cette ville fut contrainte de remettre dans un lai abter- 
miné 1'état des titulaires de coffres-forts de nationalité britannique 
américaine et autres considérées comme ennemies. 


Cet ordre fut complété par celui de remettre la liste de toutes 
les personnes, quelle que soit leur nationalité, qui avaient quitté 
la France pour une destination inconnue, mais la Barclays ne fournit 
jamais cette liste, car elle considéra comme présents & Marseille tous 
les clients pour lesquels elle avait des ordres permanents de débiter 
leur compte des frais engagés par la banque. 


Quant au premier état, ayant trait aux coffres-forts des sujets 
ennemis et qui comprenait deux noms, il fut remis le dernier jour du 
délai qui avait 6&té imparti, soit le 10 Aoitit 1944, 


Le jeudi 17 Aoit 1944, dans l'aprés midi, deux officiers allemands 
se présentérent & la banque et sommérent le directeur, M. Brochier, 
de se préparer & l'effraction de ces coffres. 


En effet, le 18 Aotit & 9 heures, les deux ofiiciers allemands 
revinrent et firent fracturer les coffres par la maison Brune et Réserve 
mais en présence de Me. Bollé, huissier qui avait été convoqué par 
la Barclays Bank. 


Monsieur Brochier, directeur, reno.vela & cette occasion ses pro- 
testations, mais il n‘en fut tenu aucun compte. 


Or M. Brochier a été arrété et est incarcéré depuis prés de 
deux mois & la prison des Beaumettes. 


Il résulte des renseignements pris, que cette incarcération a 6té 
provoguée par les faits ci—dessus relatés. Il serait fait 4 Mr. Brochie 
le double reproche d'avoir remis la liste des coffres-forts le 10 Aetit 
et de ne s'étre point opposé & l'effraction le 18 Aofiit, alors que les 
troupes alliées avaient débarguées: en Provence le 15 Aofit. 


En ce qui concerne le premier grief, il ne saurait 8tre retenu 
contre M. Brochier, qui n'avait aucun moyen de s'opposer le 10 Aout 
& la contrainte des allemands, qui a retardé la remise du renseignement 
jusqu’éa l'extréme limite du délai imparti et qui, par un subterfuge 
courageux n'a pas livré la liste des clients de toute nationalité qui 
avaient quitté la France pour une destination inconnue. 


En ce qui concerne le deuxiéme grief, le théme de l‘accusation 
serait le suivant: il était, en principe, impossible de résister aux 
ordres des allemands en Huillet et encore jusqu’au 15 Aout, jour de 
débarquement, mais & compter de cette dernitre date les banquiers 
devaient s'opposer par tous moyens & l'effraction des coffres et ceux 
qui ne l'ont point fait,doivent 6tre recherchés. 


Une telle prétention parait insoutenable, car en fait, Marseille 
a occupée par les Allemands juequ’au 23 AoGt 1944 et la contrainte 
imposée aux banquiers, comme & toute la population marseillaise, était 
la méme le 18 Aout, que celle impo avant le 15 Aott. 


Jtajoate que M. Brochier, ancien combattant de la Guerre 1914-1918, 
a 6té un résistant de toujours, qu'il a eu & la téte de sa banque une 
attitude courageuse et qu'il» 6 de la confiscation allemande des 
avoirs qui lui avaient con 


Il peut & ce propos faire appel au témoig 


du Comité | 1911 aux 


lites, 


19 rue de Téhévan hb Paris, dont vous trouveres ci-joint une lettre. 


ries to Brochier-ayant 685 tranemie: 
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astice la relaxe ate:de M. Broshier. 2 


Je vous prie;. d’aghéer, Monsieer: le Garde des Ssceaux, 1’ assurance 
de mes sentiments’ respectaeusement dévoués: : 
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RG/MB ; 19, rue de Téhéran; 
, PARIS, le 18 embre 1944. 


Monsieur Marcel CHERADAME, 
Directeur Général 

de la Barclays Bank Ltd., 

35 rue du 4 Septembre, PARIS. 


Monsieur le Directeur Général, 


Nous avons appris fortuitement que M. BROCHIER, 
Directeur de votre Su@oursale de Marseille, que nous avons 
bien connu, avait 6té récemment appréhendé & Marseille 
pour des raisons dont nous ignorons d’ailleurs la teneur 
exacte. 


Nous considérons de notre devoir, ayant particuliére- 
ment soufiert aux cours de ces années d' occupation nazie, 
aussi bien de faire poursuivre impitoyablement 1‘ oeuvre 
salutaire d'épuration que de témoigner chaque fois que 
nous en aurons l'occasion, en faveur de ceux qui nous ont 
aidés dans des circonstances difficiles. 


Nous tenons spontanément & déclarer en faveur de 

Me BROCHIER, an spent confié les fonds des Oeuvres juives 
et plus particuliérement ceux du u.A.R. & la Barclays Bank, 
lors du repliement de ces Oeuvres & Marseille fin i940, 
nous avons rencontré chex M. BROCHI#R beaucoup de dévoue- 
ment et de compréhension, plus spécialement, Mr. BROCHIER 
s'est mis constamment 4 notre disposition pour no s faire 
connaitre suffisamment & l'avance, toutes les mesures qui 
pourraient frapper nos fonds et paralyser ainsi notre 
activité en faveur de nos goréligionnaires malheureux 
et qu'il avait méme mis sur pied un dispositif qui, en cas 
an me subite, permettrait de considérer les fonds _— 

i a retirés, avant que quelque mesure de b?~<~~ 


ne puisse les frapper. 


Il vous appartiendra de faire de la présente 
usage qui vous peraitre nécessaire. 


Veuilies croire, Monsieur le D Directeur oéhéral, 
kh l'eseurance de nos sentiments dist 


Le Directeur 
(Signé) GASTON KAHN. 
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Encloses copy of a Memorandum transmitted by Monsieur 
-Georges Picot recapitulating the circumstances leading 
to the arrest of MM. Georges Bonnet and Michel 
Homolle, with other directors of “Air-France”, on a 
charge of treason, the injustice of which Monsieur 
Picot emphasizes. 


in Regtsiry 1945. 
Z: France 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) ; 
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p COMPAGNIE UNIVERSELLE ‘ 


DU 6, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 
NAL. MARITIME DE SUEZ 


_— TeLePH.: * Avo 


3344 
1439 TELEG. : SUCANAL., LONDON 


LY GB 8th February 195. 


P, S. Scrivener, Esq., _ “ bf a = 
Egyptian iy L_- ( srendh) pyr be 
Foreign Office, 

Whitehall, S.W.1l. 


Dear Mr. Scrivener, 


I enclose herewith copy of a memorandum handed 
to me by Mr. Georges Picot regarding Messrs. George Edgar- 
Bonnetamd Homolle. 


ours sincerely, 


x 


Enc, l 
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Janvier 1945, 


NOTE 


a ern ne ee 


Crest le 23 novembre 1944 que MM, George BONNET et Michel HOMOLIZ 
ont 6té6 incarcérés avec dtantres Administrateurs d'Air France, sur 
ltordre du Ministre de l'Air, sous ltinculpation de haute trahison, 


Un communiqué officiel du Ministére de l'Air, adressé A la Presse, 
indiquait que, par un contrat du ler février 1943 approuvé par le 
Conseil dtAdministration le 15 janvier 1943, la Cie AIR FRANCE avait 
livré aA ltennemi, en pleine guerre, & trimoteurs Dewoitine 338, 

11 bimoteurs Bloch 220, 74 moteurs Hispano 9 ¥, 22 moteurs Cnome et 
Rhone 14 N ; que, d'autre part, le Centre d'AIR FRANCE de Toulouse 
avait livré 27 Caudron C 445, 13 Bloch 210, 10 Bloch 220, 10 Farman 470, 
1 Amiot 470, 1 Léo0 45, et quiainsi plus de 60 appareils frangais avaient 
6té6 livrés 4 liennemi, le Ministre ajoutait : "Il ne s'agit donc pas 
1: de commerce mais bien de trahison caractérisée", et il terminait 
son avis officiel en déclarant qu' “une poignée de misérables venait 
" en aide 4 ltennemi en lui livrant le matériel de transport frangais 
" avec du personnel, Encore une fois, il stagit bien de trahison, " 


Ii est nécessaire de souligner que la Justice Militaire, saisie 
par le Ministre de l'Air de cette inculpation de trahison s'est immé- 
diatement dessaisie au profit de la Cour de Justice, et que le Juge 
d'Instruction qui a instruit l'affaire, examiné le dossier et interrogé 
les deux prévenus, a immédiatement rendu en leur faveur une ordonnance 
de mise en liberté provisoire, sur les conclusions conformes du 
Commissaire du Couvernement, 


La mesure qu'il a prise s'explique par ce fait que le commniqué 
officiel est un tiseu d'inexsctitudes craves, 


La vérité est que ltArmée ennemie ayant envahi la sone Sud en 
novembre 1942 a pris possession de tous les aérodromes d'AIR FRANCE 
et de tout le matériel qui sty trouvait : celui qui appartenait en 
propré- A AIR FRANCE, celui qui lui était confié en gérance par 1'Etat 
et celui qui, appartenant A l'Etat Frangais, se trouvait alors 
sur les aérodromes d!AIR FRANCE. Tous ces appareils ont é6té gardés militai- 
rement et l'tintention de l'Ammée Allemande de conserver tous ces appareils 
fut notifiée A la Cie AIR FRANCE, 


Cependant, la Cie Allemande DEUTSCHE LUFTHANSA (qui sera appelée D,.1.H.) 
fit alors connaftre A AIR FRANCE quielle était préte A acheter ou louver 
ce matériel, qui sans cela serait inévitablement pris ou réquisitionné per 
ltAgmée Allemanie, ce qui entrainerait le foxrmeture des ateliers d'AIR FRANCE 
et automatiquement le départ de son personnel pour 1l'Allemagne, 


ys 62 


le Président de la Cie AIR FRANCE, ayant refusé tout net d'tenvisager 
la vente dtune partie quelconque du matériel de la Compagnie, tranmit am 
Secrétaire d'Etat A 1! les ositions de lecation de la D.L.H,. 
Tl le fit par une lettre du er 1943 qui précisait qutil stagissait 
lA "dtune question de principe qui est une question de Gouvernement®, 11 
ajoutait : "qui cas of le Secrétaire di ‘Etat lui donnerait l'ordre 4 'taccepter 
"liutilisation t dtune partie du matériel d'Air France par lea D.L.H.", 
il soumettrait diverses modalitée qui lui paraissaient propres A asmrer la 
conservation du matériel et, par 1A, le potentiel de reprise d‘'AIR FRANCE, 


Il joignait A é@a lettre un procés—verbal de ses conversations avec la 
D.L.H, contenant les diverses modalités du contrat de location envisagé, 


Par lettre du 9 janvier 1943, le Secrétaire d'Etat A l'Aviation donnait 
om Président d'AIR FRANCE instructions d'établir un contrat de location sur 
les bases projetées et lui enjoignait de le lui soumettre pour accord avant 
la signature définitive. 


Crest dans l'état de ces faite que s'est réuni le Conseil d'Administration 
G'ATR FRANCE, le 15 janvier 1943, A Vichy, 


Mii, BONNET et HOMOLIE, Venant de Paris, ignoraient jusqu'alors ila situation, 


Celle-ci fut portée A la connaissance du Conseil par bref énoncé de fait 
qui se terminait ainsi ; "En cette matiére, le souci essentiel d'AIR FRANCE est 
“de garder 4 liaviation commerciale se les éléments nécessaires pour lui per- 
mettre de reprendre aprés les hostilités l'activité que celles-ci ont interromme,* 


Aucune décision ni aucune approbation ne furent demendées am Conseil, Om 
verra plus loin pourquoi il n'en pouvait @tre eutrement, 


Par lettre du ler février 1943, le Président 4'AIR FRANCE edresssit an 
Secrétaire d'Etat A ltAviation le projet de contrat établi sur ses ordres, daté 
du ler février, paraphé par la D.L.H. et le Général PUJO, sous réserve de 1 tAccord 
du Gouvernement Frangais, 


Par lettre du 1] février 19435, le Secrétaire d'Etat A ltAviation répondait 
qu'il était d'accord et autorisait a traiter mr les bases prévues, 


Crest alors qu'une seconde réunion du Conseil d'tAdministration d'AIR FRANCE 
fut temie A VICHY, le 19 février 1943, et que le Président mit le Conseil au 
 Gourant des événéments et d'un contrat paraphé suivant les ordres du Gouvernement. 
Tl que, si AIR FRANCE avait opposé un refus pur et simple, la Compagnie 
aurait subi une réquisition qui lui aurait 6té tout espoir de récupérer ce 
maté riel, 


M. George BONNET exprima alors toute sa tristesse ide voir enlever A la 

ie la libre disposition des appareils et moteurs leués, mais reconnut 
qu'il y avait "des obligations imposées et des cas de force majeure devant 
"leaquels on était obligé de s'incliner,. Mais il exprima le souhait que l'action 
“de la Compagnie s'tefforce de rester toujours dans son cadre 4! indépendance, * 


Ila Cie AIR FRANCE suivit fiddlement cette ligne de conduite, 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


G3 


Ia notification de l'accord du Gouvernement Frangais ne fut faite aux 
Allemands par la Cie FRANCE que le 15 septembre 1943, 


le contrat de location ne visait que & trimoteurs Dewoitine et 11 bime- 
teurs Bloch, soit 19 appareils en tout, \ 


Or, grace aux efforts d'AIR FRANCE qui demanda et obtint de procéder a la 
révision des moteurs et & certaines transformations, grace aux délais excessifs bs 
apportés 4 ces travaux, les Allemands ne purent disposer que de 4 Dewoitine et . © 
7 Bloch, clest-s—dire 11 appareils sur 19 visés au contrat, et non 80, comme le ce 
dit avec inexactitude le commmniqué du Ministre de l!Air, 


Diemtre part, ce m@me communiqué affirme audacieusement que 74 moteurs 
Hispano ont été livrés A lfennemi. Ctest une contre-vérité flagrante ; tous 
les moteurs ncn montés sur appareiia ont été conservés en France et ont échappé 
A ltemprise ie ltennemi, gr@ce aux manoeuvres de la Cie AIR FRANCE, et le Minis- 
tre de ltAir peut d'antant moins ltignorer quianu jour méme de la libération, 61 de — 
ces moteurs ont pu @tre mis inmédiatement A sa disposition et qu'il en a pris che ts 


Quant aux autres. appareils que le communiqué du Ministére de l'Air prétend 
avoir été livrés par trahison par AIR FRANCE, en vertu du contrat de location, 
il stagi$ de Bloch 220, de Bloch 210, Farman 47, qui n'ont jamais appertem 
A AIR FRANCE, Ile ntont jamais 6té livrés par AIR FRANCE, mais ont été saisis 

par ltAmnée Allemande sur les aérodromes de la sone Sud, 


Enfin, AIR FRANCE avait en gérance 44 Candron © 445 appartenant A 1'Etat, 
Ils ont 6t6 saisis par l*Armée Allemande, conme tous les appareils non loués 
& la D.L.H. 


Cependant, AIR FRANCE a mi faire admettre par les Allemands quiils avaient 
besoin dtune révigbn, et, grace A cette manoeuvre, seuls, 21 Caudron © 445 ont 
été enlevés par liennemi, sur 44, 


Tel est le résultat précis du contrat de location attaqué, 


Il a permis de conserver § appareils sur 19 et presque tous les moteurs 
(Hispano et Gnome et Rhéne). 


Au contraire, les appareils qui nfont pas fait l'objet de contrat ont tous | 


été saisis, et, sgulé, ceux qu'AIR FRANCE a réussi A immobiliser ont pu é¢tre 
soustraits au départ pour 1tAllemagne, 


VoilA& les faites. la vérité est donc bien cifférente des affirmations controu- 3 
vées du Ministére de l'air, a 


Il est auesi r4cessaire ie rétablir la vérité en ce qui concerne les effets 
de oe contrat de location mur le sort des Agents d'AIR FRANCE. 


le Ministre reléve conme acte de trahison le fait que, dans le compte-rendu 
des conversations des 4 et 5 janvier 1943 entre le Général PUJO et le Directeur 
de la D.MH., 11 avait été envisagé an paragraphe 5° que des équipages frangais; 
mécaniciens de bord et pilotes, seraient embarqués sur les appareils loués, seus 


Corravcauns © Gel UV Oe. at ee eee 
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Ceci représentait dans ltesprit du Président d!AIR FRANCE des possibilités 
malheureusement si évidentes que 1'EZtat—Major Allemand a refusé dtaccepter cette 
di sposition, . 


les ordres dtun chef de bord désigné per la D,1L.H. 


En ce qui concerne maintenant l'incidence du contrat sur lfenvoidu personnel 
4'aTR FRANCE en Allemagne ; la D,L.H. avait demandé, lors de 1 'enlévement 
des premiers appareils, un contingent de 120 agents; AIR FRANCE fit trainer les 
pourperlers et souleva de telles difficultés que 34 agents seulement allérent, 
om total, en Allemagne pour le D,L.H, Sur ces 34 agents, 13 ont fait un bref 
déplacement et sont revenus inmédisatement, 14 se sont proposés parce quiils 
tambaient sous le coup du'S,9,6,, et 7 se sont déclarés volontaires, Tous sont 
rentrés en France sauf 4 volontaires qui n'ont pas voulu profiter des possibilités 
de retour qui leur avaient été données, 


Ainsi, sur un personnel de 1,850 agents, dont un millier de techniciens spécia- 
listes des catégories les plus recherchées par les Allemande, il n'y avait, au 
jour de la libération, en dehors de & volontaires, que 12 agents d'Air France 
en Allemagne, et ces 12 agents avaient été requis, en dehors de l'tentreprise par 
ltaction directe du 5,7,0,. ou de la Relave, 


Quelle est ltentreprise industrielle frangaise qui peut se vanter de pareils 
résul tats? 


Ce rappel des faits exacts de la cause étant sinsi achevé, il y a lieu de se 
demander imnédiatement si la négociation et la conclusion de ce contrat peuvent 
parattre répréhensibles 4 toute personne sensée et de bonne foi, 4 tout Francais 
ardemment gatriote, 


La Conclusion de ce contrat de location était le seul moyen d'éviter le pire, 
clest-A-dire la saisie pure et simple et définitive des appereiis et des moteurs 
G'*aTR FRANCE et la déportation massive de son personnel, 


Si le contrat niavait pas été passé, la saisie militaire de novembre 1942 
était mainteme, et la France perdait i tout jamais ce matériel d'taviation, comme 
il est advemu des appareils de 1'Etat Frangais saisis mur les aérodromes en 
novembre 1942, 


Un bon Frangais devait tout faire pour éviter cette catastrophe, 


Ctegt l'intention de soustraire 4 l'Allemagne tat ce qui serait possible de 
ce matériel qui a fait approuver les ordres regqus du Secrétariat 4 1'déviation 
de passer ce contrat de location, 


Diva-t-on qu'il valait mieux tout perdre et tout abandonner plutét que de 
signer un contrat de location ? Cette question concerne le Secrétaire d'Etat 
& ltdviation et le Président de lea Cie AIR FRANCE, et non les Administrateurs, 
Au a, ctest une vue si outranciére et si excessive qu'il niest pas besoin 
de sty attarder,. 

Ltimmense majorité des Frangais restés en France au dur contact des réalités 
et de ltennemi ant Intté pendant quatre ans pour sauver tout ce qu'il était possible 


de seuver ; hommes et matériel ; ils ont tout fait pour limiter les déprédations 


allemandes, Ils ont agi en bons « leur intention a été pure de toute 
compromission, et les résultats quiils ont obtenus sont tangibles, 


Par conséquent, sucune critique ne peut leur @tre adressée, et si ciétait 
A refaire, en leur a@me et conscience, ile referaient la méme chose pour le bien 
de la Patrie. 


IiI 


Mais, ayant ainsi dit leur sentiment eur la nécessité de ce contrat de 1943, 
MM, George BONNET et Michel HOMOLIE entendent dire A la Cour quiils ne sant pas 
les miteurs du contrat et quiils ne ltont pas conclu, Ils ne le pouvaient juridi- 


quement pas, 


lea Cour sait, en effet, que, depuis 1940, dans les sociétés anonymes, tout 
pouvoir de direction appartenait cu Président—Directeur Général, 


En conséquence, si la Seciété AIR FRANCE était une société anonyme de droit 
commn, les Administrateurs ne pourraient @tre recherchés an msjet d'un contrat 
de location de cette nature qu'ils n'avaient aucun pouvoir de droit de conclure, 


Mais il y a lieu dtajouter ici deux considérations capitales om point de we 
juridique ; 


Tout dtabord, la Société AIR FRANCE est une société de structure particuliire 
sous le controle Stroit de 1'Etat qui possdde 25 % de son capital et dont le 
Président est, depuis le décret du 6 mai 1939, nommé par le Gouvernement, 


Dieutre part, en septembre 1939, les Services de la Cie AIR FRANCE ont été 
réquisitionnés dans leur ensemble par l'Etat, Ila subordination de la Société 
A l'Btat, dé6jA grande en temps normal, devient donc totale, Senl, 1'Etat pouvait 
commander, I1 agsumait en conséquence les responsabilités de ses ordres donnés 
au ory vb eggpeieeaeel Général et que les Administrateurs ne pouvaient ni discu- | 
ter ni éluder, 


Crest ainsi que la correspondance déjA analysée, échangée en janvier, 
février 1943 entre le Général PUJO et le Secrétaire d'Etat A l'Aviation, précise 
et démontre que le premier a sollicité des ordres et quiil les a requs et exécutés, 


Quel est donc le réle de décision qui reste dévolu am Conseil d'Administra- 
tion dans la direction de cette Société réquisitionnée par 1!Etat et contrélée 
per lui? Il est cxactement ml, 


En droit, le Conseil ne pouvait prendre aucune décision, En fait, il n'ten 
o pris aucune, 


Tl a 6té mis am courant, le 15 janvier 1943, de ce qui était envisagé, 
mais ne lui a demandé ce jourla ni autorisation, qu'il n'aurait po 


donner, ni assentiment, ni approbation. 


Puis, le 19 février, le Conseil a été mis m courant des ordres donnés par 
le Secrétaire d'Etat A l'Aviation au Président d'AIR FRANCE, alors que le contrat 
était paraphé et approuvé par le Gouvernement, [1 y avait alors fait accompli, 
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Que pouvait faire le Conseil? 


Blever une protestation ? Donner sa iémission ? Cela nteftt rien changé A la 
réalité des choses : le contrat passé sur les ordres du Ministére subsistait, 


intangible et parfait, ; 


Mais, en outre, cleat 6té une lacheté facile pour les Administrateurs de 
garder un silence prudent, en laissant le Général PUJO tout seul devaht l'torire 
du Ministéxze, ou méme en élevant une critique tacite en démissionnant} 


Mi. George BONNET et HOMOLIE ressentaient vivement ltamertume de la situa 
tions iis ont dit leur tristesse; mais ils ont pensé que le Général PUJO faisait 
son devoir de bon patriote en exécutant les ordres requs, et ile l'ont dit aussi 
avec courage, Ilse ne sont pas de ceux qui sacrifient des réalités utiles an bien 


du Pays A des attitudes faciles, 


Ce qitfon leur reproche, cfest d'avoir donné leur approbation théorique 
& ce quiavait fait le Président d'AIR FRANCE, en exécutant les ordres du 


Gouvernement, 


\ 


Stiles ont donné cette approbation, c'est qiten conscience, ils ont paseé que 
ctétait leur devoir de Frangais, 


Ctest le m@me sentiment qui a mdhtem 4 leur poste tous les Bis qui 
ont continné A travailler, a cultiver, A produire, A rendre la Justice, malgré 
la présence de ltennemi et celle du Gouvernement de Vichy, pour limiter 1'éten- 


due des meux dont wouffrait leur Patrie, 


Ils ont fait leur devoir et en sont fiers, 


Ce reproche est si évidenment mal fondé que le Ministre de l'Air a cm 
en devoir formler deux autres dans une note déposée A 1! Instruction, le 19 
décembre 1944. Ie Ministre déclare qu'il y avait deux solutions qui s! imposaient 


aux Administrateurs d'AIR FRANCE ; 
1° ~ envoyer le matériel volant de la Compagnie en Afrique de Nori, 


2° ~ @a le sabordér, 


Monsieur le Ministre de ltAir oublie seulement que l'Ammée Allemande a 
envahi lea sone Sud le & novembre 1942 et occupé immédiatement les aérodromes 
et fait gariienner par ses troupes les appareils qui sty trouvaient, 


Que pouvaient donc faire MM, George BONNET et HOMOLIE qui sont alors a 
Paris 7 Comment pouvaient-ils faire envoler de Marignane et autres aéroports 
eccupSs par liennemi les appareils d'AIR FRANCE ? Comment pouvaient—ils les 
faire saborder ? Comment auraient-ils pa commniquer de Paris avec ces aéfro- 
dromes ? Comment auraient—ils pu le faire méme avant le & novembre 1942 § 


Tis ne + donner aucuns ordres et nien avaient pas le pouvoir, ni 
en droit, ni en fait, 


On reste confondu devant de semblableag accusations, aussi dénuées de sens 
et de fondement, | 


> a 
7 
Il fant encore préciser devant la Cour la situation personnelle de Mi, 
George BONNET et Michel HOMOLIZ, 


Quel serait donc le motif qui aurait pu les conduire A ce crime de hate 
trahisen ou de commerce ayec l'iennemi ? 


Que intéré@t puissant aurait entrainé ces deux hommes A se déhonorer ? 


Stiles siégent m Conseil d4'AIR FRANCE, clest comme représentants de la 
Compagnie du CANAL DE SUEZ appelée A participer 4 la constitution du capital 
de cette Compagnie, Cette participation de la Cie du Canal de Sues nia été 
consentie que pour des buts dtintérét national, et non pour des bute dtintéret 
financier, 


MM, BONNET et HOMOLIE touchaient 4 AIR FRANCE pour unique rémnération une 
some qui, anmuellement, ne dépassait pas 2,000 francs, 


Ie signature du contrat D,L.H, ne pouvait influer d'aucune fagen sur cette 
infime rémnération, 


leur présence m Conseil d'AIR FRANCE niapportait A MM, BONNET et HOMOLIE 
gucuns avantages financiers ni autres, 


AIR FRANCE n'était pour eux qu'une activité tout A fait secondaire, 


leurs vies entitres, leurs énergies, leurs capacités de travail sont dévouées 
& lea Cie de BEZ dont ils occupent les deux postes de direction les plus importants 


la Cie dm Canal de Sues est, on le sait, une Société de droit égyptien, 
bénéficiaire dtune concession du Gouvernement Egyptien., 


Dieutre part, depuis 70 ans environ, l'Angleterre détient 44 % du capital 
de la Compagnie. LtAngleterre est donc, en fait, majoritaire, et elle controle 
le Sues, 


Cependant, par 


oisie, l'Angleterre a laissé A la France la majorité des 
aiiges au Conseil 4d! stration, la Présidence, la Direction et 1'Administra- 


tion; elle a admis ement que le personnel de la Compagnie reste frangais, 


Mais la France ne conserve ces avantages précieux pour son prestige en 
Orient et dans le Monde et pour son économie nationale, qu'avec ltassentinent 


la vietoire allemende et italienne aurait eu pour résultat inéluctable 

. | rate cot Sa ae Sag naan un Geanen Duar ot Trahir 
» Grance et la } des Alliés eat 6té pour Mi, George BONNET et HGMLIZE pure 
démence, cteat été un véritable micide. 


Quelle explication shores donner A cette trahison insane? 


os 


Ila Presses inepirée n'a trouvé qutune explication ;: "les hommes des Trusts 
* ont trahi,.. Liaviation tout court doit @tre au service de la Nation," 


Liedieux et le ridicule de cette littérature doit @tre souliané, Ctest 
avec elle que lten espire ameuter l'oynion francaise, 


le yen age Sr les roo ss de la Cie du Sues dans l!intéret 
pre ge pour a4taIR FRANCE, ctest le Gouvernement qui, seul, 
dirige et contréle la Seciété AIR FRANCE par son Président nomé par décret, 
par ses contr@leurs nowsés par les Ministres de ltAir et des Finances et le 
Directeur de l'Aéronautique Civile qui sidgent am Conseil, 


las *Truste" ont donné leurs capitemx pour une oeuvre dtintéréet national, 
ay nient regu ni direction de ltentreprise, ni avantages financiers, ni prébende, 
influence e 


| font donc écarter ce mauvais prétexte et regretter ces haineuses attaques 
ai condamées dans tous les discours du Chef du Gouvernement Previsoire 


de la République, 


Yeut—i1 alors penser que Mi, George BONNET et Michel HOMOLIZ ont trehi 
parce que leurs entiments personnels étaient pro-allemands ? 


Sur os point, aucune allézation queleonque dans le dgsbier, 


Mi, BONNET et HOMOLIE sont dtardents patrioctes, Ts ont, dis juin 1940, 
cru de toutes leurs forces 4 la victoire alliée, : 


Tis ntont jamais varié dane leurs convictions patriotiques et anglophiles, 
Tous ceux qui les connaiseaient pourraient en taémoigner, et ils sont légion, 


Tie ont, our le plan prat poursuivi pendant toute la Guerze leurs 
efforts pour soustraire la Cie du s A lea meinmise allemende, 


M, George BOMNET a réussi A faire passer A londres mx Administratew s 
anglais qui sty trouvaient les pouvoirs nécesenires pour assurer le directién 
et faize 6chapper les Services de le Compagnie en Egypte A tout contréle allemand, 


Ila Gie du Sues avait été cleesée par les Allemands parmi les entrepricss 
"ennemies* sounises A leur contréle, Dens le bt de soustraire liactif de le 
Compagnie aux confiscations allemandes, M, George BONNET put enlever ilexent 
des sammes considérables - esphees et titres —- quiil déposa A 
en gone om moment de ltArmistice, Puis, redoutant 1 ‘éventualité d ‘tune 

| | il fit passer de 200 millions A Alger, lersque les 
M,. BOMNET meneaeé de graves sanctions, Il refuse cepen- 


“ar 
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roqui @ix mises en démeure d'!avoir A fournir 1'état de son personnel pour les 
envois de main-d'oeuvre en Allemagne, Mi, BONNET et HOMOLIE refustrent formelle- 
ment de les fournir, et un seul agent fut @nvoyé en Allemagne, tous les autres 
restérent en France, 


Bien entendu, des secours importants furent verseés pendant toute la durée 
de l'eccupation aux familles des agents d'Egypte qui servaient dans les forces 
militaires de le Seubegieeiwettante. . 


Il en fut de mw pour les familles de caux qui, en France, avaient rejoint 
les Forces Frangaises de l'Intérieur, et ceux qui avaient été arrétés par la 
Gestapo, 


Ce faisant, MM, BONNET et HOMOLLE ont mivi leurs sentiments frangais et 
Saallistes de la premiére heure, Stils n'ont pas pris le maquis, clest que kur 
Age ne le leur permettait pas et que leur devoir leur commandait de rester A 
leur poste pour y protéger les puissants intéréte qui leur étaient confiés et 
tout leur personnel, 


Il ett 6t6 pour eux beaucoup plus facile de gagner Alger et d'ty attendre, 
en sécurité, la fin de l'occuption, en abandonnant leur personnel, an lieu de 
rester A Paris pour le défendre au risque de leur liberté personnelle, maintes 
fois menacés par les Allemands, 


Comment donc soutenir avec sérieux que M, George BONNET et M, HOMOLIE sont 
des traitres, quifis ont pactisé avec l'ennemi, alors que leurs sentiments, leur 
conduite, leurs intér@te; ceux de leur Entreprise, tout les classait nécessaire- 
ment dans les rangs des Frangais les plus purs de toute compromission avec ltennemi, 


Il est inutile d'ajouter que l'tarrestation de M, Georges BONNET et de 
M. Michel HOMOLLE peut avoir les conséquences les plus graves au point de we 
national, 


Lea Cour sait déjA lea pesition de la Cie du Canal de Sues vis-a-vis de 
ltAngleterre et de ltEtat Egyptien, 


Depuis 70 ans, par courtoisie, l'Angletarre a consenti & laiseer 1 'adminis— 
tration et la direction de la Compagnie A lea France, On réalise sisément ce 

que représente ce fait au point de wie de l'intéret national, non seulement au 
point de vue financier, mais m point de we de rayonnement et de ltinfluence 
frangaise en Orient et danse le Monde, 


A-t-on réalisé la portée des mesures prises contre les deux plus hauits 
| fonstionnaires de la Compagnie de Suez, leur igeareération et une campagne de 
presse violente et officielle du Ministére de l'Air affirmant leur trahison? 


: Mais ces considérations n'ont peut-@tre aucune portée sur ceux gui nthési- 
| Sent pas 4 prendre les lieu et place de la Justice et A proclamer “ex cathedre" 


lam culpabilité de citoyens qui ne sont t pas justiciables d'un Ministre 
mais des Tribunaux de leur Pays, 


~~. << a | te A ah ake 7 Renee 


er am 


certitude que 14 raintien en prison préventive de 


n@ pout aider A le manifestation de la vérité ni 


4] ne peut redeuter que Mi, BONNET et HOMOLLE cherchent A se 
seg convocations, 
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TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, 


hse LONDON, 8.W.1. 
20th March, 1945. 
Dear Scriven MAR 1945 


Many thanks for your letter of the 14th March. 
~ I had indeed noticed the passages to which you refer; 
sp cert but I fear that the French Directors would not hesitate to 
, admit that they were/pleading fof a particular purpose, and 
did not represent their real opinion. 


Yours ever, vf 


P.S. Scrivener, Esq-., 0 Ly Ah : 


Foreign Office. ~ 


Dated 5th and 6th Feb, 
Received 1945. 


| in Registry 13th Feb, 1945. 
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Text of two articles by Mr. Gillie, Paris 
Corespondent of the "Manchester Guardian" 
contrasting the English and French systems of 
justice, and the effect on French judicial 
administration of the treason trials. 
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' Few subjects have been so lengthily 
treated in the French pregs in recent 
months as the problems of the 
adrhinistration of justice. 
French people feel deeply on all 
questions of justice, but their reac- 
tions are very different from those of 
Englishmen. Anyone who read 
‘through the articles which have 
appeared in the hope of learning 
something about the workings of the 
French judicial system would be dis- 

appointed. He would learn almost 
notte: for the articles are the work 
of fcr ag not of jurists. 
if he is a student of the 
nasties ppt of the detective 
</novel, should not rise him. 
During the occupation Simenon 
has revived Inspector Maigret with 
much more success than Conan Doyle 


2 ase 


achieved whefi he Brought Sherlock 
Holmes back ife’ But anyone who 
‘reads “ Les vellles Enquétes de 
Maigret,” whig} hay® just been pub- 
lished, will chin vain for any 
= indication aigret’s arrests were 


followed by 


op that. his activi- 
Zties are r : 


by any — 


NOTORIOUS a 
o It is indeed surprising to find 


Bserious newspapers discussing with 
passion the outcome of a trial when 
they are ignorant of the indictment, 


the defence, and the evidence. It 
should, however, be remembered that 
the conduct of the men now passing 
Chefore French’ tribunals has been 
Fnotorious for years. Not very long 
| it was seriously su ted in 
(England that a man pr ent in 
life could not be tried because 
Eno jury could be found which would 
re not have preconceived notions about 
C 
Zz 


1 


the accused. Such a system of justice 
would certainly be considered by any 
liberated country dealing with men 
or indi had been 


repeats id be = I 


number of Fintan hay 
vases motives, not always for hens 


Power whic has 
and deported a 


I—Contrasts with English System 


a From our Paris Correspondent 


The | 


tborated seh a forme 9 


Minutes. 


Extract from "Manchester Guardian", 


indirectly—should also be tried and } 
condemned. 
The French judicial system differs 


respects. It is highly decentralised | 
in the interest of cheapness and. ease | 
of access. There is a pro fessional | 
magistracy, including all judges and 
all prosecutors, which means that a 


fundamentally from ours in two} 


j|a. bedy. 


man making law his career chooses 
whether to become, on the one hand, 
a solicitor or barrister or. on the | 
other, a judge. The judicial career 
includes that of Public Prosecutor, 
who, as a magistrate, does not appear 
in court simply, as a lawyer with a 
brief. If his conscience and judgment 
so direct him he may demand an 
| acquittal. | 

e extreme decentralisation of 
French justice means that even in 
ordinary times the right of appeal 
plays much less part than in England, 
and that at alk events appeals to 
Paris are only on points of law. For 
those reasons there is no official, 
shorthand record of a trial. There | 
is also no possibility of orchestrating. 
the interpretation of the law through-. 
out France through the decision of the 
senior judgesoftheland. Finally,the 
magisterial status of the “ Ministére 
Public "—that is, those magistrates 
with a prosecuting function—makes it 
impossible for anyone with @ function 
like that of the English Attorney 
General’ to give uniformity to the 
criterions adopted for indictment. 
There is, in fact, no one in France 
who corresponds either to the Lord 
Chancellor or to. the Attorney. 
General... The Minister of Justice is 
not either an advocate or a judge but 

man responsible for adminis- 
trating and, by due form of law, 
mod g the judicial machine. He 
is also responsible for moving from. 
post. te post—with numerous safe- 
guards—the three thousand magis- 
trates of France. 


Low ‘SALARIES 
* TRGSe Magistrates are websted to 
have superhumati qualities. Ill-paid— 


| the highest until the recent increase 


‘ins s received less than a county 
3] court udge,—their reward has been 
tin the. Social standing. 
They have y been men with 


t the ‘allowed 
er to son and that reg 


; | 9 (econ 
U ~~ 4 " > sf 
* Pel 
® ) 1 = “e a s 
» o . 7 : ’ 
ae ; y A ee Mares Nd : ‘es MES : Sit * 
mf : Zs, a Sas : . 
? . ad 4 ’ a¢ 4 P 1 4% “ 4 > ° +o 
’ ° a . ro " wl “ : in 3 % wr M 
v * 
» Jif. 


5th February, 1945. 


d by any effective law of 

on ‘of oat, but only sot the. 
cts that in normal times there’ are. 

t least three judges in any court 
and that they reach’ their decision 
behind closed doors and make it), 
public, with detailed ju ». aS» 
The decision -of e, 
is therefore anonymous. mpt 
has ever been made to make thar 
‘functiofis, their reactions, or ‘their 
reasohs comprehensible or sym- 

pathetic to the general public. 


16. 


Mmutes. 


"Manchester Guardian", 


0 from 
xtract ir 6th February, 1945. 


FRENCH JUSTICE 


IkImpact of the Treason Trials _ 
i j é problem that faced the French 

Minister of Justice in liberated France 
Was to establish.a system by which 
the men and -women accused of 
treachery during the last four years 
could be tried speedily in a manner 


that would give se, cee ) ble satisfac- 
‘tion to the lar demand for justice 
and at thesame time would provide 
guarantees against mere mob passion. 
It should be stated at once that 
‘there can be no question of finding 
completely unprejudiced juries in 
France, since the::conduct of the 
adeused has been notorious for years. 
With the exceptidn of obscure in- 
fofmers they are men who have 
ruled the roast lotally or nationally, 
‘either as public servants or as jour- 
nalists or as leaders of a variety of 
organisations. It is inevitable that 
everyone, including the jurors, 
should have a stmong preconceived 
opinion about their actions. Any 
attempt to remove the accused from 
the places where they were known 
: for trial elsewhere: would only create 
| the lg ee 9 — a —s 
- were g to get a guilty man off. 
The Toone Government decided 
not to introduce retroactive legis- 
lation but to try the accused under 
the clauses of the criminal code con- 
cerned with treason and intelligence | 
with the enemy in time of war. 
These had -been revised in 1939 in 
‘terms which could apply to the situa- 
tion provided it was taken for granted 
that only a peace treaty and not an 
armistice could put an end to a state 


sitting concurrently, Both verdict { leniéncy; that the amount of mone 
‘and sentence are given by a regular | earned by the accused increagesicom- 
magistrate sitting with four jurymen | prehensibly the guilt they bute 
who if they outvote him overrule | to him; and that in the old unocct pied 
a | | area where Pétaini | . 

The purpose was to combine judi- | 2%©a Where ism was to begin 


aah a ‘with very strong, and resistance 


rience with popular opinion | , 
in the hope that the result would both Papen tee rmey. Soci er gral: 


be comprehended of the le ad | 
avoid flagrant injustice. The prosecu- . ee ae or strength ae, early. 
tions are conducted in the normal , .., qi yoy re now io pene ¥ agvo- 
way by magistrates of the “ Ministere {O° 0S 0 ty arshal Pétain at 
Public” under the direction in each fr = a, sO “ to “t 
area of a “Commissaire du Gouverne. ‘t@mework of ideas for the prosecut~' 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


ment,” as would be the case if the ‘28 of smaller persons out: of the 
trials came before a military court. | definition ; worn would inesey | 
The trials before these courts are etree at hen A thiak which he 
now being concluded at the rate of | oo °yee Ss” ung Ben igh court has 
anything from thitty to ninety a day. |2©€ S¢t up to try him and his Minis- 
Appeals are only allowed on points of |*€ts, formed from various categories 
law and to a local court, There is of persons on lines very similar to the: 
thus no central machinery for har- Consultative Assembly. Such a trial 
monising the sentences except by act WOuld certainly provide doctrinal 
of amnesty. Nor is it easy to imagine ‘arity. but would not help much 4 
one which would not create a bottle- Provide a bridge between the French’ 
neck. Eighteen thousand seven hun- ‘People and their magistrates. The: 
dred cases now await trial, and a total] CUr0US inability of most French pub- 
of about fifty thousand is expected— {licists—not to mention the vast, 
apart from the trials of former mem- |Majority of French citizens—to a 
bers of the Vichy Government which |CUSS the problem in terms of the! 
have not yet begun. organisation of: justice both now and 
The tragedy is that this machinery |in the future leaves little hope that a 
is not convincing the general public | valuable contribution will be made. 
that justice is being done or that any from any quarter other than the Gov- 
particular system is being applied. ernment itself. | 
he judgments of any one court—; Plans for a far-going reform of the 
not to mention those of different | French judicial system are known to, 
courts—offer extraordinary contrasts. | be under. consideration. The recent 
The typist secretary of one of the chief |increase in official salaries has 
affected very favourably the salaries | 
of judges, and there are other projects | 


news commentators of the German- 
controlled Radio Paris has been con- 


of war. The articles in question 
could -not give such full and clear 
guidance as would have been the case 
had those drafting them foreseen the 
totally unexpected situation of a de 
facto Government;with many marks 
of legitimacy, concluding an armis- 
‘tice, ruling for four years, and pro- 
viding cover for and women who 
were serving the interests of France’s 
enemy. 


ING TO BE WRITTEN 


demned to life imprisonment, while, 
M. Albertini, the right-hand man of 


for enhancing the position of magis-, 
trates. Meanwhile the réle of sole 


Deéat, has been comdemned to five: 
years. Meanwhile an officer with a/ 
fine resistance record who shot two. 
prisoners condemned to death but’ 
amnestied, because he believed it’ 
would be a greater economy of blood. 
than firing on a crowd which was’ 
howling for their lives, was con- 
demned to seve 


judge thrust upon the magistrates: 
must have a profound effect upon 
their status, their outlook, and their 
recruitment. From the special courts 
it has spread to Courts of First In-| 
stance, so as to release more Magis- | 
trates to deal with the hideous spate ' 
of treason trials. Thus, for good or 


n Fogg by a regular ; 


: military ¢Gourt. 
SPECIAL CIVIL COURTS make ay : 
Normally in war-time trials for 


treason are conducted in France. by 


infiu- | 
numerous and 
still at liberty. 


a military tribunal, unless 
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MAGISTRATES’ WEAK POSITION 


| It is evident that the magistrate is 


%. | 


often overruled by his jurymen, but 


| it is he or the prosecutor who is pub- 
| licly attacked in the local press. The 


magistrates’ moral position is* any- 
way weak, because like other public 
ls the great majority of. them 

| alty to Marshal Pétain. 
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FRANCE | 
1945 | on lS a 
Arrest of M 


egsieurs Brochier and Mo rin. 


Regisiry | | Transmits copy of letter dated the 9th February 
Number 2 2224/255/17 | 4, up. Scarlett, British Embassy, Paris, regarding 


' FRO -~Genera the arrests of Memsieurs Brochier and Morin, and the 
Marseilles to Mr. R.L adverse effect on the prestige of British Banks 
q Ape DCE TPs ee in France; and agreeing that a discussion with ra 
No. VREStent. : 
; Brigadier Rabino might clear up some points which F, 


are enumerated. 
Dated 7th Feb. 1945. 


Received 
in Registry 17th Feb.1945 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
MARSEILLES. 


February 9th,1945. 


RL. Speaight, Esquire, 
Foreign Office. 
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With the Compliments 


0 
Mr. 5.2. Kay, 
His Majesty's Consul General. 
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: Mr. Relae Spenight, 
Gopied se Foreign Office February 9th, 1945. 


Dear Scarlett, 


Your letter of 25th January (28/15/45). 


I have given a good deal of 
PE of 


me gee ag gee 


7 


facia s offices, whi I suppose 
the London ces advised 
give their approval? 


5e Bie Se Lenten. Wee eta Fee ae oe 
branches under the proteetion of the Americans in 1940 
the proteetion of the Swiss when the Americans came ti ae 


The disturbing feature about the whole business 
is that neither Broehier nor Morin asked the Swiss for protectii 
If they had done so, the Swiss could probably have protected 
safe—deposit boxes as they protected other British property in 
this region. Even if the Swiss had not sueceeded, the Banks, 


by invoking / 


of the position and did 


the Marse 
the 
Were 
they 


agree that there is no action you take on behalf 
of these two Frenchmen. Our general policy in regard 
the purge is to let it take its course and not to attempt 
to intervene on behalf of any Frenchman affected by it 
unless there are quite exceptional reasons for doing so". 


I personally see no exceptional reason to intervene, but should 
be very interested to have Brigadier Rabino’s views. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Speaight at the 
Poreign Office. 


, 


(Bigned) S.E. KAY. 


"7045 | [47-2260 


“RANGE |Z FFB 1945 


\rrest of Monsieur Richard: appeal for British | 
Regisiry ~) OE ) 
oses copy of letter. dated the 20th November | 

i, Nant \')% 2260/235/%1 from Monsieur Prengeis Richard: former French Consul- 
|. FROM gpancer aris | Ceneral at Lourenco Marques; who has been arrested, 
| to Western beset tnent | presumably, for collaboration. He states that his 
‘eos | British colleagues at Lourengo Marques could 

° 28/30/45 testify to his anti-German activities. 
If there is no objection asks for testimonies 
Dated 11th Feb. 19445. to be obtained from Mr. Bowle and/Ledger to be 


Received produced at Monsieur Richard's trial. 
in Registry 17th Feb.1945. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PARIS. 


Z 2260 


17 FER 1945 


* 


11th February, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


We enclose a copy of a letter from a Monsieur Fransois 
Richard, formerly French Consul-General at Lourencgo Marques, 
who is now shut up awaiting trial, presumably for 
collaboration. You will see that he says that his British 
colleagues at Lourencgo Marques could testify to his anti- 
German activities. If you see no objection, could you 
ask Bowle or Ledger whether they can say anything on 
this subject which we could communicate. to his lawyer 
for such use as he could make of it at the trial? 


Yours ever, 


Chancery e 


The Western Department, 


Foreign Office. 
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287 28/456 : 
Fresnes, November 20th,‘1944. 


To His Excellency 
The Ambassador of His British Majesty 
in Paris, 


Excellency, 


May I venture to require your most precious 
and kindest help in the following case? Being 
unduly kept in jail since the 50th of August late 
under ungrounded political suit, it would, I am 
sure, greatly strengthen my forthcoming defence 
if my former colleagues and ever friends, H.BeMe 
Consuls General in Lourengo-Marques (P.E.A), 
Messrs. Bowle and Claude Ledger, as well as the 
English Bishop of the Lebombos, the Right Rev. 
Dennis Victor were so good as to testify my real 
and active anti-german behaviour and good work,from 
the very first day of the war until the lst of 
September 1941 when without any reason - the 
unspoken one being that I was a Mason - nor 
warning, Admiral Darlion gave me the sack.e 


My actual position is a very sad one, but I do swear 


in the face of God that I have done nothing to 
deserve ite 


With the hope that the present request shall retain 
your most valuable attention, and anticipating with 
thanks, | 
- [ have, @tcCe, 
(Signed) F.A. Richard. 
Frangois A. Richard. 
former Consul for France 
Lourengo Marques 
| actually:/ 


actually: 


prévenu administratif 

1e Division-Cellule 389, | 

Noe de Compte 523; no d'ecroir 423. 
Prison de Fresnes (Seine). 


P.S.- Informations and correspondance should be 
. adressed c/o my sollicitor, Me. Cardoux-Spony, 
avocat, 25 rue de Borgogue (7e)-—Invalides 69.30. 


aie , - oe wh 22 bn #8 RAY p> 
” . at” i ~ s af “e a4 A 
_ -« Nes =, on ne a ' rj 4 
a J sta ms SPRY 
a » » nd “ 


ye 4 
Ps 


SON 


SOPYRIGHT ~ NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMIS 


5. eee 


BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


_ 


NOTHING TO 


-" 
— 
_ 
ad 
aa 
= 
nal 
_ 
—_= 
— 
| 


<OPYRIGHT ~ NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 
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oT FILE i 


* POREIGN OFFICE, 
§ oW . 1 e 
(z 2260/255/17 ) 


Des. halle. 9th March,1945- 


I enclose a copy of a letter | 
which was addressed to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris by Monsieur 
Frangois Richard, formerly French 
Consul-General in Lourengo 
Marques, who is now in prison 


awaiting trial, presumably for 
collaboration. 


you will see that Monsieur 
Richard says that you and Bowle, 
to whom I am also writing, could 


testify to his anti-German 
activities. 


Is there anything on this 
subject which you can say which 
could be communicated to his 
lawyer for such use as he could 
make of it at his trial? 


, Rake Lye eag I 
(R.L. Speaight ) 


Ceke Ledger ESGe sC. Be Ee 
Leopolaville. ‘ 


OUT FILE 34 


Z é 255/17 


POREIGN OFFICE, S.W. l. 
lith March, 1945. 


Dear Chancery, 


Your letter 28/30/45 of 
Pebruary llth about Monsieur 
Frangois Richard. 


We have asked Ledger and Bowle 
if they can provide any evidence. 


We will let you know when we have 
their replies. 


Yours ever, 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


. Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Paris. 


1945 


‘ 


P. 
Nenbe \% 2518/255/17 


FROM onsul General 
Gable, Zurich, to 
F Frenc Department. 


8th Feb.19L5 


Dated 


's Recetved 
in Registry 23rd Feb. 1945 


Z: France . 


T 


OO —_ 


French request for testimony to pro-British 
; ac es. 


ee 


Encloses copy of letter dated 3ist December 
from his former French colleague in Rotter#am, 
Monsieur Imbault-Huart, who asks for a testimony 
to his pro-British sympathies and activities. 

Has informed him that he cannot give this 
direct, but that the French authorities should 
enquire through the British Ambassador in Paris 
or Monsieur Massigk in Londoh. Gives summary of 
Monsieur Imault-—Huart's character. 


Last Paper. 
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oli enclose a copy of a letter from my 
rv French: co e at Rotterdam asking for a 
imenial. thet’ laborated with me and was not 
clear: a ee | have told him that I cannot furnish 
him with such a testimonial direct, but that he should 
ask his authorities to enquire from our authorities 
either hf His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris or 
through the French Ambassador in London. 


I remember Monsieur Imbault-Huart as a 
rather ineffective and craven individual, but he cer- 
tainly never showed any sign of being anti-British or 
pro-Germane. He may not have been much use, but with 
regard to M.E.W. work he pleced himself entirely in my 
hands and undertook to do whatever I did. 


Right from the start (October-November 
1959) he was very much afraid of the Germans because, 
he said, of the terrible conditions prevailing in France, 
irresolut iom, lack of preparation and disunion. I 
managed to evacuate him and a number of his colony from 
Rotterdam with the convoy of 5 buses and 5 private cars 
which I led to the Hoek van Holland on the 15th May and 
I remember him saying at the time that he thanked God 
for the British Navy. What happened to him after he 


reached/ 
The French a Dapexsnsnt, 
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Paris (8°) 152 B°“Haussmann, 


the 3lst of December 1944. 


Dear Sir and Colleague, 


Through the courtesy of the Consulate 
General in Paris, I have had yesterday communication of 
your address and it makes me a very great pleasure to 
send you my best wishes for the New Year. 


I am glad to know that after Rotterdam you 
were appointed im Ziirich, certainly you did there and are 
still able to do a great job. 


May I ask you to write to me a few words as 
the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs wants to have me to 
produce attestations concerning my sentiments towards the 
Allies? I have no doubt you remember how tightly and with 
the greatest confidence we worked together for the "blocus"™ 
during the winter of 1959/1940 — as for my part I shall 
long remember our firm cooperation - and I think you can 
certify that. As you never heard from me a word against 
Great Britain, perhaps would you be kind enough to put it 
also in writing? 


I hope this will not bother you and I thank 
you very much. 


With kindest regards and again my best 
wishes, I am, dear Sir and Colleague, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Re Imbault-Huart, 
Consul General for France. 
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Gives substance of press report in"L'ordre" 

of 9th February, in which it ee’ at banes that 4 
Flandin, in the course of his trial for | 
collaboration, referred to a secret treaty 

between the Prime Minister and Petain in 1940. 
States that no other paper has mentioned the matter. 
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(En clair] DEPART: ENTAL NO.2. 


FROM P..RIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr, Duff Cooper. OD. 
No,98. Saving. 


Undated 


19th February, 1945. 
R. 11.50 a.m. 25rd February, 1945. 


According to an article in "L'Ordre" of the 9th 
February, wi. Flandin, in the course of a recent 
appearance before the Examining Commission of the 
High Court of Justice, referred to a treaty alleged 
to have been made in 1940 between ifr. Churchill and 
Pétain. M. Flandin's object was to prove that Pétain 
was then working in full agreement with London. de 
spperent’y Ban niasne that he himself ape obner Vaeny 
Ministers cnly — to serve under Pétain because 
latter informed them of the alleged agreement. 


2. “L'Ordre" which says that this story was already 
current at the end of 1940 in the United.States, 
comments that, while the best jokes are said to be the 


shortest, this ore has lasted five years and is still 
as funny as ever, 
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3. No other paper has referred to the story. 


But it has cropped up several times in conversation 
recently, the Source always appearing to be close 
friends or relations of M, Flandin. 


4, Please see also my letter to lir. Harvey which 
TRUM. goes by bag. . 
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NetY | 25'79/265/17 

FROMEr, Duff Cooper. 
Paris. , 

No. 205 69/15/45 

Dated 20th. Feb, 1945. 


Received 
in Regisiry | 


'24th Feb,1945. 


Suanarises "the proceedings at she 
Maurras, held at Lyons from 24th-26th January, adding 
that this trial,which was expected to be the most 
spectacular of the purge, was over-shaddwed by news 
of the Russian @ffensive and by the hardships conseq 
went on the cold spell. 
| States that Maurice Pujo, editor of the "Action 
riolgge cage was tried at the same time, and sentenced 
to five years imprisonment and a fine. Maurraswas 
sentenced to solitary confinement for life, and the 
"Populaire" congtrasted this sentence with that 
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Z: France , 
Passed on & young railwayman for similar | astevalt Les. 
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69/15/45 British Embassy, 


_74 FER (O45 Jooth February, 1945. 


>*-+ea-arar ome 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report that the trial of Charles 
Maurras which took place at Lyons from the 2th to the 26th 
January, and which had promised to be one of the most spectacular 
of the whole Purge, passed off with something of an anti-climax, 
public attention being largely preoccupied by news of the 


Russian offensive and by the inescapable hardships of the 
severe cold spell, 


ee 

2e Maurras faced trial with his faithful disciple Maurice 
Pujo, editor of “Action Francaise", Proceedings opened on the 
24th January in a snowstorm, and the courtroom was apparently 
only partly filled, Owing to Maurras’ deafness it had been 
intended to conduct the interrogation in writing, but this pro- 
cedure prove impracticable and the question of the court were 
transmitted by a spokesman who was able, by shouting a few 

inches away from Maurras’ face, to make himself understood, 
Throughout the trial Maurras’ attitude was unrepentant. He appear- 
ed wearing in his buttonhole the “francisque" emblem conferred 
by Marshal Pétain on his closest friends and most ardent 
supporters, and lost few opportunities of insulting both the 
court and the govermment which it represented. The Public 
Prosecutor had evidently received instructions to base his case 
solely on a number of denunciations of individual Gaullists, in- 
cluding Monsieur Francois Bidault, brother of the present 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. These appeared at different 

times in articles in the “Action Francgaise” signed by Maurras. 
Maurras was however determined to drag in wide political issues 
and to turn the trial into that of the Third Republic and of 
Pétain. In this he succeeded to the extent of obtaining per- 
mission to read to the court a memorandum of 134 pages which he 
had prepared in prison apparently designed to prove to posterity 
the permanently anti-German complexion of integral nationalism. 
This political confession, the significance of which was lost 

on the jury and most ofthe members of the court, occupied most 
of the proceedings of the 24th and 25th January,. Unfortunately 
Maurras has never been an orator. Although aggressive and 
interminably discursive, his defence was almost inaudible and not 
more than one phrase in three was heard in the body of the court. 
The pleading was in any case irrelevant to the charges which were 
laid against him. 


36 Six witnesses appeared for the prosecution. The first, 
Monsieur Francisque Gay, one of the persons denounced by 
Maurras, claims the distinction of having given evidence against 
Maurras in court on seventeen previous occasions. In spite of 
this his testimony and that of Messieurs Frangois Bidault and 
Champetier de Ribes was delivered with comendable i artiality. 
The prosecution failed to prove Maurras’ responsibility for the 


named Monsieur Worms e Wo was Lt | 
oS oo te” Teeeniy before the 8 tpiication of the opp er inating q 
article. In the end their case rested on the denunciation of 


emily nemed Fournier at Bourg who appear to have caused a 
pea of the Lose "“milice"™ a certain number of sleepless — 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C. ,M.P.;, 
etc. etc, etc. 


2. 


One of the persons arrested on this o 
and two others oe Stee 1 ccasion was subsequently shot 


4. The defence produced no less than twenty-one witnesses 
end a number of written testimonies, Several of these, such as 
Auphen of the “Action Frangaise" and Angeli, ex-prefect of Lyons, 
are themselves at present awaiting trial or retrial, In the 


main they endeavoured to discredit the idea that Maurras' motives 
were in any way unpatriotic. Many of their appeals, such as 
that of Frangois Daudet, rested on purely compassionate grounds. 
A Professor named Rambaud put forward the curious plea that 
Maurras’ was not only too deaf but “lived really too close to 
governmental circles to be well informed", Considerable use 
was made of Angeli's evidence that Déat and Darnand had at one 
time arranged for Maurras’ assassination. In the case of Pujo, 
who was accused as an accessory in his master's misdeeds, 
evidence of his imprisonment by the Germans for several months 
at Montluc made a favourable impression on the court, 


je The public prosecutor asked for the death penalty in the 
case of Maurras only. The summing up of the two counsel for 

the defence is reported to have been well handled, Maurras 
intervened with a final harangue in which he addressed the public 
prosecutor successively as “Monsieur l'avocat de la femme sans 
téte", and as "Monsieur le Procureur de la République Troisiéme 
ou Quatriéme”, and announced his decision not to appeal if he 
were sentenced to death. He asked for nothing more glorious than 
to let his blood flow once again for France. 


6. The court delivered its verdict late on the evening of the 
26th January, after only one hour and a quarter of deliberation. 
Maurras was found guilty, with extenuating circumstances, and 
condemned to solitary confinement for life. Pujo, found guilty 
only under Article 83 of the Penal Code of “activity calculated 
to subvert the morale of the army or the Nation" was condemmed 
to five years of prison and a fine of 20,000 francs. Both 
received sentences of national degradation. Maurras brandished 
his fist at his judges and cried "C'est la révanche du procés 
Dreyfus". The sentence caused comparactively little disturbance 
in court, and the general effect of press comment, which was 
largely hostile to the accused, was minimised by the fact that 
several papers, including the Communist “Humanité" was unable, 
owing to the Monday holiday, to print the news until it was 
relatively stale. 


Te The Socialist “Populaire”, drew a scathing contrast between 
Maurras' sentence and the condemnation to death in an adjoining 
court of a 27 year old railwayman for a denunciation which had 
rather less serious results than the Fournier case. There is 
however a very general feeling in governmental circles that a case 
which threatened to divide French opinion more profoundly than any 
other now pending, has been got rid of without creating any great 


new problem, Maurras refused to appeal 
z2iii2{ CS d/! 


y 
8. On the lst February Academy took its long awaited decision 
about Maurras. It aid not’ formally expel him, but declared that 
he was automatically exc a by virtue of Article 21 of the 
Ordinance of the 26th ember, 1944, on national indignity. His 
seat would therefore be declared vacant in four weeks' time, the 
usual interval after the death of an Academician. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
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Regi 2666/ 255/17 

po 6/ / ted 20th February 

to Mr. P.W. Scarlett, regarding the arrests of 

‘Mm. Bochier and Morin, and giving the substance 
cussions with Brigadier Rabino on points raised 

carlett's letter to Marseilles of 25th 

-- January (Z 1$94/255/17). 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
MARSEILLES. 


February 20th,1945. 


ReL. Speaight, “squire, 


Foreign Office. o> 
als 


“1 
i“ e 


With the Compliments 


of 
Mr. Kay, 
His Mayjesty’s Consul General. 
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Co i : Mr. ReLe Speaight, . | 
Gopted <e Foreign office. February 20th, 1945. 


Dear Scarlett, 4 (Mal sv ly 
Your letter of 25th Jamary (28/15/45) and my 
letter of the 9th,instant about the pen of Oe) and Morin, 
Managers of the ) illes Branch of Barclay'’s Bank and the 
Westminster For¢gign s spectively. 
VV Vt . 

I diseussed the question on the 17th instant with 
Brigadier Rabino who cleared up points 1, 2 and 3 raised in my 
letter under reference, It appears that after this country was 
declared in 1940 an enemy country for the pruposes of Trading 
with the Enemy, the London head—offices held no further commnicea— 
tion, either direct or via the Foreign Office and the Protecting 
Power, with their Marseilles branches, which were themselves 
™ es". Thus, I suppose that being cut off from London the 
Marseilles branches considered themselves to be in the position 
of Prench Banks with head-—offices in Paris. 


Rabino was particularly concerned about (a) the 
ana te caused to the two Banks by the arrest of their managers, 
and (b) the fact that although several Franch Banks had also 
handed over gold to the Germans, the only arrests made so far 
were those of the managers of the two British Banks. 


As regards (a) I suggested that Barclays might 
consider the advisability of suspending Brochier, who, I understand 
is still detained, and that the Westminster might consider the 
advisability of retiring Morin, who appears to have weathered the 
storm and who is 70 years of age. Rabino had an interview with 
the Regional Commissioner on the subject of (b) and told me that 
Haag had assured him that there was no question of any anti- 
British bias, and gave him to understand that while arrests might 
have been made on flimsy grounds during the Aubrac regime, such 
was no longer the case. Doubtless Rabino will inform you fully 
of his visit to Marseilles, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Speaight. 


(Signed) S.E. KAY. 
P.W. Searlett, Esquire 
British Embassy, : 
Paris. 
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}also put it to him that it would be useful for it 
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(Minutes.) 


Please see also Z 2551/255/17,. and a cutting from 
yesterday's "Daily Express" within, on which the Prime 
Minister has asked for a note. 


The "Chicago Tribune” got hold of the same 
story last July. We went into the matter in some 
detail then and decided that the story must have 
come from the mischievous M. Rougier, who caused so 
much trouble to the Washingtm Embassy during the ' 
winter of 1942 ~- 1943 when he threatened to publish 
details of/an alleged secret agreement between the 
Prime Minister and Pétain which he claimed had been ~— 
negotiated through his intermediary. My two minutes 
in Z 4623/4623/G@ of 1944 summarise the history of 
all our dealings with Vichy at that time, both throu 
the Madrid Embassy and through Rougier. So far as 
we know, the “Chicago Tribune” lost interest in 
Rougier's story, for we have never heard that they 
published anything. It will be seen from Z 4623/4 
that the relevant telegrams were sent to Sir Desmond 
Morton at the time, with a brief explanation of the 
background for use with the Prime Minister if 
necessary. 


It is important that Mr. Duff Cooper should be 
well documented about these early exchanges with | 
Vichy so as to be in a position to give the lie to 
stories such as Flandin ‘s. I have had a fair copy, 
of my minute about the Madrid exchanges, which we 


| might send him together with the two Print Sections 


containing all the relevant documents, if spare 
copies of them can be found. I have also prepared 
a revised version of my second minute about Ro Lera 
eee could be sent to him together with the 4a 
‘which it mentions. He should also have the telegrams 
We can authorise . 
him to deny the story of a secret a a Cz: have : 
already told the News res py oot 
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them which we now need to conceal and trey/must | 
already have a good deal of probably inacctrate 
information about our dealings with Vichy in their 
own archives. I submit a draft to Mr. Duff 
Cooper from Mr. Harvey. : 


In response to the Prime Minister's request 
I have also prepared the attached comprehensive 
memorandum. The matter is a little delicate in. 
view of the Prime Minister's personal interest in 
M. Flandin, but I submit that we should be well 
advised to take full steps to make known the true 
facts about our dealings with Vichy. This seems t] 
the only way of giving the lie to the secret 
agreement story which, according to what reliable 
Press correspondents are telling the News Departmen 
is very generally believed in Paris. The best 
way of doing this might be a question in 
Parliament (there is likely to be one even if we 
do not inspire it), in reply to which the Secretary 
of State could give a brief account of our 
dealings with Rougier (without mentioning his name) 
and perhaps also of our exchanges with Vichy 
through Madrid. The Secretary of State might be 
willing to put this to the Prime Minister in a 
minute covering my memorandum about Rougier. 


agi 22 


ist March, 1945. 


Sir W, Strang 
Sir R.I. Campbell. 
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In view of the interest which is being 
taken in this matter in the papers not only in 
France but in the U.S. and in this country, and 
of the possibility that H.M. Government's 
attitude in the matter will be misrepresented, it 
seems clearly desirable that the true facts, of 
which we have no reason to be ashamed, should be 
made public as soon as possible. A Parliamentary 
Question would be the obvious way of doing this, 
though before this could be arranged the Prime 


Minister's approval would presumably have to be 
obtained. 


In the meantime the sooner some explanations 
can be given to Paris and Washington the better, 
and wo hope that the draft letter to Mr. Duff 
Cooper and the draft telegram to Washington can 
be got off toeday. Before this can be done, 
however, the Secretary of State’s general 
approval to the idea of a statement in Parliament 
will presumably have to be obtained. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


March 2nd 1945. 
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559/2/45 


20th February 1945... > 
TOP SECRET Io] 


In my telegram No.98 Saving, I have reported 
the story in "L’Ordre" that Flandin, whose case is 
now “under instruction" before the High Court of 
Justice, is making use in his defence of an 
alleged agreement concluded in 1940 between Pétain 
and the Prime Minister, with the object of proving 
that the Vichy Government, which he entered in 
December 1940, was one "where he could conduct, and 
did conduct, a policy of resistance”. 


I enclose an extract copied from a document 
which is in the possession of Flandin's brother, 
and which, we understand, he has shown to two or 
three people. It purports to summarise an agree- 
ment concluded in 1940 and which led to the 
subsequent conclusion of the Eccles-Marshal 
agreement on supplies to Morocco. 


It would be useful to me to know the true 


facts about this whole story and also to have 
your advice on the line we should take about it. 
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O.C. Harvey Esq., 0.B., CU.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 


Gory Je 


TOP SECRET 


Extract from a Confidential document: "Le Gouvernement de Pétain (98 
étant le Gouvernement de la trahison.." 


Les 24 et 26 octobre 1940, un envoyé du Maréchal Pétain était regu 
a Londres par M, Winston Churchill. Il était porteur d'assurances, de 
propositions et de demandes du Gouvernement frangais., Apres une 
confrontation des points de vue britannique et frangais, les résultats 
acquis furent consignés dans un texte dactylographié, rédigé dans le 
cabinet de M, Strang du Foreign Office, en date du 18 octobre 1940, 
texte qui fut soumis aux corrections et 4 l'approbation du Premier 
Ministre. Le Maréchal Pétain recut commmication du texte des projets 
d'accord, accompagné d'un mémoire, le 10 novembre 1940. Ils furent 
ratifiés le 11 novembre par lui, selon une procédure qui avait été 
convenue d'avance, et par l'intérmédiaire de notre poste diplomatique 
de Madrid, Ils furent confirmés, apres la ratification du Maréchal 
Pétain, par un-télégramme du du Foreign Office en date du 21 novembre, 
sous couvert du Consulat Général de Grande-Bretagne 4 Genéve. 


Je fais observer que toutes des dates sont postérieures a Montoire. 


Et voici, maintenant, le contenu de ces accords:=- 


~ 


Engagement de la Grande Bretagne a 1'Egard de la France 


a} La Grande Bretagne rétablira dans son intégrité et sa souveraineté 
la Prance, si elle ne fait rien pour aider la victoire des totalitaires, 
et, a fortiori, si elle contribue a la victoire britannique. 


b) Au cas ot le Gouvernement frangais céderait des bases sériennes 
et navales aux totalitaires, la Grande-Bretagne ne répondrait plus du 
sort futur de la France et de son Empire. 


Attenuation du Blocus 


4) Le Gouvernement britannique assimilera 4 du cabotage qui ne tombe 
pas sous le blocus - le transport des denrées coloniales de Dakar, de 
Casablanca et des parts nord-africains aux ports de Provence. 


f 
2) Le Gouvernement anglais enverra 4 Madrid un expert économique qui 
s'entendra avec un expert économique francais au sujet d'échanges 
éventuels avec la Maroc. 


Accord sur le Status des Colonies Frangaises Fideles a Vichy 


14) Le Gouvernement anglais s'engage 4 ne plus chercher & prendre par 
la force ou & Gébaucher par la propagande les colonies frangaises demeurées 
fideles au Gouvernement de Vichy. 


2) Toute agression anglaise contre les colonies frangaises sera 
repoussée par les armes pour éviter la défense conjointe par 1'Axe desdites 
colonies, ce qui équivaudrait a céder 4 1'Axe les colonies frangaises et 
leurs bases. 


Accord sur la Radio 


Le radio britannique s'abstiendra de toute critique 4 l‘égard de la 
personne du Chef de 1'Etat frangais, le Maréchal Pétain. 


Engagements de la France Concernant les Colonies et les Bases 


4) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage 4 ne pas chercher a reprendre par 
la forces les colonies passées 4 deGaulle. 


2) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage a ne céder & l'Axe ni les ports 
de Provence, ni les bases de l'Afrique du Nord, du Maroc et de l'Afrique 
Occidentale. 


3) Le Gouvernement noais remettre 1'Empire dans la guerre le jour 
ot les Anglais et leurs s éventuels auront fait la preuve de leur 
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The British Embassy, PARIS. 


My dear Oliver, 


Thank you for your letter of the 5th March concerning 
the false statements made about the Petain/Churchill Agreement. 


The press here seems to have lost interest in the question, 
and, unless we are approached, I do not think it is necessary 
for us to make any official statement. 


At the same time, I think it would be useful if we could 
have a question asked in the House of Commons, in order to 
clear up the matter once and for all. 


Yours ever, 


KR aopl Corgpfer 


Oliver Harvey, Esq., C.B., C.M.G, 
The Foreign Office, 


Downing Street, 
SeWeie 
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(2 2766/255/G) 


POREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 
5th March, 1945. 


Nay lear Daf 


Thank you for your letter 559/2/45 of the 20th 
February about the alleged Pétain-Churehill agreement. 


2. This story came up last summer when the 
“Chicago Tribune" threatened to publish documents 
proving the existence of such an a ement - see enclosed 
copies of Washington telegram No.5612 of the 5th duly 
and our telegram No.6420 of the 16th July to Washington. 
At the time we went carefully through our archives of 
the period and the result was summarised in the two 
enclosed minutes by Speaight which with their annexes 
should give you all the necessary background. It is clear 
that what is represented by Flandin and others as 
"an agreement" between His Majesty's Government and 
Pétain is in fact the notes which Rougier prepared here 
for his interview with Weygand after his talks with the 
Prime Minister and others. Rougier may well have shown 
the notes to Pétain with whom he was known to have 
conversations after his interview with Weygand, but they 
were never intended by us as even the basis for a message 
to Pétain, and there was no question of using Rougier as 
an intermediary with the Marshal. Even so, the summary of 
the notes given in the document enclosed in your letter is 
largely fictitious. The points in the first heading in that 
summary are substantially correct. The second heading has 
a basis of truth in that we were prepared to relax the 
blockade in return for various assurances (which Vichy 
never gave), but the rest is pure invention. 


3- On the basis of the foregoing you may with a 
clear conscience deny that the Prime Minister or any 
other authority of His Majesty's Government ever concluded 
a secret agreement with Petain. 


Myours e00y, 
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(2 4623/4623/G) 
HE 


Sir R.I. Campbell 
No. 3 D. 2.2 a.m. Sth July, 


uly, 1944. R. 11.45 a.m. Sth July, 


Pollowing personal for Lord Halifax. 


Following letter for you has been received from Mr. 
Trohan, Washington correspondent of Chicago Tribune. 


"There has come into possession of the Tribune a series 
of secret documents relating to an agreement concluded by 
Prime Minister Churchill and Marshal Pétain in the fall of 
1940 regarding the conduct of French Colonies in the war. . 
Among documents are a number of letters written by yourself. 


Should you care to discuss the matter I will be happy 
to wait upon you”. 


2. $I have told Trohan that you are in London and that 
I am communicating to you his letter. 


o. What would you wish me to say to him? As 1 have 
no knowledge of the subject matter of his letter I cannot 
usefully advise. 


fCopies sent to Lord Halifax/. 


jee 


(2 4623/4623/G) 


- Qevpuee7 


‘ [CE Lv 


D. 12.00 p.m. July 16th, 1944. 


ANT. 
Following personal from Lord Halifax. 


Your telegram No. 3612 fof 4th July: "Chicago Tribune's” 
possession of documents of autumn 1940 regarding ¢Gonduct 
of French colonies/. 


It seems probable that these documents were conmunicated 
by Rougier. You will remember my correspondence with him 
in December, 1942, and January 1945, of which Chancery has 
copies. 


2. I think that it will be sufficient if you will 
thank Mr. Trohan for his message but say that I naturally 
cannot form any opinion until I have seen the documents. 
You might add that I have no knowledge of any agreement of 
the nature alleged. 
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Copy. | 
(2 4623/4623/0) 


Throughout the second half of 1940 we were in touch 
with the Vichy Government via Madrid. A number of communica- 
tions were exchanged between His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Madrid and the Vichy Ambassador and these are clearly the 
documents of which the Chicago Tribune has obtained copies. 
The paper doubtless got the documents from some menber of 
the former Vichy Embassy at Washington which would naturally 
have been kept informed of the exchanges by its Government. 


2- The object of the exehanges was on our side to 
obtain assurances from Vichy that they would not offer 
the French fleet to the Germans, allow the Germans to 
establish themselves in the African territories under their 
control or themselves atteck the Free French colonies. 
Provided that preliminary assurances were given on these 
points we were prepared to enter into detailed discussions 
with Vichy representatives at Madrid for a modus vivendi 
whereby in exchange for binding undertakings on the points 
im qaeation, limited trade would be allowed between 
Metropolitan France and French African territories under 
Vichy control. In the event, however, the discussions 
led to nothing largely because Vichy insisted that we 
should undertake to make no further ettacks on their 
territory or ships and to give up our support of de Gaulle 
or at least not to help him to conquer further French 
territory. (There was never any real chance of the discussions 
succeeding for it became increasingly clear that Vichy was 
too much under German influence to be able to give any 
satisfactory assurances or to carry them out if given). 


3. The discussions arose out of the unofficial agreement 
made with Vichy after the withdrawal of the French Embassy 
that contect should be maintained by the appointment of 
semi-official diplomatic agents at London and Vichy. Vichy 
(doubtless under German pressure) made various difficulties 
about receiving a British agent and suggested as an 
alternative that contact should be maintained between the 
two Embassies at id (papers 7, 8 and 10 in the attached 
Print Seetion AJ# This suggestion was followed on the 5rd 
September by a fobs communication from M. Beudouin 
(the then Vichy F gn Minister) to Lord Halifax (then 
Foreign Secretary) to the effect that in our own interests 
we should give no support to further de Gaullist movements 
in French ica since the dissidents were really 

Lege us (paper No.6 in the attached Print Section B). 
Majesty's Government agreed to discussions at Madrid 
San MaGh Malifen Tanlied.te Mc Resdamia “ith 4 oe cal 
itatement of our determination to stand by @e Gaulle (papers 
me This statement was nes more formally 
in reply to 8 Piaget | a Me | 


wry 


a3 e atgouin, 
for the bi sds 


of Me itan France with raw materials from her colonies 

(paper 16). His Majesty's Government replied to this on the 

3rd October indicating their readiness to negotiate a modus 
subjeet to the receipt of satisfactory assurances on 

the points mentioned in paragraph 2 (paper 17). The next 

French note dated the lith October (paper 21), was elusive 

about the assguranees and Sir Samuel Hoare was instructed to 

give the French Ambassador a further verbal explanation of our 

attitude whieh included a threat of reprisals against targets 

in unoccupied France and even Vichy itself in the event of an 

attack on British territory, harbours or ships of war (paper 23). 

By this time reports of increasing Vichy collaboration with the 

Germans made us believe that the danger of the Germans establishing 

bases in North Africa and securing the use of the French fleet was 

imminent. A personal message from The King to Pétain (paper 2) 

produced s« very Seel and unsatisfactory reply (paper 27). A further 

verbal message from His Majesty's Government was tonveyed to the 

Vichy Government vie Madrid on the ist November pressing them 

to stop procrastinating and to make their position clear (paper 26). 

A written reply from Vichy was delivered to Sir Samuel Hoare on 

the llth November (paper 39); it repeated that Vichy would never 

take the initiative in attacking Great Britain, protested again 

against the help we were giving to de Gaulle, maintained thai the 

Goverrmment’s independence had not been compromised by their 

negotiations with Germany but still avoided the assurances fo 

which we were asking. Sir Samel Hoare was instructed on the 

23rd November (paper 42) to recapitulate our attitude to the 

Vichy Ambassador and to let him know that, even though the 

required assurances had not been given, we were prepared to begin 

economic discussions with a view to same resumption of trade betwee 

French North Africa and ports in unoccupied France. No answer was 

ever given by Vichy to this communication and no negotiations 

took place in Madrid. Subsequent @xchanges took place through the 

intermediary of the United States Government on a tripartite basis 

and did of course result in various agreements for the passage of 

supplies to unoccupied France from the Vichy colonies. 


(Sgd) R.Le Speaight. 
6th July. 1944. 


a 


Copy 


(Z 4623/4623/a) 


In December 1942 Monsieur Rougier, who had by then 
shown himself to be tho mischievous, fanatically 
anti-de Gaulle and increas anti-British as well, 
wrote to Lord Halifax informing him that he intended to 
publish the details of the negotiations which he conducted 
with Vichy on our behalf in 1940. With the Secretary of States 
approval Lord Halifax replied that it would be most improper 
for him to do this without the consent of His Majesty's 
Government which could not be given. The correspondence 
continued until January 1943, Monsieur Rougier’s letters 
becoming increasingly wild and offensive. Monsieur Rougier 
maintained - although Lord Halifax tried to disillusion 
him on the point - that His Majesty's Government had 
concluded a secret agreement with Vichy through his 
intermediary in the autumn of 190. In a lester of Jame ry 
18th he quoted as proof of his contention three documents:- 


(1) The record of his talks with the Prime Minister 
and others in London in October 1940 prepared by himself 
and corrected by the Prime Minister personally. 


(2) An autograph letter of November 5th 1940 from 
the Prime Minister to General Weygand. 


(3) A telegram of November 21st 1940 sent by the 
Foreign Office to a Count van den Heuvel, allegedly His 
Majesty's Consul-General at. Geneva containing a messaze for 
Monsieur kougier. This message was said to refer to certain 
assurances given to Monsieur Rougier by the Vichy Government 
as constituting “a provisional arrangement”. 


Honsieur kougier first came to our knowledge in 
October 1940 when he a gto at Lisbon apparently on an 
unofficial mission to His Majesty's Government from Pétain. 
He was brought to London and saw the Prime Minister and 
Lord Halifax. I cannot trace his own record of the 

versations but a note on them by Mr. Strang is attached 
annex A). It was arranged that he should go to North 
Africa to see General Weygand. On the basis of his talks 
here he drew up a series of notes for his talk with Weygand 
which he showed us and which we corrected ® (2) 2 
These notes (annex B) may be the document (1) menti: 
above: in eopy the additions in Eng are par 
Lord Halifax's hand and partly in Sir William Strep 
as there is no record to show that the Prim 
had anything to do with correcting the notes. 


There is no record of any personal Laliberte the 
Prime Minister, te ke ict at any date | in 9 


- 


in f about the limitations of 
i Monsieur Rougier was 
given no mei of eny kind for Pétain and no mandate to 
negotiate with him on our behalf. Indeed, when he left 
London I do not think that we even knew that he intended 
to return to Vichy at all. 
The eged telegram to “Count van den Heuvel” is a 
fake. No one of that name was ever British Consul General 
at Geneva, and the Foreign Office sent no message to Monsieur 
—— via Geneva or any other channel while was in 
Pance,. 


(Signed) RL. Speaight. 
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(C 11442/a) 


7 
PA 


The Prime Minister and the Secretary of State 
received M. Rougier this evening. 


The Secretary of State tells me that what Miia 
might be outlined as follows: 


The Prime Minister emphasised our determination to. 
win, and @nlarged upon the extent to which assistance 
would be forthcoming from the United States. He showed 
him the account which the President had sent to the Prime 
Minister of the warning which he had administered to 
Vichy. The Prime Minister also informed M. Rougier of 
the communications we had ourselves sent to Vichy and 
emphasised that if the Vichy Government were to 
participate in the German war effort against us, we 
should undoubtedly attack the seat of the French Government 
from the air. He urged the desirability of establishing 
a Government - perhaps even a separate Government - in 
North Africa and taking action against the Italians who 
were liable to crack. WM. Rougier asked what help we should 
be able to afford if this were done, and the Prime 
Minister pointed to the large reinforcements we had already 
sent and were now sending to the Middle East. This was the 
measure of our power to act in the Mediterranean. 


One thing which was important to do was to get rid 
of M. Laval. (M. Rougier himself made this point very 
strongly). If the French would resist German threats and 
blandishments and would organise a sphere of resistance 
in North Africa, we should certainly consider relaxing 
the blockade in their favour. In order to prepare the way 
for this development, it was suggested that a high French 
staff officer might be deputed to meet some of our own se 
military authorities, possibly at Gibraltar. Ways and means 
of arranging this secretly were discussed. 


Me Rougier said he would return to Vichy es soon as 
possible. Meantime, a message from him to the Vichy . 
Government would be sent through Sir S$. Hoare at Wad a, 
urging them to take no irrevocable decision pending 
return. 


(Intla, ) w.S. 
25th October, 1940. 
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Aiemo randum by Monsieur | Rougier. 7 


ENTRETIEN AVEC WEYGAND 
Point de vue de l'Angleterre 


Decision du peuple et du gouvernement Britanniques 
Ze mener la guerre jusqu'a 1'effondrement de 
L_Hitieri sme 


Fausses idées que l'on se fait sur les effets des 
bombardements de Londres - Le peuple est stoique, Sttate méme 
et accepte le risque des bombardements - La vie quo enne 
poursuit son cours - Nécessité d’abandonner l'idée qu'une 
fatigue collective puisse imposer au gouvernement de signer 
un paix de compromis. Le peuple le plus pacifique du 
monde accepte de se transformer en wné énorme machine de 
guerre. Réle significatif des femmes dans cette mobilisation 
de toute la nation (divers services auxiliaires). 


B. Capacité du gouvernement britannique de 
poursuivre la guerre 


Ae Appui financier total des Xtats-Unis 


2. Accroissement de l'appareil militaire: Bombardiers 
avec un rayon d'action bermettant de bombarder toutes les 
villes d'Italie en partant de 1' Egypte. Maitrise de l'air. 
fin 1941/7. 


C. Durée probable de la guerre suivant l'attitude de 
1 re trancais« 


= Avec une révolte de l'Afrique du Nord permettant 
a’ établir des bases en Tunisie: 1 an 


2. Sans bases en Tunisie, mais avec la possibilité 
d'arréter la pénétration allemande en direction du Canal de 
Suez et de l'Irak: 2 ou 3 ans. 


3. Avec perte de la Mediterranée et de l'Egypte: 
10 ans. 


L' attitude de 1'Empire rrangsis peut donc décider de la 
durée de la guerre et par suite du sort matérial et moral 
des populations de l‘Europe. Une responsabilité énorme pese 
donc sur les épaules des chefs responsables de 1'Empire. 


Bs Décision de inde Bretagne & l'égard de 


& France 


e) ea rébablir dans son étendue et sa souvernainté si 
elle ne fait rien pour sider la victoire des Totalitaires 
et, a fortiori si elle contribue & la victoire britannique. 


as 
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f General Weygand will raise the standard in North 
frica, he can count on the renewal of the whole-hegrted 
collaboration of the governments and peoples of the 
British Empire, and 4 share of the aasistance afforded by 
the United States/. 


b) Au cas ot le gouvernement francais céderait des 
bases aeriennes et navales aux Totalitaires, la Grande 
Britagne ne repondrait plus du sort futur de la France et 
de son empire. 


In such case, Great Britain would do emgthing in 
her power to strike at a Government that had been guilty of 
so base a betrayal/. 


E. , blacus au cas ot 1a France suit 
activement aiderait 1a victoire 


II, Point de vue de la France 


A. Point de vue légal 


Le gouvernement de Pétain a pris l'engagement solennel 
(a) de sauvegarder l'unité et l'integrité de l'empire: (b 
de faire une paix dans l‘honneur qui exclut la cession de 
la flotte et des bases: beslécdbtontes, (urs xehuprdie au 
chantage d'Hitler qui détient des gages terribles (2.300,000 
prisonniers, 2/3 de la France) il ne peut tenir ses engagements 
envers ’a nation. 


Les chefe de l'empire, par contre, qui ne sont pas 
battus ont le devoir de faire respecter les engagements et 
la consigne da‘honneur du Maréchal en soulevant 1 ‘Empire. 


Ils interprétent ainsi la veritable volunté de la nation. 


B. Point de vue religieux 


Accepter la paix allemande, c'est accepter le triomphe 
d'idéologies dénoncées come antichrétiennes par le Saint- 
Siege. 


C. Point de vue more) 


Accepter la paix allemande, alors que de petits peuples 
Comme ia Hollande, la Belgique, la Norvége, la Gréce ne 
pas, c'est déshonorer le peuple frangais devant 
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C'est du reste courir & 
la fin la victoire appar¢iendra sux p 


cup 
la mer et qui combattent pour un idéal conscieusement 
accepté. C'est courir & une révolution intérieure terrible, 
car un jour ou l‘autre le peuple de France demandra des canptes 
& son gouvernement et & son armée. 


C'est la seule fagon de sauver le prestige de 1'armée 
et de la tradition fmen¢gaise et son prestige & lui, Weygand. 


Iit. 


A. Nécessité d'envoyer un officier & Gibraltar ou 
h Lond 


B. Secours immédiat de pétrole, produits alimentaires, 
munitions de guerre, etc. : 


Iv. Le du Général de Gaulle 


e shall Son acceptation de rentrer sous l'obédience de Weygand 
do our best au cas oh Weygand souleverait l'empire. 
in this sense: 
but we cannot 
speak definitely 
for General de 
Gaulle. 7 
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(Translation) 


My. Prime Mini ster, 

Dear Lord Halifax, Lisbon, December 5, 190. 
I have brought back from Vichy three assurances from 

Marshal Péteain which he asked me to communicate to you:- 


(4) France will not sign a separate peace with the 
Axis before the end of hostilities between England 
and Germany. 


(11) France will not surrender air or naval bases a her 
fleet to the Axis Powers and will resist in North 
Africa by force of arms any attempt on the part of 
the Spanierds, Germans or Italians to take possession 
of her colonics. 


(414) France accepts as a until the end of 
hostilities the su on rench <quatorial 
Africa to de Gaulle, it be understood that 
French Equatorial Africa will be returned to her 
at the end of hostilities and that no fresh operation 
will be directed against French West Africa, 
Moroceo or North Africa. 


Thies third condition was the most difficult to secure, 
Darlan end Laval wishing to send the fleet to recapture 
Libreville. This result is due in large part to my personal 
intervention. 


I think I have thus attained my first objective: to 
prevent the irreparable between England and France. I think 
I neve thus spared Great Britain the loss of a great number 
of human lives and of millions of pounds sterling. I think 
I have spared France a new catastrophe in which herhonour 


through Sir Noel Charles a series of 
British 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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(Z 2766/255/G) 


D. 1.20 p.m, 5th March, 1945, 
Sth March, 1945, 


Repeated to Paris No, 450. 


53 53 
TUMEDIATE. 
PERSONAL. 


Your telegram 1544 [of Fe 
Sai” with pepetaind. 


= yer own information I am 
of -.. oar statement in =o 


but “yioy, mentioning his name. 
would see no objection to pa 
telegraph the text to you rst. 


2. ajesty's Go 
that His Ma 
ema Bi 8 
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er: 


OMAR 4s 
Alleged Pact with Pétain. 


The attached memorandum has been prepared by Mr. 
Speaight for the information of the Prime Minister on . 
the story of the alleged Pétain pact. If the Secretary 
of State agrees, it could be sent ove#® to No. 10 as the 
Prime Minister has asked for information. 


The story has been exploited in the American and 
British press and the News Department report that they 
are experiencing considerable pressure for more information 
The story will certainly be revived in connexion with the 
FPlandin trial and it is suggested that it could best 
be laid to rest by a Parliamentary Question. It ig in 
any case not impossible that a Parliamentary Question 
may be asked as it is. The Secretary of State might 
therefore like to suggest to the Prime Minister that the 
matter should be cleared up once and for all in this 
waye 


As regards Lord Halifax who has asked for early 
views (see Z 2801 and 2817), it suggested that we 
should send him the attached selegrems since he was 
Foreign Secretary at the time, indicating the line whibh 
he should take in answer to enquiries. 


Mr. Duff Cooper is also anxious for guidance (see . 
Z 2766) and it is proposed to send him a full documentation 


of the correspondence for his own information and | 
authorise him to take the same line in answer to enquiries 


as Lord Halifax. 
eee 


2nd March, 1945. (Yoram 
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P.M. /45/85. 
I enclose the note for which you asked on the 
alleged agreement with Pétain in 1940. 
2. This story has appeared in the American and 


Freach press, as well as the “Daily Express" and Halifax 
and Duff Cooper have both asked for guidance. I have 
authorized them to tell enquirers that His Majesty's 
Government maintained certain indirect contacts with 


Vichy during 1940 in the hope of strengthening their 
resistance to German demands, but that these contacts 
Gever resulted in even the first basis for an agreement. 
I am also seeing that they are fully documented on the 
fact. 

o- We shall probably hear more of this story and 
5 Api int: ek: oth: NE Anoetag etin enmeienealllll 
be by a brief statement in Parliament of what really 
happened. en ets Pe pee tr he tee 
Gone through a Parlienentery Question, — 
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Rougier turned up at Lisbon in October, 
It was arranged that he should 
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ier's letters became increasingly wild and 


offensive. . In spite of Lord Helifax's efforts 
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to disillusion him he maintained that H.M. 


Government had concluded a secret agreement 
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‘with Vichy through his intermediary in 1940 
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and chose to regard-our denial of this fact as 
proof of double dealing on our part. 

4. Rougier based his contention about the 
secret agreement on three alleged documents: 
1) a record of his interview with the Prime 


Minister prepared by himself and corrected by 


TO BE WRITTEN 


». Mr. Churchill persona 


2) en autograph letter of November 5th, 1940, 
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from the Prime Minister to Weygana, 
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‘6 The story has now cropped up again in 


1 adit where Mi Flandin is said:to have made ii 


ef it 4n the course of his examination. H. M. 


Chargé d'Affaires reported the matter in his 
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telegram No. 98 Saving (eopy-ettecked). He 
has also sent us an extract from a document 
in the possession of M. Flendin‘s brother 
COnwmn tye & 

» Which is apparently the basis. of 
WM. Plandin's remarks. We are not. told the 
suthor of this document but it clearly derives 
from Rougier. The first two sections of. the 


"agreement" which it purports to summarise 


follow the lines of Rougier's notes for his 


talk with Weygand, but the remainder is sheer 


4 


+ 


ie 


ee ham 

: gt eg 

2 Pye «3 
‘ er, 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


fi 
2 


~ 


- 


NOTHING TO BE WRI 


- 


a, 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


: 
> 
Li 
a 
O 
L- 
© 
z 
1. 
- 
O 
Zz 


aan Witr teh. No. 134% 
Qnuneses 5 2 e ). “The 
a. cca 

Hat Me is & cep 


: 
> 


=~ 


| : 
~ ts ‘% 

. ~~ 
— 


=} 
“ Sia 
.- 3 
ey si 
9 ia etd 2 
+ oe - 500 


Thies story almost certainly originates with « Frenehmen 
named Rougier, whom Pétein used as a go-between with us in 
1940, and who also made contact with Weygand on our behalf. 

2. Rougier turned up et Lisbon in October, 1940, 
alleging that he hed an unofficial mission to His Majesty's 
Government from Pétein. He was brought to London where he 
sav the Prime Minister and Lord Halifax. It was arranged 
that he should go to North Africa to see Weygand, On the 
Dbasie of his talks here he drew up a series of notes for use 
with Weyzaeanad which he showed ug end which we corrected in 
pleees. A summary of the notes was telegraphed to Madrid in 
our telegram No.972 of the lst November (Annex 1). After 
seeing Weygend, Rougier proceeded to Vichy and had 
conversations with Pétein, of which he sent us a report, 
(see W.P+(40)486 of the 19th December, 1940) but he was 
never given eny messege from us to Pétain end hed no mandate 
to negotiate with Pétein on our behalf, 


3. After seeing Pétain, Rougler went direct to the 
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became inereasingly wild and offensive. In spite of Leré 


flalifex's efforte to disillusion him he mainteined that 
His Mejesty’s Government had concluded a secret agreement 
with Vichy through his intermediary in 1940 and cheese to 
regard our denial of this fact as proof of double dealing 
on our pert. 
Rougier beeed his contention about the seeret 

agreement on three alleged documents: 

aoPecord of hie interview with the Prime Minister 

prepereé by himself and corrected by Mr. Churehili 

personally, 

an autograph letter of the 5th November, 1940, from 

the Prime Minister to ‘eygend, 


e telegrem of the 2lst November, 19)0, from the 


Poreign Office to a Count wan den Heuvel, alleged 


. 


Hie Majesty's Consul-General in Geneve, contain 

a meseage for himself in which we were supposed 

have accepted certain assurances given him by Vi 

es constituting ‘s provisional errangement”. 
Enquiries in the Foreign Office esteblished the following 
facte about these ocuments". As regards (1), the only 
known record of the interview with the Prime Minister was 
made ty Sir Williem Strang from information given to him 
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‘personally to Weygand at that time, although he 414 sené him 
@ letter in January, 1941, through eae different channel. As 


regards (3), no such telegram was ever sent and Count van 
den Heuvel was unknown here. | 

5. In July, 1944, the "Chicago Tribune" informed His 
Majesty's Exbassy at Washington that they had obtained 
possession of secret documents relating to an agreement 
between the Prime Minister end Pétain in 1940, and suggested 
thet Lord Halifax might like to discuss the documents with 
them There was very strong circumstantial evidence that 
the “documents” in question were those mentioned above ani 


that the paper had obtained them from Rougier. Lord Helifax, 


who was in London at the time, was consulted. It was agreed 
that little harm would be done if the “Chicago Tribune” 
decided to publish the "documents", and on our advice Lom 
Halifax telegraphed to the Eubasay instructing them to tell 
the paper that he could not form any opinion until he haé 
seen the documents but that he had no knowledge of my 


. 


agreement of the nature alleged. Nothing more was heard of 
the matter and it is presumed thet the paper let it drop. 
Copies of the telegrems from end to Washington were sent 
to Sir Desmond Morton st the time, with a short account 
the background (Mr. Mack's letter Z 4623/)623/@ of the 
i9th July, 1944). 

6. The story has now cropped up ag#in in Paris, 
where M. Flandin ie saié@ to have made use of it in the 
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wut 4% clearly derives from Rougier. The first two seetions 
of the “agreement” which it purports to summarise follow 
the lines of Rougier’s notes for hie talk with Weygané. The 
renainder is sheer invention, but 1% is probable that the 
inventor had knowledge of our abortive exchanges with Vichy 
vie the British and French Enmbessies in Madrid during the 
second half of 1940, when we were seeking assurances fram 
Viehy that they would not offer their fleet to the Germans, 
allow the Germans into Freneh Africa or themselves attack 
the Free Frenéh colonies and were prepared in return to 
aliow certain relaxations of the blockade. The assurences 
were never given end the exchanges ceme to nothing. There 
Was never any qestion of us undertaking to refrain fran 
attecks on Pétein or action ageinst the Vichy colonies. 

It is relevant that our last canmunication to Vichy through 
this Channel, Which memes unenewered, was made a few 

weeke before M. Flandin's sppointment as Foreign Minister 
in December 1940. The deduction is thet M. Fland@in, far 
from having sought an agreement with us, was himself 


Pesponsible for breaking off the negotiations. 


7e The same story has now eppeared in the "Hew York Times” - 
see Washington telegrams Nog, 1343 end 1344 (annexes 5 and 6). 


The summary of the "agreement" in telegram No.1343 corre 


with that given in the Plendin document except that it 


one an edditional (and ec ally fictitious) Vichy 
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Cypher telegram to Sir 8. Hoare, (madrid). 
Foreign Office lst November, 1940.. 4,4 p.m. 

No, 972. v4 


SEORET. 


My_telegram-No. 958 fof October SOth: Professor 
Rougier/. 


While here Rougier prepared notes for the talk he hopes 
to have with Weygand. He showed us these notes and we 
suggested certain amendments which he accepted. Full text 
follows by next air bag. 


2. Following is summary of the main points concerning 
this country:- 


(a) British morale is splendid. Idea that the people, 
demoralised by bomping, will inal et on a compromise peace 
is entirely mistaken. 


(>) We have the financial means (thanks to the United 
States) and the armaments to enable us to continue the war, 
We should have control of the air in 1941. 


(c) With bases in Tunisia we could win the war in ene 
year: without them but with power to hold the Suez Canal 
and Iraq, in two or three years: with the Mediterranean 
and Egypt lost, in ten years. (These are Rougier's own 
eatimates, not ours). (These are Rougier's own estimat 
not ours). Length of war thus depends on the attitude o 
the French Empire whose leaders bear a heavy rewponeibtittay 


(4) We shall restore the French Empire if France 
does not help our enemies; if he rejoins us Weygand can 
count on an wholehearted collaboration and a share in 
United States assistance, We shall not answer for the 
of France and her Empire if naval or air bases are sur 
and shall attack the Government Pogggpeivie for their 
surrender. 
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(e) Active or passive assistance from France would ~ 
mean some relaxation in the blockade. 


S. Notes then go on, to sketch out lines of appeal 
to Weygand, to consider mechanism of contact between him 
A and ourselves and to hint at possim that de Gaulle 

% might subordinate himself to 
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(Z 2766/255/0) 


Extract from a Confidential document: “Le Gouvernement 
de Pétain étant le Gouvernement. de la trahison..” 


Les 24 et 26 octobre 1940, un envoyé du Maréchal 
Pétain était requ & Londres par M. Winston Churchill. Il 
était porteur d'‘assurances, de propositions et de demandes 
du Gouvernement frangais. Apres une confrontation des 
points de vue britannique et francais, les résultats acquis 
furent consignés dans un texte dactylographié, rédigé dans 
le cabinet de M. Strang du Foreign Office, en date du 18 
octobre 1940, texte qui fut soumis aux corrections et & 

l‘' approbation du Premier Ministre. Le Maréchal Pétain reget 
communication du texte des projets d’accord, accomp 

mémoire, le 10 novembre 1940. Ils furent vetitian’ le “i 
novembre par lui, selon une procécure qui avait été convenue 
d'avance, et par l'intérmédiaire de notre poste diplomatique 
de Madrid. Ils furent confirmés, apres la ratification du 
Maréchal Pétain, par un télégramme du Foreign Office en date 
du 21 novembre, sous couvert du Consulat Général de Grande- 
Britagne & Geneve. 


Je fais observer que toutes ses dates sont postérieures 
a Montoire. 


Et voici, maintenant, le contenu de ces accords:- 


Engagement de la Grande Bretagne & 1'Egard de la France 


a) La Grande Bretagne rétablira dans son intégrité 
et sa souverg@ineté la France, si elle ne fait rien pour 
aider la victoire des totalitaires, et, & fortiori, si elle 
contribue & la victoire britannique. 


b) Au cas mi le Gouvernement francais cbderait des 
bases aégriennes et navales aux totalitaires, la Grande- 
Bretagne ne répondrait plus du sort futur de la France et 
de son Empire. 


Attenuation oc 


1) Le Gouvernement britanniques assimilera & du 
cabotage qui ne tombe pas sous le blocus - le transport des 
denrées coloniales de Dakar, de Casablanca et des parts 
nord-africeins aux ports de Provence. 


2) Le Gouvernement anglais enverre & Madrid un expert 
économique qui s'endendra avec un expert économiqué ea a 
au snot er ‘Seq taels avec la magus. 
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Coe 


les colonies francgaises demeurées fidéles au Gouvernement 
de Vichy. : aus 


2) Toute agression anglaise contre les colonies 
francaises sera repoussée par les armes pour éviter la 
défense conjointe par l1‘Axe desdites colonies, ce qui 


équivaudrait & céder & 1'Axe les colonies francat@es et 
leurs bases. 


Accord sur 1a Radio 


Le radio britannique s'abstiendra de toute critique 


l'égard de la personne du Chef de l'‘Etat francais, le 
Maréchal Pétain. 


Engagements de la France Concernant les Colonies et les Bases 


1) Le Gouvernement francais s'engage & ne pas chercher 
& reprendre par la forces les colonies passées & de Gaulle, 


2) Le Gouvernement frangais s'‘engage & ne céder & 
1’Axe ni les ports de Provence, ni les bases de l'Afrique du 
Nord, du Maroc et de l'Afrique Occidentale. 


5) pe Gouvernement Francais remettra l‘Empire dans 
la guerre le jour ob les Anglais et leurs alliés éventuels 
auront fait la preuve de leur force, seront & m@me de 
débarquer en nombre et d’équiper les troupes coloniales 


francaises,/- 
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.cCrms of allegec 4 
prime Minister and Petain 
| Gives terms of alleged secret agreement 
between the Prime Minister and Petain in November 
1940 published in the New York Times of 27th 
February emerging from a secret preliminary heari 
of the case against Flandin, Mr. Harold Callender 
states that Flandin will use this as a defence of 


his policy during his trial for collaboration. 
Repeated Paris 41. 
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Earl of Halifax eu : 
No, 1343 | D.~ 10.35 pom. 286th February, 1945 
26th February, 1945 Re 6.40 a.m. 1st March, 1945 


Repeated to Paris telegram No. 41 


Eeggeg 


DMEDIATE 


In an article published in the New York Times of 
February 27th with a Paris dateline of February 26th 
Harold Callender states that it emerged from a secret 
preliminary hearing in Paris of the case against Flandin that 
he will probably plead if he is tried that when he accepted 
his post in the Vichy Cabinet Pétain had just made a‘ secret 
agreement with Britain that indicated that he intended to 
— France back into the war on the Allies’ side. 


2, The agreement is said to have been studied by Pétain 
and then sent to Londen by a special emissary on August 26th 1940 
where it was examined by Sir William Strang and approved by the 
Prime Minister. The agreement was returned to E tain on 
November 10th 1910, who ratified it through the French Enbassy in 
Madrid while the British ratified it on November 21st 1920 
through their Consulate in Geneva. 


3. The agrément was said to be in five parts 


(1) Britain agreed to restore France in her entirety if 
she did nothing to aid the Axis but if she ceded air or 
naval bases to the Axis Britain would be released from 
this engagement. 


(2) Britain would consider shipments from Dakar and 
Casablanca to France to be coastwide trade and exempt 
from the blockade. 


(3) Britain would cease taking any — against 
‘French colonies by force or propaganda, 


(4) The Vichy Government would not use force nst 
the colonies adhering to General Charles de Gaulle and 
would throw the French al Forces into the war on 
the Allies’ side if and when the Allies rt that 
they could land in the prench colonies and equip the 


Vichy régime apy scuttle the French fleet 
lasting 1¢ fall into the hans of the the Germans or 


ee 
- . 


4. Callender says that officials of the present French 

Government. when asked about this agreement said that the British 
arts of it were a matter of official record in the French 
ee gn Office they declined however to say whether the Vichy 

gime had undertaken the engagements that were to be the . 
ipertarearta of the British engagements. They confirmed that 
negotiations of this Kind between ay 8 and’ London had taken 
place through Madrid. 


5. Callender says that Flandin‘’s purpose in citing the 
alleged agreement is to show that he had good reason to believe 
that the Pétain Cabinet was double-crossing the Germans and that 
therefore his acceptance of a Cabinet post was not against the 
interest of France, The agreement was said to have been 
concluded without the knowledge of Laval. 


6. # Callender draws the moral that in the amtumn of 1920 
. Britain was therefore following the same policy as Washington 


towards Vichy, the policy for which Washington has so often been 
condemned, 
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: ‘9. 20 a.m 1st March, 1945 
Repeated to Paris telegram No. 42 


PPP 


IMMEDIATE 


Secret | 
My immediately preceding telegran. 


Flandin evidently referred to exchanges made % \Hers 

through intermediary of Rougier. is Vt eg 
2. You will remember that Rougier and Chicago ~ 

Tribune have both threatened in the past to publ certain 

documents connected with this affair, includ correspondence 

with the Embassy. See Mack’s letter No. /3%623/G to 

Morton of July 19th 1944 and pressene correspondence. 

For this reason and because of general interest on the 

subject we here are likely to be questioned by the press 

and others about Callender'’s story. We shall try to 

avoid any comment, but may be pressed, 


3. I shall be grateful for your very early views 
as to the line we should take with enquirers. 


0. Toke 


. —_— , st Se - stated ° . : as > 
oY ee ee Wek 3% ron 7 ” hp © ei phate . 
; are. , 5 Ee TS 
7 - 4 s + 
> 
Z 


4945 


eRANCE 


a - . a on ————— , a Se ent a —— 2 , 
urphy's suppo ne French collaborators 
a rigand and Lemaigre,in North Africa. sae 
| pe A 2883/255/17 encloses copy of an cle by Peter Stevens 
a called “Murphy Will Out" extracted from “The Nation" 
of 27th January. States that the writer was 

Britten ie Wright, apparently in North Africa throughout the Darlan- 
ston to Mr. Giraud period, and addsthat Kenneth Pendar, 
bey A . mentioned in the article as having sheltered Rigaud 
Sate oret 119/-/45. in Marrakesh, is now Washington and is still anti-de 
Dated 59n4 Feb. 51945. Gaulle, The article deals with Murphy's support of 
Received | 2nd March, | tWo colleborators,Rigaud and Lemaigre-Dubreuil, 
in Registry | 1945. and gives an account of their activities. 
Copied Mr. Holman, Paris. 
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WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
' February 22nd, 1945. 


Moy Dane Sprociht, 


You will be interested to read the 
enclosed article “Murphy Will Out® published in 
"The Nation" of January 27th by an American journal- 
ist who was apparently in North Africa through the 
Darlan-Girawd period. : 


The Kenneth Pender mentioned as having 
sheltered Rigaud at Marrakech has been in Washington 
for some time, He, for his part, has lost none of 
his hatred and fear of de Gaulle and all his works. 


I am sending a copy of this letter and 
ite enclosure to Adrian Holman in Paris. 


ie 


Richard L. ‘Speaight, Esqe, 
Foreign Office, 
: London, S.W.1- 


nim 8 


EXTRACT FROM “THE WATION® OF JANUARY 27th. 


By Peter Stevens. 


ON JANUAHY S, the New York Herald Tribune published a U.P. dispatch from 
Paris reporting the arrest there of Jacques Lemnigre-Dubreuil and Jean 

Rigaud on charges of “endangering the security of the state". Every American 
who was in North Africa knows that when these two mem are placed on trial 
before the French High Court, there will loom behind them the absent figure 
of Robert Murphy, formerly the President's personal representative in Algiers. 
For it was Murphy, who was the architect of the reactionary American policies 
which we sought to impose on the French after our landings in November, 1942; 
Lemaigre-Dubreuil and Rigaud were his eager collaberators. 


Newspaper reports are often like icebergs; only a fraction of the real 
story shows above the surface. I propose to take up this U.P. dispatch para- 
graph by paragraph and indicate what lies in the murky depths below ... 


Murphy Will Out. 


Two leading supporters of Admiral Jean Frangois Darlan, 
Vichy High Commissioner in North Africa, who collaborated 
with the Allies after they landed there in 1942 and who 
later was assassinated, were arrested here today and charged 
with "endangering the security of the state*. 


The pro-democratic, American-organized fifth colum in French Africa 
had begged Murphy before the landings to drop his dealings with Darlan, 
Lemaigre, and Rigaud. Murphy refused because he was determined to defeat the 
Germans and still preserve the reactionary révolution nationale of Vichy, to 
which Darlan, Lemaigre, and Rigaud were openly devoted. All three men belonged 
to that wide circle of French fascists who wanted France to be on the winning 
side in the war, whichever that was, and to retain the Pétain corporate state. 
All three were members of the super-counter-revolutionary organization, 
secretly nourished since 1922 by the German General Staff, called the “Mouve- 
ment Gynarchique 4'Empire,* or M.SeEe. It was to this gang that Murphy in- 
stinctively turned, for to him the pro-democratic French were simply “that 
bunch of Jews and Communists". 


Jacques Lemaigre-Dubreuil, a prominent pre-war French 
industrialist and president of the influential ch 
Taxpayer's League, and Jean Rigaud, who served as Minister 
of the Interior under Darlan, were both bitterly anti- 

De Gaulle in North Africa. They were placed under armed 
surveillance but escaped and were reported since in Spain 
and Portugal. 


Lemaigre-Dubreuil, peanut-oil king, was also closely associated with the 
Banque Worms, chief German financial agent in the control of strategic French 


/industries. 


? 
industries and the agency through which Germany sent money to French Se 
anti-democratic fascist organizations. Both he and Rigaud were associa- 
ted with Laval in the sinister Banque Nationale pour le Commerce et 
L'Industrie (B.N.C.I.).Lemaigre founded the Taxpayer's League, whose 
chief function was to hire hoodlums to beat up French democrats and stage 
riots for political purposes. And he was the French chief of the food- 
stuffs section of the Armistice Commission in Wiesbaden, which stripped 
France of its food to feed the Germans. Rigaud was a high Cagoulard and 
is credited with organizing French participation in the murder of the 
Roselli brothers; the Cagoulards had them killed in France in 1938 as a 
favor to Ciano, the request having beem relayed to them by the G2 section 
(intelligence) of Marshal Badoglio'’s staff. 


It is true that Lemaigre and Rigaud were placed under what the French 
Gall résidence forcée after De Gaulle came to Africa. De Gaulle had request ed 
the right to arrest them and try them immediately, having evidence that 
both men had been in constant touch with the Vichy government since our 
landings. Murphy interceded for them with all the prestige of his position 
as the President's personal representative, and De Gaulle, threatened with 
the a of Lend-Lease, gave in, as he did also in the case of Flandin and — 
Nogués. 


They had actively supported the Allied landings in North 
Africa but subsequently made no secret of their hostility 
to the French Committee of National Liberation, which 
evolved into the present French government. 


The two men did in fact support our landings, and they arranged for the 
importation of General Giraud. It is reported, however, that they profited 
from their knowledge of the impending landings by buying African francs on 
the Lisbon Exchange. It is certain that four months after the landings they, 
together with General Noguss, were mixed up in the smuggling of the Bank of 
Morocco's gold to Lisbon. WNo one was punished for this crime until after 
De Gaulle was in power, and then only the poor puppet directors of the bank. 
Even after De Gaulle was established in Algiers, the French reactionaries 
were confident that Murphy would somehow keep him out of France, and that 
the junta of Nogués, Lemaigre and Rigaud would then be recalled from the 
Iberian Peninsula, where they were reported to be using the Bank of Morocco's 
gold for their conspiracy. 


If these men made no secret of their hostility to De Gaulle neither did 
their American friends and backers, especially the then Colonel, recently 
General, and now Assistant Secretary of State Julius Holmes, and his friendly 
mentor, Robert Murphy. In saying goodbye to an American returning home in 
the spring of 1943, Murphy said, "We are not worried about De Gaulle: we've 
got him lassoedt*® 


French authorities were unable to ascertain how they 
erossed the frontier and reached Paris. 


/The chances 


: Ss 
> \S3 
@ The chances are good that they crossed the border out of Spain into 
_ France with the same assistance they had when they fled from North Africa. 
I was informed by a French eye-witness that the two men had crossed from 


French to Spanish Morocco unchallenged, thanks to American transportation 


facilities and the fact that their laisser-passers were either of American 
origin or issued on American request. 


Lemaigre-Dubreuil was said to have been instrumental in 
arranging the eseape from France to North.Africa of General 
Henri Honoré Giraud. Always identified with the extreme 

right in French politics, he at one time was suspected of 
being in contact with the Count of Paris, pretender to the 
French throne, in Algiers, and of having kept in touch with 
Vichy after the Allied landings. However, he was sent with 
,Giraud's military mission to Washington and served as chief 
economic delegate and chief delegate for inter-Alliced affairs 
under Giraud. 


Lemaigre was instrumental in bringing Giraud to North Africa, although 
Giraud's departure was no “escape*® but a concerted effort by the men of 
Vichy, through their secret “synarchy", to provide for the continuation of 
the New Order in France whether the Germans won or the Allies --- another 
example of the Janus-faced collaboration by which the anti-democratic 
industrialists, generals, and bankers of France sought to insure their 


ewe Eaters and Rigaud were not merely suspected, in Algiers of being in 
touch with the pretender, the Count of Paris; they openly boasted of it and 
said they would make him Lord Protector of the Realm. In this they had the 
support, on the quict, of Murphy and his henchmen. 


It is interesting to note that while Lemaigre was in Washington in 
December, 1942, as Admiral Darlen's delegate, he came to New York seeking 
to open an American branch of Pierre Laval's Banque Nationale pour le 
Commerce et 1'*Industrie. 


Followers of General Charles de Gaulle have never hidden 
their distaste for Lemaigre-Dubreuil. At London, in 
February, 1943, De Geullists asserted that “his policy has 
always been directed toward the exclusion of democratic 
elements from French resistance forces wherever they be." 


To an American who was in North Africa this mst seem a most moderate 
understatement of Lemaigre-Dubreuil's (and Rigeaud's) policy. Every dis- 
couragea French democrat in Algeria and Morocco in 1942-435 also knew that in 
pursuing it both men &ad the unofficial but whole-hearted backing of Murphy. 
To suppress democracy had been the political objective of Lemaigre and Rigaud 
for twenty years. To this end they had tirelessly conspired with Petain and 
Weygand to kill the Third Republic, using such organizations as the M.S.E., 


/the Cagoulards, 


@ in Cagoulards, the Taxpayers' League, and the reactionary press. “Petain 


\S¢ 


shall Rule® was their motto before the war began, and their intention was 
openly published in their press. | 


It was these two men, as the real power behind General Giraud, who 
insisted on keeping the 15,000 political prisoners and refugees in concen- 
tration camps in North Africa, where they remained six months after we 
landed. Many of these internees had merely committed the crime of joining 
the Foreign Legion to fight for France in 1939 against the Germans or of 
resisting the Vichy-Axis regime in North Africa before the landings. 


Murphy informed the President at Casablanca in January, 1943, that there 
were no longer any political prisoners in North Africa, and the President 
was credulous enough to repeat it on the radio. That same week I personally 
counted more than 7,500 such prisoners, many of them French citizens, being 
used in the killing slave labor of building the Trans-Sahara Railway, which 
would have connected Lemaigre's Senegal holdings with North Africa. Most 
of these poor devils were intellectuals or middle-class Muropeans, unused 
to the fierce heat and hard labor; they received four cents a day, and 
died like flies. The brutality of these camps surpassed that of the German 
Dachau. | 


The persecution and disfranchisement of the Jews, the summary arrest and 
imprisonment of Geullists, and the imprisonment of Communist deputies con- 
tinued under Rigaud and Lemaigre with the protection of Murphy and his 
cover-all phrase “military necessity*. 


Lemaigre~-Dubreuil and Rigaud, who had been Giraud's Secretary 
of Political Affairs, both resigned their posts in March, 1945, 
as a part of the general house-cleaning of anti-democratic 
forces from the Giraud regime. Rigaud was identified as a 
former Cagoulard (hooded man, or pro~fascist), and in his North 
African post he held power over the civilian police, which he 
was said to have used to spy on De Gaullists. 


Both men resigned their posts, following the lead of General Bergeret, 
former Minister of Aviation at Vichy, who was also in Giraud's Cabinet. They 
resigned because on March 14, 1943, Giraud, under the pressure of American 
public opinion, which had begun to protest against the fascist smell of 
Murphy's North African version of Vichy, made a mildly pro-demooratic speech. 
(Most of the minor political reforms promised in this speech were postponed 
under the excuse of military necessity and were actually not enforced until 
De Gaulle arrived). But both men continued to be close to Murphy, going in 
and out of his great villa on the Rue Michelet and apparently serving as his 
advisers. 


/Rigaud, 


ISS: 

Rigaud, fascist and Cagoulard, had indeed controlled the police. He 
had done this by means of @ coup d'etat a week after the assassination of 
Admiral Darlan. In the middle of the night he ordered the arrest of Chiefs 
of Policy Achiary and Bringard and of a dozen other influential democrats 
who had aided our landing at Algiers and had in fact made it possible and 
nearly bloodless. Rigaud accused these men of complicity in the Darlen 
shooting and without a hearing hurried them off to a fort in the desert. 
Murphy went through the formality of a polite protest, but he and his office 
were unable to hide their thorough agreement with Rigaud's action. The men 


were Kept in prison long enough for Rigaud to complete the task of making 
the Algerian police force his tool. 


No longer fearing the police, Rigaud and Lemaigre were able to get on 
with their schemes for a super-Vichy regime under the Count of Paris. The 
S.0-L., Pétain's storm troopers, came out again and openly preached fascism 
end even defeatism. Murphy remained silent. 


Both men fled to Spanish Morocco in May, 1944, after they 
were placed under police surveillance in Algiers. They are 
believed to have reached Spain from there. If they had not 
fled, it was reported they would have been arrested "for 
plotting against the state". (End of U.P.dispatch). 


Here the UePedispatch has become vague; nothing is said of the whereabouts 
of Lemaigre and Rigaud between June, 1943, when De Gaulle came to North Africa, 
and May, 1944, when they are reported as “fleeing® to Spanish Morocco and 
Spain. 


When the new French government made moves to arrest these men in June,1943, 
it found them secretly protected by the Americans. Im the case of Rigaud, the 
evidence of his conspiracy with the Count of Paris and his constant maintenance 
of contacts with Vichy was so somplete that the Algiers government finally felt 
i% could move against him despite this protection. 


Rigaud fled from Algiers in an American airplane provided by Robert Murphy. 
He went to Casablanca. There he hid in the house of an American official and 
received secret messages from Murphy assuring him that his friends were all 
working for him in Algiers and that he should not worry. At this same time 
American officials answered an inquiry from M.Puaux, Resident(governor) of 
Morocco, by saying that they did not know Rigaud's whereabouts. Finally, 
through a compromise reached in Algiers by his "friends", Rigadd went into 


résidence forcée in Casablanca. For part of this time ne was: sheltered by 
Vice Con Kenneth Pendar in a house in Marrakech. 


Some time in June, 1943, General Nogues, the notorious pro-fascist ex- 
Resident of Morocco, fled, just ahead of arrest, to Spanish territory. He was 
followed the next month by Lemaigre~-Dubreuil and Rigaud, who crossed the 
border in a car lent Bo Murphy's organization by the Civil Affairs section of 
the United states army. 


/ The UePe 


6. 
ise, 
The U.P. dispatch reports Lemaigre and Rigaud fleeing from arrest 

in May, 1944, and does not mention their flight in July, 1943. I assume 
that they probably returned to French North Africa -- just as they recently 
arrived in Paris -~either clandestinely or with some American protection. 

A conspiracy of such long standing, so well financed, and for such high 
stakes does not die easily, as their daring trip to-Paris in the face of 
arrest proves. Both General Nogues and Lemaigre were repeatedly reported 
in Vichy during the fall and winter of 1945-44, when of course all France 
was occupied by the Germans. 


If plotting against French democracy, for the monarchy, for the Vichy 
type of totalitarianiam, and against the restoration of a republic constitu- 
tes “plotting against the state,” Lemaicre and Rigaud are guilty. Will they 
plead that all their actions in North Africa were taken with the full 
approval of the American authorities? Will they seek to call Robert Murphy 
as a witness for their defense? In any case, even if Murphy's name is never 
mentioned in court, Frenchmen will not forget the role he played in the 
plot to circumvent the restoration of the French Republic; and for them 
his policies and those of the American State Department will also be on 
trial. 


Indeed, on a wider scale, British and American policy in Greece, Belgiun, 
and Italy will, in the eyes of European democracy, be arraigned in that 
French court, for the tragic pattern for many subsequent mistakes was set 
in North Africa. The American press ought to report on this trial in com 
plete detail. 
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Combat of March ist prints Associated Press message from 
London stating that official Oo has been issued there of 
hat in 1940 


statement Soy ences in Paris Pétain concluded 
with Churchill secret agreement by which he bound 


2, Please telegraph text of any statement issued in | 
London and any other information which would be useful for 


our guidance, 
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Your telegram’No. 378 /of March 
Srd: alleged pact with Pétain/. 
Por guidance please see my télegram 


No. 2086 to Washington repeated to You 


fot March Sth7. Pull details follow 


by to-night’s bag. 

ze No statement has as yet been 
issued here. News Department have 
however told enquirers that there was 


never any secret agreement. 
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Your tele @. Ry [ef Mareh 3rd; 
alleged pact with P 


Fer guidance please see ny telegram Ne, 2086 


te Lee ated te yeu [ef March 5th]. 
shingten. ry ow by tonight's bag. 


2 Ne statement has as yet been issued 
here, News Departuent have however teld 
enquirers that there was never any seerct 
agreencnt. 
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TEMPLE BAR 1581 
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The attached copy of a Deposition made by PIERRE 
ETIENNE FLANDIN was obtained from his brother by Major 
Glare of P,.W.R, Glare has lately been in Paris on 
business fer P,.W.E, and on behalf of J.I.G 


I should be surprised if you haven't seen it 
already, but send it te you par acquit de conscience, 


Yours Cr 


Myc tater 
Lae 


- 


ple compligité de (iahbieon’ en vertu du ostulat: le Gouvernement de Bétain 


ie Gouvernement de la trahison, vous étes Seeesce de la trahison n_pus sque 
fa a partie du Go Goyvernement. 


. » | 
e , 


Jé vous ai déja objetté que la trahison du Gouvernement Pétain devait @tre 
prouvée per des faits, et que, seuls, des faits caractérisés de trahison pendant la 
période ou j'ai cté ministre, pourraient servir de base a une accusation de complicité. 
Il restérait encore & établir que j'aurais connu ces faits, que j',urais participé & 
ces actes ce trahlison, et que je l'aurais fait sciemmerit et avec l'inténtion de les 
favoriser. Ces faits, @es actes, ces preuves, il appArtient & 1l'saccusation de les pro- | 


ww 
duire. Je L*attends depuis plus ce treize mois, et l'accusation, depuis treize mois, 
reste muette. 


Comme L' accusation n'en pouvait produire aucun et cue le scandale de ma 
prolongee s‘aggrawait, le Juge c'Instruction d'A lger m'. signifié le 1, 


rs ~~ Pp * 


une ordonnance de suspension de l'instruction. Relisons le texte: 


“Attendu que L'inculpation de ‘venu pose la 
juestion ce savoir dans quelles mesures 
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Gouvernement. 


Cette formule n'est pas neuve; 


L 
En le precisant, je suis amené a4 poser une guestion troublente. 


Lorsque Pucheu a été traduit, en mars 1944, devant le Tribunal d'Armée a Alsg ger,” 
l'eccusation aveit pos¢ une de ses questions & peu pkés dans les mémes termes que semble 
la poser 1',cousstion devant la Haute-Cour. n'ai pas le libelle exact ces questions 
soumise au Tribunel, dans le procés Pucheu, et je ne puis Migs Bhs a. ire. Mais il 
vous sera facile de vous reporter au texte de ces questions. Je me souviens gue le 
Count 538 11e du Gouvernement, dans son régquisitoire, avait attire 1's pene ae du tribunal ~ 

G'armée sur L' importance ct sur la portéee de la question relative «@ itappartenance au 
ec loerhament de Vichy considérée comme un crise @*intelligence avec 1‘ ennemi. Car, 
avait-il précisé, selon le réponse que donnera le Tribunal, une jurisprudence sera cree | 
gui aura ses conséquences sur les proces qui doivent-suivree Or, le Tribunal a repondu | 
NON a la question posée. | 


= 


| - Il n'a pas retenu comme un acte de trahism, d'intelligence avec l'ennemi, ni 
d'atteinte & la sureté extériceure de l'Etat, ie fait, pour Pucheu, d',voir appartenu 
au gouvernement Pétain. Pucheu-a été condamné pour d'autres motifs et pour des actes: 
personnes accomplis dans l'exercite de ses co senberspenem 
Cette décision du Tribunal d'Armée faisait donc jurisprudence, au moins en ce 
qui concerne le Tribunal devant lequel j'étais moi-méme renvoyé- Ainsi, cette 
prétention, d'‘ailleurs inacautembale, de 1" accusation s'effrondreit aussi bien en 
Ge qui7Soncernait qu'en ce gui concernadt mes nic at s, anciens membres. du 
ee & signe fae | 
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@. | Nous sommes en mars 1944. L*accusation s'aévertue donc jusqu'en soft & 
reomercher, selon ses propres termes, des instruments de préuve ; apenrt & ma prétendue 
participation personnelle a-la politique de collaboration. Elle n'y parvient pas: une 
ordonnence de suspension d'instruction est rendue. ; 

Crest alors qu'interviennent deux dessaisissements. Ce mot évoqué des 
méthodes judiciaires que l'on croyait condamnées depuis L'affaire Dreyfus. Pourtant, 
comme’ si l'on voulait renouveler ces méthodes, le dessaisissement permettrait, devant 
une eutre juridiction, qui ne se trouve pas liée par sa propre jurisprudence, de reprencre — 
le "postulat" que le Tribunal d'Amée G'Alger avait écarté. 


La guestion gue je pose est donc¢elle-ci: 
Est-ce pour cela que le dessaisissement a été prononcé? 


al 


Cette réserve faite, j'en viens au postulat lui-méme. 


L'sccusation affirme: le Gouvernement du Maréchal Pétain est le Gouvernement 
de la trahison. Cela n'a que la valeur d'yne affirmetion. Pourguoi, comment, & 
guelle date le Gouvernement du Maréchal Pétain est-il devenu le Gouvernement de la trahis¢e 
Voila ce que l'on ne dit pas; et c'est ce qu'il faudrait préciser. 


Si l'on me céclares:. le Gouvernement est devenu 7 Gouvernement ae a trehison, 
le 6 novembre 194.2, parce que, a partir de cette date, il n'y avait plus d'prmistice et 
qu'il ne pouvait Sus y avoir de gouvernement lécal, je n'aurai rien @ Pr inet, Mais, 
je fais observer, que ma démission du Gouv rnement Pétain remonte au 8 févriecr 1941. 


Si l'on me dit: le Gouvernement Pétain était déja le Gouvernement de la 
trea ht one em décembre 1940 et en janvier 1941, je réponcs: cela est faux et je demande 
sur quoi l'on fonce cette pres¢omption de trahison. 


¢ 


Je, pourrais et je devrais méme ettendre que l'accusation ait précisé les faits 
et les actes cui. au 1 décembre 1940, dete ou je suis entré au Gouvernement pour 56 
jours, motiversient ve cet éte dans un Gouvernement préetendu de trahison. JE 
devraés attendre gue 1',ccusation ait rapporté la preuve de ces faits et de ces actes. 


Mais, je suis tellement impatient de faire, enfin, éclater la véeritée que, 
toutes réserves faites sur L'obligation qui incombe a l'accusation de rapporter ses 
preuves, je vais discuter, comme sur une hypothése, la question du Gouvernement Pétain, 
gouvernement de collaboration avec l'ennemi, & la date ou j'y suis entré. ? 


Gouvernement de collsboration, cdit-on, parce que le Marcchal Petain aurait 
lui-méme proclamé, aprés son entretien & Montoire avec Hitler, qu'il se proposait de 
pratiquer une politique ce collaboration avec 1'Allemagne. 


J'ai dé je dit que ce mot de “coliaboration" a été inventé par M. Laval et ses 
partisans. J'ai’ déja précisé que ceux-ci avaient, en effet, le dessein de faire 
participer la France é lo victoire finale, qu'ils croyaient assurée, de 1" Allemagne. 

Qu'ils aient aint & répondre d'actes qui seraient, en effet, de trahison, cela 
est justice. Mais, est-ce 14 la politique du M,réchal, le 1, décembre 1940, lorsque 
j' gecepte de devenir son Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres? - En aucune maniére. 


Non seulement M. Laval s été chassé par le Maréchal parce que M, Laval voulait © 
Ll'entrafiner dans une politique qui, a 1'époque, n'était pas la sienne, mais, 
postérieurement & Montoire, le M,réchal a choisi et défini une toute autre politique. - 
Cette politique, a-l'égard de 1'Allemagne,. se limite & 1'exécution pure et simple des 
conditions de l'Armistice. Je ne suis déja référé & un échange de lettres entre le 
Président Roosevelt et et le Maréchal Pétain, qui le precise. 


“Je me référe, aujourd'hui, & un autre document, au sujet duquel j' aveis 
jusqu'ici gardé le silence pour des raisons qui sont faciles a comprendre, document 
dont vous allez megurer vous-méme 1 importance capitale. 


- 


Avent ‘de révéler le contenu de ce i esac je dois fdiie un Couns. seer 
historiquer | : 7 


oi tee & 


Les li. et 15 octobre 1940," un envoyé du Maréchal Pétain était regu & Londres 
| P « Winston Churchill. 1; était porteur d'assurances, de propositions et de 

oe Sensnien du Gouvernement frangais. Aprés une confrontation des points de vwug : 
britannique et frangais, les résultats acquis furerit consignés dans un texte dectylograpil 
rédigé dans le cabinet de M. Streng au Foreign O*fice, en date du 18 octobre 1940, (é 
texte qui fut commis aux corrections et & l'spprobation du Premier Ministree Le 
Maréchal Pétain regut communication du texte des projets:d',ccord, accompagné d'un 
mémoire, le 10 novembre 1940. Ils furent ratvifiés le 11:novembre par lui, selon une 
procedure gui avait écé convenue d'avance, et par l'intermédiaire de notre poste 
diplomatique de Madrid. is furent confirmés, apres la ratification du Marécahl 
Pétain, par um télégramme du Foreign Office en date du 11 novembre, nous couvert 
du.Consulat Général de Grande-Bretagne a Genéve. 


Je fais observer que toutes ces dates sont postérieures & Montoire. 
Et voici, maintenant, le contenu de ces accords: ° . 


ENGAGHMENTS DE LA GRADE BRETAGKE A L'HGARD DE LA FRANCE: 


A/ La Grande | sretagne retablira dans son inté grate et sa souveraineté la 
France, si elle ne fait rien pour @ider le victoire ces toteliteires, ct, a fortiori, 
si elle con“ibue a la victoire britannique. 

B/ au cas ou Le Gouvernement frangais cederait des bases ac¢riennes et navales & 


~ 


aux. totalitaires, la Grande-bretagne ne répondrait plus du sort futur de la France et 
de son Empire. 


ATTENUATION DU BLOCUS: 


I/ le Gouvernement britannique assimilera & du cabotage - qui ne tombe pas. 
. 


sous le blocus - le transport des denrées coloniales de Dakar, cde Casablanca et des 
ports nord<-alricains aux ports de Provence. 


2/ le Gouverne smmemt anglais enverra a Madrid un expert économique qui L'entendre 
-. avec un expert économique frangais, au sujet c'echange ¢ventuels avec le Maroc. 


ACCORD SUR LE STATUS DES COLONIES FRANCAISES DFMEUREES FIDELES A VICHY: 


L/ le Gouvernement anglais s'engage a ne plus chercher @ prendre par la force 
ou a débaucher par la propagande les colonies frangaises demeurcees ficéles au 
Gouvernement ce Vichy. 


. 


2/ toute agression anglaise contre les colonies frangaises sera repoussée pear 
les armes pour éviter la défense gonjointe par l'Axe des cites colonies, ce qui 
équivaudrait &% céder a 1l'Axe les colonies: frangaises et leurs bases. 


ACCORD SUR LA RADIO; 


Lh radio britannigue s'abstiendra de toute critique a l'¢gard de la personne 
du Chef de l'Etat frangais, eee eeeen 


©  BNGAGHONTS DE LA FRANCE CONCERNANT LES COLONIES Ei LES BASES: * 
If le Gouvernement frangais s'engage a ne pas- chercher Pat reprenfre par la 
force les colonies passées & de Gaulle. 


2/ le Gouvernement frangais s' engage & ne oéder & l'Axe ni les ports de 
Provence, ni les bases de l'Afrique du Nord, du Maroc et de Se ‘Afrique Occidentale. 


3/ le Gouvernement frangais remettra 1'Enpire dans la guerre le Jour ou les 
Anglais et leurs alliés éventuels auront fait la preuve de leur force, seront @ méme 
de débarquer en nombre et d'équiper les troupes _coloniales frangaises, setter ree 
actuellement de munitions, de matériel lourd, de D.C.A. » dé canonse anti-chars et de 
~~. de. Locomotion. 
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Est-ce un gouvernement qui collabore avec l'Allemagne, celui qui vient de 
pr@@re l'engagement de remettre la France dans la guerre le jour ou, en Afrique. du 
4 Nord, les Alliés se presenteraient en foree? celui qui a donné effectivement mission 
an Général Weygand de préparer les cadres d'yne armée de Libération en Afrique du Nord 
et en Afrique Occidentale? ae 
| On dira: le Gouvernement de Vichy a donc suivi, dans ‘le temps, deux 
politiques: la politique de M. Laval qui était celle de'‘la collaboration - et la 2oli- 
tique des accords franco-britannigques et franco-américains qui était celle de la 
résistance, celle de la rentrée de,l‘Eypire dans la guerre. Crest possible, car 
les choses ne sont pas simpl:s sous la botte de 1'ennemi. 


Mais un fait est établi: le 15 décembre 1940, le Maréchal avait momentanément 
répudiée la politique de M. laval, qui n'était pas dans le secret des accords de 
Londres. Je ne- suis donc pas-entré, le 14 décembre 1940, phe un gouvernement de 
trahison, mais dans un gouvernement ou je pouvais mener et ou j'ai mene une politique 
de résistance, résistance, - a cette Gpoque, peut-@étre plus aift: icile et -plus ; 
péerilleuse & pratiquer en France qu'a 1'Etranger. 


Et je veux ajouter ces précisions: 


Les négocliations économiques, prévues par. les accords de Londres, comnencerent 
effectivement a Madrid sous son ministere et se termincrent par les accords connus 
sous le nom «'accords Eccles-Marshal. Ils devaicnt étre suivis d'accords franco- 
américains néyociés a Washington. 
Expédition du Tchad, projetée, comme je l'aid dit, par M. Laval, n'eut pas lieu et 
@u-. rendus impossible. 


“7 
Le cabotage France-Afrique du Nord et France-Afrique Occidentale commenga. 
mu A mon depart, le General Weygand travaillait a plein a la réorganisation 
militaire de l'Afrique du Nord; il n'y avait pas un Allemand @ Dckar. 


Vous concluereZe 


Peut-é€tre comprendrez-vous micux, d'un point de we général, pourcuoi les 
Allemands refuscrent de me reconnaitre comme Ministre de Affaires Efrangéres; pourquoi 
L'Amiral reat pe: riva a Vichy end -cembre 1940, accredité comme Ambassadeur des Etats- 
Unis; pourquoi M. Murphy, dcelécue du President Roosevelt en Afrique du Nord regut 
toutes facilités pour y exercer en mission qui consistait, en fait, e préparer le futur — 
débanquement des Alliés; pourquoi le Général Weygand, plus tard, dut quitter 1'Afrique 
du Nord, sous la pression des Allemands; pourquoi l'Arméee a'Afrique se rallie 
immédiatement aux Alliés apres leur débarquement le & novembre 1942; pouroguoi la flotte 
se ssborde & Toulon. | . 


En ce gui touche son activité non officielle, cela eous expliquera pourquol 
dés mai 1941 je preparais mon repli en Afrique ce Nora par L',cquisition @G'intéréts 
dans des propriétés fonciéres en Algérie; pourquoi je m'y trouvai fin octobre 1942; 
pourquoi j'y conférais avec M. Murphy precicément le 7 novembre 1942; pourquoi je_reffils 
oi Capitaine R. Churchill a@ sa demande et pour le Premier Mynistre, en mars 1942, tm 
“nemorandum sur la situation actuelle et future de la France"; pour quol je peux me 
réclamer d'.voir’ été un des premiers et des plus effectifs parmi les Résistants, sur 
territoire frangais, a une épogue ou la Résistance . deg un clen patriotique incividuel et * 
ne tendait pas encore & devenir un mouvement politique organisé. 


La Justice me jugera mais l'Histoire jugemle Justice. Si, demain, je reste 
embastillé, l'opprobre Re sera pas pour le prisonnier. 
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(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


[CYPHER] 


PROM WASHINGLUN LU 


Karl of Halifax, D, 10,41 pem.e 7th March 
NOe 1515. : 


1945. 
Re 5.25 a.m, 8th mere 


7th March, 1945 . 
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Your telegram No, 2,086, ‘Personal from 
Anbas sador,. 


\ 


I see no: objection (repeat no objection) 
to early statement in Parliament, Indeed it 
might be helpful here by taking the wind out 
of the sails of Chicago Tribune or hougier, 

I ras be grateful to see text first as you 
SUGEEST. : 
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Regt : 
Nambe (2 3233/255/17 


FROM French 


Avbassador to $ir.A. 


: Cadogan 
iVo. Ow/ 7oR 
1260. 
Dated 6th Mar.1945 
Received 


in Registry }Oth Mar. 1945 


Z: France 


— 
- 


— - 


French judicial authorities’ request for Mr. | 
Macmillan’s evidence at General Bergeret’s trial. 


General Bergeret is on trial for offences 
against the State, and wishes to be brought forward 
in his favour services which he rendered to the 
Allies after the landings in North Africa. 

Bergeret asks Mr. Harold Macmillan to bear witness 
to his help. The Prench judicial authorities ask 
Mr. Macmillan to give evidence at the trial. 


Last Paper. 
23167 


References. 
ZNSAS/ s{S ~ 1%ey 


2.04 c 
€<(97 
2 Rob (x (S 


(How disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) 


General Bergeret was one of the French delegates — 
to the Armistice Commission at Compiégne in 1940. 
Shortly afterwards Petain made him Under-Secretary 
and later Minister for Air. He held this post up to 
; the North African landings, and was active in 


_ encouraging French resistance to the British, notably 


/ in Syria. He was in North Africa in November, 
1942, and became one of Darlan's chief advisers. 

In January, 1945, General Giraud appointed him 
Deputy High Commissioner and Secretary-General to the 
High Commission. He was removed in April,when 
Giraud was under pressure to reduce the Vichy 
influence in his administration, and relegated to the 
post of Air Officer Commanding at Dakar. He was 
dismissed altogether after the Giraud-de Gaulle 
Agreement in June and was arrested at the end of 
October, 1943. Since then he has remained under 
detention awaiting trial, General de Gaulle having 
decided that he, like MM. Flandin, Boisson and 
Peyrouton, could not be adequately tried before the 
liberation of France, when full evidence of their 
Vichy activities would become available. 


I have examined all the papers that I can find 
in our archives about Bergeret and I have also 
consulted Mr. Mack, who was himself at Algiers during 
the first months after the landings. The evidence 
of the archives and Mr. Mack's recollections both 
confirm my own impression (I was dealing with French 
affairs here throughout the period) that Bergeret 


never did anything to earn our gratitude and that we 
are under no sort of an obligation to him. He would 
naturally have had liaison with various British F 
services, including no doubt intelligence organisations, 
in his capacity as Secretary-General to Giraud's : 
High Commission: it was part of his job to keep 
A.F.H.Q. informed on all manner of subjects and he 
deserves no special credit for that. Similarly, he : 
must, by virtue of his office, have played some part in 
the negotiations for rallying French West Africa and 
for winning over Admiral Robert at Martinique and | 


a 
i. 
a 


Admiral Godefroy at Alexandria; but he certainly did 
not play a leading part in these matters and theresis 
no reason for supposing that his personal influence was 
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j as to be likely to make a great deal of difference to 
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Way decisive. 


in “T 

tis. faif to mention that Bergeret made a good 
first impression on Mr. Macmillan (see Z 1799/5/69 of 
1943). On the other hand, the Prime Minister has 
never, so far as I know, shown any personal > 
interest: in mitigating Bergeret's fate, although he 
expressed much concern when Flandin, Boisson and 
Peyrouton were arrested two months after. 


In all the circumstances, I consider that there i 
no case for asking Mr. Macmillan to make a statement 
which could be produced as evidence at Bergeret's 
trial (there is obviously no question of him making 
a personal appearance at the trial). We are under 
no obligation to the man and we are not in a position 
to give any evidence which the Defence cannot obtain 
equally well from other reputable quarters. Admiral 
Esteva, who played a much blacker role than Bergeret, 
obtained evidence in his favour from various 
unimpeachable resistance sources (although it did not 
help wS) and there is no doubt that Bergeret can find 
many good Frenchmen to testify to his correct 
behaviour after November, 1942. Moreover, any 
British evidence might well be represented as 
intervention in French internal affairs. It would 
also set an embarrassing precedent for if we spoke 
up for Bergeret it would be impossible not to do the 
same for Boisson, Peyrouton and Flandin. 


A further point is that if any Ally is to speak 
up for Bergeret it should obviously be the Americans. 
As the prime movers in "Torch" they had far more to do 
with him than we did and Mr. Murphy may well have had 
valuable help from him on the intelligence side before 
the North African landings. We do not know if a 
Similar approach has been made to the United States 
Government. 


I suggest that the best course would be to send 
for M. Massigli and tell him that after careful 
consideration we consider that the giving of evidence 
by Mr. Macmillan would neither contribute materially 
to Bergeret's*defence nor be in the best interests of 
Anglo-French relations. We might add that the. 
Americans had much more to do with Bergeret themselves 
and that the French Government might therefore consider 
putting their proposal to Washington if they had not 
already done so, in case it was thought desirable to 
seek evidence from Mr. Murphy. 


Before taking this step we should presumably 


let Mr. Macmillan know of M. Massigli's approach and 
of the line which we intend to take. 


me 


16th March, 1945. 


I think the line suggested by Mr. Speaight is the 
right one. Apart altogether from whether or not 
we could in fact put in a good word for Bergeret.I 
think it would be very doubtful wisdom for a British 
Cabinet Minister to give evidence in any form at one 
of these trials. 
at the request of the Defence, it will be apt to be 
misrep 


less, therefore, the evidence were of such a kind 


Even though this evidence was given} 


q resented as direct British i&Atervention and might 
_ Jead~to all sorts of awkward precedents being set. 


the/ 


a 


the outcome of the case and be of real | 
assistance to the accused, I think it would be > 
very unwise for any action to be taken. 
rtunately, in this particular case it seems 
obvious that any evidence that Mr. Macmillan 
might give would not be of much use to 
Bergeret. 


If this line is approved we must of course 
as Mr. Speaight says, first consult 
Mr. Macmillan and make sure of his concurrence. 


16th March, 1945 
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Ainsi que le Gouvernement Britannigue le 
sait, le Général Bergeret, ancien Ministre de l'‘Air 
du Gouvernement de Vichy et ancien Secrétaire Général 
du Commandement civil et militaire de l‘Afrique du 
Nord frangaise, est actuellement poursuivi devant la 

Haute Cour de Justice pour crime contre la streté de 
l'Etat. 


Pour sa défense, le Général Bergeret allésue 
les services gu'il aurait rendus aux alliés A compter du 
& Noveribre 1942 aprés le débarquement du Corps Expédition- 
naire anglo-américain en Afrique du Nord frangaise. 


Le Général Bergeret soutient notamment qu'il 

avait établi a l'époque une liaison avec les services 

de renseignements britanniques, gu'il a contribué 4 
rallier A la cause des alliés 1' Afrique Occidentale 
frangaise, l'escadre frangaise qui se trouvait aux 
Antilles sous le commandement de 1'Amiral Robert et 
celle qui était immobilisée A Alexandrie depuis juin 
1940, sous le commandement de l1'Amiral Godefroy. 


Le prévenu invogue également lie réle qu'il 
a joué en assurant la coopération de contingents 
importants des armées frangaises d'Afrique 4 la libéra- 
tion de la Tunisie. 


A l‘appui de ses déclarations, le Général 
Bergeret invogque le témoignage du Rt.Hon. Harold 
MacMillan, qui représentait &@ 1l'époque, en Afrique du 
Nord, le Gouvernement Britannigque auprés du Général 
Eisenhower. 


coe/s 


Je vous serais obligé de bien vouloir 
demander & M. Harold MacMillan si, comme le désire 
le Président de la Commission d'Instruction de la 
Haute Cour, il consentirait 4 apporter son 
témoignage sur les affaires é6énumérées ci-dessus. 
Au cas ot M. Harold MacMillan y consentirait, je 
vous serais reconnaissant de bien vouloir me 
préciser sous guelle forme M. MacMillan voudrait 


bien témoigner. /. 


The Hon. Sir Alexander Cadogan, G.C.M.B., K.C.B.- 
Permanent Under Secretary of State, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 
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10th March 1945 


for your letter Ho: 126 of the 6th march 
isreeuaau om of the request of the French judicial 
authorities that Mr. Harold Macwillan might be asked , 
to give evidence at the trial of General Begeret. 


(fi a looking into this watter and wili let you 
heve a reply a8 soon as possible. 


Sencerely 


Hite Excellency . 
¥onsi Rene. Maseigli 7 
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Resident Minister, 
CASERTA. 


Telegram. 


No. /0 8% 


Dated 23" Morel. 


Cypher 
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Following personal for Resident Minister 
from Secretary of State. 

General Bergeret, who is shortly to 
appear before the High Court of Justice in 
Paris on the charge of having endangered the 
safety of the State, has asked that you should 
give evidence at his trial. He maintains that 
your evidence would support his contention that 
he established liaison with the British 
Intelligence services at the time of the North 
African landings, helped to rally West Africa, 
Admiral Robert and Admiral Godefroy, and 
helped to ensure the co-operation of French 
forces in the liberation of Tunisia. The 
President of the Commission d'Instruction has 
asked if you would be willing to give evidence 
on these points and the French Ambassador 
has passed this request to the Foreign Office. 

2. I consider it undesirable that you 
should give evidence, either written or oral. 
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We are under no obligation to Bergeret nor to 
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the best of our knowledge did he do anything 


to earn H.M.G.'s gratitude. 
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No. 1,088. 
25rd March, 1945. D. 12.40 a.m, 24th March, 1945. 
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Following personal for Resident Minister from Secre tary 
of State. 3 


General Bergeret, who is shortly to appear before the 
High Court of Justice in Paris on the charge of having 
endangered the safety of the State, has asked that you 
should give evidence at his trial. He maintains that ony 
evidence would support his contention that he established 
liaison with the British Intelligence services at the time 
of the North African landings, help to rally West Africa, 
Admiral Robert and Admiral Godefroy, and helped to ensure 
the co-operation of French forces in the liberation of Tunisia. 
The President of the Commission d*Instruction has asked if you 
would be willing to give evidence on these points and the 
French Ambassador has passed this request to the Foreign 
Office. 


2. I consider it undesirable that you should give evidence, : 
either written or oral. We are under no obligation to . 
Bergeret nor to the best of our knowledge did he do anything 
specially to earn His Majesty's Government‘s gratitude. I 
should suppose that evidence of his good behavo&r after the 
North African landings could be equally well obtained from . 
other quarters and that any evidence you ht be in a ao 
position to give would not materially assist defence. In Re 
any case, to ~ the request would set an awkward tia 
precedent for fu political trials, and might well be inter- = 
preted by the French public as British intervention in French ~~ 

nternal affairs. | 


5. In the circumstances it is en to reply to the 
Ambassador that after careful consideration and consultation 
U, we consider that the givin; of evidence by yourself 
7 either contribute materially to Bergeret’s defence — 
nor be in the best interests of Anglo-French relations. | 


4. I presume that you agree. 
OTP, 


(CODE (R) ! 


D. 7.25 a.m. 27th Merch, 1945 (GT) 
26th March, 1945 R. 8.50 a.m. BST 27th March, 1946. 


Mr. Mecmillan 
No, 55 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


{Zz 3233/255/17) |  FORBIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


| Ltt April, 1945. 
My alin, Duff. 
with 


nnaniighs nest? 2, °087 st, sormompousenee, wi 
giving evidence at General Bergeret’s trial. 


2. I also enclose a copy of our telegram Ne. 1086 
te Macmillan which explains in more detail the 
‘reasons why we were not in favour of him giving 
evidence. Macmillan replied that he agreed. 


de I. em sending a copy of this correspondencé 
with its enelesures to Lord Halifax. 
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Jain ,either written or, oral at the trial. 
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| Ordinance aboliShing special milita tribunal 
R 
FROM Mr. Duff Cooper] Transmits extract from the "Journal Officiel" 
Faris. — Hoaks of 22nd February giving text of an 
970. 619/1 rdinance of 2lst February abolishing the 

No. 270.\, 619/1/45 Special Military Tribunal set up at Algiers 
ios Si to deal with acts committed in the course of 

, 10th March their office by members of the Vichy Administration 
Received p 1945 or of “anti-national bodies". It is considered 
im Registry | ttt such cases can be more effectively dealt 


Z: France = with from Paris. 
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619/1/45 
No. 270 | ™ British Embassy, 


| Paris . 


/ 3245 arch,' 1945, 


G La 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to you herewith 
the text of an Ordinance of the 2lst February 
abolishing the special Military Tribunal set up 
at Algiers to deal with acts committed in the 
exercise of their official functions by members 


of the Vichy Administration or of “anti-national 
bodies", 


As the preamble of the Ordinance explains, 
this tribunal has outlived its usefulness and 
cases of this sort can now be more effectively 
dealt with in Paris. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth 
and respect, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


A anpp Cowper 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C. ,M.P.; 
etc, etc. etc. 
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 publiée au Journal officiel de la 


mo ha, Cheat I > 
imstruites et al 


| 
) 
: 
: 


Le Gouvernement provisoire de la Répu- 


Sur le rapport du ministre de la guerre, 


Vu Pordonnance du 3 juin 1943 portant 
ution du Comité francais de libé- 

tien nationale, ensemble les ordonnances 
3 juin et 4 septembre 1944; 


‘Wa Vordonnance du 2 octobre 1943 ins- 
un tribunal militaire d’armée de 
nce particuli¢re, ensemble les or- 

| mees des 21 octobre, 7 décembre (943 

février 1944 modifiant la eompétence 
du tribunal militaire d’armée; — 


Le comité juridique entendu, 


Ordonne : 


Art. i. — Le tribunal militaire d’armée 
de compétence ee institué 
Yordonnance du 2 octobre 1943 susvisée, | 
est supprimé. 

2. — Les procédures commenetes : 

eette juridiction seront portées, de- 
~tribunaux militaires des 

; tions territoriales qui seront 
‘par le ministre de la 7. 


aéa, du code de justice militaire, 


sis, les procédures dans le ) 
ion aura révélé qu’elles mt } 
d’une juridiction autre que 


wnaux militaires pour l’armée 
fe, le ministre de la guerre les trans- 

directement a l’autorité qualifi€¢e 
anal militaire désigné 
osé em tenant compte des assimim 
} fades prévues 4 l’article 1* Ge Ti 
donnanee 7 janvier 1944 relative & 1 
eomposition du tribunal militaire @’armée. . 


Art. 3. — La présente ordonn sé 


que francaise et exécutée comme 
Fait & Paris, le 21 février 1945. — 
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FROM Mr Bowle 


Dated 13th March,1945. 


Recewed 16th March, 
in Registry | 1945. 


: Prance 


CC —— 


Refers to Mr. Speai etter of the 9th 
March (Z 2260/255/17) and gives an account of 
Monsieur Richard's attitude after the German 
invasion of France, reporting that he was strongly 
anti-German before June 1940, that he was not 
Suspected of collaboration but that no anti-German 
activities of his are known. Asks whethere th 
is any post in France which he could take up, in 
view of his experience there. 
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Deo~ Rourke, 


Thank : letter of 
13th teeth, Ba Rap Bh pi Richard, 
the 


about 

referred your enquiry 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


We referred the enquiry in your letter 28/30/45 
af the 14s Seeruiey eno oo at Lame mice 
formerly French Consul General at Marques 
Bowle and Ledger, but have not yet received a reply from 


Bowle states that his relations with Monsieur 
Richard were cordial wmtil the invasion of France, 
when he cooled off. Bowle yond <nday A to a 
ye ek ot ee 8 ee a ae to Monsieur 

ng passed under the Control of the German 
Gemmmeateraemetl, with the addition of the fear of 
reprisals being taken nst his wife and children who 
wane understood to be living in France, 


Bowle regrets that he <cannot testify te Monsieur 
Richard's anti-German acti¥ities, since he knows of none, 
rm he believes that he was strongly anti-Germm to June 

and thet hé did not at any time thereafter give the 


ieent cause for suspicion of voluntary collaboration with 
the eneny. 


Yours ever, 


Western Department. 
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Alleged collaborator in chefge of rubber 


distribution in F e. 
raft to Mr. ofer, British Embassy, Paris. 

) Commander Prior informed the Secretary of State 
that the man in control for the Government of the 
distribution of rubber in France had been a collabora- 
tor. He had forgotten his name and asked whether 
a message could be sent by bag to a Mr. Steinberg in 
Paris, but the Secretary of State did not think this 
desirable, and Commander Prior has been so informed. 


Asks whether any information can be given about 
the rubber controller. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


2! MAR 1945 29th January, 1945. 


Tone Secretary of State recently had 4 talk 
eg: Commander Prior, M.P., who has lately been 


Commandér Frior told the Secretary of State 
that while in Paris ne had learnt that the man 
who was now controlling the distribution of 
rubber in France for the Government nad been 
a cOllaborationist. He wanted the Secretary 
of State to take this up with the French Government. 


Tne Secretary of State umertook to look 
into the matter and rrior for nis part promised to 
send the Secretar, of State the name of the rubber 
controller, which he haa forgotten. 


Prior came to See me a lew days ago to ask 
for help in obtaining tauis name, Since he has no 
means of telegraphing from raris and it woulda take a 
long tire to get a reply by letter througn tne 
Ordinary post. fFrior asked whether: he might de 
aliowed to Send a meSsage through the Dag to his 
informant whose name is Mr. Steinberg, c/o 
Aican and Cie, 8/ hue St. Layere, Faris. 


I nave consulted the Secretary of State and 
he did not on th# whole think it was desirable for 
us to transmit such & message. He has instructed 
me therefore to aSk you if you could fimd out the 
name of the Government rubber controller and 
ae him which may help to substantiate 
Commander Prior's story. 


P ; Resbn (0. J Heo ptr, £. ‘J 
’ Paris. ee : 


PrkE. S| 
ii 


I oe telling Commander Prior that we cannot 
COrivey 01s message to Mr. Steinberg. 


(Sd.) G. E. MILLASD. 


an 


BRITISH EMBASS 
| PARIS. 


69/13/45. _) 45th February, 1945. 


Mis Gig 


: I am very sorry indeed to have been so long answering 
your letter of the 29th January, but the question had to be 
taken up with our link with the French Sécurité Militaire, 
who deal with these enquiries in a most leisurely fashion. 


The name of the Government Rubber Controller is Perret; 
and we are afraid that like many other French industrialists 
still in key positions, he had a bad record under the occupa- 
tion, The Sécurité Militaire have promised us further 
details, which we will send you as soon as they arrive; but 
I thought it was better to send you an interim reply rather 


than keep you waiting any longer. 


— 
He. Ma 
R.W.J.Hooper, 


G.E, Millard, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 
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4, op 16th February, 19% 
ts 283. 


The Rt. Hen. Antheny Eden, M.C., M.P., 
Fereign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W. ,1.- 


Sir, 


Seme time age we discussed the 
questien ef cellaberaters being empleyed by 
the French Gevernnment. 


There happens te be one in my ewn 
business, the Rubber Market. AMr. Balay, 
President ef a Syndicate, preceeded to 
Weisbaden and negetiated the distributien ef 
German Buna in the French Rubber Industry. 


I am, 


Sir, 
Yeur obedient Servant, 


SS our Fite com 
Zou esses ia | 


AB RS Dee 


I write to thank you for your 
le@er of February 16th. ‘The 
Bmbasay at Paris were asked some 
time ago to make enquiries about 
the matter which you raise, but 
we have so far had no reply. 1 
think that these enquiries are bound 
to take a little time and I will 
let. you know when I hear the result. 


ae (Sd.) AN | mMONY EDEN 


OM f wey", oun AN'’SJHILL, 

ee oe Zz 

a 5th March, 1945. 3Ss" 
aga 


The Rt. Hen. Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P., 
H.M. Secretary ef State for Fereign Affairs, 
Dewning Street, 
3. W. ,1- 


L Sir, 


Purther te my letter ef February 16th 
--- I have the heneur te submit enclesed, additional 
infermatien which I have just received from 
eur Paris associate Firn. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 


&..... a 


So Air. & &. 


Société ad bors Francaise pour I'Importation du Ca 
AU CAPITAL DE 17.000.000 DE FRANCS 


ALCAN. & ce : TELEGRAMMES + MYRTIL-TT-PARIS | 


ANGISNNE MAISON HECHT FRERES & C*- FONDEE EN 1847 TELEPHONE ; TRINITE 20-21 & 20-22 
87, RUE SAINT-LAZARE, PARIS-9° | 


et IEE 


: 


me j = ; | | 
é St A, Peris, February 19th 1945 


am 
peeeegy Ne 
te 
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R.M. PRIOR Esde 
c/o Messrs. Hecht Levis Kahn Ltd. 
15/18 St. Dunstan's Hill 
London E.C.4., — Angleterre 


Dear Mr. Prior, 


To hand your letter dated February 5th. In 
the meantime, we cabled you twice : 


1°) on February 2nd, as follows : 


"President of Syndicate Balsy stop rubber 
"Controller Perret" — 


2°) on February 13th, informing you that it was Mr. Balay, 
President of the Syndicate, who had proceeded to Wiesbaden - 


I want to inform you that Mr. Perret, the 
Répartiteur, after having been under arrest a few hours, 
is now prosecuted for having been in leage with the enemy. 


I shall let you know the course of the proceedings 
but any way I do not think Mr. Perret may expect to be ré- = 
partiteur againe - 


I am at your full disposal for any further 
particulers you might need, which I shall be very pleased 
to send you. 


Yours very sincere 


.<. 


You may be interested to hear that Monsieur 
Perret, about whom I wrote to eas on the 15th 
February under our reference No. 69/13/45, has now 
been sacked. He has been replaced provisionally 
by his assistant, Monsieur Gaston Lebeau. 


On the whole I got the impression that Perret 
was no worse than a good many others, and that 
"11 s‘'agit de vengeances personnelies"; nevertheless, 
Commander Prior's ae seems to have had some 


foundation. 
(rue wm 


ReW.J- Hooper. 


GeE. Millard, Esqe, 


Foreign Office. 


29% MAR 1945 


: “ + : a aad 


* . - “4 — » ~~ . ~ - “ =, _ a | , ° yy = — ae ee - - 


Protest at French gentences on members of the Vichy 
Government. 


Asks whether something can be done to restrict 
the number of death sentences on members of the 
Vichy Government in France, in view of the fact 
that that government was accepted at the time by 
the people of France and a change of régime should 

, not be enough justification for passing sentence of 
ee 16th Mar.1243 death or imprisonment on members of the previous 
€CELV 


in Registry 92nd Mar.1945 pied ceouaide 
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Trial of Admiral Esteva for collaboration. 


Reports that Admiral Esteva was charged on 13th 
March with six separate offenses against the State, 
and gives a summary of the. proceedings at his trial. 
He was found guilty and sentenced to life 
imprisonment, deprivation of civil rights, military 
degredation and the confiscation of his property. 
The verdict was condemned by "L'Humanité". General 
Dentz is expected to be ‘tried next. 


Repeated Lyons No. 2 Saving, Marsailles, Nice, 
Bordeaux. | 
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oZe ee 
magistrates tegether. The court is empowered to give any 
lty frem a Simple fine te death. After an absence of 
heurs 40 mimutes, the president read the verdict which 
found Esteva guilty: 


(1) of subsidising the leader of the P./.F. in Tunisia 
with the sum ef 500,000 franés. 
(44). af ros compulse labour service in Tunisia. 
=e ef aiding recruitments te the Phalange Africaine. 
Ay ef calling upen French treeps te desert. 
(vy) ef replying te a telegram of congratulation from 
Ribbentrep. . 


The court acknowledge however Esteva’s pretectien of 
potesett on the arrival of the Germans. This was deemed te 
e a "circonstance attenuante" end legally saved his life. 
The Admiral was cendemned to life imprisonment, deprivation of 
Civil rights, military degradation and the confiscation of 
his property. 


7. L*Humanité vielently attacked the verdict which it 
called a "condemnation & rire" and Cogniot’s article in the 
Sane er referred io mysterious powers at work to ensure 
that Pétain should be the last to be tried. Franc-Tireur 
alse remarked on the presence of the Fifth Column in court - 

« fire Column which apparently embraced anyone who might consider 
Esteva innocent. (The Fifth Column ig to_the léft what the 
Belshevik bogey is te the right. a useful posasseel scarecrow). 
In fact this trial has indeed proved that it is logically 
difficult. fe make a sound case against the Vichy political 
priseners until Pétain’s own case has been disposed of. 
Therefore the Mershal will probably be tried in absentia some 
time in Apres Despite the attempt by the press to present the 
Esteva triel as a cause célébre, the public showed little 
interest in it. vie @ocisee We as clearly net a very important 
figure in the Vichy hierarchy and represented mere re type 
ef‘blindly obedient and reactionary neval officer which became 
se familiar mer ae the occupation. The trial, which- was the 
first to be held befOre the High Court, was conducted with 


- great dignity and made a favourable impression on the foreign 
‘Correspondents. . ° | 


¢. 
General Dents ‘ 


‘It is reported that the next trigl may be that of 


7 _— 


| & 
FURELGN UF FIR, ‘ed 48 MAR Joa") 


Mr. Duff Ceoper , 
Ne: 160 SAVING D. Untimed 213 March 1945 
arcno, « ~ Re 4.00 p.m. 22nd March 1945 
Repeated to Lyons Ne. 2 Circular Saving 
Marseilles ditte 


Nice ditte 
Bordeaux ditte 


‘ 444 


Admiral Esteva, Resident General in Tunisia from 1940 
te May 1942, appeared before the High Court of Justice in 
Paris’ en March 15th. The Court specially constituted te 

udge the cases of preminent Vichy officials, consists of 
re magistrates, presided over by Monsieur Mongibeaux. The 
presecutien was conducted Procureur General pap, ¢ dng whe 

at the end of the last war demanded the death penalty for 
Bele Pacha and Mata Hari. Counsel for the defence was Ne. 
Chresteil whe defended General Gamelin at Riem. There was 

a jury of 24 made up of former deputies and members of 
resistance wovenents. 


Admiral Ssteva was charged with: 
(i) Having supplied the Italian armies in Libya with 


rain. . 

(ii) Favi in 1942 aided the establishment of German 
and Italian troeps on the Nerth African coast and 
= Penge ae es. 

G44) He ng recruited workers and soldiers for the enemy. 
v Having put his own prestige at the service of the 
ermans. 
of Having accepted their official thanks. . 
(vi) Having taken part in their parades ef ther in 
Paris or heh 


2. The preceedi R opened as usual with the exemination 
ef the accused by the dent of the Court. 3 F is Pt this 
: that the Sheased hes the eee teat perpunit 
himself and te state his case. Es de = a vas 
liar one of the "double jeu", Hec aimed that he had 
reg, ae oe B, remain at his post in order that he 
sia soe eS tate. the hands ef the Italians. 
8 dic at o conces the fact. th at he yenerated the Marshal. ) 
a Mads au-dessus de int» il y avait_la France". He declares 
the Pee. had used his ence to held uP n gr the srry 
) Germans in 1942 and waited in vain f prisener. the 
i es. He maintained that he lett Tunis as a Dr 
5 i } Germa  eetbertt rd tie tee gore te n Paris 
te the G er fe) e Z 


alwaj feted ‘Geraany and des 
= §. 7 a most adiigad nina for the defence was 
coy te En :  Adieelenn. 


oQ.. 


- Admipal Muselier whe made a sensational and unexpected 
did in the case of Henri Béraud, but this 
e in defence ef the accused. Admiral Muselier testified 
that Esteva had always been passionately hostile to Ge . 
and a sincere admirer of Great Britein. It emerged from the 
cress exaninatien of Witnesses and was honestly reported in 
Le Figare that Esteva had indeed pretested te Vichy on 
‘several occasions end had himself censered severel messages 
Yrem the Marshal before their publicatien in the Tunisian 
ress. He remained on intiwate terms with the American 
ensulate which to his knowledge was Ride pei | the und - 
fer the North African landings. On the arrival of the Germans 
he hastened te arrange for the shelter and protection of 
Communists, Gaullists, Spanish Republicans and Alsatians, te 
whem he distributed felse identity cards. 


4. No witnesses were called by the prosecutien which 
was based as in the case of Pucheu on decuments. "Je n'ai 
pas fair citer de témeins", said the precureur général, 
‘parce que je n'en ai pas besoin. Les piéce du dossier ne 
suffisent." After the examination of the witnesses for the 
defence, all of whom are castigated in the resistance press 
as Vichyites, the President of the Court summed up in a short 
speech which included a slashing attaek on Vichy and ended 
by saying that it remained for the court te decide whether 
~Esteva was an accomplice or simply a victim. This alternative 
left no leephele for the argument of the "double jeu". 


5. The presecution made it plain the@t the case of Esteva 
was only a miner one in a yast and Complex trial centred 
round Laval end Pétain. The Precureur Général emphasised 
that it was net the personal feelings of Esteva that counted, 
but his efficial acts and these, besides having favoured the 
enemy, had dishonoured France in the eyes of the world. . He 
demanded the death penalty.. The defence, a lost cause before 
the trial began, was admirably conducted by Me..Chresteil. He 
was defending the accused, he said, and not Marshal Pétain, 
whese triai should logically have preceded that of Esteva. 
Chresteil scered_a sensational peint which may weaken the 

’ precureur général's positien at future trials, by bringing 
up the ree activities of Mernet, whe it was discles 
Game Out of retirement in 1940 te be vice-president of the 
commissien set up by Vichy te deal with annulments of natural- 
isations. The president of this commissien is now in gael. 
Mernet admitted the fact and defended himself by Saying that he 
had remained at his post‘at the ress request of the Jews | 
whese interests he was serving. Chresteil went on te argue 
| yes) peint the case for the presecutien and succeeded in 
oeavan ng the court det Estega could net be held res sng bie 
_ fer the surrender ef French troeps in-Tunisia, since the ¢ 
had originated in Algiers. a +e : 
> @ Esteva’s final werd was a reaffirmation that he had 
ene whet he believed te be his duty anda demand to.be freed 
an @ or te eccupy a post however humble in the fereffent of 


The verdict was debated by the 24 jurynen and the three 
» | -.  /nagistrates.... 
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The Purge in France: List No.2. 


Copy of selective list of twenty-seven 
rrench persons arrested during the last four 
months for collaboration. 
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RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, FOREIGN OFFICE 


Fein the Enquiries Se 


THE PURGE iW FRANCE 


II November 1944 + February 1945 


-_ 


The following is a selective list of 27 persons whose 
arrest was recorded in the Paris Press during the past four 
months. It includes former Ministers, high officials, generals, 


journalists and industrialists. 


x An asterisk denotes that a previous personality report 
has already been issucd by F.O.R.D. 


Further reports will be issucd by this Department when 


possible. 


Research Department, : 
Foreign Office, ‘ 
Whitehall, S.W.l-. 4 
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ALEXIS 


Director and president of the Board of Administration 
of the Compagnie des Docks de Marscillec, arrested 27th 


November, 1944 on charges of collaboration with the enemy. 


BENON, Michel 


Former President’ of the Chambcr of the Court of Appcal a: 
in Paris and, under the Occupation, President of the Special 
Court in Paris for the repression of terrorism; arrested in 
Paris on 22nd January 1945 on charges of intelligence with 
the enemy. 


BERNARD, Jacques : 


Director and administrator-delegatec of the well-known 
Paris publishing firm ‘Mercure de Francc'. In February 1945 
was charged with intelligence with the enomy and the publica- 
tion of books of collaborationist tendency. Has been 
left at liberty pending examination. 


BONNET, Georges Edgar 


Vice-president of the Board of Administration of Air- 
France and member of the Board of Administration of the Suez 
Canal, arrested on 23rd November 1944 on charges of treason,’ 

(Not to be confused with Georges Bonnct, the ex-Forcign Minister.) 


a CARCOPINO, Jer6éme x 
Aged 64 


Reputcd scholar and former profcssor of Roman history; 
from 1937 to 1940 Dyrector of the French Institute in Rome; 
in 1940 was ects tirs, Director of the Ecole Normale Supéricure 
and temporary Rector of Paris University: Minister for National 
Education and Youth in Darlan's cabinet from 25th February 1941 
to 18th a 1942. Was arrested in October 1944 but releascd 
temporarily in February 1945; no cvidonce having been found to 
warrant the infliction of a penalty other than that of ‘indignité 
netionale’, which would bring his case within the competence of 
& ‘civic chamber’ only, instead of a Court of Justice. 


CHAZELAS, Victor ‘ | ou Se , 
Aged Seria eels ee ae : 
_ Former colonial administrator in French Colo ial Minietr 


ang hon orary governor of French West ‘— ee arent ea in Dece er 
on charges (Of intelligence Eee the on¢ 


COCHENET, Auguste 


Director of the State Polico for the Department of 
Seine-et-Oise under the Vichy Government, ond Inspector 
General for Darnand (Secretary-Genoral for the Maintenance 
of Order and Chief of the §.0.L. and Militia) in the. North 
of France; arrested November 23, 1944 on charges of intelli- 
gence with the enemy. 


CLERC, Henri 


Former official of the Ministry of Finance, mayor of 
iix-les-Bains, Radical-Socialist deputy for Annecy in 1936; 
Journalist and dramatist; collaborretor of the papers Oeuvre 
and La Gerbe under the Vichy régime, director of the Franco- 
German newsrecl film company FR‘JICE-ACTU.LITES. Condemned by 
Paris Court in January 1945 to penel servitude for lifc, but 
sentence later annulled by higher court on account of his 
advanced age (63 years) which precludes a long term of hard 

* lebour. A re-trial is expected. : 


CYPRIEN-F/.BRE, Paul 


President of the Cypricn=-Fabre shipping company of 
Marseilles, arrestcd 27 Novembor 1944 on charges of colla- 
boration with the enemy. 


DORGERES, Honri (Henri d'Halluin) x 
Aged 48. Member of Vichy Conseil National in 19W.. 


Chief of the Partiagrnoire, a peasant movement also A 
known to its opponents as the "Chemises Vertes" or "Cagoule 
Paysanne" and leader of the "Jeunesses Paysannes" movement. 

He was arrested in Decembcr 1944 on charges of intelligence 
with the enemy. é 


™~ 


KELLER, Georges Eugéne 


- Member of the boards of Administration of Air-France 
| and of the Bank of French West Africa (Banque de 1'A.O.F.); 
arrested on 23rd November 1944 on charges of collaboration 
with the enemy. 


LABROUE, Jean ; 


Former de a ty and writer, for whom the Vichy Government 
hed ercated a chair of "judaisme" at the Sorbonne, arrested in 
peg oa 4 on charges of intelligence with the cnemy and imprisoned 

a snes. ate | Same 


ae 


‘ae 4 on 
LAFON or LAFONT, alias Henri Chamberlain 


Accomplice of Pierre Bony (q-v.) and member of French 
Gestapo in Paris. Condemned to death on 12th December by . 
Paris Court of Justice on vorious charges, including intelli- 
gence with the enemy; executed on the 27th December 1944. 


Member of the Boards of Administration of Air-France and 
of the Bank of Indo-China, arrested on 23rd November 1944 on ' 
charges of treason. , 


LEJEUNE, Albert 


Director of the paper Petit Nicois, arrested in October 
1944. .on charges of intelligence sith enemy cond executed on 3rd 
January 1945. 


‘ 


LEMAIGRE-DUBREUIL, Jacques 
Aged about 50. 


Director and important sharcholder of the Cie des Huiles 

Lesieur; member of the bocrds of administration of the Sté.- 

- Générale des Pétroles (controlled by the Royal Dutch) and of 
the Paris store "Printemps". Has a large personal fortune 
and many international financial interests. In 1933 became 
President of the Taxpayers’ League (directed against the Front 
Populaire) and was implicated in the Stavisky riots of February 
1934. During the present war, he was attached to General 
Weygand's staff, was captured by the Germans in 1940 but is 
reported to haye escaped shortly afterwards. In 1942 he left 
the Unoccupied Zone of France for North jfrica where he renewed 
acquaintance with Mr. ReD. Murphy, the representative of Presi- . 
Gent Roosevelt in Algiers, and became a trusted agent in the 
preparations for the Allied landings in North iAfrica. He was 
accused of attempting a monarchist "putsch " about the time of 
Darlen's assassination. After the arrival of the F.N.C.L. in 
Algiers he was placed with his former secretary Rigaud (q-v.) 
in "résidence surveillée" in Morocco, from whence they both 
escaped in the summer of 1944. lLemaigre-Dubreuil was reported 
to have spent some time in Spain and possibly in Portugal before 
re-entering France. He was arrested in Paris on 4th January 
1945. The announcements of his arrest do not specify the 
charges laid against him. 


MANGEOT, General 


oo 


Collaborator of papers Nouveaux Temps and Je cee Bartout » 
arrested on 6th February 1945 on charges of intelligence 


the enemy « | 


-— hh = 


RIGAUD, Jean 


Aged about 45, journalist, former administrator of Le Jour, 
alleged to have been a member of more than one monarchis 
association. Became privatc secretary to Jacques Lemaigre- 
Debreuil (qev.-) in 1941 and arrived with ‘him in North wvfrica 
in i942, where he played an importunt role in the preparation 
of the Allied landings in North Africa. He became Secretary 
for Interior in Darlan's cabinet and was.accused with Lemaigre- 
Debreuil of attempting © monarchist ‘putsch’ about the time 
of Darlan's assassination. He was placed in “résidence sur- 
veillée" in Morocco in 1943, escaped to Spain with Lemaigre- 
Dubreuil in 1944, and was arrested in Paris on the 4th of Jan- 
uery, 1945. The announcements of his arrest do not specify ~- 
the charges against him. , 


MONIOT, General de Brigade 


Former secretary general of "Defense Aérienne" (Home | 
Defence Air Force) who is accused of having aided the Germans 
at the time of the Allied landing in Normandy, arrested on 
charges of treason on 4th November, 19ul. 


PUJO, General 


Minister for Air from 16/6/40 till 7/9/40. President of 
the Board of :.dministration and director of the Compagnie Air- 
France; arrested on 23rd November 19h) on charges of treason, 
the indictment setting forth that he had turned over to the 
Germans aviation matériel belonging to the Company and had 
sent aviation personnel intc Germany with the approbation of 
the Vichy Government. 


ROCHEFOUCAULD, Comte Stanislas de 1a 


Former political commentator of Redio-Paris during the 
Vichy régime. Before the War was known in Paris chiefly as a 
mah about town and husband of the actress Alice Cocéa. When 
arrested in January 1945 is said to have remarked "J'ai eu 
tort, il est vrai, mais admettez que j'ai failli avoir raison". 


SABRE, Victor 
Administrator and director of the Paris department store 


‘Bon Marché’, charged in February 1945 with having subsidised 


Doriot's P.P.F. and the Pariser Zeitung. Has been left at 
liberty pending examination of his case. 


a 


SPINASSE, Charles | 
Aged 51 years. 


| Socialist deputy and writer; Minister for National 
_ Econonty in first Blum Government of June 1936, and Minister for 

- the Budget in second Blum Government of March 1938. Under the 
_ -‘Viehy- régime was given the chair of History at the-Ecole des | 
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Arts et Métiers. He was the chief editor of Effort, a colla- 
borationist daily which appeared in Lyons under the Occupation; 
he wrote also for Rouge et Bleu, 4 Parisian paper of similar 

. tendencies. He wos arrested on 22nd January 1945 on charges 
of intelligence with the enemy. 


— 


VERGNAULT, General 
Former director of the Chatellerault arms factory. He 
was condemned by Court of Justice of Vienne ‘to 15 years’ penal 


servitude, ‘indigité nationale’ and the confiscation of his 
property on 2nd January 1945 for intelligence with the enemy. 


ZUCCARELLI, Georges 
Aged 39 years, journalist. 


Member of the Radical Party, Venerable of the Masonic 
Lodge "Le Droit Humain". In 1940 became co-editor of the 


collaborationist paper Les Nouveaux Temps. Condenmed by Paris 
Court of Justice on 23rd January 1945 to 10 years' penal 
servitude for intelligence with the enemy. 
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6th Mar. 1945 


, Bs France 


rest of Mor jeieu vet's son for 


| Reports the arre nt on sth arch ef Monsieur Yves 
Bayet, principal assistant of the Paris Prefect of 
Police, and son of Monsieur Albert Bayet, President 

of the National Federation 'of the Press. Discusses 

his activities and adds that the arrest was the more 
sensational because it took place on the same day as 
his father's speech attacking the government, but there 
is believed to be no connexion between the two events. 
The arrest is thought to have been engineered by the 
family's enemies, including important press interests. 
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(EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr, Duff . D. 22nd March e : 
No. 155 SA 


22nd March,1945,. Re 1.20 pom, 25th March PAs 


: BZLLE been. ify 
Some stir has been caused in Paris the arrest on 
9th Mareh of M. Yves Bayet pesnespe: 09 tant of the 
Paris Prefect of Police and Albert Bayet, President 
of the National Federation of the Press, on charges arising 
out of "+ investigation of Vichy énti-communist police 
activit in the Nantes Area. 


2. Yves Bayet held various administrative hy under 
Vichy, but he was in fact an important member of 7g 
called des Administrations Publiques" EB 
by the Algiers Commissariat of the Interior with the 
penetration of the Vichy administration. As such, he 

naturally took care to cover his traces by a show of 
considerable Pétainist zeal and it is quite “probeble that he 
found himself obliged on occasion to assist at the 
interrogation: of suspects arrested by the political gipenee- 
In spite of this the real value of nervices 
Resistance is confirmed by all who worked with him before 
the Liberation. 


5. The arrest was all the more sensational because on 
te 7 Sree, the day on which the warrant was actually 
aimed 4ibe Bayet made a in the debate in the 
Co tative rt Bayet on the timates of the Ministry of 
Information in which he S rong attacked the Goverment, 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


226. 


Please see the Prime Minister's minute 
attached about the alleged secret agreement with 
Pétain, and the minutes by the ph acta as of | 
State and Mr. Dixon thereon. 


I take it that the Prime Minister agrees to 
our proposal for an inspired Parliamentary 
Question. I attach a draft. If it is approved 


it should be telegraphed to Lord Halifax for his 
concurrence since we have promised to consult 
him. It should then presumably be sent to Mr. 
Duff Cooper with instructions to communicate 

the text to M. Bidault and to tell him the 

date when the statement will be made. fThis 
ought to be timed so as to allow M. Bidault: to 
comment aB he wishes, but I do not think that 

we need seek his comments orm ask his concurrence. 


As regards Mr. Dixon's minute, the memorand 
um which the Secretary of State sent to the 
Prime Minister has not been given further , 
circulation. Mr. Duff Cooper and Lord Halifax 


were gent a rather fuller documentation of the 


case in which the offending passage did not 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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I quite agree with the action you propose about 


this matter which anyhow is of né Significance. I am 


FOREIGN SECRETARY 


struck however by the reference in the Foreign Office note 
#, A to Flandin which I have marked "no*. It would be an unfair 
: deduction that Flandin was responsible for breaking off the 
negotiations. He may well have heard that they were in 
progress and have come into office in the hopes of carrying 
them further. He was very soon turned out of office on the 
demand of the Germans because they saw quite clearly he was 


not their man. Considering how ill-used this distinguished 


Frenchman has been on frivolous and gunn charges, I 
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cannot see why $d-should not have used ,in ‘his defence the — 
Rougier material. I shall certainly defend him in public 
if he is sentenced to death or a long term of solitary 


confinement and express my disgust at his treatment. I do not 


ink it is a good principle to hit a man when he 


down. 
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Repeated to Paris No. 518 Saving 
Egege , 
Your telegram No. 1515 [of March 7th: alleged 
pact with Pétain). 


As interest in this story seems to have dropped, 


I do not propose to inspire a Parliamentary Question 
at present. We are however in a position to make a 
statement at short notice if the need arises, 


Following document(s) retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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French dissatisfaction with the progress of the Purge 
Refers to Paris despatch No. 11 of 4th January 
(Z 525/255/17) and encloses the “Journal Officiel" 
Nose 6-9, giving a copy of a full record of the 
debate on the Ministry of Justice Estimates, 
referred to in Paris telegram Noe 109 saving (Z 2623/ 
14/17). ‘Summerises M. de Menthon's speech on the 
progress of the Purge, and discusses the Government's 
difficulties, adding that althought an honest attempt | 
to deal with the problem has been made, no one in 
France is satisfied with the result. No major 
economic collaborators have been brought to justice 
to justice but un-important offenders have been 
Copied Lyons, Marseilles, Nice and brdeaux. 
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A copy has been sent 
to The King. 


Despatch Section. 
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__ March 30, 1945. 
CONFIDENTIAL. a eegsiay Section 1. 
[Z 4105/256/17} : Copy No. . 
Mr. Duff Cooper to Mr. Eden.—(Received 30th March.) 
0. 338. | . } 
Gir Paris, 2nd March, 1945. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 12 of the 4th January, I have the 
honour to report that in his first speech in the debate, reported in my Saving 
telegram No. 109 of the 28rd February, a copy of the full record of which is 
enclosed,(") the Minister of Justice gave some interesting figures on the progress 
of the Purge. He said that at the time of the Liberation there were roughly ~ 
100,000 individuals under arrest throughout France for collaboration. Some 

' 15,000, including, of course, most of the worst offenders, had taken flight to 
Germany. There were about 100,000 more whose names figured, rightly or. 
wrongly, on the lists of the so-called ‘‘ anti-national groups, ° membership of 
which itself involves national mnegeny. In addition there were of course many 

. thousands of others who were suspect, however unjustly. 

2. M. de Menthon recalled that already before the Liberation the Govern- 


ment had decided to base the punishment of traitors on three principles :— 


(a) If the prosecution asked for sentences of imprisonment or death, the 
charges would be based on the law as it stood:on the 16th June, 1940, 
in fact on article 75 and the immediately following articles of the 
Penal Code. 

(6) Juries would be drawn from proved members of the Resistance. ee 

(c) For cases not covered by the laws of the Third Republic, they would 
establish the new crime of “‘ national indignity,’ with the punish- 
ment of ‘‘ national degradation.’’ 


Three special types of court would be set up, the High Court (modelled to some 
extent on the Senate High Court of the Third Republic), the ‘* Courts of 
Justice *’ and the ‘‘ Chambres Civiques.’’ Thus everyone accused of collabora- 
tion would be given -regular trial; with preliminary examination by a 
professional judge. All the essential rights of the defence would be retained 
and so would the procedure for appeals in cassation and for mercy. 

3. To carry out the above principles and to deal with the vast number of. 
accused, the Government had to set up a huge temporary judicial machine. In 
the twenty-seven ional Courts of Justice there were in all 125 separate 
panels. he ‘Chambres Civiques numbered about 100. In Paris there 
were seventeen panels of the Court of Justice and = Chambres - Civiques, 


one-third of the whole 


convic- 
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7 rie 
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relatively small number of. cases sent to them for trial, 3,500 of which had been 
disposed of by the 1st Feb . But they would shortly be swamped by the 
100,000. cases of those who had belonged to the anti-national groups. It was to 
meet this congestion that the ‘Government had introduced the summary procedure 
for withdrawing the right to vote from the accused without trying. A sine fully 
on the charge of national indignity. Later on the numbers of Chambres Civiques 
would be increased so that their work should be completed at latest by the 
ist September. M. de Menthon had naturally little to say about the High Court, 
which -had not then sat, except to point out that many of those who should be 
tried before it were now in flight. In fact, only thirty-seven out of seventy 
accused are under ‘arrest or on bail. | ; bivce) 

9. In view of the enormous number of cases with which the Government 
was faced, it may well be considered no mean achievement to liquidate, by means 
of regular trials, the results of four years of German occupation within twelve 
months of the liberation of Paris. One of the Government’s most serious 
difficulties has been the severe shortage of professional judges, the French 
Magistrature being now 25 per cent, below its proper strength. To staff the 
Courts of Justice the Government have introduced a wide range of measures in 
order to make a more economical use of the available judges. The most important 
of these measures is the institution of a single judge in courts of first instance, 
a change which goes to the roots of the fren judicial system and is still a 
matter of considerable controversy. The Government hope thus to raise. the 
number of judges engaged on the purge trials to 1,000. This is nearly half 
the present ‘otal memabalelitn of the professional magistrature in France, excluding , 
police court magistrates (Juges de Paix), from which it will easily be seen how 
very severe is the strain imposed on the French judicial system by the Purge 
trials. Another serious difficulty is the strain on the prison system. The prisons, 
already overcrowded, particularly since transportation ceased, are now utterly 
inadequate. There is also a lack of warders, and many who joined the service 
only to escape going to Germany have been compelled to remain unwillingly at 
their posts. 3 

6. But though the dispassionate observer may conclude that the Government 
have made aevery honest attempt to deal with an exceedingly difficult problem, 
they have certainly failed to satisfy anyone in France. The attitude of the 
Resistance and the Left was recently well summarised in an article in Combat, 
a paper which now contains the best reasoned and most authoritative criticisms 
of the Government. Albert Camus wrote: “‘ It is now too late. Journalists 
who deserved less will continue to be condemned to death. Recruiting agents 
who defend themselves ably will be acquitted : and tired of such uncertain justice, 
the people will continue to intervene from time to time in matters that should 
not concern it. A certain native good sense will save us from the worst eXCesses, 
fatigue and indifference will do the rest.... Yet a ag | which bungles its 
Purge is preparing to bungle its reconstruction.’’ The fundamental reason 
for the dissatisfaction of the Left is the undoubtedly justified belief that 
M. de Menthon, however good his intentions, has shown a serious lack of firmness 
and drive, with the result that the machinery of the purge trials took too long 
to get going and still works too slowly and too uncertainly. The critics maintain 
that the spirit of Vichy is still far-too strong in the courts and in the Ministry 
of. Justice. It was, for instance, only in February that the prosecutor at the 
Riom trials was obliged to retire from his post at the Court. of Cassation. A 
Case quoted in the debate as a typical instance of the state of mind which is 
said to reign among too many judges, was the refusal of the Paris Court of 
Appeal to quash the conviction of four young members of the Resistance who 
in 1942 were tried (and subsequently shot) for stealing stocks of food which they 
distributed to the Resistance. Another cause of complaint is the wide variation 
in the sentences given by different courts and even by different panels of the same 
court, although, as M. de. Menthon pointed out, this is an inevitable con uence 
of leaving the courts complete freedom of decision. In this connexion the Minister 
was attacked for penalising the zealous magistrates of the court at Aix-en-. 
Provence, who at. one time Shad dealt with one-sixth “i all the cases tried in 
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ures of the. Vichy ph Sa . It seems likely, owever, that the Esteva trial’ wi 
strengthen thé view, which was put forward in the debate, that the right course 
would have been to have begun with the trial of Pétain himself, even in his 
absence. There is certainly force in the argument that it is illogical to try senior 
officers who were acting.on Pétain’s orders, so long as he himself has not been 
convicted,. At Admiral Esteva’s trial the aged Procurator-General, M. Monnet 
who prosecuted Mata Hari and Bola Pasha, announced that Pétain would be tried 
in absentia within two months. : 7 

‘8... The worst feature of the Government’s record as regards the Purge is 
certainly its failure to bring to justice a single major economic collaborator. 
M. de Menthon was able to quote the names of a number of big business figures 
who are under arrest, but although after five months’ investigation of the 
Magquis des Chiffres, 1,200 cases are pending, not one case has been brought to 
trial. Failure to produce results in this sphere is important at a time when a 
vocal section of the Resistance is beginning to question the sincerity of Maurice 
Schumann’s diatribes against major economic collaborators, which were a greatly 
appreciated item of the B.B.C.’s. programme for two years, and were widely 
interpreted in France as a pronouncement of the Provisional Government's 
policy. The process of auditing accounts and collecting commercial and industrial 
evidence is necessarily protracted, but since the local committees set up to 
confiscate illicit profits have already tried more than 5,000 cases and confiscated 
a milliard of francs, there is no very obvious reason why some of the major figures 
who financed the treason of men like Darnand, Brasillach, Suarez and Stephan 
Lauzanne, should not already have been brought to court. This situation gives 
the Communists a heaven-sent opportunity for propaganda of which they make 
the most on every occasion. They have always made a point. of demanding the 
confiscation of businesses of economic collaborators, a programme which enables 
them to evade the awkward issue of compensation for nationalised enterprises, 
and they have recently tabled a motion in the Assembly calling for the trial of 
the directors of four big banks, the Crédit Lyonnais, the Comptoir National 
d’Escompte, the Société Générale and the Banque Nationale pour le Commerce 
et l’Industrie on charges of intelligence with the enemy. The motion has not 
yet been discussed by the Assembly and the Government have doubtless no inten- 
tion of acting on it. But it certainly does seem important that they should press 
on with the punishment of wealthy economic collaborators if they are to avoid 
the charge of choosing a few prominent journalists and officials as scapegoats 
in order that the mass of well-to-do collaborators shall escape scot-free. 

9, On the other side there is the body of opinion which considers that the 
Government’s Purge policy is far too severe and which would like to put a quick 
end to the whole business of the Purge,trials, apart perhaps from the punishment 
of a few outstanding figures. Many of the exponents of this view are doubtless 
self-interested. Of its honest advocates, by far the most effective is Francois 
Mauriac, whose articles eloquently express.the horror which he feels at the idea 
of the punishment of upwards of 200,000 Frenchmen for their record under the 
occupation. The criticism from the Right of the Government’s purge policy has 
recently been powerfully reinforced by an important memorandum submitted to 
the Government on behalf of the Council of the Paris Bar, by its bdétonnier, 
Me. Charpentier, who defended M. Paul “ier at Riom and was a member 
of the Comité Général d’Etudes, the small body in which M. de Menthon, 
M. Teitgen and other leading intellectuals in the Resistance met. and worked 
out the basis of much of the legislation enacted at Algiers and since the liberation. 
The council, after recalling that the Government promised the complete 
re-establishment of republican liberties, declares that this is far from being 
achieved, and calls for a number of changes in the present judicial system: They 
ask in particular that in the courts of justice .the defence shall have the right 
to object to members of the jury, that the control of the Court of Cassation over 
all Peoria courts shall be re-established, that administrative internment shall 
only © imposed after a full examination of the charges before a Commission 
which will ensure the rights of the defence, and that these rights shall also be 
resto red in proceedings before the committees for the confiscation of ‘illegal 
profits. This memorandum, which actually applies to the Purge courts the term 

uridictions. a eerie normally used of the hated ‘special courts set up — 
under “Vichy, has been warmly welcomed in the’ Radical-Socialist and Right 
press. But the Government, being under fire from the Left for slowing up the 
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ge trials by insisting on too much judicial paraphernalia, is utilikely:to make 
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doubtless wise to pursue a middle course, at the price of satisfying neither side. 

102 While’ all are agreed that the Purge is too slow, it Seems on‘ the whole 
probable that more people consider that it is too mild than that’it is too-vindictive. 
As reported in my eter No. 11, the most sinister result’ of public dissatisfac- 
tion is the frequency of lynchings, which continued to take place during the early 
weeks of the year, mostly in the south. (The’ courts in the south seem to have 
been’ more severe than in the north, and a correspondingly be number of their 
death sentences have been commuted.) There were -lynchings“at Annecy, 
Annemasse, Roanne, Rodez, Béziers;: Bourg and two particularly bad cases at 
Gap, where twelve people were involved. In this connexion it is of interest’ that 
M. André Philip said in‘the Assembly some time ago that’one lasting legacy of 
the demarcation line was that there was now far less respect for authority in the 
south than in the north of France. In the occupied zone the Administration, being 
brought immediately in contact with the Germans, had on the whdle resisted so 
far as it could and had thus kept the respect of the population. In the south, 
because orders came from French authorities in Vichy by Novembér 1942, officials 
had acquired the habit of collaboration which persisted under the occupation, so 
that they. were much more identified in the public mind with collaboration than 
were officials in the north. Most of the lynchings have been carried out by small 
armed bands, but- in the most notable case, which occurred at Dijon on the 
15th February, an ex-commissaire of police, whose trial had been adjourned 
sine die in the alleged interests of political deportees in Germany, was dragged 
by a large crowd from the prison and hanged on a lamp-post. It is satisfactory 
that the press in general now condemns these incidents and that action is now 
possible against their perpetrators. A gang of some ‘twenty individuals 
responsible for summary executions in the south was recently arrested. During 
the last few weeks no further lynchings have been reported. 

11. The conviction and sentence to terms of imprisonment of three F.F.I. 
officers involved in the grave incidents at Maubeuge last October, which were 
hushed up at the time, has assumed considerable political importance. As the 
result of violent demonstrations against a number of prominent collaborators 
imprisoned at Maubeuge, five of the leading figures were tried and sentenced 
to death at a summary midnight court-martial. Two-were reprieved by 
General de Gaulle, but were shot in the prison on the orders of the F.F.I. officer 
in command at Maubeuge, who, under the name of “‘ Prosper,’’ had been the 
leading figure in the Resistance of the district. In the Assembly debate on the 
Ministry of Justice, Father man 8 a priest who represents the Front National, 
a amid loud applause on behalf of his movement, demanded the revision 
of the sentences, on the ground that if Prosper had not acted as he did, the 
mob, infuriated by the reprieve of two hated :-collaborators, would have stormed 
the prison and lynched all:the other prisoners, many of whom were minor offenders. 
General de Gaulle is, however, not the man to yield to pressure of this kind and it 
is believed that the agitation on behalf of these officers has only made him abandon, 
at least for the present, his intention of pardoning them after a decent interval. 

12. It should not be forgotten that the Purge trials impose a very special 
burden on General de Gaulle himself, since, as Acting Head of the ‘State, he 


holds the right of pardon and reprieve. As a devout Catholic he takes this 
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While the number of death sentences remains high, it is now falling, as would 
be expected in proportion to the total number of trials held. The Government 
has evidently maintained the decision, announced at the same time, to complete 
the Purge of civil servants by the 15th February for the Central Administration, - 
and the 15th March for the Provincial Administrative services. Figures have been 
published for a number of Ministries. In the Ministry of Information 372 out 
of a total of 500 officials incurred varying penalties, and in the Ministry of the 
Interior 77 out of 231 higher officials were removed. One eighth of the members 
of the French Magistrature have been removed or suspended, and one-quarter 
of the members and higher staff of the Conseil d’Etat. It is clear from these 
figures that the administrative Purge has not been a pure formality. 

14. It should indeed be a happy day for France when the Government can 
announce that the Purge trials too are completed. Yet in spite of all the dis- 
satisfaction about the Purge, it is difficult to see how the Government could have 
adopted any radically different policy. Some critics say that there should have 
been a large number of quick trials of the major offenders right at the start 
(as, for instance, in the case of Admiral Platon who was tried and condemned 
by a summary self-constituted court in a maquis) and then a general amnesty. 
But there would certainly have been a great outcry against such illegal methods. 
To those who say that they are too severe on the small fry, the Government can 
answer that the great majority of these 2s i are real traitors, Gestapo spies, 
delators and so on, very many of them directly responsible for the death, torture 
or imprisonment of Frenchmen. There may be more force in the objection that 
the severe penalty of ‘‘ national degradation ’’ is too much to inflict on 100,000 
or more members of collaborationist groups. Yet, can the new French democracy 
safely allow the very considerable number of convinced Fascists to keep their 
political rights? The sufferings of the occupation period have left so much 
bitterness behind that if the Government had not n severe in punishing 
collaboration, there would certainly have been serious trouble. As it is there have 
been far too many lynchings of reprieved collaborators. The worst feature of the 
Government’s record is the failure to punish economic collaborators. But even 
in this case the Government has the genuine excuse that it is the economic 
collaborator whose real guilt is most.difficult to prove, since he can so often argue 
that by working or pretending to work for the enemy, he was saving his work- 


people or his plant from removal to Germany. In all the circumstances one is 
forced to the conclusion that the right course for the Government is to go ahead 
as vigorously as possible on the lines it has set itself, in the hope that within 
a reasonable time passions will have cooled sufficiently to make possible an amnesty 
on a very large scale. 3 | 

I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s consular officers at 


Lyons, Marseilles, Nice and Bordeaux. 
I have, &c. 
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With reference to my despatch No.v1 of the 4th Jan >» L have the 
honour “to report that in his first speech in the debate zeported in my 
saving telegram No. 109 of the 23rd February, a copy of the full record 
of which is enclosed the Minister of Justice gave some interesting figures 
on the progress of the Purge. He said that at the time of the Liberation 
there were roughly 100,000 individuals under arrest throughout France for 
collaboration, Some 15,000, including of course most of the worst 
offenders, had taken flight to Germany, There were about 100,000 more 
whose names figured, rightly or wrongly, on the lists of the so-called 
"“anti-national Groups", membership of which itself involves national 


indignity. In addition there were of course many thousands of others 
who were suspect, however unjustly. 


Ze Menerem de Mienthon recalled that already before the Liberation the 


Government had decided to base the punishment of traitors on three 
principles: 


(a) If the prosecution asked for sentences of imprisonment or death, 
| the charges would be based on the law as it stood on June 16th 1940, in 
fact on Article 75 and the immediately following articles of the Penal Code, 


te ries would be “ante from-proved au , Resistance, 
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(c) For cases not covered by the laws of the Third Republic, they 
would establish the new crime of "national indignity", with the punishment 
| . of “national degradation", 

Three special types of court would be set up, the High Court (modelled to 
some extent on the Senate High Court of the Third Republic), the "Courts 
of Justice" and the "Chambres Civiques". Thus everyone accused of 
collaboration would be given regular trial, with preliminary examination 
by a professional judge. All the essential rights of the defence would 
be retained and so would the procedure for appeals in cassation and for 
MCrcy. 


3.  # To carry out the above principles and to deal with the vast number 
of accused, the Government had to set up a huge temporary judicial machine, 
In the 27 Regional Courts of Justice there were in all 125 separate panels. 
The Chambres Civiques numbered about a hundred, In Paris there were 17 
panels of the Court of Justice and 8 Chambres Civiques, comprising 152 of 
the 713 professional magistrates (one third of the. whole Magistrature) 
who are now employed in the Courts of Justice, The Minister estimated 
that the total number of cases to be dealt with by the Courts of Justice 
was 60,000. On the 1st January, 4,000 had been tried, on the ist Pebruary 
6,000 and 7,053. (On the 1st March the total was — 
| venty-four death sentences had beeh pronc 


. 


\ 


Govt. 
> ae As 4 
\ « a 
tL 

4 

- i) 


Po. * % t a 
- U 
» ‘ 
= : 


» md 


a + 
7 
. 
% 


- 4 >: ay, 
ar Kir teen 2. cee me Seaktig ¢ ; : be i 5+. a : v sail Pe es teh & 4 > j al 
c, a a LS agile é 4 4 2 tat. i a. = ~ te 4 i ~~ 4 7 R ov Wh $ - 
xs > ‘ . : “e i ee f a e oe te ts that. he), te eae i oy ee : ¢ Paden : : 
¢. , t. , ~ ei OF EN? A gt 2¥ Py a Fug a oe x! oot Des pe Fy 
‘ whp* eae ae ss" ee) a wap: Cae ee Ts ee, ze anes S %. 4 ~ gi re, »- ow bal Re 7k 4a) 4 ‘ aes 
i TP ay 4 ig oe r * vVeree <% ap 0 0 ge " a TA, id aay at = pe 2 ee 
x 


niet Soho «te: Ae 
ate ae ee 
Pet oe aS Bi Boe 


8 BE hay SPE eee Oe 
Pat, 6 PL De ah pe A 
pe mene sk hp anlar an kellie le nip ede g 
a . > 
ME tl Pa 


ely BEN laine cchai see 
ae ‘ 


rs eee , omy ‘le af ne 


number of cases sent for trial was already felling off and that it could 
be expected that half of the total number of cases would be tried before 
the 1st April and virtually all before the ist August. In many departments 
the whole business would be completed by the 1st May; which would enable 
them to transfer judges to the congested Lourts, In this way they hoped 
that the Court of the Department of the seine, which had to deal with 


about a quarter of all the cases in France, would have completed its work 
by the ist July. 


4. Monsieur de Menthon admitted that the situation as regards thé 
Chambres Civiques was less satisfactory, These had so far dealt adequately 
with the relatively small number of cases sent to them for trial, 3,500 
of which had been disposed of by the ist February, But they would shortly 
be swamped by the 100,000 cases of those who had belonged to the anti- 
national groups. It was to meet this congestion that the Government had 
introduced the summary procedure for withdrawing the right to vote from 
the accused without trying them fully on the charge of national indignity. 
Later on the numbers of Chambres Civiques would be increased so that 

their work should be completed at latest by the ist September. Monsieur 
de Menthon had naturally little to say about the High Court, which had 

not then sat, except to point out that many of those who should be tried 
before it, were now in flight. In fact only 47 out of 70 accused are 
under arrest or on bail, 


5- In view of the enormous number of cases with which the Government 
was faced, it may well be considered no mean achievement to liquidate, 
by means of regular trials the results of four years of German occupation 
within twelve months of the liberation of Paris. One of the Government's 
most serious difficulties has been the severe shortage of professional 
judges, the French Magistrature being now 25% below its proper strength. 
To staff the Courts of Justice the Government have introduced a wide 
_range of measures in order to make a more economical use of the available 
judges. The most important of these measures is the institution of a 
single judge in Courts of First Instance, a change which goes to the roots 
of the French judicial system and is still a matter of considerable 
controversy. The Government hope thus to raise the number of judges 
engaced on the Purge trials to 1,000. This is nearly half the present 
total membership of the professional Magistrature in France, excluding 
police court magistrates (Juges de Paix), fron which it will easily be 
seen how very severe is the strain imposed on the French judicial system 
by the Purge trials. Another serious difficulty is the strain on the 
prison system. The prisons, already overcrowded, particularly since 
transportation ceased, are now utterly inadequate. There is also a lack | 
of warders and many who joined the service only to escape going to Gemnany, 
have been compelled to remain unwillingly at their posts. 


6. But though the dispassionate observer may conclude that the 
Government have made a very honest attempt to deal with an exceedingly 
difficult problem, they have certainly failed to satisfy anyone in 
France, The attitude of the Resistance and the Left was recently well = : 
summarised in an article in Combat, a paper which now contains the best. = | 
reasoned and most authoritative icisms of the Government. Albert | 
Camus wrote: “It is now too late. ‘Journalists who deserved less will 
Recruiting agents who defend 

and tired of such uncertain justice, 
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however good his intentions, has shown a serious lack of fixrmmess and drive, 
with the result that the machinery of the Purge trials took too long to 
A, get going and still works too slowly and too uncertainly, The critics 
- maintein that the spirit of Vichy is still far too strong in the Courts 
and in the Ministry of Justice, It was for instance only in February 
that the prosecutor at the Riom trials was obliged to retire from his 
post at the Court of Cassation, A case quoted in the debate as a typical 
instance of the state of mind which is said to reign among too many judges, 
was the refusal of the Paris Court of Appeal to quash the conviction of 
four young members of the Resistance who in 194.2 were tried (and subsequently 
shot) for stealing stocks of food which they distributed to the Resistance, 
Another cause of complaint is the wide variation in the sentences given by 
different:Courts and even by different panels of the same Court, although, 
as Monsieur de Menthon pointed out, this is an inevitable consequence of 
leaving the Courts complete freedom of decision. In this connection the 
Minister was attacked for pénalising the zealous iagistrates of the Court’ 
at Aix-en-Provence, who at one time had dealt with one-sixth of all the 
cases tried in France, but wno were then transferred to inferior posts. 
7. ‘The most serious cause of dissatisfaction is the feeling that the 
Purge is falling much more heavily on the small fry than on the leaders 
of collaboration, that some of the worst offenders are still at liberty or 
are not being tried, that certain others who are known to be in France, 
such as Prouvost, Carbuccia and Baudouin, are able to evade arrest with 
suppicious facility, and especially that very little progress is being 
made with the punishment of econamic collaborators, The High Court has 
t last opened with the trial of Admiral Esteva, on which ave reported 
separately, and it will presumably now try a series of leading figures of 
the Vichy regime, It seems likely, however, that the Esteva trial will 
strengthen the view, which was put forward in the debate, that the right 
course would have been to have begun with the trial of Pétain himself, even 
in his absence. There is certainly force in the argument that it is 
illogical to try senior officers who were acting on Pétain's orders’;so 
long as he himself has not been convicted, At Admiral E std¥e' s trial the 
aged Procurator General, Monsieur Monnet, who prosecuted Mata Hafilr) and. 
Beka Pasha, announced that P&tain would be tried in absentia within two 
months. 


8. The worst feature of the Government's record as regards the Purge 
is certainly its failure to bring to justice a single major economic | 
collaborator, Memedemi de Menthon was able to quote the names of a number 
of Big Business Pigures who are under arrest, but although after five 
months investigation of the "Maquis des Chiffres", 1,200 cases are pending, 
not one case has been brought to trial, Failure to produce results in 
this sphere is important at a time when a vocal section of the Resistance 
is beginning to question the sincerity of Maurice Schumann's diatribes 
ageinst major apy au collaborators, which were a greatly appreciated 
item of the B.B.C.'s programme for two years, and were widely ee 
in France as a pronouncement of the Provisional Government's policy. | 
process of auditing accounts and collecting commercial codeinteadeeia 
evidence is necessarily protracted, but since the local camittees set: 
up to confiscate illicit profits have already tried more than 5 ,000 cases 
and confiscated a milliard of francs, there is no very Obvious reason = 
why some of the major” figures who financed the treason of men like Darnand 
and. Stephan n Lauzanne » should not already have a 
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d'Escompte, the Société Générale and the Banque Nationale pour le Camerce 
et l'industrie on charges of intelligence with the enemy, The motion has 
not yet been discussed by the Assembly and the Government have doubtless no 
intention of acting on it. But it certainly does seen important that they 
should press on with the punishment of wealthy econamic collaborators if 
they are to avoid the charge of choosing a few prominent journalists and 


officials as scapegoats, in order that the mass of well-to-do collaborators 
shall escape scot-free, 


Se On the other side there is the body of opinion which considers that 
the Government's purge policy is far too severe and which would like to 

put a quick end to the whole business of the Purge trials, apart perhaps 
from the punishment of a few outstanding figures. Many of the exponents 

of this view are doubtless self-interested, Of its honest advocates, by 
far the most effective is Frangeis Mauriac, whose articles eloquently express 
the horror which he feels at the idea of the punishment of upwards of two 
hundred thousand Frenchmen for their record under the occupation. The 
criticism from the Right of the Government's purge policy has recently been 
powerfully reinforced by an important memorandum submitted to the Goverment 
on behalf of the Council of the Paris Bar, by its "Bb&atonnier", Me. 
Charpentier, who defended Monsieur Paul Reynaud at Riom and was a member 

of the Comité Général d'Etudes, the small body in which Monsieur de Menthon, 
lMionsieur Teitgen and other leading intellectuals in the Resistance met and 
worked out the basis of much of the legislation enacted at Algiers and 
Since the Liberation, The Council, after recalling that the Governnent 
promised the complete re-establishment of republican liberties, declares 
that this is far from being achieved, and calls for a muwaber of changes in 
the present judicial system, They ask in particular that in the Courts of 
Justice the defence shall have the right to object to members of the jury, 
that the control of the Court of Cassation over all special courts shall be 
re-established, that administrative internment shall only be imposed after 
a full examination of the charges before a Commission which will ensure the 
rights of the defence, and that these rights shall also be restored in 
proceedings before the Committees for the confiscation of illegal profits. 
This memorandum, which actually applies to the Purge courts the tem 
"Juridictions d'exception"™ normally used of the hated special courts set™ 
up under Vichy, has been warmly welcomed in the Radical-Socialist and Right 
press. But the Government, being under fire from the Left for slowing up 
the Purge trials by insisting on too much judicial paraphernalia, is 
unlikely to make many concessions to this point of view. Between opinions 
so divided it is doubtless wise to pursue a middle course, at the price of 
satisfying neither side, Xan 4 =e, bat eee 
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10. While all are agreed that the Purge is tog’ slow, it seems on the whole 
} : --prebable that more people consider that it ig’ too mild than that it is too 
Z vindictive. As reported in my despatch No.11, the most sinister result of 
3 public dissatisfaction is the frequency of lynchings, which continued to 
Saree, take place during the early weeks of the year, mostly in the south. ( The 

e ) Courts in the south seem to have been more severe than in the north, and 

gs a correspondingly large mitiber of their death sentences have been commuted). 

There were lynchings at Annecy, Annemasse, Roanne, Rodez, Beziers, Bourg 

a and two particularly bad cases at Gap, where twélve people were involved, 

4 In this connection it is of interest that Mgnetewr André Philip said in the ~ 
q Assembly some time ago that one lasting legacy of the demarcation line j 
was that there was now far less respect for authority in the south than in é 
the north of France. In the occupied zone the administration, being brought 
immediately in contact with the Germans, had on the whole resisted so far 
as it could and had thus kept the respect of the population, In the south, — 
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because orders came fran French authorities in Vichy by November 1942 , 
officials had acquired the habit of collaboration which persisted under 

the occupation, so that they were much more identified in the public mind 
with collaboration than were officials in the north, Most of the lynchings 
have been carried out by sinall amned bands, but in the most notable case, 
which occurred at Dijon on the 15th February , an ex-Cammissaire of Police, : 
whose trial had been adjourned sine die in the alleged interests of 
political deportees in Germany, was dragged by a large crowd from the 
prison and hanged on a lamppost. It is satisfactory that the press in 
general now condemns these incidents and that action is now possible against 
their perpetrators, <A gang of some twenty individuals responsible for 
summary executions in the south was recently arrested. During the last 

few weeks no further lynchings have been reported. 


11, The conviction and sentence totems of imprisonnent of three F.F.I, 
officers involved in the grave incidents at Maubeuge last October, which 
were hushed up at the time, has assumed considerable political importance. 
As the result of violent demonstrations against a number of prominént 
collaborators imprisoned at lhiaubeuge, five of the leading figures were 
Q tried and sentenced to death at a summary midnight court-martial. Two 


were reprieved by General de Gaulle, but were shot in the prison on the 
orders of the I'.F.I. officer in command at Maubeuge, who, under the name 
of “Prosper”, had been the leading figure in the Resistance of the district. 
In the Assembly debate on the Ministry of Justice, Father Philippe, a 
priest who represents the Front National, speaking amid loud applause on 
behalf of his movement, demanded the revision of the sentences, on the 
ground that if Prosper had not acted as he did, the mob, infuriated by the 
reprieve of two hated collaborators, would have stormed "the prison and 
lynched all the other prisoners, many of whom were minor offenders, 
General de Gaulle is however not the man to yield to pressure of this 

kind and it is believed that the agitation on behalf of these officers 

has only made him abandon, at least for the present, his intention of 
pardoning them after a decent interval. 


126 It should not be forgotten that the Purge trials impose 4 very 
special burden on General de Gaulle himself, since, as Acting Head of the 
State, he holds the right of pardon and reprieve, As a devout Catholic 
he takes this responsibility very seriously indeed, He devotes two 
evenings a week to considering appeals for mercy and goes meticulously 
into each case, often interviewing the Counsel for the. defence and working 
far into the night. He permits/no discussion of the decisions which his 
conscience dictates. Speaking the debate after the General's speech 
on the Government's internal policy on the 2nd March, Monsieur Daniel 
Mayer criticised the use made of the power of reprieve and,-in particular 
the reprieve of Béraud. General de Gaulle interrupted him ana , speaking 
with much dignity, said that he could not enter into any discussion on 
this subject, which Monsieur Mayer had the good sense to drop at once, 


13. It is therefore easy to understand that General de Gaulle should have 
wished to set a term to the more serious Purge trials by announcing on 
the 23xa January that those in which proceedings had already begun and 
in whiéh the prosecution would ask for a death sentence, must be complete 
by the ist May. The National Council of Resistance, ‘feering that some 
sort of amnesty for collaborators was contemplated, sent a.delegation to 
| the Minister of Justice, who assured them that the decision would in no 
a way protect those who had gone to earth to avoid arrest or who had taken 
refuge from justice in Germany. It remains to be seen whether the 
Government. will be able to stand by this dates) Wale the number of death yy 
remains high, it is now cciane's as woul xpected, in. 
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services, Figures have been published for a number 6f Ministries, 
In the Ministry of Information 572 out of a total of 500 officials 
incurred varying penalties, and in the Ministry of the Interior 77 

out of 251 higher officials were removed, One eighth of the members 
of the French Magistrature have been removed or suspended, and one- 
quarter of the members and higher staff of the Conseil ad‘ Btat, It 

is clear fron these figures that the administrative purge has not been 
& pure formality. 


1h. it snould indeed be a happy day for France when the Government can 
announce that the Purge trials too are completed. Yet in spite of all 
the dissatisfaetion about the Purge, it is difficult to see how the 
Government could have adopted any radically different policy. Some 
critics say that there should have been a large number of quick trials 
of the major offenders right at the start (as for instance in the case 


of Admiral Platon who was tried and condemned by a sumnary self-constituted 


court in a maquis) and then a general amnesty. But there would certainly 
have been a great outcry against such illegal methods, To those who say 
that they are too severe on the small fry, the Goveznment can answer that 
the great majority of these people are real traitors, Gestapo spies, 
delators and so on, very many of them directly responsible for the death, 
torture or imprisonment of Frenchmen, There may be more force in the 
objection that the severe penalty of "national degradation" is too much 
to inflict on 100,000 or more members of collaborationist groups. Yet 
can the new French democracy safely allow the very considerable number 
of convinced Fascists to keep their political rights? The sufferings 

of the occupation period have left so much bitterness behind that if the 
Governient had not been severe in punishing collaboration, there would 
certainly have been serious trouble. As it is there have been far too 
man: lynchings of reprieved collaborators, The-worst feature of the 
Goveinment's record is the failure to punish economic collaborators. 

But even in this case the Government has the genuine excuse that it is 
the economic collaborator whose real guilt is “most difficult to prove, 
since he can so often argue that by working or pretending to work for 
the enemy, he was saving his workpeople or his plant from removal to 
Germany. In all the circumstances one is forced to the conclusion 

that the right course for the Government is to go ahead as vigorously as 
possible on the lines it has set itself, in the hope that within a 
reasonable time passions will have cooled sufficiently to make possible 


an “emmesty on a very large scale, 


I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Consular 
Officers at Lyons, Marseilles, Nice and Bordeaux, 


L have > | Q t, 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch 
honour to report thet in his first 


Saving telegram No, 109 of the 25r4 February 
of which is enclosed, the Minister of 


» Tightly or wrongly, on the lis 
“antienational Groups", membership of which itself involves national 
indignity, Im addition there were of course many thousands of others 
who were suspect, however unjustly. 


2. Monsieur de Mentha recalled that already before the Liberation the 
Government had decided to base the punishment of traitors on three 


principles: 


(a) If the prosecution asked for sentences of inprisomaent or death, 
the charges would be based on the lew as it stood on Jume 16th 1940, in 
fact on Article 75 and the immediately following articles of the Penal Code, 


(>) Juries would be drewn from proved members of the Resistance, 


(c) For cases not covered by the laws of the Third Republic, they 
would establish the new crime of “nationel indignity", with the punisiment 
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maber of cases sent for trial was already falling off and that it could 
be expected that half of the totel musber of oases would be tried before 
the ist April end virtually all before the ist August. In many departaente 
the whole business would be completed by the ist May, which would enable 
them to transfer judges to the congested Courts, In this way they hoped 
that the Court of the Department of the Seine, which had to deal with 
about a quarter of all the cases in France, would have completed its work 
by the ist July. 


4. Monsieur de MNenthon admitted that the situation as regards the 
Chambres Civiques was less satisfactory, These hai so far dealt adeqately 
with the relatively smell mauber of cases sent to then for trial, 3,500 
of which had been disposed of by the ist February, But they would shortly 
be swamped by the 100,000 eases of those who had belonged to the anti- 
national groups. It was to meet this congestion that the Goverment had 
introduced the summary precedure for withdrawing the right to vote fron 
the agoused without trying then fuliy om the charge of national indignity. 
Later on the numbers of Chambres Civiques would be increased so that 
their work should be completed at latest by the ist Septenuber., Monsieur 
de Menthon had naturally little to say about the High Court, which had 
not then sat, except to point out that many of those who should be tried 
before it, were now in flight. In fact oly 37 out of 70 accused are 
under arrest or on bail, 


5. In view of the enormous mauber of cases with which the Govermat 
wea faced, it may well be considered no mean achievement to liquidate, 
by means of regular trials the results of four years of German ogoupation 
within twelve gonths of the liberation of Paris. One of the Governagt's 
most serious difficulties has been the severe shertage of professional 
judges, the French Magistrature being now 25;. below ite proper strength. 
fo staff the Jourts of Justice the Government have introduced a wide 
range of measures in order to make a more economical use of the available 
judges. ‘The most importent of these measures is the institution of a 
single judge in Courts of First Instance, a change which goes to the roots 
of the French judicial system and is still a matter of considersble 
controversy. The Governmaent hope thus to raise the mamber of juiges 
engaged on the Purge trials to 1,000. This is nearly half the present 
total meubership of the professional strature in France, excluding 


by the Purge — oat 

rison system. ons 
conocer wd ovased, are now utterly inadequate. 
of warders and many who joined the service only to escape going to Germany, 


have been compelled to remain unwillingly et their posts. 


«je 


he spirit of Vichy is still far too strong in the Courts 
ena in the Ministry of Justice, It was for instance only in Yebruary 
that the prosequter at the Ricm trials was obliged to retire from his 
post at the Court of Cassation, A case quoted in the debate as a typical 
instence of the state of mind which is said to reign emong too many judges, 
wag the refusal of the Paris Court of Appeal to quash the conviction of 
four young meabers of the Resistance who in 194.2 were tried (and subsequently 
shot) for stealing stocks of food which they distributed to the Resistance, 
Another cause of complaint is the wide variation in the sentences given by 
different Courts and even by different panels of the sane Court, although, 
as Monsieur de ~epthon pointed out, this is an inevitable consequence of 
leaving the Courts complete freedom of dévision. in this connection the 
Winister wes attacked for penalising the sealous magistrates of the Court 
at Aix-en-i’rover-~, who at one time had dealt with one-sixth of all the 
oases tried in France, but who were then transferred to inferior posts. 


7. ‘The most serious cause of dissatisfaction is the feeling that the 
Parge is falling much more heavily om the small fry than on the leaders 
of collaboration, that some of the worst offenders are still at liberty or 
are not being tried, thet certain others who are known to be in Prence, 
such ag Prouvost, Carbuccia and Baudouin, are able to evade arrest with 
sugpicious facility, and especially that very little progress is being 
made with the punishment of econcamie collaborators. The High Court hes 
at last opened with the trial of Admirel isteva, on which I have reported 
separately, and it will presumably now try a series of leading figures of 
the Vichy regime. It seans likely, however, that the Zsteva trial will 
strengthen the view, which was put forward in the debate, that the right 
course would have been to have begun with the trial of Pétain himself, even 
in his absence, There is certainly force in the argument that it is 
illogical to try senior officers who were acting on PStain’s orders, so 
long as he himself has not been convicted, At Admiral Esteva's trial the 
aged Procurator General, iionsieur Monnet, who prosecuted lieta Hair and 
Bola Pasha, announced thet Stain would be tried in absentia within two 
months. 


8. The worst feature of the Govermment'’s record as regerds the Purge 
is certainly its failure to bring to justice a single major economic 
Monsieur de Menthon was able to quote the nemes of a muamber 


IF 


“he 


G*Recaupte, the S00ifté Générale ani the Banque Nationale pour le Camerce 
et 1"Industrie on charges of intelligence with the enexy. The motion hes 
not yet been discussed by the Asseably and the Govermaent have doubtless no 
intention of agting on it. But it certainly does scen important that they 
should press on with the punishment of wealthy econasic collaborators if 
they are to avoid the charge of choosing « few prominent journalists and 
officials as scapegoats, in order that the Mass of well-to-do collaborators 
shail escape soot-free, 


9. Mm the other side there is the body of opinion which considers that 

the Govermment’s purge policy is far too severe anf which would like to 

put a quick end to the whole business of the Purge trials, apart perhaps 
from the punishment of a few outatending figures, Many of the exponents 

of this view are doubtless self-interested, Of its honest advocates, by 
far the most effective is frangois Mauriac, whose articles sloquemtly cxpress 
the horror which he feels at the idea of +e punishnent of upwards of two 
hundred thousand Frenchmen for their record under the cocupation, The 
oritioiea from the Right of the Governnent’s purge policy has recently been 
powerfully xeinforeed by ean importent memorandun submitted to the Goverment 
on behalf of the Council of the Faris Bar, by its “bAtommier”, Me. 
Chazpentier, who defenied Mousieur Paul Reynoud at Riom and wes & member 

of the Comité Général d'Etudes, tie small body in which Monsieur de Menthon, 
Monsieur Teitgen and other leading intellectuals in the Resistance met and 
worked out the basis of auch of the legislation enacted at Algiers ané 
since the Liberation, The Vouncil, after recalling that the Government 
promised the complete re-establishment of republican liberties, declares 
that this is fax from being achieved, and calls for a maaber of changes in 
the present judicial system, They ask in particular that in the Courts of 
Justice the defence shail have the right to object to wembers of the juzy, 
that the control of the Court of Cassation over all special courts shall be 
re-established, that administrative internment shall only be imposed after 
a full examination of the charges before a CVomaission which will the 
rights of the defence, end that these rights shall also be restored in 


"“furidictions 4*exeeption" nomaliy used 
up under Vichy, has been warmly weloased 
press, But the Governsent, being under 


10. While all are agreed that 
probable that more people 
| » As reported 
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because orders came fram French authorities in Vichy by November 1942, 


of collaboration which persisted under 
that they were much more identified in the public mind 


fasgtory that the press in 
action is now possible against 
individuals responsible for 


south was recently arrested, During the 
few weeks no further lynohings have been reported, — 


The conviction and sentence totesms of imprisonmnaent of three /.).I. 
officers involved in the grave incidents eat Maubeuge last October, which 
were lushed up at the time, has assumed considerable political importance, 
As the result of violent demonstrations against a nuuber of prominent 


orders of the F.F.I. officer in comand at Maubeuge, who, under the name 

of "Prosper", had been the leading figure in the Resistance of the district. 
In the Asseably debate on the Ministry of Justice, Father Phil » & 
priest who represents the Front National, speaking emid loud on 
behalf of his movement, demanded the revision of the sentences, on the 
Prosper had not acted as he did, the mob, infuriated by the 


if 
two 
the 
Gaulle to yield to pressure of this 


on behalf of these officers 
the present, his intention of 


>» end onme- 
quarter of the menibers and higher steff of the Conseil a*#tat, 


tee It showld indeed be a happy day for France when the Governagt oan 
announce that the Purge trials too are 
the dissatisfaction about the Purge, it is 


court in a wagquis) and then a general amnesty, But there woul 
have been a great outery against such illegal mcthods,. To those who 
that they are too severe on the emall fry, the Governaet oan answer 
the great majority of these people are real traitors, Gestapo spies 
tors and so om, very many of them directly responsible for 
torture or imprisonment of Frenchmen, There may be more force 
ection that the severe penalty of “national degre@ation" is 
or more members of collaborationist 


certainly have been serious trouble. As it is there have been far too 
many lynohings of reprieved collaborators, The worst feature of the 
Government's recor’ is the failure to punish economic collaborators, 
But even in this case the Government has the genuine exouse that it is 
the eoomemic collaborator whose real guilt is most difficult to prove, 
sinee he can so often argue that by working or preten@ing to work for 
the enemy, he wes saving his workpeople or his plant from removal to 
Germany, In all the cirgwnstances one is forced to the conclusion 

as 


he lines it has set itself, in the hope that within a 
e time passions will have cooled sufficiently to make possibile 


ty on a very large scale. 


I am sending copies of this despateh to His Majesty’s Consular 
Officers at Lyons, Marseilles, Nice end Boréeceux, 


I have the honour to be, with great truth end suspect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, mumble. Servant, 


(36D) DUFF COOPER, 
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: 7. eg : 
EXCUSE 


M. le présitient. M. Le Brun s’excuse dé 
he pouveir assister & la séafice de ce jour. 


DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 
(Rappel.) 


M. le président. Je rappelle que j’ai regu, 
au cours de la précédente séance: 

De M. Laboureur, une proposition de 
résolution tendant a réformer .’organ!sa- 
tion du ministére du ravitaillement, ren- 
voyée 4 la commission de l’agricuiture et 
du ravitaillement; 

De M. Jules Moch et plusieurs de ses col- 
légues, une proposition de résolution 
tendant 4 créer un office nat:onal de lin- 
dustrie pharmaceutique, renvoyée 4 la 
commission de Vintérieur et de la santé 
publique ; 

De M. Dechartre et plusieurs de ses col- 
légues, une proposition de résolution con- 
cernant le payement des traitements et 
des pensions aux familles des déportés, 
renvoyée A Ja commission des prisonniers 
et déportés et des pensions. 

L’Assemblée voudra sans doute approu- 
ver le renvoi de ces propositions de réso- 
lution aux commissions susindiquées. (As- 
sentiment.) 


— 


BUDGET DES SERVICES CIVILS 
POUR L’EXERCICE 1945 


(Suite de la discussion.) 


M. le président. L’ordre du jour appelle 
la suite de la discussion de ]’avis sur le 

jet d’ordonnance portant fixution du 
cae get -des services civils pour l’exercice 
4945. 


TRAVAUX PUBLICS ET TRANSPORTS (suite). 


(Services des travaux publics 
et des transports.) 


M. le . Dans sa-séance d’hier, 
Assemblée a commencé |’examen du bu4- 
et des travaux publics et des transports 
services des travaux publics et trans- 
ports). . 

Dans la discussion générale, la parole est 
a M. Noguéres. | 

M. Louis Noguéres. Mesdames, Messieurs, 
le 14 décembre dernier, je me suis inquiétc 
aupré 


dres. M. le ministre des travaux publics 
m’a, alors, donné dés apaisements en. 
que ce port serait en état de 
artir de la 


re ’e son trafic normal & 
fin du mois de janvier, car il avait été 
entendu avec nos alliés que, dés cette 
époque, son trafic atteindrait 2.000 tonnes 
pa r jour. ‘ . ee 

Nous sommes aujourd’hui au milieu du 
mbis de février et, malheureusement, ce 
i avait été anpenee = > AR 
es travaux publics he $s. ) | é 
t de PortVendres vest S pee a 

d-aueun trafic. 


s de M. le ministre des travaux pu- | 
‘pblics de la situation du port de Port-Ven- 


istre | 
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anil 


merce 


; été orga 


tants de M. le préfet des Pyrénées-Orien- 
tales et le gh ent de ia chambre de com- 

e 
qui administre Ie port de >ort-Vendres. 

Au cours de ¢e@tte réunion, les explica- 
tions les plus cOmplétes ont été fournies. 
li en est résulté que les problémes posé¢s 
ae en fait, les suivants ; | 

° 
passe et, par conséquent, renflouement des 
navires coulés par ies Allemands; 3° enfin, 
remise en état des quais. 4 
~ En ee gui concerne le déminage, la_si- 
tuation se présentait de la facon Suivahte : 
les Allemands avaient, avant leur départ, 
mis en cuvyre tout un dispositif dont les 
résultats ont été tels qu’il n’est exacte- 
ment rien resté du port. Tous les quais 
ont été détruits, ainsi que toutes les ins- 
tallations portuaires, et ceux d’entre yous 
qui ont connu la belle gare maritime de 
Port-Vendres ne verraient plus, a Pheure 
actuelle, sur son emplacement que quel- 

ues amas de fers tordus. insi, destruc- 
tion totale. 

Il y avait trente-quatre mines dans le 
ort. Lorsque nous nous sommes réunis, 
e 9 janvier dernier, il en restait encore 
treize. Il s’agit de mines extrémement 
poeta chargées, en général, de 800 
ilogrammes d’explosifs et qui, lorsqu’on 
les a fait sauter, ont amené la destrnction 
des quais qui avaient été remis en état, au 
moins dans une grande partie. 

Ce déminage devait étre poursuivi. 
Qu’ont dit les spécialistes qui se trou- 
vaient sur place ? Ils nous ont rassurés. 
D’aprés eux, c’était une question de quel- 
ques jours seulement pour enlever les der- 
niéres mines; aprés quoi la navigation eit 

pu reprendre. 

En ce qui concerne la passe deux navi- 
res y ont été coulés par les Allemands: la 
Francaise II, de 1.000 tonnes, et le Romain, 
de 500 tonnes. Ces deux navires obstruent 
la passe; il s’agissait de les renflouer. A 


cet effet, au mois de novembre dernier, | 


d’aprés les explications qui nous ont été 
données, une commission interministé- 
rielle de renflouement avait été consti- 
tuée. Puis, une installation a terre avait 
nisée de telle sorte que l’on pou- 
vait, par les méthodes les plus modernes, 
prévoir que le renflouement aurait lieu, 
que les navires coulés seraient remis 4 flot 
et, par conséquent, utilisés, ce qui, en fait, 
était imporiant. Un premier délai de huit 
jours avait été compté, plus un autre de 


} méme durée en cas d’échec et il avait été | 


spécifié que. si l’opération ne réussissait 
pas, on ferait sauter les épaves. De toute 
maniére, on nous indiquait qu’a la fin du 
mois de janvier ou en tout cas au début 
du mois " février, hs ae ee gooot et 
que je port pourrait reprendre son c. 
M. le ministre des travaux publics — et 
op Sats celte indication & noire rapporteur 
a des travaux publics — a ré- 

pondu, 
qui s’‘inquiétait 4 juste titre de savoir ot 
en était la remise en état de nos ports, 
we fallait envisager uh. délai de/ trois 
is pour la reprise du trafic 4 Port-Ven- 


_ Ainsi,.ce n’est du mois de janvier 
e le trafle aurait pu | 


nan, puioes c’estz elle : 


minage du port; 2° libération de !a : 


y @ peu dé jours, a M. Chaumié | 


comme 


_— 


SO rae € . " — Zhe, 
} d’évoquer, ici ce qu’est notre admirable 


Roussillon. S’il faut Pévoquer et s’il faut 
dire 2 Ja nature a - éreuse envers | 
lai, il faut aussi consi He yd ce pays 

#st tout a fait au bout de la nce et a 


Jbesoin~ d’@tre ravitaillé par toute la 


France... . 

M. Jean Guiter. Trés bien! 

M. Louis Noguéres... car 6a 
est essentieliement viticole. 

Il y a quarante-huit heures je recevais 
un telégramme de Perpignan m’indiquant 


production 


‘que nous n’avions de Ja farine>que pour 


trois jours. Or, nous devons faire venir 
notre farine du Loiret. Par co uent 
si nous regardons du -cété. de la terre il 
faut qu’on vienne enous aifler; si nous 
regardons du cOété de la mer, nous pou- 
vons étre aidés d’au dela des mers, nous 
pouvons aider aussi ]’arriéré-pays et vous 
Segeenet a vous-mémes ce que vous atten- 
eZ, 

Or le port de Port-Vendres est encore 
inutilisé et-inutilisable. Je viens de vous 
indiquer ce qu’il en était pour le démi- 
nage et pour la paseée. 

estent les quais. On avait aménagé une 
surface de quais suffisante pour recevoir 
les deux-« Li ony » gui avaient été promis 
par les Alliés. Elle a été démolie lorsqu’on 
a fait exploser les mines; mais cela ne 
serait rien, ¢ar on pourrait procéder a leur 
remise en éfat. | 

Nous éavons, par cette conférence du 
9 janvier a laquevle je faisais allusion 
tout a Vheure, que la main-d’muvre ne 
manque pas, pas plus que les matériaux 
nécessaires; cela nous a été affirmé. Com- 
ment, dans ces. conditions, est-il possible 
d’enregistrer de nouveaux retards ? 

Au mois de décembre, j’indiquais 4 M. le 
Ministre des travaux publics que lorsqu’il 
s’était rendu a Séte il avait causé une 
grande déception & Port-Vendres en ne 
visitant pas ce port. Je veux lui demander 
aujourd’hui, non de se rendre a Port-. 
Vendres, si ses occupations ne le Jai per- 
mettent pas, mais d’y envoyer un de ses 
représentants qui ait qualité pour exami- 
ner la situation, connaitre les conditions 
dans lesquelles le travail est effeciué et 
savoir pourquoi les travaux qui avaient été 
annonces et les promesses qui avaient été 


‘faites ne peuvent pas étre réalisés. 


ii faut. comprendre que la popuiation 
dans cette petite. ville ravagée n’a pour 
ainsi dire plus d’abris; elle n’a d’espérance 
que dans la reprise du trafic dont elle vit 
ordinairement et éprouve quelque. an- 
goisse a constater qu’on la- délaisse ou 
qu’on l’oublie. Il nous faut nous aider 
les uns les autres et tenir compte de ce 
fait qu’il ne s’agit pas simplement d’un 
port d’intérét iocal. ) 

Je me permets d’indiguer a ]’Assemblée 
que, ce matin méme, je conduisais 4 Y. le 
ministre du ravitaillement les d is. 
d’un. autre petit port 
charmant! Collioure. L’industrie du poisson 
salé y est poussée 4 un é tel qu'une 
ieguteen mondiale s’attache & ses pro- 

its. Or, de trois ans, cette industrie 
a y S mesures 3 
travaille. L’espérance 


et ¢ en 


y 
qui 
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-. ss ASSEMBLER CONSULTATIVE PROVISGIRE — DO 45 FEVRER 196 “a 
7 : Ruri 2 pects ‘tras diftérenits, Hy a trois sortes de 
matériels & envis. : i@ Taatériel pure- 
j ment civil, le el militaire mis a ia 


—— nN 


soit le plus tapi : 2 Te : 
la circulation et — soit. ouvert & now- | 
veau le pf © plus rapproché vers | 


T Afrique da Nord. 
Jen ‘ai Timi, messieurs, sur ce sujet. Je 
désire maintenant poser une question di- 
recte 2 M. le ministre. Elle est d’un ordre 
tel que i lui indigque, dés maintenant, 
ue je ; dispenserai de me répondre. 

OUPITES. 

C'est Je 8 juillet 1940,°4 Vichy, au cours : 
@ une réunion @information w réunissait 
un irés graad nonibre de dépu que 
Laval a demandé ce vote immédiat du pro- 
jet présenté t Je Gouvernement, en 
disant @une — trés précise: « Nous 
vou.ions voir la France s’aligner immédia- 
tement sur la constitution allemande et sur 
la constitution italienne », de telle sorte 
que ceux qui voudraient aujourd’hui pré- 
tendre qu’ils ont été trompés ne I’ont été 
en réalité que ‘s’ils n’ont pas entendu ou 
pas compris ou é’ils n’ont. pas voulu 
entendre ou pas vou.u comprendre. (Ap- 
plaudissements.) 

Aprés avoir ainsi posé la question, Laval, 
46a maniére, a abordé le terrain non plus 
poutigue, mais pratique. Il a dit aux dé- 
putés qui l’écoutaient: « H est bien en- 
endu que le Parlement n’aura plus de 

lace dans lorganisation nouvelle; -mais 
es parlementaires, j’en apporte ici la pro- 
messe au fiom du Maréchal, continueront 
% bénéficier des avantages matériels qui 
= 8 les leurs, tls toucheront leurs indem-_ 
nités... 

M, Arthur Ramette. C’ctait l’argument du 
venire | 


rs a 


— 


-_ 


st monsieur Je 
ministre, leur carte de circulation sur les | 


qu 


n’aillent jasqu’ 


arechal, leer 


ai dit que j 

pagense, 

‘al jposé appa. 

= rf avais entendu Lava! comme Toek | 


ja porte, hh 
‘peatiier’ ae . 


romis au $ 
; Se "TN ptbaal: "He 


| aimsi que : : 
| nous avons ant besoin. 


mM. ‘Petit. Je veux simplement, | 
aq tom de ‘la tommission Fe eee | 
m‘dssovier & la demande qu’a faite hier 
notre colligue M. Hamon eh ce gui con- 
cerne, d’une part, Paffaire du métropoli-. 
tain et, d’autre part, I’antorisation deman- 
dée pour ies coltectivités de dé@noncer, si 
elles le désirent, les cotiventions -qui Jes 
liatent soit avec des administrations de 
transports, ce qui regarde Je ministre des 
transports, soft, plus -généralement, avec 
d’autres sociétés, 

il y a, & notre avis, quelque chose d’ab- 
solument anormal 4 laisser durer plus 
tongtemps ‘une situation qn peut étre ar- 
rangée ‘Sans bouleverser l’effort de guerre 
du pays. Nous cemprenons bien- qu’un 
certain nombre de solutions apportées a 
des nationalisations -d’industries sojent re- 
portées en raison de la guerre, mais nous 
he comprenons pas du tout que dans ces 
organismes TMunkTpaux ou départemen- 
taux, Pordre ne soit pas rétabhi, te véri- 


— * 


table ordre, c’est-i-dire la cessation ‘de ila 


situation de fait exisiant jusqu’a présent. 
Nous ne pouvons pas comprendre qtte des 
bénéfices soient continuellement versés A 
des actionnaires pendant que, d’autre ‘part, 
un effort important est @emandé aux con- 
tribuables pour combler te déficit. C'est 
sur cette simple position morale que nous 
demandons 4 M. te ministre de s’attaclrer, 
de toute son énergie, & faire cesser cet 
état de choses en autorisant les collecti- 
vités jocales 4 dénoncer les conventions 
qui les lient aux sociétés d’exploitation -ac- 
tuelles. (Applaudissements.) 

M. le président. La parole est 4 M. La- 
boureur: 

‘M. Etienne Laboureur. Mesdames, mes- 
steurs, je me veux pas abuser de vos ins- 
tants, mais simplement ajouter quelques 

récisions aux déclarations faites hier soir 

cette tribune par M. le ministre des ‘trans. | 
ports. | : 

M. te ‘minzstre a indiqué qu’un certain 


} nombre de camions destinés aux transports 


civils ‘et aux transports du ravitaillement 
arrivaient actuellement d’Angieterre. Le 
fait est exact. Nous en ‘avons ecu, depuis 
deux jours, 120 et dautres sont ‘actuelle- 
Tent en route. . 
Je tiens @abord, aa nom de la France 


. 


} tout entiére, 4 remercier TAngieterre du. 


geste qu'elle vient de faire en accordant, | 
par priorité gu représentant du ‘Gouverne- 
ment po ong og ivraison de ‘ces camMions | 

deS pneamatiques dont | 
(Applaudisse-. 
ments.) . 


1 


disposition des populations «civiles et Je 
Matériel provenant des Alliés pour étre or- 
age Militairemrent et concourir, avec 
es deux autres formes de tr , aux 
transports. du ravitaillement et aux trans- 
ports civils. | 
est pourquoi j’avais demandé, te mois 
dernier, la création d’un comité mtermi- 
nistériel de coordination des transports, 
qui serait pour objet non seulement de 
répartir Je matériel disponible, mais en- 
cere de recevoir, des divers ministéres in- 
téressés, du ministére de Ja guerre, des 
départements et des communes, toutes les 
demandes de transports qui hui sera?ent en- 
vovées. . | | 

Nous constatons, en effect, ‘qu’a l’heure 
présente, dans aucun ministére, n’existe 


un tel ‘organisme et que personne, en 
France, me sait exactement a qui s’adres- 
ser pour effectaer un transport. 


J’ai recu, ce matin, la visite de nos ca- 
marades de l’Isérs qui mh’ont ‘signalé que 
des livraisons de viande dues 4 leur dé- 
partement depuis deux mois n’ont pas été 
effectuées. On a pris prétexte du gel et 
de la neige. 

Hl est exact gu’au cours de l’hiver les 
transports ont été entravés par le ge: et la 
neige. Mais, dés lors que le bétail existe 


transports existent aussi, fl doit étre pos- 
sible de donner satisfaction aux popula- 
tions A court de Tavitaillement; 4 cet effet 
il faut coordonner logiquement les de- 
mandes et les moyens dont on dispose. 


entre le ministére du ravitafllement et le 
ministére des travaux publics et des trans- 
ports en vue de remédier, une fois pour 
toutes, aux anomalies signalées. 

J’ai déja signalé au mois de novembre 
i M. le ministre des transports — je he 
voudrais Ini faire aucune peine en te répeé- 
tant mais j’y suis cependant obligé — 
que, dans certains départements, Jes Ser- 


1 vices du ravitailiemeht qui demandent a 


Vingénieur des ponts et chaussées les 
movyens de transporter des denrées, €prou- 
vent souvent de grandes difficultés a ob- 
tenir satisfaction; il arrive méme que les 
movens de -transport leur sont purement 
et simplement refusés. 

Il est inxdtmissible .qu’on laisse des 
veaux mourir de faim dans les ‘wagons en 
cours de ‘transport, Cela s’est pourtant 
roduit ces jours-ci, tandis que,nes papu- 
ations manquent de viande. ; ’ 

De méme, jorsque les départements de 
la Manche et de la Mayenne ont besoin de 
fourrage, de paille, d'avoine pour 
les vaches laitiéres, dont Je rendement en 
lait diminve ‘absez fortement,-on ne peut 
admeottre que de grandes quantités de 
paille, de foin et d’avoine, dont jai déja 
signaté ogee Mae pois de pevenayes ; 

ant te ~ Se en te Binns 


e des transports tou- 
nous sous des as 
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dans certaines régions, que des moyens de . 


Ry, 9 qu’un accord pourra intervenir - 
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party 4 ; wane 8, by. oa 
- Je n’insiste pas; je connais tous les dé- 
tails du probléms et les solutions qu’on y 
pent apporter. ast 
Je ne voudrais pas que ceux de nos 
camarades qui ont pris la parole 4 propos 
de la réquisition ou de Ja mobilisation des 
camions .pussent croire que j'ai change 
d’avis depuis le mois de novembre. Je ne 
suis. pas partisan de“la mobilisation. com- 
plete de tons les moyens de transport, 
mais Je prétends que, dans la mesure du 
possible, tous les moyens disponibles, 
quels qu’ils soient, doivent étre mis au 
service du ravitaillement général pour re- 
pondre aux besoins de la population fran- 
caise. Il ne s’agit pas d’ergoter sur es 
mots, il faut trouver des solutions, et les 
trouver rapidement. 

L’Assemblée est certainement d’accord 
avec moi pour dire que tout ne va pas 
pour le mieux dans le meilleur des mon- 
des. C’est pourquoi, d’accord avec la com- 
mission de l’agriculture et du. raviltaille- 
ment, nous avons déposé hier sur le bu- 
reau de l’Assemblée une proposition de 
résolution qui tend a la réorganisation 
compléte des services du ministére du ra 
v:tailement et des services extérieurs de 
ce ministére. (Vifs applaudissements.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Ha- 
mon. 


M. Léo Hamon. Je renonce 4a la parole 
en raison des assurances que j’ai recues 
de M. le ministre Nes finances et de M. le 
ministre des travaux publics et des trans- 
tn & savoir que le relévement des tarifs 

u métropolitain ne sera pas décidé sans 
que, d'une part, les représentants de la 

ille de Paris soient appe‘és A faire con- 
Nailre leur avis et que, d’autre part, 3! 
soit, d’une facon ou d’une autre, tenu 
compte des charges occasionnées 8a la vill 
par l’état de guerre. | 


I. le préside':t. La parol. est a M. Tollet. 


M. Tollet. Ayant 4 donner un avis sur ie 
budget des travaux publics et des trans- 
orts, l’Assemblée est conduite 4 examiner 
é probleme du ravifailiement. Personnel- 
lement j’aurais quelques observations a 
présenter sur ce probléme, mais il me pa- 
rait surtout utile de souligner la nécessité 
d’une coordination entre le rég:me ‘les 
transports et le ravitaillement. Dans l’in- 


dans le state p33; | 3 


térét du pays il faut mettre fin au jeu. «qui 
consiste a se renvoyer la. balie de minis. 


tére 4 ministére. Il importe qu’enfin, une | 


fo:s pour toutes, on sache 4 qui s’adresser 
+ qui est responsabic, (Trés bien! irés 

ten!) 3 ) 

On a-cité de nombreux exemples de dif- 
ficultés de ravitaillement et de gry 1h 
mais quand les ménagéreés, quand les délé- 
gations ouvriéres, syndicales ou autres, Se 
présentent auprés des ministéres intéres- 


sés, les services du ravitaillement répon- 
dent invariablement: c’est une question de - 
transports; et dans les services des trans- 
ports: « Nous donnons ce que nous avons 
comme wagons et comme camions; — 

$ 


qu’on nous en demande deux, 


Bee ot, 

- : 
. z. 
a a 


p= «ey 


‘ @ . 2 i 


pas sur ce point. M. Monmousseau en a 


y en aurait bien d'autres a signaler. On a 
.par.é de wagons.de sucre, On parle, de-ci, 
e-li, de camions qui partent de Paris: 4 
| plein et qui reviennent a vide.. Bien es 
choses ne vont pas; trop de -camions sont 
immobilisés. ll est regrettabie que l’on ne 
S’adresse pas, pour :es découvrir, aux in- 
téressés eux-mémes. ig 

A dé nombbreuses. reprises;- le comite 
parisien de libération a communiqué aux 
ministéres des listes de camions. Je me 
souviens, en particu‘ier, d’une liste de 
soixante camions immobilisés reim‘se an 
ministére de ia production industriel'e; 
celui-ci n’en a découvert que deux, parce 
qu’il n’a pas emp.oyé !a bonne méthode. 
Envoyer un gendarme, chaussé de ses 
gros souliers, 4 la recherche de camions 
n’est pas le bon moyen. Il faut - utiliser 
p.itdt les renseignements fournis par ies 
habitants de la localité, par le personne! 
des entreprises de transport. Eux seuls 
sont en mesure de connaitre les combi- 
naisons utilisées par les transporteurs 
mauvais patriotes et dépourvus d’esprit 
erivique qui conservent camions et pneus 
pour les mettre en service quand le ma- 
tériel de leurs concurrents sera usé, pfa- 
tiques évidemment préjudiciables aux in- 
téréts des transporteurs honnétes et qu: 
exercent normalement leur métier. : 

Il y a beaucoup 4 dire sur le prob.éme 
les transports, mais la prem -ére question 
4 éclaircir est celle de l’organisation. 3 

Vichy avait mis sur pied la S.A.T.A.R.; 
c’était son rdle; représentant des trusts 
hitlériens, il cherchait & en organiser la 
réplique en France 

Aprés la S.A.T.A.R., on a connu le C.O. 
T.R., ie S.D.T.R., etc.; mais ces divers or- 
ganismes n’apportaient aucun changement, 
et les mémes hommes restaient en place; 
seu:s changeaient les titres. 

Le ministére actuel prétend avoir fait 
mieux. Effectivement, il a préconisé un 
meilleur systéme et nous devons |’en féli- 
citer. 

Un nouveau service est en voie d’orga- 
‘nisation; a sa téte se trouve un ingénieur 
des ponts et chaussées, auquel sont ad- 
joints un répartiteur départemental et une 
commission paritaire consultative, dont 
nous eussions aimé que !e caractére fat un 

eu moins consultatif. Nous aurions pré- 
féré, selon le veeu de Ja fédératiun des 
transporteurs de la C.G.T., une commission 
qui soit véritablement responsabe, au 
méme titre que. lingénieur en chef des 
-ponts et chaussées. Cette commiss.on au- 
rait une tache importante. Il n’est pas p9os- 
sible de maintenir Il’état de choses actuel. 
Or, tant qu’il y aura a .a téte de Ces ser- 
vices des hommes émanés de Vichy, rien 
ne sera changé. (Applaudissements. 

M. Monmousseau. Assez de Vichy! 


M. Tollet. Il faut enfin ey uer a )’opi- 
publique ce qu’était la S.A.T.A.R et 
ce 


_ 


niable> M. le ministre-ne me démentira | 


cité nombre d’exemples hier aprés-midi. Il | 


la téte de ces or- 


organisations, a démuissidnné. Et ton! n*s 
rien trouvé de mieux au ministére que 
de pesponcct oe ot eat son ov vei 
remplaecant. Celui-ci est un M. Litalier, 
rebettient de la chambre synitieste' des ‘és 
ménigeurs de France... Je né connais' pas 
M. Litalien, mais je pénse qu'un’ tel’ par; 
tainage n'est pas pour nous anienér a 
-considérer sa candidature sous’ un jour 
favorable. ied WAM ds aad 

Certes, il serait souhaitable que ‘d’autres 
personnes fussent mises:en, place, que !’on 
noug débarrassat du’ véritahle trust des 
Caiberson et autres, qu’on donnat !a pa- 
role aux petits transporteurs, au personnet 
et aux ouvriers des transports, aux honné- 
tes gens; qu’on donnat la. paro.e 4. ]’en- 
semble de |’opinion. publique, aux intéres- 
sés, aux consommateurs et qu’on mit a la 
téte de ce service un homme qui n’ait pas 
d’attaches avec les entreprises en cause. — . 
_ En ce qui concerne Jes chemins de fer, 
nous voudrions savoir pourquoi nos cama- 
rades.cheminots d’Ivry qui,.d’accord avec 
la Société nationale des chemins de fer, 
avaient composé un train qui devait ame- 
ner du charbon a Paris, doivent attenire 
du ministére intéressé l’autorisation dé 
constituer ce train, alors que les wagons 
sont tout préts. 

On nous dira qu’on manque de locomo- 
tives. Mon ami M: Monmousseanu a. indiqué 
hier ot il y en avait et ou on pouvait 
en trouver. Par conséquent, il est possi- 
ble d’aménager des transports. | 

Toutefois, en quelques mots, pour ter- 
miner, je voudrais me faire l’interpréte 
d’une délégation des camionneurs de la ré- | 
= parisienne, qui se sont réunis au nom- 

re de 3.500 et qui ont. mis quelque peu 
4 mal les tenants de la S. A. T. A. R. et. 
autres trusts. | 

Cette délégation, qui était désignée pour 
effectuer un certain nombre de démarches, 
attend encore l’audience qu’elle a solli- 
citée de M. le ministre des travaux publics. 

Elle a posé, entre autres questions, celle 
de savoir ou sont les responsabilités en 
ce qui concerne la S. A. T. A. R. ao 

st-il exact que 300 millions sont encore 
dus aux transperteurs et qu’un déficit-ccan- 
sidérable existe 4 la S. A. T. A. R.? Il 
serait bon de connaitre les causes. et les 
responsables de ce dA4ficit et les efforts 
qui ont été tentés pour ne pas géner dans 
lexercice de-leursactivité les petits trans- 
orteurs que l’on utilise quotidiennement 

e préférence 4 ceux qui sont employes 
par d’autres services de la S. A. T. A. R: 
et qui, eux, font du marché noir, 
| Les — transporteurs connaissént des 
difficultés insurmontables. Ils ‘sont dans 
Pimpossibilité de se procurer’ des pnéus 
ou-des piéces pour la réparation des ca- 
-mions, que les services intéressés ne trou- 
vent pas, alors qu’on en trouve au marché 
noir. Ainsi sont empéchés les efforts qu’‘ils 
sont préts 4 accomplir pour améliorer la si- 
tuation ‘des populations urbaines et, en 
. particulier, celle de la ulation pari- 


4 800.000 fr. leur. 
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et 


souvent encore.en plates. 00. po 


ior tera sca 


dot i ef “dans 
é.domaihe du, tavitaillement. 
- Je désire poser & M..lé ministre des tra- 


vaux publics une autre question.,Les ca- | 


mijons ,éprouyent de grandes  difficultés 
pour arriver 4 Paris, notamment ceux gui 
viennent du‘ Nord, Les routes ont été mises 
& mal par le-gel. Or, Pon uccupe les van- 
tonniers,& boucher Jes trous avec de la 
padoue, au lieu d’y faire ‘mettre du gra- 
vier, de telle sorte que les routes demeu- 
rent impraticables. , | 
‘tl’ en résulte un. grave inconvénient 
méme au point de, vue militaire, car les 
cam:‘ons-de Varmée, notamment les gros 


poids Jourds américains, enfoncent jus-. 


qu’au moyeu, hae: 

li y a Ja une incurie intolérable. M.-le 
ministre voudra bien m/’indiquer quels 
jnoyens il compte employer pour faire ré- 
parer les routes de France qui sont dans 
im état déplorable. J’ai vu ce mnalin encore 
un, conducteur qui, pour rentrer a Paris, 
a essayé en va:n trois routes et n’a pu 
revenir sur la capitale que par une qua- 
tri¢me, passant par Albert. Cette situation 
ne peut pas durer. 

J’aborde maintenant. la question qu’a 
déja scuievée M. Hamon et qui a trait au 
Métropolitain de Paris. ll y a la une situa- 
tion qui doit étre redressée. 

Je ne parlerai pas de M. Le Besnerais, 

ui a été expulsé de la S. N. C. F. et que 
l’on veut introduire au Métropolitain. 

Les décrets-lois antirépublicains de 1939 
oni retiré a la ville de Paris l’exercice du 
controle sur le Métropolitain. 


li serait bon que le Meétropolitain fat de- 


nouvean placé sous le controle de la ville 
de Paris et du département de la Seine, 
c’est-d-dire des collectivités les plus direc- 
tement intéressées. 

I] y aurait beaucoup a dire sur la gestion 
du. Métropolitain. Ou en est arbitrage qui 
est en cours, parait-il, au sujet de l’aug- 
mentation des tarifs by la société du Mé- 
tropolitain octroie a la Société parisienne 
d’électricité ? 

Quant on veut lutter contre les trusts, il 
faut le faire autrement qu’en paroles, il 
faut prendre des mesures «ordre pratique. 

Personn2 n’:gnore, dans le pays, que la 
société du Métropolitain est une filiale du 
trust Empain. Le Métropojitain achéte son 
courant électrique au prix fort a la Société 
parisienne d’électricité, qui fait également 
partie du groupe Empain. Hi paye ce cou- 
rant beaucoup plus cher que la S. N. C. F., 
alors qu’i! en consomme proportionnelle- 
ment beaucoup plus, dans une région dé- 
terminée. 


Je souhaite que M. le ministre des. trans- 
ports nous- indique les mesures ry ate 
compte prendre contre la société du Métro- 


politain, afin qu’on ne se contente pas 


avoir — M. Mariage ou un autre 

r M. Clodon et qu’on’ ne continue pas 

1 comédie qui consiste 4 faire en sorte 
que la societé du Métropolitain puisse 
encore servir des dividendes et & faire sup- 
porte’ des augmentations de tarifs par les 
‘usagers de la région parisienne. : 


établir de grands plans po 
‘nous dire que, si la situation n’est pas sa- 


lions et ‘demi ! 

li y a donc 1a, monsieur le ministre, 
une situation anorma:e. 

Je le répéte. encore, car il y a des cho- 
ses qui doivent étre redites trés souvent 
si l’on veut lutter contre les trusts, il 
faut le faire autrement qu’en paroles et 
prendre des mesures énergiques et dra- 
coniennes. 

Comment prétend-on nous exp-iquer et 
expiiquer 4 .a population parisienne, aux 
usagers du Metropolitain, en se ‘basant 
sur la convention, l’augmentation des ta- 
rifs ? C’est une mesure intolérable a:ors 
que la société du Métropolitain continue 
4&4 réaliser des hbénéfices, alors que les 
tenants de la société du Métropolitain ont 
été simplement mis 4a |’écart. 

Car on ne leur a pas fait beaucoup 
de mai. M. Paul Martin, qui a été sim- 
plement écarté, a lui-méme organisé une 

olice pour rechercher les personnes qui 
acéraient :es affiches antivichyssoises et 
antialiemandes apposées dans les accés du 
Métropo.itain. Poussant le zéie a Jl’ex- 
tréme, il est méme allé jusqu’a arréter un 
homme qui lacérait une de ces affiches. 
Que va-t-on lui faire ? On va sans doute 
continuer a lui payer des dividendes, a le 
considérer comme un brave homme, 
comme un honnéte homme, puisque c’est 
un homme de Vichy! [. serait bon de se 
montrer plus sévére a son. égard. 

Une autre question, toujours 4 propos 
du Métronvoiitain, appe-le quelques expli- 
cations. On envisage de démolir les ate- 
liers Championnet, dans le dix-huiliéme 
arrondissement. | 

Ces ateliers ont été, pendant toute la 


durée de la guerre, mis au service des 
Allemands par le méme M. Paul Martin. 


‘Jl intervenait lui-méme auprés des Alle- 


mands pour leur faire des propositions; 
il ne peut pas dire qu’il a été poussé. » 

Il a rendu florissante la situation indus- 
trielle des ateliers Championnet. Depuis, 
ees ateliers sont presque en chdmage. 
Maintenant, alors ~qu’ils pourratent tra- 
vailier A plein, réparer imméd‘atement 
prés d’une dizaine de moteurs américains 
par jour, étre utilisés pour la guerre, il 
est question de les démolir et de les trans- 
férer je ne sais ou, 


Ce sont la des. méthodes qui ne peu- 
vent pas avoir l’agrément de la popula- 
tion parisienne. 


Il faut faire la guerre. Il importe donc 
d’utiliser tous les moyens mis 4a notre 
disposition. Il faut chercher 4 employer 
au mieux les ateliers Championnet en vue 
de la conduite de la guerre et non pas 
our l’avenir et 


tisfaisante aujourd’hui, elie sera plus fa- 
vorable ‘dans cinquante ans. 


‘Telles sont les questions oe j’avais a | 


le ministre 


j 


| Reale @ dace, budget au cours de la stance 


| 
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a ‘ 
-i3p ols Sper fee expr Gas iG No- 
uérés, “qui a ‘entretén: )"Assemb:ée' “de 
Ta situation du bd de Port-Véndres.’ Jé 
désire préciser, au début de cet exposé, 
que, comme lui, je considére Port-Vendres 
comme wun port d’intérét nationa: et non 
pas d'intérét local ou régional, Au sur- 
pus, & considérer ‘a ‘situation dé nos 
ports maritimes, il n’y en a aucun, quets 
que soient son état, son outillage, son 
lirant d’eau, qui ne présente pas un intérét 
nattonal, car nous n’aurons pas trop de 
toutes nos possibilités, bien réduifes en- 


core, jusqu’a ce que, Bordeaux ait été 


lacent 

| ‘pont Pauitre 6 
-avattt de po 
Spondre-auissij 4 moins” 


libéré, pour permettre un minimum d’im- 
portations, soit de notre empire, soit d’au- 
tres pays au de‘a des mers. 

Il_est exact que, lorsque j’ai fait, le 
14 décembre dernier, a cette tribune, la 
revue de nos destructions et énuméré nos 
projets de reconstitution, j’ai formulé en 
ce qu concerne tant le déminage du port 
de Port-Vendres que l’en'évement des épa- 
ves et la reconstruction des quais, des 
ge a qui ne se sont pas réalisés. 

n réalité, il n’y a pas deux navires 
coulés dans la passe de Port-Vendres, il 
vy en a quatre; mais je suis d’accord avec 
M. Noguéres pour reconnaitre que ‘deux 
navires surtout génent la navigation. 

De plus, pour que |’Assemblée ‘ait un 
tableau comp:et sous les yeux, je lui in- 
dique que huit bateaux ont été coutés, | 
non pas dans la passe, mais 4a |’inté- 
rieur des bassins. 

En oulre, comme M. Noguéres l’a dit, 
les Al'emands ont systématiquement dé- 
fruit les qnua‘ts, a tel point an’il a pu 
justement déclarer qu’il y avait 14 une des 
Situations les plus graves dans nos ports. 


Il y avait aussi de nombreuses mines 
flottantes et magnétiques qu’il a fa‘lu en- 
lever avant de terminer les opérations de 
déminage de la passe. Ces opérations de 
déminage ont été effectuées par les 
movens des marines militaires.franeaise et 
alliée. Sur ce point, j’ai déja expliqué a 
l’Assemb'ée, au mois de novembre, que 
l'ensemble de ces moyens de téminage 
était mis sous la direction de la marine 
nationale et de la marine atliée en un 

ool et qu’on ne pouvait pas faire toutes 
es opérations 4 la fois. 


En ce qui concerne le renflouementf, 


| M. Noguéres sait que c’est 14 une opéra- 


tion trés hasardeuse et qu’il est trés diffi- 
cile, nous nous en apercevons, -de faire 
des prédictions exactes sur les résultats 
que l’on peut obtenir. 


Les moyens de renflouement sont éga- 
lement communs a la marine de guerre, & 
la marine marchande et 4 la marine alliée. 
Dans le monde entier — car nous avons 
fait des recherches sur ce pod'nt dans le 
monde entier — on manque dhabits de 
scaphandriers qui permettraient d’utiliser 
assez de main-d’ceuvre spécialisée pour 
toutes ces opérations trés longues et trés 
difficiles. Shee 


Eiles sont d’autant plus diffictiles que les 
Allemands ont apporte, dans la préparation 
de ces destructions, une malignité parti-. 
culiére, dont je donnerai un apercu & 
Assemblée en lui disant que, dans les 
bateaux qui ont été coulés, non pas & 
Port-Vendres, mais A Bordeaux et dans 


| Vestuaire de la Gironde, il y a des parties 


énormes d’a-ternateurs électriques “se 
: librement d’un bout de 1’entre- 
uvoir relever le bateau qui, 
s’échouerait une seconde fois, 

t-Pimienta. C'est du travail 
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Crane 
‘pense ‘que, dans *e ‘courant 


on pootra arriver & ‘naviguer dans la_paese 
de ‘Port-Vendres, hon pas avec. les 


is tait 
ais. 
mars 


Gros bateatk, ‘mais avec Ges bateaux d’un | 


cértain tonnage. aaa 
a vig ab oe au By = ree 
sur le proc consistant. a faire er 
répave du plus gros des batesux -coules, 
car il risquerait de mettre en danger, par 
ee morcedux que. Tl’opération Isisserait 
lerritre elle, les mavires qui éntreraient 
au port. | | 

En. tout cas, je promets A M. Noguéres— 
’ai dit que je considérais l’affaire comme 
*intérét généra: — que tout sera fait pour 
terminer rapidement l’opération dans la 
passe et pour rétablir l’activité dans le 


port de Port-Vendres. Je suis aussi pressé - 


que Ini de voir ce port apporter de nou- 
yeau son concours 4 nos expéditions d’Afri- 
que du Nord, gui nous sont extrémement 
nécessaires, alors surtout que Port-Ven- 
dres, comme je l’ai déja dit & cette Assem- 
blée est,-du point de vue du chemin de 
fer, non pas d’une exploitation facile, mais 
favorable en ce qui concerne la traction. 

J’enverrai donc, comme M. Noguéres I’a 
demandé, quelqu’un A Port-Vendres pour 
faire le point de la situation et déterminer 
toutes les mesures qui pourront étre prises 
d’urgence en liaison avec les autorités 
locales, civiles et maritimes. 

‘M. Louis Noguéres. Je vous en remercie, 
monsitur le ministre. . 


~. Wi. le ministre des travaux publics et des 


transports. Avant de descendre de la tri- 
bune, M. Noguéres a traité la question de 
ce qu’il est convenu d’appeler les facilités 


.de circulation pour les menfbres de cette 


Assemblée. 
Je ferai observer qu’avant méme _ la 
réunion de l’Assemblée dans cette sa‘le, 
le ministre des travaux publics qui est a 
la tribune a fait concéder 4 tous les déh- 
gues. par_la Société nationale des chemins 
e fer, les mémes facilités de circulation 
dont bénéficiaient les mentbres des an- 
ciennes assemblites, & quelques petites 
modifications prés, au point de vue pécu- 
niaire, modifications dues aux matheurs 
des temps. 
Jusqu’a présent, je n’ai été saisi officiel- 
lement d’aucune autre demande. J’ai ‘en 
‘impression, en écoutant M: 


avait tiré un peu t 
dessus le banc du Gouvernement, ‘ses pro- 
jectiles -balayaient une zone dans laquelte 
ineluse. 

‘w. fe. 


des & 
donne 
tions 


issemenis.) 
res, Trés bien! 


transports. 

r & PAssemblée 
complémentaires 
pore safe i dont il nous a déja 
entretenus a plusieurs reprises. 

M, Laboureur que ce n’est , 
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Tt Nogueéres, qui: 
est un parlementaire expérimenté, qu’il: 
rop long. et que, par-: 


he se trouve point. 


tre des travaux publics et 
M. Laboureur a bien voulu 


gar Vactivite ae. 


ise présenteront - i- | M. le ministre 


» | Stn 


.ministére des transports et ‘qui est 4 Lari- 


, 
4 


aad —K Snot f 


ld ‘Hill qui est un des directeurs Jn 
gine ‘de la constitution du parc ‘que nous 
allons ‘maintenant pouvoir exploiter. — 

Le ministre &es travattx publics — M. La- 
boureur ite ‘salt — est décidé 4 soutenir 
cet effort. Il-a pris contact avec le service 
dés « civil affairs » britanniques pour ré- 
gler la facon dont pourront étre employés 
ces_camions. Je demanderai 4 M. le mi- 
histre de Ja guerre de bien vouloir, par 
rappel individuel de spécialistes et de 
chauffeurs, procurer 4 ces unités le per- 
sonnel nécessdire au fonctionnement des 
pares, des ateliers et des colonnes de ¢a- 
mions gui seront répartis comme le Gou- 
vernement l’a décidé et comme je I’ai in- 
me hier. (Applaudissements.) 

. Laboureur a bien voulu revenir sur 
un certain nombre d’imperfections — c’esl 
un euphémisme — du transport actue] par 
route-et par fer. [l a insisté sur l'un des 
points les plus délicats, c’est-a-dire sur la 
circulation & vide des véhicules. Sur ce 

oint, et bien que je 'mesois fait une régle 

e ne pas jouer 4 la balle avec d’autres 
services, je dois dire qu’il est impossible 
4 des services de transport d’éviter, si ies 
transports a faire ne leur sont pas notifiés, 
que des véhicules ne circulent a vide. 
M. Laboureur l’a d’ailleurs reconnu lui- 
méme. 7 

En ‘tout cas, tous les transports a vide 
qui peuvent étre évités le sont, nolam- 
ment dans la région parisienne ou, au 
service des transports, un bureau spécial 
est & la disposition des ministéres, ravitail- 
lement ou production industrielle, qui ont 
des marchandises a faire transporter; ces 
ministéres peuvent toujours y indiquer :es 
marchandises qui sont destinées a €tre 
transportées en province. Dans ce Sens, Ou 
ne devrait pas voir de retours a vide. 

MM. Petit, Hamon et Tollet sont revenus 
sur la question des régies, notamment en 
ce qui concerne la région ange ed 

M. Tollet-a bien voulu faire allusion, 
d’une maniére trés précise, aux consé- 
quences qu’aurait Ja situation présente <u 
métropolitain. Je me suis déja explique 
hier sur cette question. J’ai dit notam- 
ment gqu’en vertu des conventions exts- 
tantes le métropolitain ne fait aucun bé- 
néfice qui soit-en relation avec le prix du 
billet. La -question des tarifs du métropo- 
litain ne doit étre examinée que du point- 
de vue des finances de |’Etat, de la ville. 
de Paris et du département de ja Seine: 


elle n’a aucune répercussion, de quelque 
| sorte que ce soit, sur les -bénéfices du mé-. 
tropolitain. 


M. Toilet. Voulez-vous me permetire de 


| vous interrompre ? 


3 ee 
.\fcessé pratique 


MM. tle ministre des travaux publics et 


des transports. Volontiers. | : 
‘M. Tollét. Ust-il exact ‘que, malgré le 
déficit . t, en vertu des conventions 


en vigneur, la société du 
tranmeperts. Elle fait des -bénéfices 
formule d’écrétement -qui. 


S €n cause. 
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ainsi | métropalitain. 
: tribune, 


oat comaisten agiomle opens St 
€ CO ssion onale d"épi n igi 
Je suis accord avec MM. Petit «t.Ha- 


mon pour que ensemble dies questions 
soulevées ont fa: création te ies Bitte 
nicipates des transports fasse l'objet d’un 


examen d’ensembie, examen qui a déja 
été entrepris par M.: Je ministre de. l’in- 
térieur. : - Mts. Sie tr 

fi est exact gu’il existe ‘une ‘question 
morale des ies municipales en matiére 
de transports, ‘M; Petit Pa fort ‘bien dit. 
Cette question morale est d’ailleurs’ ‘une 
question ‘antienne. C’est Ja ‘question ‘de 
Savoir si des services publics peuvent con- 
tinner 4 fonctionner ‘sous le régime. de la 
concession quand ies autsrités concédantes 
se refusent systématiquement, pour des 
raisons qui leur appartiennent, a élever 
les tarifs et, ‘par conséquent, acculent iné- 
vitablement au déficit les exploitations in- 
téressées. 

Il faut espérer, dans Vintérét des con- 
tribuables, que les régies municipales ne 
pratiqueront ‘pas ‘dans i’avenir, sur ce 

oint, la méme politique qu’ont pratiquée 
es personnes mofales eoncédantes iors- 
qu’eiles étaient en présence de concession- 
naires. 

En -ce qui concerne le prix des billets 
du Métropolitain, je tiens, -afin d’éviter 
lout malentendu avec M. Hamon, a pré- 
ciser les assurances que M. le ministre des 
Tinances et moi-méme lui. avons données: 
nous avons dit que le Gouvernement -exa- 
minera —- péut-étre demain — la question, 
afin de se faire une opinion sur le niveau 
auquel devront étre fixés les tarifs.du Mé- 
tropolitain, et que le Comité: parisien de 
la libération sera, par ‘l’intermédiaire de 
M. le préfet de la Seine, avisé des résultats 
de examen du comité économique du 
Gouvernement. Ainsi. les autorités pari- 
siennes pourront faire entendre leur avis 
avant qu’une décision définitive soit prise 
en la matiére. | 

Je dirai, pour terminer, quelques mots 
my autres questions évoquées ‘par M Tol- 
iet. | 
M. Tollet attribue a la présence de nom- 
breux fonctionnaires de Vichy dans les 
organisations de transports fa déficience 
actuelle de celles-ci. Mais il a bien voulu 
immédiatement corriger ce gue cette dé- 
claration avait d’un peu général, notam- 
ment pour la région ‘parisienne, en recon- 
naissant que le service des transperts y 
a été oo gS geegge Reiger et ‘qu’il.a 
maiMtenaut & sa téte un homme qui a 


~ 


porté un pseudonyme giorieux:dans ja Ré- 


sistance et a ent, ne peut 
‘pas ‘rentrer dans la catégorte 4 laquelie i] 
a fait allusion. | | 


fl est & remarquer, d’autre ‘part, qu'au 
‘sérviee central de mon ministére, la diree- 


. tion générale ‘des chemins defer et des 
_ transports 


est aujourd’hui ‘sous ‘les ordres 
‘dun nouveau ‘titulaire, ‘qui ne ‘peut pas 
ne €tre classé dans la catégorie in- 
‘criminée. 


‘Quant aux principes qui srésii 
ion “des. services * yartem 
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pements, consid pes comme 
rationnels dans la période actuelle ov 1’in- 
térét collectif et national exclut le retour 
& la-liberté. Je prétends, en accord avec 
la tédération des transports, que le décret 
du 3 juin 1944 constitue une base solide 
pour établir une organisation rationnelle, 
- Cette organisation doit avoir comme base 
fe service départemental des transports, 
accompagné dun bureau professionnel. A 
mon avis, on ne peut donner en cette 
matiére le pouvoir de décision 4 un bureau 
et au chef de service. Il faut que le chef 
de service travailie avec ce bureau et se 
décharge sur lui d’une partie de la besogne 
de détail, en restant ainsi en liaison 
étroite avec les transporteurs et leurs ou- 
vriers: Mais il faut, comme en toutes 
choses, que la décision appartienne finale- 
ment au chef responsable | 

D’autre part, M. Tollet a fait allusion au 
réformes du comité d’organisation des 
transports routiers. ll a prononcé plus‘eurs 
noms, dont celui de l’ancien président du- 
dit comité, é jai, en effet, conservé 
comme commissaire provisoire au moment 
de la libération, pour une raison trés 
simple: c’est qu’a Alger j’ai vu arriver des 
hommes, porteurs de renseignements pré- 
cieux, qui avaient été envoyés au Comifé 
de libération par cette personne que M. 
Tollet a nommée. Je n’avais donc aucune 
espéce de raison, de prime abord, de me 

asser des services de celle-ci; par ailleurs, 
es commissaires provisoires devaient étre 
choisis- dans la profession. 

M. Tollet. Vous étiez mal renseigné. 
monsieur le ministre! : 

M. le ministre des travaux publics et 
des transports. Je n’étais pas mal rensei- 
gné. J’ai les documents; ils sont, dans les 
archives, 4 votre disposition. 

A ce moment, je n’avais donc aucune 
raison de me priver des services de ce 
commissaire provisoire. Je dois dire — 
vove l’avez indiqué — qu’il ne l’a pas 
reconnu et qu’un beau jour, parce qu’il 
avait été l’objet d’attaques, il m’a envové 
sa démission. Je lui ai répondu que si tous 
les ministres, tous les commissaires pro- 
visoires et tous les fonctionnaires qui sont 
objet d’attaques devaient donner leur dé- 
mission, il est bien certain qui l’intérét 
général y perdrait. (Applaudissements.) 

Mais j’ai accepté sa démission. Il en est 
résulté; naturellement, un certain trouble 
dans l’organisation de ce comité d’orga- 
nisation, lequel d’ailieurs avait joné dans 
administration de la région _parisienne, 
et notamment de Ja S.A.T.A.R., un role 
qui n’était pas le sien. 
_ J'ai done sénaré le comité d’organisation 
du service d’approvisionnement et des 
transports de la région parisienne, auquel 
j’ai donné le nouveau titulaire que j’ai 
nommé tout A l’heure, et, j’ai réduit le 
comitt d’organisation 4 ce qu’il doit étre: 
un organe qu’on ne peut pas encore sup- 

mer parce qu’il est, en fait, chargé 

epuis longtemps... < 

M. Arthur Ramette. Depuis- longtemps, 
c’est-a-dire depuis Vichy! 

‘ M. le ministre des travaux publics et des 
‘ts. ... de besognes partition 


Je serai plus 
} S$eral 
Py oe - )) ’ q w+ 


nexy & 


| je ne sais urquo 


7, 


que ‘la fédération ouvriére, con- | 
trairement 4 la ae de certains-grou-— 


M. Arthur Ramette._Il. faut les <neaeine 
tous et faire disparaitre l’esprit de Vichy. 
- M. le ministre des travaux publics et das 
transports. Celie question me dépasse un 
peu, mais je dois dire qu’on ne me _tron- 
vera jamais opposé 4 de telles suppres- 
sions, ~ | 
Ces comités, seront remplacés par des 
chambres syndica:es reconstituées, comme 
cela se fait en ce moment, en particulier 
dans la région parisienne, en ce qi con- 
eerne, les transports rouliers. Les transpor- 
teurs, petits et grands — et surtout les 
petits — se sont reconstitués en ehambre 


' syndicale; je les ai recus et les ai trouvés 


en agcoyd général avec ma politique et en 
accord aussi.avec le nouveau commissaire 
provisoire du comité d’organisation, qui 
est un professionnel; car tant qu’il. y aura 
des comifés d’organisation, les commiss1i- 
res provisoires ne ‘pourront ¢tre que des 
professionnels. 

Ces transporteurs m’ont signalé qu’on 
leur devait encore des sommes nombreu- 
ses. Je dois dire que ia chose est exacte: 
je ne cesse de demander. qu’ils soient 
payés. Je suis obligé de constater que l’en- 
quéte qui.a été menée sur le passé, c’est- 
4-dire sur la S. A. T. A. R., et les nombreu- 
Ses piéces qu’il y a eu a dépouiller ont 
occupé de nombreux controleurs qui, par 
ailleurs, je ie reconnais, travaililent lente- 
ment. Je demande — M. le ministre des 
finances le sait, mais it n’est pas le seul 
en cause — que cette besogne soit hatée et 
que les fonds de roulement des petits 
transporteurs soient reconstitués. 

M. Toilet. Et en ce qui concerne les res- 
ponsabilités? 

M. le ministre des travaux publics et des 
transports. Je terminerai ma réponse a M. 
Tollet en abordant les deux derniéres ques- 
tions qu’il a examinées, la 
répartition du charbon et du 
de l’entretien des routes. 

Je voudrais, répéter 4 l’Assemblée — je 
croyais l’avoir dit, mais je ne me suis 
certainement pas suffisamment fait com- 
prendre — qu'il ne suffit pas d’avoir des 
moyens de transport pour aller chercher 
du charbon et du bié, mais qu’il faut avoir 
lautorisation d’aller les chercher. On ne 
peut pas, je le dis pour mes collégues 
- ne sont pas a4 leur banc et que Je 

éfends, imaginer un systéme de réparti- 
tion nationale dans lequel les collectivités 
pourraient envoyer soit des trains de ca- 
mions, soit des trains de wagons, cherche 
du charbon ou du blé dans un endroit 
ou il y en a un certain jour, sans com- 
promettre définitivement tout le pro- 

ramme du ravitaiilement, c’est-a-dire tout 
é programme des transports.- 

n tout cas, ces questions de répartition 
du charbon et du bié relévent des minis- 
téres responsables et non pas du ministére 
des transports. Ce n’est pas 14 un jeu de 
halle, mais la constatation absolument évi- 
dente de la nécessité of nous nous trou- 
vons de vivre dans l’économie dirigée de 
la répartition. 

Quant a l’entretien des routes, je par- 
tage les appréhensions de M. Tollet et je 
les €prouve méme depuis plus longtemps 


lé et ceile 


que tui. | | i 
~ M. Jacques Duclos. C’est eo uregetet. 


des- ts. J'ai réuni a 


i, se trouve rattaché | 


uestion -de | 


‘ el 


} nées; elles n’ont. pas. été observées, en 


r points, par les convois de l’armée 
am 6.3 Py 5 . a ae 
M. Arthur Ramette. Les routes sont la- 


bourées. 


&. Tollet. Mais on prétend réparer les 
routes avec de la gadoue! 
MM. fe ministre des travaux publics et 
des transports. Des consignes qui ont 
été données A la suite d’un accord inter- 
venu entre-le commandement allié et mes 
Services. Mais dans tous les’ pays du 
monde, les exécutants sont les exécu- 
tants... | 
Quant 4 la réparation provisoire qu’on | 
peut exécuter dans les circonstances pré-. | 
sentes, ele n’est certainement pas bril- | 
Jante. Il faut remettre des matériaux le 
long des routes. Il faudrait aussi avoir des 
liants qui ne sont encore arrivés. avec un 
irés grand retard, que dans le Midi de la 
France, ov la situation n’est pas beaucoup 
meilleure. Nous manquons de goudron, de 
bitume. La situation est sérieuse. Mais il 
ne faut rien dramatiser. La France a un 
réseau de routes extrémement dense et 
Von pourra toujours circuler, car tout ne 
sera pas abimé partout. M. Tollef le sait. 
H ne faut pas non plus finir sur une 
note trop pessimiste et déclarer que, parce 
que l’hiver a été rude et qu’un @Certain 
nombre de harritres de dégel n’ont pas 
été respectées, la circulation sera impos- 
sible-en France au printemps. (Applau- 
dissements.) 
M. Auguste Gillot. A mon avis, on man- | 
que surtout d’énergie. | 
M. le président. Personne ne demande 
plus la parole dans la discussion géné- 
rale ?... 
La discussion générale du budget des 
travaux publics et des transports est close. 
Nous passons 4 l’examen des chapitres. 
Je donne lecture du chapitre 1°. 


TITRE I* 
DEPENSES ORDINAIRES 
4° partie. —-Personnel, 


« Chap. 1*. — Traitements du ministre 
et du personnel de l|’administration cen- 
trale, 16.980.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

Personne ne demande la parole sur ie 
chapitre 1° ? | | 

.Je le mets aux Voix. 

(Le chapitre 1°, mis aux voiz, est 
adopté.) — 

M. le président. « Chap. 2. — Allocations 
et indemnités diverses du personnel de 
l’administration centrale, 2.778.000 fr. » 
— (Adopté.) . 

« Chap, 3. — Fonctionnaires appartenant 
aux cadres des services extérieurs détachés 
4 administration centrale, aux conseils et 
aux comités. — Traitements, 3: 483.000 fr. » 


— (Adopté.) 


« Chap. 4. — Ecole nationale des ponts 
et chaussées. — Traitements et salaires, 
2.720.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) | 

« Chap. 5. — Ecole nationale des ponts 
et chaussées. — Allocations et indemnités 
diverses, 715.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

M. le era gnc « Chap 6. —« Institut 
géographique national. —  Traitements, 


| 49.634.000 fr. » 


-M.. Ouradou a déposé un amendement 
tendant a réduire le crédit de ce chapitre 
de 4.878.211 fr. et a le ramener, en ¢on- 


} séquence, 


é 


s < 


‘ peut-étre accepté cette augmentation en 


la eréation de ce service tout entier résul- 


«serait de ne pas 


— 


‘a 


108 


raux, 42 ingénieurs en chef, 69 ingénie 

ordinaires, Or, on veut les renforcer pat 
5 ingénieurs en chef, 55 ingénieurs a des 
titres divers et 22 ingénieurs adjoints. Je 
ne pense pas que le travail soit tel 4 
l’heure présente qu’il puisse justifier une 
telle augmentation d’effectifs. J aurais 


: 


1946, mais je ne pense pas que le service 
soit tellement surchargé & VPheure pré- 
sente pour justifier une augmentation de 
cet re, 


M. Ie président, Ia parole est & M. Je 
rapporieur. 


M. Chaumié, rapporteur. L’amendement 
de M. Ouradou, de méme que les deux sui- 
vants, portent sur lorganisalion du ser- 
vice géographique colonial qui était de- 
mandé depuis longtemps. Pendant la pé- 
riode d’occupation, le Gouvernement de 
Vichy, selon une habitade qui iui était 
chére, avait promulgué seus son nom la 
loi créant Vinstitution que ses prédéces- 
seurs avaient préparéegt mise au point et 
fixé le nombre des fonctionnaires qui de- 
vaient la faire vivre, mais, comme il 
n’avait pas de colonies 4 gérer, ll n’en a 
noemmé aucun. En fait, ce service est ab- 
solument nécessaire. . 

Notre- Empire est un élément vital de 
la Nation. La France ne restera un grand 
pays que si elle demeure liée 4 son Empire 
et si elle en développe les ressources. Elle 
ne peut le faire qu’en poussant trés rapi- 
dement les travaux cartographiques. . 

li a fallu d’abord conquérir, ensuite se 
faire aimer, enfin mettre a jour et exploi- 
ter toutes les ressources et faire face 3 
tous les besoins de notre Empire. Pour 
cela des cartes détaili¢es et exactes 
étaient indispensables, il faliut des cia- 
listes nombreux et outiliés pour executer 
cette tiche. Jusqu‘ici des services distincts 
et extrémement peu fournis existalent en 
Indochine, en Afrique occidentale fran- 
caise et & Madagasear. Le reste de nos Co- 
lonies n’avaient absolumen! aucun service 
géographique. Quelques officiers avaient 
seulement reconnu un canevas sommaire 
d’itinéraires dont la rigueur géodésique 
élait réduite. Aujourd’hui la nécessité in- 
combe a ja France d’établir des cartes 
rE et précises de ces vastes étendues 

2 pays. 

n nous a été pénible de constaler que 
étude des grands parcours aériens qul 
traversent nos colonies avait di, pendant 
cette guerre, étre exécutée par nos alliés. 

Ea Afrique équatoriale fran¢aise, en Ce 
moment-ci, une mission américaine ¢vn- 
sidérable, pourvue de moyens puissants, 
établit la carie de toute une région de . 
nos colonies. Nous n’avons auprés d’elle 
personne pour participer a ses travaux et 
pour en profiter. : : | 

La nomination ‘de ces fonctiennaires et 


tent d'études fort anciennes qu’il faut met-— 
tre en ceuvre. Nous avons ument be- 
soin de ce personnel et le seul reproche 
que je is faire au Gouvernement 
Pavoir mis en 
le 6 juin, La raison en est qu'il pece- 
voir une instruction spéciale. Il existe en 
France une école du service gé 


} 


— 


| tements et indemnités, 99.672.000 fr. ». — 


-paubli 


 cokamissien des 
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Je demande par conséquent 4 M. Oura- | 
dou de ne pas insister sur ia suppression 
aun service qa devait exister, que lon | . 
commence 4 doter d'un 0 techni- 

e ultra moderne, qui sera doté d’avions | | 

tog hiques prévus te genre de | 
travail. Ce service est essaire, chaque | 


jour il sera plus nécessaire, parce que, 
pour exploiter nos colonies, il faut an hs a 
et que pour établir un plan soit de voies. 
de communications, soit de recherches mi- 
niéres, il faut des cartes détailiées et 
exaties. Par suite de nos matheurs, nous 
sommes en retard, ii n’y a plus une minute 
& perdre. ’ 
a est 4 M. Oura- 
O11, . & 
M. Ouradou. Je retiens l’explication don- ' 
née par M. le rapporteur, d’aprés 
ii est indispensable que ces agents suivent 
des cours-pendant un an ou deux, ce qui 
peut justifier l’attribution du crédit, et je 
retire mon amendement. 
: bo le président. L’amendement est re- 
. | 
Personne ne demande plus ia. parole ? 
Je mets aux voix je chapitre 6. 
(Le chapitre 6, mis auz voir, est adoplé.) 
@. le président. « Cha 7. — Ins- 
titut géographique national. — Salaires, 
53.931.000 fr. » | 
M. Ouradou 4 déposé un’ amendement 
tendant 4 réduire le crédit de ce chapitre 
de 8.372.760 fr. et 4 le ramener, en con- 
séquence, & 45.558.240 fr. - 
La parole est 4 M. Ouradou. 
M. Ouradou. Cet amendement étant le 
corollaire du premier, je je retire égale- 
ment. | 


M. le président. L’amendement est retire. | 
Je mets aux voix le chapitre 7. : 
(Le chaptire 1, mis aux voix, est adopté.) 


M. le président. « Chap. 8. — Institut 
géographique national. — Allotations et in- | 
demnités diverses, 1.454.000 fr. ». : 
(Adopté.) | 

« Chap. 9. — Ingénieurs des poents et 
chaussées. — Traitements et indemnités, 
41.427.000 fr. ». — {Adopté.) 

« Chap. 10. — Ingénieurs et ingénieurs 
adjoints des travaux publics de l’Etat (ser- | 
vice des ponts et chaussées). — Trai- 


——ee 


(Adopté.) | 

« Chap. 11. — Adjoints techniques des 
ponts et chaussées. — Traitements et in- 
demnités, 45.561 .000 fr. » — (Adopte¢.) . 

M. le président. « Chap. 12. — Agents de 
bureau et personnel contractnel des ponts . 
et chaussées. — Traitements, salaires et 
indemnités, 416.226.0080 fr. » . 

Le Gouvernement a demandé, par lettre 
rectificative, une angmentation de crédit 
de 94.000 fr. La commission a rejeté ce 
crédit. oe | 


La parole est 4M. le ministre des travaux | 
HCS. } | ee 
M. {2 ministre des travaux publics et des | 
tp ge gn Fe op gt 

s’ crédit : 
redlificative j'avais demands ar : 
' finances de bien vouloir 
considérer. Car, ainsi , ) 


13 
lettre 


j nouveau correspondan 


‘te 


get. La commission des finances a pris, 
ur Pinstant, la décision de ne a 
er d’étre saisie, au moment de ia discus- 
Sion en séance publique, de letires recti- 
ficatives et de rep e examen da cha- 
pitre sur iequei elles portent. La question 
doit étre ée par ie ministre 4 la 
"Assemblée. 
Teutefois, quand il s’agit d’an service 
t & ua besoin qui 
n’existait pas ou qui n’avait pas pu étire 
chifiré au moment of le budget a été en- 
voyé 24a commission ou bien jorsgu’il 
é’agit de dépenses inévitables, la commis- 
sion des finances les accepte. Mais lorsqu’il 
S’agit de dépenses qui avaient pu étre pré- 
vues iors du dépéi du budget, la commis- 
sion des finances demande les crédiis 
destinés 4 -y faire face soient insérés dans 
le p"ochain collectif. 
ous allez voir que nous avons accepié 
cependant un trés grand nembre de vos 
demandes. : 
Sur le chapitre en discussion, il s’agit 
. Seulement de deux agents contractuels et 
de trois sténo-dactvlographes, Je crois qu’:i 


| est possible, sur ensemble du personnel 


du ministére des travaux publics, d’obtenir 
le détachement, 4 ce service, des fonction- 
naires dont vous avez besoin, jusgu’au 
moment oti vous pourrez, dans :e prochain 
collectif, faire voter le erédit qui vous est 
nécessaire, 

M. le minisire des travaux publics et des 

| s. Je n’insiste pas. 

M. le président. Personne ne demande 
plus la parole ?... 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre 12, au 
chiffre de 16.226.000 fr. 

{Le chapiire 12, mis aux voir, est 
adopté.) 

i. le Pe. « Chap. 13. — Rémuné- 
u personnel auxiliaire, 7.965.000 
 franes. » ‘ 

Yous acceplez également, monsieur le 
ministre, le crédit propesé par ja commis- 
sion des finances 2... 

M. le minisire des travaux publics et des 
transports. Oui, monsieur le président. 

‘. le président. Je mets aux voix le cha- 
pitre 13, avec le chiffre de 7.965.000 Ir. 

{Le chapitre 13, mis aur woiz, est 
adopté.) : : 

M. le président. « Chap. 14. — Officiers 
de port du service maritime, — Traite- 
ments, 6.113.000 fr. ». — {Adopté.) 

« Chap. 15. — Personnel des ports mari. 
times de commierce. — Yraitements et sa- 
laires, 9.000.000 de francs ». — {Adoplé.) 

« i6. — Personnel des phares et 
balises. — Traitements et salaires, 13-mil- 
liens 262.000 fr. ». — (Adopté.} | 
« on i. — de la naviga- 
tion interieure. — Traitements ct salaires, 
ay fr. mn, — ( 7 
« 


ap. 18. — Personnel nen spéci | 
nee pags Fr apn 
49. — Personne] : 
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La le est 4 M. Deniau: 
i ls Deniay. Fai écouté hier, avec 
beaucoup d’attentien, votre réponse, mon- 
sieur le ministre, et je dois. dire -qu’elle 
ne c aucun. ent convaincant, 


_ aucune justification réelle de votre. refus, 


ni aucune proposition nouvelle. En somme, 
votre reftts repose bien plus sur ane Opi- 
nion personnelie que sur des considéra- 
tions techniques. Rien ne ressort de votre 
argumentation, si ce n’est que, personnel- 
Iement, vous ne croyez pas a la réussite 
de l’operation. Mais, en contrepartie, vous 
n’apportez rien de positif mi aucune preuve 
irréfutable justifiant votre opinion. 
Dans votre: réponse, vous avez dit a IAs- 
semblée que vous. doutiez qu’elle vous 
suive dans vos explications. Je serais sur- 


pris, en effet, qu’elle vous suive et je. 


m’étonne surtout, une fois de plus, que 
vous n’acceptiez pas de reconsidérer la 
question. 

Il ne m’est pas agréable, crovez-le, d’étre 
en opposition sur cette question avec le 
Gouvernement, ou plutit a@ec Ie ministre 
des transports. Aujourd’hui encore.je me 
permets d’insister d'une facon toute par- 
ticuli¢re pour que voas acceptiez au moins 
le principe de notre projet ét pour que 
vous l’examiniez de nouveau. 

Vous avez contesté, hier certains de mes 
chiffres. Je m’en excuse auprés de l’As- 
semblée, mais je dois tout de méme lui 
donner quelques. explications. 

En effet, monsieur le ministre, vous avez 
partiellement raison lorsque vous indiqnez 
que le chiffre de 13.000 tonnes excéde te 
tonnage des denrées qui seraient néces- 
saires chaque jour pour la région pari- 
stenne. Cela serait juste si nous prentons 
pour base le rationnement actuel, car, 
ainsi caleulé, le tonnage des denrées gu’il 
faut amener chaque jour dans la région 
parisienne est d’environ 8.000 tonnes. 


* Nous sommes donc d’accord sur lke chif- 
fre de 8.000 tonnes comme tomnage néces- 
saire seulement pour honorer les tickets. 
Jajoute d’ailleurs que nous sommes obli- 

és de conslater que ces &.00%s tonnes de 

enrées, qui constituent un miAimum, ne 
sont méme pas amenées quotidiennement 
dans la région parisienne. 


Seconde constatation: ces 8.000 tonnes 
de denrées ne sont pas suffisantes pour 
donner a4 la population parisienne une alt 
mentation normale. Ii serait done néces- 
saire de compléter ce tonnage par des ap- 
ports supplémentaires. Or, les denrées né- 
cessaires existent en province et il serait 


indispensable de les acheminer sur la ré-— 


gion parisienne, surtout dans ke période 
présente. 

Vous auriez parfaitement raison. mon- 
sieur te ministre, si des transports 


ea nase ne coer eae ae 


été demandés au cours des derniers mois. 
Mais en fait, en décembre dernier, 220.000 
& 150.000 tonnes de pommes de terre, qui 
élaient disponibles en Bretagne, n’ent pu 
étre s dans la région parisienne, 
faute de wagons. | | 


D’énormes quantités de denrées, de K- . 


. notamment, n’ont 
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- frans parce que la sNcr n'étai | 
pas en état de mettre a la disposition du | 
 ‘Tavitaillement général la quantité de wa- | 
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Je ne veux citer que deux exemples, 
sin den. porcienn ae: are ah ties ter 

e des. pommes re qui ¢ i- 
nes régions de France, sur l’étendue de 
champs. entiers, n’ont pas été arrachées 
parce que les euitivateurs en avaient 
assez pour leur consommation et pour 
Valimentation du bétail et qu’ils savaient 
que cette récolte resterait 4 pourrir dans 
les granges, faute de moyens de transport. 

Le. deuxieme exemaple. est celui de la mu- 
nicipalité de SaintPol-de-Léon, qui a 


offert au Comité partsien de libération de -+ 


mettre 4 la disposition de la population de 
potre région cinquante tonnes de choux- 
fleurs par semaine. . 

Une délégation s’est rendue auprés de 
la S.N.C.P. pour demander que des wagons 
soient mis 4 notre disposition, afin d’ame- 


per ces marchandises sur le marché La 
encore la S.N.C.F. s’est trouvée dans l’obli- 
gation -le refuser ces. Wagons, 


parce 
qu'elle n’en avait pas suffisamment, 

Vous avez dit hier, monsieur le minis- 
tre, que les moyens de transport qui vous 
étaient demandés étaient suffisants peur 
amener la quantité de marehandises néces- 
Saire a l’alimentation de la région pari- 


Sienne. Je répéte que c’est partiellement 
| exact. Mais, & mom sens, ce 
transporter, ce sont toutes 
| dises, toutes les denrées qui sont en excé- 


u'il s’agit de 
€3 marchan- 


dent dams certaines régions et qui doivent, 
aujourd’hui surtout, venir compléter une 


-alimentation déficiente par suite du man- 


que de viande et de matiéres grasses dans 
la région parisienne. 

Le probiéme ne consiste pas seutement 
& utiliser au mieux les 3.000 camions en 
état de marche dont vous pariiez hier, 
mais encore 4 mettre sur la route tout ce 
qui peut et doit bon gré, mal gré, router. 

Monsieur le ministre, vous avez en main 
des textes, vous avez publié des ordon- 
nances, vous disposez de pouvoirs excep- 
tionnels pour réglementer la circulation 
des camions et pour mettre sur la rotite 
tout le tonnage nécessaire au ravitaille- 
ment de la région parisienne. Mais on est 
bien obligé de reconnaitre — vous le re- 
connaissez d’ailleurs vous-mémes — que 
le systéme actuel ne peut pas, et de loin. 
donner entiére satisfaction. En effet, des 
camions sont dissimulés en nombre assez 
lmportant et, d’autre part, tout le tonnage 
gn existe actuellement et se trouve en 
tat de rouler n’est pas utilisé d'une ma- 
niére rationnelle et compléte. C’est 14 un 
fait absolument incontestable. 


Je suis done obligé, monsieur le minis- 


tre, de-maintenir mon désaccord avec 


vous, en vous demandant une fois de plus, 
ie je le répéte, beaucoup d’insistance, 
accepter de revoir la question. — 
Contrairement & ee. que vous affirmiez 
hier, opinion pubiique, croyez-moi, -- et 
c'est peut-étre aussi le sentiment de I’As- 
sem — n’a pas l’impression et encore 
moins ja preuve 
devrait étze fait e 
Crest . 
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Ensemble, nous. essayerans de nous 
metize d’accord, avee le seul souci, : 
le seul dessein de faire venir sur la région 
parisienne le tonnage de denrées néces- 
saire pour améliorer lalimentation de la 
ig jrmwonueg 7 


rsque ensemble nous aurons accompli | 


cette tache — ot Je suis tout prét 4 vous 
apporter ma modeste collaboration — je 
suis sty non seucement que nous aurons 
bien travailé pour la population pari- 
sienne, mais encore que nous aurons bien 


servi le pays et son Gouvernement. (Ap- | 


plaudissements. ) 

M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Ie mi- 
nistre des travaux publics. : 

M. te ministre des travaux pubtiss et des 


transports. Messieurs, je lai dit hier, je | 


pense que l’Assemblée n’hésite pas un seul 
instant & penser qu’il v a ‘actuellement 
un probleme des transports qui géne le ra- 
vitaulement. Sur ce point, tout le monde 
est d’accord et je n’ai jamais dit le con- 
traire. : 

En ce qui concerne la question spéciale 
soulevée par M. Deniau, j'ai précisé que 
le probleme qui se pose pour moi est de 
savoir si le projet qu'il a présenté est de 
nature, ou~non, 4 améliorer la situation 
des transports de ravitaillement. 

Or, j’ai dit hier ‘es raisons pour les- 
quelies je mense que ce projet, dans la 
forme ou il est présenté, n’est pas de 
nature a améliorer cette situation. Sur ce 
point, je n'ai pas changé davis. 

Enfin, j-ai indiqué tout 4 Pheure ka ma- 
niére dont nous agencerons les mesures 
prises, au fur et 4 mesure de l’augmenta- 
tion des disponibulités de notre parc. Je 
me suis expliqué completement sur ce 
point. 

C’est pourquoi, tout en demeurant d’ac- 
cord pour discuter avee M. Deniau et ses 
collégues, aussi souvent qu’ils le désire- 
ront, des questions relatives aux trans- 
ports d’approvisionnement de la région 
parisienne, il ne m’est pas possible d’ac- 
cepter le principe du plan propose — 

Je laisse l’Assemblée libre de manifester 
son opinion, mais je he puis, quant a mol, 
me rallier & Pamendement de M. Deniau. 
Etant donné le commentaire qui l’accom- 


pagne, cela impliquerait, de ma patt, i ac- 


ceptation du 

ahboration. 
M. Jules Mosh. Je demande la parole. 
M. le président. En vertu de )’artic'e 40 

du réglement, je ne puis vous donner fa 


principe qui a présidé 4. son 


parole, monsieur Moch, que si vous dési- 


rez défendre une opinion contraire 4 ceile 
de l’auteur de l’amendement. 

M. Jules Moch. Ce n’est pas le cas, mon- 
sieur le président, je désirais au contraire 
plaider sa cause. Se 

M. le président. Dans ecs conditions, Jc 
regrette infiniment de 
donner la parole. 

Je vais consulter Assemblée. 

M. dules Moch. Monsieur le président, Je 
demande ta parole pour expliquer Mon 


| yote et je dépose une demande de serutin 


pub,ie 


4 fet, te pr 
jcelui de 


ne pouvoir Vous - 
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ASSEMBLEE - CONSULTATIVE BROVISORE. — 


SEANCE DU. 15 FEVRIER. 1945. 


de trés nombreuses entreprises sont 
exclues it bénélice as adjud' cations 
gu’elles ont travailé = pour l’ennemi.. Ce 
sont, bien entendu, de petites entreprises 
qui figurent sur ja liste que je posséde, et 


Fed 


~“ 


‘-non-les grosses, gui ont bien davantage 


travailié pour lennemi.. |. 

li conviendra:t. d’ajouter 4 la loi qui au- 
torise la réquisition des personnels ou- 
vriers un téxte permettant de réquisition- 
ner les entreprises elles-mémes. 

Jé demande donc a |’Assomb-ée d’expri- 
mer par son vote. son accord de pr.ncipe 
sur la réquisition du matériel, tele que .a 
demande M. Deniau. (Applaudissements.) 

M. le président, Je mets aux vox l’amen- 
dement de M. Deniau repoussé par le Gou- 
vernement, | : 

Je suis saisi par M. Julies Moch d’une de- 
mande dé scrulin portant les vingt s:gna- 
tures. rég:ementaires. 

Le 4crutin est ouvert. 

(Les votes sont recieillis. MM. les secre- 
taires en font le dépowuillement.) 

M. le président. Voici le résultat du dé- 
pouillement du scrutin: ’ 


Nombre des votants......... 167 
Majorité absolue.... 84 


Pour l’adoption...... 451 
Contre 16 


L’Assemb:ée consultative provisoire a 
adopté. (Applaudissements.) 

Personne née demande plus la parole sur 
le chapitre 20 ?... | 


Je le mets aux voix au chiffre nouveau. 


de 1.344.000 fr. a 

(Le chapitre 20, ainsi modifie, mis aur 
voir, est adopté.) 

M. le président. « Chap. 21. — Jetons de 
résence des administrateurs representant 
‘Etat au conseil d’administralion de la 

Société nationale des chemins de fer fran- 
cais, 60.000 fr. » — (Adopteé.) 

« Chap. 22. — Musée permanent des 
travaux publics. — Dépenses de personnel, 
99.000 fr. » — (Adoplé.) 

« Chap. 23. — Traitement des fonction- 
naires en congé de longue, durée, 900.000 
francs. » — (Adopié.) 

« Chap. 24. — Indemnités de résidence, 
34 millions de francs. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. 25. — Supp!ément familial de 


traitement, 26.526.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 


« Chap. 26. — Indemnités spéciales aux 
fonctionnaiges, agents et ouvriers d’Alsace 
et de Lorraine, 390.000 fr. » — (Adopéé.) 

« Chap. 27. — Indemnités aux fonction- 
naires chargés du controle des ports ma- 
ritimes et des outillages des voies navi- 
gables et des ports maritimes, 70.000 fr. » 
— (Adopté.) tees pag. oe 

« Chap. 28. — Frais spéciaux d’assurance 
des ouvriers des services des ponts et 
chaussées en Alsace et en Lorraine, 240.000 


| frances. » — (Adopié.) 


« Chap. 29. — Bonifications des pensions 
de retraite des cantonniers de |’Etat. — 
Allocations aux. vieux travailleurs. salariés, 
aux personnels bénéficiaires de régimes 
perpcuicts de retraite, 200.000 fr. » — 


(Adopté.) | | we vik 
2 . 30. —. Canton- 


Allocations aux--veuves e 
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_M. le président. « Cha 
niers. — Salaires et Smewuniats Gycrses. 
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temps la situation faite aux . cantonniers. 
Je-vous demande de:suivre cette tradition. | 


Vous connaissez particulitrement, mon- 
sieur le ministre des travaux pubiics, ce 
personnel qui est trés apprécié par vos 
services et qui est plein de dévouement. 
il fait ses preuves au cours de cette guerre 
comme il les a faites dans le passé et 
comme il les fera encore lorsqu’il s’agira 
de reconstruire te réseau routier. 

Je vous demande donc, conformément A 
la tradition, d’améliorer leur situation en 
harmonisant leurs salaires avec la situa- 
tion faite aux fonctionnaires. 

M. le président. La parole est A M. le 
ministre des travaux publics. 

M. le ministre ces travaux publics et des 
transports. Je réponds immédiatement a 
M. Neumeyer gue la situation des canton- 
niers, qui a été modifiée pour la derniére 
fois en méme temps que cedle des fonc- 
tionnaires, sera examinée par le ministre 
des travaux pub:ies avec toute la bien- 
veillance que mérite ce corps de servi- 
teurs de |’Etat, qui accomplit, comme °’a 
fait observer M. Neumevyer, des travaux 
pén'b'es et ingrats. 

M. Chaumié, rapporteur. Nous ne pou- 
vons que féliciter M. le minisire des tra- 
vaux publics qui n’a pas atten! que fit 
prise Vordonnance du 6 janvier et qui, 
dés le 7 décembre 1944, a, par arrété, plus 
que doublé le salaire des cantonniers. 


M. Germinal. Je demande la parole. 


M. le président. La parole est a M. Ger- 
minal. | 

M. Germinal. L’observation de M. le rap- 
porteur n’est valable que jusqu’a un cer- 
tain point. 

Je voudrais, 4 la suile de l’exposé de 
M. le ministre .des travaux publics, dire 
combien il serait intéressant de se pen- 
cher sur la situation des cantonnicrs et 
chefs cantonniers. Le temps est loin ou 
le cantonnier se promenait sur la route 
avec une brouette, une pelle et une pioche. 
La technique de la route est telle aujour- 
d’hui que les cantonniers sont devenus 
des ouvriers spécialisés. Il faudrait. donc, 
autant que possible, rapprocher leurs trai- 
tements de ceux des agents de méme 
catégorie. par exemple des agents des 
pene des postes, télégraphes et teélé- 
phones. 


Dans son dernier exposé, M. le ministre 
a parlé de |’état lamentable de nos routes. 
ll y aura demain un trés gros effort a 
faire pour Jes remettre en état. Je demande 
4 M. le ministre si on pourra assimiler 
prochainement les cantonniers-et_les chefs 
cantonniers aux agents des lignes et aux 


| conducteurs des postes, télégraphes et télé- 


phones. nak 2 
M. le président. La parole est 4 M. le mi- 
nistre des travaux publics. 
M. le ministré des travaux publics et des 
transports. Ii ne m’est pas possible de vous 
répondre au sujet de cette assimilation qui 


nécessite d’abord un examen de la situa-. 
tion avec M. le ministre des finances. Mais 


’ai donnée & M. Neumeyer en ce qui con- 
cerne la bienveillance avec laquelle mon 
eesrtenant speceeniors des ; propositions 
suscep:ibles d ameliorer, de facon urgente 

‘et raisonnée, le sort des cantonniers. 


ident. Personne ne demande 
aux voix le chapitre 30, au chif- 
9.000 | e francs. him cod ahs 
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: fonctiannement 
des’ services. i 


‘« Chap. 32. — Administration centrale. 


— Remboursement de frais, 908.000 fr. » — 
n° ao 
' « Chap. 33. — Officiers de port du ser- 
vice maritime. — Remboursement de frais, 
663.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) er : 
_« Chap. 34. — Personne! des ports mari- 
times de commerce. — Remboursement-de 
frais, 506.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) | 

« Chap. 35. — Personnel des phares et 
balises. Remboursement de frais, 
955.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

_« Chap. 36. — Personnel de la naviga- 
tion intérieure. Remboursement de 
frais, 1.376.000 fr. » —.(Adopté.) : 

« Chap. 37..— Personnel du con'‘réle des 
transports. — Remboursement de frais, 
2.571.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. 38. — Institut géographique na- 


-_-_— 


tional. — Remboursement de frais, 
15.200.000 ite» ge (Adopteé.) 

« Chap. 39."—. Personnel des ponts. et 
chaussées. — Remboursement de frais, 
{6.711.000 fr. » -- (Adonteé.) 

« Chap. 40. — Frais de changement de 
résidence, 2.000.000 de francs. » — 
(Adopte.) 


« Chap. 414.. — Frais de représentation 
aux congrés, 36000 fr. » — (Adonté.) 

« Chap. 42. — Matériel de l’administra- 
lion centrale, des conseiis, des comités et 
des services centraux instal'és dans les ba- 
liments du ministére, 3.898.000 fr. » — 

hap. 43. — Impressions et pubtica- 
tions du ministére des travaux pub'ics et 
des transports, 2.876.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. 44. — Payements a l’Jmnrimerie 
nationale, 770.000 fr. » — (Adoplé.) 

« Chap. 45. — Indemnités de repliement 
et de séparation, 9.000.000 de francs. » — 
(Adonté.) 

« Chap. 46. — Dépenses de renliement. 


— Réglement des réquisitions, 500.000 fr. » 
— (Adopté.) . 


« Chap. 47. — Institut géographique na- 
tional. — Matériel, 50.000.000 de francs. » 
— (Adopteé.) , 

« Chap. 48. Services des ponts et 
chaussées. — Matériel, 13.287.000 fr. » —~~ 
(Adonté.) | 

« Chap. 49. — Construction, acquisition, 
aménagement et entretien d’immeubles 
destinés aux services des ponts et chaus- 
sées, 1.000.000 de francs. » — (Adoplé.) 


« Chap, 50. — Services du contréle des 
transports. — Matériel, 460.000 fr. » — 


| (Adopté.) 


« Chap. 54. — Remplacement,- réparation 
et fonctionnement des véhicuies automo- 
biles de transport de personnel, 55.200.000 
francs. » — (Adopté.) | 


« Chap. 52. Musée permanent des 
travaux publics. — Matériel, 581.000 fr.. » 
— (Adopté.) . | | ¥, 

‘« Chap. 53. — Ecole nationale des ponts 
et chaussées. — Matériel, 1.230.000 fr. » — 
(Adopté.) — | 


«Chap. 54. — Frais de correspondante 
phi 


que et téléphonique, 3.931.000 


gntonniers 


! et agents in‘érieurs de l’adminis marion des 


(et aux 


A 4 ~ 
7 ee eee oe ae 
ro . d 


a 


= 30 RL Ea . apie eB 2 . 
oe. j 
- 7 ‘ ¢ 
G om 
a. 


ASSEMBLER: CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 5 FEVRIER 1945 


ate ome? 


! SORE aC es wae eo oy : 
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_M. le président. « Chap. 58. — Routes et 
ponts. — Entretien et amélioration. — Ré- 
parations ordinaires, 1.658.200.000 fr. » 


“La parole est 4 M. Pailhieux. 


' WM. André Paillieux. Sauf.erreur — et $i 
je. me trompe,: M. le ministre des travaux 

wblics: voudra bien réparer cette erreur — 
je crois que ce chapitre a trait 4 l’entretien 
des routes, y compris les routes départe- 
mentales et les ehemins vicinaux. S‘il en 
est bien ainsi, j’ai une communication a 
faire a l’Assemblée au sujet de la situa- 
tion des départements qui employaient un 
certain volume de chémeurs a l’entretien 
et méme a l’établissement de chemins vi- 
cinaux. 

Jusqu’d la fin de lannée derniére, il 
existait au budget du ministére des tra- 
vaux publics un crédit suffisant pour entre- 
tenir des équipes' de chémeurs qui, dans 
certaines circonseriptions dé ponts et 
chaussées, ont atteint jusqu’A 4.500 ou- 
vriers au cours de l’exercice 1944. Depuis 
le mois de janvier, ces crédits sont épuisés 
et les chOmeurs sont soutenus par le fonds 
national de chémage. Si l’on examine les 
sommes qy’ils touchent, on s’apercoit 
quits percoivent plus de 50 p. 100 du 
salaire 1 oli leur payerait si on les oceu- 
pait réellement. Encore certains ajoutent- 
lls 4 Jeur allocation. de chédmage des allo- 
cations de réfugiés. 


Ii semble donc indiqué de faire un effort 
budgétaire pour permettre de continuer a 
océuper cette main-d’ceuvre disponible qui 
‘pourrait rendre des services intéressants 

nos es rurales qui, dans bien 
des endroits, sont privées de bons chemins 
de communication. 


Au surplus, ceserait une bonne opéra- | 


tion, d’abord au point de vue moral, car 
il est bien, préférable de payer les gens 
pour travailler que de leur verser. des suh- 
ventions pour ne rien faire; ensuite, du 
oint de vue pratique, puisque jusqu’ici 
eur travail a donné des résultats trés in- 
téressants et pourrait, dans l’avenir, conti- 
nuer 4 donner également de trés bons ré- 
sultats. C’est du moins l’avis d’un ingé- 
nieur des ponts et chaussées qui m’a si- 
gnalé avant:hier cette situation. 


Je demande done & M. le ministre 
des travaux publics. de me dire s’il serait 
ossible .d’envisager le maintien des cré- 
its, nécessaires: pour permettre |’emploi 
de ces chOmeurs. 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. le mi- 
nistre ‘des travaux publics. c ? 

‘M. le miinistre des travaux publics et des 
fransports. Le chapitre 58.ne vise que les 
routes nationales et ce n’est donc pas sur 
_lui qu’étaient impulées les dépenses des 
travaux contre le chémage. | 


. Une lettre rectificative, adressée par mes 
soins et qui n’a pas été retenue,  portait 
ouverture d’un nouveau crédit. pour les 
' Gépenses 4 engager, pendant Pannée 1945, 
_ en ce qui concerne les op¢érations routiéres 
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‘tre 58, au chiffre de 1.658.200,000 fr. - 


’ : 


adopteé.) 


|, .« Chap. 60..— Travaux d’extension d 
port de Strasbourg. » — (Mémoire.) . 


lions de francs. » — (Adopté.) 
res, 30 millions de francs. » — (Adopte.) 


francs. » — Adee) 


conventions. » — (Mémoire.) 


let 1920, art. 133)... — (Mémoire.) 


les eaux. » — (Mémoire.) 
mer. » — (Mémoire.) 


d’un crédit de huit millions. 


des finances accepte ce crédit. 


ions. 
voiz, est adopté.) 


7° partie. — Charges sociales. 


— 


— (Adopté.) 


_— (Adopteé.) 
j francs. » — (Adopté.) — 
8° partie. — Subventions.. 
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(Le chapitre 58, mis aux voiz, est 


« Chap. 89. — Voies de navigation inté-— 
j Tieure. — Entretien et réparations ordinai- 
res, 150 millions de francs. » — (Adopté.} 


« Chap. 61. — Ports marit:mes. — Entre- 
tiens et réparations ordinaires, 200. mil- 


« Chap. 62. — Phares,. balises et signaux 
divers. — Entretien et réparations ordinai- 


« Chap. 63.‘.— Etudes et travaux de che- 
mins de fer exécutés par l’Etat, 150.000 


« Chap. 64. — Etudes et travaux de che- 
mins de. fer exécutés par |’Etat sur les 
fonds avancés par la Société nationale des— 
chemins de fer francais, en exécution des 


« Chap. 65. — Etudes et travaux de che- 
mins de fer exécutés par l’Etat sur les | 
fonds avancés par la Société nationale des 
chemins de fer framcais pour l’aménage- 
ment de la Hante-Dordogne (loi du 31 juil- 


« Chap. 6€. — Travaux de défense contre 


M. le président. « Chap. 67. — Subven- 
tions pour travaux de défense contre la 


Au chapitre 67, par lettre rectificative, le 
Gouvernement a demandé J inscription 


M. le rapporteur général. La commission 


M. le président. Je mets aux voix le cha- 
| pitre 67 au chiffre nouveau de huit mil-~ 


(Le chapitre 67 ainsi modifié, mis auz 


M. le président. « Chap. 68. — Alloca- 
tions familiales, 90 millions de francs. » 


« Chap. 69. — Attribution aux person- 
nels auxiliaires des allocations viageéres 
annuelles prévues par l’article premier de 
la loi du 18 septembre 1940, 100.000 fr. » 


« Chap. 70. — Guvres sociales, 8.935.000 
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4 obtenir. une réthiction de ‘ce genre. Mais’ 
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rées d’argaments intelligents; on ‘arrivait. 


‘cela jouait'en sens inverse quant 4 la lo- 
-gique. | : 

‘Ici, il s'agit d’une organisation qui doit 
retenir. d'une maniére toute particuti¢re 
Tattention des pouvoirs publics. et ¢videm- 
ment Ilattention. de Jl’Assemblée, puis- 
qu’aussi bien c'est 4 celle-ci qu’il appar- 
tient d’alerter, en la mati¢re, les Pouvoirs 
publics. Je me permets de lui. demander 
de_réfléchir que.ques instants 4 ce sujet. 
Dans un débat récent, javait Phonneur 
de demander, et j’ai eu Jl’impression 
d’avoir l’assentiment de mes collégues, 
qu’a l’avenir, lorsqu’il s’agirait de dépen- 
Ses destinées 4 rehausser le niveau intel- 
lectuel et moral des travailleurs et desti- 
nées aussi a leur assurer un s_andard de 
vie plus conforme 4 la. dignité humaine, 
on ne nous oppose pas la non-rentahilité 
des dépenses. ; 

J'ai quelque peu Il’impression que la ré- 
duction a été opérée par les services du 
ministére parce que l’on a dd concevoir, 
d’une maniére plus ou moins opportune, 
que cette dépense n’était pas rentable au 
sens ancien et restrictif du terme et qu’il 
convenail, en conséquence, que l’on accore 
dat seulement a Vassociation demande- 
resse le dixieme de ce qu'elle avait sugs 
géré, j 

Or je tiens a faire remarquer qu’‘il s’agit 
de la mise en ceuvre d’une trés grande 
idée, celle que les loisirs des travailleurs 
soient utilisés au mieux, non seulement 
pour une délente ct une distraction légi- 
times, mais encore pour un relévement de 
leurs capacités intellectuelles et artisti- 
ques, pour un exhaussement de leur culs 
ure. . 
L’association « Tourisme et Travail » 
présente, en outre, cet avantage incontes« 
table que les travailleurs, par lintermé- 
diaire des associations syndicales, agissent 
directement quant 4 Vimpulsion et au cone 
trdle de ses services. Je souligne que les 
deux grandes: centrales ouvriéres, leurs r2- 
présentants qualifiés et mandatés par l’une 
et par l'autre dans une entente. parfaite, 
réaiisent le contrdie et l’impulsion. Il y a 
donc toutes sortes de raisons pour qu’une 
Assemblée comme la notre, dans les temps 
ou nous sommes, soit favorable au vote 
d’un crédit suffisant. 

Le crédit de cing millions de francs est 
évidemment dérisoire, eu égard a lain- 
pleur de Jlactivité de Vlassociation, qui 
s’étend dans fe cadre national. ay 

L’année prochaine, lorsque cette Asseme : 
blée, ou une autre, aura 4 connaitre du } 
budget, il appartiendra 4 l’asseciation en | 
cause de. témoigner qu’elle a mérité la 
confiance que l’on a mise en elle. 7 

Pour aujourd’hui, il s’agit:de lui donner 
les moyens de mériter cette confiance. - 
C’est .pourquoi je demande a l’Assembléc 
d‘insister auprés du Gouvernement“afin = | 
gqu’un crédit moins dérisoire lui soit ac- —| 
cordé et qu’ainsi elle puisse rendre les | 
services RULE normalement, on peut ate - 
tendre d’elle. (Ajiplaudissements.) = | 
M. le président. La parole est 4M. le | 
A) uk... Aeieepimetdiglt eli i eaite aay ta 
_ WM. Chaumié, rapporteur. A jo commi | 
sion des finances a une parliculiére sym- 
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horizon politique et dont le but commun] wm. le président. La parole est 4 M. le rap- osent de réduire de 4.000 fr. le chapi- 
était d’élever 4 la fois Ja valeur morale | porteur, ~~ ) : | re 73 et de le ramener en sombéadence & 
et la valeur physique de ja nation. M. Chaumié, rapporteur. Ces organismes | 39.199.000 fr. 
Si, m’a-t-on dit, le Gouvernement -a | n'ont peut-dtre pas d’activité anjourd@’hui,}] La le est 4 M. de Boysson. 


écarté en partie la demande de ¢rédits pré- 
sentée par la société « Tourisme et tra- 
vail >, c’est parce que ces crédits devaient 
s'appliquer & la fois 4 des dépenses d’or- 
ganisation et a des dépenses de .construc- 
tion. Au premier moment, quelle que soit 
ja qualité du but poursuivi par cette asso- 
ciation, M. Poimbceuf a tort de dire que ce 
sont des soucis de rentabilité qui ont en- 
trainé ‘la réduction des demandes propo- 
6ées. 

On ne saurait parler de rentabilité quand 
interviennent des valeurs morales; il y a 
la des éléments qui ne se pésent pas, qui 
ne se comptent pas et gui representent 
bien davantage que les chiffres mis en 
présence. ' 

Ce dont il s’agissait, messieurs, c’était 
de savoir si, au moment o¥ AOous Man- 
quons de matériaux, de cimeht, de tuiles, 
on allait reconstruire des maisons pour 
améliorer lemploi des loisirs alors quw’il 
n’y a pas de toits pour des malheureux 
qui ne possédent plus rien. Cela ne veut 

as dire que nous ne souhailions pouvoir, 
e plus rapidement possible et le moment 
venu, édifier ces installations. Dans le cré- 
dit de cinguante millions qui avait été 
non seulement demandé mais. encore 


“appuyé par le ministere competent et 


transmis au ministére des finances on ne 
révoyail pas seulement le béton, les tui- 
es et le bois mais également une orga- 
nisation préalable, c’est-i-dire ta désigna- 
tion de personnes susceptibles, dés main- 
tenant,. de travailler et de preparer ce 
meilleur avenir nécessaire dont vient de 
parler M. Poimbceuf. Si le Gouvernement, 
soit par un collectif, soit autrement, peut 
faire tout de suite un effort pour permet- 
tre 4 cet organismhe de préparer beaucoup 
mieux |’épanouissement que nous souhai- 
tons et attendons dans le délai le. plus 
bref, la commission des finances lui don- 
nera tout son appui. : | ’ 

Mm. te . La commission 
acetepte donc Ja réduction indicative de 
1.000 fr. pour permetire au Gouvernement 
de revoir les crédits et d’accorder une 
somme beaucoup plus importante que 
selie prévue. - 


M. le président. Je ne suis saisi d’aucun 
amendement. AB 


commission. _ Si, président. 


_ MM. Guy de Boysson et René Thuillier ont 
déposé | 


Uh amendement en ce sens. 
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mais ils existent et il faut qu’ils continuent 
& vivre. Nous sommes un pays dans lequel 
bientét, je les — car nous escomp- 


tons tous la défaite prochaine de l’Allema- | 


gne — une des ressources importantes de 


1. le ministre des finances sera précisé- ; 
ment le tourisme étranger. Est-il néces- 
saire- de désorganiser actuellement tous les | 


Services qui existent et d’en disperser les 
éléments ? | 

M. Jules Moch. On peut tout de méme ré- 
duire le crédit a titre indicatif. 
~M. Chaumié, rapporteur. On peut tout de 
méme réduire les crédits a titre indicatif, 
mais il faut que rien ne soit détruit. 

M. le président. La commission repousse- 
t-elle ’amendement ? 

M. Jules Moch. Non! monsieur le prési- 
dent. Elle accepte une réduction de prin- 


cipe. 

iM. le président, La parole est a M. Je. mi- 
nistre des travaux publics. 
_ WM. te ministre des travaux publics et des 
transports. Mcssieurs, j’avais cru compren- 
dre que la commission n’acceptait _ 
l’'amendement. Quant 4 moi, je dois dire 
que les crédits qui avaient été demandés 


par le service du tourisme étaient infini- 


ment plus élevés que ceux auxquels je me 
suis moi-méme arrété et qui figurent dans 
le proiet accepté par la.commission. 

e ne sais sil est opportun, avec des 


crédits aussi réduits, de m’obliger & sus- | 
endre le fonctionnement de. syndicats. 


‘initiative locaux, @’associations touris- 
tiques locales et de comités régionaux de 
tourisme, que.certains commissaires de la 
République ont d’ailleurs complétement 
transformés, modernisés ou méme recréés. 

Je demande donc 4 l’Assembiée, comme 
lx demande M. le rapporteur de la commis- 
sion des finances, de maintenir le crédit, 
irés réduit pour cette année, prévu pour 
le fonctionnement des services de tou- 
risme. 

M. Marcel Poimbeouf. Je partage l’avis de 
M. le mimisire sur la question. 

M. ie président. [1 s’agit 14 du second 
amendement. Nous en sommes encore a 
l’amendement de M. Uuradon. 

Moniseur Ouradou, maintenez-vous votre 
amendement ? 

mM. . M. le ministre fait observer 
qu’il s’agit d’un crédit trés réduit. Certes, 
mais ce crédit, qui était de 12.240.000 fr. 
= a a été Bh ing ditte: millions. Ii fau- 

pesiher ence, : 
: ‘général, Sur ce credit, 
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M. Guy de Boyseon. Mon collégue, M. 
Thuillier et moi, nous proposons éur le 
crédit de ce chapitre, une réduction indi- 
cative de 1.000 fr. parce que c’est le 
seul moyen pour cette. Assemblée d’obte- 
nir une augmentation de crédits. Il nous 
semble d’ailieurs que les se?vices des 


finances avaient fait preuve d’une exces- 


sive sévérité en ce qui concerne les erédits 
accordés au tourisme populaire. 

M. Poimbeeuf, au demeurant, a fort bien 
moniré le caraclére dangereux de |’argu- 
ment de rentabilité invoqué, alors que, 
d'autres fois, des erédits sont accordés qui 
permetient aux divers ministéres d’entre- 
nir des états-majors pléthoriques. Je recon- 
nais d’ailleurs que le ministére des travaux 

ublics est le seul qui n’ait pas augmenté 

es effectifs de son état-major. 

M. René Pleven, minisive des finances. 
Avec le ministére des finances. 

M. Guy de Boysson. Ii peut paraitre ac- 
tuellement anachronique de demander une 
augmentation des crédits du chapitre re- 
latif au tourisme populaire. Mais il s’agit 
ici de l’organisation du repos des travail- 
leurs, Tepos physique et moral utile au 
moment ou un énorme effort est demandé 
& la main-d’euvre. Or, le repos des tra- 
vailleurs conditionne au premier chef le 
rendement.du travail. 7 

Ii ne faut pas oublier non plus qne des 
pays, en guerre, comme l’Allemagne, la 

ussie sovielique, les Etats-Unis, consa- 
crent plusieurs milliards chaque année & 
l’organisation du repos des travailleurs. 

_ Le tourisme populaire en France n’avait, 
jusqu’a une dizaine d’années environ, ja- 
mais été pris en considération, sinon pour 
empécher ceux que, dans certains milieux, 
on appelle d’une, maniére péjorative, des 
« congés payés », de se ‘soma aged 4 Deau- 
ville ou 4 Cannes. C’est tout de méme un 
peu insnffisant au point de vue de la pro- 
pagande en faveur du tourisme pee: 
"estime donc, en m’associant entitre- 
ment 4 M. Poimbeeuf, qu’entre le chiffre 
roposé par le ministére des travaux pu- 
lics et ceux gui ont été acceptés par le 
ministére des finances il y a, — nous som- 
mes }4 dans la proportion de dix contre un 
— un moyen terme 4 trouver, qui tiendrait 
cas oe comme i’a dit M .Chaumié, des 
ités actmelles et de priorités nor- 


y= , et d’un autre cété, de importance - 
et or 


} Pintérét que peut présenter cette 
question. | 
C’est dans ce sens que demande 4 
Assemblée d’accepter une’ diminution in- 
dicative de crédit de 1.000 fr. sur ce cha- 
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, Gtre effectuées et ye i: 
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pas bon, pour ie dépa 
association, quvalie Peoskalt dans 
une poli d’acquisition ou de transfor- 
mation d’unmmeubles, .t sur ce point, j’ai 
été compris. | 

Par conséquent, le Gouvernement ac- 
cepte la réduction de 1.000 fr. a titre indi- 
catif. Le ministre des travaux publics est 
d’avis que le crédit, qui a été réduit par 
le ministre des finances, doit éire sérien- 
sement relevé A mon avis, il doit étre an 
moins doublé, et c’est sur ces bases que 
je le défendrai devant M. le ministre Jes 

pees. | 

M. te président, S’il n’y a pas d’autre ob- 
servation, je mets aux voix l’amendement 
de MM. de Boysson et. René Thuillier, ac- 
cepié par le Gouvernement et la commis- 
sion. 

(L’amendement, 
adopté.) | 

M. le président. A la suite des votes 
ag Assemblée vient d’émettre, le crédit 

u chapitre 73 est ramené au chiffre de 
39. 199.000 fr. 

Je mets donc aux voix le chapitre 73 
avec le chiffre nouveau de 39.199.000 fr. 

Le chapitre 73, ainsi modifié, mis auz 
voix est adopté.) | 

M. le président. « Chap. 74. — Entretien 
des chaussées de Paris, 20 millions de 
franes. », 

Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernement 
a demandé a la commission des finances 
ae le crédit de ce chapitre soit augmenté 

e 30 millions de francs. 

La commission des finances a rejeté cette 
augmentation. 

role est.A M. le rapporteur général. 

M. 7 eur | go Nous avons re- 
jeté la demande du Gouvernement rela- 
tive au chapitre 74 parce que nous avons 
estimé qu’il aurait pu éviter de la pré- 
senter sous la forme d’une lettre rectifi- 
cative. 

Fn effet, la subvention de VEtat a été 
fixée forfaitairement, depuis le 1* janvier 
1938, & 20 millions de francs. On nous 
dit maintenant — et c’est parfaitement 
normal — qu’en raison de la hausse des 

rix de main-d’cuvre et des matériaux, 
1 fant augmenter ladite subvention. Mais 
on aurait pu prévoir ce fait an moment 
de la préparation du budget, et si cette pré- 
vision nétait pas le alors, on au- 
rait peers pu altendre le vote du col- 
lectif. | 

Nous voudrions, autant = possible, ne 
4saisser passer dans des lettres rectifica- 
tives que des augmentations cor 
dant véritablement a- e chose 
dispensable et qui était 
moment de la préparation 
notre avis, ce n’est ) : 
a avons donné un avis défa- 

ble. , | 
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chiffre 


ira- | quait M. ‘Te 1 
er- | la convention 


_M. te président. “4 parole est & M: le | 


commission des finan- | 
demande 4 l’Assembiée de main- | 
: proposé par ta 


 constitatifs 


Si la réduction de crédits était adoptte, } 


elle ne sé traduirait pas par une véritable 
économie. C’est pourquoi je demande A 
PAssemblée de voir plus loin que fa pro- 


¢édure et de se prononcer sur le fond 


pour Le gpetamian demandée par le Gou- 
vernement. | 

M. le président. La parole est 4 M. le 
président de la commission des finances. 


M. le président de la commission. Etant 
donné les arguments de M. le ministre des 
finances, la commission accepte le reli- 
vement de crédits demandé par le Gon- 
vernement : . 


M. le président. Personne ne demande 
plus la parole ?,.. 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre 74, au chil- 
fre nouveau de 50 millions de francs. 

(Le chapiire 74, ainsi modifié, mts aux 
voir, est adopté.) | i 

«a Chap. 75. — Subvention exceptionnelle 
pour la couverture du déficit d’exploita- 
tion des sociétés de transport de la région 

isienne, 75 millions de francs. » — 


py ery 
« . 746. — Subvention A l’ofilce na- 
tional de la navigation, 175 millions de 
francs. » — (Adopié.) © 

« Chap. 77. — Subventions aux ports au- 
tondmes, 15 millions de francs. » 
(Adopteé.) 

« Chap,.78. — Subvention exceptionnelle 
& la Société nationale des chemins de fer 


francais pour la couverture du déficit d’ex- 
_ploitation de l’exercice 1944. 


» — (Mé- 
moire.) | 
La parole est 4 M. Paillieux. 


M. André Paillieux. — Je m’excuse de }- 


revenir sur le débat qui s’est ouvert hie 
au sujet des tarifs de chemins de fer. 

La réponse qui nous a été faite tardive- 
ment par M. le ministre des travaux pu- 
hlics ne m’a pas permis de faire une rec- 
tification. [1 y a eu, je crois, quelque ma- 
lentendu ‘au sujet de l’automatisme des 
tarifs de la Socjeté nationale des chemins 
de fer. J’ai sous les yeux l’article.18 du 
décret constitutif de la Société nationale 
des chemins, de fer. fl stipule que « le con- 
seil d’administration de la Société natio- 
nale sera tenu de faire face, par des aug-. 
mentations ou des aménagements de ta- 
rifs, & défaut d’économies suffisantes, a 
Véquilibre ainsi défini des prévisions bud- 


} gétaires, de méme qu’a toutes les modifi- 


cations de la situation ainsi prévue qui 
pourraient apparaiire en cours d’exercice, 


et qui résulteraient, notamment, soit d’une | 


augmentation de plus de 5 p. 100 rap- 
port aux se ow dans les dlémenis 
soit d’une réduction équivalente des re- 
cettes d’exploitation prévues, soit d’une 


} évolution des recettes et des. dépenses de 
-hature a compromettre Péquilibre budgé- 


taire prévu ». | 
li est bien indiqué plus loin que ‘le Gou- 
vernement ‘se réserve le droit d‘autoriser 


quit en Tera les 
ubventions. : 
que, il est certain 
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oe ee 
» 6D Jel B a é€u deux 
périodes tout b fait distinctes. | 
Spy nyse de 1921 4 1930, a été une 
amy e de prospérité au cours de laquelle 
es prix des i. ont été trés infé- 
rieurs au niveau des prix dé gros — car 
il est bien entendu pes ces arguments ont 
une valeur principalement pour le trafic 
des marchandises, qui est ]’élément. ¢ssen- 
tiel des recettes des chemins de fer. Donec, 
dans la période 1921 4 1930 les prix de re- 
vient des marchandises ‘ont été affectés 
par les transports d’une facon insulfisante 
par rapport aux possibilités. 

Au contraire, dans la période de crise 
économique qui a suivi jusqu’ds 1939, nous 
voyons les prix de gros se situer A un 
niveau inférieur & celui des prix de trans- 
ong exigés de l’usager des chemins de 
er. 

Tout ceci aboutit 4 la conclusion que 
{ nee de dégager hier de mon exposé, 

Savoir qu'il serait intéressant que le dé- 
cret conslitutif de la Société nationale des 
chemins de fer fit modifié de facon A Jui 
permettre de. constituer des réserves bud- 
gétaires pendant les périodes de prospérité, 
afin d’éviter de surcharger )’économic na- 
tionale en période de difficultés. 

S’il en avait été ainsi lors de l’applica- 
tion de la convention de 1921 et du présent 
décret constlitutif, il y aurait eu, a la veille 
de la guerre, un fonds de réserve de 16 mil- 
liards & la Société nationale des chemins 
de fer. On aurait pu éviter ainsi, par la 
suite, des augmentations de tarifs qui ont 
pu paraitre, ainsi que je le soulignais hier, 
un peu lourdes 4 supporter. Dans la pé- 
riode de 41921 & 1930, si l’on avait cherché 
4 rapprocher Jes tarifs des prix de gros, on 
aurait pu obtenir un excédent de recettes 
d’environ 50 milliards. Toutefois, comme 
dans la période de 1931 4 1939 il y a eu 
un déficit effectif de 34 milliards, le héné- 
fice eft donc été de 16 milliards environ. 
Encore est-il que cés chiffres tiennent 
compte de toutes les flépenses de la So- 
ciété nationale des chemins de fer: dé- 
poneee d’exploitation, charges de capital, 

épenses d’établissement. Si l’on ne consi- 
dérait que les seules dépenses d’exploita- 
tion, ces chiffres seraient encore plus sug- 
gestils. 

Reprenant mon veu da’hier, je demande 
donc & M. Je ministre de bien vouloir -exa- 
miner s’il ne serait pas possible d’arr-ver 4 
une réglementation qui permettrait d’ob- 
tenir un tel résultat, A titre de référence, 
jindique que le travail dont je viens de 
veus donner connaissance a été fait par la 


direction de la Société nationale des che- 


mins de fer, il y a que'dves années, en 
1939 exactement; ces chiffres présentent 
donc tout le sérieux désirable. . 

J’ai posé 4 M. le ministre, hier, de trés 


importantes questions sur la politique gé- 


nérale des transports et sur sen incidence 
sur le budget méme de son ministére dans 
le chapitre des subventions. Je pense que 
ee tardive ne lui a pas permis de mé 
ré b, : 

Je serail trés heureux | 


| tion se 


question 
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. chapitre 78 figure 
| dgmoixe;- re 


t pour | lesquelles devaient ttre reconstruits Tes} I nous est demandé, pour ce 
ctif  Ignanetion, : Gélicitaire 


question posée par M. 
‘Rant 2 litigne générale & suivre pour 
venir a 


1 


1 ec de | chemins er. | dont l’exploitation-est , Mais qui 

rtée la subvention &/| Le conseil en a délibéré. et j’ai recu une | peut et doit faire face aux besoins d'une 
écret | note qui ouvre un certain nombre d’as- | contrée défavorisée, des sommes trés im- 

] . | pécts des plus intéressants, tant en te qui | portantes, qui dépassent 15 millions, ‘La 

qu'il y ait | concerne sles questions techniques d’aug- | demande de crédit précise que les dégats 

et moi-méme le | mentation du poids par essieu, d’augmen- } provoqués par la été considé- 


malentendu qu’il a évoqué, J’ai expliqué 
hier que les stipu.ations de la convention 
de 1921 étaient trés différentes de celles 
du décret constitutif de 1937, et qu’on ne 
peut pas parier, 
matisme des tarifs, puisque le Gouverne- 
ment est, en définitive, libre d’augmenter 
Tes tarifs ou non, Quand il est saisi d’une 
any 2g de relévement des tarifs par 
a-Société nationale des chemins de fer, 
il peut ne pas y faire droit, et se borner 
& combler le déiicit par une aliocation qui 
est précisément cel.e qui figurera, pour. 
un certain nombre de millions, au collectif 
de 1944. » 

On ne peut rétabiir l’équilibre unique- 

ment avec les tarifs. [1 n’en était pas de 
méme dans la convention de 1921. Il y a, 
& cet égard,.une différence qui m'améne 
au deuxiéme argument. Vous demaniez, 
monsieur Paillieux — en économie libé- 
rale, c’est d’aileurs parfaitement sain et 
je concois- que vous le demandiez — 
qu'on augmente les tarifs quand le trafic 
est en hausse et qu’on ne les augmente 
pas au moment ov il est en haisse. Il est 
parfaitement exact que, si l'on pouvait 
adopter pour les chemins de fer une pa- 
reille mesure, la gestion en serait beau- 
coup mieux assurée et qu’il en décou:erait 
d’excelfents résultats, méme sous le ré- 
gime de la convention de 1921. Malheu- 
réusement, quand il y a un trés fort trafic, 
on trouve rarement le Gouvernement et 
le Parlement disposés a relever les tarifs. 
C’est un fait, Je ne connais pas beaucoup 
de pays dans lesquels on reléve le prix 
des transports au moment ov il y a le 
maximum de clients. Sans doute, devrait- 
on le faire; mais on ne le fait pas. 
_ En ce qui concerne la Société nationale 
des chemins de fer, elle a encore beau- 
coup a faire — je puis le dire particulié- 
rement a M. Paillieux qui est membre du 
conscil d’administration de cette société — 
pour rétablir l’équilibre entre ses recettes, 
ses dépenses et ses charges. Par consé- 
quent, des propositions nombreuses pour- 
ront encore étre faites dans ce sens, pour 
‘agrément particulier de M. Je ministre 
des’ finances (Sourires), si la situation éco- 
nomigue permet de nouvelles augmenta- 
tions de tarifs. : 

Les augmentations de tarifs devront 
combler l’insuffisance qui est combiée au- 
jourd’hui par une subvention. Celle-ci de- 
vra par la suite permeltre de faire face 
aux charges de capital dont la Société 
nationale a été provisoirement déchargée 
gr Ja guerre, du-fait de la convention 

e : 

_ Par conséquent, la Société nationale a 
devant elle un long chemin a parcourir 
avant de solliciter des augmentations de 
tarifs destinées 4 mettre ses dépenses au 


- répondu 4 la 
aillieux concer- 


. Niveau de ses recettes. 


Hier, en effet, je n'ai 


transports, la coordination, le. 
activité des différents modes de 
rt, notamment du rail et de la 


our ce dernier, d’auto- | 


' tation corrélative de la résistance des voies 
et des ponts, que celles du renouvellement 


blissements et de la 1éforme de la tarifl- 
cation qui permettra seule de réaliser la 
coordination du rail et de Ja route, dans 
Vintérét ni de la route ni du_chemin de 
fer, mais du public. (Applaudissements.) 

C’est, en effet, dans l’inlérét du public 
que la coordination des modes de trans- 
port devra étre faite, lorsque leur ossa- 
ture pourra étre reconstituée; qu’il y aura 


| de nouveau des chemins de fer et des 


transports par roule. -. | 

L’intérét public veut que, dans un ave- 
nir aussi rapproché que possible, l’expe- 
diteur remette ce qu’il a a expédier dans 
un bureau commun, et que le destinataire 
le recoive dans un délai tixé d’avanee pour 
un prix.convenu et en bon état, sans que 
ni l’un -ni.J’autre n’ait & connaitre le 
moyen de transport qui a été employé. 

C'est par la compénétration et l’osmose 
de ces deux moyens de transport que la 
coordination, qui avait été faite jusqu’ici 
pour protéger les chemins de fer contre la 
route, devra étre concue, a l’avenir, en 
les reconstruisant tous deux 4 la dimen- 
sion qu’ils doivent avoir pour qu’une ex- 
ploitation économique dans l’intérét géné- 
ral soit possible. 

M. le président. S’il n’y a plus d’obser- 
vation sur le chapitre 78, nous passons au 
chapilre suivant. ~ | 

« Chap. 79. Insuffisance d’exploita- 
tion des chemins de fer secondaires d’in- 
térét général, 500.000 fr. » 

Le Gouvernement a demandé, par lettre 
rectificative, une augmentation de 13 mil- 
lions 500.000 fr. ‘du crédit de ce chapitre, 
qui est, en conséquence, porté 4 14 mil- 
lions de francs. 

Cette augmentation est acceptée par la 
commission. 

La parole est a M. le seppertene 

M. Chaumié, rapporteur. Les chapitres 79 
et 80 — je me permets d’anticiper sur 
‘examen de ce dernier chapitre — sont 
relatifs au déficit des chemins de fer d’in- 
térét local. 

Je n’entends pas adresser un reproche 
au Gouvernement du fait du retard qu’il a 
mis 4 nous transmettre ses nouvelles pro- 
peasieas pour ces deux chapitres. En eifet, 
orsque le projet de bud 
publics a été envoyé a 


| impression, les 


| chiffres de ces deux chapitres n’étaient pas 


encore déterminés. 

Mais ces deux crédits appellent certaines 
constatations. . 

Nous sommes en présence d’organismes 
dont l’exploitation est normalement défi- 
citaire, et cela d’une facon grave et chro- 
nique, En ce qui concerne les Chemins de 
fer de Provence, ce déficit a presque un 
caractére scandaleux: Nos péres s’en sont 


| préoccupés avant nous. Un séquestre a été 


nommé. La situation est nettement né- 
pans. Cependant, il y a -des besoins 
ux 4 satisfaire. — . | 
Nous. voudrions savoir de quelle manitre 
Gouve 1ement d résoudre le pro- 
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-rables, et c'est 


“de nos triages, de 1a diminution de Jeur | 
nombre, de la concentration de nos 4ta- | 


ne permettraient 
/ soins de cette région dans les mémes con- 


des travaux | 


an. 


— on 
us de 50 millions que 
s aurons 4 dépenser pour ce chemin 
6 fer. 

Il convient donc de dtterminer si ce 
chemin de fer est encore nécessaire et si 
les moyens actuels de transports routiers 


s de satisfaire aux be- 


ditions de commodité et d’efficacité pour 
les habitants. Ib s’agit de savoir s’il est 
indispensable, aprés tant de faillites, d’en- 
gager des travaux considérables pour re- 
metire en état une ligne que vous serez 
peut-étre obligés de fermer demain. 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. le mi- 
— es travaux publics et des trans- 
ports. 


M. le ministre des travaux publics et des 
transports. Le probléme des voies ferrées 
d’interét local se présente sous deux a6- 
pects. Leur situation financiére est mau- 
vaise depuis de longues années — j’en ai 
déja parlé 4 la tribune. Qu’il s’agisse de 
tramways ou de voies ferrées d’intérét 
local, les compagnies concessionnaires sont 
souvent les mémes, et les augmentations 
de tarifs dont parlait M. Paillieux ont été le 
plus souvent refusées aussi bien pour les 
chemins de fer d’intérét général que pour 
les chemins de fer d’intérét local. 

Dans l’ensemble, si la situation finan- 
ciére des chemins de fer d’intérét local 
est mauvaise, l’état des voies est moins 
mauvais que celui des chemins de fer d’in- 
térét général car les premiers ont été 
moins bombardés, leurs instaLations ont 
moins souffert et ils ont rendu de grands 
services, notamment dans toute la région 
du Nord de la France. C’est grace a ces 
voies ferrées d’intérét local qu’il a été 
possible d’alimenter‘en charbon les sucre- 
ries du Nord et de la Somme, tandis qu’il 
n’a pu en étre distribué suffisamment dans 
le Sud- de la France. 

Le Chemin de fer de Provence fournit 
exemple d’un séquestre prolongé qui n’a 
pas réussi & amé.iorer la situation. Je ne 
sais exactement depuis combien d’années 
ce chemin de fer est sous séquestre mais, 
si mes souvenirs concordent avec ceux de 
M. le'rapporteur, cela doit faire une quin- 
zaine d années. Quoique les installations 
6e présentent en assez mauvais état, ce 
chemin ‘de fer rend, M. le rapporteur l’a 
indiqué, des services 4 une population qui, 

our le moment, est privée de moyens de 
ransports automobiles. 

Les -observations de M. le rapporteyr 
ayant porté également sur le chapitre 80, 
je demande la permission de dire quel 
mots au sujet du chemin de fer d’Enghien- 
Montmorency, Il est certain que, le jour 
ou circuleront de nouveau des é‘éctrobus, 
nous disposerons d’un excellent moyen 
d’assurer les communications sur cette - 
section. Pour le moment, il est nécessaire 
de maintenir l’exploitation. existante. 

Je remercie la commission d’avoir bien 
vouiu accepter ces subventions qui per- 
mettent le maintien d’exploitations défici- 
_taires mais ; 
réforme définitive ou 
étre envisagée, : 


euses a ce que leur. 
be dépose puisse 
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qa est, en conséquence, porté & 18.100.000 
ranes,. — Roa Ss geo TN . : | 

Cette augmentation est acceptée par la 
Personne ne demande la parole sur le 
chapitre 80... : 


- Je. le mets aux voix au chiffre nouveau | 


de 18. 100.000 fr. | 

{Le chapitre 80, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
voir, est adopté:) _ : 

M. le président. «Chap. 81. — Subven- 
tions annuelles aux entreprises de chemins 
de fer d’intérét local et de tramways, 10 
millions de fr, » ) 

Le Gouvernement a demandé, par lettre 
rectificative, une augmentation de 10 mil- 
lhons de fr. du erédit de ce chapitre, qui 
est, en conséquence, porté Aa 20 millions de 
francs. - 

Cette augmentation est acceptée par la 
commission. | 

Personne ne demande la parole sur le 
chapitre 817... 

Je le mets aux voix au chifflre nouveau 
de 20.000.000 de francs. 

(Le chapitre 81, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
voiz, est adoplé.) 

« Chap. 82. — Subventions annuelles aux 
départements et aux communes pour l’ex- 
ploitation de services publics réguliers de 
peg y ew pe automobiles, 100.000 fr. » 

« Chap. 83. — Subventions a | Algérie 
po les dépenses de chemins de fer, 

000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. 84. — Subventions 
58.000 fr. » — ({Adopteé.) 

« Chap. 85. — Participation de la France 
aux dépenses d’organismes internationaux 
intéressant le ministére des travaux pu- 
bhics et des transperts, 666.000 fr. » 
(Adopteé .) 


diverses, 


& partie. — Dépenses diverses. 
« Chap. 8. — Secours. — Allocations a 
des sociétés et ceuvres de secours mutuels, 
1.002.000 fr. » — aye 

« Chap. 87. — Erais judiciaires, 90.000 
franes. » — (Adopteé.) 

« Chap. 88. — Remboursement a l’Office 
national de la navigation de la quote-part 
da ministére des travaux ics et des 
transports dans les dépenses du service de 
ph hl places de chemins de fer, 
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Btat en exécution des lois des 22 juil 


h& 3, 7 
> 

~~. 
? 7 


a 3 


: le agents’ et ouvriers des 


. : ° 
ar tae - - a > e - 
et 31 mars 1928, 450000 fr. » — | 
: Pa. ) . “3 . > > es ” i 
ade. it 
+ - * . 
= : ee e 


" ‘ 
. 
~~ ~ 
7 —v ar _—" 
-* a? a“ 
“ : he * ° - 
: 4 . 
: ‘ a . . : ‘, 
_ » : ,» * - 7 . 4 ° - : 
© — ee : * Pm. in ee én aa > nlitineaill - 
ak _ Re, — SS 
; _ - ; 4 


de Lorraine, §. 900.000 a 
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‘lettre : | “ Cha: an — Empk ’ de fonds prove- : 
| ; nant de legs out Senetions.” —  (Mé- 


Chap. 95. — Dépenses 


des exercices 


| Ulémgire.) | | 
| -« Chap. 96: — Bépenses des exercices 
| clos. » — (Mémoire.} 


TITRE I 
LIQUIDATION DES BEPENSES RESULTANT 
~o ie DES _HOSTfLITES 


« Chap. LA. — Institut gcographique na- 
é |’an- 


: 


~ 
= 
3 
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le fonctionnement des ser- 


tiers, 115.000.0000 de francs. »- 
La parole est 4 M. Ouradou. 
M. Quradou. Je désirerais obtenir quel- 
ues explicalions sur le relévement du eré- 
it de u2 chapitre de 25 millions a 115 mil- 
lions de fr. 

M. le président. La parole est 3 M. le 
ministre des travaux publics. 

M. le ministre des travaux publics et des 
| tra La raison de l’augmentation de 
-—erédit est trés simple. C’est la conséquence 
de la réorganisation des fransports prévue 

ar l’ordonnance du 30 juin 1944 4 laquelle 
j@ viens de faire allusion, et du fail que 
ces dépenses régionales ont été enlevees 

aux organisations professionnelles, aux ¢o- 
_mités d’organisation des transports rou- 
tiers, pour étre passées aux services diri- 
gés par l’Etat. C’est la conséquence du des- 
saisissement des comités d’organisation in- 
téressés et de la remise aux services dé- 
partementanx des transports routiers. C’est 
la traduction financiére de l’erdonnance du 
30 juin 1944. 

M. Ouradou. Je vous remercie, M. ie mi- 
nistre. : 

M. te président. Personme ne demande 
plus ia parole sur le chapiireL B?.. | 

Je le mets aux voix au chiffre de 115 mil 
lions de francs. ; 

door # chapitre LB, mis aux voir, est 


« Chie . LC. — BDépenses de matériel 
/ nécessitées par le fonctionnement des ser- 
vices départementaux de transperts rou- 
tiers, 30.000.000 de francs » — (Adopieé. 


— 


—_ 


—— 


« Chap. LD. — Réparation des dégrada- 
| tions anormales subies du fait de la guerre 
et de loccupation par les chemins dépar- 


tementaux et commumnaux, 150.000.000. de 
Bay cig yey SR pe 
« — Depensés des ex 
| clos. “a gps? . ; le 
«. Chap. LF. — Dépenses des exercices 
| périmés non frappées de déchéance. — 
(Mémoire. ha 


més non frappés de déchéance. » — } 


LB. —. Dépenses de personnel | 


vices départementaux de transports rou- 


| Tadou. 


e des travaux pu | 
|. M. Te ministre des travaux. publica et des 
transports. Je demande a M. Ouradou de 
/hé pas insister. Son amendement irait ‘a 
|Veneontre @une demande précédente de 
| PAssembiée relative aux crédits 4 -allouer 
Aux. ingénieurs en chef pour. l utilisation 
| de la main~d’ocwvre en chémage. 

Il existe, depuis l’aete dit loi: du 5 octo- 
bre. 1940, un programme de modifications 
pour un. certain nombre d’itiméraires rou- 
tiers; Des chantiers sont ouverts. Certains 
ont été partiellement arrétés. It est indis- 
-pensablé, dans la situation présente, que 
les commissaires de la République, les 

réfets, les ingénieurs en chef puissent, 
orsqu’ll y a des ehémeurs dans une loca- 
lité, les employer a Vachévement des tra- 
valulx en cours. ) 

C'est pourquoi je demande Aa M. ‘Ou: 
radou de ne pas insister. Aucune question 
de principe tquchant 4 la coordination du 
rail et de la route n’est engagée par ce 
chapitre. 1! s’agit, purement et simpiement, 
de poursuivre- l’exécution de travaux de 
rectification d’itinéraires routiers absolu- 
ment nécessaires. 

M. ler rteuwr. Je demande Ja parole. 

M. te ident. La parole est 4 M. le 
rapporteur. 

M. Chaumié, rapportcur. La commission 
demande 4 M. Ouradou’ de retirer son 
amendement. En effet, la loi relative aux 
grands itinéraires routiers, qui a été adop- 
tée pour lutter contre le chOmage, présente 
aussi un intérét de clarté budgétaire. 

Le Gouvernement — nous le lui avons 
demandé instamment — s’efforce de réla- 
blir et de réparer le mieux possible notre 
réseau routier, profondément. détérioré. 
Le plan dé 1940 — 4 vrai dire le plan. re- 
latif aux grands itinéraires routiers exis- 
tait déja bien avant, car il est antérieur 
d’une dizaine d’années a celte date et je 
me souviens d’en avolr discuté devant la 
commission de l’armée du Sénaf an point 
de vue de ses ineidences militaires — ce 
plan doit étre exécuté. : 

Que ce plan ne soit pas intégralement 
réalisé dés maintenant en ce aui concerne 
les grands itinéraires, je l’admets; mais, 
lorsqu’il s’agit de réparer une route eom- 
prise dans ce plan. neus n’alloms pas la 
réparer Gans ies limites de son gabarit 
| actuel. Nous la réparerons sur les nouvel- 
les bases. Nous devons travailler sur des 
| plans nouveaux, car nous n’avons pas 
oublié que notre pays n’est pas seulement 
|a reconstituer dans sa forme ancienne,; 


| Mais aussi 4 reeonsiruire sous une forme 
| nouvelle et meifleure. Dans cet esprif, cha-,_ 


que travail 4-accomplir det étre eoncu 
sur le plan de lavenir. . 
| MM de président. La parole est a M. Ou- 
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neubles, 15, millions de, francs. » — 
(Adopté.). ; 

« Chap. -€, — 
truction, rescindement d'immeubles et 
amélicration, 52° millions .de francs. » — 
(Adopté.) PrN 

« Chap. D. —. Ponts: — Constructions 
et grosses réparations, 70 millions de 
francs. » — (Adoplé.) 

« Chap. KE. — Passages 4 niveau (loi’du 
5 octobre 1940), 50 millions de francs. » — 
'(Adopteé.) 

« Chap. F. 


— Etudes et. travaux du 


chemin de fer Méditerranée—Niger. » — ]' 


(Mémoire.) | 

« Chap, G. — Canaux et rivieres. — Tra- 
vaux de déblaiement et de remise en état, 
300 millions de francs. » — (Adopfteé.) 


M. fe président. « Chap. Il: — Ports ma- 
ritimes. — Travaux de déblaiement et de 
remise en état, 900 millions de francs. » 

Par lettre rectificative, M. ‘le ministre a 
demandé une augmentation de 600 millions 
du crédit de ce chapitre, tu est, en con- 
séquence, porté a 1.500 millions de francs. 

La commission accepte cette augmenta- 
tion de crédit. ; 

Personne ne demande la parole ?... 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre H, avec le 
nouveau chiffre de 1.500 millions de francs. 

(Le chapitre H, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
voir, est adopteé.) 

« Chap. I. — Travaux d’équipement des 
voies navigables (loi du 5 octobre 1940), 
45 mi.lions de francs. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. J. — Voies de navigation inté- 
rieure. — Etablissement. — Amélioration 
et restauration, 160 millions de francs. » — 
(Adopteé.) 

« Chap. K. — Aménagement et assainis- 
Sement des plaines de l’Isére, du Drac et 
de la Romanche (Grésivaudan et Oisans) 
‘(loi du 30 novembre 1941), 5 millions de 
francs. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. L. — Travaux d’équipement des 
ports maritimes. — Part de I’Etat (loi du 
5 octobre 1940), 200 millions de francs. » 
_ (Adopté.) | 

« Chap. M. — Construction d’une forme 
de radoub au port de Marseille. » — (Meé- 
moire.) Lae 

« Chap. N. — Ports maritimes. — Exten- 
sion, amélioration et restauration, 150 mil- 
lions de francs. » — (Adopté.) | 

« Chap. 0. — Ports de péche. — Exten- 
sion, amélioration et restauration, 10 mil- 
lions de francs. » — (Adopteé.) 

. _« Chap. P. — Phares, balises et signaux 

divers. — Amélioration, extension et res- 
tauration, 90 millions de francs.» — 
(Adopte.) | : 

M. le président. « Chap. Q. — Phares, 
balises et signaux divers. — Reconstitu- 
tion du matériel, 50 millions de francs ». 

Par lettre rectificative, M. le ministre des 
travaux publics et des transports a de- 
mandé une augmentation de 16 millions 


du crédit de ce chapitre qui est, en consé- 


quence, porté 4 66 millions de francs. 


-La commission accepte cette augmenta- 


dion de crédit. 


“Personne ne demande la. pardle ?.... - 
_ Je mets aux voix le -Q, au nov- 
vo chiffre: de 66 milllions de -franes. - 
| voir, cstsadopte.) 
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{ion du 13 mai 1941), 6.382.000 fr.» — ) 


-« Ghap. T. — Reconstruction. des ouyra-. 
es d’art (loi du 5 octobre 1940), 700 mil- 
ions de frarics. ».— (Adopté.): .. - 

« Chap Réparation des dégats cau-: 
par les inondations d’octobre 1940 et. 
d’avril 1942 dans les départements. des. Py- 
rénées-Orientales et de l’Aude (lois des 
44 novembre 1940 et.41 juin 1942), 15 mil 
lions de francs. » — (Adopié.) ode 

« Chap. V. — Subventions aux collectivi- 
tés locales pour l’exécution de travaux de 
défense contre les eaux dans les départe- 
ments des Pyrénées-Orientales et de l Aude 
(loi du 9 novembre 1942). » —- (Mémoire.) 

« Chap. W. — Achévement de program- 
mes de grands travaux. » — (Mémoire. 

‘'« Chap. X. — Dépenses des _ exercices 
clos. » — (Mémoire.) 

« Chap. Y. — Dépenses des ‘exercices pé- 
rimés non frappées de déchéance. » — 
(Mémozire.) 

Nous avons terminé l’examen du budget 
des travaux publics et des transports. 

Si l’Assemblée n’y fait pas opposition, la 
séance sera suspendue pendant queiques 
instants et nous. aborderons 4 la os nas 
examen du budget du ministére de la 
justice. (Assenttment.) 

La séance est suspendue. 

(La séance, suspendue a diz-sept heures 
quarante-cing minutes, est reprise a diz- 
huit heures vingt-cing minutes.) 

M. le président. La séance est reprise. 


.U.— 


Justice. 


M. le président. Nous arrivons au budget 
de la justice. 

M. Robert Pimienta. Je demande le ren- 
voi de la suite de la discussion 4 mardi. 

M. le président. M. André Philip, rap- 
porteur général, qui supplée M. Bonnevay, 
rapporteur du budget de la justice, empé- 
ché par Ja macadie de participer a nos dé- 
bats, demande & l’Assemblée de lui per- 


‘mettre de faire son exposé sur l'ensemble 


du budget de la justice au cours de cette 
séance. 


Nous pourrions, aprés son intervention, - 


renvoyer la. suite du débat a,mardi, de 
facon 4 ne pas scinder les explications des 
arateurs qui désirent prendre la paro.e 
dans la discussion générale. 

Je propose donc a |’Assemblée d’enten- 
dre M. André Philip et de régler ensuite 
l’ordre du jour de la prochaine séance. 

Il n’y a pas d’opposition ?... 

Jl en est ainsi décidé. 

La parole est & M. le rapporteur général. 


M. André Philip, rapporteur général. 
Mesdames, messieurs, en Jl’absence de 
M. Bonnevay, Tapers particulier du 
budget de la justice, actue.lement souf- 


frant, j’ai l’honneur de vous présenter les. 


observations de la commission des finan- 
ces sur ce budget. eink 

Le projet de budget de la justice fait 
ressorlir une augmentation sensible des 
crédits par rapport 4 l'année derniére, 
ue ceux-ci passent de 498 millions 4 
1 milliard 380 millions, et bien davantage 
encore en tenant pte des derniéres let- 
tres rectificatives qui’ viennent de nous 


étre adressées en derniére heure. Mais. 


cette. augmentation corr beaucoup 
plus 4 des virements de ts, correspon-— 
dant 4 des transferts de services d’un mi- 
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ree sont tépercutés certains relévement 
provisoires de. traitements,..a.création de 
-Certaines institutions nouvelles, le dévelop-. 
‘pement du’ service des: naturalisations. et, 
(enfin, le.tranefert au ministére.de la jus-: 
‘tite, accompagnant un début de leur ré- 
organisation, des services pén‘tentiaires et 
des services de l’éducation surveitée de 
‘Venfancé délinquante. 7 Cry 
Je vais présenter quelques observations 

‘sur ces diverses catégories de dépenses_ 

’- Au sujet des traitements et du personnel 

général de la justice, je ne puis que rap- 
peler ce qui, déja, au moment de ia dis- 

‘cussion du coliectif, a été exposé. par 
-M. Bonnevay: la magistrature traverse en- 
core une pcriode de crise grave. | 

Un.manhque de magistrats se constate 
d’une facon générale et le recrutement se 
fait dans des conditions extrémement dif- 
firiles.. Dans les.cours d’appel, 370 postes 
n’ont pas de titulaire. Dans les justices 
de paix, sur 1.197 postes, 215 sont vacants. 
| Par ailleurs, le nombre des candidats di- 
minue d’année en année. Pour l’ensemble 
de la magistrature, il n’y a eu que 109 can- 
didats en 1943, 44 en 1944. Aux examené 
de ‘a justice de paix, on a compté: en 
1941, 174 candidats et 78 admis; en 1942, 
79 candidats et 38 admis; en 1943, 62 can- 
didats et 22 admis; en 1944, 34 candidats 
seulement. 

Nous nous trouvons donc devant un pro- 
bléme de la pius haute gravité, qui est la 
conséquence méme de l’ensemble des me- 
sures prises par le gouvernement de Vichy. 
Lorsqu’on a exigé de la magistrature le 
serment de fidélité 4 la personne du repré- 
seniant de |’Exécutif, on a détruit par 1a 
méme le prestige de cette magistrature et 
l’attrait que cette fonction pouvait exercer 
sur des esprits jeunes ayant le respect de 
leur dignité et ‘a volonté de rempiir con- . 
-venablement et honnétement leur mission. 
_ Une reorganisation d’ensemble est au- 
jourd’hui’ possible. Elle est nécessaire. 
Kn operant des ajustements des trai- 
tements, car ceux qui ont été alloués 
jusqu’ic:., méme aprés la derniére adap- 
tation des traitements des fonctionnnaires, 
.sont ‘tout © fait insuffisants, et en offrant 
ainsi aux magistrats futurs la possibilité 
d’ume carriére susceptible d’attirer des 
hommes d’élite, en redonnant a la magis- 
trature le lustre, le prestige et les bases 
matérielles qu’elle a eus dans “ie passé, 
nous ponvons espérer refaire une magis- 
trature francaise digne de ses anciennes 
traditions. 

Mais, pour y parvenir, un gros effort 
est & accompiir: effort sur le “lan jmate- 
riel, de facon que les magistrats soient 
reclassés au rang correspondant a 1|’im- 
portance de leurs fonctions dans |]’ensem- 

le. des services publics francais, et .ac- 
centuation de l*ceuvre d* nettoyage et 
d’épuration dams les cadres de cette ma- 
gistrature, afin que nos tribunaux: soient 
ecomposés de magistrats vraiment dignes 
de ce nom et en qui le peuple de France 
puisse avoir confiance.  (Applatidisse- 
ments.) . 
Car le probleme que je viens de signa- 
ler, & propos des candidatures aux fonc- 
tions de magistrats, nous le retrouvons 
‘sous une forme peut-étre pius sensible en- 
core dans l)’état d’esprit du public fran- 
cais qui souffre de troubles graves, d’un 
‘malaise psychologique général tenant au 
fait que, comme conséquence de ce qui 

passé -dans ces derniéres années, le 
-méme de la magistrature et la 
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el 
tout cela; is Sippose & la base méme © 
respect de l’institution de la magistrature. 
n’existe plus. Tout cela a été deétruit par 
tout ce qui s’est passé dans ces. derniéres 
années, nee, SN 
u’3st ur . ceuvre dure, difficile, de !on- 
gue haleine, une ceuvre de recunstruction 
matérielle et morale que vous devez en- 
weprendre, monsieur le._ministre, et oy 
nous souhaiterions peut-étre voir entre- 
prendre avec un peu plus d’énergie et de 
rapidité dans Jl’exécution. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) : 

Déja des institutions nouvelles ont été 
créées, que nous voyons apparaitre dans 
le budget et que la commission considére 
comme parfaitement légitimes et néces- 
saires ; | 

Tl y a l’inspection générale de la magis- 
trature, avec un inspecteur général, trois 
inspecteurs, un secrétaire général et quei-. 
ques auxiliaires. C’est un cadre qui devra. 
une fois que nous serons revenus en pé- 
ridde normale, étre sensiblement réduit. 
mais qui est indispensable a4 I*henre pré- 
sente. car i! est nécessaire que Je ministre 
puisse étre renseign¢, dans l’ruvre géné- 
rale de reconstruction qu'il doit entrepren- 
dre, autrement que par Jes rapports des 
chefs de cour. 
 Wi-y 2, d’autre part, ef c’est da a I’ini- 

tiative de la commission des finances qui a 
suscité une lettre rectificative, les crédit= 
pour la Hante Cour de justice qui anra a 
juger les membres du pseudo gouverne- 
ment qui ont collaboré avec l’ennemi. 

Il y a enfin l’ensemble des cours de jus- 
tice qui avaient déia été instituées par 
le; ordonnances: d’Alger et qui. dans leu: 
fonctionnement actne!, ont exigé nne aug- 
mentation du nombre des juges d’instruc- 
tion, des suhstituts et des grefflers. 

La commission des finances. sur ces 
points, a accepté l’ensemble de vos pro- 
positions: 

Il est nécessaire de mettre A la dispo- 
siticn de c>s organismes judiciaires teus 
les. éléments aqui leur sont indispensah'es. 
Nous demanderons simvlement, plus par- 
ticuligrement pour les fuges d’instruction. 
qu’il! y ait un choix un peu plus judi- 
cieux que celui qui a été fait, afin 
que les cours de justice puissert fonction- 
ner avec une instrvction a la fois plus 
ranide. ~Ins compléte et plus stre, que 
cela n’a @té Je cas au cours de ces der- 
niers mois. 


Jai fait allusion, et je n’y reviendrai 


plus, 4 ce malaise général existant encore 
dans l’opinion pabiape, malaise qui a été 
ageravé par des décisions judiciaires, quel- 
eqns assez variables, de département 4 
épdrtement, et parfois dans le méme lieu 
les mémes sections de la méme cour 
de justice. Nous avons vu, a Lyon, par 
exemple, deux condamnations différentes 
faites le méme me par deux sections de 
la méme cour: 
noncé deux de ses camarades était con- 
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dnd ‘devraient etre. acceptées par. tous’ 
4 wd tées ni mises~en’ ston. | 


Ment ceux qui 
get. Il est, en e 


le personnel qui Jui est nécessaire pour 
procéder 4 ia reprise des naturalisations. 

Depuis quatre ans, celles-ci ont été sus- 
pendues. 200.000 dossiers dorment dans les 
préfectures. Le pseudo-gouvernement de 
Vichy a méme reVisé les anciennes natu- 
ratisations, et prés de 280.000 personnes 
ont été 4 nouveau dénaturalisées, Les dos- 
‘siers doivent étre examinés 4 nouveau. 
Nous demandons que cet examen soit 
effectué dans le plus bref déiai possible. 

Parmi ces étrangers, qu’il s’agisse de 
ceux gui, naturalises, ont été dénaluralisés 
par Vichy, ou de ceux qui étaient et sont 
encore en instance de naturaiisation, il en 
est un grand nombre qui ont participé a 
la résistance, céte 4 céte avec nos cama- 
rades et que les hommes de la résis- 
tance considérent, depuis longtemps déja, 
comme des concitoyens. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 

Par ailleurs, nous savons que'la France 
se trouvera de nouveau dans la nécessité 
d’avoir une politique d’immigration; dans 
’état de motre natalité et avant que les 
mesures de redressement que nous envi- 
sageons puissent porter leurs fruits, pen- 
dant de longues années, pour son exis- 
tence économique et industrielle, la France 
va avoir besoin d’une politique systéma- 
tique contrdlée et rationnelle d’immigra- 
tion étrangére. 

Il faudra. pour cela .que_ la_ plupart 


-de ces ouvriers immigrés soient le plus 
rapidement possible assimilés et absorbes 


par la communauté francaise. 


Nous vous demanderons donc, monsieur 
le ministre. de pousser votre effort en fa- 
veur des naturalisations pour que les dos- 
siers, autant que possible, ne trainent pas 
aussi longtemps que cela a été le cas jus- 
qu’ici par suite du manque de personnel, 

Pourrais-je faire la suggestion qu’il’ v 
aurait peut-étre intérét & examiner une ré- 
forme qui introduirait en France la prati- 
que am/‘ricaine des first papers. Par 
une procédure administrative rapide, on 
pourrait, avant méme qu’ait couru le délai 
complet de naturalisation intégrate, don- 
ner aux étrangers qui séjournent sur notre 
territoire depuis un certain temps et dont 
la présence est nécessaire pour la vie de 
notre économie, les premiers paniers qui 
leur conféreraient déja, a défaut des droits 
civiques et poiitiques, une garantie de sta- 


| hilité dans leur existence et leurs possi- 


bilités de travail sur notre territoire, et 
les feraient échapner au contréle souvent 


_arbitraire de la potice, 


Jiarrive aux services pénitentiaires. Ce 
sont de ceux pour lesquels vous nous avez 
déja demandé des .augmentations de cré- 
dits dans ' budget et ensuite massivement 


_dang les deux ou trois lettres rectificatives 


qui nous sont parvenues ces derniers 
jours, l’une a. propos du rétablissement 
des établissements pénitentiaires d’Alsace 
et de Lorraine, comme conséquence de la 
iihération de ces territeires, et l’autre en 
vue. de la eréation de trois établissements 
nouveaux. La commiission des finances 


vous a accordé immédiatement les crédits 
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figurent au projet de bud- , Sur ce point encore, no 
| : fict, indispensable de don- | a : 
ner a Padministration de la justice tout:|.nous demianderez. 


tés. 


113 
+, DOus sommes préts. 

& vous accorder tous les ‘erédits: que’ vous 
s indiquons' sinipie- 

ment que, s'il convient de prendre des mwe- 
sures immédiatés, par la création de mai- 
sons centrales nouvelles, afin de parvenir 
& limiter le surpeuplement des anciennes,: 


-c’est en réalité toute une réforme d’énsem- 


ble des -services. pénitentiaires qu’il est’ 
nécessaire de réaliser.. Nous espérons, 
monsieur le ministre, qu’a l’occasion du 
prochain budget vous voudrez hién sou- 
mettre 4 ’Assemblée le pian général d’une 
telle réforme. 7 : és 

En tout cas, 4 la commission des finan- 
ces, nous tiendrions 4 obtenir de M. le mi- 
nistre de la justice la confirmation qu’on 
ne reviendra pas sur la décision qui: avait 
été prise avant la penee.st sujet des tra- 
vaux forcés et de la Guyane. — 

Il doit étre bien entendu aque, méme Ile 
jour ot elles seront possihles, les expé- 
ditions ne reprendront pas vers la Guyane 
et que nous abandonnerons complétement 
le systéme périmé et définitivement con-: 
damné du bagne, Il doit étre bien entendu 
que*nous voulons donner a notre colonie 
de la Guyane la possibilité de se dévelop- 
per de la.méme facon que les colonies en- 
vironnantes, qui,ont pu parvenir a une 
véritable prospérité parce qu’elles étaient 
orientées vers la colonisation libre. Ainsi 
ne pésera plus sur notre Guyane le poids 
du bagne, qui a arrété le progrés écono- 
mique d’une de nos colonies qui était sus- 
oe d’étre parmi les plus prospéres. 

ar ailleurs, nous avons pris position 
contre le régime du bagne en général. 
Nous comptons bien, monsieur le ministre, 
qu’au nom du Gouvernement vous confir- 
merez que telle est toujours la pensée offi- 
cielle. Nous pensons que cette réforme sera 
incluse dans le plan général de réorgani- 
sation des services pénitentiaires que nous 
vous demandons de préparer dans le délai 
le plus court. | 

J’aborde enfin un des problémes Jes plus 
graves, & propos duquel, si l’on a déja agi, 
il reste encore beaucoup a faire. D’ailleurs, 
sur ce probléme, les services de la justice 
auront a prendre une responsabilité parti- 
culiére, puisque les services intéressés qui 
avaient été détachés at ministére de ]’In- 
térieur viennent de revenir a celui de la — 
justice, Ce probléme est celui de ]’éduca- 
lion surveillée pour l’enfance délinquante. 

Ce sont désormais les services du mi- — 
nistére de la justice qui auront la charge 
d’assurer le relévement de l’enfance cou- 
pable. Or, la-criminalité juvénile est un 
des plus graves fiéaux seciaux de notre 
époque. La progression du nombre des 
canes délinquants a été constante depuis 
e début de la guerre: le nombre des dé- 
linguants juvéniles est passé de 12.165 en 
1939 & 32.290 en 1943. | | 

Sans doute, il v a toutes les cireonstan- 
ces exceptiunnelles tenant 4 la misére de 
ces derniéres années, au désordre moral 
créé par latmosphére méme de’ Vichy et 
de la collaboration, mais il y a des causes 
permanentes. auxquelles on-n’a pas. tou-. 
jours su opposer un plan cohérent et une 
action décidée: Il y a les influences mau- 
vaises de certaines familles, le milieu ow 
joue le facteur hérédité, car souvent ces 
jeunes. sont sous le poids -d’une hérédité 


-aleoolique ou syphilitique; ils sont issus 


de familles dissociées ou de foyers. devas- 
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da 
Seat ‘prentire 
nes Ss ; 
est dans Petude des différerits 
jeunes: ‘celui ‘qui ‘est uh ‘arpiéré unique- 
tert inteliettue] et qui doit tre exa- 
mint du point de vue d’une éducation 
spéciale Uépendart de la compétence de 
Yéducation ndtionale; celui qui est wun 
arriéré physique, et c’est du ‘point de vue 
fe ta santé que fe probléme doit.ttre exa- 
miné*s celui qui a des troubles caractériels, 
qu’ils se solent traduits par un acte illicite 
ou non, et il ya ici une technique comple- 
tement spéciale, qui n’est pas uniquement 
médicale, qui ne reléve pas uniquement 
de la pédagopie normale et pour laquelle 
il faut faire uh effort tout a fait particu- 
lier, (Applaudissements.) . 

Un probléme de Ja prévention et du dé- 
pistage se puse donc d’abord, pour lequel 

faut des enquétes familiales trés suivies 
ét qui exige une action émanant 4 Ia fois 
de ja santé publique, du travail et de plu- 
siecurs minisiéres qui sont intéressés a ce 
probléme. : 

D’autre part, lorsqu’on arrive a saisir 
Yenfant au moment du délit, tout le pro- 
hitme du redressement est un probleme 
qui n’a rien & faire avec le chitiment du 
— tel qu’il avait été concu dans le 
passé. 

La premitre mesure @ prendre est d’indi- 
vidualiser le service de l]’éducation sur- 
veillée. Quelque chose a déja été fait dans 
ce-sens: par un décret du 6 décembre 1944, 
vous avez créé, monsieur le ministre, une 
sous-direction de T’éducation surveillée; 
avec Ues magiStrats spécialisés, vous avez 
commencé un plan de réorganisation. Mais 
il est nécessaire d’aller encore plus loin 
et je ne serai pas suspect et & cet égard 

uisque, il ya quelques jours, lorsque le 

ébat hudgetaire ‘a commencé, au nom de 
In commission des finances j’ai protesté 
coritre la multiplication, dans la plupart 

es Ministéres, du nombre des directions. 

s’agit 1A vraiment d’un cas exceptionnel 
ou il faut ane direction spéciale de |’éduca- 
tion suveiliée qui ‘n’ait aucun rapport 
avec Vadministration pénitentiaire.. (Ap- 
plaudissements.) 
_ Zl faut séparer totalement et a tous les 
degrés les services de éducation surveil- 
lée et ]’adminisiration pénitentiaire. Auctin 


élément du ; itentiaire, qui 
n’a aucune es capacité requises pour 
V’eeuvre de réédu n, ne doit demeurer 
dans les services de 1’éducation surveillée. 


yore ob Te womais un OUlN alors 


et 


Nous voudrions te voir sor- 
ement e, et réaliser 


da . re 
don : 
bien 


Véducatio: surgeiice per | 
renitrera jamais. { ' 


D FTI 


Ten cette 


‘magistrature, pari 6s 
ae Sere dans les problémes de 


: dl _est nécessaire que, dés le 
ait le sentiment que I|’senfan 


début, on 
t aé 
ne sera 


objet de mesures de t 
sion, mais sera soumis 4 une éducation 
spéeiale, Jamais I’enfant ne doit étre placé 
dans une maison d’arrét, Déja 
mencé a organiser, pour eux, un certain 
nombre de centres d’accueil, privés pour 
l1 plupart, Déja aussi, les assistantes so- 
ciales, en particulier dans la 


sienne, jouent, dans l’enquéte, un rdle 


la situation familiale. Si l’enfant est mis 
en liberté surveillée, elles sont chargées 
age le siiivre dans sa famille ou dans une 
autre famille ou il a -pu €tre placé, Elles 
doivent égaiement réaliser le reclassement 
de ceux gui sortent de maisons spéciales 
et, & Veccasion de Venfant délinquant, 
faire, dans Ja méme famille, le dépistage 
des autres enfants dont il serait nécessaire 
de prendre la charge. 


Mais ce qui-a été fait est insuffisant, et 
si l’on veut, au ‘point de départ, avoir 
une véritable observation du mineur délin- 
quant, condition préalable de -son redres- 
sement, il faut prévoir des Centres scien- 
tifiques d’observation, & raison d’tn au 
moins dans chaque grand département in- 
dustriel. Il ne s’agit pas seulement de con- 
Sultations médico-psychologiques comme 
celles qui existent dans plusieurs ‘villes, 


sultation, mais d’un ‘centre d observations 
completes ov i] séjournera pendant quel- 
ques semaines ‘et ot il sera soumis a la 
fois 4 l’observation médicale, a l’observa- 
tion sociale et & l’observation psycho-tech- 
nique, & une étude pédagogique compitte 
ag peut étre le fruit de la collaboration 

e plusieurs spécialistes. C'est seulement 
aprés, que, Muni de ces éléments, le juge 
pourra prendre une décision qui aura une 
valeur scientifique, 


Arrivant 4 la phase du redressement, je 
voudrais présenter deux observations, 
lune sur les établissernents publics, l’au- 
tre sur les établissements 
tribuent. 

Les établissements publics, les maisons 
d’éducation surveillée, aussi bien de gar- 
cons que de filles, ont été installés, dans 
le passé, dans de vieux bitiments péniten- 
tiaires. J’en ai visité entre 1936 et 1938 -et, 


ain 


at 


— 


troduction 


» ™ ys — 


» 2 « 


matiére. 


lui-méme ‘ét Ge deux assésséurs choisis, en. 
: déhors de Ta | ar TH per. 


t neo vex 
} centre professionnel de premier ortire. :Ce- 


, OR & COM | 


région pari- 
trés important pour —— le juge sur ; 


ou T’on peut présenter l’enfant A une con- 


privés qui y con- . 


pour un trés grand nombre d’entre eux, Ce - 
milieu méme rendait impossible la irans- 
formation de l'état d’esprit ancien et l’in- 
des -‘méthodes nouvelles. 


| téres, ce qui 
| tement 


: ag to chose par la Sa 


ont 66 talts, Des Btabiisee- 
ceux Ge Safiit-Maurice et de 


> 


Des progres 
‘comme 


Sone 
‘modernes. J'ai visité celui de’ | 


dans Jes environs de Lyon, actu 


' 


Jancvemeérit ét qui petit dévenir un 


a ae Pang de agent prong d’une 

orme =: ans le séns qui he pa- 
rait souhaitable. estas - 

Nous he pouvons, monsicur le ministre, 
que vous encourager datis cette voie én 
vous demandant d’y attacher la plus 
prande importance ét de podtirsuivre jus- 

"a leur terme, sous une forme systéma- 
tique et cohérente, les transformations qui 
ont été commencées. : 

Partant du principe que le strveillant 
doit désormais disparaitre, les enfants doi- 
vent étre réunis par-groupes de six ou sept, 
chacun de ces grou tant confié & un 
éducateur qui vit et Inange avec Bux, se 
sent responsable d’eux, a un éducateur 
venu le plus souvent — puisque c’est Ja 
qu’on trouvera én mMmajorité des hommes 
capables — du cadre des instituteurs et 
ayant regu en outre une formation spé- 
clale pour. s’occuper de cette catégorie 
d’enfants. (Applaudissemenis.) 

ll importe de pousser la formation pro- 
fessionnelle avec des maisons spécialisées 
qui donnent 4 ces enfants, lorsqu’ils sor- 
tent de l’établissement, un métier gu’ils 
connaissent bien et qui leur permettra de 
se faire une place dans la vie. 

A cdté de ces établissements publics il 
existe un nd nombre d’établissements 
privés dont je dirai qu’ils sont de valeur 
souvent inégale, certains d’entre eux de 
premier ordre, d‘autres, au contraire, tout 
& fait insuffisants. Il importerait que l’Etat 
renforcat sur ce point son contréle et coor- 
donnat ieurs activités, ) 

Les établissements privés de rééducation 
ont = au hasard. Dans tel départe- 
ment on en trouve plusieurs qui remplis- 
sent a peu prés la méme fonction. Dans 
d'autres ‘on n’en trouve pas. -Il faut que 
le Gouvernemeént_provoeque les initiatives 
et les spécialisations nécessaires. fl faut, 
par ailleurs, puisqu’il-a maintenant com- 
mencé a metire au point une tethnique de 


la rééducation dans ses propres établis- 
sements, ‘quil guide les établissements 
privés et qt’il impose parfois une 


adaptation aux conceptions modernes de 

la rééducation du mineur délinquant. 
Pour obtenir ce résultat, il y a toute 

une série de mesures qui ne peuvent pas 


étre prises indépendamment par chaque 
ministére. | 
Qu'il s’agisse de la prévention ou du 


dépistage, 11 faut organiser ces services 
pour tous les enfants. Nl ne faut pas -que 
quelque chose soit fait yet Ia justice et 
‘22. so malt dep 
ut surtout pas 3 cb soit Tait par - 

ceuvres privée Gai toueuerk des subven- 
tions ala fois dans treis ou quatre mints- 
ui empéche de controler exac- 

Yemploi qui est fait des denters 


Dans Ja mesure od i] faut 1 alde pan. 
ciére aux services sociaux, i faut qu’'ell 
D ée,, quelle ‘soit faite pat ‘ua 


eurs “Ue- 
inadapt 
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' nistéres de la santé publique, du travail ou | 
de Ja jeunesse vont: verser des subven- 
tions, Le. budget de la santé li- 


que renferme des poussiéres de subven- 
tions parmi foonmaling il est extrémement 
difficile de se retrouver. -Je .sais 
a constitué 4 ce sujet un comité de coor- 
dination. Il est nécessaire de poursuivre 
cette coordination entre les différents mi- 
nistéres arriver peut-étre finalement 
a une direction unique de l’ensemble des 
services de l’enfance. Les enfants arriérés 
hysiquement, intellectuellement ou mora- 
ement, gu’ils soient délinquants ou qu’ils 
ne le solent pas, seraient alors rattachés 
a4 tel ou tel ministére. Il est souhaitable 
d’aboutir 4 cette unification et en tout cas, 
dés maintenant, dans votre cadre, puisque 
c’est dans l’administration de la justice 
que, pour l’instant, 6n est allé le plus 
loin et que 1’on a fait, dans ces derniers 
temps, les plus grands progres dans les 
méthodes de rééducation, en liaison ‘étroite 
avec le ministére de Péducation nationale, 
poussez votre ceuvre jusqu’au bout en sé- 
parant l’enfance délinquante de )’adminis- 
tration pénitentiaire et en en faisant une 
institution indépendante , 

Telles sont les observations que je dési- 
rais présenter sur l’ensemble du budget 
de la justice. La commission a accepté la 
papel: ae cerédits. Nous demandons 4 

. Je ministre de les utiliser au mieux, et 
de faire preuve d'un ‘peu plus d’énergie 
dans l’oouvre de reconstruction qui est ac- 
tuellement pour Ini un travail sans doute 


e. Yon 


difficile, mais qui est une belle ceuvre & 


entreprendre pour le pays. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 7 

M. le président. Ainsi que l’Assemblée 
’a décidé tout & Vheure, il y a lieu de 
renvoyer la suite de la discussion a la 
prochaine séance, 

ll n’y a pas d’opposition?... 

Il en est ainsi ordonné. 


og Oe 
REGLEMENT DE L’ORDRE DU JOUR 


M. le président. Nous allons régler, 4i 
vous le voulez bien, l’ordre du jour de 
notre séance de mardi prochain. 

Je propose d’inscrire a l’ordre du jour 
de cette séance: 

Nomination d’un membre de la commis- 
sion de Vintérieur et de la santé publique. 

Nomination de trois membres de la com- 
mission de surveillance de la Caisse des 
dépét et consignations. | 

Nomination de deux membres de la com- 
mission de contréle de la circulation moné- 
taire. : | 

Réponses de M. le ministre de l’agritul- 
ture a trois questions écrites. 

Suite de la discussion du budget dans 
l’ordge suivant : | 

Justice. 

Ravi nt. 


Personne ne demande la parole sur l’or- 


dre du jour’... | 
M. Laurin. Et les réponses de 


M. le ministre de la guerre aux questions 
écrites?  . | 

M. le président. fl m’est indiqué 
_ gous forme écrite. 

M. le président. [1 n’y a pas d’auire ab- 


ii, 


, bE que ces } 
réponses ont paru hier au Journal officiel : 


; 


nement a réformer Vorf: tion du mi | 


"tat smet 7 7. rimé ] 306 
2 ra , sera imp sous le n° 
et distr eae. | | 

J’ai regu de M. René Laurin un rapport, 
fait au nom de la commission des prison- 
niers et déportés et des pensions, sur la 
proposition de résolution de MM. Pierre Bu- 

eaud, Jean Dechartre, Etienne Gagnaire et 

acques Benet, tendant a inviler le Gou- 
vernement 4 attribuer aux étudiants, pri- 
sonniers de guerre ou déportés en Allema- 
gne, 4 leur retour en France, des bourses 
spéciales supérieures 4 celies générale- 
ment attribuées aux étudiants. 

Le ay sera imprimé sous le n° 307 
et distribué. ) 

Jai recu de M. Hamen un rapport, fait 
au nom de Ia commission de lintérieur et 
de ja santé publique, sur Ja proposition de 
résolution de M. Hamon tendant 4 inviter 
le Gouvernement 4 prendre une ordon- 
nance ayant pour objet de permetire aux 
collectivités locales de résilier Jes marches 
et conventions qu’elles ont conclus. 

Le rapport sera imprimé sous le n° 308 
et distribué. 

Personne ne demande la parole ?... 

La séance est levée. 

(La séance est levée a dix-neuf heures.) 


Le Chef du service de la sténographie 
de l’Assemblée consulialive provisoire, 
Cu. DE LA MORANDIERE. 


——— 


Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la séance 
du 14 févricr 1945. 


7 


Page 87, 2° colonne, derniére ligne: 

Au lieu dc: « M. Le Besnecrais aussi », 

Lire: « Quant a M. Le Besnerais, c’est 
moi-méme = ai pris la décision de Ini 
retiter ses fonctions de directeur général 
de la S. N. C.F. ».- 


Nominations de rapporteurs 


—_—_——— i 


INTERIEUR ET SANTE PUBLIQUE 
MM, Bernard Paumier a été nommé ra 


) pprtent de la proposition de résolution de 


M. Bernard Paumier, Waldeck Rochet et 
Henri Mart tendant 4 inviter le Gouverne- 
ment & reviser les lois sur le fermage de 
septembre 1943 et a établir un juste statut 
du fermage, sur la hase du ey de loi 
sur la propriété culturale, adopté par la 
Chambre des députés en 1937 (n°? 176). 

M. Laboureur a été nommé rapporteur 
de la proposition de résolution de M. La- 
bourewr .tendant 4 imviter le Gouverne- 
ment a réformer Vorganisation du minis- 
tére du ravitaillemént (n° 303). 


| ALSACE &T LORRAINE 
M..Naegeien a été nommé rapporteur de 


la sition de résolution -de M. Justin. 
Sodart wok 


relative au erédit. coopératif en Atl- 
sace et Lorraine {n° 188). 


FINANCES 


a . 


_ INTERIQUR BT SaNTe PUBLIQUE 

M. Pierre Fayet 2 été nommé rapportewm 
de la proposition de résolution de M.. 
Etienne Fajon et plusieurs de ses collégues 
tendant a inviter le Gouvernement a pren- 
dre les mesures législatives propres 4 den- 
ner un statut aux auxiliaires des adminis-. 
trations permanentes qui ne possédent pas 


le nombre d@’années leur permettant de pré- 
tendre 4 la titularisation (n° 239). 


M. Pierre Fayet 1 été nommé rapporteur 
de la proposition de résolution de M. 
Etienne Fajen et plusieurs de ses collégues 
tendant a inviter 1 Gouvernement 4 tren- 
dre les mesures législatives propres & don- 
ner un statut aux auxiliaires des adminis- 
trations provisoires (n° 240). 


JEUNESSE ET SPORTS 
M. René Thuillier a2 été nommé rappor- 


teur de la proposition de résolution de M. 


Raymond Guyot et plusieurs de ses collé- 
gues tendant 4 inviter le Souvernement 4 
prendre les mesures nécessaires pour aider 
moralement et matériellement les services 
civViques de la jeunesse (n° 294). 


PRISONNIERS ET DEPORTES ET PENSIONS 


M. René Laurin a é{é nommeé rapporteur 
de la proposition de résolution de MM. Bu- 
geaud, Dechartre, Gagnaire et Benet ten- 
dant a inviter le Gouvernement a attribuer 
aux étudiants, prisonniers de gucrre ou 
déportés en Allemagne, 4 leur retour en 
France, des bourses spéciales, supérieures 
4 celles généralement attribuées aux é€tu- 
diants (n° 492). | 

op 


QUESTIONS ECRITES 


REMISES AU SECRETARIAT GENERAL 
LE 15 FEVRIER 1955 


Application des articles 42 et 43 du regiement 
ainsi concus: 
« Art, 42. — Tout membre de f Assemblée 


peut poser au Gouvernement, par écrit et par 


Vintermédiaire du président de l’Assemblée, 
une question sur u~ sujet d’ordre particulier 
a laquelle il sera répondu par écrit, sauf si 
pleas de la question demande une -réponse 
orale et st le Gouvernement laccepte. 

« Un délai minimum de treis jours devra 


s'écouler entre la question et la réponse. 


« Art, 43. — Les questions écrites doivent 
étre rédigées en termes concis ne dépassant 
pas diz lignes et ne contenant aucune tmpu- 
tation d’ordre personnel a@ VPégard de 
nominativement désignés. 

« Elles doivent étre remises au secrétariat 


} général de Assemblée qui les communique 


au Gouvernement dans les formes prévues a 

Varticle 70 du réglément. =  _— | 
« Celles des age epee pour lesguelles il 
dé de réponse orale sont tm- 


jouveau insérées avec les ¥é- 
par les ministres inté- 


oe re ee 
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a 


peut perceyoir aucune indemnité; et lui de- 
PA s'il ne pense. pas qu’il y. aurait Lieu 

les textes existants de -facon 
. nettre l’indemnisation de cette caté- 
gorie de victimes de ia guerre. 


145, — 15 février 4945. — M. Mamon expose 


a M, te ministre des finances-le cas d’un de 
- $s@s camarades militant de la_ Résistance, 
mort pour la France, fusillé par la geslapo A 
Tage de trente-trois ans, et qui, cé‘ibataire, 


lui-méme pupille de la nation, laisse pour 
héritiers : sa mére (exemptée des droits ce 
succession comme ayant élevé quatre en- 
fants de plus de seize ans), sa sceeur et son 
frére (ce dernier prisonnier de guerre}, tous 
deux cél’bataires; et lui demande: 4° si dans 
ce -cas (success’ on deux fois ouverte a 
mort au service du pays), il n’est pas possib! 
d’étendre .)’exemption des droits de succession 
au frére et 4 la smur; 2° si, plus générale- 
ment, il n’est pas possible d’envisager l’exo- 
| nération de tous droits de succession, quels 
| que soient les heritiers, lorsque le de cujus 
| est mort pour la France. 


ae 


 REPONSES DES MINISTRES 


| AUX QUESTIONS ECRITES 


a 


INTERIEUR 


 ,Mistre de Vintérieur que les services du ra- 
tionnement des villes délivrent tous les tic- 
kets impo:¢s par les resirictions alinrentaires: 
habillement, savon, pétrole, etc., et quil 
s’agit lA d’un service d’Etat imposé A toutes 
| Jes communes de France; que |’Etat ne parti- 
| cipe & ces dépenses que ‘dans une fant. dans 
. insignifiante: 30 centimes par habilant dans 
| les _villes moyennes, soit environ 15 P: 100 de 
| Ja dépense tolaie, qui s’élave A prés de 600.000 
| francs pour une ville de 25.000 habitants; et 
| demande si le tarif ne pourrait étre revisé 
| — que la proportion soit inversée et que 
| ja part de lEtat s’éléve & 85 .p. 100. (Question 
du 6 février 1943.) 


Réponse. — L’insuffisance de la participa- 
tion de l’Etat dans les dépenses de rationDe- 
ment n’a ‘pas échappéeau ministre de linté- 
-rieur, qui s’est efforcé .& p.iusieurs repri:es 
d’obtenir de son collégue des finances la’ ma- 
joration des subventions allouées a ce titre 
aux collectivités tocales. C’est par son jinitia- 
tive que, par arrété du 6 janvier 1945, les taux 
applicables aux subventions de l’Etat ont .¢té 
relevés: dans des proportions sensibles, ainsi 
qu'il résulte du baréme ci- apres: 


Taux Nouveaux 
actuels. taux. 
Communes de: 
. Moins de 2.000 habitants.. 2 4 
| De 2.001 a 10.000 habitants. 2,50 6 
De 10.001 & 50.000 habitants. 4 9 
_ De gs 4 100.000 habitants. 5 44 
e 100.000 “ papccansone 7 49 
teme! e@eeeeeeee © 0, 0,60 


7 L%état actuel “a finances publiques Re. per- 
| met pas d’ ter, en cours d’exercice, un 
nouveaw relévement’ des taux. de subyention 
‘dont il s ‘agit. 


AM. Je mb 


dont les” days 


as ee difficile des | 


-R, 


- Desmeé 


‘Jes dossiers de 
viendra't donc 
sent une dem 


dommages subis par eux au délégué dépar- }. 


—~ ai a 


tementai du ministére de ia reconstruction. 
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ANNEXE AU PROCES-VERBAL 


DE LA 
sbainte du nee % février 1945. 


SCRUTIN (we 17) 


Sur ’amendement de M. Deniau au chapitre 20 
du budget des services des travauz publics 


et transports. 


Nombre de votantS....ccsscessese 
Majorité absSOlue......cseccccseess 


Pour l’adoption......s..eees 


CONUE .cccce. 


157 
79 


142 
15 


L’Assemblée consultative provisoire a adopté.. 


Ont voté pour: 


MM, 
Emmanuel d’Astier de 
La Vigerie. 
Mme Aubrac, 
Jean-Fernand Aude- 
guil, 
Paul Aurange. 
Vincent Aurfol. 
Antoine Avinin. 
Jacques Baumel. 
Albert Bayet. 
Jacques Benet. 
Joanny Berlioz. 
Robert Bine. 
Birien. 

Aristide Blank. 
Maxime 
cart. 

Félix Boillot. . 

Florimond Bonte. 

Bosman Van Wolput. 

Paul Bou:et. 

Albert Bouzanquet. 

Mme Braun. 

Georges ‘Bruguier. 

Robert Bruyneel. 

Marcel Cachin. 

P. Anselme Car- 
riére. 

Maurice Chevance, 

Georges Cogniot. 

André Colin. 

Pascal Copeau. 

Joseph Costa. 

Mme Couette. 


j Jacques Debda-Bridel. 


Jean Dechartre. 
Gaston. Defferre. 
Mme Defferre. 
Marcel Degliame. 
Pierre Degon. 
Mme Delaunay. 
Maurice Delom-Sorbé. 
Roger Deniau. 
Edouard Depreux. 
Maurice Desetages. 
roux. 


Blocq - Mas- 
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Raymond Guyot. 
Hamon. 
André Hauriou. 
Pierre Lervé. 
Paul Ihuel. 
Georges Izard. 
Alphonse Juge. 
Maurice Kriegel. 
Charlies Laurent. 
Léon Lauvray. 
saree Lecompte-Bol- 
net, 
Robert Lecourt. 
Mine Lefaucheux. 
Jean Lepine. 
André Le Troquer, 
René -Louis. 
Pierre Malafusse. 
René Malbrant. 
Gaston Manent. 
Marrane. 
André Marty. 
Robert Mauger. 
Daniel Mayer. 


Jean-Jacques Mayoux.. 


André Mercier. 

Jean Meunier. 

Pierre Meunier. 

Jules Moch. | 
Gaston Monmousseau. 
Maurice Montel. 
Edmond Naegelen, 
Pierre Neumeyer. 
Louis Noguéres. 

Meese mod s Oudard. 

Oura 

andré Paillieux. 
Pierre Parent. 
Bernard Paumier. 
Mme. Péri. 

Perney. 

Perrier. 

Francis Perrin. 
Eugéne Petit. 

oP Bh eye 


donimages de Paspdce, " con- 
e les intéressés présentas- Fe 
d@indemnité au - titre .des 


‘ 


Viann 


a. mi 
de 


eae as Vog 
| Joseph Eaksas. 
ao 


Ro 
Mme Marianne-Verger. | 
Paul Verneyras, ~ 


ert Verdier’ 


Ont voté contre: 

Joseph Denais. 

Gustave Eychene., 

Heitler de  Boislam- 
bert. 


Francuis Labrousse, 


MM. } 
Paul Anxionnaz. 
Marcel Astier. 
Paul Bastid, 

Guy de Boissoudy. 


‘Augusle Chempoties Pierre Lebon. 

de kibes. Mare Rucart. 
Chaumié, Savary. 
Debidour. Steeg. 

N’ont pas pris part au vote: 
MM. 

José Aboulker,  Pierre-Olivier Lapie. 
Pail Bacon. René Laurin. . 
Joscph Baslide. Albert Le Bail. 
}; André Baud. Joseph p> om 
Mohamed Bendjelloul. | Marcel Léyé 
Bergeron. Henri Maillo 
Jean Bourgoin. Louis Marin. 
Guy de Boysson. Martel. 
Mme Brossolette. Mazé. 
Pierre Bugeaud. Jean Mendiondou. 
Georges Buisson. Monnerville. 


Pascal Musélli. 
André Mutter. 
René. Nicod. 


Casanova. 
Jules Catoire. 
De Chambrun. 


Choisnel. Robert Nisse. 
Paul Cuttoli. Etienne Nouveau, . 
A!bert Darnal. Jean Odin. 
Dassonville. Paul-Boncour. 
Jean Debiesse. Prouve. 

Dupuy. Arthur Ramette. 
Forgues. Auguste Rencure], 
Benoit Frachon. Robert-Pimienta, 
Francisque Gay. Camille Rolland, 
Albert Gazier. Roucaute. 

Roger Gervolino, Emmanuel Roy. 
Jean Ginas. Pierre Ruhimann. 


-Mme Simard. 

Gaston Thiébaut. 
Jean-Jacques Urban, 
Georges Vankemmel, 
Alexandre Varenne, 
Pierre Villon. 

René Vivier. 


Arthur Giovoni. 
Justin Godart. 
Mairice Guerin. 
Jean Guiter. 
André Honnorat. 
André Isoré. 
Alexis Jaubert. 


a 


Jean Jurgensen., Wallon. 
Maurice Kaouza. Alexis Wiltzer. 
Laboureur. Jules Wolff. 


Joseph Laniel. Deiva Zivarattinam, 


N’a pas pris part au vote 


comme s’étant excusé de ne pouvotg 
assister @ la séance: 


M. Pierre Le. Brun. 
Absents par congé: 


Ely Manel Fall. 


is on ah ont vote: 


t-de TAssembiee 
consultative ve proviso, qui presalt séance. 
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| SOMMAIRE : | | .-}] ~La demande d’avis sera imprimée sous _ || 

1. — Proces-verbal PRESIDENCE DE M. FELIX GOUIN © |}. jo 312, distribuée et, s'il n'y a pas” 
Eire ae “ ‘ : ‘ ‘ 4 iti ‘ T-1 

2. — Excuses et congé. La séance est ouverte 4 quinze heures. By L gine <del rag be , Pes législation et 

3. — Dépot d'une demande d’avis, — Déclara- 4 la commission de l’intérieur et de la 
tion de lurgence, — =e santé -publique, (Assentiment.) | 

4. ==, Deget Se rapewunns oe resolution. Je rappelle qu’en vertu de l'article 20 

6. — Commiséion de l’inlérieur et de la santé PROCES-VERBAL de l’ordonnance du it octobre 1944, lors: 


publique. — Nomination d’un membre. ie seine 3. 2 era 
6. — Commission de surveillance de la caisse eee fee. DeUCOn. yer yes 20 

des dépdts et consignations. — Nomination 0 «lly jeudi 15 février a ¢té-alfiché et | avis Gans le délai de dix jours 2 compter 

de trois membres, ; de cette déclaration, le Gouvernement peut 


7. — Commission de contrdle de la circulation Il n’y a pas d’observation ?... sfatuer sans plus attendre. 
mornétaire. — Nomination de deux membres, 


que Ll’urgence est déclarée par le Gouver- 
nement, si l’Assemblée ne formule pas son 
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: Le procés-verbal est adopté. . Je prie donc les commissions compéten- 
8. — Réponses d’un ministre & des questions P P tes de se réunir et de déposer leurs rap- 
écrites: | ports le plus tot possible, de facon a per- 
Agriculture. oo rang 4 l’Assemblée de se prononcer dans 
Questions de M. Bernard Paumier (n° 30, . e délai prévu. 
31 et 32): MM. Tanguy-Prigent, ministre de |. EXCUSES ET CONGE 
Vagriculture; Bernard Paumier. : ta 


9. — Budget des services civils pour |’exer- M. le président. M. Louis Marin’s’excuse | ~ : 
cice 1945 (suite de la discussion). de ne pouvoir assister a la séénce de ce | DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 
Justice (suite). jour ni a celle de demain. | 


Discussion générale (suite): MM. Francois | M. le président. J'ai recu de M. Choisnel 


poee .M. Darnal s’excuse de ne pouvoir assis- | ot de plusi d Ndcues une Dropo- 
de Menthon, garde des sceaux, ministre de a et de plusieurs de Ses conegues une propo 
la justice; le président. ter 4 la séance dé ce jour et demande UN | gition de résolution seneant a neha le : 
' hate! as conse. Gouvernement & compléter les articles 
Suspension et reprise de la séance, = : ; 
10. — Se eile valet Il n’y a pas d’opposition ?.«.. oF Y ay ete he bed aOUt 108s ing 
; a ae ) ituant 11 | . 
11. — Budget des services civils pour l’exer-| Le congé est accorde. | | La proposition de résolution sera impri- 


cice 1945 (reprise de !a discussion). 


; } ° , distribuée et, s'il n’y - 
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ila proposition de résohrtion sera ippri- 

mée sous le n° 313, distribuée et, s’il n’y 
a pas d’opposition, renvoyée 4 la commis- 
sion du travail et des affaires sociales (As- 
sentiment.) 


COMMISSION DE L’INTERIEUR 
ET DE LA SANTE PUBLIQUE 


(Nomination dun membre.) 


M. de président. L’ordire du jour appelle | 
la nomination, par suite de vacance, d’un 
membre’ de ja commission de ]’inténieur et | 
de la santé publique. 

Conformément 4 l’article 12 du régte- | 
ment, cette candidature a été insérée a da - 
suite du compte rendu gn eztenso de la 
séance du 13 février. 


Les délais prévus par Yarticle 12 du ré- 
glement sont expirés, 


Le secrétariat général n’a recu aucune 
opposilion. 


En conséquence; je déclare cette candi- 
dature validée. 


Je proclame dome M. Maurice Kaouza 
membre de la commission de |’intérieur et : 
de la santé publique. 


- = 
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COMMISSION DE SURVEILLANCE DE LA CAISSE 
DES DEPOTS ET CONSIGNATIONS 


(Nomination de trois membres.) 


M. le président. L’ordre du jour appelle 
la nomination de trois membre de la com- 
mission de surveillance de la Caisse des 
dépots et consignations. 

Bans la séance du 6 février dernier, j'ai | 
donné connaissance a Assemblée de 1a 
demande de eeegeatinn présentée par M. 
le ministre des Timances. J 

Conformément a l’article 12 du trégle- 
ment, dont PAssembié¢ée a décidé de faire 
application, les noms des trois canditats 


—_- = 


— 


emtés : la commission des finances | 
ont été iés & la suite du ct rendu | 
in extenso de ta séanece du 43 février. 


Les délais prévus -par l’article 12 du ré- 

giement s expirés. ae 
Le secrélariat général n’a recu aucune | 
En conséquence, je déclare ces candida- 

tures validées et je proclame MM. Antoine | 

Avinin, Chaumié et Joseph Denais, mem- 

bres de la commission de surveillance de 

la Caisse des dépéis et consignations. — 
Avis en sera donné 4 M. le ministre des | 

: Ss. 
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présentés 
ont été p 


in eztens® de la séance du 43 février. 
Les @élais prévus par |’artidle 12 dm ré- 


Le secrétariat général n’a recu gucune 
eppositien. ~ , 


En uence, je ces tandida- ; 
tures validées et je protkame MM. Robert 
Chambeiron et Joseph Denais membres de 
la commission de contrdle de la circula- 
tion monétaire. 


Avis en sera donné a M. Je ministre des : 
finances. ; 


ae Bm ! 

QUESTIONS ECRITES = © 
(Réponses t’'un ministre.) 

Agrioulture ‘ 


elle 


‘MM, te président. L’ordre du jour 
"agri- 4 


les réponses de M. le ministre de 
culture a trois questions écrites: 


M. Bernard Paumier expose & M. le mi-— 
nistre de V’agricultwre que, dans la re- 
gion du centre, des viticuiteurs sont can- ; 
traints de jeter leur marc, car quelques 
distilleries manquent de charbon et que, 
d‘autre part, le prix de revient du litre 
d’eau-de-vie de 50 degrés est plus cher que . 
lo prix de vente, ce qui fait qpe les _vi- 
gnerons ne livrent pas. leur marc 4a la 
distillerie, et Jui demande comment il en- 
tend remédier a cet état de fait déplorable. , 

Juestion n° 30.) : 


La parole est 4 M. le ministre de l’agri- 
culture. | 


M. Tanguy-Prigent, ministre de lagricul- | 
ture. Mesdames, messieurs, en réponse 
& la question posée par M. Bernard Pau- 


mier, je dois faire connaitre qu’en effet]. 


il nous a été impossible, en raison des | 
difficultés de transport. et du jeu des priori- | 
tés, de fournir du charbon aux distilla- | 


il est également exact que TV obligation | 
ou se trouvaient dés lors tes distillateurs | 
d’avoir recours 4 des combustibles tets que | 
le bois, qui cotte fort cher, a augmenté 
considérablement le prix de revient du! 


litre d’alcool. | 


Le Gouvernement a étudié cette question 


et il a décidé — c’est une décision toute’ 
récente de M. le ministre des finances — 
de donner satisfaction 4 Ja demande d’aug- | 
mentation Gu prix de Yalcool pris en 


prix 
change Etat, en nt prix d 
: ire de 1450 Ir a - 


| : Tr, 08 | 
nouveau ¢hiffre tlant - faire face | 


aux frais accrus de la production. ) 

D'aautre Jes viticniteurs ont été: 
exonérés de l’obiigation qui eur était fatte | 
jusqu’iei, par le code de la viticriture 


Je ») que l’augmentation du prix da 
Fislcodh seta galement 3 aux Vitis 
fulteurs gui ont f Hier. Il en 
est d’amtres qui, ‘simgulier, ont 
jeté leur marc r Yengtemps 
eonservé, car le prix de l’eau-de-vie ne 
cDuvrait pas les frais de distillation. 


Voici, entre autres, la lettre que m’4q 
écrite un viticulteur: | 
« Nous ne comprenons pas pourquoi 
?ERtat n’est acquéreur de nos aleaois ‘qeau 
prix Ge 7 fr. de litve,- selon de degré, alors 


: ue les contributions indirectes, qui sont 


S Services @Htat, évaluent Je prix de 
vente du méme litre 4 400 fr. pour le calcul 
@e Ja taxe 4 Ja production. » 


Mon correspondant ajoute, et sa conclu- 


Sion est la mienne- 


« fl ne faudra pas s’étonner si des quans 
lités notables de marc de raisin sont diri- 
gées directement sur les vignobles comme 
engrais, sans passer par l’alambic. A-t-on 
besoin <d’alcool, oui ou nen? » 


Telle est ma premiére remarque. 


Nous savons que ja viticulture, comme 
d’autres industries, souffre du mangue de 
charbon. L’observation -vaut d’aitleurs pour 
l’agriculture en général et je concois qu’il 
Nn’ait pas été possible a M. le ministre de 


+ lagricullure d’assurer l’alimentalion en 


combustible de nos distilleries puisque 
toute l’industrie francaise souffre de la 
méme pénurie. 


M. le ministre de l’agriculture. Je n’ai 
pas dit, monsieur Paumier, qu’une déci- 
sion allait étre prise touchant l’augmen- 
tation du prix de l’alcool. La décision est 


prise. 


M. Robert Mauger. Elle a été prise ily B 
huit jours deéja. 


“. Bernard Paumier. Cette dcéclardtion 
me donne satisfaction. 


M. de président. M. Bernard Paumier 
expose a M. de mimistre de J’agriculfure 
gue Jés ensemencements en blé ont..conti« 
nuectement diminné is 1913 et, notam- 
ment, par rapport 4 lammée dernicre, de 
30 p. 400 enwron pour Jes bits d’hiver; 
gue, dans oes itions, il comviendrait 
ermettre un ensemencement massif 
en blé de printemps; mais qu’il semble 

ue les semences font défaut dans de nom-~ 
peux re et Jui demande :quelies dispo- 
sttions compte prendre ace r 
des semences aux cultivateurs désirenx 
d’ensemencer €n dlés de printemps. (Ques- 
tion n® 31.) ga . 

La parole est 4 monsieur Je ministre de 
lagriculture. ” 


MM. te ministre de 
dames, messieurs, cette 
importamte «1 je 


| ion est trés 


de fournir une certaine quamtii¢é alcool 
provenant de la distillation des marcs et: 
eS. a a ans : 

M. le présidiént. La’ parole est 4 M. Pau- 


mier. x 
M. Bernard Pawaner 
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j méme angoissante : certain moment. An — 


je suis henreux de 


jourd’hui, _pouvelr 
déclarer qu’eHe S‘améliare se ement 


en raison du retour du bean temps. 
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ées de décembre, puis du gel ¢ 
meige, les ensemencements d’hiver ont 
été déficitaires.. | 
n’a pu ensemencer beaucoup neg. de 
a moitié des terrains prévus pour Jes biés 
*~hiver. En ce moment, ces superficies at- 
ey a peine 2.700.000 hectares, 
+ Nous pourrons rattraper en grande par- 
tie le tem erdu et ensemencer une 
bonne partie de ces terrains en raison du 
retour du beau temps et de la possibilité 
‘de semer utilement et efficacement en fe- 
vrier des blés alternatifs. 


‘Il est fort heureux que la saison soit 
aussi propice; sinon, nous aurions dQ se- 
mer des blés de printemps pour lesquels, 
malheureusement, les semences font deé- 
faut. Néanmoins, nous faisons un effort en 
ce sens, car il restera tout de méme des 
superficies importantes _ n’auront pu 
étre ensemencées ni en blé ordinaire ni en 
blé. alternatif et qu’il faudra, dans l’inté- 
rét de toute la nation, ensemencer gn bileé 
de printemps. 

Nous recensons donc toutes les. disponi- 
bilités en blé de semence de printemps 
que nous possédons en Afrique du Nord. 
Elles sont, hélas! tres maigres. 


_D’autre part, nous avons obtenu du Ca- 
nada l’envoi de 300.000 quintaux de bié de 
semence de printemps; ce stock est en 
route; nous .espérons fermement le rece- 
voir a temps. | 

Enfin, nous’ pensons que l’Angleterr¢ 
pourra nous fournir la méme_quantite, 
soit 300.600 quintaux, de blé de semence. 
Je peux donc conclure que la situation 
-s’est notablement améliorée durant ces 
derniéres semaines puisq e, d’une part, 
nous avons la certitude d’obtenir des se- 
mences de blé de ‘printemps et que, d’au- 
tre part, nous pourrons utiliser 4 plein le 
mois de février pour semer des bles alter- 
natifs. Nous serons aidés dans cet effort 
par le fait que nous avons pu accorder 
aux regions de grosse culture un supple- 
ment de carburant. Nous avons, en effet, 
obtenu un contingent supplémentaire d’es- 
sence et de gas oil qui nous permettra 
d’intensifier les travaux d’ensemencement 
durant le mois en cours. 


En ce qui concerne la main-d’ceuvre, 
nous avons engagé des pourparlers avec 
nos alliés et avec les sérvices @u minis- 
tére de la guerre, afin d’étre autorisés a 
employer, aux travaux des champs, des 
prisonniers allemands. 


Nous avons éprouvé quelques difficultés 
qui tenaient 4 l’encadrement de ces _pri- 
sonniers. Aujourd’hui,-en collaboration 
avec M. Je ministre du travail et M. le mi- 
nistre de la guerre, nous sommes en bonne 
voie pour ies résoudre de facon heureuse ; 
nous pouvons donc espérer que, tires pro- 
chainement — car c’est une question 
vraiment urgente — nous pourrons mettre 


4 la disposition des. cultivateurs la main- . 


d’ceuvre qui leur faisait défaut. | 


M. le présiden 
mier. - 
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et de la 
Je peux méme dire qu’on | 


}d’uné récente séance- de l’office national | 


interprofessionnel des céréales, 


VoilA une situation fort délicate pour un 
pays qui produisait autrefois assez de bié 
pour nourrir toute sa population. — 


Ce ne sont d’ailléurs pas seulement les 
semences de blé qui manquent. C’est un 
aradoxe assez curieux de voir, dans un 
oe comme la Somme, des agri- 
culteurs manquer de semences d’avoine. 
Voici:les doléances de l'un d’eux, 


« J’ai 27 journaux d’avoine... » — le 
journal est une mesure linéaire spéciale a 
cette région — «...a ensemencer. Mes 
terres sont prétes. J’ai donc fait des de- 
mandes afin d’obtenir un bon de déblo- 
cage d’avoine de semence. N’ayant jamais 
obtenu de réponse, se suis allé & Amiens, 
au boulevard Marignan-la-Riviére, m’adres- 
ser au directeur des services agricoles. Ce 
bon m’a été refusé. Que dois-je faire ? » 


Nous avons affaire li, sans doute, 4 une 
administration départementale qui est loin 
@étre a la hauteur~ de sa tache, puis- 
qu’elle ne donne pas aux agriculteurs les 
moyens nécessaires pour produire aussi 
bien l’avoine destinée 4 la cavalerie que 
le blé indispensable a la nourriture hu- 
maine. 


de suis done fondé A dire que la situa- 
tion est grave. 


M. le président. M. Bernard Paumier 
expose & M. le ministre de l’agriculture 
que, d’aprés certains renseignements, il 
apparait que les potasses et les phosphates 
feront totalement défaut ef qu’un déblo- 
cage d’azote égal 4 50 p. 100 des livral- 
sons de la campagne 1944 viendra seule- 
ment en 1945 apporter a nos terres fatl- 
guées une maigre dose d’engrais dans l'at- 
tente d’une amélioration imprévisible 
avant la fin des hostilités; que les mines 
domaniales de potasse d’Alsace sont libg- 
rées et ont recouvré leur ancien statut de 
par une ordonnance, publiée au Journal 
athicies du 24 janvier 1945; que, depuis 
plusieurs mois, nous disposons de phos- 
phates africains; et demande ce que 
comptent faire les pouvoirs publics pour 


engrais et en assurer une meilleure 
tition. (Question n° 32.) 


La parole est 4 M. le ministre de l'agri- 
culture. 


M. le ministre de l’agriculture. La situa- 
tion du marché des engrais n'est peut-étre 
oo tout 4 fait aussi grave que |’indique 

. Paumiér. Néanmoins, pour des raisons 
‘diverses' que je vais exposer a4 |’Assem- 
blée, elle n’est évidemment pas bonne. 
_-La production intérieure des engrais azo- 
tés est. en baisse particuli¢rement sensible 
dans le groupe des: usines de Ja région du 
Nord, par suife du manque -de coke. Au 
surplus, uhe partie de la production est 
destinée aux poudreries. 

Alors- qu’avant la guerre, la fabrication 
francaise d’azote s’établissait en moyenne 
a 14.500 tonnes 3 
plus actuellement que 3.500 tonnes envi- 
ron. Pour pallier ce déficit, l’importation 


de 50.000 fOnnes d’azote a été demandée 


répar- 


que. eelui-ci est imminent.” 
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ar mois, elle n’atteint 


améliorer i’approvisionnement du pays en. 


-dés: la libération, Elle’n’a ‘pas-encore regu | 
‘de commencement ‘dexécution. » Je orois | 


th 


= | L 

‘res & da fabrication de l’acide sulfurique 
utilisé pour: la solubilisation. de l’acide 
phosphorique de -ces Tage eta Aucun 
arrivage “n'a. été signalé jusqu’au 10 fé- 
vrier; mais nous pensons que le commen- 
cement de l’exécution de ce programme 
@importation est également imminent. 


En ce qui touche les scories Thomas, 
seules les aciéries du Nord tournent actuel- 
lement et leur production est absorbée in- 
tégralement par l’agriculture régionale. 


Pour les engrais potassiques, la libéra- 
tion du bassin. potassique alsacien étant 
toute récente, les. milieux compétents ne 
ossédent encore aucun renseignement sur 
a situation des installations miniéres. 


Il est probable. qu’un stock assez élevé 
de sels potassiques existe sur le carreau 
des mines. Sa mise@ en répartition aura lieu 
des’ que son importance aura pu étre dé- 
lerminée, par conséquent dans un délai 
qui maintenant peut étre trés court. 


Pour les engrais composés, compte tenu 
des matiéres premiéres dont les usines 
sont a peu pres assurées de disposer, les 
previsions de fabrication s’élévent a en- 
viron 100.000 tonnes pour la campagne en 
cours, 


iin résumé, 4 la cadence actuelle de pro- 
duction de l'industrie francaise, les. be- 
soins de l’agriculture ne seront couverts 
qua concurrence de 25 p. 100 pour l’azote 
et de 10 p. 100 pour les engrais composés. 
L'approvisionnement était nul, jusqu’d pré- 
sent, en engrais phosphatés et en engrais 
potassiques et ume amélioration de ces si- 
tuations est subordonnée, comme je viens 
de le dire, & la remise en exploitation des 
mines de potasse d’Alsace, a la réalisation 
du programme d’importation qui va com- 
mencer a entrer dans la voie de 1l’exécu- 
lion et aussi, comme toujours, -aux four- 
nitures de charbon a l’industrie de l'azote. 

Elle est subordonnée en outre a la ee- 
prise des transports par fer, 4 la condi- 
lion qu’une priorité réelle soit accordée 
aux expéditions d’engrais, | 
_ A ce sujet, hier, au comité économique, 
je me suis mis d’accord avec M. René 
Mayer pour-que, dans toute la mesure du 
possible, pendant la période, assez limitée 
én somme, de mise en place des engrais, 
une priorité exceptionnelle soit accordée 
pour leur transport, , 


M. le président. La 


| parole est 4 M. Pau- 
mier, ; 


M. Bernard Paumier. Au sujet de cette 


mettrai de faire trois 


troisiéme et derniére question, je me per- 
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4 
approvisionner les 
fi convient. de dire 


de.se hater d’ 


bon. 


usines en 
e 


- aussi que 8.500 tonnes de sulfate d’ammo- 


nia et 10.000 tonnes d’ammonitre en- 
comtbraient fin décembre les: silos de 
Pusine de Toulouse, au point que la —_ 

e de place 


. duction allait étre génée faut 


pour le stockage. 


Telles sont les trois remarques que 
‘at pe & faire concernant la question que 
"ai posée a M. le ministre de l’agriculture. 
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(Suite de la discussion.) 


M. le président. L’ordre du jour appelle 
la suite de la discussion. de l’avis sur le 
pee d’ordonnance portant fixation du 

udget des services civils pour |’exercice 


1945. 
Justice (suite). 


M. le président. Dans sa séance de jeudi 
dernier, l’Assemblée a commencé l’exa- 
men du budget de la justice. 


Dans la discussion générale, la parole 
est & M. le garde des sceaux, ministre de 
la justice. 


M. Francois de Menthon, 
sceauz, ministre de la justice. Mesdames, 
messieurs, je pense répondre au veeu de 
votre Assemblée en exposant d’abord, trés 
largement, les principales activités de mon 
département au cours des cing mois écou- 
lés depuis la libération, sans rien lui ca- 
cher des difficultés rencontrées ni des obs- 
lacles qui restent 4 vaincre, et en indi- 
quant les directions dans lesquelles j’ai 
Vintentidn de porter mon effort. 


Comme chacun de mes Collégues du 
Gouvernement, je me suis trouvé, au len- 
démain de la libération, devant deux caté- 
gories de taches également urgentes et 
qu’il convenait, mon pas d’accomplir suc- 
cessivement, mais de mener de front. Il 
nous fallait, d’une part, procéder 4 la li- 
quidation rapide, certes, mais plus encore 
compléte et définitive, du passé vichyssois 
et entreprendre, d’autre part, sans atten- 
dre un jour, la grande ceuvre de renou- 


. vellement et de réforme profonde de nos | 


institutions. 


Dans l’un et l’autre de ces champs d’ac- 
tion, la liquidation du passé vichyssois 
et l’apport des premiéres pierres aux. 
tiers de la construction de demain, j’ai 
_ que jamais la certitude que le moyen 
ns opr vite, complétement ‘et définitive- 
dans le domaine. de la justice, 
est vraiment l’un des plus graves et des 
plus solennels de la Pe tique des peuples, 
et de ne rien craindre des jugements de 
histoire, & travers les remous inévitables 
d’une opinion vite changeante, était d’agir 
sans précipitation désordonnée, avec une 
volonté obstin . selon les principes tra- 


et se: 
‘ditionnels de la République. 


| 


garde des } 


— 


- 
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sa vocation, n’est en aucune facon, comme 
certans. l’ont bassement insinué, une re- 
vanche partisane ou une ceuvre de ven- 
geance. Elle est une ceuvre de stricte jus- 
tice, de moralité supérieure et aussi de 
défense politique. ; 


Elle est politiquement la condition d 
la a de la guerre avec le maximum 
d’efficacité. Elle est aussi la préface néces- 
saire au concours de la nation tout ed- 
tiére 4 |’édification d’une cité nouvelle. 


C’est dans cet esprit que le Gouverne- 
ment, dés Alger, avait fixé sa politique; 
c’est dans cet esprit qu’il la poursuit de- 
puis la libération. 


Cette politique d’épuration comporte 
done deux aspects: la répression des faits 
de trahison et l’épuration proprement 
dite. 


En matiére de répression, vous connais- 
sez la situation dans laquelle nous nous 
sommes trouvés au début de septembre: 
un trés grand nombre de personnes, sans 
doute environ 100.000, arrétées un peu par- 
tout comme suspectes, sans qu’aucun com- 
mencement de dossier n’ait pu étre cons- 
titué sur elles; 15.000 environ, parmi les 
individus les plus coupables, partis pour 
l’Allemagne dans les fourgons de l’ennemi ; 
100.000 noms inscrits, a tort ou a raison, 


sur les listes des groupements antinatio- | 


naux. En dehors des 100.000 arrétés, des 
15.000 partis peg l’Allemagne et des 100.000 
inscrits sur des listes de trahison, des di- 
zaines de milliers d’autres, suspectés a 
tort ou A raison dans leur quartier, leur 
village, leur profession. 

Voila le point de départ du travail de 
triage et de l’ceuvre de justice auxquels 
le Gouvernement devait faire face et 
auxquels allaient s’appliquer, d’une part, 


le ministére de Vintérieur, en ce qui 
concerne le triage, grace 4 des enquétes de 
pelice, des individus arrétés et des indi- 


vidus suspects, d’autre part, le départe- 
ment de la justice, pour assurer le juge- 
ment des personnes qui seraient déférees 
aux tribunaux. 


Je ne reviendrai pas en détail sur le 
choix initial des methodes opéré par le 
Gouvernement: décision de traduire les 
inculpés, aprés une instruction réguliére 
conduite par un magistrat, devant un jury 
de résistants; sauvegarde de tous les droits 
essentiels de la défense; maintien du pour- 
voi en cassation et du recours en grace. 


Mis en face de cette réalité, de ce choix 
initial des méthodes, nous avons da pro- 
céder & la mise en place d’une énorme 
Machine judiciaire, que l’on peut dire sans 
précédent aucun dans notre vie nationale. 

Ou en sommes-nous aujourd’hui de cette 
mis¢ en place? . 

425 sections ou sous-sectione de cours de 
justice, une centaine de chambres ci 
sont constituées. Au i* janvier, 713 
trats, soit le tiers de l’effectif ju 
existant, €taient affectés aux cours de jus- 
tice. A Paris seul, on comptait 17 sous-sec- 
tions de la cour de et 8 chambres 


| civiqués, la section de la co 
de la Seine disposant de i ats 
dont 72 commissaires du Gonv 


reprendre confiance en ses destinées et en 


emnement et 


Les réintégrations, les nominations 
d’avocats, un concours d’entrée nous ont 
fourni un appoint. 

Ce n’était qu’une premiére étape. L’ef- 
fort continue pour mettre le millier de 
magistrats nécessaires & la disposition des 
cours de justice. 


Trois moyens nouveaux sont mis en 
cuvre: linstitution du juge unique; l’ex- 
tension des fonctions de juge d’instruc- 
tion désormais conférées & des juges de 

ix; la ae ge du ministére public dans 

plupart des audiences civiles. 


Quels sont actueMement les résultats 
obtenus ? | 


Au i* décembre, 19.500 affaires étaient 
& l’instruction; au i janvier, 29.000; au 
itt féVrier, 31.600. Au it février, les par- 
quets des cours de justice avaient été sai- 
sis de 48.600 affaires. 11.000 avaient été 
régiées au i janvier; 17.000 au it fé. 
vrier, dont 6.000 par renvoi devant les 
cours de justice, 3.500 par renvoi devant 
les chambres civiques et 7.500 par clas< 
sement. 


Au i* janvier, 4.000 affaires avaient été 
jugées; au 1 février, 6.000; du 18 février 
7.053. Et sur le total, 574 condamnations Y 
mort avaient été prononcées. 


Pour se faire une idée exacte de la ré- 
ression conduite depuis la libération, il 
aut ajouter a ¢es chiffres environ 2.000 


bunaux militaires pour des faits antérieurs 
4 la libération; et l’on arrive ainsi approxi- 
mativement au chiffre de 9.000 personnes 
jugees, dont 1.500 ont été condamnées a 
mort, 


Il est possible, maintenant, d’établir des 
révisions au moins approchées. L’afflux 

es affaires aux parquets des cours de jus- 
tice, a été croissant jusqu’d la fin de 
déc re, va Maintenant en diminuant. H 
est lié au travail des commissions de 
triage constituées par le ministére de l’in- 
oo ol travail qui est en voie d’achéve- 
ment. 


On peut prévoir que les parquets des 
cours de justice auront été saisis d’un to- 
tal de 60.000 affaires. Le nombre de cel- 
les-ci, aprés avoir pr sé constamment, 
pour atteindre un maximum de 33.000 envi- 
ron dans la premiére quinzaine de février 
commence & diminuer. Au rythme actuel 
de 7.000 affaires étudiées c 


@ mois 
juste la moitié 
seront liquid 


au i avril, la 
quasi totalité au i* aoft. 

Mais il s’agit 1A d’une évaluation établie 
d’aprés les es actuels; or le rythme 
du travail sera accéléré, de telle sorte 
qu’on peut prévoir que ia, moitié des 


affaires auront été jugées au i* avril, et 
la quasi totalité au i* aodt. 


Nous pouvons aussi faire, dés mainte 
phiques. Dans 


nant, des prévisions gé 
grand nombre de 


condamnations intervenues devant les tri- ~ 
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traitées rue PAngias, les affaires 
économiques rue lais. 

Pour joe peSereS, fl n’y a pas de diffi- 
cultés n es A prévoir. Actuelement, 
30 4 50 affaires sont communiquées cha- 
cE jour; tout doit étre terminé pour le 

er juillet. 


Les affaires économiques créent une si- 
tuation plus difficile: 1.200 informations 
ont été ouvertes, et l’instruction est ici 
nécessairement plus longue; un délai sup- 
plémentaire sera indispensable. 


Des prévisions ont été également éta- 
blies selon les ¢atégories d’affaires. Dés 
Vinstitution des cours de justice, j’avais 
donné un ordre de priorité, d’une part, 
aux affaires les plus grayes, d’autre ‘part, 
a celles ne paraissant comporter aucune 
charge fondée, en remettant 4 plus tard 
Vexamen des affaires moyennes. Ainsi, 
nous avons pu, a l’issue d’un récent con- 
seil des ministres, rendant publiques 
les instructions qui, précédemment, avaient 
été données par mon département minis- 
tériel, annoncer que toutes les affaires les 
plus graves devaient étre réglées pour le 
1** mai. 

A ce bilan d’ensemble de l’activité des 
cours de justice j’ajouterai que tout a été 
fait et que tout sera encore mis en cuvre 
pour accélérer au Maximum |l|’cuvre de 
répression. 


En dehors de la compétence des 125 
cours de justice, nous avons décidé de 
déférer 4 une Haute Cour de justice les 
procés proprement politiques, ceux de 
Pétain et de ses ministres, des secrétaires 
généraux, des résidents généraux, des 
commissaires du pouvoir, des gouverneurs 
généraux des colonies. 

Pourquoi ? f 

Etait-ce afin de leur réserver, je 
ne sais quel privilége de juridiction, en 
raison de fonctions que nous considé- 
rons comme ayant été usurpées ? En au- 
cune facon; mais il s’agit de procés pro- 
prement politiques, ow, donc, lincrimina- 
tion et la peine sont libres et laissées & 
la diserétion du jury: Et c’est pourquoi 
nous avons confié 4 l’Assemblée Consul- 
tative le soin de désigner les jurés qui 
auront & connaitre de ces procés. Aussitét 
que la liste de ces jurés sera devenue défi- 
nitive, les audiences de la Haute Cour de 
justice pourront commencer, et tout me 
— a croire que le rythme en sera assez 
rapide, 


Je vous rappellé qué la commission | 


d’instruction de la Haute Cour de justice, 
ou les membres désignés par l’Assemblée 
sont en majorité, a la possibilité et le 
role de con comme elle l’entend le 
déroulement des procés devant la haute 
. juridietion. Pour notre 
vons que faciliter son 
la-mesure du possible 
ment l’envoi de tous dossiers par les di- 
vers 3 et mettre % sa disposition 
le personnel in nsable au travail de 
dépouillement et de classement. 


Par ailleurs, le Gouvernement a institué, 


ur ré 
po primer 


ail; dans toute 
accélérer notam- 


ent pas directement sous 


: pie: es ae ae 
hambre longue mise en train qui aurait di et pu | 


an, nous ne pou- | 
v 


les faits de collaboration 


; 


; 
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autorités administratives ou les quets 
des cours de justice. Mais le des 
affaires va se précipiter. Les services de 
police vont envoyer aux chambres civiques 
une liste de 100.000 noms environ d’indi- 
vidus appartenant aux groupements anti- 
nationaux. Nous avons prévu, pour faire 
face & cet afflux d’affaires, une procédure 
accélérée qui permettra, sans préjuger 
le fond, de suspendre provisoirement de 
leurs droits électoraux les individus, ayant 
appartenu a des groupements antinatio- 
naux, gui seront traduits devant les cham- 
bres civiques. Les mesures pratiques sont 
— dés maintenant par le ministre de 
‘intérieur et par moi-méme pour que tous 
ces individus aient éf€ suspendus, par 
voie de justice, de leur droit électoral au 
début d’avril et qu’ils soient, immédiate- 
ment aprés, rayés des listes électorales. 


Par la suite, nous miultiplierons les 
chamibres civiques, en faisant passer le 
teagan des cours de justice 4 ces cham- 
res, pour accéléerer leur fonctionnement. 
Tout doit pouvoir étre terminé vers le 
i** aoat ou le i* septembre. 


Il est un quatriéme aspect de la répres- 
sion, sur lequel je veux donner des pré- 
cisions : la confiscation des biens des 
traitres. Nous lavions prévue, dés Jlori- 
gine, pour les condamnations prononcées 
par les cours de justice. Nous l’avions 
prévue ensuite, 4 titre facultatif, pour les 
condamnations prononcées par les cham- 
bres civiques. Tous les individus condam- 
nés pour faits de collaboration, par une 
cour de justice ou une chambre civique, 

euvent donc encourir la confiscation. de 
eurs biens. 


Cependant, il subsiste une fissure qui 
tient & notre notion traditionnelle de l’ir- 
responsabilité pénale des personnes mo- 
rales et notamment des sociétés.. Une 
grande société qui a travaillé pour l’Alle- 
magne se voit déclarée pénalement irres- 
ponsable. Une ordonnance, déposée de- 
vant le conseil des ministres, y remédiera 
prochainement. 


Aprés- ce tableau d’ensemble de l’eu-_j 


vre de répression, je peux distinguer cing 
ordres de critiques apportées a cette 
répression. | 


Les uns disent qu’on aurait dd tout ré- 
gler en quelques semaines pour n‘en plug 
parler. Une répression qui traine crée, de 
part et d’autre, un malaise auquel it faut 
rapidement mettre fin. 


Sans doute, en théorie, c’est exact, mais 
& qui est de bonne foi.il est facile de 
répondre. Nous avions quatre années de 


collaboration, quatre années de trahison | 
Aa lessiver, et peur cela nous n’avions pas 


de renseignements de police, ni aucune 
organisation judiciaire. (Interruptions.) 


Dans ces conditions, pour faire ceuvre 
de justice, c’est-a-dire pour connaitre exac- 
tement et juger ensuite les responsabilités 
de chacun des coupables, personne ne peut 
nier que quels - 96 soient la procédure 
adoptée et le tri choisi, des. délais 
soient indispensables. Si 

D’autres ajoutent que rien n’avait été 
libération, 
spécialement son 


-étre évitée. 


né radio de Londres, ac 


at en-| M. le garde des seomix. Tl ast facile 
, tes | @éclairer ces ighorants. (Interruptions.) : 


Fernand Grenier. Ce n’est ae 
; phot Scuenines. gemiomt- den wie 
nées, a I: 
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| My fe président. Notre Assemblée est 


tradi 

itions, dont celle de la courtoisie: 
sonne’ ici n'y youdra manquer, (Applau- 
dissements.) 


pression dans toute la mesure 
c’est-a-dire que le commissaire a ]’intérieur 
de lépoque et les services qui opéraient 
sur la France se sont préoceupés, comme 
e’était leur réle, de constituer des dossiers, 
et que le commissaire a la justice de |’ épo- 
que s’est 
role, de choisir les meilleurs magistrats 
pour les postes de commande. 


. 


rait ét 


-_ 


sans doute, mais elle a déja ses 
é€T< 


M. le garde des sceaux. Le Gouvernement 


avait une dactrine de la répression, qui se . 
résume en ces trois 
selon les lois dela R 
essentiellement selon les articles 75 et sui- 
vants du code 
des jurys de 
dans notre code d’un nouveau crime: l’in- 


rincipes: répression 
ubligue, c’est-a-dire 


énal; répression confiée 4 
& Résistance; introduction 


dignité nationale. 


Le Gouvernement avait préparé la ré- 
possible, 


réoccupé, comme c’était son 


D’autres personnes déclarent qu’il fallait 


juger d’abord et immédiatement les grands 


coupables. On aurait vu ensuite pour les 
« lampistes ». 

Veuillez d’abord considérer que  beau- 
coup de ceux qu’on appelle les grands cou- 


pables me sont’ pas entre nos mains.., 


(Interruptions. ) 


Andfé Le Troquer. Ii en reste encore 
quelques-uns, 


M. le garde des sceaux. ...et qu’ensuite, 
parmi les’ « lampistes », il en est qui sont 
des agents directs de la Gestapo ou 
de petits dénonciateurs dont la culpabilité 
est affreuse, Certaines informations sont 
nécessairement longues, parce qu’elles ou- 
vrent des pistes nombreuses et qu’il est 
indispensable de ne pas laisser indéfini- 
ment en prison les internés dont la culpa- 
bilité est douteuse. Il faut donc instrutire 
et juger de petites affaires en méme temps 
que les affaires les plus graves. 


On reprothe aussi aux décisions des 
cours de justice d’étre incohérentes, tan- 
t6t trop légéres, tantét trop Murdes, varia- 
bles selon les départements et méme les 
sections ou les sous-sections des cours de 
justice. Laissez-moi vous dire qu’on n’a le - 
droit de juger d’une affaire que si l’on est 
en possession du dossier complet,... (Mou- 
vements divers.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Et |’affaire Alber- 
tini ? | 


M. le garde des sceaux. «...quée, pour le 
méme fait matériel, la culpabilité de deux 
individus peut étre différente et qu’enfin, 
les jurys sont des gro ‘inflmencables, 
méme lorsqu’il s’agit d’hommes choisis par 
les comités départementaux de litbération. 

Si le ministre de la justice a le devoir de 
faire rendre la justice avec les textes ap- 
propriés et dans les meilleures conditions, 
il ne Ja rend pas lui-méme et les juges 
une fois choisis, quels qu’ils soient, sont 
indépendants et n’agissent que selon leur 
conscience. 

Allons loyaiement au fond de l’affaire. 
-% libération achevée, Pautorité du Gou- 
vernement rétablie, la loi républicaine res- 
taurée, comment se présentait le probléme 
politique du chatiment des traitres et dee 
cr rateurs ? Patina ee | 
Nous avions le choix. seulement. entre 
une répression aveugle et rapide, qui n’ail- 

parodie de justice, et la — 
rt, avec la lenteur qu'elle 
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Gouvernement, lui, a choisi la justice, 1 


‘a fait ve choix pour Phonneur de la France’ 


et de la. ublique renaissantes et, 
jajoute, pour l’honneur d> la Résistance. 
(Applaudi.sements sur divers bancs-) 


Voild pour le passé. Pour le présent, 
‘abcés, aussi loyalement 
et aussi nettement, L’opinion publique — 
c’est manifeste — est.partagée entre ceux 
ui, trouvant Ja répression trop lourde, 
déclarent pour cette raison qu’il faut en 
finir, et ceux. qui s’indignent d’une re- 
pression insuffisante et trop lente. 


M. Edouard Depreux. La proportion est 
de un contre cent. 


M. le garde des sceaux, Le Gouverne- 
ment a l’intention d’accélerer au maxi- 
mum la répression, Il a fait savoir notam- 
ment que Jes plus grosses affaires actuel- 
lement a instruction devaient etre jugées 
avant le 1% mai. Le pays, en effet, doit 
savoir qu’il sortira bientOét de cette pé- 
riode pénible de Jiquidation de la honte, 
de la collaboration et de la trahison. 


Mais plus encore que rapide, la justice 
se doit d’étre totale’ Il faut poursuivre 
tous les coupables; et aucun d’eux ne doit 
échapper a une juste condamnation. 
L’heure de l’indulgence viendra peut-étre 
pour certains; mais il faut d’abord que la 
justice passe, que tout crime contre la 
nation soit condamné et sanctionng comme 
tel. ¢ 

Il n’est pas de reconstitution nationale 
possibile, au lendemain de-quatre années 
de trahison et d’égarement, sans Cette .ceu- 
vre préalable de justice’ totale. Et je de- 
mande de nouveau a ceux qui ne partage- 
raient pas ce sentiment, 4 ceux qui vou- 
draient faire trainer la répression pour 
en exploiter Je malaise (Protestations sur 
divers bancs), ou.&a ceux qui voudraient 
qu’on s’arréte, de le dire franchement. 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Personne ne veut 
cela. 


| | 

M. le garde des sceaux. Le Gouverne- 
Ment a chois pour une justice aussi Td, 
pide que possible, mais ~pour une justice 
qui reste la justice et qui soit totale. 

J’en viens, messieurs, a l’épuration pro- 
prement dite. | 

En ce domaine également, le Gouverne- 
ment avait fixé sa doctrine et avait pré- 


cisée en des textes législatifs afin” d’ex- 
chure tout arbitraire.. | 
Les critéres de l’épuration avaient ¢té 
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[et ré 
ue les procureurs généraux utilisent !es. 


\ . @épuration formées en grande partie -d’élé- | 
i ments: e sui-*| 
a. Ds ide mé-: | 


ques délais. 


~. Pour ce qui concerne mon département, 
dont je suis directement responsable, 
’épuration regardant chaque ministre, je 
le répéte, j’avais 4 épurer le conseil d’Etat, 
la magistrature, les officiers ministériels, 
Vadminjstration pénitentiaire. 

Pour le conseil d’Etat, ’épuration a été 


“terminée le 20 décembre. Sur un effectif 


de 152 membres, 51, soit un sur trois, ont 
comparu devant la commission d’épura- 
tion. 36 membres, soit un sur quatre, ont 
été objet d’une sanction. 20 membres 
ont été révoqués, 5 mis a la retraite; une 
nomination a été annulée. 


Dans la magistrature, 266 suspensions 
ont été prononcées, la plupart dés des pre- 
miers jours, sur un effectif total de 2.100, 
soit un sur huit. Les mesures actuelle- 
ment prises — certaines non encore pu- 
bliées d’ailleurs — ont frappé surtont au 
sommet: 12, parmi lesquels les 4 direc- 
leurs, sur 76, soit un sur six 4 ladminis- 
tration centrale; 46 sur 65, soit fn sur 
quatre, a lja- cour de cassation; 16 a la 
cour d’appel de Paris; 15 au tribunal de 
la Seine; 66 dans les cours d’appel de pro- 
vinee, soit un sur six; 134 dans les tribu- 
naux de premiére instance. 


_Aussitot connus les avis de la commis- 
sion. d’épuration, nous statuons sur les 
mesures définitives. 

Enfin, en ce qui concerne plus spécia- 
lement les magistrats ayant siégé ou re- 
quis dans les sections spéciales, je sais 
par experience personnelle que, beaucoup 
y ont servi la Résistance, non sans risques 
pour eux, Mais, pour que l’épuration ne 


dossier complet de toutes les sections spé- 
clales avec les noms de tous les magis- 


trats, pour chaque affaire.,... 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Y compris M. Zam- 
baux ? ? 
M. le garde des sceaux. ...et une réfé- 


ence sur l’attitude de chacun de ées ma- 
gistrats, 


M. Monnerville. N’oubliez pas le tribunal 
de commerce de la Seine! 


-M. Edouard Depreux. Ni' le . - 
néral' de Toulouse. Peeyee 


M. le garde des sceaux. Un mot sur les 
avocats. (Mouvements divers.) 


Nous n’avons pas voulu toucher A Jeurs 
franchises traditionnelles, de telle sorte 
que c’est au conseil de Jl’ordre qu’est 
confiée l’épuration des membres. du bar- 
reau. : . : 


M. André Le Troquer.” Est-ce qu’on le 
leur a dit ? ; 3 


M. le garde des sceaux. On le leur a dit 
té. J'ai donné des instructions pour 


roits que leur donne l’acte dit loi du 
26 juin 1941. pour saisir les conseils de 
ordre et, au cas ov la plainte ‘resterait 
‘Sans -suite, 
par la cour 


M. André 


A> Ars. . 
ri 
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savent bien que ce travail nécessite “quel- M. le 


puisse étre suspectée, je fais établir un | 


pays faire traneher’ l’affaire 


| de des sceaux, La. liquidation 
de l’eeuvre de Vichy exigeait, d’autre part, 
des mesures de réparation. 

_ Réintégrations, reclassements .sont 4 cé 
jour termmés, 4 quelque trois ou quatre 
unités prés. 97 réintégrations, 94 reclasse- 
ments ont été opérés, 

_“Tant que_les postes n’étaient pas deve- 
nus vacants, nous he pouvions faire qué 
des nominations 4 titre provisoire. Mais, 
cette cure “grbavesane les nominations a 
titre définitif interviennent, avec un re- 
classement qui-tiendra compte des services 
rendus dans la Résistance. : 


L’ceuvre de liquidation de Vichy a exigé 
également des mesures de réparation d’or- 
dre pénal pour les condamnés oy mer 
et des mesures de grace ou d’allégement 
de peine en ce qui concerne les condam- 


nés de droit commun. 7 


Vous savez en effet que Vichy, boule- 
versant notre législation pénale, avait ag- 


.gravé considérablement- un grand hombre 


de peines, Nous avons cru nécessaire et 
coniorme a l’esprit de la République de 
corriger ces lourdeurs dans la répression. 
Plus de 4.000. graces ont été accordées en 
cing mois, alors que le chiffre de toute 
Vannée 1938 était de 2.067. 


A cette large politique de graces est ve- 
nue s’ajouter une ordonnance d’amnistie 
parue ce matin méme au Journal officiel. 


Messieurs, je voudrais évoquer & grands 
traits l’ceuvre constructive que nous avons 
abordée dés le premier jour, pensant qu’il 
fallait, sans plus attendre, quelles que 
soient les préoccupations aigués de ]’im- 
médiat, entamer les grandes réformes dont 
tous reconnaissent la nécessité. 


Sept commissions de réformes et d’étu- 
des ont été.instituées au ministére de la 
justice: | | 

Commission de réforme du Conseil d’Etat, 
constituée, dés la libération, sous la pré- 
sidence de M. le. professeur Cassin, prési- 
dent du comité juridique et vice-président 
du Conseil d’Etat. Cette commission, qui 
a terminé ses travaux, a. élaboré quatre 
projets d’ordonnance, actuellement soumis 
a l’Assemblée du Conseil d’Etat,-et qui 
conStitueraient une Yréforme d’ensemble 
assoQciant beaucoup plus é¢troitement le 
Conseil d’Etat a l’activité administrative et 
législative du Gouvernement. 


Une commission de réforme de l’orga- 
nisation judiciaire fonctionne depuis no- 
vermbre et est sur le point d’achever ses 
travaux. Un questionnaire d’enquéte a été 
adressé dans tous les ressorts de cours 
d’appel; l’avis des facultés de droit sera 
demandé et je pense qu’un projet pqurra 
étre déposé dans un délai de deux mois. 


_.~Une .comimission de. réforme.de la pro- 
cédure pénale travaille soys la présidence 
de M. Donnedieu de Vabre, professeur a 
la faculté de droit de Paris. Elle a pris 
pour base de ses ‘travaux le projet de ré- 
rme du eode d’instruction. criminelle ‘éta- 
bli il a Re quelques années- par la commis- 
‘Matter. Sur.la base du code Matter, 
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a 
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moyens permettant l’accomplissement de ; 
la H ‘des travaux foroés et de ta relé- 

' 


| 
vement ee ae, “e 

Mais, comme ie fr it vendredi -vo- 

penéral, crest ensemble de 

pénitentiaire qu'il faut re- 


Une autre commission, présidée par 
M. le procureur général Mornet, est char- | 
gée de proposer Ja validation, la modifi- 
cation ou T’abrogation des actes dits lois 
de Vichy. Déja, | eiaaias textes sont dé-. 
posés & cet é€gard. 

ll existe encore une commission d‘uni-- 
fication législative qui, sous la présidence 
de M. Monnier, conseiller 4 la cour de cas- 
gation, @tudie Jes méthodes d’unification 
de la législation francaise et de la legis- 
lation alsacienne et mosellane dans les 
domaines fu droit civil, de la procédure 
civile et de Vadministration. Tl s’agit 1a 
d’un travail d’une immense ampleur; cette 
commission a, dés maintenant, élaboré des 
textes dont certains ont une .importance 
qui n’est pas négligeable, comme celul 
qui a introduit en Alsace et en Moselle 
la procédure de référe. : 

Enfin, dés le mois de septembre dernier, 
nous avons constitué, sous la présidence 
de Mme Campinchi, une commission de 

-péforme de la loi de 1912 sur lenfance 
coupable. Les travaux de ceite commission 
ont abouti-a l’ordonnance du 2 février 
4945 relative A l’enfance délinquante. 


M. le rapporteur général soulignait, ven- 
dredi dernier, l’importance et la grandeur 
de l’ceuvre a entreprendre en ce domaine. 
Cette csuvre est commencee et va se pour- 

. suivre. Sitét acquis le vole du budget, 
un décret fixera le nouveau statut du per- 
sonmel de l’éducation surveillée, person- 
mel d’éducateurs spécialisés. 


M. Marc Rucart. Ce sont les réformes de 
M. Léon Blum. 


M. de garde des sceaux. Ce sont des reé- 
formes trés heureusement entreprises par 
d’anciems gardes des sceaux gui sont Jcl | 
présents : MM. Marc Rucart et Vincent At- 
riql. 


M. Marc Rucart. Par le gouvernement de 
M. Léon Blum. : . 


M. le garde des sceaux. Nous espéeTons | 
arcourir bientot une troisitme étape, que 
‘Assemblée a autre jour ; 

création d’une direction de !’éducation 

_ surveiliée, qui détacherait définitivement 

‘Je pénitentiaire de da protection de l’en- 
Tance coupable. , 

_ (Réforme des tribunaux pour enfants, | 

statut des délégués a la liberté surveiliée, 

: constitution d’un tadre d’éducateurs spe-. 

a cialisés, création d’une direction autono- 

. 3 me de ]’éducation suryeillée: ces premic- 

res réformes ne sont, évidemment, were 

) ? ; ‘al e 


tite 


> 


} qui concernent Y 


dans ja justice dépend le régne du droit, 


} tion démocratique ; 


udie: la ] 


| au perso 
j méme reésultat du juge anic 


Cette réforme s’epére naturellement en ' 
étroite coordimation entre les trois minis- | 
téres intéressés: santé pu éducation 
mationals et noire propre A cet 
effet, un comité de coordination fonctionne 
dont Je réle ira en augmentant. 

L’ensemble des lémes juridiqnes 
est en cours de 
revision 4 la chancellerie, Gans un souci 
de protection. , 


Législation de la déchéance de la pnis- 
sance paternelie, garde des enfants en cas 
de divorce, législation sur l’adoption; au- 
lant de textes a reviser, toujours dans une 
pensée de protection de 1l’enfance. 

Mesdames, messieurs, tels sont les chan- 
tiers sur lesquels nows essayons de poser 
les premiéres pierres des réformes a réa- 
liser dans notre domaine. 


Mais, J’coeuvre essentielle du ministére te 
la justice, l’ceuvre constructive qui doit, 
avant tout, nous solliciter, est celle de la 
reconstruction d’une magistrature indé- 
pendante et républicaine. Nous devons 
rendre 4 la magistrature la place éminente 
qui lui revient de soi dans une répubii- 
que. L’@uvre exigera un long et persévé- 
rant effort, mais son importance est pri- 
mordiale pour P'avenir du régime. 

Nous savons bien tous, démocrates, et 
démocrates de tradition francaise, que, si 
la police est la pierre anguilaire d’une dic- 
tature, la justice est la pierre angulaire 
d’une = 7, telle que nous ja con- 
cevons, dans le prolongement des droits 
de homme et du citoyen. Du respect 


: 


Ja majesté de la Joi, comme ‘Ja -satrve- 
garde des droits individuels et des liber- 
tés fondamentales des citoyens; 

_ Qu’il y ait une crise grave de la magis- 
trature, que Tl institution judiciaire elle- 


méme soit sérieusement ébranlée aprés les 


quatre années du gouvernement de Vichy, 


qui je contesterait ? Neus serons d’accord 


aussi sur le but 4 atteindre. La République | 
doit se donner une magistrature qui, Join 
de prendre figure d’une caste fermée, fasse 
€troitement corps avec la nafion, qui soit 
intimement intégrée & son régime poli- 
tigne et social, gui participe 4 son évolu- 
une ange iy qui 


~valorisation de ses 


| trature ? Essemtiellement du personnel ju- 


facon importante, 
avons dé, mais il A oean, pone : 
| ’ aut avouer que les 
Sesanhes sank rares et qu’il y a peu de | 
dossiers en instance. C’est . je tiens 
4 le redire ici, le relévement de 1a situation 
matérielle de la istrature spar la~re- 
y at fements mn’a pas 
€té réalisée malgré les améliorations qui 
sont résultées pour Jes magistrats de 
Paugmentation générale des traitements 
— toutes les catégories de fonction- 
riaires. 


Enfin, il y a lien de revenir le plus 
rapidement possible aux garanties tradi- 
tronnelicment accordées aux magistrats 
d’inamovibilité et d’accés dans la magis- 
trature. Bien plus, il faut accroitre ces 
ot notamment par la suppression 

‘un trés grand nombre de grades, ce qui 
permetira an magistrat de ne pas avoir 


a se préoccuper sans cesse de son prochain 
avancement, 


Mais, refaire une magistrature, ce n’est 
pas seulement réformer les institutions; 
bien plus encore que dans n’importe 
quelle administration, c’est une question 
d’hommes, de qualité d’hommes, ‘de mise 
en valeur au mieux de leurs aptitudes et 
de Jears qualités. 


J’en viens 4 une considération qui a 
pha échappé emcore 4 quelques-uns 
‘entre vous qui n’étes pas, comme 
nous, directement respomsables de 1l'ad- 
ministration. De _— matériaux dispo< 
sons-nous pour relaire aujourd’hui et le 
plus rapidement possible une magis- 


diciaire actuelkement en service. L’appomt 
de lextérieur doit J’aupmenter; il-restera 
toujours relativement peu considérable. 
Dans ce personnel judiciaire que trouve- 
t-on ? Des éléments gui doivent étre exclus 
rapidement et définitivement parce qu’ils 
se sont abaissés a des besognes indignes 
dane robe de magistrat. Pour Je surplus, 
ume grande Mmajorité de magistrats- cons- 
ciencieux, aimant leur noble métier, qui 
sont restés en place sous Vichy parce quils © 


sort em méme temps indépendante du pou- 


_— et des age a ak acre § — a | 
de l’opinio 5 ssions Joc et des | 
pPUnON, os | bons républicains. 

ire indépendante | 
une magistrature de| 


influences politiques; mne magistrature ré- 
publicame, wne . 
et, cela va de 

qualité dont kes techniques judiciaires se- 
rent revisées pour étre mieux adaptées a 


notre €pogue et plus efficientes. 


étapes suivantes: création dune ection | 
générale de la magistrature, insti du | 


yage unique, réintégration, épurati 


nation d’éléments ) 
ties traditinmelles a uae 
ties t : 


: nee de la 


: magistratare réforme juditinive et réforme } 

de da procédure civile. | 1 iu 
Une ordomnance du 6 novembre 1944 ins-| 1 awn 4 Vencontre iS. 
| les cabinets d’instruction ou les parquets © 
; des sections spéciales, tel cet avocat gé-_ 


your rexaloriser ensemble aat.a ohé 

on | admirable, ane séatice a 
J ou, dans. 
| ques -neures. 


fituail une 


générale de 


ersonnel judiciaire. J%escompte 


mar 


vous 


las 
Ss . 
~~" or . is d , +t 
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place, au : 
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| morts. Parce gu’on l’oublie trap, j’ai le 
: i devoir de ke rappeler et de. rappeler aussi 

Pour atteindre ce triple but dans Te délai | 
Je plus bref, nous neous sommes tracé les} 


» te-t 
| Classement, recrutement d’avocats, €limi-| 
imaptes, revalorisation | 
age 

| 


1 ajoutent d'attres extrajudic 


ne pouvaient guére faire autrement, mais 
qui ont souffert de la honte du régime, 
qui sont restés de bons Francais et de 


Er. outre, beaucoup ont pris leur part, 
modeste ou glorieuse, dans la Résistance. 
La Résistance judiciaire a ses héros et ses 


_— a pris les formes les plus diverses’:: 
puis ¥e procureur de entras, aujour- 
wi 2 la téte du parquet de ‘Nimes, qui — 
faisait sauter les trains ‘pendant la nuit 
et réintégrait son cabinet le jour; depuis — 
Ae procureur de Troyes, aujourd’hui pro- 
eureur de ta Répilimique de ia Seine et 
commissaire du Gouvernement a la cour 
ae justice de la Seine, qui; pendant ia nuit, 
dirigeait kes opérations de parachutage et — 
qui, en outre, ouvrait les pertes de ses 
"2 ceux: qui sabotaient da — 
es patniotes dans - 


' 


néral d’Aix-en-Provence, 4 qui je dois per-— 
sonnellement la liberté et peut-étre la vie, — 
-avance, en wn scénario — 

e & thais clos complet. 
da clandestinité, je passais quel- 
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istrats que Ton décrie fant sont réclamés. | = 

4 ns toutes les administrations pour prési- | 
der des commissions. Dans chaque chef- [ 
lieu de région, quarante commissions al- 
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*} Que demande la nation francaise ? Exae-. 
-. |-tement ce qu’elle réclamait il y a six mois, 
& ‘Savoir une épuration rapide et éner- 
sigue... : 


Justice (suuife), | 


M. le président. Dix-sept -orateurs sont 


lant de pe sateen emt de triage 4 des com- 

missions: d’€puration professionnelle fonc- 

een ee la présidence d’un magis- 
a . _ , 


En outre, ils ne se contentent pas d’at- 
tendre, ce qui est leur role, les dossiers 


qui leur sont adressés par. la police, mais 


vont au-devant. Tels, a Paris, ces. trois 


‘Bet de Ja justice, .Je 


encore inscrits dans la discussion du bud- 
7 rie donc l’Assemblée 
e faire preuve de beaucoup de patience 
et. je demande aux orateurs -inserits d’étre 


aussi brefs que ‘possible. 
La parole est 4 M. Gillot. | 


- M. Auguste Gillot. Mesdames, messieurs, 


- En ce.qui concerne la rapidité, 1 ne suf- 


fit pas de fixer des délais. Comment pour- 
raient-ils étre respectés, 4 Paris par, exem- 
ple, ot, sur 6.500 affairés, la cour de jus- 


_ tice- n’en a encore jugé que 300? 


M. le garde des sceaux a déclaré a la 
commission dela justice du conseil. na- 


rigs Se bag de la "ge 7 ge qui, - nous venons Mancane Ris arde des he Ga sillisen ne catines sare: 4) 
anement, se sont mis a Ja disposition des |} sceaux nous présenter le bilan de la jus- woe . : 
autoritte adiiinistratives d facon des dates limites. Cependant, nous 


? $ pour en finir avec 
le triage des camps d’internement et no- 
tamment de Drancy. a5 i 


Je.vous le demande, est-il conforme a 
Péquité, est-il conforme: plus encore a I’in- 
térét général de n’apporter a leur endroit 
que des critiques; toujours faciles, alors 
que nous leur avons demandé une tache 
patriotique d’une importance, tant mate- 
rielie ‘que morale, exceptionnelle, que 
nous leur avons confié des responsabilités 
trés lourdes et que nous avons besoin 
d’utiliser & plein leurs aptitudes et. leurs 
jualités pour refaire une magistrature 
francaise, pour leur rendre coniiance en 
eux-mémes, les grandir aux yeux dela 
nation, restaurer leur indépendance et leur 
prestige ? 

C’est pourquoi, mesdames, messieurs, 
tout en accélérant l’épuration du person- 
nel judiciaire, je prépare la publication 
prochaine du livre d’or de la Résistance ju- 
diciaire et pourquoi, tout en accélérant au 
maximum la répression ‘des faits de. colla- 
boration, je mefforce de poser les pre- 
miéres pierres d’une réforme d’ensemble, 
qui rendra-a notre organisation judiciaire 
et & notre magistrature tout leur prestige 
au service de la République. (Applaudisse- 
mentsmsur divers bancs.) 


 M. le président. L’Assembiée -voudra, 
sans doute, suspendre sa séance pendant 
quelques instants, (Assentiment.) 


La séance est.suspendue; 


(La séance, suspendue a seize heures 
cinquante-cing minutes, est reprise a diz- 
sept heures trente-cing minutes.) 


M. le président. La séance est reprise. 


—W— 
DEPOT D’UNE DEMANDE D’AVIS 


M. le président. J’ai recu de M. le garde 
des sceaux, ministre de la justice, -une 
demande d’avis sur un projet d‘ordon- 
nance portant application de l’ordonnance 
du 12 novem 
actes de spoliation accomplis par l’ennemi 
Ou sous son contrd:e et édictant la resti- 
tution aux viclimes de ces actes, de ceux 
de leurs biens qui ont fait l’objet d’actes 
‘de disposition. 

La demande: d’avis sera imprimée sous 
le n® 314, distribude et, s’il n’y a. pas 
d’opposition, renvoyée a la commission de 
» da réforme 
-. {Assentiment.) , 


mbre 41943 sur la nullité des 


de ]’Etat et de législation. 


on désire 


-vons dire 


tice. Les-réactions diverses de nos collé- 
gues font penser que tout le monde, dans 
cette Assemblée, n’est pas tout a fait sa- 
lisfait. Le 5 décembre dernier, il en était 
déja ainsi et, cependant, nous a dit M. le 
givde des sceaux, nous aurions fait des 
critiques injustifiées! Aujourd’hui, nous 
ferons done en sorte de ne pas mériter ce 
reproche, en supposant qu’il lait été en 
decembre, 

Le-fond de la critique formulée en. dé- 
cembre sera, je crois, le méme qu’aujour- 
d hui. Il ne porte pas seulement sur des 
questions de délai, mais aussi et surtout 
sur lorientation de la justice en matiére 
de repression, a savoir; |’é¢puration, d’une 
part, et le chatiment des traitres, d’autre 

art, 

, M. le garde des sceaux s’est plaint en di- 
Sant: « Quand nous sommes arrivés en 
France, nous n’avions rien du tout, pas de 
dossier et méme pas de doctrine! » Nous 
aurions cru, tout de méme, qu’on aurait 
pu faire quelque chose a Alger: d’une part; 
en matiére de doctrine; Pauire part, en 
matiére de dossiers. 


Je me souviens, en effet, d’avoir en- 
tendu, assez souvent, 4 la radio de Londres 
en particulier, désigner nommément toute 
une série d’individus, des traitres au pays, 

u’il fallait arréter, et nous étions en droit 
le Supposer que .déja des dossiers étaient 
au moins constitués. 


Quant 4 la doctrine, je veux rappeler 
ici que M. le garde des sceaux disposait 
de celle que nous avons proposée dans la 
clandestinité et que je tiens toujours a sa 
disposition. Ill y a environ 16 pages, pres- 
que toutes, d’ailleurs,: pleines d’actualité. 


Certaines gens, dit-on, auraient intérét a 


faire trainer Vépuration et le chatiment 


des traitres. Or, ce n’est pas dans la Résis- 


-tanee ou dans le peuple, en général, qu’on 


peut trouver des éléments pour freiner le 
chatiment des traitres. Bien au contraire, 
que les sanctions soient prises 
Je plus rapidement possible. Ce n’est pas 


davantage. dans ces-milieux gu’on oublie 
les magistrats et les avocats qui se sont 
bien conduits pendant la période d’occu- 
pation, Nous leur rendons hommage. Nous 


gardons, en particulier;~dans notre meé- 
moire, le souvenir du substitut Parodi, as- 


sassiné par Yennemi. (Applaudissements), . 


des avocats Pitard, Hadge, Rolmikas, Nor- 
man. (Nouveaux applaudissements.) Cha- 
cun sait la part de sang 
par les hommes de la magistrature fran- 
caise et du barreau. A cet égard, nous pou- 
qu’ils ont réhabilité la miagis- 
trature, (Vifs applaudissements.) es 
Ce n'est pas parte qu’il y a encore dans 


la magistrature des hommes dont certains 
seraiént mieux en prison que dans leurs 


| fonctions que nous pouvons oublier un }. uerTe 
i seul Tas int Jes hi ie 8 ia magistrature | rigé 
|. Lthonneur de la France est en jeu, a dit” 


* 
d 
- 
* 


versé em France 


avions demandé une mise au point offi- 
clelle qui efit été de nature 4 rassurer 
l’opinion Sur ce point.. Bien que promise, 
elle n'est pas encore faite et, a notre avis, 
elle s’impose. at 


Pour que l|’épuration soit rapide, il faut 


€galement donner a la justice une impul- 


Sion énergique et lui permettre de fonc- 
tonner 4 un rythme de. guerre. (Trés 
bien! trés bien!) Il faudrait, “pour cela, 
liquider l’esprit de Vichy, vaincre la rou- 
tine et la bureaucratie paralysante, faire 
avancer des magistrats jeunes issus de 
la Résistance, Est-cela que ]’on fait ? Bien 
des exemples permettent d’en douter. Les 
résultats de beaucoup les plus remarqua- 
bles avaient été obtenus dans le ressort de 
la cour W’Aix: 625 affaires jugées au 
{= janvier, soit un sixiéme_des affaires 
jugées dans la France entiére. A-t-on féli- 
cité les juges qui ont donné cet exemple ? 
On les a déplacés... 


M. André Marquis. Voila des actes! 


M. Auguste Gillot. ...en les écartant de 
tout poste de direction. Le premier preé- 
Sident, qui avait été pourchassé par la Ges- 
tapo, a été rétrogradé comme conseiller a. 
la cour de Paris. Le procureur général, ai: 
avait organisé la résistance en zone sud, 
a été rétrogradé comme substitut du pro- 
cureur géneral 4 Paris. (Exclamations.) Le 
prétexte de dissensions locales, méme sil 
avait été fondé, ne justifiait pas, 4 nos 
yeux, une disgrace, et avant qu’elle soit 
complétement effacée, il faut dire ici 
que le procureur général a démissionné de 
la magistrature. On-reprend l’affaire. C’est 
heureux pour la justice, mais il fallait-sou- 
ligner le fait ici. 

De quel avancement ont bénéficié les 
magistrats qui ont pris une part a Ja lutte 
armée ? Voici quelques exemples. 


M. Brunel, juge d’instruction. 4 Brioude, 
interné pour son action de résistance, -de- 
venu combattant F. F.-I., cité a J’ordre du 
corps d’armée le 20 septembre, a demandé 
sa réintégration dans la magistrature. ‘Le — 
41 décembre, il n’avait pas encore reeu de 
réponse, Exclamations } : 


M. Jacques Debd-Bridel. C’est inoui, 
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vote son goers de président du tribunal de 


. Pentivy. nous dit méme qu’il est ae 
tion de le déplacer, ainsi que M. Guedon 
et M. Battaglini. On manque de magistrats, | 

- a dit M. le garde des sceaux, mais il faut 

des mois pour réintégrer ceux qui avaient 

été chassés par Vichy. Des avocats ayant 
posé.leur candidatures en septembre ‘et en 
octobre ne sont pas encore nomfnés, ou 
ont été avec des mois de retail, et les 
~ 60 postes de juge d’instruction et de com- 
missaire du Gouvernement demandés en 
septembre comme indispensables au fonc- 
tionnement de la cour- de justice de la 
seine n’ont été créés que le 28 novembre, 
— deux mois et demi plus tard. 


On s’étonne mains d’un tel freinage, lors 
qu'on sait que la rénovation de l’admi- 
nistralion centrale n’a pas été entreprise. 
A Vexclusion du directeur, les magistrats 
qui préparatent les mouvements du_per- 
sonnel sous Alibert, Barthélémy et Ga- 
bolde préparent aujourd’hui, a leur ma- 
niére, les mouvements-de la Résistance. 
(Exclamations.) 


M. Marrane. C’est un scandalc! 


M. Auguste Gillot. Ceux de leurs colié- 
gues qui avaient servi docilement Vichy 
et participé a la répression continuent 
d’avancer, tandis qu’on déclare que c’en 
est fini des promotions pour services de 
résistance. Et l'on prétend aujourd’hui 
faire reviser par une commission de re- 
classement, composée en majorité de ma- 
gistrats de la cour de cassation, les avan- 
eements exceptionne!ls accordés au titre 
de la Résistance. 3 

Quant a l’épuration de 1a magistrature, 
elle dépend des mémes services de la 
Chancellerie qui n’ont pas été épurés eux- 
memes. Si Ja commission est composée 
en majorité de membres de la Résistance, 
elle ne peut statuer que sur les piéces 
transmises par ces services. Or, les rap- 
ports, les circulaires, les dossiers adminis- 
tratifs, ceux des sections spéciales ne lui 
sont pas communiqués, si bien que’ les 
membres de la Résistance ont dd, par une 
lettre au garde des sceaux, décliner toute 
responsabilité dans l’ceuvre d’épuration. 


{i faudrait done, en premier lieu, procé- 
der a des changements dans Je personnel et 
dans les méthodes en usage a 1|’adminis- 
tration centrale. 


M. Didier, le seul magistrat qui ait re- 
fusé I® serment a Pétain; nommé direc- 
teur du personnel par la Rés'stance, n’est 
jamais entré en fonctions. Son successeur, 
jusqu’a ce jour, ne semble pas avoir ap- 
porté. un esprit nouveau, Pour marquer 
dans les faits que ]’on est décidé 4 rompre 
avec l’esprit de Vichy, il , conviendrait 
d’écarter d’abord ceux qui ont pris une 
part active aux juridictions spéciales. 


Comment le pays croirait-il qu'une telle~ 


volonté existe tant que Je directeur du 
cabinet de M. le garde des sceaux esl 
cé Magistrat qui a accepté détre afferté 
‘aux sections spéciales et de poursuivre des 
patriotes dont nous ne savons aujourd’hui 
s‘ils sont déportés ou morts ? 


M. Robert-Pimienta. C’est un paradoxe 
inimaginable. 


M. André Marty. C’est un défi aA la 
France. aR 


_M. Auguste Gillot:' Nous regrettons 
@’avoir & poser de nouveau cette ques- 


tion. , pas 
magistrat n’aura pas établi 


* Tant ) 
detant d’épuration la 


’ 


e ce 
i. fommission 


+4 o 


uisard,.a purement ct ‘simplement re- } 


-sceaux, qui laisse ainsi supposer 


— 
-_ 


patriotes, nous est!mons que sa place n’est 
pas 4 la direction du cabinet og 
ui’ n’y 
4 pas en France On seul magistrat inatta- 
quable. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 


M. Gaston Monmousseau. C’est lui le 
garde des sceaux, 


. 


M. Auguste Gillot. Notre premiére con- 
clusion sera donc: pas de bonne et rapide 
justice sans une magistrature rajeunie, re 
qui suppose que les hommes chargés ae 
Pépuration soient eux-mémes absolument 
inaltaquables. ) 

Il ne s’agit pas de décimer ‘a magistra- 
ture par une épuration quantilative mais, 
au contraire, de la rallier tout entiére a 
la République en donnant, en haut, |’im- 
pulsion et l’exemple. Sinon, Il’esprit. vi- 
chyssois, qui n’a pas encore disparu,; re- 
fleurira de plus eile; sinon, on verra ies 
magistrats chargés de réintégrer les spo- 
liés et les résistants dans leurs logements, 
les débouter systématiquement, a4 l’exem- 
7y de ce juge au tribunal de la Seine, 
M. Barbarin, qui n’a pas craint de faire 
état dans une ordonnance de la « nativ- 
nalité juive » du demandeur; sinon, on 
verra les gros collaborateurs mis en li- 
berté lun aprés-_]’autre par des juges d’ins- 
truction comme M. Bonhoure, qui relache 
les membres du conseil d’administration 
d’Air-France, coupables d’avoir livré 4 
Vennemi notre flotte aérienne de _ trans- 
port; comme M. Frappier, qui relache lies 
dirigeants de la S. E. M. B. A., coupables 
d’avoir construit pour l’ennemi des for- 
tifications, des terrains d’aviation et des 
autostrades, | : 


Eliminer les magistrats qui persistent 
dans leurs tendances vichyssoises, encou- 
rager les nombreux magistrats conscients 
de l’importance de leur mission au ser- 
vice du pays, telles sont les premieres 
conditions d’une épuration énergique. 

Pour ce qui est de la politique répres- 
sive de notre ministére, chacun 6’accorde 
4 dire gu’une des principales conditions 
d’une bonne justice est de frapper les 
grands coupables qui sont, avant tout, les 
hommes des trusis. 

Ce sont les trusts qui ont encouragé ou 
couvert les agissements de la cinquieme 
colonne, avant-garde de Hitter dans notre 
pays. Ce sont les trusts qui ont tiré les 
principaux profits de la collaboration. Des 
cours de justice condamnent justement 
les traitres du P. P. F., les mhiciens en- 
gagés 4 la L. V. F.; mais Doriot a été ins- 
piré, subventionné et dirigé par la banque 
du P. P. F. qui a un nom: la banque 
Worms. Mais Darnand et sa cagoule. ont 
été inspirés, subventionnés et dirigés par 
les magnats du caoutchouc, de la métal- 
lurgie et des assurances. 

La croisade contre le holchevisme, 
c’était la guerre sainte préchée par les 
trusts. Les cours de justice condamnent 
4 bon droit les traitres de plume comme 
Béraud, Stéphane Lauzanne, Maurras; mals 
qui payait journaux et journalistes, sinon 


Pucheu, les Leroy-Ladurie, les Barnaud, 


les Bichelonne, qui sont-ils, sinon les hom- 
mes et les employés des trusts ? 


A propos de Prouvost, je répéte ce que 
nous avons déja dit ici le 5 décembre: 


quoi on ne l’a pas arrété. Il était pourtant 
‘écrit dans deux lettres du ministére de la 
guerre .qu’on se plaignait que le garde des 
-sceaux n’eQt pas ajouté le nom de Prou- 


preuve qu’il n’a jamais requis contre des . 


~*~ 4. _ 
; * ; 


ration, que 
tion économique n’est encore vente de- 
vant une cour de justice, Pourtant, ces af- 


| 
faires ne sont pas toutes compliquées. 


_ 


r 


les trusts ? Et les ministres de Vichy, les 


les Baudouin, les Bouthillier, les Prouvost, | 


/nous n’avons toujours pas compris pour- 


-chemins de fer 


vost dans une liste’ qui tui avait été com- 
muniquée.. ae : 


. NOUS. CONSIALONS, SLX MVUIS Uprus 1a LuweE- 


s. une affaire 


e collabora- S\ BE 


Il n’est pas besoin d’une longue enquéte 


pour établir l’exXistence dés accords pass¢s 

en vue de renforcer la capacité militaire de 

’ennemi, pour apporter 4a l’envahisseur 

un concours direct et délibéré sur le ter- 

rain financier, industriel ou commercial: 

commission intereuropéenne de |’automo- 

j bile avec Peugeot, Hotchkiss, Saurer-Latil 

et Unic, Laffly, Delahaye, la Licorne; cons- ~ 
titution du groupement Francolor 
rindustrie chimique; accords de réassu- 
rance négociés avec le secrétaire de La- 
val, M. Guérard, président du comité d’»r- 
ganisation des assurances; cession des li- 
tres de la Norvégienne de |’azote par -a 
Banque de Paris, des mines de Bor par 1a 
Banque Mirabaud, de Skoda et des usines 
d’armement de Haute-Silésie polonaise par 
union européenne de Schneider et cor- 
sorts; cession de la bauxite et de |’alumi- 
nium par Péchiney et le Crédit Lyonnats; 
de la soude par Solvay; des cuirs par ia 
R.6.G.E.S. du sieur Rilbes; accords du trust 
de la soie artificielle de la famille Gilet 
avec le trust allemand; ‘Tran 
allemand de l’énergie avec participation 
des sociétés franecaises d’électricité au ca- 
pital de 120 milliards de francs; conven- 


pour 


congrés franco- 


tions souscrites pour le verre, la cérami- 


que, le cinéma, l’industrie du fro:d. 


Les dirigeants de ces trusts sont-ils en 


prison? La plupart ne sont méme pas 


poursuivis.ou ont été mis en liberte pro- 
visoire. 

Il y a dans la politique du garde des 
sceaux deux poids ct deux mesures. Il 
n’est d’ailleurs pas trés aisé de suivre la 
ligne répressive du garde des sceaux; 
qu’on en juge par ces quelques exemples. 

Vingt témoins ont entendu M. Boyer, 
résident du conseil d’administration: de 
a société Hotchkiss, déclarer le 4 ee 
1941: « Je suis fier d’avoir sorli le pre- 
mier char pour l’occupant. » Leurs déposi- 
tions sont au dossier de la cour de jus- 
tice, mais M. Boyer est toujours en liberté. 
Il est vieux, sans doute, mais le président 
du comité de libération du Perray, M. Ri- 
card, a bien- été jeté en prison a 65 ans, 
parce que ses subordo@més avaient pro- 
cédé a l’arrestation sans mandat-d’un col- 
laborateur. Seulement, M. Ricard, lui, est 
un honnéte homme, c’est un patriote, il 
n’a pas falbriqué des chars pour massacrer 
les soldats alliés, les vieillards, les fem- 
mes ef les enfants de notre pays. : 


Duchemin, qui préside Francolor, au- ca- 
pital de 800 millions, société dont 1’Alle- 
magne détient 51 p. 100 des actions et qui 
travaille exclusivement pour la guerre, a 
été mis en liberté, mais le patriote Ro- 
land, pére de troi; enfants, coupable 
d’avoir participé a Vinsurrection _ pari- 
sienne et d’avoir, Je 20 aod, sur l’ordre de 
son chef, exécuté un traitre, est en pri- 
son, sous mandat d’arrét de M. Glorian, 
ancien jJuge aux sections spéciales. (Vives 
exclamations.) 


f. 


_M. Robert-Pimienta. C’est la justice répu- 
licaine! eh . 


M. le président. L’orateur n’a besoin de 
l'aide de personne, Veuillez ne pas |’inter- 
Trompre | » : ; 


.. M, Auguste Gillot. Le Besnerais et Tuja 


dont M, Monmousseau a bien voulu nous 
rappeler le cas dang la séance de jeudi der- 
nier, dirigeants de la Société nationale des — 
incedis, -demandaient .a 


}Teurs directeurs d’exploitation de dénoncer 
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les patriotes et ils écrivaient, A la daté du 


48 octobre 1942, parlant de cheminots ré- 
fractaires 4 la « reléve »: « Nous avons 
demandé quatorze arrestations nouvelles! » 
et ces deux hommes sont encore en li- 
berté! Mais quatre jeunes patriotes de 
Dammiarie-lés-Lys, tous quatre soutiens de 
famille, coupables d’avoir exécuté, le 5 sep- 
tembre 1944, un commissaire ~de police 
responsable de plusieurs déportations, sont 
en prison depuis le 14 septembre, depuis 
plus de cing mois. 

L’un des Miraband est arrété, mais les 
autres, propriétaires et administrateurs 
félons, les escrocs de la banque Mirabaud 
et des mines de-Bor, mais Marcel Champin 
et d’autres magnats de la métallurgie sont 
libres. 


Par contre, le jeune Roger Comle, cou- 
pabie d’avoir recu une paire de draps, un 
pyjama et une paire de chaussures pris 
chez un coliaborateur pendant l’insurrec- 
tion, est en prison, malgré sa mauvaise 
santé, sous mandat du juge d’instruction 
Devise, fils de cet autre Deviee qui fit guil- 
lotiner les premiers patriotes franca‘s. 


Worms, le banguier qui a subventionné 
je P. P. F. et fait de quatre de ses em- 
ioyés, dont Pucheu. des ministres de 
étain, a été mis en liberté provisoire. Le 
dossier serait insuffisant! Mais quatre F.F.I. 
sont au Cherche-Midi depuis quatre mols 
our avoir exécuté, en pleine insurrection, 
e maire de Tessancourt qui avait dénoncé 
et fait fusiller son compatriote M. Botelle. 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Il méritait la mort! 


M. Auguste Gilfot. Et le fils du fusillé est 
en prison avec eux, parce qu’il a vengé 
eon pcre! 

On essaie de salir ces patriotes en les 


impliquant dans une affaire de vol, sans | 


lg moindre preuve. On agit em ce moment 
comme si un ordre mystérieux était donné 
de calomnier tous ceux qui lutttrent les 
armes Ala main contre l’ennemi. (Vi/s ap- 
plaudissements.) 


M. Jacques Duclos. C’est la revanche de 
Ja trabison. 


M. Auguste 


_ 


ee Mes chers coliégues, 


- dans le cas que je viens de vous signaler, 


‘ cia, le 


je vous assure que l’insuffisance du dos- , 


sief n’a pas incité le juse militaire & 
mettre les quatre F. F. 1. en liberté pro- 
visoire. L’un d@’eux s’est évadé pour s’en 
gager dans l’armée; il a éfé pris. Mails on 


le pourrisseur de la presse, ni de Carbuc- 
patron de ; 
dise, dans les.milieux de police, que leurs 
— seraient des secrets de Polichi- 
neltfe. | 


M. Maurie Kaouza. C’est inexact. 


fondé de voir de. Renault, qui avait 
hit aussi, bénéficié d’une mise en liberté 
provisoire pour certains faits; a fini par 
S’évader sans plus donner signe de vie. | 
Mais le nommé Robert Drézet, dit Du- | 
mont, condamné en 1939 pour propos dits 
défaitistes, est arrété le 14 février 1945. On 


e 


~ vient @’ ndre qu’il était enfin relAché, | 
Mais c tar aul Tat 


-- Volei ce qu’on lit, & ce propos, dans un | 
_ document pall en vue Poblenic la Hoe. 
ration de ¢e resistant: 


5 


: a fdit arréter est-il  in- | 
quiété ? igri 


: 
«Le £8 février, Dumont était arrété bru- 
talement & la porte de-son domicile alors 
qu’il achetait un journal, et cela pour 
« terminer sa peine », Il fut trainé au com- 


‘ 

‘ 

n’arréte ni Prouvost, le magnat du suere, | 
| 

bien que l’on . 

‘ 


) | | 
M. Auguste Gillot. Et de Peyrecave, le : 


: 
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tion de 


‘vient d’exercer contre les trattres 


missariat de police comme un bandit de 
droit commun. cfs 

« Sa femme, voulant obtenir des nou- 
velles, fut mise 4 la porte du poste de 
police et insultée par le brigadier de ser- 
vice. Sa secrétaire, venue chercher ia clé | 
a2 son bureau hoy» continuer le travail | 
quotidien, a été également insuitée ct. 
poussée avec brutalité hors du poste, tan- ; 
dis que ie brigadier se permettait des. 
commentaires déplacés sur M. Dumont, , 


disant notamment que c’était un antifran- , 


cals. » | 


Or, c’est un homme qui s’occupe du. 
ravitaillement et qui a tout ’hommage et 
toute la confiance des camarades qui tra- . 
vaillent avec lui. | 


Ce paralléle pourrait, hélas! étre pour- , 
suivi longtemps. M. Robert Petit, de Mai- | 
sons-Alfort, m’envoie cet avertissement : 
qu'il a recu de la préfecture de police: + 


« Vous étes invité 4 vous présenter d’ur- | 
gence au Service des mandats pour I|’exé- ° 
cution d’un jugement du tribunal correc- 
tionnel, quaiorziéme chambre, en date du 
2 mai 1941, pour non déciaration d’arme, 
qui vous condamne a. payer immédiate- 
ment Ja somme de 1.376 fr. 20 ou & subir 
la contrainte par corps, fixée a4 trente ! 
jours. » 


M. André Marty. Signé: De Menthon. | 


MM, Robert-Pimienta. Ce n’est pas excep- . 
tionnel, 


,M,. André Marty. Il y a des milliers de cas 
semblables. | 


M. Auguste Gillot. Tl est malheureuse- 
ment vrai que ce n’est pes ne cas excep- 
tionnel: c’est.ce qui est le plus inquiétant. 

La conclusion qui se dégage de ces faits 
est que la section économique de la cour 
de justice pourrait faire preuve de plus | 
d’initiative et d’énergie quand il s’agit de 
poursuivre des criminels et que les par- 
quets et les juges d’instruction de droit 
commun devraient étre moins ardents a 
arréter les militants de la Résistance. 


_—" 
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M. Gasten Monmousseau. Voulez-vous 
me permettre de vous interrompre ? , 


M. Auguste Gillot. Volontiers. 


M. fe président. La parole est A M. Mon- 
mousseau, avec l’autorisation de ]’orateur. 


‘M. Gaston Monmousseau. A la fin’ du 
mois de septembre, M. Creyssel était ar- 


j rété 4 Monaco. Je l’ai vu moi-méme & Nice. 


; 
pen aprés son arrestation. J’ai appris qu’il | 
avait été transféré & Paris. .Qu’est-il de-_ 
venu ? Quand le jugera-t-on ? . 

M. Cre oe était ministre de V’informa- 

ichy. | 


M. Georges Cogniet. Et Carcopino 2? | 


M, André Marty. En ies 8 Carcopino : 
serait fusillé. En France, il est libéré. ) 


M. Auguste Gilfot. A ropes des arresta- 
tions de militants de la Résistance, je vou- 
drais abs 0 une circulaire trés inquié- | 
tante, en date du 26 janvier 1945, émanant 
de M. le garde des sceaux. | ) 

Hier matin, 4 la commission du Conseil | 
national de fa Résistance, news en avons 
discuté. Personne n’a 614 convaincu que 
cette circulaire visait exclusivement || 
faits concernant la ession. qu’il ¢con- 


Dans la premitre partie de cette cireu- | Wenme ici une réponse. 
) oii Fi ee She sites G ] cette orientation comme | re 
laire, nous lisons: . | le délai lai fixé a i’épuration et an nt 


« Les circonstances dans lesqueltes s’est 


a 


tis d’assurer immédiatement 
Zan! nals le respect de ie légalité ré- 
publicaine. Al cours des premitres ai- 
hes qui ont suivi le. retrait. de l’envahis- 


“=. Die ne 4" 


—_— 


“et en 


seur, des juridictions se sont constituées 


dans des conditions irrégulitres. des arres- 
tations et des détentions arbitraires se sont 
arpa des exécutions sommaires ont 
eu lieu. . 


« Maintenant que des disposilions légis- 
latives ont réglementé la répression des 
ser de collaboralion, que ces dispositions 
son 
dans tous-les départements les organismes 
qu’elles prévoient, il convient, non seule- 
ment de veiller 4 ce gue désormais la lé- 
galilé soit scrupuleusement respectée, 
mais aussi de repiacer dans le cadre juri- 
dique fies situations de fait qui avaient pu 
> _—- au cours de la ptriode précé- 

ente. ». 


“Pour nous, et c’est ce que nous avons 
dit hier matin a M. le garde des sceaux, cet 
extrait ne préte pas a confusion, il remet 
en cause toutes les actions accomplies par 
la Résistance avant, pendant et aprés | in- 
surrection. Sinon, nous ne comprendrions 
pas peurquoi M. le garde des sceaux n’a 
pas pris le soin de préciser des dates. 

Plus loin, nous lisons: 


« Yous voudrez bien, d’auire part, in- 
viter vos substliluts a rechercher les res- 
ponsabilités en cause pour toute arresta- 
lion ou détention irréguliére parveiiue a 
leur connaissance et a requérir au besoin 
ouverture d’informations judiciaires... » 


Ainsi, au moment oti M. le garde des 
sceaux déclare ici qu’il manque de person- 
nel pour faire ’épuration et poursuivre 
les traitres, il demande aux subsiituts de 


} requérir des informations judiciaires con- 


tre ies hommes de la Résistance. 
Poursuivens notre lecture: 


« Si des individus avaient... » — je 
souligne: « avaient »; c’est bien du passé 
— « ..,.€n mains les preuves de }’activité 
antinationale de certains de leurs eonci- 
toyens, loin d’avoir le droit de se substi- 
tuer & l’autorilé. de fait en exécutant les 
coupables, la Joi leur faisait un devoir de 
communiquer Jes renseignements détenus 
par eax aux autorités milifaires, adminis- 
tratives ou judiciaires, 


présumé conpable était détenu, s'il a été 
jugé, s’il a été condamné, fil-ce a la peine 
de mort, sa vie était encore protégée par 
la loi et c’est méconnaitre gravement le 
respect df & celle-ci que de procéder 4 une 
exécotion gui, intervenant dans des condi- 
tions illégales, constitue un meurtre~», 


. Iei, nous croyons devyoir dire que M, le 
arde des sceaux estime sans doute que 
Paffaire de Maubeuge n’est pas assez dou- 
loureuse en ell me, 


Terminons avec ce passage: 


« Dans toutes les affaires de ceite nature 
qui sont déja venues ou qui viendraient 4 
ia connaissance de vos substituts, qu'il 
s’agisse du meurtre de personnes. placées 
Ou non sous mains de justice; je vous prie 
de bien vouloir faire précéder 4 une en- 
quéte, requérir — 4 moins que Fautorité 
militaire compétente ne lait fait —.J’ou- 
verture d’une information qu’il conviendra 
de suivre avec la plus grande énergie... ». 


“Yous reconnaitrez, sans doute, monsieur 


ur qu’elle 
eonsidfrons 


s traitres, nous en sommes & nous de- 


réalisée la libération du territoire n’ont pas 


tout connues et que fonclionnent . 


« Si la justice était déja saisie et si le 


sellbegrenent im ortante pour" — 


mander $i votre politique ne ‘vise pas a 


yur, 
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un arrét des poursuites contre.ceux qui 


lont trahi la patrie et au début d’une ac- 
tion générale contre ceux: qui l’ont libérée. 
(Vifs applaudissements sur divers bancs.) 
: Tl est impossible que cette circulaire ne 
soit pas rapportée. - 

' Qu’on veuille bien y réfléchir: si, dés 
Yinsurrection nationale, les. organes de la 
légalité nouvelle, forgée par la nation dans 
son combat libérateur, n’avaient pas pris 
l’initiative d’appréhender et de chatier les 
draitres, ol en serions-nous ? : 


On semble avoir oublié que le peuple 
de France a pris au sérieux l’idée expri- 
mée par le général de Gaulle disant que 
l’insurrection nationale était inséparable 
de la- libération nationale. 


Déja, les conspirateurs, trop souvent im- 
punis, relévert la téte et se croient permis 
de défiér la justice. Et c’est le moment que 
M. le ministre choisit non pas pour dire 
qu’il lui appartient désormais de prendre 
en main la répression, ce qui serait nor- 
mal, mais pour désavouer les initiatives 
de la Résistance, pour appeler 1|’énergie 
et les diligences de ses parquets, dont tous 
ne sont pas épurés, contre qui? contre 
les tribunaux de la Résistance, pour faire 
qualifier de meurtres les exécutions des 
€nnemis de la patrie. 


En vérité, on croit réver. La nation 
en est & se demanmder sur _ quelles 
forces le ministre compte s’appuyer..: Alors 
que les informations sont si lentes, que 
pas un des chefs de trust qui ont pactisé 
avec l’ennemi n’a comparu devant la cour 
de justice de la Seine, et alors qu’il in- 
voque comme excuse l’insuffisance numé- 
rique de ses magistrats et des inspecteurs 
de la police judiciaire, c’est contre les 
forces libératrices qui ont sauvé la France 
que M. le garde des sceaux bat le rappel de 
ses parquets. Est-ce la colére ou le décou- 
ragement qu’i] veut-provoquer ? Ou _ bierr 
V’ennemi qu’il veut encourager ? (Excla- 
mations sur divers bancs.) 


- Telles sont les questions auxquelles j’es- 
time qu’il serait nécessaire de donner des 
reponses précises. ? 


M. Marcel Poimboeuf. Nous sommes en 
ae dans un pays de liberté, monsieur 
illot. 


M. Auguste Gillot. Il y a en France un 
complot contre-les institutions de la Répu- 
blique. Il y-a un complot de la cinqui¢éme 
colonne et, quand on ne chatie pas. les 
traitres, on apporte une aide a ce complot. 
(Anplaudissements.) — 


- Nous attendons les explications de M. le 


garde.Ces sceaux sur ce. point, 


Tl convient d’apporter toutes précisions 
utiles sur Ja facon dont il est possible de 


faire concorder les termes de la circulaire 
du 26 janvier 1945 et l’afticle i** de l’or-- 


donnance du 6 juillet 1943, qui stipule:. 


' « Sont déclarés légitimes tous actes ac- 
complis postérieurement au 10 juin 1940 
dans te but de seryir la cause de la Jibé- 


- @onnance. a0) permet la revision de toutes 
» 2ondamna 


‘el 


: 


ent 


— 


| 


mande la revision du jugement du tribu- 


pour avoir partictpé le 31 mai 1942 4 une- 
association de maHaiteurs et aidé au pil- 


-garde des scéaux, observer que les juges: 
-@e 1945 n’ont mémé pas pris la 


- 


« Considérant que Grelot (Jean) de- | 


nal d’Etat siégeant 4 Paris le 25 juin 1942 
i a condamné son fils Grelot (Pierre) 
la peine des travaux forcés 4 perpétuité 


= 


lage en bande et a force ouverte, en temps 
de guerre, d’un établissement alimentaire 
de aris; ) 

« Considérant que, sans doute, Grelot 
était membre d’un gr@upement dit « Front 
natiqnal », mais qu’il ne résulte pas des 
circonstances de la cause que les faits in- 
criminés -se rapportent exclusivement aux 
charges prévues par l'article 2, alinéa 1", 
de Vordonnance du 6 juillet 1943; qu'il 
n’y a done pas lieu a revision, rejette.., » 


Mme Péri. Monsieur Gillot, voulez-vous 
me permettre de donner quelques préci- 
sions ? 


M. Auguste Gillot.. Volontiers. 


M. le président. La parole est 4 Mine 
Péri, avec la permission de l’orateur, 


Mme Péri. M. Gillot vient de démontrer 
que l’épuration et la réorganisation r¢epu- 
blicaine de l’appareil judiciaire n’étaient 

as assez poussées et n’offraient pas aux 
Francais toutes garanties de justice. 

Je me permets de citer un fait qui, dans 
sa brutalité, illustre une sorte de conti- 
nuité dans le fonctionnement des tribu- 
naux de Vichy. Il s’agit du procés concer- 
nant l’affaire de la rue de Buci, du 
31 mai 1942. 

Les Parisiens se souviennent de Made- 
leine Marsin, qui distribua courageuse- 
ment aA des ménagéres des denrées stoc- 
kées dans un magasin de la rue de Buci. 
Les jeunes étudiants Lucien Legros, Pierre 
Benoit, Jean Artusse et Pierre Grelot pro- 
tégeaient les ménagéres afin de les sous- 
traire A la Gestapo et 4 la milice de Vichy. 

Le 25 juin 1942, le tribunal d’Etat, preé- 
sidé par le trop célébre Devise, a rendu 
contre les participants a cette action, 
parmi lesquels les quatre étudiants dont 
j'ai cité les noms, un jugement condam- 
nant trois d’entre eux aux travaux forcés 
& perpétuité et le dernier, Pierre Benoit, a 
mort par. contumace. Ces jeunes gens 
furent ensuite livrés aux autorités alle- 
mandes et fusillés aprés plusieurs mois de 
tortures. 

Quel crime -avaient-ils donc commis? 
Lutter contre le plan, hit.crien d’extermi- 
nation de la race francaise par la sous- 
a.imentation: 

Par - application de J’ordonnance du 
6 juillet 1943, ike prévoit une revision des 
jugements rendus sous l’occupation a l’en- 


contre des résistants, les familles ont- 


demandé ta revision du jugement du tri- 
bunal d’Etat. 


-insuffisant ». Les juges de 1945 approuvent 
‘le jugement de 1942, rendu par Devise, 
jugeant au service de l’ennemi, contre les 
conn patriotes dont le seul crime fut de 
utter pour la libération de la France. 


Cependant, le général de Gaulle glorifia 
te geste de-ces victimes de I’affaire de la 
rue de Buci. La radio, 1a presse franeaise 
et celle des pays alliés ont rendu* hom- 
mage 4 ces jeunes martyrs de la foi natio- 
nale, Mais il n’en ‘reste pas moins qu’une 
odieuse, condamnation par Jes juges de 
gti 1942 est confirmée par lea juges 
e 1945. 


Est-ce que ces juges sont restés les 
mémes ? Dans ce cas, il faut les remplacer 
et ouvrir contre eux une instruetion pour 
s'étre mis au service de l’ennemi, ‘Applau- 
dissements.) 


Est-ce qu’ils ont été changés ? Dans ce 
cas, vous avez remplacé des vichyssistes 
par d’autres vichyssistes, et leur inculpa- 
tion immédiate, pour trahison, s’impose. 


_ Cette observation, monsieur le ministre, 
je la porte 4 votre connaissance au nom 
de l’association des familles de fusillés et 
de massacrés, Celle-ci voudrait avoir la 


Vichy sont écartés, et résolument, de toute 
notre administration judiciaire; ce serait 
pure justice. (Vi/s applaudissements.) 


M. Auguste Gillot. La précision apportée 
par Mme Péri vient-tout simplement con- 
firmer notre affirmation, 4 savoir qu’il est 
grand temps que soit définie, d’une facon 


garde des sceaux entend mener. 


Je ne voudrais pas, cependant, laisser 
Supposer un instant que- nous sommes 
contre toutes ses circulaires. Quand l’une 
d’elles ne nous convient pas, nous la dé- 
noncons. Mais, si M. le garde des sceaux 
adresse & ses services une circulaire rap- 
pelant que les dirigeants des trusts’ doivent 
étre poursuivis avec énergie et sans fai- 
‘blesse, nous estimons que c’est la chose 
fort appréciable. 


Il ne-serait pas inutile de rappeler aussi 
que les recommandations, d’ou qu’elles 
viennent, doivent rester lettre morte. N’a- 
t-on pas vu les plus pressantes interven- 
tions se produire en faveur d’un repris 
de justice, nommé Gartner, qui a gagné 
des centaines de millions en participant 
aux travaux du*mur de |’Atlantique ? 


On trouve, dans un grand nombre de 
dossiers de gros trafiquants, d’entrepre- 
neurs de travaux publics, des attestations 
établissant qu’ils ont transmis des. rensei- 
gnements, participé a des parachutages, 
etc., etc. Loin de servir en“vue d’une mise 
en liberté, ces documents, comme du reste 
les certificats dé réquisitions allemandes, 
devraient faire l’objet d’enquétes les plus 
poussées. aaa ae 


Certaines de ces pices, d‘ailleurs, sont 
.fausses; d’autres sont achetées a prix 


L’une des familles vient d’étre informé@y d’or; enfin, la réquisition allemande ne 


qu’i! n’y avait-pas lieu 4 revision. (Ercla- 
mations.) : 


; M. Jacques Deb4-Bride!. C’est un scan- 
da-e. , ‘ 


Mme Péri, -Vous devez, monsieur le. 
eine” 


@’examiner le dossier, ainsi que M. Ruel-- 
lan,. substitut, l’a confessé au représentant 


le l'association des families de fusiliés et. 
‘de massacrés,~ M. Legros, don | je fils est 


Yun des fusillés;- 


~peut servir 4 justifier le zéle de -certains 
chefs d'entreprise. 


_ Mais il ne suffit pas de mettre-en prison ; 
it faut également juger. Tandis que de bien 
petits coupables. comparaissent parfois de- 


que ni. Bussiére, ni Bouttet, ni David,’ ni 
Devise, ni Benon ne. sont pas peers 2 S. 
éra 


On ne sait pas .encore,:& Vheure actu 
si des ambassadeurs tels. Bergery,: Bér 

elc,, sont susceptibles. d’étre \poursuivis. 
Par. contre, voyons ce qui se passe dans 


. ¢ ¢ 


hag | aa -Jnos campagnes.. * — i . 
~~ M. Je substitut a trouvé comme seule 14 soit: | 
excuse que «le court délai de trois mois 


République frangaise,. 


—— 


imparti pour l’examen des dossiers était { sans condamnés par Vichy, 


ent 1 k ” - ~ 


Ng 


certitude que l’esprit et les hommes de . 


claire, la politique répressive que M. le © 


vant les ‘cours de justice, chacun constate. 
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vraient | 
et de Pétail 
sees 


demander aux pene de refuser de 
telies iivraisons. Les micros; de Londves: et 
d’ Alger em ont fait amtant, ef les hommes 
les plus autforisés du Gouvernement prt- 
visoizre ont, ewx aussi, fait appel au pa- 
triotisme des paysans. Nombreux furent 
donc ceux qui appliquérent. ces, consignes. 
On aurait pu penser qu’aprés la libération 
on m’entendrait plus parler de ces amen- 
des. Erreur: presque partoul on en emge 
le payement. 


Dans les Cétes-du-Nord, on vient d’en- 
voyer des sommations aux cultivateurs qui 
n’ont pas livré leurs chevaux pour les cé- 
quisitions allemandes. (Exclamation) 

Dans la Dréme, pour avoir ravitaillé le 
maquis et refusé livrer leurs produits 
aux Boclres, les paysams de la commune 
‘ @e Séderon viennent de recevoir lordre 
de payer des amendes que leur a infligées 
Vichy, et qui varient de f.000 a 2.000 
(rancs. 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Pour éire transmises 
aux Boches ?! , 


mM. Auguste Gillot.. Dans. F Ariége, c’est Ie. 


cultivaterm Jean Estague, ancien combal- 
tant de la guerre 1914-1918, résistant de 
la premiére frare, blessé le 3 aoat 1944 en 
combattant I’ennemi, qui se voit réclamer 
7.000 fr. d’amende pour non-livraison 
de beurre. 


De Beuvry, dans le Pas-de-Calais, un de: 


nos bons camarades. nous signa.e un cas 
encore plus révoltant: 


« Pendant. Poccupation,  dit-il, f 
avions réussi 4 incorporer dans la Re- 
sistance une dizaine de petits cultivateurs. 
Etant dans la Résistance, ils ont applique 
& la letixe ce que la radio leur demandait: 
rien pour les Boehes. Hs ont done livre 
la. totalité de leurs denrées & nos: cama 
rades du maquis, nas les amendes, les 
menaces, de saisie et les représailles. Aur 
jourd’ hui, les Boehés omt quilté le terri- 
teire ef ne peuvent plus exercer leur 
répression. Mais. i est vraiment inadmis- 

, que: ces cultivateurs soient mainte- 
Rant saisis: par huissier, pour non-pay¥e- 
meni des. amendes qui leur oat été 
infligces. par Vichy », 3 


M. Rabert-Pimianta. Amuistie! 


mM. Augusfe Gillet. Ces-exempies ne sont 
as des cas isolés;.il en est beaucoup 

autres. Es suffisent, cependant, 4 prou- 
ver que les, hommes -de Vichy restent tout 
puissants dans certaines administrations 
. et quails ne mégiigent rien pour mécaon- 

tenter les paysans. saphena 
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nous’ 


. em vain depuis, des mois: justice, produce, 


bilan de la répression sans dire deux mots 


— 


SS 


‘Troge méme: pas 


_ 


| 


sins, voyoas up peu Paetivité dm minis- 


che atx lieux de son domicile et de soa 


'~partementaux de la libération, 


: 


tion industrielle, intérieur et guerze. 

Comme il nest pag possible de faire le 
de ce quise passe dans les, seeteurs. voi | 
tere. de l’intérieur, de quh dépendent les 
arrestations et les. interne ments. 

Dans la France entiére, mais surtout A - 
Paris, les organismes de la résistance 
S’inquictent, & la feis, des: libénations im 
justili¢es. de trailres netoires, et des ré- 
Le a ag sur Popinion de trop longues 

tentions préventives, qui ont pour ré- 
sultat, de: rendre la, répression. impopulaire 
et de créer un malaise habilement déve- 
loppé et. utilisé. ae 

Rigueurs excessives pour les petits cou- 
general Impunité pour les. grands, ce sont 
& deux aspects de la méme politique ten- 
dant a.discréditer la répression. 

Si les services de police conxprennmert 
des éléments parfaitement sains et patrio- 
tes, il sy est glissé ow maintenu des 
agents de la ecinquwiéme coionne, qui sa- 
pent, désorganisent et sabotent. C’est ainsi 
qu'un trés grand nombre de dossiers con- 
fiés a. la police; pendant la période -Ins‘2- 
rectionnelle, & Paris, ont disparw. €es 
faits, @ailleurs, ne sont pas particuliers a 
Paris, comme le montre un document en 
provenance de la localité de Montgeron, 
dans. le canton de Villeneuve-Saint-Geor- 
ges, eb dont je me dispenserai de donner 
lecture & l’Assemblée, afin de ne pas al- 
longer le débat. 


M. Jaeques Debd-Bridel. C’est Ia méme 
chose partout. 


M. Auguste Gitlot. De grands coupabies 
ant été relaechés sous le prétexte gut. 
n’existait pas de dossier contre ceux. Des 
immocents: ont été enfermés. pendant des 
mois, sans avoir été intervogés.. Pour met- 
tre fin & une telle sitwation, le Mowve- 
ment national judiciaire avait propes¢,, cts 
les premiers jours, de septembre, que: le 
nom de toute personne internée solt afti- 


an 


travail, el qu’d défaut. de plainte: dépo- 
sée dans, la quinzaine de Paffichage. la 
personne arrétee. sans motifs connus, soit 
relachée. Il est regrettable qu’aucune suite 
n’ait été: donnée a. celte suggestion. Aussi, 
le double exeés. des libératiens et des dé- 
tentions abusives a-t-il continué pendant 
des mois, et on n’en a 
lui. 

Voici un cas signalé par Ia presse du 
30 janvier. Un délateur dénonce des dizai- 
nes-.de ses concitoyens, en d@nnant leurs 
noms et adresses. On trouve une Iettre 
adressée par lui a unm capitaine alleman: 
et contenant cette phrase: « Aujound’ hi, 
je vous apporte une charrette bien pana 
chée. » Lignoble indinidu est arrété. mais 
son dossier est égaré. La polite n’imter: 
les. témoins: et.’ pronomce 
Vinternement. administratif pour une: dur 
rée d’un an. 

A Vassemblée nationate des comités dé- 


: sest 
tenue en décembre a l’hotel de ville de Pa- 


pas terminé aves | 
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fais pas. de mauvais: 


| 


Pha ey haste 


crétaire-adjaint als, propagande, est ltbéré: 
Saint-Philippe est mr mm 


nt connu 
-avoir jouwé de la matraque 4 Soint-Denis 
| depuis onze ans; e’est le propagandiste 


P.P.F.; il est libéré; Lahaye, conseillery 
municipal P.P.F.; Lafom, autre conseiller 
municipal P.P.F.; Francquart, fier 4~bras; 
garde du corps de Doriot;, Aimard, membre 
P.P.F., Tr osable des « Amis du €rt. du 
Peuple »; Masser, ferame du seerétaire de 
Doriot; Raisom, maaire P.P.F. de Pierrefitte ; 
Kkruyt, conseiller municipal, responsable 
du P.P.F., tous sont libéres. Le £7 février, 
Lecoustey, autre conseilfer municipal 
P.PF. de Saint-Denis, est Iibéré. 


M. Perney. Le secrétaire de de Brinon 4 


‘é@galement été libéré | 


M. Rohért-Pimienta. EH est malheureux 
pour Prosper gw il nm’ait pas été PPP 
(Rares; et applaudissements..). 


M. Auguste Gillet, Les mémes éléments 
= font disparailre les dossiers, -les noms 
des collaborateums netoires: et des gros tra 
fiquants, quixvfont relacher, au bout d’ ume 


} heure: d’intermement, un Lambert Ribaudi, 


obliennent Vintemnement sans internoga- 
toire, ou le maintiem prolongé: em déten- 
tion, d’étzangers ayant servi notre pays, ou 
de Francais. innocents.. 


Pendant ce tenaps, les attentats. se mul- 
tijlient, les factieux s’agitent; chaque jour, 
is se font la maim dans diverses, agres 
Sions.. J*em ai toute: wne liste, que: je m’ex- 
cuse de ne pas lire. I suffit d’ailleurs de 
consulter la presse quotidiemme: qui, char 
que; jour, relate un: ow deux ou trais atten- 
tats.. 

Cette courte énumération, venant aprés 
tout ce qui a été signalé aw mois de dé- 
eembre, incite tous les patriotes: elair- 


‘voyants 4 conclure a un véritable’ complot 
‘contre la République et ses institutions, 


(Tres bien! trés bien! sur divers banes.) 
Nous he crayons. pas: exagérer em le disant. 
Kh, chaque faiblesse dans la répression — 
c’est & cela que je faisais allusion tout 4 
l’heure — apporte un encouragement aux 
hitléniens,, (Zres baen! tres bien!) 

Qu’om em juge par cette lettre, qui nous 
vient de Brévannes, mais dont |’expédix 
trice est détenue a la caserne de Saint- 
Denis; car ce ne sont pas les soldats de 
Parmée: francaise, mais des traitres: qui 
s'y trouve 4a Vheure actuelle; elle écrit 
& Sa fille, le £5 janvier : 


« Jai recu Ja lettre’ de tom docteur par 
un service spécial. Ici, ef. dans mon eas, 
nous sommes des centaines' de mille... » — 
la caserne d Saint-Denis est grande! ~ 
w ...Tout, cela nest pas bien gat, mais, un 
JOUr, BoUS NOUS Vengerons, et peut-etre bien- 
tot, car les évémements redeviennent far 
vorables pour néws. As-tw recu. um colis de 
la. Croix-Rouge om d”um autre service? Dis- 
moi seulement: « Jai tout recu ». Ne. te 
e : car je mai. le 
drait de faire. posts AUC, COS at paapadat, 
avec. toufe cette fripouitle de FRI. et de 
comimunistes. Ah! ma. ehérie,, Ia. France ne 
devien£ pas: belle. Enfin, bientét,, 
rons i meuveau vaimqueurs », 


Vaili ce qu’on éerit de la caserne de 
Saint-Denis, d une fille qui est dans, un, Sar 
naterium 42 Brévaanes,  — ships 


Lafor, interné dans wm. camp.. 
Serive’ au préfet de 
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pour protester « contré un étroit 
‘vengeance 4 l’égard d’un homme politique 
disparu d’aussi tragique facon, et dont le 
souvenir ne devrait plus, a.l’heure ac- 
‘tuelle, inspirer une semblable rancune » ? 
(Exclamations.) 


_ Ainmsi, sans une survetilance redoublée, 
sams. une police épurée et informée, la jus- 
tice ne peut pas agir efficacement et cette 

olice soigneusement épurée, au sein de 


Jaquelle des éléments sains devraient s’al-— 


tacher & déceler les manceuvres des trai- 
tres, doit collaborer d’une facon constric- 
tive avec la Résistance. Elle tiendra 4 hon- 
neur de répudier les méthodes tristement 
célébres de Vichy et de la Gestapo. Un 
policier francais devrait rougir qu'on 
puisse, en rapportant les sévices dont il 
se serait rendu coupable, évoquer ies 
chambres de torture de la Gestapo et les 
immondes exploits des .voyous de Dar- 
nand. 

On nous objecte souvent le probleme 
des effectifs et la- formation insuffisante 
des nouvelles recrues. Pourquoi ne fait-on 
pas appel aux membres de la ~-Résistance 


: 


prit de ] 


qui ont lutté pendant quatre ans et ont. 


assé. a travers tous les piéges ‘et toutes 
‘les mailles des filets de la Gestapo et de 
ses complices de France? Voila des hom- 
mes qui feraient rapidement d’excellents 
policiers. , 

Aprés ces explications, on comprendra 
sans. peine que nous tenions a préciser 
quelques principes sur la justice et sur 
J’épuration. Nous disons trés_simplement 
yuil convient d’appliquer te programme 
du vonseil national de la Résistance et rien 


de plus. Je n’en rappellerai que |’essentiel, 


Le 15-mars 1944, en pleine illégalité, les 
seize organisations de la Résistance . ont 
décidé, a JVunanimité, de rester unies 
aprés la libération pour « veiller au cha- 
fiment des traitres et a l’éviction, dans 
Je domaine de l’administration et de la 
vie professionnelle, de tous ceux qui au- 
ront pactisé avec l’ennemi Ou qui se Se- 
ront associés activement a la politique des 
gouvernements de collaboration, exiger la 
confiscation des biens des traitres et des 
trafiquants du marché noir, ainsi. que la 
confiscation des biens ennemis, y compris 
les participations acquises depuis l’armis- 
tice par ies gouvernements de l’axe et 


leurs ressortissants dans les entreprises. 


francaises et coloniales de tout ordre, avec 
constitution de ces participations en patri- 
- moine national inaliénable. » 


Je crois devoir poser cette question dont 
vous m/’excuserez: « M. le garde des 
sceaux est-il toujours. d’accord avec le pro- 
gramme de la Résistance francaise et fi- 
déle 4 ses engagements? » Nous aimerions 
7 el une réponse précise au cours de ce 

at. | | 


Mme Couette. Voulez-vous me permetire 
de vous interrompre ? 


M. Auguste Gillot. Volontiers. 


M, le ‘président, La parole est 4 Mme 
Couette, avec la permission de l’orateur. 


Mme Couette. Tl est bon de signaler que, 
dans les couloirs du ministére de la jus- 
tice, on sen va répétant que 1|’épura- 
lion a vécu: et que tout cela finira bientét 
‘par une embrassade générale. Tous ceux 
qui he 
peuvent le savoir, —__ 
' . Sit en. est ainsi,. c’est 


- Jes agissements et l’attitude de ceux qui 
entourent le ministre de la justice laissent 
a penser que bientot les c 


- . © 


afichis, te 


_ 


équentent le ministére de la justice 
‘sans doute, que. 


4 


: 


a 
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demandons que I’on frappe haut, vite et 
juste, que soient nettement distingué le 
chatiment des traitres tomibant sous _le 
coup des articles du code pénal, de la 1é- 


ouvoir étre convaincus de trahison du 
ait de leur participation dA l’action des 
usurpateurs et.du fait des responsabilités 


server leurs postes dans la France ré- 
novée, 

Fixant ainsi les principes de Ja répres- 
sion et de l’épuration, nous rappeions que 
doivent étre frappés sans pitié Se traitres 
dirigeant de grandes entreprises commer- 
-Clales, industrielles, bancaires, ou des 
comités d’organisation qui ont sciemment 

réparé la défaite et qui ont travaillé vo- 
ontairement pour l’ennemi ‘et cherché 
leur enrichissement & son service; les 
chefs militaires qui ont livré nos hommes, 
notre matériel, notre flotte, qui ont ouvert 
le feu sur les alliés de la France ou qui, 
executeurs serviles des traitres de Vichy, 
ont requis contre les résistants ou pro- 
noncé contre eux des sentences. iniques; 
tous les ministres, secrétaires, hauts com- 
missaires, commissaires, secrétaires géné- 
Traux des soi-disant gouvernements de 
Vichy, résidents généraux, gouverneurs 
généraux, ambassadeurs, ministres pléni- 
potentiaires, conseillers et  secrétaires 
d’ambassade, consuls, préfets régionaux, 
préefets, intendants de police, commissai- 
res régionaux aux affaires juives, direc- 
teurs centraux et régionaux de la propa- 
gande et autres fonclionnaires d’autorité, 
qui se seront rendus coupables de trahi- 
son. Parmi ces coupabies, les hommes 
qui, comme Pétain, Laval, Déat ont suivi 
l’ennemi en retfaite, doivent, en attendant 
d’étre repris par les armées francaises et 
alliées, étre juges par contumace avec 
confiscation de leurs biens. (Vi/s applau- 
dissements.) 


On a cru devoir créer une juridiction 
gpéciale pour joger les ministres usurpa- 
teurs qui ont dirigé la politique de l’auiti- 
France, comme s’ll était besoin de-les dis- 
traire de la compétence des cours de jus- 
tice. Or, cette Haute Cour n’a pas encore 
commencé a siéger et il n’apparait pas 
que les instructions soient poussées plus 
vite que les autres, puisqn’une seule d’en- 
tre elles est close. Elle concerne l’amiral 
-Esteva. 

N’est-il -pas possible d’imprimer un 
rythme de choc a cette juridiction? (Trés 
bien! trés bien!) 

‘N’est-il pas possible d’obtenir que les 
magistrats instructeurs travaiilent matin 
et soir au dépouillement de la documen- 
tation comme 4 |’interrogatoire des incul- 
pés et des témoins ? 

N’est-il pas possible que-la commission 
d’instruction se réunisse plus d’une fois 
par semaine? — 

N’est-il pas possible. d’intervenir sans 
désemparer contre les principaux eoupa- 
bles en fuite? — | 

Qu’attend-on pour déférer A la Haute 
Cour et juger par contumace un Pétain, 
un Laval, un Darnand, un de Brinon? ~< 


M._ Jacques Duclos. Et un Georges Bon- 
ne ’ : Ae is Sie 


M. Auguste Gillot. [1 ne s’agit pas encore 
d’écrire Vhistoire. mais de faire justice. 
Ia conscience ‘ 
qu'une - juridiction spéciale, constituée “a 
tort ou. a raison pour juger Pétain et con- 
‘sorts, hésite plus longtemps 4 les chAtier. 

Ja nation n’a pas de temps a 


fait la guerre et, quand un Pétain n’est pas 


. Peondamné,'elle’se demande 4 juste ttre 


M. Auguste Gillot. Depuis six mois, nous | 


cessaire épuration’ d’hommes-~ qui, sans 


qu’ils ont ainsi assumées, ne peuvent con-.” 


ublique ne comprend- pas 


persce. Elle | ne 16 
\deenest par oubome denmrehe 
| fluencer par aucune déimarche. ~~ 


: 


équivoques, 4 en finir avec i’attentisme, 
qui n’a Sie wig yh oe qui a trop jong- 
temps défiguré la France aux yeux de 
l’étranger. | 


Les agents d’exécution de cette entre- 
prise de trahison qui, tels les niili- 
eiens et les P. P. F, ont pris les armes con- 
‘tre les patriotes, ainsi’ que les délateurs, 
les recruteurs au service de l’ennemi et les 
magistrats ayant fait condamner 4 mort 
ou déporter des patriotes; les porte-parole 
de la collaboration ou les propagandistes 
de la déportation et de la Iutte contre Ja 
Résistance et contre nos ‘alliés, dans la 
presse, le cinéma, la- radio, la littérature, 
cic., tous ces hommes doivent étre jugés 
dans le plus bref délai, tout retard apporté 
‘A rendre justice ne pouvant que provoquer 
les désordres et compromettre ‘la renais- 
sance de notre pays. 


Une deuxiéme calégoric comprend les 
‘ecomplices des traitres, 


Ce sont les dirigeants des grandes en- 
treprises commerciales, industrielles ef 
bancaires et des comités d’organisation 
qui, sans pouvoir étre convaincus d’avoir 
préparé sciemment la défaite ni d’avoir 
lravaillé volontairement pour l’ennemi, ont 
accepté de jouer un role de premier plan 
dans Ja structure économique de Vichy. 


Il s’agit des chefs militaires qui, sans. 


étre coupables d’aetes de trahison carac- 
lérisés, ont mis leur autorité au service de 
Vichy et ont ainsi écarté du droit che- 
min les officiers, sous-officiers et soldats 
des armées de mer, de terre et de l’air. 


I] s’agit également des hommes politi- 
ques, parlementaires et élus locaux qui 
ont approuveé, soit par leurs déclarations, 
soit par leurs actes, la politique de Vichy. 

Il s’agit des membres des organisations 
de collaboration de toute nature qui, sans 
avoir pris une part personnelle a la lulte 
contre la Résistance, ont néanmoins, par 
leur adhésion maintenue aprés la date fixée 
par-)’ordonnance sur l’indignilé nationale, 
lémoigné de leur solidarité avec le régime 
de Vichy. 

Il s’agit des collaborateurs de la presse, 
de la radio, du cinéma, de la littérature, 
qui, sans avoir eu une attitude politique 
au service de l’ennemi ou du gouvernc- 
ment de Vichy, ont néanmoins continué a 

roduire des ceuvres, sous leur responsa- 
bilité, dans les. organismes_contréles par 
Vichy ou ji’ennemi, aprés la date fixée par 
le texte relatif 4 l’epuration émanant de la 
Fédération dela presse francaise. — 


Les individus qui entrent: ‘dans fa 
deuxiéme catégorie peuvent, a titre excep- 
tionnel, étre exemptés des mesures d’épu- 
ration qui frapperont cette Foe reap Si 
aprés avis motivé du comité dépar emental 
et du comité local de la Résistance, ils éta- 
blissent qu’ils ont rendu des services im- 
portants a la Résistance ou qu’ils ont con- 
servé leur poste en accord avec wun 
organisme de la Résistance. - 

de 


Ne peuvent toutefois bénéficier 
l’exemption précédente, les individus qui, 
indirectement, ont été a Vorigine de la 
mort des patriotes et qui doivent répondre 
de leurs actes comme ceux de la premiére 
eatégorie. -. — i 


En précisant ainsi les deux catégories 


d’individus, qu’il faut frapper, nous som- 


mes convaincus, de rendre au pays un 
éminent service. Nous metirons un terme 
.&.ce scandale de poursuites:intentées con- 
tre. ceux que l’opinion : publique désigne 


sous le nom de « lampistes », pour ne frap. 
per que les véritables coupables. C’ gu'l 
he faut, 4 l’égard des traitres, ni pitié, ni 

ustice ne doit se laisser in- 


pourquoi la justice tarde A dissiper les cam ) 
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Pas de pitié ceux gui préparérent et 
accomplirent a trahison de la pattie, : 
quidérent. les institutions républicaines, 
supprimérent le droit de vote et toutes les 
libertés démocratiques |! 


Pas de pitié pour ceux qui livrérent deux 
Millions de soldats francais a l’ennemi, 


pour ceux qui déportérent nos fréres et 


nos s@urs en Allemagne! | 
Pas de pitié pour ceux qui firent guillo- 
finer des patriotes francais comme le dé- 
= Jean Catelas, Bréchet, Woogt, d’au- 
es eneore, et qui livrérent au peloton 
d’exécution ennemi 120.000 des meilleurs 
parmi les ndtres! 


Pas de pitié pour ceux qui affamérent 
notre peuple, pendant quatre ans, en it- 
vrant tous nos produits a l’oecupant, qu’ils 
souhaitaient victorieux,. désirant ainsi 
l’anéantissement de la Franee! 


Pas de nitié ni de pardon pour les pro- 
fiteurs de la trahison ef de la défaite! Ils 
ont trahi, ils doivent payer. (Applaudtsse- 
ments.) 


« Ceix qui font la guerre a un peupie 
pour arréter le progrés~de la liberlé et 
anéantir le: droits de l'homme ne doivent 
pas étre traifés eomme des ennemis ordi- 
naires, mais comme des assassins et de 


_ Va gaires rebelles, » 


Ces paroles, pronomcfes en 1798, a la 
Convention, par Robespierre, s’appliquent 
a notre peuple en guerre; pour en finir 
avee l’hitlérisme et ses pro:ongements sur 
le sol de la patrie. 


Les veuves, les orphelins, tous les héros 
tomibés pour la cause de la libération rée’a- 
ment justice. Aprés cing ans de crimes, 
d’assassinats, de larmes et de sang, on ne 

eut pas oublier, d’autant plus que les 
nitiériens eontinuent sur les cdtes de 
Atlantique et que les altentats de la cin- 
qui¢me colonne se multiplient. 


Ou’ils se taisent, eeux gui voudraient 
nous rendre sensibles quand on fusille un 
Brasiliach, alors qu’ils n’ont rien dit lors- 

ue tombaient les Péri, les d’Estienne 

‘Orves, le jeune étudiant communiste 
Guy Moquet ou le jeune catholique Louis 
Fertet. (Vifs applaudissements.) 


Devant nos yeux défilent encore les mas- 
sacres de Saint-Claude, d’Ascq, d’Oradour- 
sur-Glane, de la prison d’Eysses et les 
charniers de Vincennes, d'Ivry, du Mont- 
Valérie. et. d’ailleurs. 


Notre mémoire gardera 4 jamais le sou- 
venir des olages fusillés A Chaleaubriant, 
des villages déiruils, des femmes, des 
enfants bralés vifs jusque dans les églises. 

iera! Elle ne. peut 
pas oublier. [1 faut avoir vécu ces longues 
années d’illégalité, de terreur, de chasse 
4 homme eomprendre la soif de jus- 
tice qui anime le peuple de France, Il ne 
g’agit pas > vengeance, nous le répétons 
encore, ni de représailles, il s’agit de la 
justice, mais de toute la justice, 


Cette politiqne conditionne en partie la 
poursuite victorieuse de la guerre et l’ave- 


nir du pays, si l’on ne veut pas revoir en 


pire les journées de février 1934. 
M. Arthur Ramette, Trés. bien! 
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0i i] faut, & notre avis, avoir 
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sanctions contre eeux qui 


| ; t 


Nous sommes tous d’accord pour recon 
naitre + appartient 4 l’autorilé légale 
i> procéder aux perquisilions, aux arres- 
tations, a2x jugements et a l’exéculion des 
jugenents. | 

Mais nous croyons qu’il est désirable 
de s appny.r sur le eonseil national de Ia 
Résistance, les comilés départementanx et 
locaux de ta libéralion pour aider la jus- 
lice dans sa lourde tache. . —~ . 

Ces organismes doivent continuer.é réu- 
nir des informations, provoquer des en- 
quétes, signaier les abus, veiiler a la ra- 
pidité des procédures, surveiller la mar- 
che des procés, transmeltre toute protes- 
tation éventueHe, soit directement aux au- 
torités administratives et judiciaires, soit 
par la voie des commissions d’épuration 
ou de l’Assemblée consultative provisoire 
au Gouvernement lui-méme, 


Notre opinion est aussi qu’il faut pen- 
ser aux vielimes de la _ trahison. us 
avons ie eceur serré a la — qu'il y a 
d> nombreux patriotes victimes de la trahi- 
son et dont le easier judiciaire est main- 
tenant entaché d’une ou de plusieurs con- 
damnations. 


fl est grand temps d’examiner ees cas 
et d’accorder réparation. Sur cette qnes- 
tion, nous proposons la rébabilitation $o- 
lennelle de tous les citoyens ainsi condam- 
nés, le dédommagement de toutes les vie- 
times de la répression allemande ou _ vi- 
chyssoise ou de leurs ayants cause et l’oc- 
troi d’une pension; la rapide revision ju- 
diciaire, par des magislrats chojsis pour 
leur patriotisme, des condamnations pre- 
noncees depuis le début de la guerre sur 
des inculpations mijlitaires ou de droit 
commun, déguisant en réalité des griefs 
politiques; la réhabilitation solenneile et le 
dédommagement des cifoyens injustement 
condamnés; l’amnistie ou la grace amnis- 
tiante pour un eertain nombre de délits 
qui, pouvant étre considérés comme jus- 
tifiabies ou excusables, devront étre effa- 
cés par mesure d’équité ou d’apaisement. 


Enfin, le plus tét possible, nous 
désirerions diseuter du probleme de 
la réforme judiciaire, car bien des cho- 
ses sont A réformer, si l’on veut changer 
un peu l’organisation, les-méthodes et Tes 
textes, entre autres ceux gui concernent 
la législation sociale, ainsi que la législa- 
tion pénale, qui repose toujours sur Je 
principe de l|’expiation. 

La législation sur l’enfance délinquante 
a été réformée par un texte qui Marque 
des progres trés nets. | 

Le régime pénitentiaire devrait étre lui 
aussi transformé. La France doit rattrayer 
son retard dans teus ces domaines. Mails, 
avant tout, pour le moment présent, i] faut 
chatier les traitres. 


Ainsi, il est facile de conelure: 

1° L’intérét national exige que la justice 
agisse vite en frappant haut et ferme; 

2° L’intérét national, le prestige de la 
France 4 l’étranger, comme le maintien de 
Yautorité gonvernementale, exigent que 
eesse le scandale des poursuites engagées 
contre les patriotes francais; — 

3° L’exemple de ¥’ énergie doit venir d’en 
haut: épuration des services de direction 
de la justice, de, la police, de l’armée; 


traitres; suppression de toutes les traces 
de vichysme; \ | 
4° Tl faut recruter de nouveaux meee 


trats et ouvrir aux femmes l’accts 2 | 


», < 


les ‘organtsations ete Re 


pot? 6° | fant coordonner Y’action des diff 
renis 


| teur économi 


téegent les 


—_ + 


ministéres intéressés 4 |’eeuvre des 
sanclions, notamment ceux de la justice, 
de la défense nationale, de l’intérieur, see 
e. Il faut créer un commis- 
Sariat général aux sanctions, qui aurait 
pour mmission de donner des directives com- 


munes & tous les fonctionnaires chargés 
de ta répression. 


Chater les traitres, c’est assurer la sécu- 
rité sur les arriéres des troupes francaises 
et allies et sauyer des milliers de vies 
humaines, menacées par les fauteurs de 
désordre et de guerre civile. 


Chatier les iraitres, c’est renforcer 
union du peuple de France et assurer le 
eaime et l’ordre républicain indispensables 
au travail. L’union ne peut étre féconde 
sans ie chatiment des traitres diviseurs dp 
la Nation. 


Nos prisonniers ne comprendraient pas 
que tes traitres soient toujours en place a 
leur retour; e’est pourquoi jl faut les 
chatier, 

Comme ie disait Saint-Just, la conspira- 
tion reléve la téte. Faisons en sorte que par 
noire union et notre aclion nous puissions 
la briser & temps et terminer victorieuse- 
ment ja guerre pour pouvoir nous consa- 
crer au redressement du pays, 


En chatiant ses traitres la Franee. répu- 
hlicaime et démoeratique renforcera son 
unité, qui iui permetira de retrouver sa 
grandeur et son jndépendance et de figurer 
em bonne place aupres des grandes puis- 
sanees allices, (Vi/s applaudissements.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. De- 
preux, 


M, Edouard Depreux.—Notre Assemblée 
est consuitative; son nom J’indique. On 
aime souvent le lui rappeler par des actes, 
on aime également le lui rappeler par des 
abstentions, | 


Nous ayons eu, sur le département de 
la justice, une discussion assez approfon- 
dié, au mois de décembre dernier. Le 
moins gu’on puisse dire, c’est que la 
grande majorite de cette Assemb*ée n’ap- 
prouvait pas avec enthousiasme et sans 
réserve la politique suivie jusqu’alors par 
le Gouvernement en maticre d’épuration 
et de répression, 


Lorsque, au seuil du débat d’aujour- 
d’hui, aprés le magistral exposé de mon 


ami M. André Philip, qui avait inauguré . 


jeudi dernier le diébat sur la justice, M, le 
Sarde des seeaux a pris la parole le pre- 
mier, j’avais fait un beau réve. 

Je me disais: M, Je garde des sceaux 
connait trés exactement la position de 
l’Assemblée;. il tient 4 parler le premier 
parce qu’il va nous exposer un programme 
constructi{ d’action gouvernementale. 


Jose dire qu’aprés l’avoir entendu, je 


; ne suis pas complétement convaineu gu’il 


s’est engagé et qu’il va s’engager 4 fond 
dans ia bonne voie et que les explieations 
entre lui et nous sont terminées. | 

Je erois, monsieur le garde des sceaux, 
qu’aprés avoir entendu les différents ora- 
teurs, vous deyrez remonter a la tribune, 
ear nouws-avons intérét, en toute franchise 
et en toute elarté, & vous poser des ques- 


tions, et vous avez intérét & y répondre. 


de deapice qua eat sree til nl 
Tes Cc esi avec | 10 
particuliére aie: je le vois au : d’hui 4 


ce 4 


‘ois un peu 


arfois un peu tendance a Youblier, sur-— 
t quand on parle de la justice, tant il : 
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‘truction de la Haute~Cour. Or, cette com- 
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| mn ; : 
est vrai. que les débats sur la.justice pas- | 
sionnent, d’ailleurs légitimement, [T’opi- 
nion francaise, et en particulier )’opinion 


de ]’Assemblée consultative provisoire, 


En examinant ce budget, j’ai voulu re- 
chercher avec passion toutes les occasions, 
je dirai presque, monsieur le ministre des 
finances, tous les prétextes. 4 économies, 
rechercher s’il n’y avait pas en’ quelques 
points des inflations de personnel, s’il ne 
se trouvait pas des organismes parasitaires 
& supprimer. | 

Or, aprés avoir examiné chacun = des 
postes du budget de la justice, si Je vous 
disais toute ma pensée, je vous deman- 
derais des dépenses ' supplémentaires. 
(Trés bien! trés bien!) 


En vérité, avee les crédits qui ont été 
nrévus, il n’est pas possible d’assurer pen- 
dant l’année 1945 le bon fonctionnement 
des services de la justice, sans lesquels il 
n’y a pas de gouvernement, pas de vie 
républicaine et nationale possibles. (Ap- 
plaudissements.) 


Sur: le premier point, les naturalisa- 
tions, les chiffres sont précis. Ils figurent 
dans le rapport de M. Bonnevay, et M. Phi- 
lip les a rappelés. 200.000 dossiers sont en 
retard. En outre, 285.000 dossiers revisés 
‘par Vichy, avec tous les préjugés xéno- 
phobes et racistes que vous devinez, doi- 
vent étre aujourd’hui de nouveau revisés, 
parce que, depuis lors, la France est rede- 
venue. républicaine, accueillante 4 ceux 
qui sont dignes de devenir des Francais. 


Il y a, en outre, un grand nombre de 
demandes nouvelles, au premier rang des- 
quelles, comme le disait, l’autre jour, 
M. André Philip, avec tant d’éloquence 
émouvante, celles des. étrangers que nous 
avons, pour. notre part, d’ores et déja na- 
turalisés Francais, parce qu’ils ont été 
nos fréres d’armes dans la Résistance. 
(Applaudissements.) 

Avant la guerre, alors qu’i] n’y avait pas 
ces quelque 500.000 dossiers en retard, le 
service des naturalisations était déja f4a- 
cheusement embouteillé, parce que le per- 
sonnel était trop peu nombreux, parce que 
les locaux étaient trop encombrés. On a 
souvent dénoncé le scandale des interven- 
tions parlementaires_en faveur des natu- 
ralisations. Il y avait, en effet, un scan- 
dale, c’est que les interventions parlemen- 
taires aient été indspensables pour faire 
sortir les dossiers. 


A une exception prés, dont je parlerai 
tout 4 Vheure — M. Philip, 14 aussi, m’‘a 
précédé fort heureusement — je ne suis 
~ artisan des eréations de nouvelles 

irections. Vous pouyez trés bien avoir un 
sous-difecteur des naturaisations qui dé- 
pende, comme aujourd’hui, du directeur 
des affaires civiles; mais, donnez-lui une 
trés large autonomie, donnez-lui_des cré-. 
dits, permettez-lui de travailler dans des 
‘conditions. plus décentes! Sinon, sur ce 
point comme sur tant d’autres il n’y aura’ 
pas de pregrés, — 

En continuant l’examen de ce projet de 
budget, j’ai éprouvé une inquiétude. 
Peut-étre . réussirez-vous. 4 la. dissiper. 
On a prévu des crédits-pour la Haute Cour; 
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“on. ne parait pas en avoir préyu pour le ; 


fonctionnement de la commission d’ins- 
-Inission aura du-travail; elle devrait, és 
_aujourd’hui, avoir beaucoup de travail. - 
..Weus savez,  monsieur - le -garde- i 
aréchal Pétain, Geuuata asa e qui 
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-lorsque l’affaire Pélain sera 


| (Exelamations.) 


M. Robéert-Pimienta. La malle A Pétain | 


M. Edouard Depreux. Ceite malle, il fau- 
drait d’abord la garder, la bien garder. 


Vous n’ignorez pas, monsieur le. garde 
des sceaux — ce sont des. renseignements 
que jai cae & trés bonne source — que 
cette malle est arrivée ouverte dans vos 
services. Vous n’étes en rien responsable 
de cela; mais un certain nombre de 
documents avaient déja d@isparu. (Ezcla- 
mations.) 


Il y a beaucoup trop de documents qui, 
dans les différents services, disparaissent, 
comme on, le signalait il y a un instant. 


M. Auguste Gillot. On a épuré la malle. 
(Sourires.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta. C’est plus facile que 
d’épurer les traitres. a 

M. Arthur Ramette. On devrait épurer le 
ministére de la justice. 


M. Edouard Depreux. On a épuré la malle, 
comme vient de le dire notre collégue 
dans une interruption trés spirituelle. 


Au début de cette séance, monsieur le 
garde des sceaux, vous sembliez dire 
qu’une partie de l’opinion — je ne sais 
pas laquelle — désirait qu’en matiere 
d’épuration on n’alltt Pp 
vous avez réfuté les objections de cette 
ie de l’opinion. En ce gui concerne 
’épuration de la malle, nous ne voudrions 
pas gu’on aille trop vite; plus exactement, 
nous voudrions qu'elle soit épurée par vos 
services seuls, sous votre responsabilité, 
et qu’enfin, on puisse instruire trés rapl- 
dement le proces — qui ne sera pas le 
procés d’un « lampiste » — Je proces du 
maréchal Pétain, qui dans la trahison a 
bien droit, je pense, au numéro un. (Ap- 
plaudissements.) 

C’est en 1873, que son prédécesseur, le 
maréchal Bazaine, a été jugé par un 
conseil de guerre. Je suis persuadé que, 
poussée a 
fond, on s’apercevra que |’un et l'autre 
ont obéi au méme mobile. Ce mobile s’ap- 
pelle la passion partisane. 


Vous savez ce que Bazaine a dit a ses 
juges: « Le devoir était devenu douteux, 
parce gu’il n’y avait plus de gouverne- 
ment au lendemain du 4 septembre. -» 


Ce_qui lui valut cette admonestation sé- 
vere et digne d’un homme peu suspect. de 
parlialité républicaine pour Gambetia, pour 
les animateurs du gouvernement de la 
Défense nationale et de la République, 
puisqu’il s’appelait le duc. d’Aumale: 
« Monsieur, il restait la France! » (Applau- 
dissements.) | 


Il restait la France! C’est ce qu’a trés 
exactement oublié le~ maréchal Pétain, 
lorsqu’il a.éprouvé, dans les journées de 
juillet 1940, cette « divine surprise » célé- 

rée par ‘Charles Maurras, dont je. parlerai 
tout a Vheure, qui.lui a permis, a la fa- 
veur de la défaite et de la capitucation des 
-armées de la République, d’accéder au 
pouvoir. f 


I 


- 


> 


y a encore un 


~ 


- gs? a 
af 


: 


ah. 


as trop vite, et. 


la est devenu: 
<a 


J 


-_ 


e partie de l’opinion qui |. 
croit au double jeu du maréchal Pétain. |: 
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-d2 1. -‘magistrature. 
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fait tuer les. soldats ‘a 
Afrique du Nord, contre nos alli 


Mais, nous savons bien qu’au nom de la 
-“ystique de la France seule 
cate it on a joué la 

ela il faut le dire au grand jour, il faut 
hater ce procés dans toute la estive pos- 
sible. Nous vous en avons déja parlé au 
mois de décembre et nous y revenons au- 
jourd’hui. Nous -vous demandons, sur ce 


point, une réponse catégori 
(Tres bien! tres bien /) gorique, précise, 


M. Pierre Bugeaud. Vou! 
. €Z-Vou . 
mettre de vous gE 


Depreux ? 


interrompre, monsieur 


M. Edouard Depreux. Volontiers. 


M. le président. La 


arole est A M. m 
geaud, avez autorisat; : . Ba 


tion de |]’orateur. 


M. Pierre Bugeaud. I] existe au minis- 
tére de la justice un service qui travaille 
en liaison avec un service similaire du 
ministere de L’information; en vue de ia 
oursuite des criminels de guerre. Le 
Mouvement national des prisonniers de 
guerre et déportés est en rapport avec 
ces deux services pour l’organisation 
d’une exposition destinée A dénoncer A 
l’opinion publique les crimes nazis accome 
oo en France, et partant, la responsabie 
ité des dirigeants francais, c’est-d-dire des 
dirigeants de Vichy, dans l’accomplissee 
ment de ces crimes. ; 


Je signale simplement & ]’Assembiée 
ue le directeur de ce service au ministére 
ée la justice, lorsqu’il s’est agi de dé- 
noncer le maréchal Pétain et Sea ini, a 
déclaré 4 nos représentants du Mouve- 
ment national des prisonniers de guerre 
et déportés: « Il ne faut pas aller trop loin 
dans cette voile, car nous ne devons pas 
détruire l’autorité du chef. » (Vives excla- 
mations.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Du chef de la trahi- 
son. 


M. Edouard Depreux. Mon cher collégue, 
nous demanderions trés exactement le con- 
traire, il y avait encore une autorité du 
chef. Mais nous pensons (oe celui qui, 
pendant quatre ans, fut a la téte de son 
soi-disant « Etat francais », mérite d’étre 
frappé le premier. (Applaudissements.) 


M: Auguste Gillot. C’est le doyen des 
traitres. 


M. Roxert 
ble, : 


M. Edouard Depreux. C 
doyen d’age. | 
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-Vacants. 
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‘Allemagne hitlérienne seule. 


er. 


Pimienta. C’est le plus coupa- 


a -noté — 
e la ina- 


$ \ 


. vate 


e ‘ 


‘ 5 


——E 


Ca 


_- —_ 


ASSEMBLER CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 2 


nal ——— ”- 
- 


132 | FEVRIER 1945 
ques de Yépuration, et tous nos veux se-] Parodi n’a pas été fusillé. | hommage. Il est incontestable qu’s la de- 
raient comblés, si nous pouvions ne plus mande de la Fédération des fonctionnaires 


prononcer ce mot, parce que l’opération 
aurait été totalement faite, pour te plus 
grand bien de la santé morale et maté- 
rielle de la France en guerre. : 


Mais, croyez-vous vraiment, monsieur le 
rarde des sceaux, qu’il ne yeste plus de 
ichyssois dangereux dans la magistra- 
ture, alors by M. Cassagneau est encore 
conseillcr & la Cour de cassation ? 


M. le garde deg sceaux, M, Cassagneau 
p’apnartient plus & la Cour de cassation. 


M. Edouard Depreux. Depuis quand ? 


M. le garde des sceaux, L’arrélé le con- 
- vernant est signé depuis trois jours. (Vi/s 
applardissements.) 


M. André Philip, rapporteur général. La 
discussion du budget a du bon. 


M. Edouard Depreux. Nous sommes ravis 
de la bonne nouvelle que vient de nous 
annoncer M. le oe des sceaux. Nous 
constatons avec joie que les débats au sein 
da cette Assemblée, toute consultative 
qu’elle soit, ont parfois d’heureux résul- 
tats! (Applaudissements,) 


Nous saluons le départ de la magistra- 
ture francaise de M. Cassagneau, chef de 
l’accusation & la cour de Riom, tout en 
regrettant que ce départ ait éte un peu 
tardif. Mais, encore une fois, nous accueil- 
lons avec une joie sans mélange cette 
heureuse nouvelle. Soyez assuré, monsieur 
le garde des sceaux, que, si j’étais 4 mon 
bane, ie yous applaudirais pour Ia pre- 
miére fois, aujourd’hui, avec beaucoup de 


joie et de ferveur. (Vifs applaudissements.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta, Mieux vaut tard que 
jamais. _ 


M, Edouard Depreux. Mais le cas Cassa- 
gneau était, pour nous, symbolique, et 
nous (isons; malheur aux gens sans carac- 
téfe et sans consistance, préts 4 servir tous 
les régimes, préts 4 se -ruer avec servilit¢ 
aux pleds du pouvoir et qui crojént avoir 
libéré leur conseience de Francais et de 
républicains quand ils ont remplacé dans 
leur cabinet de travail la pity ag me de 
M. Pétain par celle du général de Gaulle! 
(Applaudissements.) | 
. Une date limite a été fixée pour ]’épura- 
tion. Le conseil des ministres a fait pa- 
raitre 4 ce sujet un communiqué dont on 
nous a déja donné plusieurs interpreéta- 
tions différentes, Tout 4 Vheure, M, le 

rde des sceaux a semblé nous dire qu’il 
S’agissait simplement d’un veeu pieux et 
que l’épuration pourrait peut-étre conti- 
nuer aprés la date indiquée. C’est ainsi 
gue j’ai compris vos paroles, monsieur le 
garde des- sceaux. En tous cas, je vous 
pose nettement la question: qu’a signifie 
exactement la décision prise par le consei] 
@es miinistres sur ce point? — 


-» Notre rapporteur’ général vous disait- 


Sy « On n'a plus le respect de 
“ta justice, on n’a saat ie respect de la ma- 
_ gistrature. » Et, dans plusieurs autres eir- 
 ¢onstances, j'ai entendu ndu M. Philip 
Mer avec beaucoup de force: « 


Da ecte | ce qui 6s 
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-M. André Le Troquer, Il a été assassiné. 


M. Edouard Depreux:, Il a été atrocement 
torturé par les brutes hitlériennes dans sa 
cellule de Fresnes et il est mort assassiné. 
C’était, hélas! le pire risque que couraient 
les gens de la Résistance. Parodi a sauvé 
’honneur de la magistrature. Beaucoup 
d’autres, comme Jui, ont combattu dans 
Je maquis, beaucoup d’autres onf été des 
résistants, et nous aurions été ravis de 
penser que }’ayéenement de la IV° Républi- 
que, c’était, dans le domaine judiciaire, 
Vavancement donné a ce qu’on pourrait 
appeler « Ja promotion de la Résistance » 
(Applaudissements), de la Résistance qui 
n’est pas une coterie, qui n’est pas un 
clan, une petite chapelle se recrutant 
plus ou moins par cooptation, mais qui 
comprend; a Paris comme en province, 
tous ceux qui, 4 un moment donné de 
leur carriére, publiquement ou d’une 
maniére plus détournée, ont rendu des 
services éclatants a la cause francaise en 
sabotant les ordres, les instructions et les 
désirs du gouvernement hitlérien et du 
gouvernement de Vichy, (Nowveauxz ap- 
plaudissements.) 

Mais il est d’autres magistrats dont Je 
moins que je.puisse dire,. avee le souci 
de modération qui ‘s’impose & cette tri- 
bune, et avec le sens trés exact de mes 
responsabilités, c’est que je n’ai nulle 
envie de les respecter, Hs ont servi Vichy. 
Certains avaient été des républicains avan- 
eés qui avaient flirté quelque peu en 1936 
avec le Front populaire. Ils en sont dou- 
a méprisables. (Tres bien! trés 

ien 

Aussi yous demandons-nous une épura- 
lion des caracteres, et qui ne s’accom- 
plisse pas seulement aux postes impor- 
tants. Dans la miagistrature, tous les 
postes sont importants: un juge de 3° 
classe et un substitut ont des responsa- 
bilités qui peuvent étre de premier plan; 
tous les justiciables ont les mémes inté- 
réts: un justiclable de Paris ou de Barce- 
lonnette a droit aux mémes garanties de 
justice et — l’affaire Stavisky l’a prouvé 
— une trés grosse affaire peut éclater en 
province. Par conséquent, vous avez le 
droit et le devoir bow d’avoir partout 
des magistrats dignes de ce nom. 


Mais comment atlez-vous les recruter? 
M. le rapporteur général a cité les chiffres 
u rapport de M. Bonnevay: 73 candidats 
senlement recus au concours d’entrée de 
peu plus, 109, en 1943; et, en 
1944,.c’est. une terrible rechute: 44 candi- 
dats seulement. A l’examen professionnel 
des juges de paix se sont présentés: 174 
candidats.en 1941, 79 en 1942; 62 en 1943; 
34 en 1944, sur lesquels 78 ont été admis 
en 1941, 38 en 1942, 24 en 1943, 


D’ott provient cette situation? Elle a, 
d’aprés M. Bonneyay, trois causes que 
ndus allons, si vous le voulez bien, pas- 
sar ensemble en revue: prestation de ser- 
ment au gouvernement de Vichy; traite- 
ments insuffisants; suspension de l’ina- 
movibilité par le gouvernement de Vichy. 


Ne parlons pas de la prestation de ser- 
ment: le dégat est réparé. Sur ce 
vous avez rompu | 
vichyssois. Vous n’exigez plus du tout de 
vos. magistrats, du moins dune -maniére 
ndre serment de fidélité 
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le 
revaloriser, dans une large mesure, les 
traitements de l’ensemble 
res. Nous vous en félicitons de tout cour; 
mais ce nest pas seulement cette reva- 
lorisation que neus vous demandions en 
ce qui concerne les magistrats, e’était 
essentiellement leur reclassement. 


hui, comme 
d'une petite ville de province gagne trés 
exactement la moitié de ce que gagne le 
sous-préfet; un 


gouvernement de la République a su 


es fonctionnai- 


On ne I’a pas fait. Il y a JA une grave er- 


reur morale. Par un subterfuge, comme on 
a amélioré les traitements des magistrats 
en méme temps que ceux des autres fone- 
tionnaires, on a 
mais je suis persuadé qu’elle n’est pas 
résolue. 


pu éluder la question, 


Voici quelques comparaisons, Aujourd’- 
ier, le président du tribunal 


| juge d’instruction gagne a 
peine les deux tiers de ce que gagne up 
commissaire de police. 


Je ne suggére pas de diminuer le trai- 


fement du sous-préfet ou du commissaire 


de police, mais je vous demande, dans 
l’intérét supérieur de la justice, d’augmen- 
ter sensiblement les traitements des magis- 
trats comme, je le suppose, d’autres collé- 
gues vous demanderont le méme reclasse- 
ment en faveur des trois degrés de ]’en- 
seignement. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 
L’opinion publique connait. mal cette 
question. Sait-elle, par exemple, qu’en 
1939 le traitement de début d’un juge sup- 
pléant était en France de 17.000 fr. par an 7 


+ Le traitement d’un juge substitut de troi- 
sieme Classe était de 22.000 francs; celui 
d’un juge d’instruction de troisi¢me classe, 
de 24,000 francs, A ces chiffres s’ajoutait 
simplement une indemnité de résidence 
annuelle de 400 & 2.000 francs, 


M. André Le Troquer. On ose A peine y 
croire. | 


M. Edouard Depreux. Un juge au tribunal 
de Ja Seine touchait 52.000 francs; un juge 
d’instruction 4 Paris, qui a )’énorme res- 

onsabilité que vous savez et qui a déja 
ait de larges pas dans la carriére, tou- 
chait 58,000 fr. 


Ainsi, non seulement les magistrats fran- 
cais étaient les pies mal payés de tous les 
fonctionnaires francais, mais j’ose dire 
qu’ils étaient les plus mal payés du monde. 


‘Savez-vous quels étaient les traitements 
en Angleterre en 1939 ? Le plus haut magis- 
trat anglais, le lord chief justice, touchait 
8,000 oo par an, sbit, au taux de 175 fr. 

ar. livre, 1.400.000 francs. Le maitre 

es roles gagnait 6.000 livres, soit 4.050.000 
francs, et tous les autres magistrats, quel 
que soit leur poste 4 la cour suvréme, 
avaient 5,000 livres, soit. 875.000 fr..Les ju- 


ges de la Haute Cour appelés a tenir en 


province des audiences de cours d’assises, 
jugeant en mati¢re pénale ou _civile, tou- 
chalent une indemnité de déplacement de 
7 livres et.demie par jour, soit 1.312 fr. La 
retraite annuelle du lord chief justice était 
de 4,500 livres, soit 787.500 fr. Tous les au- 
tres ae iteg avaient 3,500 livres, solt 
612,500 fr. Les juges de cours de camtés, 
qui correspondent 4 nos juges de paix, 
néficiaient d’un traitement annuel de 1.300 
livres, soit 227.500 fr., p'us les frais de dé- 
placement. Les fetraites sont également, 

sipe; fixées aux deux tiers des trai- - 
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pléme. Il a d’ailleurs été impuissant & le | 


résoudre et cela condamne son régime 
parce que l’Empire, de guerre en guerre, 
de victoire en victoire, devait l’amener na- 
turellement, suivant la loi inéluctable des 
grands empires qui, aujourd’hui, nous reé- 
conforte, & Waterloo. 

Le comte Molé, futur président du conseil 
sous Louis-Philippe, était jeune auditeur 


au Conseil d’Etat en 1806, lorsqu’on a dis- | 


cuté le fameux rapport de ping ogy | sur 
Yenseignement. L’Empereur y prit 14 pa- 
role et déclara: 


« La puissance civile ne peut se com- 
poser désormais que du eorps qui aura la 
mission de former la jeunesse et de la ma- 
eg oh chargée de rendre la ag et 

e faire exécuter les lois. Pour cela, il faut 
les attirer dans ces deux carriéres par l’es- 

rance d’une grande considération et 


d’une grande fortune, » 
Et encore: 


« Quant aux magistrats, cet ordre, au- 
wets e n’offre rien a l’espérance; il 
aut qu’un juge qui travaille gegne beau- 
coup plus que celui qui ne faif rien, Tout 
naturellement, il faut qu’il ressorte du role 
qu’un juge travaillant beaucoup puisse ga- 
gner 25.000 fr. par an. Il y a en France 
vingt-sept cours d’appel. Il faut que les 
places de premiers presidents et de procu- 
reurs impériaux prés ces cours soient de 
tres grandes places. » 


Je ne demande a M, Pleven ni le traite- 
ment anglais ni le traitement envisage par 
Napoléon, ear 25.000 fr. en 1806 pour tous 
les juges représentaient un traitement 
beaucoup plus considérable pour les chefs 
de parquet et les chefs de cour. Cela vous 


laisse réveur, monsieur le ministre des - 


finances. Mais, rassurez-vous: hous avons 
le sentiment du possible; nous vous de- 
mandons simplement de méditer avec nous 
sur ces chiffres et de faire un effort tres 
substantiel. 


Nous ajouterons un argument a celui 
que donnait Napolgen: les magistrats ne 
doivent pas représ¢nter une seule classe 
de la société. (Applaudissements,} 


A-t-on oublié les parlementaires de l’an- 
cien régime ? Je sais bien qu’ils n’ont pas 
hésité, en plus d’une circonstance mémo- 
rable, A se dresser contre le pouvoir royal; 
mais, Join de représenter alors une force 
répressive, ils n’étaieht animés que oa le 
souci de défendre leurs priviléges, I’inte- 

_rét particulier et non pas |’intérét collectitf. 


Il faut aller au fond du probleme: on 
a voulu, dans certains millieux, des ma- 


gistrats.mal payés pour avoir une magis- } 


trature au service d’une classe sociale. 
(Tres bien! trés bien!) 

Je n’exagére. rien. Cela résulte des pa- 
roles d’un bourgeois bourgeoisant et miti- 
tant s’il en fut, de M. Thiers lui-méme. . 


M. Thiers, rapporteur général du budget 
our exercice 1832, disait, le 30 déeem- 
re 4832: . 

« Tout le monde reconnait lg modestie 


des émoluments de la magistrature. Ces 


émoluments sont tels, en général, qu’il } 


n’y a que les jeunes gens pourvus d’une 
Fs ion de patrimeine qui puis- 


carriére le moyen 


d’exister, et ik ne fant 
il est bon que la magi 
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al 
ne indépendance. On ne peut don- | 
ner b in propriété de meiltenrs juges que 
la propriété elle-mame. Nous sommes done 


| possible ; nous voulons qu’on donne 4 la 
nation tout entiére les meilleurs juges pos- 
.Sibles recrutés, sans distinction d’origine, 
armi les jeunes gens les plus méritants 
ans toutes les classes de la société. (Ap- 
plaudissements. ) 

Et M. Thiers employait l’expression « in- 
dépendance de la magistrature ». 

Sur ce point, il faut s’expliquer. Indépen- 
dance vis-a-vis de qui ? Je sais trés bien 
que, nourri Ja tradition de Montes- 
bag qui voyatt dans le principe tutélaire 

e la séparation des trois pouvoirs: exé- 
cutif, législatif et judiciaire, la charte fon- 
damentale de la liberté, Popinion républi- 
| Caine a tendance a répondre: d’abord, vis- 
a-vis du pouvoir, 


Nous disons, nous: vis-a-vis du pouvoir, 


mais aussi vis-a-vis de la misére et des ten- | 


tations. Nous pensons qu’au XX° siécle, la 

veritable indépendance doit étre une indé- 

| pendance économique en méme temps que 
politique. : 

Nous ne vous demandons pas seu- 
Jement de recruter les magistrats dans tous 
, les milieux sociaux, Nous vous demandons 
de les mieux recruter qualitativement: 
d’exiger d’eux, non seulement plus de 
Semele morales, mais plus de cul- 
ure générale et une plus ‘grande va- 
leur professionnelle. La licence en droit 
et le stage de deux ans exigés par la loi 
du 20 a¥ril 4810. ne suffisaient pas jus- 
we & une sélection sérieuse, pas plus 


ailleurs que examen infiniment trop fa-.~ 


cile quia été prévu par les décrets de 1808 
et les décrets de 1844. Le niveau des con- 
cours, vous le savez, est spécialement bas 
depuis quelques années; d’abord, parce 
qu'il n’y a pas assez de concurrents, en- 
suite parece qu’on n’a pas su attirer les 
jeunes gens de valeur en feur offrant cette 
rémuneération déeente que nous vous de- 
mandions tout a Pheure. 


— 


Ce recrutement, il faut l’élargir, Vous } 
avez dit vous-méme, par l’apport d’avo- } 


cats. C'est une tradition de tous les régi- 

mes. Au lendemain de la révolution de 

1830, Dupin, batonnier de l’ordre des avo- 

cats a la cour de Paris, fut nommé d’em- 

| ye proctreur général & la cour de cassa- 
ion. 

Sous la deuxiéme République, il v a le 
eas classique de Sénart qui vint présider 
le fameux banquet réformiste de Rouen et 

| gai est devenu d’emblée procureur général 
| prés la cour d’appel de Ila méme ville. 


: Sous l’Empire, Chaix d’Fst Ange, le 


res- 


tigieux avocat d’assises, a été nommeé, en } 
| 1857, procureur général prés la cour im- 


' périale de Paris. 
| Mais il 
histoire; .il fant, 


une fois de plus, 
regarder vers |’ 


. leterre. Dans ce pays, 


les jJuges sont choisis parmi les avocats } 
| qui ont acquis, par ume grande expérience 


u barreau, une situation morale consicé- 
' rable. Ils arrivent, vers l’d4ge de quarante 
/ans, & Punique tribunal de premicre ins- 
tance et a unique cour d’appet qui consti- 
tuent Porganisation judictaire si profen- 
) et démocratique,  c’est-a-dire 

@homme mdr. 


gistrature | 
| tationnelie de Pétite du barreau. 

Et puisque vous n’avez pas assez de ma- 

ats, pourquoi ne prenez-vous 


: -—, 


ment bien jugé jusqu’a résent wils atent 
le droit de dire que Iaebee de cette profes. 


. a 


plaudissements.) 


Croyez-vous, surtout, qu’aux tribunaux 
pour enfants, non pas dans quelques mois, 
hon pas dans quelques semaines, mais de- 
/main méme, les femmes ne_ pourraient 

rendre de signalés et éclatants services ? 

Vous semblez m’approuver, monsieur 
le garde des sceaux ? Alors, il ne doit 
pas y avoir loin de l’approbation a la 
réalisation, et je puis vous demander 
| @aller un peu ol 
cés des femmes a la magistrature que 

dg! débarrasser, par exemple, la cour 
'de cassation d’un quelconque chef de 
l’accusation 4 Riom. (Souwrires.) 

Vous ne manquez pas seulement de 
'magistrats, vous manquez trop souvent 
| @auxifiaires de-la justice, de greffiers. 
| Pourquoi ne pas profiter de l’occasion pour 
nommer des greffiéres qui, bien entendu, 
& salaire égal pourraient vous rendre les 
| mémes services que les greffiers ? 


as 


, 


le garde des sceaux. C’est fait. Une 
} ordonnance du mois de décembre permet 
| dengager des femmes dans les greffes. 
M. Edouard Depreux. Alors nous vous 
|} demandons d’utiliser & fond cette ordon- 
} mance et de ne pas prévoir seulement la 
ossibilité d’employer des femmes dans 
- les greffes, mais de fixer un statut des 
greffieres identique a celui des greffiers. 


M. Charles Laurent, président de la cam- 
mission des finances. Il faut prévoir un 
nouvean slatuf modifiant 
des greffes. 


) 
} 
| 


} 
, 
} 
du recrutement de la magistrature dans - 


L’inamovibilité est un grave probléme. 
Bil faudrait d’abord avoir le courage de 
| regarder les choses en 4ace et de Dien 
différencier les magistrats du parquet des 
magistrats du siége. Il est normal, hon- 
'néte, indispensable que la subordination 
, des magistrats du parquet au ministre de 
‘la justice soit nettement proclamée au 
, grand jour. La démocratie ne doit pas étre 
| confondue avec le pharisaisme, la timidité, 


sion doit étre interdit aux femmes ? (Ap-— 


us vite pour prévoir l’ac-, 


Vorganisation 


M. Edouard Depreux, Enfin, M. Bonne- 
| Vay voyait une troisi¢me cause de la erise 


Suspension de Vinamovibilité sous Vichy. 


ne faut pas voir seulement } 


a Page 


| Yous voyez aussitét le double avantage 
du systéme:: infusion périedique 4 la ma- 
Ire d’un sang mouveau, utilisation. 


j 


| 
) 
| 


; 


. 


a cd in ~ 7 A 3 3 - “4 _— ; > y ; 
*. > al a | a s, 5 ~ 4 _ ~* fo , ; 
r Re Sa ee TERS SY <* < > 
> “ 4 ‘ . , e- 
oe ~, : By, 


¢ | Sours royale 
} dont 15 pre 
: dents de 


la crainte ou Ja pusillanimité. Le ministre 
responsable devant le Parlement, Iuix 
méme mandataire du peup.e souverain, 
telle. est la réghe cu jeu en régime repré- 
sentatif normal, et refuser 4 un ministre 
républicain d’avoir en main ses procureurs 
généraux ef ses procureurs de la Répubii- 
que serait tourner le dos aux nécessités de 
la démocratie moderne et faire le jeu des 
protagonistes de Ja dictature. 


Mais, en ce qui concerne les magistrats 
du siége, it faudra revenir 4 la régle 


: 
_ , _ : “ 2 Tg ae 
, : ye Na ee =e 
; . ; we ‘ ap 


we : o : ‘ vs oy : ’ + : nie oii s 
=~ . ™ norton vee ) " Rial tbe art > } ne “ae — -. i" {hig ' wt we eey wus 
5 ve rr ecbs te thas Ce Ane ae Pe. SOREN et be a he. Seem! OE. ERE PH 
Cag Opae 7) eee : apa Ys : he Aa 


/ 


7 


-~ ‘ or ede de 
« 
- 


’ tion 


' d’indépendance 
comme des forces économiques, 


? 
8a 
ie 
o. / 


i + 


CF ’ —— .* v ai. 


FULMER SS 7 a Pe 
+i es oe 


re Le 


— 


ASSEMBLER | CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE ace SEANCE DU 20 FEVRIER 1045 


_Vouls avez pensé, L.onsieur le garde des 
sceaux, 4 un moyen d’augmenter le nom- 
bre des magistrats disponibles, surtout 

our les cours’ de justice, sans accroitre 

‘effectif. absolu des magistrats, par la pra- 
tique du juge unique. Cette suggestion 


avait été formulée, lors du dernier débat, 


par _quelques-uns d’entre nous, qui - fai- 
saient état d’un certain nombre d’expé- 


-viences. | 


Le juge unique a déja fonctionné en 
matiére de Joyers, de référés, de conci- 
liations. de divorce ot le président doit 

rendre des mesures trés délicates, par- 
ois méme plus importantes que le fond 


du proces, puisqu’elles concernent, par 


exemple, l’attribution de pensions ali- 
mentaires ou la garde des enfants. 


Nous savons que les juges d’instruction 
constituent depuis longtemps a4 eux seuls 
une. juridiction de jugement, puisqu’ils 
ont la possibilité de renvoyer soit en po- 
lice correctionnelle, soit devant la cour 
d’assise, soit de conclure par une ordon- 
rance de non-lieu, soit d’ordonner ou @e 
rejeter la jiberlté provisoire. 


Les juges de paix sont des juges uni- 
ques qui ont donné entiére satisfaction, 
et nous suggérons incidemment que, Sl 
vous étendiez leur compétence, vous ne 
rencontreriez, du colé de l’Assemblée, au- 
cune difficulté aucun ennui — cest le 
moins qu’on puisse dire. (Trés bien! tres 
bien!) | 

Mais vous avez peut-étre été un peu vite; 


- selon nous, il ne failait pas réaliser cette 


réforme. du juge unigue d’une maniere 


~absolue, sans aucune discrimination et en 


dehors d’un plan général de réforme de 
la magistrature. (Applaudissements.) En 
méme temps que vous créiez-le juge unl- 
que, il fallait modifier les conditions ae 
recrutement et d’avancement. 


Pourquoi Je systeme du juge unique 
fonctionne-t-il en Angleterre a la satisfac- 
énérale ? Parce que les magistrats 
sont des hommes dans la force de lage, 
tres expérimentés et parce qu’ils nont 
plus rien a attendre du pouvoir dans te 
domaine de l’avancement. 


Par notre expérience des tribunaux et 
des cours, surtout de province, nous sa- 
vons que la régie de Ja collégiabilité av2c 
le secret absolu des délibérés peut, dans 
une large mesure, constituer une garantie 
vis-a-vis du pouvoir 


Ne tremblez-vous pas, monsieur le garde 
des sceaux, vous gui avez la responsabilité 


@’administrer Ja justice républicaine en 


1945, 4 la pensée que des jeunes gens de 


23 ans, avec Je fréle bagage d’une licence 


en droit et d’un concours facile entre tous 


les concours, vont pouvoir disposer seuis 


' des biens, de la vie, de l’honneur et de 


la liberté de leurs concitoyens ? Je vous 
pose la question; je suis sdr que vous 
éprouverez ces mémes scrupules de cons- 
cience. 


M. Labrousse. La forme dans laquelle le 
décret a été pris n’est pas républicaine. I 


 3’agit d’une réforme de structure. 


M. Edouard Depreux. C’est une question 


. de fond, qui engage tout le débat de ta 
~“réforme de structure. : 7 


M. le rapporteur général. I] est républi- 
in de faire des réformes de structure. 


». Mais l’Assemblée n’a pas 


condultée.. 


tion-méme du magistrat, 


_ 
: 


M. Edouard Depreux. D’autre ‘part, mon- : 
e des sceaux, pete la ‘forma- 
‘Te délibéré est. 


‘vous feriez faire un gra 


une excellente école. Le premier. président 
du tribunal et les juges plus experimentés 
opinent les premiers... Ils apprennent au 
jeune magistrat son meétier. ¥ 


Je vais vous faire une confidence. J’ai 


appris, un jour, il <f a ee si longtemps |. 
ej 


— c’était vers ta fin 37 — que méme 
4 la Cour de caseation cette expérience du 
délibéré était- absolument. indispensable. 


Uni jour, le premier président.de la Cour 


de cassation.avait réuni tous les présidents - 
de chambres dans le cabinet d’un dé vos | 


prédécesseurs, dont j’étais le collaborateur 
intime et fraternel; il leur avait posé ce 
probléme : le ministre des finances ne nous 


-accorde pas volontiers de crédits: c’est 


une tradition. Nous voudrions que la Cour 
de cassation pit expédier ses affaires plus 
rapicement. Ne croyez-vous pas qu’on 
pourrait résoudre le*probléme en augmen- 
tant Je nombre-des chambres de la-—Cour 


- de cassation, mais en diminuant le nombre 


des magistrats attachés A chacune d’elles, 
puisqu’il y en a 18, 20 ou 25? - 

Et 12 procureur général, le premier prési- 
dent et tous les présidents de chambre de 
dire: Cette expérience présenterait un in- 
convénient certain, parce que les magis- 
trats nouvellement nommés 4 la Cour de 
cassation doivent trés longtemps se taire 
dans les délibérés, écouter parler les an- 
clens avant de connaitre eux-mémes leur 
métier. Il y a la encore un stage a faire. 

J’en ai tiré cette conc.usion pratique 
qu’il valait mieux ne pas nommer trop 


| tard les magistrats a la Cour de cassation, 


de maniére qu’ils puissent commencer 
leur stage avant d’étre suspendus a cause 
de la prostate ou de quelque autre incon- 
vénient similaire. (Sourtres.) 


Enfin, pour réaliser des économies, vous 
avez pensé a supprimer un certain nom- 
bre de petits tribunaux. La encore, nous 
sommes obligés de vous dire que nous ne 
pouvons pas étre complétement d’accord. 
L’expérience a déja été tentée en 1926 par 
M. Poincaré: tous les gens informés vous 
diront qu’elle a surtout prouvé 4 quel 
point un grand avocat de Paris pouvait 
ignorer les besoins de la province. 


Il ne faut pas éloigner la justice du justi- 
ciable. Il faut, au contraire, tout faire pour 
les rapprocher. Dans les pays de montagne, 
par exemple, il y a des tribunaux qui n’ont 
pas l’air d’avoir une bien grande activité. 
Mais, Si vous en supprimez quelques-uns, 
vous rendez la pratique de la justice pres- 
que impossible et terriblement onéreuse, 
méme pour Jes finances publiques, car il 


i y a ’éloignement de la prison et du tribu- 


nal, et les témoins perdent des journées 
entiéres pour aller déposer. Il faut, par 
conséquent, agir avec une trés grande pru- 
dence dans ce domaine. 


Vous avez dit que vous aviez l’intention 
de réformer le code de procédure civile. 
Nous aurions aimé avoir quelques préci- 
sions sur ce point. Nous pensons, en effet, 
que la procédure francaise est archaique, 
périmée et qu’il convient de la rajeunir, 


que nos vieux codes poussiéreux ont be- 


soin d’étre aérés. Depuis Napoiéon, quel- 
we transformations se sont produiles 
dans Jes meeurs et dans l’économie. Ce 
qui était peut-étre parfait au temps de Na- 

poléon ne lest plus aujourd’hui., 
M. Charles Laurent, qui connait. bien la 
uestion; a évoqué la réforme des greffes. 
Cette réforme de structure n’est pas pro- 
fonde, mais, si vous supprimiez tout in- 
termédiaire entre les jus ee 
. s “ty ’or- 


iad 


ganisation’ moderne de gh ahs stor Br en 


méme temps qu’a-la probité tout court. 
_ Tout cela, pour vous dire qu’il vous reste | 


une tache immense 4 accomplir dans l’ceu 


f 


= 


4 


a 
. . 
' 
° 


vre de justice républicaine de la’ France 


’ libérée. 


Nous sentons plus que jamais la néces- 


.sité d’une main. plus ferme et plus éner- 


gique pour maintenir le moral du pays. 


A quoi bon le dissimuler: le malaise que 
nous avons signalé au mois de décembre 


‘dernier persiste: Gomme pour l’épuration, 


on a fixé une date limite pour la répres- 


Sion des faits susceptibles’d’entrainer la 


peine de frort. 


Je sais bien que Je communiqué du con- 
seil des ministres a été:mal interprété. 
C'est -peut-étre parce qu’il n’était pas ré- 
digé d’une maniére trés cartésienne. Nous 
yous demandons de bien vouloir nous don- 
ner des apaisements 4 ce sujet. 


La premiére conséquence de ces inquié- 
tudes, c’est que, dans beaucoup de villes 


de province, des faits infiniment regret- ° 


tabies se sont produits. Des personnes qui 
étaient persuadées que la justice ne sévi- 
rait pluS a partir d’une certaine date se 
sont ruées sur les prisons et ont commis 
des actes qu’elles n’auraient pas di com- 
mettre. Nous les .déplorons, nous les flé- 
trissons; mais, si Vous voulez connaitre 
toute notre pensée, je dirai que vous 
n’avez peut-étre pas fait l’impossible pour 
les éviter. het 

Il y a trop de différences dans les con- 
damnations! Quand nous apprenons que la 
secrétaire de Jean-Hérold Paquis est con- 
damnée aux travaux forcés a perpétuité et 
que M. Charles Maurras est condamné 4 
la réclusion perpétuelle, nous sommes, 
comme l’opinion publique, profondément 
troublés. Vous répondez: cela dépend des 
jurés, Certes, les jurés sont tous des pa- 
triotes. Je m’en porte garant: je sais com- 
ment ils sont recrutés et sur la proposi- 
tion. de qui ils sont nommés. Mais d’un 
jury a lautre, il y aura nécessairement 
des jurisprudences§ différentes. Encore 
faut-il ne pas prendre de mesures pour 
accentuer ces divergences. Or; dans le cas 
de la secrétaire de Jean-Hérokd Paquis, qui 
n’était peut-étre pas aussi coupable que 
son patron de ses pronostics sur la nou- 
velle guerre punique.et la nécessaire des- 
truction de la nouvelle Carthage, le com- 
missaire du Gouvernement a requis non 
seulement les travaux forcés 4 perpétuité, 
mais la mort. 


Méfiez-vous. toujours des néophytes | 
Méfiez-vous de ceux qui ont quelque chose 
& se faire pardonner. (Trés bien! trés 
bien -!) Méfiez-vous des gaullistes de la 
treiziéme heure. Demandez-vous si, dans 
leur passé, ils n’ont pas-requis avec trop 
de férocité devant la onziéme’chambre du 


tribunal correctionnel contre des malheu- 


reuX qui avaient acheté une carte de pain 
M. Robert-Pimienta. Ou devant la section 


/ spéciale ! 


M. André Le Trocquer. Certains ont été 
féroces. 


M. Edouard Depreux. Demandez-vous si, 
dans les audiences de Vichy, is n’ont pas, 
publiquemenht, pour flatter les puissances 


du jour, fait preuve d’un _antisémitisme, - 


larvé d’abord, accentué ensuite, antisémi- 
tisme qui, bien entendu, s’est singuliere- 
ment atténué aux grands jours de Stalin- 
grad et d’El-Alamein, (Applaudissements.) 


En ce qui cuncerne Charles Maurras, 
vous ne serez pas étonné que je vous de- 


oe de répondre 4 une question pré- 
cise. ) PEN Noa * 

>| Je veux oublier des faits d’avant la 
} guerre. Je veux oublier l’assassinat de Jau- 
i morte de l’homme qui a-exercé 
la plus grat ence-si fo 3 
| morale et intellectuelle et, par consequent, 


nde influence sur ma formation 
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sur la direction de ma vie. Je veux oublier 
le couteau de cuisine dont ont été menacés 
mes amis et, singulitrement, le meilleur 
@’entre eux; ainsi que les hommes les plus 
représentatifs de cette démocratie chré- 
tienne 4 laquelle vous étes attaché et qui 


constituait pour Charles Maurras une sorte | assure que la question est grave. 


d’injure permanente et personnelle. Je 
veux oubiier les manchettes imbéciles de 
Action prétendue francaise, réclamant 
tous. les jours: « La France seuie », a tel 
point qu’on se demandait s’il ne révait pas, 
pour garder cette pureté chimique, de je 
ne sais quelle construction monstrueuse 
d’Amérique, d’Angleterre’ et d’Allemagne 


e veux oublier tout cela. Mais ie Sais que, 
ar passion politique, sous |’occupation 
itlérienne, M. Charles Maurras a dénoncé 
un certain nombre de patriotes dans l’Ac 
tion francaise. 
Nous avons appris que lun de ces 
’ patriotes, M. Worms, ‘qui appartient a 
une famille ayant quelques titres dans 
Ja Résistance, puisqu’elie est celle du Ca- 
itaine Stéphane, Pun des plus glorieux 
ubérateurs de Paris, apres aveir subi iui- 
méme l’oppression dans les prisons de 
Vichy, et alors que plusieurs membres ‘de 
sa famille se trouvent éga‘ement déportés 
en Aliemagne aujourd’hui, avait été assas- 
siné le 6 février 1944. Un artic‘e falsant 
appel 4 son assassinat est paru dans l’Ac- 
tion francaise du 2 février 1¢44. 
“Pendant les débats & Lyon, un téle- 
gramme du parquet de Draguignan, 
retransme'tant une information du par- 
quet de Nice, a fait savoir que l’assassinat 
était prohablement antérieur a Jl’article. 
Et, -aussitOt aprés les débats, est arrivé un 
télégramme rectificatif affirmant qu’ll 
s’agissait d’une erreur. (Mouvements di- 
vers.) ; 


Voila les faits, teis que nous les avons 
appris ‘es uns et les autres par la presse. 


M. Maro Rucart. C’est le fait nouveau 
qui justifie une revision. 


M. Edouard Depreux. Je ne pense pas 
qu’il soit difficile de savoir la date d’un 
articie de journal. Je suppose que l|’articie 
de l’Action francaise se trouvait dans les 
dossiers. Ainsi on peut constater qu’il 
était du 2 février. Est-il difficile de savoir 
ja date de l’assassinat de Worms? Ceia 
me me parait pas p.us difficile. Le 6 fé- 
vrier, date -symboiique! 

Alors, comment pouvez-vous expliquer 
qu'il ait fallu 4 Lyon un télégramme de 
Draguignan relayant une information de 
Nice pour apporter cette information fan- 
_ faisiste,. qui a eu une influence considé- 
rable sur la décision du jury lyonnais ? 
Ea présence de tous. ces faits, 4 quelle 
enguéte avez-vous procédé? Vous avez 
recu, si mes informations sont exactes — 
et j’ai des raisons de croire qu’elles le 
sont — un rapport: du ecommissaire du 
= ‘prés la cour de justice de 

yon. | 
Je vous pose deux questions. Tout 

d’abord, quelles sanctions avez-vous 
- prises contre le ou les coupables de la 
propagation de cette fausse nouvelle: |’ex- 
& eur du télégramme 
nformateurs de cet 
“bonne foi ? 
ce point. 

Et puis, on a 
donnant matiére 


expéditeur, s’il est 
It faudra vous expliquer sur 


arié d’un fait nouveau. 


é les possibilités tech-' 
| oe 


| 


“aged preserver la France de tout contact.- 


ar exemple, les | 
de | sion que vette vigueur 


Bn procés en revision. | 


‘Lyon, Is vont étre jugés prochainement. 


Qu’est-ce 


: ui vous empéche de faire in- 
cu: 


per M. Maurras de compiicité pour son 


} artiele, qui est bien du 2 février, alors que 


assassinat est du 67? 
Monsi¢uy le garde des sceaux, je vous 


Elle vaut une réponse précise. Il ne 
s’agit pas de nous dire que vous étes 
plein. de bonne volonté, que vous ferez 
pour le mieux, [i faut nous dire, pratique- 
ment, brutalement: j’ai pris ou je prendrai 
telie ou tele sanction; et ensuite: j’ai 
fonmé des instructions trés nettes pour 
Pouverture d’une information aboutissant 
& des conc.usions précises. 


Ne laissez pas dire, monsieur le garde 
les sceaux, que la IV® République était 
belle sous Vichy et a l’époque héroique de 
la ciandestinité! Ne laissez pas aller |’opi- 
mion de ce pays Je déception en déception. 

On a évoqué le drame atroce de la rue de 
Buci. Je peux vous affirmer que plusieurs 
parlicipants de ce drame n’étaient pas du 
tout des terroristes, mais de jeunes patrio- 
tes. L’un. d’eux était le fils d’un de 
mes excellents amis, haut fonctionna‘re du 
ministére-des finances. Aprés avoir été con- 
damné aux travaux forcés a perpétuité, il 
a été éxécuté par les hitlériens. Le .pére et 
le frére ainé ont été arrétés comme otages 
et ont failli étre fusillés a leur tour, a la 
suite de Vatroce affiche que nous avons 


Y Vue sur lcs murs de Paris, annoncant que 


iiésormais les S.S, allaient prendre des ota- 
ges parmi les parents jusqu’au degré de 
cousin et de hean-frére. 

Ces gens étaient des patriotes, mus par 
le plus noble idéal francais. Si, aujour- 
d’hui, ils voient qu’om ne peut pas ré- 
viser., sous la République triomphainte, les 
déeisions de Vichy, quelles déductions en 
tireront-ils? - 

Vous avez rappe.é, en conciusion du pré- 
cédent débat, une apostrophe d’un de vos 
rédécesseurs au ministére de la justice: 

anton. ll y a quelque temps, notre collé- 
gue M. Pau.-Boncour, aux app‘audisse- 


men.s, Vifs et répétés, des quatre-cinquie-. 


mes de l’Assemblée, évoquait les sauvages 
ardeurs du Comité de salut public. Il y a 
des circonstances ot il faut se souvenir de 
la Convention nationale, qui sut galvaniser 
le courage et l’énergie indomptables des 
saldats de l’an II, qui combattirent, selory 
expression immortelle de Jaurés: « avec 
un fusil dans les mains et le grand éelair 
de La Marseillaise dams les yeux ». 


Si les victoires de Fleurus et de Jemma- 
pes ont été possibles, c’est parce qu’a I’ar- 


Tiere, om avait su chatier d’une maniére 
Inexorable jes traitres et les trafiquants du 


marché noir. 


Nous ne demandons pas d’établir la guil- 
lotine en permanence sur la place de la 


‘Concorde. Autres temps, autres mesurs! 
-Nous savons trés bien qu’A cause méme 


des conquétes de cette Révolution fran- 
eaise, aujourd’hui, dans tous les pays civi-. 
lisés, on exige un certain nombre de ga- 
ranties, non seulement -pour les innocents 
, om ient étre victimes d’erreurs ju- 

iaires, Mais méme pour les présumés 
coupables. | | 


Seulement, nous n’avons pas l’impres- 
l’épuration ni gu’elle corresponde 4 un 
plam précis, Nous ne savons méme pas non 


plus quels seront les faits visés et ceux qui 


ne le scront pas, 


ge point ls expetions que vous ne hous | ewan 


goit décisive dans } 


| Votre bu est apparemment | 

arce que l’administration p | 
'de nouveau rattaehée a la justice. 1 
contrairement 4 la tradition Ci 
avait confié l’administration pénitent 
au ministéré de l’intérieur et, peu apr 
| la miliee de Darnand. Nous nous réj 
sons, bien entendu, de ee retour de 
| ministration pénitentiaire a la justice, 
}neus sommes pris dinquiétude én ‘aj 
nant que la population pénitentiaire 
passée de 18.000 détenus en 1939 a 5 
-de nos jours, ce gui pose un ceé 
nombre de problémes. 

Nous connaissens la faillite éclatan 
nos anciennes méthodes pénitentiaires 
comme le disait si noblement M. A 
Philip devant cette Assemblée, dont 
de membres ont connu les rigueurs ¢ 
prison, « la peine de prison ne doit 
porter ni la tuberculose, mi la gale ok 
loires ». Nous voudrions que ce veer 
repris et neltement exprimé par tous. 
plaudissements.) 


| Nous voulons plus d’hygiéne dans 
prison normale. Si des individus ont - 
mis des délits ou des crimes, qu’ils 
soient inexorablement punis en vertu 
textes légaux sans avoir a subir l’al 
promiscuité des prisons. 

En ce qui concerne l|’éducation sur 
lée, qui était jusqu’ici un rameau de 
ministration pénitentiaire, nous yous 
citons de votre ordonnance -du 2 fe 
1945. Ce n'est pas 1a chose nouvelle 
| c’est le retour a Ja tradition de 1936, 
Yon évoquait & Vinstant dans cette 
ceinte, le retour a la grande tradition, 
de deux mais de trois gardes des sce 
réformateurs, MM. Yvon Delbos, Mare 
cart et Vincent Auriol (Tres bien! 
bien!), cest le retour a la grande t 
tion du gouvernement de M. Léon E 
cest le retour aux propositions qui ont 
faites en 1937 par le député Campi 
dont nous regrettons tous, hélas! 
sence 4 Vheure ou la France a beson 
tant de républieains et de patriotes ép 
vés (Applaudissements), et o& nous 
naissons, d’ailleurs, la marque géné 
de celle qui fut sa compagne dans les 
comme dans les mauvais jours. (Nowe 
applaudissements. ) 


J’ai visité, en 1937, toutes les mai 
d’éducation: Belle - Isle - en- Mer, Ani 
Eysses, d’ou j’ai rapporté des visions. 
tesques et un souvenir atroce, Sain 
laire, Saint-Maurice, ou, au contraire, 
nouvelle expérience se déroulait dan 
joie et en plein succés, ou Pancienne 
son cellulaire avait été démelie et ren 
cée symboliquement par un atelier 
déle; Chanteloup, pour les bambins 
moins de ireize ans, or Jai va un Mm 
fique domaine; Saint-Jodard, dans 
-Loire, o& nous pensions — a. cette | 
que, mon cher monsieur ip, faire. 
expérience dans un cadre particulié¢ren 
adéquat.. : | 

J’ai vu, pour les filles, les maisor 
Doullens, de Cadillac, de Clermont, af 
plus horrible encore que celle dk 
| pour les gar¢gons, " 


.. 


: 


& 
~ 


M. le rapporteur général. Elle a été 
mée par M. Vincent Auriol. 4 
M. | | 2 | ux. Jai int 
Pe german ian et | 
@étenus. J’ai parcouru les 
' fiches d fue. tous boa fan 
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ee ie vi ' 
ienere morte », « mére ayant a 
, domicile conjugal », .« pére vivant en 
icubinage ». 


‘oila Je cas de ces enfants, La société 
‘elle le droit de les frapper ? 


*.jous disons — et votre expérience s’en- 
‘e dans cette voie — plus de prisons, des 
‘les; pas d’autre discipline que celle 
; écoles techniques, des lycées et col- 
es ou des anciennes écoles primaires 
rérieures, 

4 


‘xpérience hardie, diront quelques es- 
ts timorés. Pas ‘du tout. Ce nest pas 
> vue de l’esprit. Cette expérience a 
issi partout ot: eHe a été tentée; elle a 
issi-dans Je monde entier, sous les ré- 
1es sociaux et politiques les plus dif- 
ents, en Russie soviétique, dans ces 
nirabies pays scandinaves: Suéde, Nor- 
‘re Danemark, qui sont, sur ce point 
nme sur tant d’autres, 4 l’avant-garde 
progres humain. Cette expérience a 
issi en Belgique, en Hollande, en An- 
terre, en France méme: 4 _ Saint-Mau- 
>», Elle réussit partout ou l’on com- 
nd qu’il-ne s’agit pas de punir mais 
guérir. I] ne faut pas laisser glisser Jes 
‘ants sur Ja pente infernale qui les con- 
t de la colonie pénitentiaire a la prison, 
la prison 4 la maison centrale,* de la 
ison. centrale au bagne et parfois, 
as! a Véchafaud. Il faut savoir substi- 
ra la tendresse familiale défaillante la 
dresse sociale; il faut que-les enfants 
viennent des eitoyens et des travail- 
rs, avec toute l’éminente dignité et 
ite la nobiesse véritable qui se dégagent 
ces deux mots. Il faut soigner, éduquer, 
truire et non plus emprisonner. Nous 
nmes ‘bien d’accord sur le principe, 
st-ce pas ? 


-remiére conséquence: plus de prisons 
és bien! trés bien!), mais des maisons 
ceueil pour les mineurs sauf, bien en- 
‘idu, en cas de crime et sauf — car nous 
sommes pas des utopistes — pour les 
‘ants profondément tarés dont on ne 
it pas espérer. ’amendement, car _ il 
ste un petit résidu @’enfants — peut- 
e 5 ou 10 p. 100 — dont on n/arrivera 
nais a rien faire. Pour ceux-la il faut, 
‘n entendu, prévoir une discipline pius 
‘ére, sinon on ferait manquer - toute 
xpérience. ia 


tes centres d’accueil seront des maisons 
nes, aérées, disposant si possible d’un 
din, d’um internat confortable et riant 
‘les enfants, dirigés par des instituteurs 
dss institutrices, et non pas surveilleés 

des gardiens de prison, pourront se 
sduquer. 


Cel est le point fondamental. Il ne s’agit 
3; de feter ici l’anathéme aux gardiens 
prison. J’ai vu, parfois, avec horreur, 
certain nombre de campagnes démago- 
ues dirigées contre les gardes-chiour- 
| 4 Le mal, ce n’était pas que les 
c ‘fajans de prison se comportaient d’une 
ttaine maniére, mais qu’ils se trouvaient 
ou ils n’auraient pas da étre. (Applau- 
_ssements.) 


Dans ces centres d’accueil, les enfants 
ront examinés par des médecins psy- 
jatres et surveillés par des assistantes 
_ciales. Il faut alors prévoir une triple et 
 inutieuse enquéte: médicale, sociale. et 
2) h istides, a0 | a 


‘fl faudra, enfin, créer partout des tribu- 
ux pour enfants species et non pas 
_‘ulement a Paris. Il semble. que vous 
yez Sheng bainctaegte Par A Bong hs bak 
pn, je me perme ‘insister sur le pro- 

e.de. JVaccession des femmes & la 


comme un leit motiy,- je lisais:, 
ndonné 


7” 


ture saine, abondante-et bien préparée. 


non 


_qu’a présent. 


: Ta | depuis 
istrature¢ pensez-y, je voug en adjure, } tante: 12.000 en 1939. 43.000 en 1943. cer- 


o1 pas en vue. d’une réalisation. 
1950, mais pour février ou. mars 1945. 


} . Quel sera le role du tribunal? Il devra. 
rendre l’enfant a sa famille chaque fois 


que le milieu familial sera assez sain pour 
le permettre. Sinon, il faudra_recourir & 
la liberté ;surveillée, mais sufveillée par 
qui? Je Ja verrais volontiers surveillée par 
les assistantes sociales spécialisées, aux- 


_quelles un stage serait imposé. 


Les enfants sont parfois placés en sur- 


‘Veillance dans des institutions privées. 


Cette solution. peut étre bonne. dans cer- 
tains cas; il arrive qu’elle soit absolument 
détestable. Si. certaines ceuvres sont mues 


par des sentiments philanthropiques aux- J. 


que's }>2 veux rendre hommage, d’autres 
ont pratiqué et pratiquent encore le swea- 
ling-system, percevant l’indemnité allouée 
par ]’Etat et faisant travailler )’enfant, non 
pas a son profit, mais au profit du patro- 
nage. C’est une des formes les plus odien- 
ses et les plus abominables d’exploitation. 
It faut dénoncer sams pitié ces pharisiens. 
Vous savez qu’un décret de 1929 vous per- 
met le contrdje. Il faut l’exercer avec bean- 
coup plus d’énergie qu'il ne l’a été jus- 


Avant de confler des enfants A un patro- 
mage ou a une institution charitable, il 
faut vous assurer des conditions d’instruc- 
tion générale et d’instruction profession- 
nelle qui leur seront données; n’enseigner 
que la couture 4 des jeunes filles, c’est 
Jes exposer, A l’heure de Ja libération, étant’ 
donté ce que sont les salaires dans cette 
profession, & tous les risques- et A toutes 
les déchéances ; c’ést la certitude du retour 
a la prostitution et de l’échec total de 


- expérience. (Applaudissentents.) 


Il n’est pas de solution possible au: pro- 
bléme de )’enfance dite coupable si l’on ne 
permet aux mineurs (d’exercer un métier 
réemunérateur dés qu’ils sont livrés 4 eux- 
mémes. Mais comment connaitre ces mé- 
tiers rémunérateurs? Par une action con- 
juguée avec les ministéres du travail et 
(e-la production industrielle, avec les syn- 
dicats patronaux .et ouvriers qui diront 
quelles professions offrent des déhouchés. 


le probléme, me direz-vous, déborde le 
cadre du département de la justice. Je suis 
tout a fait d’accord, mais il n’est -pas-inter- 
dit de concevoir une formule gouverne- 
mentale qui coordonnerait l’action des mi- 


} nisttres de la justice, de la santé publi- 


que et de ]’éducation nationale, y compris, 
bien entendu, le département des sports, 
car les sports sont un dérivatif nécessaipe 
pour les garcons et pour les filles qui sont 
parfois victimes de certaines dérivations 
d’ordre sexuel. Il faut proclamer ici hardi- 
ment la nécessité d’un plan Beveridge fran- 
cais en vue d’assurer la sécurité sociale. Il 
faut dome chercher 4 abattre les taudis, 


faire reculer l’alcoolisme, la tubercnlose et | 


la ring il faut réserver tous les espa- 
ces libres des agglomérations pour. le jeu 
et les sports. 


Pour cela il faut des crédits. I! faut des 


-erédits pour le compartimentage et- Je 


cloisonnement des effectifs; il faut des 


-erédits pour une répartition judicieuse, te-. 


nant compte de Jl’orientation profession- 
nelle; il 


dits pour donner aux enfants une nourri- 


Je m’adresse maintenant, monsieur le 
ministre des finances, tout spécialement & 
vous. Je voudrais trouver des accents’ pa- 
thétiques pour vous convaincre. Le nom- 
bre des mineurs délinquants s’est acery, ° 
la re, d’une. maniére inquié-, 


aut des crédits pour créer un 
corps de moniteurs éducateurs et d’assis- 
-tantes sociales spécialisés; il faut des cré- - sans 
| renvoyer la suite de la discussion &@ 


— 


pour | 


démission mo 


fainement davantage en*1944 et plus en- — 
core en 1945. Les causes sont évidentes. 
C’est Ja. profonde démoralisation née de 
la guerre et de l’occupation, alors que les 
blessures morales créées par Ja guerre de 
1914 n’étaient pas encore Cicatrisées, la 
e des élites ou, plutdét, dés 
prétendues élites, l’absence au foyer .des 
papas mobilisés, prisonniers, . déportés, 
morts parfois, et puis l’habitude générali- 
sée de tricher, de ruser, de mentir, méme 
pour les motifs les plus hautement pa- 
triotiques, l’habitude de désobéir systé- 
matiquement aux ordres d’un_ gouverne- 
ment d’oppression au service de ]’ennemi 
contre lequel, conforménient aux plus no- 
‘bles traditions républicaines et révolution- 
naires dé ce pays, l’insurrection était le 
plus sacré des devoirs.'Il est parfois diffi- 
cile-&a yn jeune homme de remonter fa 
pente, de bien faire la différence entre ce 
qui était licite, sous l’occupation, contre 
Vichy, contre l’ennemi, et ce qui ne l’sst 
plus aujourd’hui. Le développement de la 
délinqguance des mineurs est un yéritable 
dommage de guerre dont nous devrions, 
si nous en avions le moyen, présenter 1a 
note a Hitler, responsable de la guerre 
elle-méme. 


Dommage moral, hélas! Dommage ma- 
tériel aussi. 


. Nous avons juré de traquer tous les dou- 


‘bles emplois, de vous demander de suppri- 


mer un .certain nombre de directions, 
mais, la semaine derniére, M. Philip 
nous n’avions- pas échangé Ja .moindre 
idée & ce sujet, je l’avais déji noté dans 
mes observations vous a demande, 
monsieur le ministre des finances, car c'est 
4 vous que la responsabilité incombe, 
plus qu’a M. le ministre de la justice, de 
eréer une direction autonome de I’éduca- 
tion surveillée. 

Il n’est pas- possibile que le directeur. de 
Yéducation surveillée, avec les méthodes 
modernes que nous préconisons, soit :e 
subordonné du directeur de |’administra- 
tion pénitentiaire. 11 faut mettre la un 
homme jeune, énergique, ayant-la foi, ca- 
pable d’entreprendre des voyages a |’étran- 
ger, de. suivre les expériences scandinave, 
russe, anglaise, belge, hollandaise, les ex- 
périences de Saint-Maurice aussl. 

Il faut-mettre 1A un homme qui ne s‘o¢ 
cupera plus que de cette tache. 

Je vous assure que ce débat n’aura pas 
été vain si nous emportons la conviction 
que le ministre des finances a compris 
qu’il faut sauver les jeunes gens qui ont 
eu surtout le malheur de naitre pauvres, 
dans un milieu dévasté par la guerre. 

Ma conclusion sera pour vous adjurer, 
monsieur te ministre des finances, de per- 
mettre A M. le ministre de la justice, quel 

u'il soit, de créer trés rapidement une 

irection autonome de Jl’éducation sur- 
veillée. } 

Ainsi nous .aurons démontré que l’As- 
semblée, pour étre consultative, salt par- 
fois donner des avis que le Gouvernement | 
peut et doit retenir dans l’intérét général. 
(Applaudissements.) 


M.. le président. Comme il y a encore 
quinze orateurs inscrits dans Ja discussion 
générale; ’Assemblée voudra, sans doute, 


demain, (Assentiment.) 
| —112— | 
REGLEMENT DE L’ORDRE DU JOUR 
M. le 


wnt. La conférence des pré- 


sidents soumet A l’Assemblée les propysi- 
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tions suivantes pour le réglement de l’or- 
dre du jour des prochaines séances : © 


4° Poursuivre la discussion des budgets 
particuliers-dans Pordre suivant 5 


Ravitaillement, 

Agriculture. 

Marine marchande.- 

Services de la santé publique, 
{nformation}; . 


2° Inscrire em téte de Pordre du jour 
de la séance de demain mercredi la véri- 
fication dés pouvoirs de M.. Alexandre 
Varenne; 


3° Inscrire en téte de l’ordre du jour de 
Ja séance de mardi prochain 27 février Ja 
discussion de la proposition de résolution 
de M. Bendjelloul relative 4 P’éleetorat des 
Franeais musulmans algériens résidant en 
France. 


La conférence des présidents propose, €n 
outre, .A l’Assemabiée de siéger éventuelle- 
ment vendredi prochain pour terminer 
Yexamen du budget du ravitaillement et 
de tenir séance a l’avenir tous les vendre- 


dis pour la discussion des affaires hors [ 


pudget. : 
Personne ne demande la parole ?... 


Je mets aux voix les propositions de Ja 
conférence des présidents. 


(Les propositions de la conférence des 
présidents, mises aux voir, sont adoptces.) 


Mw. te président. En conséquence, demain 
mercredi, & quinze heures, séance publi- 
que: 

Vérification des pouvairs de M. Alexan- 
dre Varenne. 

Suite de la discussion dv budget * 

Justice (suite). 

Ravitaillement. 

Agriculture. 

Marine marchande. 

Services de la santé publique. 

Information. | 

Personne ne demande la parole ?... 

L’ordre du jour est ainsi fixe. 


—nR>- . 
DEPGT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 


Mm le président. Yai recw de M. Jeam Gui- 
-ter et plusieurs de ses collegues. ume propo- 
see de oN go age Aa a Je 

ouvernement a rétablir 7 | ‘ 
sion. entre toutes, les venient Potticlers, 
 Wietimes.de la guerre. ~ | 

Ea propesition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous fe n° 315, distrihuée, et renwoyee 
i la cammissian des prisoaniers et déper- 
tés ef des pensians 
Fat reeu de M. Fules Mock: et plusieurs 


de ses colligues ume prapasition de réso- 
pyro: tendank & imviter fe Sear cenemest 
PEORRAL & ag | 


——__— 2 - 
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La: proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 316, distribuée, et renvoyée 
& la commission des finances. 


J’ai recu de M. Baud et plusieurs de ses 
collégues une proposition de résolution 
tendant 4 inviter le Gouvernement 4 modi- 


ns é commercé, 
La propdsition de résolution sera impri- 


i la commission de coordination des affai- 
res économiques et sociales. 


_J’ai recu de M. Bernard Paumier et plu- 
sieurs de ses collégues une proposition de 
résolution tendant 4 inviter le Gouverne- 
ment a prendre les mesures nécessaires 
} Pour accarder aux vieux travailleurs mé- 

laillés. du travail, sans exception, le béné- 
fice de lallocation aux vieux travailleurs 
établie par V’erdennance du.2 février 1945. 


La proposition de résolution sera impri- 


ala commission du travail et des affaires 
sociales. ~ 


J'ai recu de M. Aurange et plusieurs de 
ses collégues une proposition de résolution 
| tendant a inviter le Gouvernement a modi- 


— 


live du 411 octobre 1944 modifiant la com- 
position, le fonctionnement et les attribu- 
tions de l’Assemblée consultative provi- 
soire. 


La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n® 320, distribuée, et renvoyée 
& la commission du réglement. 


Jai recu de M. Aurange et plusieurs de 
ses collégues une proposition de résolution 
tendant a modifier les articles 42, 43, 44 
et 45 du réglement de l’Assemblée consul-. 
tative provisoire. 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 


: 


| mée sous le r® 324, distribuée ef renvoyée 


& la commission du réglement. 


Jai recu de MW. Georges Cogniot et plu- 
Sleurs de ses collégues une proposition de 
résolution tendant 4 imviler le Gouverne- 
ment & prendre les mesures législatives 
nécessaires: pour faire de l’Ecole libre des. 
Selences politiques une Ecole des sciences 
politiques quk soit mationale et démocra- 
tique par son organisation, son recrute- 
ment et son enseignement. 


La proposition, de résolution sera impei- 
mée sous le n° 322, distribuce, et renvoyeée 
& la commission de Fédueation nationale 

. 2 
7 he 


M. la président. J'ai recu de M. Maurice: 
Guéria un ort fait au nom de la com- 
-Baission de ia réforme de l’Etat et de 
légisiation sur la propesition de résolution. 
de M. Justin Godart comeernant la modifi-. 


 -— 


relative aux’ 


coopératives de consomma- 
tion, | 


* | Le rapport sera imprimé sous le n° 309i} 
| et aisteibé, Eat | 


“ Fai : 


- =: 
i. {62 e) . “ 
, 


” 


ae ee 


. Her la loi du 19 février 1908 en vue. d’assue } 
rer la repeésentatiam des coopératives non 
| agricoles dans les chambres 


race Sous le-n® 347, distribuée, et renvoyée } 

général, un rapport fait au nom de la” 
commission des finances sur la demande | 
d’avis sur le projet collectif d’ordoanance — 


rmée sous Ie n° 318, distribuée, et renvoyée | 


ffer Particle t? de Pordonnance constitu- ' 


cation et la codtfieatier de la législation 


rect de M. Albert ; : wk} la présente in: 
Tae eae te ees tel ee sertion, 


ms 


a 


résolution de MM. Etienne Ga 


sonniers de 
le Midi de 
embarquement pour leurs foyers. 


Ee rapport sera imprimé sous le n° 310 
distribué, ; 


Jai recu de M. André Philip. rapporteur 


et 


portant ouverture et annulation de crédits 
sur l’exercice 1944, 


et distribué, 
+ ka séance est levée. 
: (La séance est levée a vingt heurés.y¥ 


phie de PAssemblée consultative 
provisaire, 


GEORGES. MEYER. 


—— 


Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la séancé 
du 15 février 1945. 


Page 145, 2° colonne, aprés: « Nomina 
tion de rapporteurs »: 


4° Au liew de: « Intérieur et santé pus 
biique », 

Lire: « Agriculture et ravitaillement »7 

2% 9 ligne au-dessous: 

Au lieu: de: « ...par la Chambre @es dé 
putés en 1937 (n® 476) », 


Lire: « ...par la Chambre des députés en 
1937 (n° 178) », 


Designation da candidatures dans les 
commissiong par suite de vaeances., 
(Application de Particle #2 du régiement.) 


Le groupe des  conseillers 
d’outre-mer a désigné: 

4° M. Desetages, pour remplacer, dans 
Ia comamission de la France d’outre-mer, 


généraug 


. | M. Marcel Duclos, décédé £ 


_ 2% M Bendiellout, 
commission de 4 
at « 


la preduection et 
M. Marcel Duetos,, décédé; sae 

3° M. Muselli, pour remplacer, dans la 
commission. des prisonniers et deportes et 
des pensions, M.-Mareel Duclos, décédé. | 


Le groupe de la Résistance métropoli- 
‘taine 2° & fies | | 
 penrplacer,, la ¢o; on 44 
culture et du rg _M. Eberhard, 
démissionnsire de ses femctions de délé. 


Fr remplacer, dans 


. 


Se 


> 
ha 


“ie 


comme ratifiées si, dans les trois j 


gnaire, Pierrg 
Bugeaud, Jacques Benet et Jean Dechartre, — 
tendant 4 inviter le Gouvernement 4 libés © 
rer rapidement les coloniaux anciens pri« © 
uerre, et & les envoyer dans — 
a France en attendant leur | 


id 
| Le rapport sera imprimé sous le n° 319. 
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‘QUESTIONS | -ECRITES 


REMISES AT SECRETARIAT GENERAL ZH 20 FEVRIDR 2945 


- 


PS eam des articles 42 et 43 du réglement ainsi concgus: 


a Art, 


— Tout membre de l’Assemblée peut poser au. Gouverne ment, par écrit et par Vintermédiaire du président de Assemblée, une 


ao sur un sujet d’ordre particulier a laquélle il sera répondu. par écrit, sauf si l’auteur de la.question demande une réponse orale eb si 


Gouvernement l’accepte., 


« Un délai minimum de trois jours. devra s'€couler entre la-question et la réponse, 


« Art, 43. — Les questions écrites doivent ¢tre rédigées en termes concts ne dépassant pas diz lignes ef ne contenant aucune imputatiog 
d’ordre personnel a Végard-de tiers nominalivement désignés., 


« Elles doivent étre remises au secrétariat général de Ul Assemblée wei les communique au Gouvernement dans les formes -prévues © 


Varticle 7 du réglement, 


« Celles des questions pour lesquelles il n'est pas demandé de réponse orale sont insé€rées a la suite du compte rendu in exteng0; 
elles y sont a& nouveau insérées avec les réponses écrites faites par les MERITS interessés ». 


EDUCATION NATIONALE 


. 146. — 2 février 1915. — m, André Baud 
demande 4 M. le ministre de Véducation na- 
tionale si des d-spositions ont €t€ prises, 
pour l’annce sco.aire 1045-1946, en vue de 
remcdier a la pénurie grave de manuels sco- 
laires existant actuellement dans les classes 
d’enscignement primaire et secondaire, 


> 


FINANCES . 


147. — 20 février 1915. — M. Jean Odin 
Signa‘e 4 M, Ie ministre des finances qu’unc 
-veuve de nationaité étrangére, résidant en 
“France, recoit par succession, d’un étranger, 
un avoir en Amérique; ne provenant pas de 
France; et demande si. dans ce cas, une dé- 
claration* d’avoirs a I'éiranger doit ¢tre faite. 


INTERIEUR 


~ 448, — 20 février 1945. — M, 
ee a M. te ministre de 


on 8 Nes préfets. a 
, certa.ns fo 
nStitut urs pgs mun 
a commune m il s’acquit 
ebiigations professionnelles. 
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Joseph Denais 
Vintérieur si 
investir, 


clion aires re tamment des 
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‘| 1.200 kg 
drophile, etc., -jetés en. 


‘aucune attribution de charbon ni 


‘que pour 


‘Imaison 
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lenteurs du déchargement, alors que douze | 
auraient da suffire), ila renoncé a prescrire 
un deuxiéme convoi, en sorte qu’un millier 
“de tonnes de pommes de sige logées sous 
hangars couverts en tdle ou deja chargées 
dans des bateaux, ont été gelées et sont 
comp:étement pourries. 


. 151. — 20 février 1945. — M. Joseph Denais 
demande & M, le ministre du ravitaillement 
s’il voudra bien ne pas oublier, dans la pro- 
chaine répartition du charbon, qu’A Paris et 
dans:sa banlieue il est des dizaines de mil- 
liers d’isolés qui n’ont ni gaz, ni électricit¢ 
et qui, depuis de longs mois B ideo? requ 
e bois. 


SANTE PUBLIQUE 


152. — %) février 1945. — M, Jos@ph Denais 
demande a M.-le ministre de la santé publii- 
uels motifs la maison maternelle 


nationale de Saint-Maurice a été choisie 


comme relais -des produits pharmaceut 


impomés d’Amérique pour les régions 
trées ; qutis sont les. fonctionnaires de ladite 
& cette-occasion, ont bénéficié. 
d’augmen Sa oe traitement malgré que des . 
fonctionnaires nouveaux aient été nantends et 
quelles sanctions ont été ou seront. prises 
contre “les responsables du_. gaspilage de 
au moins de pansements, coton hy- 


ier sur la pelouse 
la neige, au devel et 


‘TRAVAUX PusLies. rT } TRANSPORTS | 


du parc et abandonnés- 
a leurs conséquences. 


Pa ae 


ont été réoemment 
= é lex bes r rayant 


rieeé tif 
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| tifs . trente- 
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REPONSES DES MINISTRES 


AUX QUESTIONS ECRITES 


MINISTRE D’ETAT 


111. — M. Emmanuel d’Astier expose a M. le 
ministre d’Etat, chargé des relations avec 
Ea pretecnnt consultative que l’article 19 de 

‘ordonnance du 41 octobre 1944 prévoit que 
« l’avis de V’Assemblée doit,. sauf cas de 
nécessité constatée par décision du Gouver- 
nhement ,mentionnée dans les visas, étre de- 
mandé préalab!ement & Vadoption de- toute 
législation touchant au statut des libertés 
individuelles, A lVorganisation des poduvoirs 
publics: et a la structure économique et so- 
ciale du pays»; et demande pour quels mo- 
uatre ordonnances intéressant 1e 
statut des libertés individuelles, l’organisation 
des pouvoirs publics ou la structure écono- 
miqué et sociale du pays; ont été promulguées 
entre le 30 octobre 1944 et le 2 février 4945, 
sans que Vavis de l’Assemblée ait été. de- 
mandé. (Question du 43 février 1945.) 


Réponse. — Dés le 3 février, — cin jours 
donc avant. que M. Emmanuel d’Astier ait 
eee sa question — le président de 1’Assem- 
consultative avait. Au nom du. eau 
représenté . au président, du» Gouvernement 
rovisoire que _ trente-quatre Cee anes. 
dont il donnait la ERATED ENT ETE, avaient, a 
tort suivant lui, 6té promulguées.sans consul- 
tation préalable. Le cas sowlevé parle bureau 
de PAssemblée et Pin, 3 ‘que la question de 
“M,. Efmmanuel d’Astier pose ne font qu'un et 
comportent nécessairement méme ~ e. 
Cette eéponse a été faite hn le Lepage: are de 
Gaulle au président dé l’Asse “Ht peut 
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FEVRIER 1945 


Po 


pony ga eh que toute législation rela- 
tive exercice de ceriaines libertés touche 
au statut des libertés individuciles ? que toute 
ordonnance concernant des institulions touche 
4 Vorganisation des pouvoirs pubiics? et que 
toute réglementation économique ou sociale 
motiifie la structure économique et soc.ale du 
pays? L’admettre, serait pratiquement rendre 
générale ur le Gouvernement TVobligation 
de consuller l’Assemblée, ear il = a pour 
ainsi dire pas de projet qui, de prés ou de 
loin, n’ait de répercussions dans l’un ou 
Vantre des domainés en cause. Ce qu’il était 
sage de vouloir, c’est que nolre régime poli- 
lique, économique ct social ne pat étre mo- 
dine, dans ses bases ou ses données essen- 
-tielles; sans que l’Assemblée fat consultée. 
Ii s’imposait que les régles fondamentates qui 
protégent la liberté des citoyens, les lois pro- 

ement organiques des pouvoirs publics et 
fa charpente de notre syst¢me économiquc 
ne pussent étre changées inconsidérément. 
Mais l’orfdonnance d’octobre 194% n’a nutic- 
ment prescrit que, pour de simples modatités 
de ces régles ou lois; pour des détails de 
’'édifice économique, le pouvoir du Gouver- 
nement de légif¢rer soit subordonné a un avis, 
La meilleure preuve & en donner, c’est |’in- 
. terprélation qui avait été admise a Alger de 
ce pouvoir. L’obligation de consulter l’Assem- 
blée n’est pas en effet une innovation de 
Vordonnance d’oclobre: elle a été introduite 
par le décret du 29 avril 1944 et pour les mé- 
mes matiéres: liberlés individuelles, organi- 
sation des pouvoirs publics, structure écono- 
mique ou sociale du pays. Or, sous le régime 
de ce décret, ont paru des ordonnances telles 
que celle du it* mai sur la réquisition des 
avoirs en or, des avoirg a l’étranger et des 
avoirs en devises ¢trangéres, celle du 22 juin 
relative aux organismes dits « comilés d’or- 
ganisation », celle du 20 juin réprimant les 
faits de collaboration, celles encore du 
méme mois fixant le statut de l’administra- 
tion préfeectorale, Organisant des commis- 
sariats régionaux de la République et les 
forces francaises de Tintérieur. Pour au- 
cune d’elles, Jlavis de JlAssembiée -n’a 
été sollicité. Les trente-quatre ordonnances 
postéricures au 30 octobre 1944, qui sont 
incriminées, sont de méme nature. Peut-on 
prétendre que le statut des .libertés indi- 
viduelles ait €té mréellement affecté, lors- 
qu’une ordonnance du 20 novembre a pres- 
crit V’annulation de certaines condamnations 
ou gu’une autre du 7 décembre a donné au 
ministre délégué en Afrique du Nord certains 

uvoirs du ministre de l’intérieur, ou corsque 
’ordonnance du 45 janvier 1945 a prescrit des 
déclarations aux détenteurs d’or et de valeurs 
étrangéres? Touchait-on a lorganisation des 
ouvoirs publics, le 9 novembre, en auymen- 
ant la proportion des membres du conseil 
d’Etat qui peuvent étre nommés au tour de 
Vextérieur; le 22 novembre, en définissant le 
domicile électoral des militaires, réfugiés ou 
déportés, ou le 18 décembre en organisant le 
volte par correspondance? Assurément non. Ni 
les facilités de crédit accordées le 6 novembre 
4944 aux entreprises industrielles et commer- 
ciales, ni les modifications minifmes apportées 
Je 5 décembre a la composition du conseil 
deqyren de lg Ranque de France, ni méme 
es modalités prévues le 48 janvier 1915 pour 
la désignation des artisans membres provi- 


soires des chambres de métiers reconstituées, 
n’ont porté atteinte & la structure économique 
et-sociale du pays. Les ordonnances relatives 
aux hhouilléres du Nord et aux usines Renauit 


ont, maigré leur importance, comporté plu- 


tot la sovwwlion partielle de cas particuiiers 
qu’apporté une nouvelle formule de slruciure. 
Les diverses ordennances qui ont concerné 
des institulions judiciaires, n’ont pas créé de 
délits nouveaux. A Alger, elles avaient élé 
comprises parmi celles pour qui lavis de 
l’Assemb.ée i’est pas obligatoire. Une ordon- 
nance du 26 décembre a, il est vrai, modifié, 
en les codifiant, certaines dispositions rela- 
tives & lVindignilé nationale et touché ainsi 
aux liberiés Individuelles; mais le Smee 
juridique nduveau que Vl indignité nationale 
cconstitue n’avait trouvé place dans une or- 
donnance prise 4 Alger, qu’aprés consullalion 
de l’Assemblée, et aucun changement essen- 
liel n’y a été apporté. Remarques semblables 
peuvent élre faites am sujet de maintes autres 
ordonnances. Par contre, un projet iel que 
celui relatif aux comiltés d’entreprises, qui 
modifie dans leurs bases mémes les rapports 
du capital ct du travail, a été, comme ii con- 
venait, soumis pour avis 4 l’Assemblée. Le 
Gouvernement n’entend nulliement se sous- 
traire a l’obligation qu’il s’est fa.te 4 lui-méme 
par l’ordonnance du 141 octobre. I] entend 
seulement la tenir dans les limites voulues. 
It comple. aussi user, chaque. fois qu'il le ju- 
gera profitable, de la faculté que Il’article 18 
de Vordonnance lui ouvre de demander, sur 
teutes maliéres, Vavis- de l’Assembi¢e. Le 
Gouvernement pense coemprendre ainsi saine- 
ment son role législatif provisoire. » 


INTERIEUR 


109. — M. Degliame demande a M. le mi- 
nistre de Vinterieur qui a pris posilion en 
faveur du principe de la dénonciation des 
contraits de concession des services publics: 
si les expériences préliminaires de réquisi- 
lion des. entreprises concessionnaires dans 
cerlaines régions ont donné un résultat favo- 
rable et nolamment si la réquisition de~la 
société: de lélectricité de Marseille est jus- 
qu’a présent une opération bénéficiaire pour 
le Tresor public. {Question du 8 /évrier 1940.) 


Réponse, — Différentes collectivilés iocales 
ont manifeslé leur désir de reviser les con- 
[rats qui les lient, pour la gestion. de leurs 
services publics, & des entreprises privées. 
Certaines municipalités ont méme, dés la 
libération,. procédé a Véviction des représen- 
tants locaux des entreprises concédées et 
pris dés mesures de réquisition, Les condi- 
lions d’intervention de. telles mesures, moti- 
vées dans de nombreux cas par les senti- 
ments antipatriotiques manifestés par les res- 
onsables des entreprises concessionnaires ou 
urmiéres, ne vont pas sans soulever, en prta- 
lique, des questions particuliérement com- 
plexes, Ces derniéres refiennent actuelle- 
ment toute Jlattention du Gouvernement. 
Mais elles ne pounront étre utilement mso- 
lues qu’aprés des études approfondies portant 
sur les divers aspects économiques, finan- 
ciers et sociaux qu’elles revétent. Afin d’exa- 
miner les différents problémes posés et de 
proposer des selutions au Gouvernement, 
dans le plus bref délai possible, une com- 


Mission comprenant des représentants des 


g | 


> 


ministéres iniéressés vient d’étre constitué 
En outre, une commission d’enquéte — ¢é 


— a commencé ses travaux sur 
tamment a Marseille. Les 

queiles certaines co!lectivités 
couru ne 
qui seront susceptibles 
en effet des mesures -provisoires qui ne pe 


uisitions au 
ocales ont- Fr 


mettent pas de regler les conditions défir 


lives de l’exploitation, ni wd pecteysn plein 
ment les avantages: que les départements 


les communes pourront relirer de la gestic 


en régie direcle de lewrs services publics. — 


GUERRE 


83. — M. Joseph Denais demande a M. 
ministre de la gu@rre si des instruclions oj 
€té données pour que les prisonniers ¢ 
guerre, évadés ou libérés, soient exemptés ¢ 
mobilisation en qualité de spéciadlistes. (Que 
tion du 6 février 1945.) 


Réponse. — La situation des’ prisonniers ¢ 

armée de terre soumis aux obligations mi 
taires, récupérés au cours de la libération « 
territoire métropolitain, a fait Vobjet d’u 
arrété en date du 4 aont 1944. En ce qui co} 
cerne tes réservistes, des classes de 
deuxiéme réserve et des classes 
diaires, il a été prévu qu’ils seraient dém 
bilisés. Pour ce qui est de ceux des class¢ 
jeunes de la premiére réserve, des homuneé 
de la disponibilité et du servéce actif, j 
bénéficient d’un congé de durée indéterm 
née. Ce personnel resle-d la disposition ¢ 
Vautorité militaire, qui ne peut procéder 
leur rappel qu’aprés un délai de trois moi 
comptant du jour de l’arrivée de l’intéress 
dans sq résidence. En oulre, une instructid 
récente en date du 7 janvier 1945, pee 
aux commandants de _  région;, 
« qu’il ne devait élre procédé ‘au rappel dé 
eX-prisonniers que 
aprés épuisement de toutes les autres re 
sources oOffertes par les classes respective 
des jntéressés et en commencant par ceu 
dont la date de libération est la plus é!0 
onée ». 


RAVITAILLEMENT 


94. — M. Tollet demande a M. le minist 
du ravitaillement s’il cst exact qu’un ha 
fonctionnaire de son administration soit j 
tervenu pour s’opposer a larrestation d’u 
antien directeur des corps gras au minister 
du ravitaillement, membre du P, P. F., po 
teur de la francisque, et qui s’était fait re 


marquer par sa propagande en faveur dé 
aéparts en Allemagne. (Question du 6 /févrieé . 


1945.) 


Réponse. — Il est exact qu’un employé dj. 


comité central des corps gras a été arré 
par 1a police, dans les bureaux de ce comil 
Les inspecteurs de police, quand ils se so 
présentés, ont informé de leur mission 

ministére, dont un haut fonctionnaire s’e 
aussit6f rendu auprés du juge d’instrmuctio 
pour s’informer de 1a situation. Ils ont er 
Suite accompli leur mission. Une instructio 
est en cours, 
suspendu. 
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PRESIDENCE DE M. FELIX GOUIN 


La séance est ouverte 4 quinze heures. 
dD cin 


PROCES-VERBAL 


M. le président. Le -procés-verbal de la 
Sanaa séance a été affiché et distri- 
u 

ll n’y a pas d’observation ?... 

Le procés-verbal est adopté. 


sions A aia 
EXCUSES ET CONGE 


M. ile ésident. M. Pascal Copeau 
s’excuse de ne pouvoir assister la 
stance de ce jour. 

M. P.-O. Lapie s’excuse de ne pouvoir 

assister 4 la,séance de ce jour et demande > 


Il n’y a pas d’opposition ? 
Le congé est accordé. 
ie 3 on 
DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE ‘RESOLUT ION 
~  (Rappel.) 


Je -rappelle. que j’ai recu, au cours de. 
| ja se nte Seance : | 


‘De M. Jean Guiter os dn der de ses. 
une. résolution 


. | a 
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. + 
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‘tendant A rétablir l’éga i io snaion en- 
tre. uae, Noe res ’officiers, victimes | 
Ses ret defor “Cor on 

sorts et es came 


“ 


tendant a assainir la circulation. fiduciai 
et la situation monétaire, a lJutter cont! 
le marché noir, a confisquer les profi 
illicites et a dégager des ressources exce 
tionnelles pour la reconstruction, renvoy 
a la commission des finances ; 

De M. André Baud et plusieurs de 
collégues, une proposition de _ résoluti 
tendant a assurer la représentalion | 
coopératives non agriceles dans les cha 
bres de commerce, renvoyée a la com 
sion des. affaires économiques” et sociale 

De M. Bernard Paumier et plusieurs | 
ses collégues, une proposition de réso 
tion tendant a accorder aux vieux trav: 
leurs médaillés du travail, sans. exceptiq- 
le bénéfice de l’allocation aux vieux 1 
vailleurs, renvoyée a la commission |} 
travail et des affaires sociales ; | 

De M. Paul Aurange et plusieurs de ¢ 
collégues, une proposition de résoluti 
| tendaat 4 modifier l’article 47 de Vord« © 
nance constitutive du 11 octobre 1944, n — 
difiant la composition, le (onetionnern 4 
et les attributions de V Assemblée cons 
tative provisoire, renvoyée 4a la comin : 
sion du réglement; 


De M. Paul Aurange et plusieurs de } 
collégues, une. proposition. de résoluti se 
tendant a modifier les articles 42, 43, 
et- 45 du réglement de l’Assemblée cons - 4 
tative provisoire, renvoy¢ée a la comm ~ 
sion du réglement ; 


De M. Georges Cogniot et plusieurs de 
collégues, une pe ekg de résoluti _— 
| tendant a. pl as 
po politig 
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SEANCE DU 2 


os 
1 FEVRIER 1945. 


seal hall 
4 VALIDATION DE. POSVOIRS 

(Discussion des sonsiusions du 4¢ bureau.) 

- Wi. le président. L’ordre du jour appelle 

Pexamen des conclusions 

sur la désignation de M. Alexandre Va- 
nne.. 

Le rapport a été inséré 4 la suite da 
compte rendu in extenso de la séance du 
43 fevrier. 
 Vetrée 4° bureau conclut a la validation. 


La parole est 4 M. Costa. 


M. Costa. Mesdames, messieurs, au nom 
ée la Résistancd extra-mélropolitaine, man- 
alé par elie a l’unanimité de ses mem- 
res, J interviens au sujet de la validation 
le M. Varenne pour presenter les. observa- 
ions suivantes. Bi 

Avant toute chose, je tiens a déclarer 
jue la personnalité méme de M. Alexandre 
yarenne n’est pas en cause dags le débat 


st que le groupe de la Résistance extra-meé-. 


ropolitaine, par ma voix, éiéve une pro- 

estalion non contre la persennalité de 

. Varenne, mais contre ce qu’ll croit étre 
Violation de Pordonnance constitutive 

2 notre Assemblée. 

En effet, article 5 de l’ordennance du 
décembre 1943 spécifie: 


« Les 21 représentants des organismes 

Résistance extra-métropolitaine sont 
oisis par les déiégueés de la Résistance 
ctropolitaine 4 raison de: 2 parmi les 
ganisations de Résistance de l’Algérie, 
parmi celles de Tunisie, 2 parmi celles 
Maroc, 5 parmi les Comités francais a 
stranger, 8 — les personnalités qui 
t participé a la resistance des colonies, 
raison de 1 pour lA. O. F., 2 pour 
. E. F., 1 pour VImdechine, 1 pour le 
meroun, i pour la Nouvelle-Calédonie, 
pour Madagascar et i pour l’Océanie. » 


, est ce dernier siége qui nous intéresse. 
Tous les délégués qui ont été désignés 
squ'a ce jour représentent la résistance 
s colonies et ont toujours pris part effec- 
ement a une résistance dans ces colo- 
s. C’est pourquoi les délégués des co- 
2s déja représentées, coniormément -é 
ite ordonnance, ont toujours été choisis 
ni vg lager 8 ayant effectivement 
ticipé a la résistance de ces. colonies. 
"ar conséquent, le délégué de l’Océanie 
eut étre choisi que parmi les person- 
ntés qui ont effectivement participé 4 
résistance de cette colonie, ce qui n’est 
le cas de-M. Varenne. — bes es 
groupe de la Résistamce meétro- 
itaine, ayant 4 étudier le dossier de 
Héressé, a omis de faire appel. a notre 
upe, qui connait bien les personnalités 
TEmpire, et omis aussi de convoquer 
ia réunion les trois’ représentants que 
§ avions mandatés auprés de lui et ce 
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‘bien voulu le re 


mM. Atexandre Varenne. Je demande la | 
parole. | 


@. te président. Monsieur Varenne, il y 
a plusieurs orateurs inscrits. Ne convien- 
drait-il p< » qu’ilg interviennent avant vous, 
de répondre en 
bloc a leurs ervations ? 


WM. Alexandre Varenne. Cela ne me pa- 
rait pas utile, monsieur Je président. 


M. le président. Selon le désir de M. Va- 
renne, gui est en cause, je lui donne im- 
médiatement la parole. : 


_M. Alexandre Varenne. Mesdames, mes- 
sieurs, je m’excuse de retenir durant 
quelques instants l’attention de |’ Assem- 
biée sur un sujet 4 la vérité futile, qui 
n’aurait.pas dQ provoquer de débat, 

Je viens d’entendre la protestation for- 
mulée au nom du groupe de la Résistance 

tra-métropolitaine. 

Je commencerai par examiner, aprés no- 
tre collégue, le texte qu’il vous a Iw. Ce 
texte porte: - 


« Les délégués de la Résistance extra- 
métropelitaine sont désignés par la Résis- 
tance métropolitaine et choisis parmi Jes 
personnalités qui ont participé a la ré- 
sistance des colomies » et non pas « de 
la colonie’» ou « dans la colonie ». 

_ J’ai,.moi aussi, l’habitude des textes et 
je crois he pas me tromper. 

En tout cas, sil s’agit de la résistance 
des colonies, j’ai bien le droit, puisque les 
circonstances m’y obligent, de parler. de 
Ja mienne. J’étais, en 1940, délégué élu 
du Tonkin au conseil supérieur de la 
Franee d’outre-mer. Lorsque s’est dessi- 
née 4 horizon la menace d’agression ja- 

onaise, j'ai di — certains d’entre vous 
e savent — multiplier les efforts et les 
démareches pour tenter de prévenir cette 
agression et, si~elle se produisait, de la 
contenir. A la vérité, mes démarches n’ont 
pas abouti, vous savez pourquoi: parce 
qu’elles étaient faites auprés d'un gouver- 
nement décidé a Ja capitulation. 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Et a la trahison! 


M. Alexandre. Varenne. Si vous le vou- 
lez; je ne vous contredirai pas sur ce 
point. . 

J'ai été recompensé de cet effort, que 
je croyais utile -& Tintérét supérieur du 
pays, par ma révocation, par le gouver- 
nement de Vichy, de mes fonctions de 
délégué au conseil Supérieur. J’ai, d’ail- 
leurs, été réintégré dés la libération. 

De tels actes peuvent-ils étre interprétés 
eomme des actes de résistance des colo- 
nies? Vous ap ierez. Mais ce que je 
voudrais bien, c’est que personne ici n’ett 
Vimpression que j’ai essayé d’entrer dans 
eette Assembiée par effractian. 7 

Voici les faits, voici les dates. J’avais 
pensé, au lendemain de la réunion de 
cette Assemblée que, peut-étre — on a 
tout a lheure 


— ma 
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un siége alors vacant, pour 
pas de candidat 
novembre que 
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we 


| votre @ neus acceptons 
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f bow ay pour 
-yveaw annoneciateur de la‘ victoire 
| sur le nazisme 
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if y | dévoués,- 


tél¢gramme et qui, tous, représentent Jes 
 yreabes de la Résistance, me cablaiéent ;: 

« A la suite de votre cable si: confiant, 
sommes henorés et heureux de vous in- 
de grand cceur 
votre > $i sincére de représenter notre 
es! agape lointain 4 VAssemblée con- 
s uve provisoire. Vous connaissons 
‘comme unm ami vrai de la France d’outre- 
mer et savons que ferez impossible 
pour donner Océanie francaise, ralliée, dés 
2 septembre 1940, au général de Gaulle, 
la piace & laquelle elle a droit dans les 
conseiis de la France nouvelle. Votre: nal- 
liiement de la premiére heure a la Résis- 
‘fance, volre expérience celeniale sont jes 
.sQrs garants q notre pays sera digne- 
ment représenté. Vous prions insister pour 
représentation élue permanente, et res. 
pects dévoués. » 


Suivent les six signatures. 


Messieurs,' en cet état le dossier arrive 
au secrétariat général du Comité national 
de Ja résistance qui, sans observation, lie 
transmet au. groupe de la Résistance mé- 
tropolitaine. Celui-ci en Uélibére, adopte 
a son tour la candidature, procéde a la 
désignation indiqu¢ée par le texte que j’ai 
eité; cette délibération est transmise an 
bureau de lAssemblée. M. le président 

roclame le-nom du délégué désigné et 
Yon va ensuite devant le 4° bureau de 
Assemblée qui, a son tour, ratifie, cons- 
tate qu’aucune protestation ne figure au 
dossier, qu’aucune candidature n’a été pré- 
sentée 4 cette date du 13 février et vous 
propose la validation. 

Je ne sais si, dans une affaire de ce 
genre, ja qualité. peut compenser la quan- 
tité. Mais ce que je sais bien, c’est que 
le département des colonies n’a pas jugé, 
quand je lui ai demandé de transmettre 
mon télégramme, que je fusse inéligible, 
non plus le gouverneur de la colonie, ni 
les délégués de la Résistance en Océanie; 
pas davantage Je secrélariat général du 
C. N. R., pas davantage le groupe de la 
Résistance pepesmnentenre pas davantage le 
bureau de l’Assemblée ni votre 4° bureau. 
Alors ? On fait état maintenant d’une doc- 
trine différente. Elle émane du groupe, 
assurément trés qualifié, de la Résistance 
extra-métropolitaine. Mais jal bien ke droit 
de dire que, avee-de telles garanties de 
loyauté et de sincérité, je ne saurais en 
aucun cas -accepter I® reproche d’aveir 
brusqué les choses puisque, 4 l’heure ou 
le 4° bureau s’est prononcé, le 13 février, 
ni en Océanie, ni ici, aucune candidature 
n’avait été annoncée; en tout cas aucune 
candidature me pouvait produire, comme 
je le fais en ce moment, l’aeceptation des 
groupes qualifiés de l’Océanie. 

Ce n’est pas tout. Lorsque les groupes 
qui m’avaient désigné ont eu connaissance 
par la radio de la proclamation de ma dé- 
signation a l’Assemblée, ils m’ont envoyé 
le télégramme suivant: 

« Par radio-Brazzaville, avons appris 
hier.soir votre nomination. Sommes heu- 
reux:- celte nouvelle qui fait suite 4 notre 
échange de cables de nevembre. Yous re- 
nouvelons avec grand plaisir nos senti- 
ments d’entiére.confiance, certains que 
vous ferez impossible pour donner Join- 
taine .Océanie, mais frangaise de equr, 
belle place GRoaneny, 4158 nouvelle: com- 
munauté impériale.“ Veuillez agréer, avec 
nos’ souliaits Tes meilleurs pour Pam nou- 
s sineéres el 


Vive la France, vive de Gaulle, 
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puis trois mois — « vous devriez attendre 
que puissent se concerter le po de la 
‘Résistance métropolitaine et le groupe de 
la Résistance extra-métropolitaine »,. 

J’en suis bien faché, j’ai consenti déja 
plusieurs ajournements, je ne consentirai 

as celui-la, L’Assemblée se prononcera. si 
la demande d’ajournement est maintenue. 
J’ai été mis hors du débat. C’est cependant 
de moi_qu’il s’agit (Rires). On m’a fait 
beaucoup de compliments. J’y suis tres 
sensible. Mais enfin, messieurs, s’il vous 
plait, ni fleurs ni couronnes. Je vous de- 
‘mande de parler franc, de ne pas biaiser, 
de ne-pas prendre de détours, de ne pas 
rester dans l’équivoque. 

On dit: « Nous ne demandons qu’un 
ajournement w» Si l’Assemblée votait au- 
jourd’hui l’ajournement, j’en tirerais la 
conclusion nécessaire et je remettrais im- 
médiatement ma démission entre les mains 
de M. le président. 

Donec, finissons-en! Prenons une. déci- 
sion. | 

Si l’Assemblée ne me suivait pas, j’en 
serais évidemment étonné, un peu peiné 
aussi, en raison de l’accueil extrémement 
amical et a ae que j’ai recu sur 
tous les bancs et dans tous les groupes 
qui la composent. 


M. Mare Rucart. Nous sommes unanimes. 


M. Alexandre Varenne. J’en serais dé- 
solé, surtout, pour les braves gens qul, 
comme vous l’avez vu, m’ont si spon- 
tanément accueilli, avec un. élan du 
ceur qui m’a beaucoup touché, et qui 
pourraient, c’est assez naturel, prendre 
ombrage d’un ajournement ou d’une inva- 
lidation — pour moi, c’est la méme chose 
— qui paraitrait leur infliger un désaveu 
qu’ils -n’ont ‘pas mérité. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Robert- 
Pimienta. 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Quand je m’élais. 
fait inserire pour prendre la parole et ré- 
pondre aux observations qui seraient faites 
en faveur de l’ajournement au nom du 
eroupe de,la Résistance extra-métropoli- 


taine, je m’élais imaginé que ces observa-. 


lions séraient moins minces qu’elles ne 
ont été et je ne savais pas que le prin- 
cipal intéressé, notre collegue M. Alexan- 
dre Varenne, y répondrait d’une facon 
aussi péremptoire. i 

11 me reste tout de méme 4 vous signaler 
ufi fait. Au groupe de la Résistance meétro- 
politaine, qui est désigné et qualifié pour 
choisir le représentant de |’Oceanie, j’ai eu 
W’occasion et Vhonneur de soutenir, au 
nom de la fédération républicaine, la can- 
didature de M. Alexandre Varenne.- A ce 


moment-la, les candidatures nouvelles aux- - 


quelles fait allusion.le groupe de la Résis- 
tance extra-métropolitaine ne s’étaient pas 
manifestées, On He peut pas Opposer a un 
candidat élu des candidats dont la pré- 
sentation a été postérieure 4 son élection. 


Le probléme n’existe pas davantage que | 


celui de Savoir si un candidat qui a fait 
de la résistance dans les colonies n’est pas 
recevable pour une candidature pour la- 
quelle on demande une personne ayant 
fait de la résistance,“non pas dans une 
colonie déterminée, Mais dans les_colo- 
‘nies. ; : 


Par conséquent, j’estime, avec-mes col-. 
des appl Sun Gav ae ae 

on, que la question qui est po 
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ident. La parole est aM. Ger- 


légues, dont les applau 
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légue qui m’a précédé sur l’interprétation | 


ee; l’ordonnance constitutive de l’Assem- 
de, 


Celle-ci, comme vous l’a dit M. Costa, 


|} précise que les délégués de la Résistance 
-extra-métropalitaine sont choisis parmi les 


personnalités qui ont participé a la. résis- 
lance des colonies. Les colonies sont'en- 
suite citées nommément et parmi elles, 
l’Océanie. , 

Il s’agit surtout de retenir l’esprit de 
onnance. La premiére ordonnancte 
qui avait été prise précisait que les délé- 

ués de la Résistance extra-métropolilaine 
étaient choisis parmi les personnalites qui 
avaient participé au ralliement des colo- 
nies, Ce texte a été modifié parce qu'on 
s’est apercu qu'il n’était pas possible d’in- 
clure la représentation de l’Indochine. 
Mais je ne pense pas qu’on ait voulu en 
modifier l’esprit. 


M. Jacques Debd-Bridei. C’est au Gouver- 
nement de le dire. 


M. Roger Gervolino. En fout cas, c’est 
mon opinion et elle est partagee. 

Ce que je veux dire a l’Assembleée, c’est 
que le sol-disant comité de résistance de 
Tahiti, consulté au sujet de la candidature 
du délégué de l’Océanie a l’Assemblée, ne 
représente pas la rési$tance tahitienne. 
I} ne la représente pas parce qu’il n’est 
pas celui qui a fait le ralliement de l’Océa- 
nie frangaise en 1940 et qu’une grande 
partie de ses membres n’étaient méme 
pas des résistants. 

Ce comité n’est pas celui de 1940, d’abord 
parce qu’un certain nombre des membres 
de l’authentique comité de résistance sont 
partis comme volontaires au front dés le 
début de 1941, ensuite parce que, pour 
des fips que j’ignore, le gouverneur de 
Tahiti a dimogé la plupart des anciens 
membres et lesa remplacés par des hom- 
mes & lui, choisis par lui et sans consul- 
tation de la Résistance. 


M. Antoine Avinin. La-bas aussi ? 


M. Roger Gervolino, Oui, la-bas aussi. 

En résumé, l’actuel comité de résistance 
d: Tahiti est composé dans sa presque to- 
talité de résistants intéressés de la trei- 
ziéme heure, qui se sont découvert des 
titres de résistance que lorsqu’il n’y a plus 
eu aucun danger et lorsqu’ils ont été bien 
sirs qu’il n’y aurait plussde départ pour 
le front. 


M. Jacques Debd-Bridel. Alors, demandez 
invalidation de leur candidat! 


M. Roger Gervolino. Mais, me _ direz- 
yous, pourquoi la population n’a-t-elle pas 
protesté ? 3 

Elle n’a pas protesté, d’abord, parce 
qu’il lui aurait fallu entrer en conflit avec 
le gouverneur et elle avait bien d’autres 
soucis, notamment celui des hommes qui 
tombaient chaque jour sur le front; en- 
suite parce*que Tahiti, qui avait rallié la 
France libre a la suite d’un vote au: bul- 
letin secret qui avait donné 99,50 p. 


des suffrages au ralliement, avait bien 
vite terminé son épuration et que, n’ayant 
plus a résister 4 personne, le comité avail — 
perdu sa principale raison d’exister:-TIl 
u ala population tahi- 
ou telle person- 


Importa.t donc 
tienne que ce fat- telle 
nalité qui-en fit partie. 


| ‘Les vrais résistants sont. ceux ie 
‘partis au combat et dont 60 p. 100 déja 


100 


les. grands mutilés de guerre 


ment, en raison de 


qui sont 


ne reverront jamais leur ile natale. Leurs — 
voix, ce sont. celles que vous entendez 
monter des tombes encore fraiches de Li- ~ 
bye, de Bir-Hackeim, de Tunisie, d’Italie 
et de France} - | 

Ce sont celles des survivants du batail- 
lon du Pacifique, de ces héros qui, depuis 
quatre ans, malgré leur infériorité numés - 
rique et matérielle, ont su forcer la vic< 
toire et n’ont jamais connu la défaite. | 

Ce quiils veulent, c’est étre représentés * 
od une personnalité de chez eux et c’est« 
len 1a l’esprit de l’ordonnance constitu- 
tive de cette Assemblée. Ils rappellent, 
a ce propos, qu’entre l’Indochine et Tahiti, 
il y a plusieurs milliers de kilométres. 

Iis objectent qu’ils n’ont jamais été in- © 
formés' du rejet des candidatures de 
MM. Rollin et Ravel, qui furent a. Tahiti — 
des résistants de la premiére heure et qui . 
partirent volontaires dans les rangs du_ba« 
taillon du Pacifique. 

lls présentent maintenant, en insistant 
vivement pour qu’elle soit retenue, la can... 
didature du capitaine Hervé, résistant de 
juin 1940, volontaire du batzaillon du Pa- 
cifique, blessé et fait prisonnier 4 la sor- 
tie de Bir-Hackeim et qui, aprés s’étre 
évadé trois fois et avoir rejoint son ba- 
taillon aprés dix-huit mois de caplivité, a 
fait les campagnes d’Italie et de France. 
Le capitaine Hervé, gui porte plusieurs 
palmes a sa croix de guerre, vient d’ob- 
tenir la Légion d’honneur a Strasbourg. 
(Applaudissements.) 

Je me fais ici l’écho de la voix de ces 
hommes et je vous crie: Attention! 

Ils vont bientdt rentrer chez ‘eux, Dir ils 
seront écoutés et entendus. Et si vous, 
mes chers coli¢gues, n’avez pas su en- 
tendre leur voix, ja France pourrait peut- 
étre avoir 4in jour a s’en repentir. (Applau- 
dissements sur divers bancs.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Le- ; 
bon. : 


M. Lebon. Mesdames, messieurs, lorsque 
le cas de M. Alexandre Varenne est venu 
devant le bureau auquel j’appartiens, le 
13 février, nous avons été amenés a expri- 
mer notre opinion, étant saisis de deux 
pieces seulement. | 

Laspremiére était une lettre trés bréve ; 
du groupe de la Résistance métropoli-} 
taine, indiquant que M. Varenne était cane 
didat au siege de l’Océanie. La seconde, | 
yp n’était pas dans le dossier, mais dont 
ii a été donné connaissance par. un de nos } 
collégues qui avait accepté le mandat de 
la transmettre, était une protestation éma-< 
nant du bataillon Pacifique, protestation | 
absolument parfaite dans la forme. 

Dans cette protestation, on présentait la | 
Aontre-candidature de M. le_ lieutenant 
Hervé, dont il vient d’étre parlé. 

Lorsqu’on “lit ses états de service, on 
ne peut que s’incliner devant cet homme, } 

On a di@— et M. Varenne me permetira 
d’affirmer que ce ne sont ni des fleurs, ni | 
des couronnes — qu'il n’y avait pas de | 

uestion de personne dans cette affaire. | 

est certain. Il y a,-d’un cété, un .cane | 
didat présenté par un groupe d’hommes 
qui, depuis des années, se sont arrachés — 
4 leur foyer et qui, tout au’ long de 
20.000 kilométres, ont égrené leurs effec- 
tifs dans de. rr gy Rem Sa . de Vaue. 
tre une perso | dont toute | 


IS cantize palitiaas ont Mie. Ae 
a carricre poulique est faite de probite 
et dont la place s’impose ici immédiate- ~ 
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_ ASSBMBLEE CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 21 FREVRIBR’ 1945 _ 


_ —_ —- —— oe el er 


Tene att 
des Etats-Unis a *égard des affaires a’. 


rope. 
: Pest seulement aprés. les délibérations 
du bureau que j’ai appris, d'une part, que 
‘la candidature de Varennes avait été 
soumise aux établissements de |’Océanie 
-des le mais de navembre et, d’autre part, 


-gue cette candidature avait été ratifi¢e par | 


les organismes. de. résistance institués h- 
bas. 

Yous comprendrez alors la divergence 
entre l’attitude que j’ai eve et celle gue 
je vais prendre. . 

A la reunion dw bureau, n’ayant devant 
mor les deux pitces. dont jai parle, 


-je métais abstenu. Be mo je vais | 


voter la validation de Varenne. Mais 
jajoute, pour étre tout a fait abjectif et 
sincere, que je ne le ferais pas avee la 
rae me qualité si je navais la certi- 
tude — et je regrette que M. le ministre 
des colonies ne soit pas. présent pour con- 
firmer que j’ai raison d’avoir cette certi- 
de -— que, comme le communiqué du 
-econseil des ministres @ hier nous en laisse 
-entrevoir ha possibilité, le Gouvernement 
fera le néeessaire pour gue, trés rapide- 
ment, le deuxiéme eandidat vienne sieger 
parmi nous. (Applaudissements.) 3 


M@. te président. a parole est 4 M. le 
‘BR. P. €arriére. 


MM. le R. P. Anselme Carriere. Je me per- 
mets d’ajouter quelques ebservations 4 
celles qui viennent d’étre presenteées, car 
Ja question de.principe qui nous est sau- 
Iaisee est trés grave. : 

Ht a été affirmé que la personnalité de 
M, Varenne n'était pas. em cause. Je crois 
que c’est lavis unanime, 

Mais il y a um fait regrettable: c’est que 
le groupe de la Résistance métropeohtaine 
ait pris une telle décision sans méme con- 
suiter le groupe de la Résistance extra- 
métropolitaine, qui avait pourtant son mot 
4 dire dans les cireonstances présentes. 


Jai assisté & toutes les opérations de 
nomination et de validation des membres 


de |’Assembliée depuis la constitution de 
celle-ci. H a toujours été fait application 
du principe posé par l’ordonnance consti- 
‘tative de notre Assemibbiée. Hl s’agit, an- 
jourd’hui encore, de respecter ce principe. 
. $i Fen s’en tient 4 cette ordonnanrce, que 
Pon vient de nous lire deux ou trois fois, 
iM semble qu’il y. a un -mangue de bon 
sens a désigner comme reprysentant de 
oo um homme qui ny est jamais 


On peut sans doute demander une mo- 
-@ification des ordonnances. Mais c’est 1a 


une autre question. 
Les termes de l’ordonnance constitutive 

de notre Assemblée doivent £tre respectés 
“et, dans ces conditions, je m’associe aux 
paroles qui ont été pro ées par 
' MM. Costa et Gervolino, au n0m 
tokégues de la Résistance extra-métropo- 


| M& le président. La parole est & M. Pri- 


satin 


Htaine. (Applaudissements sur divers. 
-Dancs.) | : 


.i 


& Ws |. 


: 
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la candi 
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MM. Rollin et Ravet, et quien dépit de 
Cc 


plusieurs démarches, effectuées par mei- 
méme et par M Ferri¢re, alors président 
du groupe de la Résistance a b Assemblée, 
pest n’avens pu obtenix de réponse a leur 
sujet. : 

Je m’associe aux déclarations faites par 
M. le R. P. Carriére et par des erateurs 
récédents, pour confirmer |’état d’esprit 

ceux qui avaient & Alger la eharge 

@examiner les dossiers de caniidature: 
nous avons toujours essentiellement tenu 
compte de Pétat des services rendus dans 
la eolonie intéressée, au moment du ral- 
liement-ou dans la Résistamce, par les. can- 
didats proposés. ) 

C’est. fidéTe 4 cet esprit que je ne voterai 
pas la validation de M. Alexandre Va- 
remne. (Applaudissements.) 


M. le président. La parole est a Mme 
Couette, rapporteur du 4° bureaw. 


Mme Marie Couette, rapporteur du 4° bu- 
reau. La candidature de M. Varemne @ été 
soumise & Pexamen du 4 bureau par le 
groupe. de la Résistance métropehtaime, 
conformément a Particle 5 de Perdon- 
nance du 6 décembre 1943. 


Aucune pitce pour ou contre la candi- 
dature: de. M. Varenne ne figurant au dos- 
sier, nous avons envisagé sa validation. 
Foutefois, une lettre a été apportée au bu- 
real, au cours de sa séance — comme 
vient de l’indiquer un de nos callegues — 
propesant, au nom de POcéanie, Ia can- 
didature du. lieutenant Robert Hervé. Cette 
candidature n’a été soumise au 4 bureau 
par aucun organisme de la Résistance, 
contrairement au texte du réglement. 


Une discussion s’est engagée 4 locca- 
sion de eet acte de candidature; elle a 

orté, notamment, sur le texte méme de 
‘article 5 de Pordonnance du 6 décembre 
1943, qui fait allusion aux « personnalités 
qui ont participé a la résistance des colo- 
nies ». 

Est-ik néecessaire @’avoir vécu dans ces 
colonies peur y avoir utilement organisé 
la résistance? Telle est la queshen que 
s’est posée votre 4° bureau qui, en reé- 

ense, a comsidéré que l’on pouvait fort 
jen avoir favorisé de loin la résistance 
@une colonie. (Mowwements divers.) 


M. le président. Messieurs, je vous prie 
d’écouter Mme Couette. 


M. Florimoud Bonte. Nous faisons, nous, 
en France, de la résistance pour les co- 
lomies. 


Mme Couette, rapporteur du 4° bureau. 

Du fait. qu’il n’y avait. pas d’opposition a 

dature de M. Alexandre Varenne, 

le 4° bureau a conelu 4 sa vakdatien et 

m’a priée de demander 4 PAssemblée de 
confirmer cette décision. 


M. Marcel Poirmhhauf. Je demande la 
parole. ff 
M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Poim- 
beeuf. eae 2 | 
M. Marcel Po | Je tiens & Signaler 
qv il s’est > a2 Sela du 4° bureau, 
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Ce mest danc ni-une questian de 
sonne, Ak Une question de i qui mm 
cite. 4 interven dans ce déhat. } 

i S agit, 4 mon sens, d’un probléme de 

par = 


texte dent on a rappelé, taut a rite. 
dispésitionps essentielles. Je les ai mei- 
méme precisées au sein du bureau, en 
marguant, comme !’a fait tout & Pheure 
notre collégue M. Robert Prigent, que le 
cas de M. Varenne est absolument sans 
ody yey, car, jusgu ick, les candidats ont 
onjours été désignés- par les colonies inté- 
ressées, 

Je mat changé davis, ni sur la Jogi- 
que, ni sur l’mterprétation de l’orden- 
nance qui est notre régle a tous, quels 
que soient nos sentiments envers teHe ou 
telle personne. C’est pourquoi, comme au 
bureau, je déclare qu'il m’apparait que la 
candidature de M. Alexandre Varenne est 
irréguliere et que, dans ces conditions, je 
ne puis voter sa validation. 

M. le président. Je rappelle que j'ai été 
saisi par M. Costa d’une demande d’ajour- 
nement, combattue par M. Alexandre Va- 


Frenne, qui souhaite que PAssembtée se 


promonce sur le fond. 

Par ailleurs, je fais observer 4 l’Assem 
bice que tous les orateurs qui se sent 
succedeé 4 cette tribune ont abordé le fend 
du probleme. | 

Dans ces conditions, il m’apparait pins 
simple, phus elair et plus net que l’Assem- 
biée se prenonee sur les conclusions du 
bureau, qui tendent 4 la validation, (A4s- 
sentiment. ) 

S’ik n’y a pas d’opposition, je vais donc 


—~Inetire aux voix les conclusiens du qua- 


wiecme burean. 


J’ai été saisi d’une demande de serutin 
public. 


Conformément aux dispositions de Par- 
ticle 4 du réglement, le scrutin doit avoir 
hev a la tribune. 

Ik va donc étre procédé A l’appel nomi 
nal de MM. les délégués. 


Le serutin est ouvert. 


(Le serutin @ lieu &@ la tribune dans les 
formes réglementaires. Quvert &@ quinze 
hewses cinquante minutes, il est clas @ 


‘Seize heures cing minutes.) 


BUBGET DES SERVICES CIVILS 
POUR L’EXERGICE 1945 


(Suite de ta discuesion.) 


_M. le président. Je propose a l’Assem 
blée de powrsuivre, pendant que s’opére le 
dépourllement du scrutim, ko Dincuelanac is 
Pavis sur Ye projet d’ordonnahee pertant 
fixation du budget des services civits pour 


-Fexercice 1945. (ASssentiment.) 


Justice (suile). 


M. le président. Dans sa. précédente 
séance, l*Assemblée a commencé examen 
z dget de la iustice. | 

‘< arole, dans Ja discussion géné 
est » Mme ‘pelacnse, . sane 
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A dix-huit ans, en effet, il ne peut s‘agir 
@e criminels invétérés, Phomme ne porte 
pas encere sur ses épaules ce lourd poids f 
de passé dont 4 lui est difficile de se de- 
barrasser apré cinguantaine et l’on peut ; 
enoore e tous les redressements. En: 
fait, la piupart des enfants ou des adoles- ; 
cents condamnés par les tribunaux pour ; 
mineurs sont des jeunes, abandonneés par ; 
leur familie, _ ont vagabondé et qui 
ont volé. Plus de 50 p. 100 de ces condam- | 
nés sont coupables de vol. Les autres deé- 
lifs sont les incendieg volontaires, les 
coups et blessures, les outrages publics a - 
ja pudeur, mais en quantité et en propor- | 
tion beaucoup moindres. Ces enfants, ees 
adelcscents qui passent devant les tribu- 
‘Maux spéciaux, peuvent étze sot tout sim- 
plement rendus A ja liberté, soit mis aun ; 
régime de la liberté surveillée, soit confiés | 
a des patronages privés eu A des maisens } 
de redressement d’Etat. C’est seulement de 
ces derniéres qu’il sera question dans mon | 


> 


—- 

teconnaissons tout de suite que leur ré- ; 
pulation est maivaise. La presse, le 
théatre méme ont pepularisé ja notion des : 
bagnes d’enfants et, ce faisant, la presse 
et le théatre ont beaucoup plus. cherché 
le succes facile que la vérite. il n’y a point. 
a l’heure qu’ii est de bagnes d’enfants, il 
n'y en a plus. Certaines maisons de redres- 
sement sont méme fort bien organisées. 
M. André Philip et un autre de nos collée- 
gues ont cité Saint-Maurice, que j’ai visité 
moimméme et qui est, en effet, une fort. 
belle réalisation.. On parle beaucoup en, 
France d’établissemenis similaires de- 
Russie serichigne et de Belgique. On a 
peut-étre trop tendance a ignorer les réus- 
sites francaises. Cet état d’esprit doit étre 
changé. 


M. Mare Rucart. Tres bien! 


Mme Delaunay. Mais il faut reconnaitre 
que toutes nos maisons de redressement, ’ 
ou, si l’en veut, nos établissements d’édu- | 
cation survegillée, n'ont pas atteint le 
méme degré de perfectionnement, de « mo- 
dernisme » que Saint-Maurice, 4 la Mothe- | 
Beuvron, dans le département de Loir-et- 
Cher, et nul ne peut contester qu’il y ait! 
encore beauceup a faire en ce qui concern. | 
les méthodes et surtout le personnel. . 

Les maisons de redressement posent un ‘ 
probiéme général ae les psychologues - 
appelient un « probléme de transfert ». I 
faut penser, en effet, pour le résoudre dans ' 
son ensemble, gue tout homme cherche - 
censciemment ou inconsciemment son plai- . 
sir ou son bonheur, ces adolescents. phus | 

ue les autres et il s’agit de leur donner | 


~ 


_— = 


‘gutres plaisirs, d’autres bonheurs, d’au- | 


tres attraits dans Ja vie oe ceux qu’ils 
ont trouvés jusqu’a présent dans le vol ou | 
dans le vagabondage, peut-ftre tout sim- ; 
Son parce qu’iis n’en ont pas connu . 
‘autres. | 
“be ‘plaisir, le bonheur qu’il est le plus 
facile de leur procurer immédiatement est | 
eut-étre celui, de l’exercice physique et | 
u sport. En fait, l’expérience prouve | 
qu’ils aiment Ja gymnastique, qu’ils ado- 
rent le foot-bal] et tous les sports d’équipe. 
C’est une 
il faut faire la base de notre systéme d’édu- 


cation, si hardi ay cela paraisse 4 pre- 
ae vue, En = t, libre. physi physique 

un moyen | ue, sans 
doute, mais: “moral et nul 


majs aussi 


i physique, 


| Vinstruction générale qui, comme I’éduca- ; 


partieularité trés heureuse dont | 
temps des maisons de redressement, Ces } da 


ork dey fatigués par les occ 
ty 


d’att 
le port ret Je cf : 
(Ay ; regrets On se = 


EE 


ede nos 


e nos ee — 
gu’on ne pense pas quaks B01 . 
chez ces jeunes geps qui sont, somme 
— comme jes axtres. f : 

‘expérience prouve quils sont 
dans ie dout coname les autnes et qne. . 


quand ils jouent en championnat avec d'au- 4 


tres é€quipes, ils mettent meme une sorte | 
de point @honneur 2 jever plus franc jen ; 
encere que leurs adwersaires. 5 

Je crois done, comme conséguence pra- ' 
tique, qu’id faudrait doter chacum de nas! 
étabhssements d’éducatien surveillée d'un | 
terrain de sport, et cela peut paraitre révo- ' 
Intionnaire en un temps ou toutes mos 
écoles n’en ont pas encore. 

Mais je crois gu’is sont plus utiles [4 | 
qu’ailleurs et quis sont plus faciles a 
réaliser, car je ne Veis pas pourquoi on’ 
n’oceuperait pas ces enfants et ces adoles- | 
cents & ja construction, A la Préalisation de 
leurs propres terrains. C’est une be 
qui certainement leur plairait et leur p- | 
nerait ces joes je pariais itont a | 
Vheure et qu'il faut deur trouver. eh 

Je crois aussi qu'il faudrait doter cha- 
eun de ces ¢tablissements d’un professeur 
d’éducation physique spécialisé. A i’heure | 
qu’il est, et méme dans ies meilleures mai- : 
sons de redressement, cemame Saint-Mau- 
rice, ilm’y a pas de professeur d’éducation ' 
Ce sont Jes éducateurs qui: 
jouent ce role. — 

Or, les membres de celle Assemblée qui | 
gardent le souvenir de leurs études ef en 
particulier des sports et de J’éducation phy- ' 
sique gu’iis fatsaient dans les établisse- | 
ments secondalres ou primaires supérieurs 
savent bien que le plaisir, le goft que - 
lon y prend et les bienfaits qu’on en tire 
sont, 14 plus qu’aillenrs, fonction du mai- 
tre. 

Je crois donc que, dans les maisons de 
redressement, il faudrait des professeurs 
d’éducation physique excellents, non seu-. 
lement du point de vue sportif, cela va 
de soi, mais aussi du point de vue moral, | 
car je suis convaincue qne ce sont euk | 
qui auront influence la plus grande sur | 
leurs éléves. ; ae 

Les techniciens que j’ai consultés me di- 
saient en effet: ce qui compte aux yeux 
de nos éléves, c’est le prestige sportif; 
homme qu’ils écoutent le plus volontiers ° 
est celui qui est capable de réaliser. dans : 
ce domaine-la une performance. Le maitre | 
d’édueation physique peut étre, non pas ° 
accessoirement .mais principalement, un ’ 
excellent maitre de redressement moral. 

Cons got sont capables de remplir excel- , 
lemment cette tache sont rares, je le sais ; 
et je touche ici te probléme du personnel, ° 
sur lequel je reviendrai tout 4 P’heure .en | 
traitant la question dans son. ensemble. 


Je passe maintenant 4 la question de. 


tion phys! ue et le sport, ne me paraif. 
pas avoir dans les maisons de redresse- 
ment une place suffisante, | 

Le temps qui lui est consacré varie d’une | 
heure a deux heures dahs les emplois du . 


néralement en fin 


heures sont gét 
un moment oQ les enfants | 


‘apres-midi, 


fessionnelles, Ils n’y spporten t aus ped 


$ qu'il y a JA quelque chase de 
: ine ad escen. e Ai 0 Ww 


pri ar équipe et de solidarité. Ces dienfaits | 
Al sent 
: : comme nous 


7-ace 


{i Sage sous un certain 


} €n 


; redressement. Les jeunes gens ies 


~- 


Les adolescents coupaiaes se trouvent, 
en effet, devant les joies de la connais- 
sanee, devant jes joies de ila‘ lecture, 
powurnians nous trouver de- 
une chambre an trésor dont la porte 
serait fermée a clef. . 
eepeniant parfaitement 
expérience mantre a tous 
ceux qui ont Glevé des enfamts qu’elies 


Vous savez a les petits de cing ou six 
ans Vous ndent « pourquoi » et 
« comment » et se réjouissent quand vous 
leur répondez. Et vous savez qu'il y a des 
enfants de dix ans que l'on ne peut sortir 


de leurs livres parce quills sent véritable< — 


ment passionnés de lecture. 

Ces joes Qui paraissent, si on les emvi- 
in angie, de hautes et 
pures joiés intellectuciles, sent cependant 
si largement et si prefondéafent lieées 4 
notre humanité que mos petits les cher- 
chent par une sorte d’anstinct. 

Seulement, ceux dent news panions n'ont 
oo eu de parents et souvent n ont pas eu 

maitres pour Jes leur faire connaitre. 
i appartient aux éducateurs qu’ils auront 
flans les maisons de rediressement de leur 
ouvrir la perte qui cache ces trésors. 

Si ces éducateurs savent leur mélier, 
ils arrrveront certainement a leur faire: ai< 
mer ta lecture, a leur donmer ja joie de la 
connaissance et & ljeur ouwrir jes plus 
beaux et les plus nobles sentiments. 

Ces enfants sont si capables de les éprou- 
ver que jé vous en donmneral immédiate-« 
ment mn exenxple caractéristique, c'est la 
magnifique fleraison de patriotisme qud 
j’on a constatée dans Jes établissements 
d@’éducation surveifiée pendant les quatrd 
années d’oppression que nous venons de 


i vivre. 


Le direcieur de Saint-Maurice me. racon- 
tait avant-hier qu’um jeune délinguant 
s’était engagé dans la milice — comme if 
y en a tant, vous le savez — et était revenu 
voir ses camarades en uniforme avec le 
gamma sur la peche; et le directeur ajou- 
tait: « Personne n’a voulu-iui serrer la 
main et j’ai été obligé de l'éloigner, ils 
Vauraient assommé ». : 

A ce sujet, je veux ouvrir une parene 
these pour mettre en garde les services 
C étents eontre une erreur qu’on -est 
rain de commettre: celle de mettre 
dans les maisons de redressement les res 


nonciateurs. 

Qn veut en imposer deux a Saint-Mau- 
rice, un venant de Blois et l’autre d’Or- 
léans. Le directeur est réticent et je le 
comprends, ses popuies ne veulept pas 
avoir chez eux de dénonciateurs; ils les 
supporteraient difficilement et 
n’y gagnerait rien. 

En fait, on constate quelque chose dé 
touchant quand on visite Jes maisons ee 

$ 
évolués ont ile droit d’orner leur 
petite chambre comme ils le veulent. Et 
vous n'imaginez pas ce qu'il y a de por: 
traits du général de Gaulle, de croix dé 
Lorraine, en fleurs de papier, et de « V x 
 réalisés de la méme-facon. : 
£n voyant tous ces insignes, je demane- 
is au directeur si seg 
réeHement a ce point « résistants » pen- 
dant t’occnpation, Il me ré 
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- téressés$ et-nul ne-contestera que l’amour 
. de la patrie est. de ceux-la. RI 
‘- - [i suffit de les leur faire connaitre, non 
as Lauours: mais souvent. Je crois que 
‘institateur, I’éducateur, est bien placé 
pour cela, 4 condition d’étre bien choisi, 
car il faut’ toujours en revenir 1a. C’est 
‘un probléme dé personnel qui se pose, 
je le traiterai tout 4 l’heure dans son en- 
semble (Applaudissements.) 

J’aborde maintenant la question de la 
formation professionnelle. .. : 

La formation professionnelle est celle qui 
est le mieux donnée dans nos maisons 
de redressement ‘et dans nos maisons 
d’éducation surveillée. On y consacre cing 
& six heures par jour. Il y a parfois.des 
ateliers qui, par l’outillage, par l’ordre et 
la propreté qui y régnent, ne le cédent 
en rien & ceux de nos écoles profession- 
nelles, de nos écoles de commerce et d’in- 
dustrie. | 

Et c’est trés bien ainsi! Il faut nous 
en mga La formation professionnelle, 
en effet, donne a ces jeunes un moyen 
de: gagner leur vie, indispensable 4 la 
sortie de l’école. Mais elle fait plus que 
cela & mon-sens. J’estime qu’il faudrait 
y songer, et surtout que devraient y pen- 
ser ceux qui en sont chargés. 

Cette formation professionnelle réhabi- 
lite ces adolescents 4 leurs propres yeux. 
Elle peut leur donner Je sentiment qu’ils 
sont capables d’exceller en quelque chose, 

» Bors sont capables, par a dans le 
- domaine: du travail du bois, dans la pra- 
tique du tour ou de l’ajustage, de devenir 
des. maitres, et des maitres de valeur. 

Quand on pense a tout ce qu’il faut 

arfois d’habileté manuelle et de rouerie 
intellectuelle pour voler, on peut imaginer 
ha ces mémes qualités intellectuelles et 

e dextérité manuelle appliquées a l’exer- 
cice d’un métier peuvent donner des ré- 
sultats magnifiques, dont beaucoup d’en- 
fanis dits moyens ou normaux ne sont 
pas capables. 

En fait, dans une écolé bien menée, les 
pupilles, dans la proportion d’une moitié, 
parviennent a passer le certificat d’apti- 
tude professionnelle; c’est la un fait de 
Statistique connu, C’est dire que les pu- 
pilles peuvent, en sortant de l’école, oc- 
cuper un emploi d’ouvrier spécialisé, et 
gapner leur vie beaucoup plus largement, 
dans certains cas, que le maitre. d’atelier 
qui leur a appris le métier. 

Il serait bon, ‘je crois, que cette spécia- 
lisation orientée vers l’apprentissage de 
tel ou tel métier fait entreprise en tenant 
compte de la possibilité de redressement 
moral que permettent les différents mé- 
tiers. Or,.cette possibilité n’est pas égale 
pour tous. 

Le travail en usine ou 4 la chaine est 
sans joie et méme parfois rebutant; il 
risque de-causer 4 ces jeunes des décep- 
tions que, peut-étre, ils ne pourraient pas 
supporter. ll vaut mieux les orienter vers 
des métiers of ils auront la joie de créer 
et. de réaliser des @uvres individuelles qui 
porteront jeur marque. bie 
—- C’est pourquoi je préférerais, pour eux, 

+-Partisanat au travail aux piéces; et ceci, 
: He une autre raison encore : c’est que 
- . Jartisanat se pratique souvent 4 la cam- 


-Tuption que dans les grandes villes. 


Le travail aux champs sérait méme un_ 


mais ces jeunes — 
‘ois quarts, des ci 
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risquerait des déconvenues et il ne: faut 
pas trop pousser dans ce sens, quelque 
désir théorique qf’on én ait. 

Ainsi, la formation professionnelle a 
our but de permettre a l’enfant, non seu- 
ement de gagner sa vie, mais aussi de 
reprendre conscience de lui-méme, de re- 
prendre conscience des valeurs qui don- 
nent a chaque vie humaine sa fixité. 

Ce n’est pas n’importe quel maitre 
d’atelier qui fera sentir cela a ses éléves; 
aussi tout le probléme du_ personnel, 
méme celui-du personnel le plus techni- 
que, est-il, dans ces écoles, une question 
grave, qui présente un aspect moral, Et 
c’est celui-cl que je vais traiter mainte- 
nant. | 

Je crois que, pour permettre de le ré- 
soudre dans son ensemble, il ny a qu’une 
solution, et je me suis réjouie de voir que 
notre camarade Depreux, du parti socia- 
liste, qui a pris Ja parole a Ja derniére 
séance, a défendu l’amendement que 
MM. Paul Boulet, Francis Perrin: et moi- 
méme, au nom du Mouvement de libéra- 
toin nationale, nous avions. déposé sur le 
bureau de cette “Assemblée, 

Nous avons, en effet, demandé un cré- 
dit symbolique de 1.000 fr. pour marquer 
notre volonté d’obtenir la création d’une 
direction autonome de lenfance deélin- 


uante au ministére de la justice. Cette: 


direction autonome est, pour nous, trés 
importante, non seulement par elle-méme 
mais par ce qu’elle permettra de réaliser. 


En effet, nos ambitions ne s’arrétent 
pas la. Nous pensons, d’abord, que cette 
direction autonome aenlévera le _  con- 
tréle des établissements.d’éducation sur- 
veillée aux directeurs régionaux dé 1t’ad- 
ministration pénitentiaire, car nous esti- 
mons que ce contréle constitue une erreur. 
Trop habitués aux prisons et pas suffisam- 
ment aux maisons de redressement, ils 
peuvent suggérer des solutions comme 
celle dont je parlais tout a Vheure et qui 
consiste a placer les repris de cours de 
justice dans les maisons de redressement 
pour mineurs. 

D’autre. part, et j’exprime ici une idée 
qui nous est chére, nous souhaiterions la 
création d’un institut de formation profes- 
Sionnelle auquei iraient tous ceux qui se 
destinent 4 l’édutation de l’enfance délin- 
quante. Je pense ici aux moniteurs d’édu- 
cation physique, aux instituteurs, aux 
éducateurs que l’on appelait autrefois sur- 
veillants ou gardiens — on a heureuse- 
ment changé le terme — et aussi aux 
maitres de l’enseignement professionnel. 


La diversité des catégories auxquelles 
rait é formation pro- 
fessionnelle montre bien qu’il ne s’agirail 
pas de leur apprendre, dans une branche 
ou dans l’autre, leur spécialité — ils l’au- 
raient acquise 2uparavant — mais de don- 
ner a tous ces notions de psychologie et 
de pédagogie spéciale qui en feraient, non 
des maitres d’école ordinaires ou des mai- 


réeoles’ de redressement, l’enseignement | 
‘agricole prime tous les autres, mais on 


tres techniques ordinaires, mais des mai- 


tres de maisons d’éducation. surveillée ou 


de maisons de redressement. 
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| partement. s'il s'agit 1a dune no 


} leur ensemble, car il est remarquable que 


tant de psychologues et de pédagogues se 
solent attachés 4 des problémes assez spé- 


-ciaux, comme celui des enfants anormaux, 


Mais qu’aucun ne se soit penché sur ce 
probleme pédagogique spécial du redresse- 
ment. Je suis pourtant convaincue que de 
bien plus larges  possibilités s’ouvrent 
dans ce domaine que dans celui des en- 
fants anormaux et qu'il y a plus. de joie 
a voir s’éveiller a la conscience morale 
un enfant délinguant qu’a éveiller un ti- 
mide éclair d’intelligenee dans le visage 
d’un enfant cogdamné par sa_ structure 
physique a rester indéfiniment un ‘idiot 
<a crélin au sens physiologique du 
mot. 

Cet institut de formation profession- 
nelle, en méme temps centre de recher- 
che, comblerait une lacune et pourrait 
honorer notre pays si son directeur et 
ses professeurs élaient 4a la hauteur de 
leur tache. 


On pourrait également y faire toutes sfa- 
tistiques, toutes vérifications de métho- 
des d’éducation qui permettraient de con- 
irdéler. par les résultats les données théori- 
ques des professeurs. Ce serait la, je crois, 
une réalisation intéressante et il seraif-a 
l’honneur de notre IV° république de créer 
immeédiatement et malgré les difficultés 
actuelles cet institut de formation profes- 
sionnelle, en méme temps institut de re- 
cherches pour toute l’enfance délinquante 
et, par dela l’enfance délinquante, pour 
étude de tout le probléme de la crimina- 
lité et du redressement. Nous pensons que — 
les maitres qui auraient fait dans cet insti- 
tut de formation professionnelle un stage ~ 
suffisant, de six mois par exemple, de- 
vraient, avant de regagner leurs. postes, 
faire un stage pratique d’au moins six 
mois encore. Il faudrait aussi adjoindre 
a ce centre des maisons de redressement 
analogues aux écoles annexes de nos éco- 
lez normales, ot: le stage théorique serait 
complété par le stage pratique. Nous avons 
actuellement cette maison de Saint-Maurice 
qui constituerait une excellente école pour 
des slagiaires. Nous pensons que ces sta- 
giaires, formés six mois par l'étude et six 
mois par. le contact direct avec les adoles- 
cents, arriveraient 4 posséder a la fois la 
science, la connaissance et lV’amour du 
métier. 


C’est Anatole France qui a dit qu’avec 
la science et l’amour on faisait le monde. 
Je ne doute pas que ces maitres arrive- 
raicnt en effet 4 des choses magnifiques. 


Comment serait assuré le recrutement de. 
cet institut ? 

Je crois qu’il pourrait normalement étre 
assuré par les maitres des écoles d’Etat 
correspondant aux diverses_ spéeialités, 
c’est-a-dire pour l’éducation physique par 
les maitres sortis de l’école nermale d’édu- 
cation physique, pour les éducateurs et 
instituteurs par les maitres sortis des 
écoles normales d’instituteurs et d’institu- 
trices et pens les maitres d’éducation. pro- 
fessionnelle par les jeunes gens issus des 
écoles nationales d’arts et métiers ct des 
écoles nationales. d’agriculture. ‘ , 

J’entends bien qu’il ne faudrait recruter 
que des volontaires et cela~me parait es- 
sentiel. : iS 

Il ne. s’agit pas, comme on I’a fait par- 
fois, de demander aux chefs de service, ber 
exemple aux inspecteurs d’académie, de 
désighér trois, quatre ou cing: instit 
pour a la maison de 


itutenrs 
r se. rendre . Be’ 


fs oid ou d’éducation survei 


me -les_ 


ae hate Pore, SERC A T 
* ye 4 f 


« . ; Lae oe” eg TPs 3 oa 
eer bial? Pron mA, w $ WB rhe APR ate 
ang ey il hy hoy B s 
CA wl yhey: Ma et se cach, he . ae Ps 
ny * . 5 Te Te te 7 
ee ee aay’ bon Pee e Bf - Ape dx Pw 
. 


7 / xe eh ‘ ne % Coad: ato... 
‘Lith Sad ae 4 
Lip : Oy ah To ec: wanes 


- ee 


3 bie. # Maal y « = ; ood ad up aa 


* oe ~ 


—_——- a ailtnns 


: { Sal Me ’ 
. 
~ 1 ad « 
vi «* : 7 
7. 
: — 
. 


ASSEMBLEE CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 21 FEVRIER 1945 


@ammner, se débatrassera de ses éléments 
les moins bons et enverra dans ces mai- 
sons ceux n’auront pas réussi ailleurs. 
Si l’on agit ainsi, il est inutile d’entamer 
la réforme. 


ji faut, au contraire, chercher des voca- 
tions volontaires, et je sais par expérience 

u’on les trouvera. Dans les milieux 

instituteurs, que je connais bien, nous 
avons fait. appel chaque année aux 
volontaires pour éducation des enfants 
anormaux et nous en avons toujours 
trouvé. Or, je ke répéte, je suis con- 
vaincue que celui qui veut consacrer sa 
vie & une grande ceuvre peut trouver au 
moins autant de joie, sinon plus, au re- 
dressement des enfants délinquants qu’a 
Véducation des anormaux. Je crois donc, 
pour ma part, aux volontaires. Je crois 
méme 4 une certaine vocation de ces jeu- 
nes gens et de ces jeunes filles qui, bien 
informés, iront dans ces maisons de re- 
dressement et je suis persuadée que nous 
poutrons avoir, en suscitant ces vocations 
et en le formant bien, un personnel d’éHte 
gui honorera notre pays. ; 

Entendons bien que ce personnel d’élite 
qui aura fait des études plus longues que 
celui des établissements d’enseignement 
public ordinaire, devra non seulement bé- 
néficier des mémes traitements, 4 dipléme 
égal, mais recevoir en plus une indemnité 
substantielle, légitimée par le fait, d’une 
part, gu’il aura fait des études plus pous- 
sées;. d’autre part, gu’il ne jouira d’au- 
cune liberté: le personnel des maisons de 
redressement n’a pas de vacances et sa 
responsabilité ne cesse ni nuit ni jour. Il 
faut comprendre ces services exceptionnels 
et les rétribuer en conséquence. 


Je demande avee insistance une aug- 
mentation des salaires; il y a, pour cela, 
une autre raison qui, 4 mon sens, n'est 
pas la moindre. Le personnel des maisons 
d’éducation surveillée est mat vu de la 
population, et les éducateurs, souvent 
d’une valeur véritable, comme ceux de 
Saint-Maurice, sont considérés. par les ha- 
hitants du village, distant de deux kilo- 
métres, comme des gardes-chiourme qui 
n’ont droit qu’A un petit sentiment de 
curiosité quand on les rencontre, ef non 
pas au véritable respect que l’on accorde 
aux maitres de l’école publique voisine. 
c’est 1A une grande injustice, mais ce fait 
est si vrai que tous ceux qui ont l’expé- 
ogg directe de ces maisons ne pourront 
e nier. 


Il faut donc rendre aux maitres des mai-~ 


sons de redressement le prestige moral 
auquel ils ont droit, et c’est un moyen 
-- i¢ ne dis pas que c’est le seul, ni le 
meilleur — de leur donner ce’ prestige 
e de les élever dans l’échelle des fonc- 
tionnaires et de les payer suffisamment. 
Car nous savons bien qu’il y a,.dans notre 
pays, et sans doute dans d’autres, une fa- 
eheuse tendance & juger les gens d’aprés 
ee gu’ils gagnent. ce.quée ma demande 
est juste et serait de nature, si elle était 
réée, & rehausser-leur prestige, je sou- 
haiterais qu’il y fit fait droit et que le 
personnel des maisons d’éducation sur- 
~ veillée fat traité comme il le mérite et le 
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oe unes et aux autres 
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et une création spontanée de. 
ombreux établissements; mais on pour- 
rait du moins confier dés maintenant aux 
mémes inspectenrs généraux la visite des 
maisons de redressement d@’Etat et des 
maisons de redressement privées et de- 
mander a ces maisens de redressement 
privées, pour étre subventionnées, de pra- 
tiquer les méthodes des établissemants 
d’Etat, méthodes qui deviendraient officiel- 
les une fois Vinstitut de formation profes- 
sionnelle créé, | 

Quelles serajient alors les _ possibilités 
d’avancement du. personnel des maisons 
WVédueation surveiliée eb des maisons de 
redressement ? Il fandrait voir pour ce 
personnel une double échelle d’avance- 
ment: d’une part, une échelle d’avance- 
ment par classe comme pour tous les fonc- 
tionnsaires de VEtat; dautre part, une 
échelle d’avancement dans la fonetion. 
Ceile-ci a été prévue par le ministre et 
est inscrite, d’ailleurs, dans le rapport du 
budget. Elle a soulevé, de la part des spe- 
cialistes que j’ai consultés, deux remar- 
ques que je me permets de faire en leur 
non, 

D’une part, la hiérarchie du personne! 
de formation professionnelle ne leur a pas 
paru suffisamment étendue et ils souhaite- 
raient entre ile professeur technique et 
Vinstructeur: technique un grade intermé- 
diaire: celui de professeur technique ad- 
joint; d’autre part, Pavancement dans la 

iérarchie des fonetions pour le personnel 
éduecateur ne peut. pas pratiquement se 
faire par l’aecession du grade d’éducateur 
au grade de directeur au Hout d’un cer- 
tain nombre d’années. 

En effet, dans une maison comme celle 
de Saint-Maurice, on eompte vingt-sept 
éducateurs, trois éducateurs chefs, un 
sous-directeur et un directeur, ce qui fait, 
pour trente édueateurs, un poste de di- 
recteur et un poste de sous-directeur, soit 
une chance sur trente pour un éducateur 
d’accéder 4 un poste ou lautre. C’est évi- 
demment une chance trés minime et il 
faudrait prévoir une autre échelle d’avan- 
cement dans la fonction. 

Quelle pourrait étre cette échelle ? 

L’idée que je vais aborder ici déborde 


un peu le cadre des maisons de redresse- 


ment, mais est tout de méme fhiée intime- 
ment a cette question. . 

Lorsqu’il aurait atteint la deuxiéme 
classe et un certain age, ar exemple la 
quarantaine — car. | exp rience prouve 
en vieillissant on a beaucoup moins 
‘action sur jes jeunes gens — le person- 
nel des maisons de redressement, pourrait 
étre dirigé sur deux voeies, suivant les 
préférences de chacun. 


D’abord, ‘il pourrait constituer les cadres 
des foyers d'accueil des grandes villes. 
Vous savez sans doute, mesSdames et mes- 
qu’a leur sortie des -maisons de 
redressement les enfants sont placés, sui- 
vant leur métier, dans une grande ville 
ou a la rir ar mais le plus souvent 
dans une ville. Je ne dirai pas que ces 
enfants, qui ont dix-sept, dix-huit, dix- 
neuf ans, sont abandonnés, puisque leur 
surveillance est confiée & des assistantes 
sociales; mais, en pratique, ils sont suffi- 
samment abandonnés pour qu’un assez 


“grand nombre d’entre eux; environ - 50 


pour 100, retombent dans les fates qui 
avaient déjd emené un premier chatiment. 
Pour recevoir ces enfants, il existe des 


-foyers. d’accueil analogues 4 nos foyers 
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Ces f ers Paccuell pourraient recevweir, 
ent les enfants sortis des mai- 


sons de r ation mais amssi ceux qyi, 


placés dans un milieu taré ou abandonnés 


par leur familie, risqueraient un — d’y 
rentrer. His préserveraient ainsi des 
miéres fautes et des rechutes. Ils devraient 
exister dans toutes les grandes: villes et 
constitueraient un moyen de supprimer 
Penfance délinquante avant méme qu'on 
ait eu besoin de la corriger. - | 

D’autre part, ce personnel pourrait cons- 
tituer les cadres des services pénitentiaires 
d’adultes. On -passerait alors normalement 
de la pédagogie de Venfance délinquante 
4 la é criminelie proprement dite, 
et les méthodes que l’on aurait employées 
dans les maisons de redressement devien- 
draient les méthodes normaies dans les 
prisons d’adultes. Nous pourrions alors 
eu, la réforme de tout 
notre systéme penitentiaire. 


C’est 1A une question grave et impor- 
tante dont les résultats peuvent s’éche- 
Jlonner sur de longues années. Il ¥ a, 

avée sur le marbre dua hail d’entrée 

6 |’école normale supérieure de Fonte- 
nay-aux-Roses, une phrase du grand édu- 
cateur que fut Félix Pécaut. Cette phrase, 
que je cite 4 peu prés textueliement, dit 
ceci: « Si vous avez dans votre vie 
formé une 4me et élevé une conscience, 


votre @uvre n’aura pas éfé stérile et vous . 


pourrez dire: j’ai vécu. » 


Nous avons, je crois, la possibilité de 
créer une ceuvre qui nous permettra d’éle- 
ver des centaines d’4mes et de former 
des centaines de consciences dans les an- 
nées 4 venir; cela vaut qu’on y pense 
et qu’on s’y consacre. Je sais,- monsieur 
le ministre, que vous y pensez et que 
vous vous y consacrez. Le but de mon 
intervention a été, non pas de vous ins- 
truire d'un probleme que vous avez étudié, 
je le sais, mais de vous faire sentir que 
vous seriez souleny en tout ce que vous 
réajiseriez dans ce domaine pour le Mou- 
vement de libération nationale et par les 
femmes de la libération nationale. 


Non seulement nous vous demandons 
d’aller jusqu’au bout de vos projets, mais 
d’alier peut-étre plus loin encore, car nous 
pensons que l’ceuvre que vous réaliserez 
dans ce domaine pourra honorer notre 
Quatri¢éme République et notre France pen- 
dant de longues années. Le rayonnement 
de notre pays doit étre un rayonnement 
de civilisation et nous avons 1a l’occasion 
de l’accroitre. (Vifs applaudissements.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Le 
court. 


M. Robert Lecourt. Mesdames, messieurg, 
nous nous heurtoms 4 chaque instant, dans 
tous les débats, 4 une méme question, une 
sorte de question explosive: Nous ne la 
rencontrons pas seulement a l'occasion du 
budget de la justice, nous l’avons trouvée, 


/ en effet, dans toutes les discussions que 
beus avons eues jusqu’a présent dans cette 


a, c’est da question de |’épure- 
on, © 
Hl s’agissait hier de l’épuration dans les 


Services de la justice. Il s’est agi, les se- 


Mnaines- passées, de i’épuration dans les 
transports, dans le ravitaillement et dans 
d'autres es encore. Cettequestion 
est importante, car jes uns en ont peur et 
les autres ont pene qu'on la sabote; elle 
provoque dans le pays aussi bien que dans — 
cette Assemblée des remous et un véri- 
d@’accord 
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fly égard de certains éléments inac- 
ceptables dans la société que nous voulons 
ea | aN eae nae es iad 

- En d’autres termes, la justice a pour but 
de punir; l’épuration a pour objet d’écar- 
ter les démoiisseurs pendant qu’on va 
reconstruire le pays. . 

Il y a lieu de bien délimitér le probleme, 
car on a tout envisagé’ au cours de la 
discussion du budget du ministére de la 
justice, Il faut examiner exactement les 
griefs et étudier l’état du dossier, On a 
parlé hier des poursuites qui ont élé 
engagées ou plutét continuées a l’occasion 
d’amendes fiscaies infligées naguére. Il ne 
s’agit pas 14 d’une question qui reléve du 


ministre de la justice. On a: parlé d’arres- 


tations, nous a-t-on dit, de personnes qui 
avaient milité’dans les rangs de la- Résis- 
tance, mais il s’agit 14 de questions de 
sécurité miiitaire. Encore une. fois, il ne 
s’agit pas de justice. 

Ona parlé hier, avec esprit, de l’épura- 
tion de la malle Pétain.. Vous savez com- 
ment cette épuration 6’est produite. Avant 
que la male Pétain ne se trouve en pos- 
session de la chancellerie elle était tombée 
par hasard, aprés qu’un eertain nombre de 
documents qu’elle contenait eurent été 
brailés, aux mains de soldats. Ceux-cl ayant 
découvert dané les documents une Ssigna- 
ture importante, avaient tout d’un coup eu 
la révélation de ce qu’elle pouvait conte- 
nir. C’est & ce moment qu’elle a été 
antenée, sous bonne garde, a la commls- 
sion d’instruction de la Haute Cour. 

Délimitons par conséquent le débat. Il 
s’agit de savoir quel est exactement le 
cadre de l’épuration et quel est exacte- 
ment le cadre de ta justice. 

Je crois qu’un certain nombre d’élé- 
ments manquent encore au débat et c’est 
la raison de ma présence a cette tribune. 

Soyons objectifs. Nous parlons, en ce 
moment, d’un ministére dans lequel se 
trouvent un certain nombre de fonction- 
naires gui ont une qualité spéciale: ils 
sont extrémement peu nombreux. On. vous 
a indiqué hier leur nombre par trop res- 
treint. Ils sont environ 2.000. Il en manque 
quélque 300 ou 400: que |’épuration a exclus 
et dont le remplacement est trés difficile, 
sinon impossible. - 

Ces 2.000 magistrats ont, en temps nor- 
mal, les plus grandes difficultés 4 rendre 
la justice avec un peu de-célérité puisque, 
pour une affaire civile de peu d’impor- 
tance, c’est un fait qu’on demande gené- 
ralement aux plaideurs une année d’at- 
tente. Aujourd’hui, outre la charge . de 
mener A bien les affaires normales, les 


magistrats ont celle d’entreprendre l’exa-. | 


ment, l’instruction et le jugement de prés 
de 200.000 affaires nouvelles, si j’ai bien 
com les chiffres qui ont été cités. Voila 
le point de départ, 


Une autre indication a été apportée hier 
par notre collégue M. Depreux et se trouve 
aussi dans le rap de M. Bonnevay: le 
recrutement est entiérement tari. Quelques 


chiffres ont été indiqués dans ce rapport. 


Permettez-moi de les placer sous vos yeux ; 
ils sont symptomatiques. Il 6’agit, certes, 
du recrutement des juges de paix, mais il 


magistrature des tribunaux civils. 
94 ‘le chiffre 
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- . nip mma 
rol Cs un contrdjeur pour: en remplacer 
un autre et le prendre ici pour le mettre 
la; on peut, dans telle administration non 
spécia.isée, former assez rapidement du 
personnel qui viendra remplacer ies fonc- 
Aionmaires excius, Mais, dans le domaine 
de la justice, il 6’agit de former des ma- 
pas en vingt- 


> 
. 


quatre heures. 
Nn juge d’instruction, un magistrat qui 
ont un minimum de trois années d’études 


e. ont fait en plus deux années de 
étage ont encore besoin, par surcroit, 


d'une certaine formation, d’une certaine 
experience. Ce ,n’est qu’aprés plusieurs 
années que l’on peut arriver a les utiliser 
dans les cadres de la justice. Tels sont, 
mInessieurs, les divers é.éments du_pro- 
bleme, 

)'autre part, il faut savoir quel genre 
depuration on veut. Certes, of a proposé 
une ¢epuralion radicale qui consiste a ré- 
voqguer (cela n’a pas été dit hier, mais 
je sais>qu’on l’a proposé naguére,: afin 
d’avoir. une tranquillité absoiue a l’égard 
des magistrats qui seront chargés de ren- 
dre Ja justice), on a proposé de révoquer 
ieS magistrats qui ont prété serment 
en 1940. Hélas! il n’en resterait plus qu'un 
pour rendre la justice a Paris, et je ne 
pense pas que les affaires de justice et 
d’epuration iraient plus vite pour cela. 

li faliait donc suivre une autre doctrine: 
celle qui consiste — comme on l’a fait, 
d’ailieurs, dans beaucoup d’administra- 
lions — @ essayer de discerner ceux qui, 
effectivement, ont, en pleine conscience, 
collaboré avec le régime de Vichy et par 
consequent avec l’enhemi, de ceux qui, par 
necessilé professionnelle, pour gagner jeur 
vie, ont eté obligés de rester dans les ca- 
dres de la magistrature. 

C'est la, certes, une tache délicate et 
qui peut présenter un certain nombre de 
fissures, comme nous en rencontrons dans 
toutes les administrations, ainsi que le 
prouvent les critiques que nous ne cessons 
d’apporter a Voccasion de l’épuration gé- 
nérale. 

On a ‘évoqué hier un certain nombre de 
cas particuliers. Certes, cette énumération 
peut paraitre impressionnante. Je de- 
mande, quant 4 moi, a voir les dossiers, 
.et je le demande d’autant plus que ‘sou- 
vent, dans la résistance judiciaire, nous 
avons rencontré des cas dans lesquels les 
magistrats ont été dans l’obligation, pour 
sauver des patriotes des mains de |’en- 
nemi — et j’en apportede témoignage — 
de prononcer des condamnalions a la de- 
mande méme des intéressés. ~ 

En voulez-vous des exemples ? 

Vous savez qu’entre 1940 et 1944, lors- 
qu'un. individu était poursuivi devant un 
tribunal correctionnel pour avoir fabriqué 
des fausses cartes d’identité, il était géné- 


Talement condamné a une peine d’empri- 


sonnement de quelques mois qu’il pur- 
geait. Mais vous savez le résultat: a la 
sortie de. prison, il était immédiatement 
saisi et envoyé aux « Renseignements géné- 
faux ». Ceux-ci dirigeaient l’intéressé sur 
les services allemands, quand il était israé- 
lite ou appartenait 4 certaines organisa- 

tions politiques. ) 
C’est ainsi que la prison se continuait ou 
le camp de concentration, ou 


Allemagne. 
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en pis s généralement, par une détention 
chez. sAllemands of -en conséquence, par. 
-une expédition en / eee S 
_M. André Le Troquer. Quelquefois au po- | deyri 
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-, es 


prévenus eux-mémes, Pour. éviler ces con- 


whee graves, des magistrats se sont 
pr 


ll —_— 


au. po- | le 


tés & des condamnations plus -impor- 


‘tantes, On prévoyait, en 1942-1943, qu’en 


gagnant six MOis On gagnerait la fin. Ce 


Ne fut pas toujours juste et, en fait, les 


condamnations prononcées par les tribu- 
naux ont été des condamnations impor- 
tantes a la prison, & la demande. des inté- 
resses, pour éviler que les Allemands ne 
u:ssent prendre comme otages les incul- 
és qui, 4 la sortie de prison, auraient été 
appés par eux. cighe 
C'est pourquoi je vous demande de faire 
trés attention en pratiquant |’épuration de 
la magistrature, & ne pas vous baser sur 
le fait que des magistrats ont condamné 
un certain nombre d’éléments de la Résis- 
tance a des peines d’emprisonnement qui 
yeuvent é@tre élevées, car en réalité ils 
‘ont souvent fait — je ne dis pas toujours 
— dans l’intérét méme des détenus et des 
résistants, 


M. Fernand Grenier. Ce n’étail pas le cas 
des magistrats des cours spéciales qui, 
eux, condamnaient a mort. 


M. Robert Lecourt. Je parle des magis- 
lrats des cours erimine:les. En ce qui con- 
cerne les magistrats des cours spéciales, 
vous me pérmelltrez -cependant aussi de 
faire quelques rares exceptions. 


M. André Le Troquer. [les 
rares. 


M. Robert Lecourt, C’est entendu! Je ne 
dis pas que tous les cas reléventede ceux 
yue je viens de citer. 

Voila les remarques qui me~semblenl 
Simposer en ce qui concerne |’épuration. 
Vouiez-vous maintenant que, trés rapide. 
ment, nous examinions le fonclionnemen: 
de la justice, c’est-d-dire que nous cher: 
chions comment, en fait, débarrasser la 
société d’un certain nombre d’éléments 
qui ont pactisé avee l’ennemi, ceux qu’on 
appelle les traitres ? 

‘at entendu dire hier que te Gouverne- 
ment semblait ne pas vouloir accomplir 
cette besogne de justice. Ce serait grave 
si c’était vrai. Le général de Gaulle ne 
serait plus gaulliste et pas davantage le 
ministre de la justice, qui a eu a subir, 
Si nous en croyons la radio qui nous en 
a informés, les menaces, les coups, voire 
méme wne hbaignade qui faillit étre tra. 
gique, en 1942. Je ne pense pas qu'il puisse 
étre objet d’une attaque de cette nature 
et or on puisse lui faire grief de ne pas 
vouloir la justice.. : : 

Mais ‘il faut s’éntendre sur !a justice que 
nous -voulons. Voulons-nous une justice 
dépendant du pouvoir, une justice a qui. 
en quelque sorte, le Gouvernement dicte- 
rait ses décisions. alors que, de tradition, 
par nécessité républicaine, la; justice frap- 
caise est indépendante du pouvoir? 

Ce serait la une confusion grave qui me 

ns le débat 


sont trés 


poni, ‘& Vautre bout du pa Pocono con- 
amnation aux travaux foreés a’ 
C’est parfaitement vrai; mais qu’y 
vons-nous ? En temps normal, dans. 
justice de droit commun, ne renc 
décisions sembl 


Tam Puyo. oy ee ee 
y Siete ' 
ial Oe, A ‘Sate: 
soient-f 
a OP Soe 
. 2 . ~¥? a ve 
depen ~ aah 


z 7” 
if, eee Pee eed ee 
’ =f . 


ASSEMBLER. CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 21 FEVRIER 15 = ef 149 


4 


_ Or, Ja, magistrature francaise est indé- 
pendante et elle doit le rester. Nous se» 
rons, je 

- en soit toujours ainsi. Nous ne souhaitons 
' pas qu’elle tombe sous Végide, sous la di- 
rection, sous la responsabilité du ministre 
de la justice, du Gouvernement. 


Nous sommes tous d’accord, je le crois 
aussi, si jen juge par les débats d’hier, 

pour repousser une justice qui serait une 
- justice de vengeance — ce qui serait 
hamainement explicable, certes -~- mals 
que tous nous condamnerions. Nous som- 
mes aussi ennemis les uns que les autres 
d’une justice qui serait une sorte d’ope- 
ration. politique, comme certaines accu- 
sations clandestines qui se dessinent a 
l’extérieur de cette Assemblée voudraient 
le donner 4 croire; nous voulons une 
justice qui ait des balances de précision 
et non pas une bascule pour poids lourds,. 
Nous voulons que le jury dislingue, — 
d’une facon trés générale, — celui qui a 
de grosses responsabilités et qui, comme 
tel, doit étre condamné lourdement, de 
celui qui, au contraire, a des responsabi- 
-lités mineures, et a pu se -Jaisser entrai- 
ner; le faible, l’égaré... l’imbécile, pour 


| 


crois, unanimes 4 demander qu'il . 


—]_, 


lequel une mesure d’indulgence peut étre | 


réclamée. 


Tl faut distinguer, et c’est le fait du ; 


jury, du tribunal qui juge. C’est un con- 
seil trés large, trés général — j’espere 
qu’il n’est pas -platonique — que nous 
~ pouvons donner a l’ensemble des cours de 
justice. 


Le point sur. lequel, jusqu’d présent, 
avaient porté les critiques — je constate 
qu’hier, au-cours de ce débat, il n’en a 
point été question — c’est celui de la 
romptitude des décisions de justice et de 
a rapidité avec laquelle les affaires de 
trahison vont étre réglées. 


D’abord, nous sommes d’accord pour 
souhaiter une justice prompte. Si elle 
traine, le chaliment ne vaut rien. Pour 
¢tre efficace, la justice doit punir trés ra- 
pidement. Mais il y a une autre raison: 
c’est que nous désirons tous — je dis 
bien tous, j’en suis sir — un apaisement 
dans ce pays, apaisement qui ne pourra 
_résulter. que .de.leffort. rapide de lorgani- 
shtion de la justice pour séparer d’abord 


les bons des mauvais, mettre de cété la | 


petite poignée de coupables, de traitres, la 
unir sévérement et tendre la main 4 tout 
e reste et pacifier ce pays le plus vite 
possible. , 


M. André Le Troquer. Aprés les sanc- 
lions, qu’il faut rapides et sevéres! 


M. Robert Lecourt. Parfaitement! a 
L’accord doit donc étre unanime. Ce 
 n’est pas une justice sommaire que nous 
démandons, car elle serait dangereuse. Il 
faut respecter les. droits de la défense. Il 
faut méme, dans l’intérét de la répression, 
_que la justice ne soit pas trop rapide.~ 


jues aticles 


| de raisonnable: 


{fois la derniére pour 


) prennent le temps de reprendre les collec- 

ions de journaux, lorsqwik s’agit de jour- 
nalistes. Or, ce n’est. pas ‘én quelques heu- 
res qu’ils peuvent y arriver, méme en Se 
| faisant aider.. 


M, Albert Gazier. Il faut une journée 
our obtenir Ja collection du journal 
Atelier. 


M. Robert Lecourt. Pour l’avoir, peut- 
étre, mais non pour la lire, car il faut 
disposer d’un certain temps, surtout quand 
on a d’autres dossiers a étudier. 


Un délégué. Il serait difficile, pour. Al- 
bertini, de rouvrir le dossier. 


M. Robert Lecourt. Nous sommes tous 
d’accord pour demander une justice ra- 
ide, mais encore faut-il que l’on prenne 
e temps d’instruire compléetement les dif- 
férentes affaires, (Interruptions.) 


— 


Un délégué. Encore faut-il avoir le désir 
d’aboutir vite. 


M. Pierre: Fayet. Si ceux qui sont en 
Allemagne vous entendaient! (interrup- 
tions.) 


M. le président. L’orateur ne dit rien que 
laissez-le continuer son 
discours, 


M. Robert Lecourt. Je ne pense pas émet- 
tre de propos subversifs, je demande sim- 
plement que les instructions soient pous- 
sées a fond et qu’elles soient. terminées le 

lus rapidement possible, tout en prenant 
e temps de rassembler les éléments d’un 
dossier sérieux. 


Hier, des chiffres nous ont été révélés. 
Souvenez-voys du débat que nous avons 
eu ici au mois de novembre ou de décem- 
bre sur la justice, a l’occasion du. collec- 
tif. Nous avions tous alors la méme préoc- 
cupation: aller vite, et certains de nos col- 
légues parlaient de la dizaine d’années 
qui seraient nécessaires pour résoudre 
cette grande question de la justice en 
France. 


Or, on nous a indiqué hier que 17.000 
affaires sont actuellement régiées et, re- 
' marqué plus importante, qu’il en est réglé 
7.000 par mois. Ceci laisse entendre que 
d’ici six mois le gros et peut-étre méme 
ja totalité des affaires en instance seront 
liquidées. Ce résultat n’est pas négligeable 


nelles de la justice, non seulement dans 
Jes affaires qui nous occupent, mais pour 
l’ensemble des causes, L’histoire nous |’ap- 
pig tous les grands scandales ont exigé 
es années pour étre jugés. Puisse, celui-ci 
he pas demander dix ans. Je constate avec 
plaisir qu’en une année on aura liquidé 
eee dizaines de milliers d’affaires 
"épuration. | 


_ Mon dernier veeu — qui est aussi émis, 
j’en suis str, par l’Assemblée unanime et 
par le pays tout entier — sera que la 
gy rie soit rendue en toute sérénité, que 
a justice appartienne a |’Etat seul, comme 
on l’a fort bien dit hier. Qu’on respecte 
les droits de la défense; qu’il y ait des 
interrogatoires et des confrontations, que 
Jes recours et pourvois en cassation soient 
Rape i dans les délais les plus brefs. 


‘tés est celle de la défense et que -c’est. par- 
“celui qui encourt 


‘Ja peine de mort. -_ 


é ~ 
* 


,» que la justice.so 


quand on connait Jes lenteurs tradition- | 


N’oublions pas que la premiére des liber- | 


Salut. Une justice saine est la premiére des 


La séance est suspendue.. 
eon 9 | “3 4 pete egy +7 rs : ptt gid natt 


—o 


. 
SD 
; aa ae 
- a , . 
~ : 
. -, ee - 
gh bone net 
j eSertd 
wrk Be r 
inte! ter iel 


- 
. 7 : ut ey. ~ 
: bet) Oe <p oN f,." 4e Padng 
es fhe et eps eit ihe Ba re aA 
a’ wad ~ aoe 


a0 ft nbs gn anys 3 


b ar 
ry : * ’ et ; - 
7 = s Cn * ed? 
P : z a ~ . f i. P ~ 
th . = 4 se Ya “ i ee So) 4 < rp ah 
= iy ; : VS ae es as - sik 5) 
— . a £4. a xs ba ant ~ re ‘ 
~ 


tice pendant le mois de janvier. Sur 4.957 
inculpés jugés, il a été prononcé 149 con- | 
damnations 4 mort. ~ 


Voila la preuve de I’équilibre des cours 
de justice, de leur pondération, de leur 
impartialité. Nous n’avons pas l’impression | 
que, comme on-l’a dit & Vextérieur, cha- | 
qué-cour de justice exige renee jour des | 
cadavres.-On a, au contraire,; impression | 
d’une justice indépendante. Le nombre | 
des condamnations 4 mort ne représente 
que 7 p. 100 du ‘total des inculpés. 


Les cours de justice savent aussi pronone | 
cer des acquittements. Il y en a-eu 272 | 
en janvier, soit 13 p, 100 des inculpations. — 


On entend critiquer les cours de justice; | 
elles ne seraient pas impartiales, elles se- © 
raient des juridictions politiques. I] suffit 
de renvoyer ceux qui les critiquent aux 
chiffres; ceux-ci prouvent qu’elles font 
leur devoir et qu’elles jugent les gros | 
coupables avec toute la pondération sou- 
haitable, 


Le pays-sort d’une crise morale sans 
précédent, disait récemment M. Philip 4 
cette tribune. Des Francais ont perdu le 
sens de l’honneur, des intellectuels, des | 
moralistes méme ont perdu le sens moral; | 
des natidnalistes, ou se disant ftels, ont | 
perdu le sens de la patrie, a telle ensei- | 
gne que le nationaiisme- intégral s’est : 
transformé en national-socialisme et que — 
ce nationaliste, poussant trés loin sa lo- | 
gique imperturbable, est allé jusqu’a la | 
lrahison. C’était cependant, disait-il, le 
parti de l’intelligence, 


Ii faut voir la: profondeur de la crise mo- 
rale et l’importance du redressement A ac- | 
complir. Le premier facteur de ce redres- 
sement doit étre Ja justice. Les traitres | 
doivent étre condamnés. I] ne faut pas 
écouter ceux qui désirent l’oubli total, le 
pardon absolu — non pas pour les petits, | 
mais pour les gros. Il faut une justice 
pure, une justice forte pour punir ceux | 
qui ont trahi leur pays, mais une -jus-— 
ure ee aux égarés dont nous avons 
parlé. 


Un pays qui a assez de force pour punir | 
ceux qui l’ont trahi et assez de grandeur 
pour témoigner de l’indulgence a l’égard | 
des faibles et des égarés est sur la voie du | 


vertus civiques, (Applaudissements.) 


VALIDATION DE POUVOIRS 
(Résultat du scrutin public.) 


M. le président. Voici, messieurs, le ré- 
sultat du dépouillement du scrutin public 
sur les conclusions du 4° bureau tendant | 
a la validation de M. Alexandre Varenne* | 


Nombre de votants Kin mai > SO 
Majorité absolue ............ 70 . 


Pour l’adoption...... 914 
UGTIPS sissé Vo odeda yee 47 


sate conclusions. du 4 bureau sont adop- 
eS. ) 


En consé uence, M. Alexandre -Varenné | 
“est admis. (Applaudissements.) ~ ag 
P L’Assemblée.voudra, sans doute 

re eA ihanch: peneart: Ghalanes 
(Assentiment.) ts 
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BUDGET DES SERVICES CIVILS 
POUR L’EXERCICE 1945 


(Reprise de la discussion.) 


M. le président.. Nous reprenons la dis- 

é ate et d’ordon- 

nance portant fixation du budget des ser- 
vices civils pour l’exercice 1945. 


Justice (suite). 


M. le président. Dans la discussion gé- 
nérale du a ge la justice, la parole 
est 4 M. Oudart. 


M. Georges Oudard. Mesdames, mes- 
sieurs, dans une interview qu’il a accor- 
dée & un journal du matin, M. le garde 
des sceaux nous a fait savoir qu'il était 
aussi opposé & la justice révolutionnaire 
qu’A la justice traditionnelle et que ne 
valait & ses yeux que la justice tout court. 

Sans discuter des termes d’ailleurs sou- 
vent excellents de sa déclaration, et au 
risque de nous voir ainsi privés d’un plai- 
sir littéraire, je-me permetirai de dire a 
M. le garde des sceaux, avec toute la cour- 
toisie désirable, que nous préférons les 
actes aux mots, si raffinés que soient 
ceux-ci. ahs 

Je n’aurai pas la cruauté d’insister Sur 
les réflexions mélancoliques qu’inspire, six 
mois- aprés la libération, le fait que 
homme investi d’une si haute charge 
en soit encore & tenter de définir une 
justice qu’en des temps révolus, mais 
tout proches, nous nous imaginions, dans- 
Vexcés de notre innocence, devant avoir 
Wéja accompli, aprés un tel délai, une 
bonne partie de son ceuvre. ’ 

Avions-nous tort de penser qu’il fallait 
que tout de suite passat sur ce pays un 
grand souffle purificateur et que ne s’ou- 
vrit pas, dans une sorte de silence géne 
et une morne odeur de poussiére, cette 
nonvelle saison des juges? : 

Qu’on me pardonne une image imperti- 
nente qui vise seulement les méthodes, 
mais non la personne de M. le garde des 
sceaux. Nous nous attendions, en de tel- 
les circonstances, 4 réentendre, pour ex- 
primer la male volonté du peuple fran- 
cais et l’éclairer sur la portée des actes 
qui allaient suivre, la--voix autoritaire et 
enflammeée d’un Mirabeau ou d’un Danton. 
Nous avons vu venir Brid’oison. (Rires.) 

Oh! certes, la forme a été, est et sera 


respectée, avec naturellement toutes les | 


lenteurs qui conviennent. 

Qu’on ne me fasse pas dire ce que je 
he saurais dire. Les hommes qui ont lutte, 
comme nous tous, pendant quatre ans 
contre Villégalité ont assez démontré leur 
attachement 4 la légalité pour qu’on n’ait 
rien 4 crdindré ‘d’eux sur ce point. 

Nous n’dufions donc rien 4 redire de la 
justice tout court, chére au cour de M. le 
garde des sceaux.. Nous en approuvons 
méme le principe. Mais nous en détestons 
P On, que rous considérons comme 
effroyable parce que cette justice tout 
assez courte, c’est-a-dire 


tions, 


des délais | 
ces délais, qu’on s'est 
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le président. La séance est reprise. ' 


liés? 


| Satisfaction du gouvernement du Reich. » 


parde d sceaux nous a dit hier 
ett. Thien rendue, la justice; 


Sem vies a 
dérisoire 
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Fallait-il vraiment des jours et des jours | 
pour instruire le procés de tel ou tel folli- - 
culaire qui avait, pendant des années, si- 
gné chaque matin de son nom ses forfaits 

ans un jeurnal payé par les boches? 
Fallait-il des jours et des jours pour. ins- 
truire le proeés de ces non moins noires 
crapules, comme les gens de la L.V.F., par 
exemple, qui avaient publiquement incité 
leurs compatriotes & se batire sous J’uni- 
forme de l’ennemi contre un de nos al- 


Le crime de haute-trahison était sou- 
vent si patent que le jugement aurait 
presque pu étre rendu aprés un simple 
interrogatoire d’identité. 

Nous n’irons pas. jusqu’da préner une 
procédure aussi expéditive, 4 laquelle on 
reprocherait d’étouffer les droits de Ja dé- 
fense. Mais au fur et & mesure que tend 
a se développer un curieux penchant a 
indulgence, ne sont-ce pee les procédures 
trop longuts qui portent, a4 leur tour, in- 
directement atteinte aux droits non moins 
sacrés, en temps de guerre, de |’aceusa- 
tion? (Applaudissements.,) 


On pouvait et devait juger trés vite. En 


veut-on un exemple, choisi au hasard ? 
Je n’en citerai qu’un. Les orateurs qui 
m’ont précédé a cette tribune et sans doute 
ceux qui m’y suivront ont apporté et appor- 
teront une masse de faits démontrant le 
mauvais fonclionnement de la justice, faits 
qui ont souvent frappé de stupeur l’Assem- 
blée. Je .n’y ajouterai guére. A chacun sa 
tache: c’est sur d’autres points que j’in- 
sisterai. 


Un traitre, au lendemain de la chute de 
Tunis, a recu de M. von Ribbentrop une 
lettre qu’on appellerait, dans un bureau 
de placement pour domestiques, un excel- 
lent certificat. Je n’en citerai que cette 
phrase: 


« Vous avez facilité la coopération des 
différentes parties de la population tuni- 
sienne avec les -unités germano-italiennes 
et, par 14 méme, la conduite de la guerre 
par les puissances de |’axe,:et je tiens a 
vous en exprimer la reconnaissance et la 


M. Jacques Debd-Bridel. C’était Esteva! 


M. Georges Oudard. L’amiral Esteva, déja 
condamné a mort par contumace et titu- 
laire de cette brillante citation a4 l’ordre 
de la nation allemande — qui ne rendait 
pas trés difficile l’instruction de son affaire 
— ne passera devant ses juges que la se- 
maine prochaine, six mois, jour pour jour, 
aprés la libération de Paris. Or, il y en a 
& peu prés cing qu’il a été arréteé. 


M. Robert-Pimientat. [1 parait que les 
débats sont encore ajournés, 


WM. Max Juvenal. L’Assemblée consulta- 
tive — et en particulier le groupe de la 
fédération républicaine —'n’a pas désigné 
les jurés. 


M. Georges Oudard. Je pense que vous 
ne serez pas surpris d’apprendre, monsieur 
le garde des sceaux, que ’homme de la 
rue qui constate de tels faits ne reconnait 
pas en votre justice paresseuse 1a justice 
qu’il espérait voir venir 4 Vheure ou, le 
cceur soulevé de dégout, il lisait cette let- 

époque dans tous 
u’on ne 


Vous étes trop fin 
“pour N avo pa 
nui dan 


at : 
ri 


_ 


' 


ce sourd Hhaineux qui a fait tant d’aveus 


liee ayant pour 
/Siner les } eee 


gles. | ) 
Vous étes en droit de me rétorquer que 
vous avez la mission d’administrer la jus- 
tice et non de la rendre et que vous ne 
sauriez étre tenu pour responsable d’arréts 
iniques ou ineptes qui indignent autant 
que nous, j’en suis sir, sans qu’il puisse 
le dire, le patriote impeccable et le parfait 
honnéte homme que vous étes. 

y._ Comme je vous plains! Et ce crf part 
d’un cur qui garde a votre personne de 
Pamitté. | | 

Quelie existence que la vétre! Le jour, 
les débats de justice; la nuit, les débats 
de conscience. Personne n’y résisterait! 

Mais tout ceci n’est-il pas un peu votre . 
faute, votre propre faute? Votre rdle est 
d’administrer la justice. Il était aussi de 
savoir l’animer, de la pénétrer d’un esprit 
nouveau, de lui inculquer ja foi dans la 
grandeur de sa mission, de lui insuffler, 
n’ayons pas peur des mots, de l’héroisme. 

Nous sommes em guerre, monsieur le 
ministre, et un peupl> qui veut vaincre 
Se bat partout contre l’ennemi, sur les 
champs de bataille, dans les usines et dans 
Jes prétoires. : 

Lorsqu’on vous observe, et méme lors< 

qu’on vous écoute — comme hier, dans 
votre entrainant exposé, — vous ne don- 
nez pas tout a fait limpression d’étre 
homme capable de mener ce combat et 
que nous aurions souhaité voir a cette 
place. 
Votre rdle était aussi d’ordonner la jus- 
tice, qui devait en finir vite avec les 
comparses, pour consacrer le meilleur de 
ses solns aux tétes de la trahison et de la 
collaboration, ce oe n’implique pas, dans 
ma bouche, qu’il fallait, comme on l’a vu 
quelquefois, les entourer de soins, 

Or c’est le désordre — que vous n’avez 
pas su et que vous deviez maitriser — qui 
a créé, au début, cette confusion dont ont 
pati des innocents et dont ont-su profiter 
trop de coupables, De 1a, dans les esprits, 
un premier trouble qui n’a plus cessé de 
grandir, | 

Que voulait avant tout ce pays, qui avait 
été trahi, vendu, pillé, trompé? Y voir 
clair. C’est ce qu'un homme de gouverne. 
ment, doué dun peu de _ psychologie, 
aurait compris. | 

Pour y voir clair, il fallait.tout de suite 
condamner Pétain et sa bande. Us avaient 
ful ? Vous les jugiez alors par contumace. 
Les dossiers manquaient ? Il n’en était pag 
besoin pour marquer au fer rouge, outre 
ses complices directs, abominable vieil 
lard qui, au su et du vu de tout le monde, 
n’avait pas protesté contre l’annexion pat 
Hitler de l’Alsace et de la Lorraine, avait 
livré VIndochine aux Nippons, félicité, 
dans une lettre de sa main, les Francais 
qui se battalent dans la Wehrmacht, en- 
page les Frangais 4 aller. travailler en Al- 
emagne, pour mieux servir, disait-il, leur 
patrie, qui avait voulu livrer né6tre flotte, 


‘qui, avec l’approbation pleine et entiére 


e son pseudo-gouvernement, avait mis 
Sa main dans la main:du chef d’uné mi- 
fonction reconnue d’assas- 
os eS 
Cette condamnation était la préface 


‘indispensable a toute ceuvre de justice 
| énergi 


e (Applaudissements), | e est 
aussi. éloignée de la justice de brutes que 


de la justice de liévre. Aucun remords 


ne 
| po vous harceler, | : 
/ments par contumace sont 


‘Sans revision. Vous ne tuiez pas 
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.. Et puis, parce qu’on ne rend pas la jus- 
tice hes Ja portiére, il fallait balayer, 
d’un revers de main, Ie gros du pale 
‘troupeau d’imbéciles, dont le nombre est 
toujours grand dans les combinaisons hu- 


maines, et qui avaient suivi leur maré- : 


chal, ‘jusqu’a imiter ses gredineries sur 
un plan plus resserré, ~ 


. M. Robert-Pimienta. Maréchai, 
voila ! (Rires.) ; | 


M. Georges Oudard. Si vos filets ne pou- 
vaient tout ramasser, tant mieux pour les 
petits. qui auraient passé a travers les 
_Mailles. Dés lors que les gros ne vous au- 
raient pas. échappé, nous ne vous aurions 
rien reproché; Ja perfection h’est pas de 
ce monde. 

La preuve ja plus certaine que votre 
ceuvre est manqueée, c’est que le plus grand 
nombre des orateurs ne montent pas a 
cette tribune pour en appeler a la genéro- 
sité humaine — ce qui serait peut-étre 
plus conforme 4 notre ré-e et a nos goats 
— mais pour réclamer, toujours et en- 
core, d’indispensables chatiments. 

Pourquoi y tenons-nous tant ? 

Nous n’avons jamais eu pour répugnant 
idéal d’étanchef la soif des dieux qui, du 
reste, en vieillissant, sont demeurés tem- 
pérants. Nous ne sommes pas ces étres 
cruels et sanguinaires que dénonceront 
peut-étre demain, quand ils se sentiront a 
nouveau plus -forts, ceux qui ont eu si 
peur ! 

Dieu est témoin qu’on ne trouverait 
point la moindre trace de désir de ven- 
geance dans nos cceurs, oti pourtant de- 
meurera, jusqu’au bout de notre courte 
éternité, le souvenir des camarades tom- 
bés a cété de nous dans cette guerre sou- 
terraine, et que nous assassinerions une 
seconde fois, de nos propres mains, si nous 
ne défendions pas, jusqu’a la limite de nos 
forces, ce pour quoi ils sont morts: la pa- 
trie, la liberté et la justice. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) _ 

Non, nous ne sommes pas avides de nous 
repaitre de Ja vue de cadavres au pied d'un 
poteau. Neus sommes sans pitié pour ces 
misérables, mais, ce qui compte pom nous, 
ce ne sont pas ces fugitives humanités. 
Nous. voyons plus haut et plus loin. 


nous 


Nous voulions, au temps de la clandes- 


tinité — et nous le voulons toujours — 
qu’on remontat des hommes aux causes. 
Dans tous les pays, et a toutes les épo- 
ques, il y a eu des traitres. Autant qu’en 
ce temps, en France et en: Europe? Il 
faudrait remonter loin dans |’Histoire. pen- 
dant cing cents ans, pour rencontrer une 
situation un peu comparable a celle d'hier. 
On ne saurait pas plus nier ce phéno- 
méne que refuser d’en tenir compte, sl 
l’on a, par-dessus tout, le souci du bien 
public. Il fant donc en déterminer les cau- 
ses et les détruire. | 
_ Les mobiles sordides qui inspiraient les 
traitres d’autrefois — godt immodéré de 
la richesse ou des apparences du comman- 
dement, satisfaction de vanités puériles ou 
assouvissement de rancunes partisanes — 
se retrouvent sans doute 4 la base. de la 
trahison d’un Pétain ou d’un Laval. Mais 
il y a eu, cette fois, mieux ou pire. 


{ 


dre ainsi vos responsabjlités devant 
ir, devant l’histoire. 


eu, auque] ont.participé des forces puis- 


Santes et oecultes, et les castes qui, depuis 


longtemps, animent certains mouvements. 
La dictature fasciste leur a semblé le ré- 


gime le plus apte a satisfaire leurs égoistes 
et immenses ambitions. N’étant pas par- 
venus 4 l’instaurer en France avant -la 
guerre, ils n’ont pas rougi gu’elle nous 
soit imposée par l’ennemi qu’ils ont, de 
toutes leurs forces, aidé 4 réduire le peuple 
francais en esclavage. On né peut conce- 
voir de patrie honorable ov ces hitlériens 
francais d’hier, préts 4 prendre tous les 


_Visages, joueraiént un role; et soyez sars 


qu‘ils n’y ont pas renoncé. 

La justice doit chatier, non seulement 
les coupables marguants, mais-aussi Jes 
autres; car il ne suffit pas, cette fois, que 
individu disparaisse pour que soit élimi- 
née la cause du mal. Il faut aussi atteindre 
les castes et les organisations dites im- 
périales. 


M. Jacques Deb@-Bridel. Vous parlez de 
la synarchie? 


M. Georges Oudard. On ne- peut rien 
vous cacher, monsieur Debd-Bridel. 

Voulez-vous, oui ou non, faire le pro- 
cés de la trahison, le vrai? Pour notre 
part, nous le voulons, et quelles que puis- 
sent en étre les conséquences, dans n’im- 

orte quel domaine, parce que le salut de 
a patrie l’exige, et que nous he placons 
rien au-dessus du salut de la patrie. 

Votre justice va-t-elle projeter, sur ces 
sujets encore enveloppés de mystére, une 
éblouissante et utile lumiére? Nous au- 
rions plutét le sentiment contraire, et qu’a 
la lueur de la pauvre lanterne sourde — 
& laquelle on la pourrait comparer, mieux 
qu’au soleil — le public y voit de moins 
en moins clair | 

Fst-ce seulement effet du hasard? La 
crainte nous assaille qu’on-ne veuille pas 
aller jusqu’au bout, c’est-a-dire jusqu’a la 
destruction des causes de la défaite-et de 
la ‘trahison. 

Les débats de la Haute Cour combieront- 
ils nos v@ux? Nous sommes assez scep- 
tiques. Il risque de manquer trop d’inyites 
& cette féte de famille. Et je pense 
moins, ici, aux hommes de Sigmaringen, 
qui sont, la-bas, au pays, qu’& ceux dont 
nous sommes légitimement en droit de 
supposer qu’on ne veut pas les juger, puis- 
qu’on ne ies arréte pas. 

Votre justice, sous quelque angle qu’on 
examine, ne nous plait, ni ne nous 
rassure. 


Tout a Vheure, vous allez remonter a 


‘cette tribune pour nous fournir des expli- 


cations. Nous souhaiterions mieux, car il 
faut en finir. De deux choses l’une: ou les 
orateurs qui se sont succédé ici ont raison, 
ou ils ont tort. Vous ne pouvez, a la place 
que vous occupez, leur donner raison. 
Vous étes donc condamné 4a leur dire, plus 
ou moins gracieusement, qu’ils ont tort. 
S’ils se trompent, cela signific que. vous 
avez raison. Il faut que vous le disiez net- 
tement. Vous devez le proclamer et pren- 
"ave- 


Si ce débat s’était institué devant un 
arlement, vous devinez quelle en aurait 
té la conclusion. Nous ne sommes pas un 
aie me et nous ne pouvons, ni ne vou- 
otis feindre de posséder les attributions 


pon D eprer tenant qu’aux ~assemblées- 
ues. Mais la politique est d’abord ‘une 


morale... | 
_.M, Jacques Duclos, Tris bien! On l’oublie. 

un peu trop. 
M. Georget ...d0 


| 


. 


-tonscience et vous-méme. C’est a vous et 
~& vous seul qu’il appartient de vous ac- 


‘instaurée par 


sont si Courts 
4 l’Assemblée. 


Le délai doit donc passer sur un autre 7 (i , 
plan et se dérouler maintenantrentre votre. * ™ | 
; 


corder la confiance que nous sommes dang 
l’incapacité de vous refuser. 
A-t-on pensé aux conséquences graves 
qu’entrainerait, sur le~térrain internatio- 
nal, une justice dont l’euvre apparaitrait 
manquée? Pourrions-nous, avec autant de . 


force et de foi qu’il le faudrait, réclamer 


le chatiment des criminels de guerre si 
nous he frappions pas avec une inexorable 
rigueur les complices qu’ils ont eus en 
France? 

les Alliés sont implacablement résolus 
& détruire l’hitlérisme. Notre voix sera-t- 
elle écoutée autant qu’elle devrait l’étre 
si vous semblez rechigner 4 supprimer les 
derniers tenants, peut-étre déja masqués, 
u’il conserve chez’ nous? (Tres bien !) 
e n’entends pas insister sur ces snjets 
délicats dont le Gouvernement et l’Assem- 
blée mésureront l’importance. 

L’heure m’incite 4 conclure. Il paraitrait 
que dans certaines parties d’une opinion 
publique restreinte on jugerait que cette 
Assemblée manque d’esprit d’initiative, 
d’entrain, de mordant. 


M. Etienne Nouveau. Elle ne. manque pas 
d’éloquence. (Sourires.) 


M. Georges Oudard. Ses prérogatives 
sont tres étroites, mais nous serions mal 
fondés a récriminer contre ce que nous 
avons admis en acceptant de venir siéger 
dans cette enceinte. 

Or, si des ordonnmances et des décrets 
euvent limiter les droits d’une Assem- 
lée, il n’y a aucun pouvoir au monde 
qui en puisse limiter les devoirs. Le de- 
voir vous commande, aujourd’hui, sur la 
question de. la justice, de prendre posi- 
tion a la face du pays entier, du pays pré- 
sent et aussi du pays absent qui, un jour, 
sous une forme ou sous une autre, vous 
demandera des comptes. 

Votre commission de la justice et de 
l’épuration a estimé que la maniére dont 
était rendue la justice en France, sous la 
haute autorité de M. le garde des sceaux, 
n’était pas conforme au -vceu profond de 
la nation. Cette opinion n’est-elle que la 
notre? C’est 4 lAssemblée de répondre 
(Applaudissements.) 


M. le président, La parole est 4 M. Hau- 
riou. 

Il y a encore douze orateurs inscrits. 
(Exclamations.) 


M. André Philip, rapporteur général. Ne 
pourrait-on prononcer la cléture? 


M. le président. Ce n’est pas utile, si 
les orateurs veulent bien se limiter. 


Un délégué. On pourrait réduire le temps 
de parole 4 un quart d’heure. | | 


M. André Hauriou. Trés volontiers. 


M. André Hauriou. Messieurs, je désire 
présenter quelques bréves observations sur 
une réforme fort importante qui a été réa- 
lisée, il y a un mois, de facon trés discréte, 
par M. le garde des sceaux. 

Une ordonnance du 43 janvier et un dé- 
cret du 15 janvier 1945 établissent, pour 
les tribunaux de premiére instance, le sys- 
téme du juge unique, rompant ainsi une 
tradition de we Ale cent cinquante ang 

Les textes qui établissent cette réforme 
que je ¢crois pouvoir les lire 
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C’est toyte la substance de la réforme. | 
Elie est me ns par un décret qui, luj- 
méme, esi d’une extraordinaire briévete: 

« Au cours de la deuxiéme quinzaine du 
mois de février 1945, les magistrats du 
Siége se réuniront dans chaque tribunal 
Ge premiétre instance, pour fixer l’affecta- 
tion du président, des vice-présidents ou 
des juges, entre les différentes chambres 
da iribunal. Le procureur de la République 
sera appelé pour étre entendu sur ces ques- 
tions. Un seul magistrat sera désigné par 
chambre. » 

Il est difficile d’étre plus concis pour 
réaliser une transformation aussi profonde 
de notre systéme judiciaire. il est difficile 

lement d’étre plus modeste quant aux 
: jectifs envisagés pour une pareille ré- 
orme 


L’exposé des motifs indique, en effet, 
que c’est une raison de circonstance pro- 
venant de la nédessité de répartir les mia- 

istrats entre des formations assez nom- 
| omonsae pour pouvoir évacuer les affaires, 
qui justifie la réforme réalisée il y a un 
mois. 

Tout de suite, je tiens a dire, en mon 
nom et au nom de mes camarades du mou- 
vement de la Libération nationale, qui 
m’ont demandé de prendre la parole, que 
nous sommes d’accord sur le principe de 
la réforme. 

Nous pensons, en effet, qu’il était néces- 
saire d’avoir un jour en France une grandé 
magistrature et, pour cela, d’abandonner le 
systéme de la collégialité pour instituer 
celui du juge unique. 

Je dois rappeler, monsieur le garde des 
sceaux, que vous n’avez pas toujours élé 
de cet avis sur celle importante réforme et 
jai trouvé, dans mes dossiers d’Alger, un 
rapport que vous aviez fait parvenir a la 
commission de iégisiation ie 27 janvier 
1944, dans lequel vous disiez ceci: « Un 
principe essentiel de l’organisation judi- 
ciaire francaise est la coliégialité des tri- 
bunaux. Ce principe a été trés atlaqué et 
Yon a fait valoir que, dans de nombreux 

ays éirangers, les litiges étaient soumis 
; des juges uniques, ce qui permetiait 
d@augmenter leur sens des responsabilités 
et. de mieux rétribuer des fonctionnaires 
moins nombreux. 

« En dehors de ce que les juges uniques - 
‘sont souvent assistés a l’étranger de jurys, 
il est difficilement contestable que la col- 

laliié des juges s’est introduite en 
France dans les mceurs, que jes justicia- 
bles trouvent dans les délibérés et les 
échanges de vues des juges des garantics 
non seulement d’examen, mais aussi d’in- 
d nee et d’impartialilé et que les 
habiltudes francaises de sociabilité risque- 
raient de rendre les juges, bien 4 tort 


@ailleurs, suspects de partialité. Mais ce 


risque est trop grand pour qu'il soit 
encouru. >» | 
Le probléme est donc d’importance, 
vous yoyez vous-méme, et ceri vous 
€ que, si nous sommes d’accord sur |- 
le ipe, nous pouvons avoir des rai- 
sons de ne pas ouver, dans la méme 
Mmesure, les co ons dans lesquelies la 
rélorme a été optrée, non _ que le sys- | 
Tae 292,08 te one et 
- Jout dabord, il y a an fait on, ae 
: “ae quelape peu. 
cette ordo! Da été cailate. 
ordonnance | 
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ordonnance a été pri camenene mpeee | 


: 


? ; 
* > 


~ 
TS 


‘sions & nous faire sur Il efficacité 


Le texte gui gouverne la matitre est 
article 19, alinéa 2, de Yordonnance cons- 
titutive de l’Assemblée et il dit: 

« L’avis de Assemblée doit, sanf en 


Gouvernement mentionnée dans les Visas, 
étre demandé préalablement a Padoption 
de toute législation touchant au statut des 
libertés individuelles, 4 organisation des 
pouvoirs publics et 4 Ja structure écono- 
migue et sociale du pays. » 

Je vous demande si vous ne pensez pas 
que l’organisation judiciaire soit un élé- 
ment important de l’organisation des pou- 
voirs publics, que le magistrat soit le gar- 
dien des libertés individuelles, dans notre 
pays comme dans les pays anglo-saxons, 
et que modifier d'une facon profonde 1l’or- 

anisation de la magistrature, c’est tout 

e méme, d’une facon indirecte peut-étre 
mais particuliérement grave, toucher au 
Statut ds libertés individuelles. 

Méme si juridiquement, de par la lettre 
du texte, vous aviez le droit strict de ne 
pas consulter l’Assemblée, vous avez tout 
de méme eu tort de ne pas le faire. Et le 
Gouvernement a tort de ne pas collaborer 
avec l’Assemblée d’une facon plus étroi’ 
pour l’accomplissement de l’ccuvre légisia- 
tive, (Applaudissements.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta. C’est le mot « col- 
laborer » qui lui fait peur. 


M. André Hauriou. Je demande a mes 
collégues la permission d’ouvrir une 
courte parenthése. Une assembiée, quelle 
qu’elle soit, = que soit sont recrute- 
ment, et quelles que soient les condi- 
tions dans lesquelles elle travaille, ne peut 
remplir gue deux taches: conirdler le 
gouvernement ou faire ceuvre’ législative. 

Or, aujourd’hui, apres deux mois et 

lus de fonctionnement, nous convien- 

rons les uns et les autres que noire role 
de contréle sur le Gouvernement, dans le 
cadre consultatif, est 4 peu prés Vain. 

ll y a eu un débat sur les affaires mili- 
taires qui, certes, n’a pas élé public, au 
cours duquel nous avions tout de méme 
donné une ligne directive au Gouverne- 
ment. La réponse 4 ce débat fut, quelques 
semaines aprés, la suppression de la di- 
rection des F. F. 1, au minislére de la 
guerre. 

Il y a eu aussi un débat de politique 
énérale au cours duquel l’Assemblée a 
té unanime a demander des réformes de 
structure économique. Je ne crois 
qu’une réponse ait été donnée jusqu’ici a 


la volonté manifestée d’une facon totale | 


et ferme par cette Assemblée. 
dissements.) 
Nous n’avons donc pas beaucou 


(Applau- 


@ illu- 
é notre 
pouvoir de contréle. . 

Par contre, une assemblée, dans le cadre 
consultatif, peut tout de méme iravailler 
ulilement a l’ceuvre législative; elle l’a 
moniré a Alger. 

Elie le peut d’abord parce que les hom- 
mes et les femmes qui sont sur les bancs 
d’une assemblée voient lés problémes d’un 
gil neuf.- Ils ont une perspective autre que 
eelle des services, des fonctionnaires qui, 
en fait, nous le savons tous, préparent le 
contenu intellectuel des ordonnances et 
sont les vérilables législateurs. 

Elie le peut aussi, parce gu’ils ont. la 
possibilité de donner leur plein sens, 

ein relief, aux réformes qui sont 


portée importante, étre comprises par le 
pays. | : | 
jen arrive 4 une deuxiéme critique 
de la faire appar comme une mesure 
provisoire, 4 la fois d’ordre budgétaire et 


: 


‘ 


leur | 
1 proje- 2 
tées et qui doivent, lorsqu’elles ont une | 


: 


a2 commodité administrative, j’aurais de 
| beaucoup préféré, pour ma part, qu’on 
S‘attachat 4 en dégager le sens proiond, 


c’est-4-dire tous les espoirs qu’ 
cas de nécessité constatée par ‘décision du | SPUss eu Ot DORe £0 


der sur une pareille réforme pour une 
Ténovation de la istrature et, grace 
a ce sang nouvean iniusé 4 l’appareil ju- 
diciaire, pour la restauration du civisme 
en France. 

_ Car, il faut avoir le courage de le dire, 
il se pose un probléme du civisme, uh 
probléme des assises civigues indispen- 
| Sables aux réformes de structure gue nous 
voulons tous, mais que nous ne pourrons 
réussir gue si chacun en France a le sen- 
liment d’étre, pour sa part, porteur d’une 
parceile de ja chose publique et 4 la vo- 
lonté d'accomplir pleinement son devoir 
‘social. {Applaudissements.) 

A cet égard, il y a un certain nombre 
de réformes courageuses qu’il faut réali- 
ser dés maintenant, mais qu’il faut faire 
en les portant A cette tribune. Ii faut de 

ndes lois sur la P any 2 sur la réforme 

é instruction et de l’éducation et aussi 
sur la réforme de la magistrature. 

Pourquoi ? Parce que le juge est Ie gar- 
dien de la constitution sociale. A cdté dé 
1a constitution politique, il y a une consti- 
tution sociale, celle qui a trait aux liber- 
tés individuelles, au statut de Ja famille, 
a la possession et A Pemploi des biens, a 
organisation du travail, 

C'est le juge qui en est le gardien; c’est 
Je juge qui, chaque jour, travaille A la 
définition du bon citoyen. C’est Ja raison 
pour laquelle nous voulons tous de grands 
magistrats. 


C'est pourquoi nous pensons que le sys- 
téme du juge unique peut, s’il est bien 
Ctabli et bien appliqué, en relevant la 
— de magistrat, permettre d’appeler 

es hommes de talent et de caractére en 
07 maaan une situation digne de leur 
mérite. : 


Mais pour réussir une pareille réforme, 
pour qu’elle ait sa pleine portée “‘vique 
et sociaie, il faut avoir le eourage de i’af- 
firmer du haut d’une tribune. 

J’espere que si un jour le ministre de 
la santé publique décide la suppression 
des*bouilleurs de cru... 


M. André Philipp, rapporteur général. 
Il te faudrait bien! sek . 


_ M. André Hauriou. ...i1 ne le fera pas 
incidemment par un petit article. de la 
loi. de finances, mais qu’il aura le cou- 
a de dire A ja tribune de cette Assem- 
blee que l’alcoolisme est un fléau national, 
que, si nous voulons sauvegarder la vita- 
lité de notre race, il nous faut accepter 


| les mesures nécessaires, (frés bien! trés 
| bien!) 


M. le rapporteur général. On laisse aux 
— d’alcool 25 p. 100 de leur ré- 
colte 


M. André Hauriou. De méme je voudrais 
ne y eat, um jour, un 


a . 


‘i 
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En effet, on ne peut, dans un pays, ins- 


tituer d’une fucon valable un juge unique 


que si, en méme temps et par un effort 
“immense, on s’attache a avoir tout de 
‘suite un recrutement de qualité, 

Le. juge unique ? Oui, mais non pas — 
ainsi gue M. Depreux le disait hier — des 
‘Juge de vingt-trois ou vingt-quatre ans. 

n juge unique, oui, mais un homme qui 
soit en pleine possession de la maturité 
juridique et de la maturité de caractére 
indispensables pour étre 4 la hauteur des 
responsabilités qu’implique la_ solitude 
dans le jugement. 

_ Savez-vous, par exemple, qu’en matiére 

correctionnelle la plupart des magistrats 
montrent actuellement une indulgence ex- 
cessive ? C’est parce qu’ils savent qu’ils 
sont personnellement responsables des ju- 
‘gements hg rendent et qu’ils peuvent 
craindre des réactions des justiciables. A 
‘moins qu’¥3s ne se sentent peut-étre pas 
trés compétents et que, délibérant avec 
‘eux-mémes, ils ne solent pas sdrs d’avoir 
le drot d’appliquer des sanctions graves. 

En dehors de cette critique sérieuse, je 
vous signale que la réforme a été accom- 
plie d’une facon tellement rapide et som- 
maire que vous n’avez: pas distingué le 
role du tribunal] statuant comme juridic- 
tion de premiére instance, en premier res- 
sort, et celui du tribunal statuant comme 
juridiction d’appel pour les sentences des 
juges de paix et du conseil des 
prud’ hommes. 

Savez-vous que, du fait que Jes appels 
de prud’hommes et les appels de justice 
de paix sont jugés maintenant par un 
magistrat unique, il y a une muitiplica- 
tion extraordinaire des pourvois en cassa- 
tion et que la Cour de cassation risque, 
pour beaucoup de proces, d’étre obligée de 
reprendre Pensemble des affaires ? 

Un autre point aurait mérité d’étre mé- 
dité. I] aurait été utile de distinguer entre 
le juge statuant au civil, le juge statuant 
au’ correctionne! et le juge statuant dans 
les affaires sociales. : 

Lorsque nous avions discuté-du pro- 
bléme a Alger, nous avions suggéré que si 
au ‘civil il était acceptable et méme 
‘souhaitable que le magistrat fat véritable- 
ment,seul sur som siége, au correctionne! 
et pour les affaires sociales il était par con- 
tre désirable que le magistrat fat assisté 
de jurés qui l’aideraient dans le délibéré 
‘et partageraient dans une certaine mesure 
la responsabilité de la décision. 

Etant donné que vous n’aviez pas la pos- 
sibilité d’avoir tout de suite un corps de 
grands magistrats, peut-étre auriez-vous pu 
faire une réforme plus nuancée au début, 
et: distinguer entre. le juge statuant au 
civil et le juge statuant au correctionnel 
‘ou au social. — : gle 

Pour conclure, car je ne veux pas abuser 
du temps de parole, je serais amplement 
satisfait, monsieur le garde des sceaux, si 
de cette courte intervention pouvaient dé- 
rouler deux résultats en dehors d’une amé- 
lioration de votre trés bréve ordonnance 
sur le juge unique: d’abord que les réfor- 
mes de structure indispensables dans ce 


pays soient faites en-pleine lumiére eft por- 


tées 4 la tribune de l’Assemblée; ensuite, 
qu'il soit admis dés maintenant qu’une 
entente étroite doit s’établir entre 1’Assem- 
Diée et le Gouvernement: pour 
gislative. (Applaudissements.) 


,__ M. le président, La parole est & M. Le 
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coupables. 


| de choses substantielles en yeu de mots. 
Jo souhaite que son exemple soit suivi. 


Be aan marae 
| parole est 4 M. Le Brun. 


M. Le Brun. Mesdameés, messieurs, lors 
de la discussion du collectif, . suis inter- 
venu une premiére fois sur les questions 
d’épuration industrielle en nommant de 


grands accusés que je crois étre de grands 


_ Cette premiére intervention m’a valu un 
courrier abondant, généralement anonyme, 
d’encouragements, de félicitations, d'inju- 
res et de menaces, et tout récemment ces 
quelques lignes dont la naiveté n’exclut pas 
le sérieux: « Les hommes droits et hon- 
nétes jugent utile que vous.sachiez de 
quelle facon votre réputation personnelle, 
en France et chez les alliés, est étroite- 
ment liée 4 la marche implacable et rapide 
de la justice. » ee 

Oui, c’est pour nous une question d’hon- 
neur, c’est une question d’honneur pour le 
Gouvernement provisoire de la République 
et pour la France, c’est aussi une ques- 
tion d’intérét national, puisqu’elle condi- 
tionne notre ordre public, notre effort de 
guerre, notre libération et notre indépen- 
dance nationale, que de gagner rapidement 
la bataille de l’épuration. Or, je crains que 
nous ne soyons. en danger de la perdre, 
tout au moins sur le terrain particuliére- 
ment esséntiel et délicat de_ l’épuration 
industrielle. 

Les traitres ne sont pas chatiés, leurs 
biens ne sont pas confisqués, leurs affai- 
res ne sont pas jugées. Les suspicions 
s’éternisent et se diluent, empoisonnant 
notre vie industrielle. Et trop souvent 
déja, nous, les hommes de la Résistance, 
nous sommes sur Ja défensive. 

Se gardant des sauvages ardeurs aux- 
quelles nous appelait récemment le prési- 
dent Paul-Boncour, les instructions admi- 
nistratives et -judiciaires suivent leur 
cours, somnolent, d’autant plus somnolent 
qu’il s’agit d’affaires plus complexes et 
plus graves. | 

Elles le suivent en ce qui concerne les 
affaires vrécises que j’ai évoquées dans 
cette enceinte. 

Pour une seule d’entre elles, celle visant 
M. Albert Buisson, l’enquéte de la produc- 
tion industrielle est terminée et la justice 
est saisie. Pour une autre, celle visant le 
groupe Empain, abusant de la fiction juri- 
dique que constitue la société anonyme 
moderne, on s’est ingénié, en vain. évi- 
demment, &4 démontrer gue le baron Em- 
pain posséde personnellement 51 p. 100 
des aclions des affaires qu’il contréle no- 
toirement, | - : 

Cependant, tandis qu’il est jugé par con- 
tumace par un conseil de guerre belge, 
les Forges et ateliers de construction élec- 
trique 
ministrées par un conseil.de dix mem- 
bres, dont six ne sont.autres que la Ban- 
que parisienne pour l’industrie, contrélée 
par le baron Empain, que son oncle Ku- 
géne Harmant, son beau-frére Guy de La 


Rochette, que’ ses deux secrétaires belges 


| René Destrée et Aristide Doret, ce dernier 
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en fuite-a Ear et que Georges Devillez, 


directeur génér 


Bruxelles,; =~». NC ahecete 7 
-Cependant, ainsi que M. le ministre de 


la production industrielle nous en a infor- 
més, son service des.sanctions économi- 
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des Ateliers de construc- | 
tion électrique de Charleroi, en fuite a 
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rue Galilée, a- Paris. Cette société ‘est no 
toirement la filiale francaise de la I. G. 


Farben Industrie, dont les filiales améri- 


caines et belges ont été mises sous sé- 
questre par nos alliés. En .France, cette 
entreprise ennemie, dont Jes importations : 
en 1942 atteignirent 24 millions de francs 
par mois, n’est nullement inquiétée. Elle. 
ose méme proposer d’importer par la 
Suisse 200 millions de francs de produits 
allamands. Le commerce avec l’ennemi se- 
1ait-il licite durant cette guerre ? 


‘Qu’attend la section économique et fi- 
nanciére de la cour de justice de Paris 
pour agir ? Que deviennent les 1.200 dos- 
siers depuration industrielle dont elle a 
été réguliérement saisie ? Pourquoi’ aucun 
inculpé de cette nature n’a-t-il été déféré 
devant la cour de justice elle-méme? 

J’ai essayé de me l’expliquer et j’ai dé- 
couvert: 1° que pour instruire ces 1.200 
dossiers, Ja section économique et finan- 
ciére de la cour de justice de Paris ne dis- 
pose que de 9 magistrats de parquet et 
de 20 juges d’instruction, dont 5 ne s’oc- 
cupent que de perquisitions; 2° que les 
moyens de police mis a sa disposition 
sont nettement insuffisants. €’est ainsi 
que sept interrogatoires sont poursuivis 
simultanément dans un méme local; 
3° que trop souvent des interventions ex- 
térieures perturbent, en la matiére, le 
ceurs de la justice et je n’étonnerai per- 
sonne dans cette Assemblée en disant que 
ces interventions extérieures proviennent 
principalement de 1a direction générale 
d’études et de recherches, 


La situation est-elle meilleure en pro- 
vince ?. Je n’ai pas, a cet égard, ‘de don- 
nées précises; mais je crois pouvoir affir- 
mer qu’aucune affaire sérieuse de collabo- 
ration industrielle n’y a encore été jugée. 
La aussi, vraisemblablement, les moyens 
d’action mis a4 la disposition de la justice 
sont insuffisants; l& aussi, yraisembiable- 
ment, la volonté dé justice et d’épuration 
qui devrait étre inspirée, voire imposée, 
par la. chancellerie est insuffisante; 1a 
aussi, vraisemblablement, on s’applique a 
des démonstrations et a dés expertises 
inutiles. | 


Comment expliquer autrement que n’ait 
pas encore été jugé l’industriel collabora- 
teur de Montlucon, dont la justice a dans 
ses dossiers la lettre suivante, un modéle 
du genre, adressée au directeur, a Paris, 
des fabrications allemandes: dans l’indus- 
trie francaise: : re 

« Monsieur le directeur, j’admire |’cu- 
vre de rénovation européenne que réalise 
si courageusement l’AHemagne; je com- 


prends l’effort gigantesque qu’elle lui im- 


pose actuellement. C’est pour lui apporter 
mon aide modeste, mais sincére- que j’ai 
Vhonnéur de vous soumettre la proposi- 
tion suivante, réalisable en trois étapes: 
‘-« 4° Je mets 4 votre disposition mon 
usine de Montlucon, dotée d’un matériel 
moderne et puissant, qui lui a permis en 
1939-1940 dassurer une production impor- 
tante de. matériel de: guerre, ‘dont inclus 
vous trouverez le détail. Je puis me char- 
rer d’y efféctuer, pour votre compte, dans 
des délais réduits, la mise au poiht de 
fabrications similaires. Vous auriez, dans | 

A faire 4 Moulins Je métal | 
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« 3° Dans V’avenir, mon personnel tra- | 
vaillant en Allemagne pourrait étre af- 
fecté, en connexion avec mon usine de 
Montiu , & la mise en valeur indus- 
trielle des territoires de l’Est européen, 
suivant vos directives. 

« Je pense vous apporter ainsi, suivant 
mes modestes moyens, une aide rapide, 
efficace, actuelle et durable. op : 

« Dans Yattente de votre décision, je 
vous prie dagréer, etc... » 

Cet industriel, arrété par 1]’insurrection 
nationale, n’est pas encore déféré a la 
cour de justice de son département. Est-il, 
lui aussi, couvert par la D. G. E. R. ? 


M. Jules Moch, Comment s’appelile-t-il 7? 


M. Pierre Le Brun. Il s’appelle Meiller. 

Mesdames, messieurs, M. Francois Mau- 
riac s’indignait récemment de voir juger 
et condamner des valets de plume de la 
collaboration sans que le soient avec eux 
les hommes d’affaires sofdides, au sens 
national perverti, dont ils ne furent trés 
souvent que les instruments, 

De tels hammes furent.condamnés a 
mort pour commerce avec l’ennemi durant 
Y’autre guerre. N’y aura-t-il durant celle-ci 
aucune sanction de cette nature, alors que 
le commerce avec l’ennemi a été, durant 

uatre ans, sous le vocable « collabora- 
tion », la politique officielle du soi-disant 
Etat francais ? 

On est en droit de poser cette étonnante 

estion aprés le bilan que je viens de 

esser, puisqu’il a été décidé que les 
affaires pouvant entrainer condamnation 
& mort devaient étre jugées avant le 
4°* mai. 

Oui, mesdames, messieurs, il faut en 

- finir avec |’épuration; il faut en finir avec 
la comédie de l’épuration. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 

Mais il ne saurait étre question d’en 
finir autrement que par le chatiment des 
traitres et par la confiscation de leurs 
biens, (Nowveauzr applaudissements. 

Les patriotes de nos entreprises indus- 
trielles, patrons en téte, demandent a |’As- 
semblée de, manifester 4 cet égard une 
volonté unanime. Ils demandent au Gou- 
vernement provisoire de faire, dans ce do- 
maine aussi, tout son devoir, un devoir 
dont ils ne sous-estiment nullement ce 
qu’il a de délicat et de difficile. - 

Si certains des membres de_ce Gouver- 
nement ne sont pas, pour quelque raison 

| que ce soit, 4 la hauteur d’un tel devoir, 
ors, la Patrie aux 150.000 fusillés est en 
droit d’en appeler 4 la clairvoyance et a 


énergie du grand “ae. psi a d'honneur 


- 


et la responsabilité de ider 4 la re- 


maissance de la République. (Applaudis- 
sements.) es 


) M. le go gg La parole est 4 M. Ie 
| yévérend pére ime! 


M. le R. P. ppe. Mesdames, mes- 
sieurs, je dois yous entretenir d’une affaire 
douloureuse et délicate, celle des officiers 
de Maubeuge: Thu uer, et 

ucheteur.— . 
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f peine en celle des travaux foroés 


; : - : connu la 3 
> St eee? a: : rae 
gar , _ ¥ 
* p> 


| cour des graces n’était 


parents et 
| camarades de lu 


% 
. 7 4 ~~ 
. 8s 


m’exprimer ainsi sur ce point et j’ai ac- | 


cepte. Je viens vous dire comment et pour- 
quoi j’ai changé d’opimion en vous pré- 
Sentant mon explication personnelle avec 
la réserve que doivent comporter la délica- 
tesse ct la complexité de ce sujet, mais 
aussi avec la netteté que commande ce 
ag jJ’estime devoir étre la mise au point 

e Ja justice. : 

Pour étre bref, je ferai peu de citations, 
mais je ne crois pas du tout fausser.]’objec- 
tivité des faits. Si pour plaider la cause de 
ces trois officiers F.F.I., héros de la Résis- 
tance, condamnés respectivement a sept 
et cing ans de prison, je ne me place pas 
sur le terrain d'une miséricorde sentimen- 
tale et purement gratuite a leur égard, 
c'est parce que j’estime qu’ils ont eu de 
hey graves raisons d’agir comme ils l’ont 
ait. 

La grace des condamnés est promulguée 
& Maubeuge le 26 octobre. Je vous prie de 
remarquer la date encore proche de Ia li- 
bération. Les détenus sont dans une ca- 
serne. 

« Il était. sans doute possible, dit Lam- 
bert, de faire partir immédiatement Jac- 
quet et Pinguet 4 la prison de Loos; mais 
ye Suis certain que nous aurions eu, dans 
es deux ou trois heures qui suivaient, 
quinze mille 4 vingt mille personnes, dont 
peut-étre la moitié armées, qui seraient ve- 
nues 4 la caserne lyncher le‘restant des 
détenus ». 

Or, il résulte ce qui suit des diverses dé- 
clarations: 

Premiérement, dans les jours qui ont 
précédé le jour fatal, les commandants 
Prosper et Lambert ont, 4 plusieurs repri- 
Ses, retenu et calmé les manifestants pour 
gagner du temps — je passe lés citations, 
mais elles pourraient étre nombreuses; 

Deuxiémement, les charges pesant contre 
Jacquet et Pinguet étaient graves et, vrai- 
semblablement, le dossier transmis a la 

pee complet, la cour 
martiale exceptionnelle de Maubeuge 
n’ayant pas entendu tous les témoins et 
pt be néanmoins condamné a4 mort Jacquet 
et Pinguet ainsi que trois autres détenus; 

Troisiémement, il y avait dans la prison 
bon nombre de détenus arrétés a la libé- 
ration, dont la grande majorité ne méri- 
tait pas pour autant la peine de mort. 
« Des enfants » — dit Henri Petit — « qui 
ont dix-huit ans maintenant, mais qui en 
avaient quatorze 4 la guerre, en 1940, qui 
ne méritaient méme pas une détention 
aussi Jongue, alors que les chefs sont en- 
core en liberté ou se sont sauvés »; 

Quatri¢émement, « la foule était armée 
et élle avait soif de justice », dit encore 
Henri Petit. ‘ 

«La transformation du jugement de con- 
damnation 4 mort pour les travaux forcés 


a perpétuité a véritablement fait l’effet 


d’une bombe », dit Gombert. « Nous n’au- 
rions donc pu faire qu’une chose, affirme 
Lambert, un retrait symbolique du poste 
de garde et laisser massacrer des gens qui 
ne l’auraient Ps mérité. » . 

Pourquoi ? force armée était maté- 


j Tiellement incapable de contenir la foule 


beaucoup plus nombreuse qu’elle; il était 
e de de- 


sur leurs amis. « Les F.F.I. en- 
seraient retronvés avee leurs 
e, face a face, Pun er 


| @ailleurs moralement 


mander aux soldats F.F.1. 


: 
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+ Cinquiémement, aprés ]’exéeution de 1a 


décision prise ~ le commandant pret 
le commandant lui-méme, Lambert et Cau- 
cheteur ne se sont pas dérobés aux auto- 
rités réguliéres. Ce point est d’importance 
our éclairer leur psychologie. D’aucuns 
uient les mandats d’arrét: ils ne sont 
pas du nombre, alors que la population 
aurait certainement accepté de les cacher. 

Nous sommes donc en présence d’un cas 
de force majeure, je ne dis pas dans une 
période, mais au.sein d’une atmosphére 
encore insurrectionnelle — 26 octobre — 
dans un milieu industriel trés duremeot 
éprouvé par l’occupation et par la collabo--~ 
ration, le bassin de la Sambre. 

« Des milliers de patriotes ont souffert 
dans leurs familles; ces gens n’ont pas le 
bénéfice d’un jardin. Je donne ces détails, 
explique Gombert, pour dire 4 quel point 
ces populations avaient souffert du ravi- 
taillement. » 

Or, nous le savons, l’épuisement ner 
veux crée lagitation et la fébrilité. 

« 350 déportés, disparus, fusillés pour la 
région de Maubeuge », rr André Du- 

an. Ce chiffre est lourd de répercussions 

ans les familles. 

C’est d’accord; nous sommes en pré- 
sence d’un cas d’exception. Si je ne de< 
mande pas la mise en liberté des officiers 
de Maubeuge au nom d’une charité pure- 
ment gratuite, je ne la demande pas non 
plus en vertu d’un réglement de justice 
matériellement applicable dans une lettre 
rigoureuse. Mais la décision du comman- 
dant Prosper ne peut-elle se justifier a 
titre exceplionnel? De tels cas sont-ils, a 
priori, condamnés par la philosophie mo< 
rale? Je ne le pense pas. 

Ecoutez un-docteur du xiu® siécle quf, 
sur ce point, n’a pas vieilli: 

« Les actes humains pour lesquels les 
lois positives sont faites sont des cas sin- 
guliers et concrets variables 4 Vinfini. Il 
est donc impossible d’établir une régle ab- 
solument universelle. En certains cas ex~ 


‘traordinaires, l’observation d’une loi irait 


contre la pee et le bien public que la 
loi entend précisément sauvegarder. En 
pareil cas, obéir a la loi ce serait mal agir; 
au contraire, c’est bien agir que de négli- 
ger la lettre de la loi pour faire ce qu’exi- 
gent la justice et le bien public. Il n’est 


-pas douteux que c’est pécher contre la loi 


que d’en observer la lettre si, par 14 méme 
on en viole Vesprit. Juger de la loi, c’est 
dire qu’elle est mal faite; mais dire que 
les termes de la loi n’obligent pas en telle 
ou telle circonstance bien particuliére, c’est 
juger non pas de la loi elle-méme, 
mais d’un cas déterminé qui se présente. 
Dans les cas évidents, ce qu’il faut, ce n'est 
pas interpreter, mais agir. » 
Ainsi s‘exprime l’un de nos grands doc 
teurs, lorsqu’il traite de l’équité, expres- 
sion a la fois la plus haute et la plus 
souple de la justice légale: la plus haute, 
ear elle vise le Dien commun, la plus sou- 
re aussi, car, prenant sur elfe de sacrifler 
lettre pour sauver J’esprit, elle n’agit 
og par maniére d’exception aux fronti¢res 
| 


tionnelle 


vite les offi- 
ee DP; et, le 4i' 


Gaulle, 
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tionnelle et souveraine que nous avons | 
soutenu la résistance clandestine et Vin- | 
surrection nationale. (Trés bien! trés bien! | 


et nouvequs applaudissements.) 


Philosophes chrétiens, nous enseignons . 
depuis toujours que, lorsque le bien com- | 


mun de la nation est gravement en cause, 
au jugement méme de la nalion, il est 
légitime de s'insurger dans une certaine 
perspective de réussite et de s‘entendre 
appeler traitre et dissident par le gouver- 
mement de fait aux décisions duquel on 
s’oppose. (Applaudissements.) 

C’est ce qu’a fait le général de Gaulle 
pour le salut de la France. 


Et, sous le signe de cette méme équité, 
forme exceptionnelle de la justice, nous 
enseignons encore — écoutez bien — qu’il 
est ¢galement légitime, en temps normal, 
sans mettre en cause pour autant l’auto- 
rité de l’Etat, ni le, bien-fondé d’une lol, 
de passer outre a la lettre d'une décision 

sitive, & ses propres risques et périls, 

ans une eonjoncture d’application prati- 
que, urgente et difficile pour sauver le 
bien commaun. 

A mon sens — je puis me tromper —, 
c’est ce qu’a voulu faire et c’est ce gu’a 
fait le commandant Prosper, le 26 octobre, 
4 Maubeuge. 


M. Maurice Schumann. Voulez-vous me 
permettre de vous interrompre 2 


M. le R. P. Philippe. Volontiers, mais je 
vous prie d’étre bref. 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Mau- 
rice Schumann, avec la permission dé 
’orateur, 


M. Maurice Schumann. Si vous étes fail- 
lible, monsieur le révérend pére Philippe, 
je de suis os Pe encore; mais 
aprés avoir étudié i’affaire de Maubeuge 
de trés prés et avec beaucoup de scrupules 
de conscience, j’ai abouti aux mémes con- 
clusions que vous et c’est un témoignage 
. que j’ai eru-de mon devoir de rendre 

public. (Applaudissements.) 


M. je R. P. Philippe. Je vous remercie. 

Le droit de yrace du chef d’Etat n’est 
pas em cause. Mais fallait-il qu’en fait la 

Ace de deux condamnés 4 mort devenus 

agnar’s 2 perpétuité fat l’oecasion d’une 
forte émeute qui aurait provoqué ja mort 
et de ces deux bagnards et de bien d’an- 
tres victimes, moins coupables sinon inno- 
centes, et peut-étre trés nombreuses ? D'ot 
représailles, d’oti sanctions, bref, te pire. 

De telles répercussions pouvaient-elles 
étre, je ne dis pas dams l’intention, la 
question me sé pose pas, mais dans les 
prévisions de la grace accordée ? Je ne 
puis pas le penser; cette grace aurait cohté 
‘trop cher. 

Je ne cherche pas a Ilégitimer morale- 
ment l’aveugle pression d’une foule. Nous 
connaissons ta psychologie des fonles 
Mais je concois cette aveugle pression 
comme un fait brutal s’imposant au com- 
mandant Prosper. Dés lors | 


que le com- 
mandant juge en fait inapplicable la me- | 
sure de price par exception, ces deux 
e sont plus des bagnards, fits 
& mort. Le eomman- 


hommes 


byt hae > al op pas iz 
Heattine-aat i de maniére équitable. 
hevant force indemptable, il peut étre 


liéré an titre de Péquité. 


de la justice; s’ils sont 


a | qu'un aspect du 
: qu’elle doit étre et 


: des eceurs. 
longés.) 


parole. L’Assemblée le 
votre président l’en remereie. < 


Ainsi, je rejoins 1a la déposition du lieu- 


tenant de gendarmerie Bernadeau qui dit ; | 
«Le commandant Prosper. et le eomman- | 
'dant Arthur ont rendu un grand service 


ala oreree de Maubeuge en lui évi- 
tant de commetire un carnage. Naturelle- 
ment, au point de vue militaire, on peut 
les condamner parce qu’ils ont désobéi, 


' mais, au point de vue moral, ils n’avaient 


pas d’aulre moyen d’agir. » 

Me faisant l’interpréte du Front national, 
je demande la libération des trois officiers 
de Maubeuge et la revision de leur procés. 
Je formule ces demandes au nom de 
Véquité, laissant 4 d’autres la responsabi- 
lité de rejoindre mes propres conclusions 
par le.chemin du pardon. 


Malgré la crise du papier, certains arti- 
eles de journaux paraissent qui aiment a 
ironiser sur ]’union de la Résistance. Peut- 
étre seront-ils tentés de se moquer d’un 
religieux plaidant en faveur d’un eommu- 
niste, puisque Lambert était communiste. 
Mais cela nous ferait mal, ef méme irés 
mal, eu égard aux morts de la Résistance 
qui ont mélé leur sang pour la méme 
cause, faut-il le redire, de d’Estienn® 
d’Orve & Gabriel Péri. (Vifs applaudisse- 
ments.) 

Dans la Résistance, il n’y a jamais eu 
pour moi ni communistes, ni socialistes, 
ni catholiques. If n’y avait que des Fran- 
eais au service de la France. (Vifs applau- 
dissements.) 

L’habit que je porte dit assez que je ne 
me ferai ici l’accusateur de personne en 

articulier. Mais si je comprends que la 
justice doit avoir de rigoureuses exigences 
proportionnées aux délits contre ceux qui 
ont torturé, fusillé, tué, activement colla- 
boré au service de Hitler, contre ceux qui 
se sont scandaleusement enrichis aux 
dépens des pauvres, contre la corruption 
de l’argent sous toutes ses formes, contre 
le sabotage des dossiers, eontre les métho- 
des de calomnie et de vengeance person- 
helle, je serai, moi, dans mon réle — et 
je. Sais, mesdames, messieurs, que vous le 
comprendrez — en insistant sur la com- 
préhension qu’il faut avoir pour les beso- 
veg et les petites gens de la eollabora- 
ion, victimes trop souvent de leur pau- 
vreté réelle, de leur faiblesse ou de mau- 
vais exemples dont ils ne portent pas la 
responsabilité. (Trés bien! irés bien!) 


Pour étre franc, je dois dire qu’A mon 
sens Hl y a elquefois trop de dureté 


contre le lampiste. (Applaudissements.) 


J’en pourrais citer bien des cas. La jus- 
tice est souvent trop dure par en bas. Que 
les juges et les jurés y réfléchissent! S’ils 
he sont pas des provocateurs, ils eompfro- 
mettent, sans le vouloir, Pouvre méme 
es provocateurs, 
il faut les éliminer. C’est chose grave gui 


| pourrait contribuer 4 conduire au pire. 


Je sais bien que ce dernier trait n’est 

prebléme de la justice; 

accord! Mais je suis dans mon réle en 

le soulignant pour ane 

: ement, car nous ¥ 

aspirons tous, B a la paix des esprits et 
(Vifs. a 


M. le 


La parole est 4 M. Ramette. 


— 


rénité et 


— 


a 


—_—— 


Ja justice soit ce. 


; | 

udissementg pro- tné, trois F. F és, deux 
: ) | patriotes n’échap ent & Ja mort que pi 

d’autres patriotes, ge ats. dar 


M. Bonte renonce 4 la | 
ttera, mais 


Comme I’a trés bien fait ressortir Je 
R. P. Philippe, si l'on veut juger avec sé- 
ustice Jes événements qui se 


sont déro & Maubeuge, il faut essayer 


de se replacer dans J’atmosphére qui exis- 


tait alors. Le R. P. Philippe a trés bien fait 
de souligner la date & laquelle ces évé- 
hements se sont passés: le 26 octobre 1944, 
c’est-a-dire deux mois aprés la libération 
de notre territoire, et cela dans un cen- 
tre métallurgique ov la population ou- 
vriere a beaucoup souffert, non seulement 
de la guerre, mais du fait de collabora- 
leurs qui ont accordé leur conconrs a I’en- 
hemi, pour gu’il exerce la répression la 
lus brutale contre les travailleurs réfrac- 
aires qui refusaient de se soumettre a la 
domination de l’ennemi et de partir tra- 
vailler en All ne. ; 
_ Parmi ces collaborateurs se trouvait un 
industriel nommé Jacquet, président du 
groupe « Collaboration », qui se faisait une 
ofession de dénoncer les ouvriers ré- 
actaires. On a trouvé chez Jui des let- 
tres anonymes expédigées & la komman- 
dantur. Par sa faute, des centaines de 
Francais ont été poursuivis, condamnés; 
maints d’entre eux ont trouvé la mort, 
assassinés par les boches; d’autres ont été 
a. | 
pres une manifestation qui s’est déron- 
jée dans cette région, 160 membres de 
’O. C. M. furent arrétés et déportés du 
fait de ce triste individu. Il avait, comme 
associé dans son ceuvre de trahison, un 
nommeé Pinguet, directeur d’usine, mem- 
bre du R. N. P., président du C. O. S. I. et 
chef de la milice du bassin de Ja Sambre. 

Contre ces hommes, grandes étaient 1a 
haine ,et la colére, tout & fait légitimes, 
des Francais de cette région. 

Elles étaient jastifiées par les actes eri- 
minels de trahison de ce Pinguet et de son 
associé. A la libération, ces traitres sont 
incarcérés a la caserne Joyeuse a Mau- 
beuge. Immédiatement des manifestations 
Sse produisent, exigeant non seulement 
Yarrestation, mais la condamnation immé- 
diate de ces deux individus et de tous 
leurs comparses. . 

Une cour martiale se réunit devant la 
pression populaire. Elle est oe par. 
un officier d’active, le colonel Lajouanie. 
Pinguet et Jacquet sont condamnés a mort 


ainsi que trois de leurs comparses. 
| Les faits en sont 1a, On aurait pu pen- 
ser, espérer que la condamnation rameéne- 


rait le calme dans la population. Mais il 
faut se rappeler dans quelle période ces 
faits se passaient. Nous étiens 4 quelques 
semaines de la libération. La eolere ne 
pouvait pas popes aussi rapidement et 
aussi facilemen | 
Des brnits cireulent, dans la population, 
que l’on va transférer les eondamnés dans 
une autre — en vue de les faire échap- 
er 4 Yexécution de ta sentence, qu’ils ont 
nt de fois méritée. 


Voici que la situation va encore se cor- 
ser. Des faits vont exciter ja colére po- 
pulaire: Toute une suite d’attenfats se 
a cin 


yp wero 
walans palonne : un sergent-chef est 
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“ ¢e moment, alors 


responsabilité; se laisser 


dont Phonneur ne 
_avaient été placés 
que Prosper et ses compagnons, ils auraient 


_ Want lé tribunal; c’est-a-dire 
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Pinguet sont toujours en on, U’est a 
aa vue I’ Priation régne 
dans la région, le 25 octobre, que par- 
vient la nouvelle: la peine de mort appli- 


' quée a Jacquet et Pinguet est. commuée 
en peine de pesos perpétuelle. 


Evidemment, on comprend, en de‘telles 


'-circonstances, en‘ présence de ces événe- 


ments, comment la foule a pu étre con- 


’ duite & se porter; par des manifestations 
" yépétées et toujours plus amples, aux 
*abords de la caserne Joyeuse, -qu’elle 
" assiége a plusieurs reprises: ) 


Or, il y a dans cette caserne, non pas 
seulement Jacquet et Pinguet, mais une 


-centaine d’autres condamnés, la plupart 


our des faits beaucoup moins graves. Et 


“Je R. P. Philippe a insisté sur ce point 


que méme un jeune homme, Agé de dix- 
huit ans, qui s est laissé engager dans la 
L. V. F. & quinze ou seize ans, se trouve 


dans cette caserne. 


La foule veut en forcer les portes. Elle 


_Vveut s’emparer des condamnés. Dans une 
telle situation, que devaient faire ceux qul 


avaient la garde de ces prisonniers ? C’est 
devant l’alternative suivante que se trou- 
vent A ce moment-la le commandant Pros- 


per et ses amis. 


ou ne prendre aucune 
éborder par la 
foule, la laisser pénétrer dans la caserne — 
et nous assistions alors au massacre de 


Il faut choisir: 


her dé cent condamnés — ou essayer de 
i 


miter les dégats. 
C’est 4 ce moment que le commandant 
Prosper, avec ses deux coOmpaghons, pour 


calmer la colére populaire, décide d’exé- 


cuter la sentence qui a été prise par le 


‘tribunal auelque temps auparavant. En 


exécutant des hommes qui ont mérité cent 
fois la mort par leurs actes criminels de 
trahison et par leurs dénonciations de 


_Franeais 4a la vindicte de Vennemi, du 


hboche, ils ont, de cette facon, évité le pire. 
Le R. P. Philippe nous a apporté des 


_témoignages, notamment celui du_ gen- 


darme Bernardeau. A tout ce qu’a. signalé 
le R. P. Philippe; il faut aussi ajouter ce 
que déclare Bernardeau, le lieutenant de 
gendarmerie: « Si Arthur et Prosper 
n’avaient pas exécuté Jacquet et Pinguet, 


je J’aurais fait moi-méme. Leur geste a 


évité un carnage. » Et c’est le général Join- 


_Ville qui, questionné par l’avocat, M® Nor- 
._mand, déclare: « Il appartient 4 un mili- 


taire d’exécuter les ordres qui lui sont 
donnés. Lorsque les supérieurs sont ab- 
sents, il y a des initiatives 4 prendre. 


. Quant a moi,.il est infiniment probable 


que, placé dans ces circonstances, j’aurais 
pris la méme initiative. » 

_ Voila le témoignage de -deux officiers, 
eut étre contesté: s’ils 
ans la méme situation 


agi.de méme. | . 
Voila la déclaration qu’ils ont faite de- 
"en soldats 

bilité.. - 

Arthur, leurs compagn 


ils auraient pris leur resp 


Prosper e ons, 


sont des hommes dont le passé de patriotes 


ne peut parte mis en doute, ne peut pas 


Sey £e 


our s’assurer que Jacquet et | 


tre con asté, qui ont su faire leur devoir | 
endal  t ornore qui sont presque des 


= 


+ de Libreville et 


‘Tt faut 


viser rocés de Maubeuge. Il faut libérer 
ces héros de la libération nationale, ceux-la 
qui ont donné toute leur vie pour qué vive 
la France, hee que soit libéré notre pays. 
Il faut les faire sortir de prison; il faut les 
remettre & leur place, au combat contre 
Vhitlérisme. (Applaudissements.) 


M. le président. La parole est 4 Mme 
Couette. . 


Mme Marie Couette. Monsieur le prési- 
dent, je renonce &# la parole parce que 
Pog en a dit plus que je n’en avais 
& dire. . 


M. le président. Je vous en remercie, 
madame, au nom de |’Assemblée. 
La parole est 4 M. Guillery. 


M. Pierre Guillery. Mesdames, messieurs, 


| je demande-a M. le ministre de la justice 


si les deux cas que je vais exposer brie- 
vement sont directement ou _ indirecte- 
ment du ressort de son ministére. 

Il y a la-bas, en Afrique équatoriale 
francaise, deux personnages dont les: fonc- 
tions sont telles qu’ils ont pu, a Libre- 
ville, au Gabon, fin aoit 1940, établir le 
régime de Vichy. Cela s’est, d’abord, tra- 
duit par l’arrestation, la déportation, et 
méme l’emprisonnement d’un certain nom- 
bre de patriotes, pour se solder, deux 
mois plus tard, _ les combats sanglants 

e suicide du gouverneur 
de cette colonie. 

Il s’agit de i as big Tendy ét de l’avo- 
cat Cremona qui, le 30 aodt 1940, alors 
que le Gabon venait de se rallier au BE- 
néral de Gaulle ont, par leur propagande, 
et leur action directe sur le gouverneur, 


| fait revenir celui-ci sur son ralliement de 


Vavant-veille, félonie qui a eu pour cyn- 
séquence les faits que je viens de vous 
énumeérer. 

Ces deux personnages qui figurent donc 
parmi les grands responsables de ces tra- 
giques événements de novembre 1940, sont 
taujours en place; et ceci ne va pas sans 
risquer de donner lieu, un jour ou |’ai- 
tre, a2 des incidents qui, espérons-le tou- 
tefois, pour le cas ot ils viendraient a se 
produire, ne se traduiront pas~ par Var- 
restation de patriotes, comme cela vient 
d’arriver en France aux officiers de Mau- 
beuge. 

C’est pourquoi je demande 4 M. le mi- 
nistre de la justice s’il est du ressort ¢e 
son ministére de décider — ce qui per- 
metira la mise en application de Ja pre- 
miére mesure qui s’impose 4 l’égard de 
ces deux personnages — leur expulsion 
de Sic a équatoriale francaise, ihéatre 
de leurs tristes exploits. : 

Je désire également savoir ce 
fait pour empécher ceux gui on 
V’Afrique équatoriale francaise et le Came- 
roun en aodt 1940 d’y revenir. Ces gens 
nous ont quittés lachement, croyant, en 
agissant ainsi, ne courir aucun risque. 
que cette attitude, .qui est une 
sorte de désertion, soit sanctionnée par 


ui sera 
uitté 


reprendre des places qu’ils n’ont pas eu 


le courage de garder. a 


Tl faut méme qu’on ne les: revoie plus 
aux colonies, aussi bien\au ministére que 
dans les. territoir 


7 


M. le président. La parole est & M. Ha- 


mon. 
_M. André Hamon. Messieurs, 1’Assemblé 
SF . ; > bréy tion 


ed 


bn oh a savoir ‘il faut absolument Te- | 
ep 


Vinterdiction de ne plus pouvoir venir- 


| ires de notre empire. (Trés 
ne 


6. 
dont | - 


a 


ralisations et le développement ya avait 
entrainé pour les services compétents qui 
dépendent du ministére de la justice. 

Cestsur la nécessité d’une politique 
véritable des naturalisations que je désire 
intervenir trés rapidement. 

La politique xénophobe de tracasseries 
et dinhumanité de Vichy, 14 comme ail- 
Jeurs, a tourné trés exactement le dos a ce 
qu’étaient_le véritable intérét francais et 
le vrai-souci dela grandeur francaise. 

Si nous avons eu, au-cours de ces der- 
nieres années, le sentiment tragique que 
le nombre des Francais, le- volume de 
la France, n’étaient peut-étre pas assez 
grands pour porter le message de notre 


pays dans le monde, force nous est bien 


de dire ici que la Ill* République, par elle- 
méme, ne nous apporte pas un concours 
suffisant, car elle n’a pas eu une politique 


| veritable, une politique suivie de l’immi- 


gration et de l’assimilation a la France. 
Ii faut embrasser tout l’ensemble de ce 
probléme qui comporte deux aspects: 
d’abord, la poljtique de la natalité; d’au- 
tre part celle de l’assimilation. En ce qui 
concerne la politique de la natalité, 1’As- 
semblée a déja entendu M. le ministre de 
jets il a montré que ce n’était pas en 
imitant la démocratie, que ce n’était pas 
en se tournant exclusivement vers les an- 
ciennes traditions, mais que c’était aussi 
en faisant appel a l’esprit de réalisme des 
travailleurs et a4 leur concours qu’il était 
possible d’espérer un relévement substan- 
tiel de la natalité francaise. 


Nous savons d’ailleurs que cela ne suf- 
fit pas, parce que l’4ge de notre popula- 
tion ne permet pas un relévement rapide 
et parce qu’enfin on n’obtiendrait la que- 
des résultats qui, pour la reconstruction 
de la France, pour le cover nyse de 
son économie, ne seraient valables. que 
dans une vingtaine d’années. Or, nous 
aurons besoin demain de millions de bras 
pour- reconstruire notre pays; il faudra 
done accueillir les hommes qui viendront 
de toute part pour entreprendre l|’cuvre 
qui nous attend. ns 


La tache de demain, c’est l’invitation 
4 la grandeur francaise, selon l’expression 


d’un écrivain, et c’est une invitation que 
nous voulons voir accepter, celle-la. 


Dans ces circonstances, un ensemble de 


problémes se pose & vous, monsieur le 
garde des sceaux. Il ne suffit pas de pré- 
voir des naturalisations 4 propos.desquelles 
nous sayons que, sous votre impulsion, vos 
services feront preuve d’un libéralisme 
nouveau. Le probléme des naturalisations 
doit étre coordonné avec une politique 
d’importation de la main-d’ceuvre basée 
sur la sélection et la répartition de la main- 
d’ceuvre selon les besoins locaux, les apti- 


tudes et les facultés d’assimilation. Cette ~ 


tache doit étre menée par votre départe- 


ment en liaison touf au moins avec le mi- 
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la santé publique. Elle a connu ses pro-’ 


ey A a GO -<- — 


tique et eo 
pouvez 


- Mais it n’était pas manvai 


a #. 


<< 


Vv ‘se 


que ce pro- 
bléme de ka population frameaise fit évo- 
que précisément 4 propos des naturalisa- 
tions, car notre pays appauvri, saigné, 
auguel d’ameuns c¢ontestent emcore son 
rang, aura ainsi affiriné qu'il n’a pas perdu 


_- Pespérance en ni-méme, qu'il sait encore 


le rayonnement qu’il peut exercer dans. le 
monde, qu’ sait Patirait dont if dispose, 
qu'il sar quwil peut conmnaitre encore 
¢e qu’arx plus sombres jours d oppres- 
sion et de clandestinité um de nos plus 


grands écrivains de Pillégalité powvait ap- } 


peler la marehe & Pétoile. 

Cette marche a )étoile, comment Ia con- 
cevez-vous ? Que fomt ves services pour 
Forganiser ? Tel est le point sur lequel, 
monsieur le ministre, nous .aimerions 
entendre vos explications. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 


M. fe président. La parole est 4 M. Tubert. 

Plusieurs déléqués. A demain! 

M. le président. Messieurs, il n’y a plus 
que trois orafeurs inscrits; il faut savoir 


finir une diseussion. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 
La parole est 4 M. Tubert. 


M. Pawi Tubert. Mesdames, messieurs, 
désireuse d’embrasser dams son ensem- 


hie et dans un méme débat tout le pro- f[ 


bléme de la justice, la commisison de la 


justice et de l’épuration m’a ehargé d'in- | 


tervenir en son nom pour ce a concerne 
le probléme de la justice militaire et de 
Pépuration dans Parmée, qui est du res- 
sort du ministre de la guerre. 

A la vérité, nous avons déja abordé, 
devant ce dernier, cette question en com- 
mission pléniére, mais M. Je ministre de 
Ja guerre n’a daigné faire aucune réponse, 
ni verbale, ni. écrite, pour expliquer les 
faits graves que nous lui avons signales. 
De cela, notre susceptibilité ne s émeut 
guére, mais notre logique prend une nou- 
velle fois la mesure du dédain qu’éprouve 
le ministre pour cette Assemblée. 

Pourtant, on nous permettra de le rap- 
peler ici, aux termes de lordonnance du 
4i octobre 1944, l’Assemblée est chargée 
de «fournir une expression aussi large: 
que possible de l’opinion nationale et d’ex- 
primer au Gouvernement les désirs, les 
coléres et les souffrances du pays». C'est 


le texte méme de Pordonnance. C'est done | 
A la fois notre droit et notre devoir de 


dire la vérité, et nous allons nous y ef- 
foreer. 

La justice est un besoin inné de 
Phomme, qu’il soit em paix ou en guerre, 
em période ealme_ au en révolution. Si le 
pours remain se contenta, 4 une époque 


sen histoire, et pour som malheur, de 


pain et de jeux, nous nous refusons 4 
croire que -notre pays en est arrivé au 

de se laisser mener avee un peu de 
pain et beaucoup de. cinéma, 

Aprés le pain, c’est de justice que nas 
eompatziotes, ont le plus g : 
eet , l@ justice militaire n’est qu une 
du’ grand. arbre de la justice. 


Aussi les principes et Jes méthodes de |. 
udiciaire doivent-ils. y trouver éga- 
| Ta. substitution de |. 


Yordre: j 
ment leur 
Fonilerme > Ia rack ey tee 
utorité du ministre ze de la, guerre 


~ 


ace, et 
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plus grand besoin. A | 


Ceei est dit seulement pou: 


Pattitude de la | ; 
qui a tenu & ce que des observations. cen- 


aujour- 


de ja Te saient présentées 
dba a cette tribune. | 
Nes observations porterqnt sur la justiee 
} dans l’armée, dans Vacception la plus 
large da terme, c’est-d-dire que nous exa- 
| Minerons successivement Jlactivité dé- 
| ployée dans cet ordre d@idée sur les trois 
. pl relevant de Vautorité dw ministre: 
e plan disciplinaire, le plan judiciaire et 
} le plam politique de Pépuration. 
+ Sur le pla disciplimaire mous constatons 
trop souvent — coincidence ou incidence 
» — ja rencontre de relations personnelles ou 
+ Vinterventions extérieures dams des déci- 
sions qui devraient étre objectives. Nous 
ne Voulons pas passionmer le débat en y¥ 
' mélant des questions de personnes, mais 
| notre qualité de représentant de la Résis- 
t fance de Algérie nous oblige a signaler 
| Yindignation des patriotes du 8 movem- 
bre 1942 que l’on persiste & Brimer, ear le 
haut commandement ne leur pardonne pas 
' de Pavoir raralysé ce jour-la pour libérer 
| PAfrique du Nord. 
| Nous nous bornerons 4 évoquer seule- 
ment deux cas bien typiques. Le premier 
est celui dun jeune étudiant,. adjoint au 
eapitaine Pilafor, qui fut admirable de 
bravoure et suppléa son chef tué au cours 
| des opérations. Il n’a pas encore reeu 
-Vhommage dun simple ruban alors que, 
volontaire parachutiste, il remplit avec 
} succés, sur les arriérés de l’ennemi, de 
.nombreuses missions. 


Le deuxiéme cas est celui d’un colonel 
breveté qui s’est distingué dans les opé- 
rations qui permirent le débarquement et 
} qui n’a pu obtenir, 4 ce jour, un com- 
+ mandement, alors que les chefs militaires 
| de Vichy ont été comblés, comme jamais 
| un régime victorieux n’a récompensé les 
| siens. Nous avons assez d’abnégation pour 
' rester silencieux devant certains faits. et 
| certaines situations qui révoltent la cons- 
cience, mais que la nécessité a pu imposer 
au Gouvernement. Mais que ce méme gou- 
| vernement abandonne ceux qui ont été ses 
+ fidéles dams les mauvais jours, et dans un 
+ milieu hostile, aux plus fermes soutiens 


} mettre. Que, dans. l’armée, les patriotes 
soient 4 la merci de mercenaires, c’est un 
| fait contre leque] protestent le eceur et la 
; raison, : 


“nous demandons que cesse cette débawehe 
' de galoms pour les gens bien em cour, pai- 


‘ment a Paris. 
Pour nous en tenir aujourd’hni au seul 
_demaine de la justice militaire, nous rele- 
| Wons. des capitaines promus commandants. 
' en juin et leutenants-colonels, en décem- 
bre, et if ne s’agit pas de F. F. fF. ft est 
| vrai que, dans ce pays,.a l*inverse de la 
_logique et. contre Pmtérét des contribua- 
. bles, il y aura bient6t plus de colonels 
- que de capitaines. , 
Mais quand ij s’agit @honoerer par déco- 
.Tation pesthume la mémoire de. ceux qui 
. ont fait le , OM Se 
. & appliquer Tes textes. régfementaires. | 
Sur elui des. tribu- 
taires, eonsidérons. 


, BERK 
| . des 
| cermant, dans ce domaine, le département’ 
) 

} 


| du régime de Pétain qui sont aujourd’hui } 
+} en bonne place, nous ne pouvons l’ad- } 


Par ailleurs, d’une facom plus générale, | 


' siblement easés & Yarriére, particuliére- | 


- | ne -sent. 


justice. 
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€xemt a Nay L ae + U 
inculpations nous est donné par l’a 
fon exercée contre les hautes pers nn 
| dités civiles ef militaires de l’Empire qt 
ont opposé les troupes du gouverneme 
de Vichy tant aux forces francaises libr. 
| qu’anx armées alliées conti la but 
' contre axe. | ) 


Si partout les responsabilit 
} combé, & des degrés divers, d'une 
} aux ehefs de colonies, d’autre part, 
}commandants militaires de terre, de -m 
fet de Pair, les jpoursuites judiciaires oi 
elé engagées de facon telle que des pe 
Sonnalités dont le rdle a été. sensibleme’ 
, anafogue sont les unes inculpées et les a 
tres épargnées et, parmi celles-ci, certain 
ont vu leur situation brisée et certain 
| poursuivent encore sams encombre le 
‘carriére. 


} Un autre exemple nous est fourni p 
}les poursuites exercées contre les eng 
}gés dans la légion tricolore, Oils séy 
rement condamnés, alors que les ehefs q 
les ont incités 4 conclure cet engageme 
ne sont nullement inquiétés. 


+ Em ee qui concerne les Ienteurs de 
justice militaire, unm gros argument d” 
cuse fut le nombre insuffisant des mag 
trats miflttaires. Or, il a été nommé da 
le corps des assimmlés spéciaux de la ja 
tice militaire des personnes qui n’y ont 
mais fait de services et dont la nominati 
ne fut qu’um Meyen commode de recev¥ 
d’embléeé trois galons de eapitaine. Il s 
trouve ainsi éparpillés dans divers ser 
‘ees, parfois méme dans des services ef\ 
ou. leur emploi, d’ailleurs illégal, n’a @: 
tre but que de leur procurer, en’ plus 
leur traitement civil, toutes les indem 
tés militaires afférentes a leur grade et 
possibilité de prendre leurs repas pour 
prix dérisoire a V’hétel Lutetia ou dans 
autre mess. 


Quant & la composition des tribuna 
militaires, il ¥ a lieu de distinguer de 
catégories de juges. La premiére compre 
les commissaires du Gouvernement et 
juges d’instruction qui, tous, appartik 
‘nent soit au corps des officiers de just 
‘Tnilitaire de Parmée active, soit am co: 
des assimilés spéciauix, 


M. le président. Monsieur Tubert, perm 
.fezsmoi de vous faire observer courtoi 
ment que l’Assemblée discute aetuellem: 
.des crédits de la justice civife et non ] 
de ceux relatifs 4 la justice militaire. 


M. Paul Twhert. La commission de 
justice et de |’Gpuration-m’a donné m 
dat d’intervenir en son nom. : 

Jai fait observer aux membres de 
‘commission que M. le ministre de la gue 
ne devant pas étre présent.... | 
ML André Philip, rapporteur généi 
Nous n’en sommes pas ‘or discussion | 
budget de la guerre. : 


M.. Past Tubert. ...lors de la discuss 
des crédits de la justice, mom intervent. 
risguait de paraitre mal venue. : 

|M.. le président. Monsicur Tubert, ui 
également vous dire eg nt ES 
cutera ultérieurement du Budget de 
guerre... ec Pa ie : 


a. J 
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“le présic ent, et me serais déja interrom 
. gi Pobservation m’avait été faite plus tot. 


_ Je reprendrai mon exposé le moment 
venu. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 


M.:le président. Il vous sera loisible de 
reprendre vos explications lors de la dis- 
cussion du budget de la guerre. 


M. Paul Tubert. M. le ministre de la 
uerre sera-t-il présent ?.M. le ministre des 
in:nces m/’avait donné l’assurance que 
M. le ministre de la guérre serait présent 
4 la séance d’hier mardi. 


M. René Pleven, ministre des finances. 
M. le ministre de la guerre sera présent 
ors de la discussion de son budget. 


M. André Philip, rapporteur général. Il 
7 est obligé. px 


M. le président. M. le ministre de la 
ruerre sera présent lors de la discussion 
le son budget, je vous. en donne l’assu- 
ance, monsieur TuDert. 


M. Paul Tubert. En la circonstance, je 
’ait fait que déférer au désir de la com- 
r1ission de la justice et de l’épuration. Je 
rie l’Assemblee de m’excuser. 


M. le président. Il n’a pas été question 
our moi de vous faire une autre obser- 
ation que celle que me dictait le régle- 
ent. 


M. Francois Labrousse. Est-ce que le 
purnal officiel relatera cet incident? 


M. le président. Je le pense bien, mon- . 


eur Labrousse. 
Auriez-vous déj& vu un incident qui 
’aurait pas été relaté par le Journal ojft- 
‘el? En tout cas, celui-ci y sera men- 
onné. 

La parole est 4 M. Vivier. 


M. René Vivier. Mesdames; messieurs, 
“ ois observations me semblent utiles 4a 
‘opos des travaux qui incombent au mi- 
stre de la justice. L’une concerne la leé- 
slation des loyers, l’autre les naturalisa- 
ons et la troisiéme l’épuration. 
En décembre 1944, la création d’une com- 
ission d’étude des questions des loyers 
it décidée. Elle fut chargée de préparer 
inification des textes legislatifs en_ vi- 
ieur et de résoudre les divers problémes 
uulevés par les rapports entre bailleurs 
locataires, 
J’aimerais connaitre les résultats des 
avaux de cette commission. En effet, le 
‘obléme de la reconstruction posant en 
—wrollaire la sauvegarde du patrimoine im- 
obilier, aucun homme sensé ne pgsurrait 
mprendre qu’aux malheurs de la guerre 
_ ajoutent les conséquences de la législa- 
ym néfaste. qui, depuis 1919, conduit la 
|: opriété immobiliére 4 la ruine et favorise 
8 combinaisons les plus nuisibles 4 ]’in- 
rét général. : 
| Sans doute nous dira-t-on que le prix des 
-ameubles a doublé depuis 1939. Ce. prix 
~doublé parce que l’acquéreur se contente 
- un revenu deux fois moindre et ce calcul 
_ rement spéculatif ne tient aucun ccmpte 
‘§ travaux d’entretien, qui représentaient 
_p.-100 du loyer brut de 1914 et qui 
| telgnent 420 p. 100 de celui de 1944, 
’ Aucun travail sérieux n’étant plus exé- 
| té, le capital se défruit et les immeubles 
| mbent en gy an é 7 tronipeuses 
| sparences, construction, devenue non 
. , est pre arrétée depuis 1914 
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beaucoup plus 


le droit de propriété ot 5 
tique du lo rh, et da’ 


in gratuits, La 
encore se dessinera cette ligne de 


artace 


Mos éminents collégues et je saurai- alors, 
sans hésitation, de- 
car je sujs persuadé, basant mon jugement 
sur les experiences des assurances sociales 
et des habitations & bon. marché, que, si 
Etat tente cette nouvelie démonstration, 
il inscrira une faillite de plus a son actif, 


a . a 


‘faillite dont, une fois encore, Je contri- 


buable fera Jes frais. 

Je sais.qu’une fois de plus il serait fait 
appel aux bienheureux centimes addition- 
nels. Mais, a force d’additions, les temps 
viendront ot: il n’y aura plus de centimes. 

Flatter le peuple est une chose, lui pro- 
poser une discipline en est une autre et 
ce n’est pas en Je flattant qu’on Tf? sert. 

Lincoln disait en 1858: « On peut trom- 
per tout le monde pendant quelque temps 
vu gquejques- personnes indéfiniment, mais 
on ne peut pas tromper tout le monde 
indéfiniment. » 

A chaque session, nous entendons de- 
mander des avantages spéciaux pour l’al- 
cool. L’un de nos collégues ne disait-il pas 
hier: « A-t-on besoin d’alcool, oui ou 
non? » Je vous dis maintenant: A-t-on 
besoin de logements, oui ou non? 

Les faits se chiffrent de la facon sui- 
vante : louvrier macon qui consacrait, en 
1914, 142 p. 100 de son salaire au loyer, 
n’en consacrait plus, en octobre 1944, que 
3 p. 100, contre 21 p. 100 en Italie, 20 p. 100 
en Allemagne, 19. p. 100 en Angleterre et 
12 p. 100 en Russie. Par contre, alors que 
la -tuberculase détermine 79 décés_ sur 
1.000 habitants en Allemagne et 83 en 
Angleterre, elle en détermine 153 en 
France. 

Pour sauver dans: l’intérét commun le 
patrimoiné immobilier, pour. protéger les 
foyers contre la tuberculose, pour lutter 
utilement contre le taudis, il faut, par des 
mesures inteligentes, faire renaitre l’habi- 
tude de consacrer 4a. l’habitation une part 
importante du budget 
familial. : | 

Le décret du 26 septembre 1939 doit étre 
abrogé partiellement; les dispositions qu’il 
comporte ne doivent subsister que pour les 
mobilisés, les prisonniers, les déportés po- 
litiques et du travail, leur femme et ies 
personnes a leur charge ou vivant habi- 
tuellement avec eux et les chéOmeurs con- 
trolés. | 

Le marché noir des appartements doit 
étre .sévérement réprimé sous toutes ses 
formes, comme devrait l’étre d’ailleurs 
tout marché noir, partout ot il se mani- 
feste. Nous attendons toujours, comme 
nous les avons vainement attendues en 
Algérie, les mesures exemplaires qui frap- 
peront les seigneurs de cette nouveile 
industrie. | 

Provisoirement, et en attendant que 
Véquitibre renaisse, une caisse de travaux 
pourrait étre créée ot seraient obligatoire- 
ment versées les augmentations de loyers. 
Les sommes déposées serviraient unique- 
ment a l’exécution des travaux d’entretien 
et d’amélioration, sévérement exigés et 
contrélés par l’Etat, si celui-ci se sent 
enfin le courage d’étre énergique. 

Ainsi le propriétaire pourrait-il espérer 
tirer un revenu normal d’un 


‘Teprésente’ souvent toute une vie de 


- Ainsi s’estomperaient, pour bientét dis- 
pereiien 68 .inimitiés entre Francais, hier. 
p souvent ¢ 


assés les uns contre. les. 
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| épreuves de la guerre, demain fraternel- 
-des evux dont parlait récemment l'un de | 


bn colé me ranger, - 
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Comment ne pas concevoir que la France 
ait avantage 4 puiser de nouvelles forces. 
‘dans un apport de sang étranger ? Mais 

aurait-elle intérét 4 le faire sans plus de 
discernement qu’avant 1939 ? 

li s’agit bien plus, pour nous, de qualité 
que de quantite. Si notre pays avait été 
——— comme il aurait dQ l’étre de- 
puts la victoire de 1918, si chaque Fran- 

ais s’était senti appelé a contribuer A 
a grandeur du pays, si le citoyen moyen 
avait été moins dédaigné par certains ser- 
vices, si le voyageur avait été mieux recu 
par nos représentants a l’étranger, si le 
soldat avait été mieux équipé et mieux 
armé, si tant d’énergies n’avaient été gas- 
pillées, le rendement de chaque individu 
aurait été multiplié dans des proportions 
considérables et la question des naturali- 
sations utiles.ne se poserait méme pas. 

Ce n’est pas en naturalisant et en jetant 
en masse. de nouveaux éléments dans le 
creuset qu'on changera la situation, mais 
eh orgamisant ce qui existe. 

Nous.avons done le droit et le devoir 
de nous montrer trés difficiles et de na- 
turaliser seulement ceux dont nous som- 
mes assurés qu’ils seront de bons Fran- 
Cals, ceux qui ont servi sous une forme 
ou ‘sous une autre et ont montré que la 
France représentait a leurs yeux autre 


. 


vw 


ee as 


} chose qu’une terre d’abondance ou un 


champ d’expériences. 

C’est un honneur d’étre Francais, mals 
un honneur dont il faut étre fier et qu’il 
faut mériter, comme le méritent ceux qui 
combattirent 4 nos cdtés- dans la résis- 
tance et ceux qui combattent encore pour 
la victoire de nos armes. 

Un sujet annexe a celui des naturali- 
sations est celui des changements de nom. 
Le Journal officiel en publie des listes 
impressionnantes. 

Nous ne vivons plus sous l’occupation 
ailemande et, & moins qu’jl ne s’agisse de 
noms ridicules ou génants, nous ne voyons 
qu’inconvénients pour |]’équilibre national 
& modifier des noms dont ‘personne ne 
peut avoir a rougir. 

La troisiéme et derniére question est 
celle de ]’épuration. 

Tout doit étre fait pour que l’épuration 
Se termine rapidement, afin que le pays, 
délivré de cette peer cenpeten si légitime, 
puisse axer toutes ses énergies vers la 
guerre et la reconstruction. 

Durant V’occupation, 4 la pointe avancée 
du combat, nous devions procéder nous- 
mémes a l’exécution des traitres. Aujour- 


d’hui, le gouvernement du général de 
Gaulle ayant remplacé le gouvernement 
de trahison, c’est 4 lui seul que revient 


le droit et le devoir de rendre la justice. 


Nous devons l’aider dans son travail par 
nos suggestions et nos critiques et faire 
confiance aux hommes qui le représentent, 
surtout lorsque leur tache est difficile et 
plus particuliérement‘lorsque ces hommes 
sont d’anciens compagnons de la lutte 
clandestine. 


Il convient de reconnaitre. que le per- 
sonnel de la justice a été aussi sévérement 
6puré que celui de n’importe quel autre 
Ininistére. © 

La comme ailleurs, un angus de coor- 
dination interministériélle “nuit parfois a 
la marche rapide des affaires. Il ne peut 
xe ee au seul département de la 

La police également, auxiliaire né- 
, justice, a ses déficiences: de- 


cessaire de | 
qu’elle doit vaincre, Si 


vant les obstacles 


téres ont mis moins d’ardeur 


cel usteres ¢ Ms ¢ 
4 procéder 4 l’épuration, si quelques figu- 


4 


hag go = 


a © 7 wi *4 >. =" fsa. < : — 82 © 
ms s we bere . ae | " ‘oS. ~ ee 
2 ie. Peg ea 


as 


—_—— 


‘ASSEMBLEE CONSULTATIVE P 


——oe —— 
é 

=@ s ead “. “=k , + 
—~ ie e - dite —* 

FEVRIER 4945 


res remontent — des 
nous espérions les voir 

arues avec le poids de leur passé, la jus 
tice n’en est pas responsable. 


Si des internements abusifs, conséquen- 
ces des luttes de classes ou partis, in- 
terviennent encore sous le coup de la las- 
situde ou de la crainte, comment se plain- 
dre ensuite du retard apporté au travail 
nécessaire 4 l’assainissement Uu pays 7 


Si la plupart des chambres syndicales 
d’entreprises et de commerce n’ont pas 
encore transmis leurs dossiers, comment 
critiquer la justice qui n’est pas saisie 7 


Tous parient alors de l’épuration et bien 
peu de gens ont le courage civique de 

endre leurs responsabilités en aidant le 
ministre. 


Si parfois les comités de libération refu- 
sent de communiquer leurs dossiers, com- 
ment s’étonner que le jour soit aussi lent 
& renaitre ? 


Enfin, si dans des villes connues par 


leur calme des incidents éclatent, comment | 


me pas regretter une fois de plus que ]’on 
n’ait pas assez conscience du fait qu’il 


appartient au Gouvernement, et au Gou- 


vernement seul, d’arréter, de juger, de 
condamner ou d’absoudre ? C’est avec des 
actes de froide justice que l’on punit les 
crimes et non pas avec des coléres et des 
révolte. qui-trowblent les perspectives de 
l’ Histoire. 3 

- Quof qu’il en soit, les cours de justice, 
depuis leur création jusqu’au 31 décembre 
1944, ont jugé 5.845 affaires et prononcé 471 
condammations 4 mort. De plus, durant le 
seul mois de janvier, elles ont jugé 41.957 
affaires et prononcé 149 condamnations a 
mort. 


Je ne dis pas cela pour jeter des cada- 
vres en pature 4 la colére des foules, ni 
pour faire oublier les traitres qui livrérent 
nos amis, nos femmes, nos enfants 4 la 

olice allemande. Ceux qui ont souffert ont 


e droit et le devoir d’accuser. Ces vic-. 


times du plus odieux des crimes seront 
vengés et le monde ne sera pas assez 
gram pour cacher.les fautes des crimi- 
nels. 


Mais le monde nous observe, étonné de 
voir la France secouer ses entraves, pan- 
ser ses blessures, refaire sa grandeur, et 
le général de Gaulle n’a-t-il pas dit que 
la grandeur me se divisait pas 2? - 


La facon dont nous rendons la justice 
nous a‘*valu d’éviter des troubles que 


d’autres nations ont connus. Elle est, avec : 


la facon dont nous menons la guerre, l’un 
des éléments essentiels de notre grandeur 
(Applaudissements), et la justice, comme 
la grandeur, ne se divise pas. (Applaudis- 
sements.) ™ 


M. le président. Il n’y a plus d’orateur 
Inscrit dans la discussion générale. 


M. le ministre de la justice m’a fait part 
de son intention de répondre aux orateurs 
qui sont intervenus dans cette discussion 


a Voccasion du débat sur l’amendement | 


que M. Arthur Ramette a déposé au cha- 

pitre i. Ss | ; 
Personne ne demande plus la parole ?... 
La discussion générale est close. 

_L’Assemblée voudra’ sans doute ren- 


ofondeurs ot 
tivement dis- | 


atin 


demain Ja suite du débat.. (As- | 


> 


at Nan 
 REGLEMENT DE L’ORDRE DU JOUR 


M, le président. Voici quel pourrait étre : 


Vordre du jour de la séance publique que 
Assemblée tiendra demain jeudi, 22 "6. 
vrier, & quinze heures: 


Suite de la discussion des: budgets : 
ticuliers dans l’ordre précédemment ex P 
Justice (suite). 
Ravitaillement. 
Agriculture, 
Marine marchande. 
Services de la santé publique. 
Information. 


Il n’y a pas d’observation 7... 
L’ordre du jour est ainsi réglé, 


— 9 -— 


DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 


M. le président. J’ai recu de M. André 
Mercier et plusieurs de ses collégues une 
roposition de résolution tendant a inviter 
e Gouvernement 4 cunfier le placement 
des ouvriers et employés des établisse- 
ments dans lesquels s’exerce un com- 
merce d’alimentation de détail aux offices 
départementaux et aux bureaux munici- 
paux de placement et a supprimer les bu- 
reaux de placement prives fonctionnant 
pour cette catégorie de travailleurs. 


La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 323, distribuée et renvoyée 
& la commission du travail et des affaires 
sociales. 

J’ai recu de M. Jacques Duclos et plu- 
Sieurs de ses collégues une proposition 
de résolution tendant 4 demander au Gou- 
vernement l’ouverture de poursuites con- 
tre les administrateurs du Crédit lyonnais, 
du Comptoir national d’escompte, de la 
Société générale, de la Banque nationale 

our le commerce et l’industrie et autres 

anques coupables d’intelligences avec 
V’ennemi, 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 324, distribuée ét renvoyée 
& la commission dé la justice et de l’épu- 
ration. 

J’ai recu de Mme Pauline Ramart et plu- 
Sieurs de ses collégues une proposition de 
résolution tendant 4 inviter le Gouverne- 
ment a faire une enquéte sur l’activité des 
fonctionnaires de |’Etat, pendant l’oecupa- 
tion, dans des entreprises privées qui tra- 
vaillaient pour Vennemi, et a prendre des 
sanctions contre ceux qui ont trahi leur 
devoir. 

ia proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 325, distribuée ef renvoyée 
4 la commission de la justice et de l’épu- 
ration, . 

J’ai recu de Mme Pauline Ramart et plu- 
sieurs de ses collégues une proposition de 
résolution tendant a inviter le .Gouverne- 
ment 4 prendre des mesures pour que soit 
créée, par le ministére de la santé publi- 
ye une chaire de « synthése chimique 

es corps anti-bactériens » a la faculté des 
sciences de Paris. tee 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous de n° 326, distribuée et renvoyée 
& la commission de l’intérieur et de la 
santé publique. | | 

J’ai recu de Mme Aubrac et plusieurs de 
ses collégues une proposition de résolu- 
nt 4 inviter le Gouvernement a4 
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La proposition de résolution sera impri- 


) | | 
mée sous le n°? 327, distribuée et renvoyée . 
& la commission de la réforme de |’Etat et 


a 


de législation. ' 

Jai regu de M. Kriegel une proposition 
de résolution tendant a inviter he: Gou- 
vernement a organiser, suivant certains 
— es, lintégration et l’utilisation dang 
‘armee des cadres issus des F. F. I. 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 328, distribuée et renvoyée 
& la commission de la défense nationale. 


Personne ne demande la parole ?..-~« 
La séance est levée. 


(La séance est levée 4 diz-neuf heures 


cinquante-cing minutes.) 
Le Chef du service de la sténographie 
de VAssemblée consultative provisoire, 
CH. DE LA MORANDIERE, 


Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la séancé 
du 45 féwrier 1945. 


Page 109, 47° colonne, 29° et 34° lignes J 
Au lieu de: « 39.199.000 fr. », 


Lire: « 38.399.000 fr. 5 
op 


QUESTIONS ECRITES 


REMISES AU SECRETARIAT GENERAL 
LE 21 FEVRIER 1945 


Application des articles 42 et 43 du réglement 
ainsi congus: 


« Art. 42. — Tout membre de lAssembléé 
pews poser au Gouvernement, par écrit et par 
"intermédiaire du président de VPAssembiée, 
une question sur un sujet d’ordre particulier, 
@ laquelle il sera répondu par écrit, sauf si 
l’auteur de la question demande une réponse 
orale et si le Gouvernement Paccepte. 

« Un délai minimum de trois jours devrq 
s’écouler entre la question et la réponse. 


« Art. 43. — Les questions écrites doivend 
étre rédigées en termes concis ne dépassant 
pas dix lignes et ne contenant aucune impu- 
tation d’ordre personnel &@ Végard de tiers 
nominativement désignés. 

« Elles doivent étre remises au secrétariat 
général de VAssemblée qui les communique 
au Gouvernement dans les formes prévues @ 
Varticle 10 du réglement. 

« Celles des questions pour lesqueiles i 
n’est pas demandé de réponse orale sont ins 
sérées a la suite du €ompte rendu in extenso}j 
elles y sont &@ nouveau insérées avec les ré& 
ponents écrites faites par les ministres. inté- 
TESSES », 
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” FINANCES 


dépar 


temental de confiscation en application dé 
Varticle 18 de l’ordonnance du 6 janvier 1945 
e ont été blo- 


expose Aa M.. le ministre des finances 
individu a été déféré devant le comité 


et que ses comptes en ban 


gots; qu’avant la citation devant le comité 


épartemental, l’intéressé avait émis, pour 


une opération commerciale réguliére, un ché- 
que qui n’a pu étre payé au bénéficiaire en 
raiscn du blocage; 
demandée au président du comité de co 
cation a été refusée; et demande quels sont 
er le | sate 
le. ent, cett 
our lui des conséquen- 


du chéque pour en obten 
situation entrainant 
ces graves et injustifiées, alors = 
rien mélé aux opérations qui 01 
citation devant le comité départemental. 


é l’autorisation de payer : 
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tion allemande, retiré de la circulation tou- 
_ tes les piéees de bronze d’aluminium et de 
nickel qu’ils on ju trouver; et-lui-demande 
sil ne pouprait faire connaitre a ceux . qui 


 & Venvahisseur dans 
- nislrations ils pourront les échanger. 
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| .REPONSES DES MINISTRES 


AUX QUESTIONS ECRITES 


PRODUCTION INDUSTRIELLE 


65. — M. Joseph Denais dcmande a M. le 
ministre de ta production industrielle qucls 
texies V’habilitent a pourvoir d’un adminis- 
| trateur proviso.re une cntreprise qui a déja 
recu un administrateur nommé dans des con- 

 diliops parfaitement réguli¢res par le tribu- 

nar de commercc, et comment il concoit le 
régiement du conflit d’attributions qui résulle 
de. cette double désignation. (Question du 
26 décembre 19144.) 


Réponse. — Aucun texte ne prévoil la pos- 
sibilité de-nominalion d’un = administratcur 
‘ey ieee our une entreprise ayant déja asa 
cle un administrateur nommé par les soins 

- du président du tribunal de commerce. Mais 
aprés la libéralion, certaines. confusions ont 
élé faites ‘et te département de la production 
a2 nommé des administrateurs provisoires pour 
les entreprises déj& pourvues. d’administra- 
teurs judiciaires. Dés que de tels cas son} 
connus, les arrétés de nominalion d’adminis- 
traleurs provisdires pris précédemment sont 
annulés. I] peut ‘arriver néanmoins qu’il pa- 
raisse d’ulilité économique que la production 
industrielle nomme un administralteur pour 
certaines entreprises. Dans ce cas, une inter- 
vention est faite auprés du président du tri- 
bundl de commerce pour v7 accepte de rap- 
porter la nomination de l’administrateur ju- 
diciaire dont il avait pourvu ces entreprises. 
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ANNEXE AU PROCES-VERBAL 


DE LA 
séance du mercredi 21 février 1945. 


; SCRUTIN (K° 18) 

Sur les conclusions du 4° bureau tendant a 
la validation de M. Alexandre Varenne. 
Nombre de vVotantS....ecs.e..s-. 138 
Majorité “aDSOLUC....cccccccccees- £0 
Pour VPAdOPtiON...ccececee 91 
Contre 47 


L’Assemb‘ée consultative provisoire a adopté, 


Ont voté pour: 


Vincent Auriol, 
Paul Bastid. 
Joanny Berlioz. 
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MM, 
Paul. Anxiennaz, 
Marcel Astier, 
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Florimond Bonte. 


Guy de Boysson. - 


Mme rep. 
Georges: Brug:ier. 
Pierre Bugeaud, 
Georges Buisson, 


| Marcel Cachin. 


Casanova. 


Auguste Champetier . 


de Ribes: 


Chaumié. 


Choisnel. 
Georges. Cogniot. 
André Colin, 
Pierre Cot. 

Mme Couette. 
Ambroise Croizat. 
Jacques Debd-Bridel. 
Edotard Depreux. 
Desméroux,. 
Jacques Ducios, 
Jean Dulac. 
Dupuy. 

Just Evrard. 
Pierre Fayet, 
Léopold Figueres. 
Paul Flieurot. 
Forgues. 

Pierre: Gauthier. 
Albert Gazier. 
Auguste Gillot. 
Henri Gout. 
Fernand Grenier. 
Raymond Guyot, 
Ilamon. 

André Honnorat. 
Alexis Jaubert. 
Alphonse Juge. 
Charles Laurent. 
Albert Le Bail. 
Pierre Lebon. 
Pierre Le Brun. 
Joseph Lecacheux, 
Robert Lecourt. 


“- fRené Louis. 


André Le Troquer. 


Gaston, Manent. 
Marrane. - 
Daniel Mayer... 
André Mercier. 
Jean Meunier. 
Pierre Meunier. 
Jules Moch. 
Monnerville. 
Maurice Montel. 
Edmond Naegelen. 
Pierre Neumeyer. 
Louis Noguéres. 
Etienne Nouveau. 
Ouradou. 

Mme Péri, 
Perney 

André Philip. 

R. P. Philippe. 
Marcel Plaisant. 
Prouve. 

Mme Ramart. 
Arthur Ramette, 
“Henri Ribiére. 
Robert-Pimienta. 
Camille Rolland. 
Jcan-Louis Rolland. 
Roucaste. 
Emmanuel Roy. 
Marc. Rucart, 
Schwoh.. 

Paul Simon, 
steeg. 

Jean Texcier. 
Gaston Thiébaut, 
René Thuililier. 
Toltet. 

Robert Verdier. 
Paul Verneyras. 
Pierre Villon. 
Mme Viénot, 


Zunino. 


Ont voté contre: 


MM. ‘ 
José Aboulker. 
Emmanuel d’Astier de 
la Vigerie. 
Mme Aubrac. 
Antoine Avinin, 
Jacques Benet. 
Birien. 
Félix Boillot. 
Guy de Boissoudy. 
R. P. Anselme Car- 
Tiére. 
Jules Catoire. 
Joseph Costa. 
Dassonville. 
Debidour. 
Jean Debiesse, 
Mme Defferre. 
Pierre Degon. 
Dordain. 
René Fallas., 
Jean Fauconnet, 
Etienne Gagnaire. 


Roger Gervolino. 


Albert Guerin, 
Maurice Guerin. 
Pierre Guillery, 
André’ Ilauriou, 
Pierre Hervé. 

Max Juvenal., 
Marce] Lévéque. 
René Malbrant. 
Jean-Jacques Mayoux. 
Paical Muselli, 
Georges -Oudard. 
André Paillieux. 
Pierre Parent. 
Marcel Poimbeuf, 
Robert Prigent. 
Picrre Ruhimann. 
Savary. 

Henri Seignon, 

Paul Tubert. 
Jean-Jacques Urban. 
Georges Vankemmel, 
Mme Marianne Verger 
Philippe Viannay, 


| Michag! de viltelé, 


René Vivier. - 
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~- MM, 
Jean-Fernand <Aude- 
guil. 4 | 

Paul Aurange, 

Paul Bacon. 

Joseph Bastide. 
André Baud. 
Facques Ba 


el, 
Albert Bayet, 


ohamed Bendjelloul. 


ergeron. 
Robert Bine. 
Aristide Blank. . 
Maxime Blocq-Mas- 
cart. 


} Bosman Van Wolput. 


Paul Boutet. 

Jean Bourgoin. - 
- Albert Bouzanquet, 
Mme Brossolette. 
Robert Bruyneel. 
De Chambrun. 
Maurice Chevance. 
Paul Cutltoli. 

Jean Dechartre. 
Gaston Defferre. 


+ Marcel Degliame. 


Mme Delaunay, 
Maurice Delom-Sorbé. 
Joseph Denais. 
Roger Deniau. 
Maurice Desetages, 
Gustave Eychene, 
Etienne Fajon. 
Benoit Frachon. 
Edouard Froment, 
Francisque Gay. 
Jean Ginas, 
Arthur Giovoni. 
Justin Godart, 
Louis Gros. 
Bernard de la 
diére. 
Jean Guiler, 
Hettier de Bo.slambert 
Paul Ihuel. 
André Isoré. 
Georges Izard. 
Jean Jurgensen. 
Maurice Kaouza, 


Grou- 


N’ont pas pris. part au. vote: 


‘Ren 


— 


Maurice Kriegel. 


‘} Laboureur. 


Francois Labrousse, 
Joseph Laniel, 
Laurin, 
Léon Lauvray. 
a Lecompte-Bol. 
net, 
Mme Lefaucheux, 
Jean Lepine.. 
Henri Maillot, - 
Pierre Malafosse. 
Martel. 
André Marty. 
Robert Mauger, 
Mazé. 
Jean Mendiondou. 
Gaston Monmousseat, 
André Mutter. 
René Nicod. 
Robert Nisse, 
Jean Odin. 
Paul-Boncour. 
Bernard Paumier, 
Perrier. 
Francis Perrin. 
Eugéne Petit, 
Jean Pterre-Bloch. 
Jean Pronteau. 
Jacques Rebeyrol, 
Augusle Rercurel, 
Waldeck Rochet, 
Lucien Roubaud, 
André Sainte-Lagué. 
Robert Salmon. 
Maurice Schumann. 
Henry Sénés, 
Philippe Serre, 
Mme Simard. 
Pierre Stibbe. 
Gaston Tessier. 
Maurice Thorez. 
Paul Valentino. 
Alexandre Varenne, 
Jean de Vogié. 
Wallon. | 
Alexis Wiltzer, 
Jules Wolff, 
Joseph Zaksas. 
Deiva Zivarattinam., 


N’ont pas pris part au vote 


comme s’étant excusés de ne pouvoir 
assister ad la séance: 


M. Pascal Copeau. 


M. Louis Marin. 


Absents par congé: 


MM, 
Raymond Blanc. 
Laurent Bonnevay, 
Robert Chambeiron. 
Albert Darnal. 
Ely Manel Fall, 


Joseph Girot, 
Georges. Gorse. 
Pierre-Olivier Laple 
Peeters. | 
Louis -Saillant, 
Pierre Tremintin, 


N’a pas pris part au vote: 
M. Félix Gouin, président de l’Assembléé@ 


consuNalive provisoire, qui. présidait la séance. 
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1**= SESSION ORDINAIRE DE 1945 


Séance du Jeudi 22 Feévrier 1945. 


| | -Chap. 22): M. le ieanatiesiiee général. — | Chapitre 8 réservé: Amendement de 
SOMMAIRE _ Adoption du chapitre modifié. ScuannT etstre da Sg erodes le rtd a 
— és-verbal. Chap. 23: M. le rapporteur général. — a jusuice, — Retrait de 
: fast dines Adoption du chapitre modifié. l’amendement et_adoption du chapitre. 
"iy eee i oid: Adoption des. chapitres 24 a 26. Ravitaillement. 
% “at de propositions de résolution : Chap. 27: M. Je rapportcur général, — AIGA ‘elesente:« St: fenton “Tease 
4 Miketa: dad seeviced etal pour I'exer- | . “plion du chapitre modifi _ Tapporteur ) es 
— Budget de rvices Civi ’ Chap. 28: M. le rapporteur général. — 
ice 1945 (suile de la discussion). kdealich tn Chaaland ang. © - gavel de la suite de la discussion & de- 
Justice (suite). | Adeption des chapitres 28 bis & 39. 6. — Réglement de l’ordre du jour. 
Titre Ie. Chap. 40: MM. le rapporteur_général, le | 6. — Dép6t de propositions de résolution. . 
Chap. 47. garde des sceaux, ministre de la justice. — | 7. — Dépdt de rapports. 
Sur le chapitre: Petes epeey, Romeaete, Adoption du chapitre. , 
. Mercier, Frangois.de Menthon, garde des Adoption du chapitre 41. — PRESIDENCE DE M. FELIX GOUIN 
soenur, minis gery ahaa init cada Chap. 42: M. le rapporteur général. ~| Ja céance est ouverte A quinze heu 
nepinks, T Adoption du chapitre modific. | au — 
Suspension et reprise de la séance. faye - chapitres 43 et 44. | ‘ 
Chap. ict (suite): Amendement de M. Ra- Cha M. le rapporteur général. — | a An ot } 
’ mette; MM. Ramette, Pleven, ministre des Adoptton a aa chapitre modifié.. PROCES-VERBAL | 


finances, Jaubert, Vincent Auriol, le pré- Adoption des chapitres 46 a 49. 


sident. — Chapitre réservé. M. le président. Le proces-verbal de la 


| |... Chap. 50:°.M, le rappcerteur généra}. — | géan a’ hi é | 
Chap. 2: réservé. | ce er a 6té affiché et distribué. 
Adoption du chapitre 3. ah. a fo Supe oe re Il n'y a pas d’observation?.. : 
Cialis dG Chiasite Leneent-quteidantel ee : | Le procés-verbal. est adopté.. : 
de la commission; le ministre des finances. | , Chap. 54: M. le’ ‘rapporteur —s ; 
— Adoption du chapitre modifié. Adoption du chapitre modifié. pe ae 


Adoption des chapitres 55 a 58. 


yAdoption des chapitres 4 bis & 1. Chap. 59: MM. le rapporteur i EXCUSE ET CONCE 
général, le 
Chap. a eae a M. ‘ Noguéres: | ministre des inaneps. Adoption du cha- te: le‘ président. M. Zunino s excuse de 
M. Noguéres. —“Chapitre reserv pitre. ouvoir assister A la séance de ce jour 
Adoption “des chapitres 9 & 42. Adoption des chapitres 60 70. a emande un congé. 
Chap. 42 bis nouveau: M. André Philip, Chap. i réservé: ) ll » y a-pas d’ opposition .., BRE eck 2 
, Tapporteur général, — Adoption. Amendement ‘de M. Ramette: MM. Ra-| Le congé est accordé. ; 
| Chap. 43: M. le rapporteur général. — | mette, le président. — Reitrait. ye y! 
: Adopt on ou chapitre whey I 
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mentaux et aux bureaux municipaux de, qu’on puisse dire que ce but ait été at- ) tionner le jour méme de.la libération, est 
a *a-la_ commission du | teint. Je ne crois pas davantage que la | maintenant considéré-par-veus, mensieur 
vail et | sociales ; deuxiémetache, a savoir le renowvelle- | le ministre, dans une. cireulaire, comme 
De M. Jacques Duclos et plusieurs de ses en ge réforme des institutions judiciai- }Wiégale ee ; 
eollégues, une proposition de résolution j res ce pays, si eHe a été abordée, ait} Si l’on avait ainsi étudié. ensemble de 
tendamt 4 Pouverture de pe contre } été sérieusement mise en chantier, ce — obléme, on se serait sans doute 
les administrateurs du Crédit lyonnais, du M. le ministre de la justice a dit: nous | également apereu qu’il impertait, peur la- 
Comptoir national d’escompte, de la So-} sommes partis de zéro. Or, monsieur le | ver immédiatement la France de la trahi- 
elété générale, de la Banque nationale ministre, je crois pouvoir le dire en toute | son, de centraliser toutes les questions - 
ie commerce et l'industrie, et autres ban- | simplicité, c’est 14 ce que nous vous re- relatives 4 l’épuration. : 
ques coupables d’intelligences avec l’en- | prochons. HM ne s’agissait pas de partir de | Je sais, monsieur le garde d¢s .sceaux, 
foaticp pry \ a Es oo gmat de la aaghs aw wat we trav hoe wr -e fait dans | qu’il y Dp red re. yee veus ae 
e lepura ; |laec inité et travai avait pu | vous seul, de ce [ardeau, a- veus reprechcr 
De Mme Ramart et plusieurs de ses col-} @¢tre aecompli au soleil d’Alger. (Ties |} % vous seul ce qui ne se fait pas dans 
légues, une proposition de résolution ten- | bien ! trés bien !) 3 ce grand domaine Ale l’épuration. Veus 
dant 4 faire une enquéte sur l’activite, Ce beg il nous est apparu qu’il | pourriez vous retrancher derriére l’exce 
endant J’occupation, des fonctionnaires | n’avaiPpas été fait. ' | tien d’incompétence, déelarer que telle : 
e l’Etat qui travaillatent pour l’ennemi On a discuté longtemps 4 Alger et dans | €puration n’est _ de votre demaine, mais 
dans des entreprises privées et & prendre | tes comités d’experts ou autres constitués | de celui de tel de vos collégues. : 
des sanctions contre ceux qui ont trahi | elandestinement dans la métropole, pour I] était, cependant, de votre devoir, en 
leur devoir, renvoyée 4 la commission de | savoir s’il convenait d’appliquer pure- | tant que ministre de la justiee, de préveir 
la P pag a et de ]’épuration; iment et simplement le droit républicain, | cet état de choses et de preparer une er- 
1 


Me 
or. aa wee 


6 peer Es 6 TES 


ee 


e Mme Ramart et plusieurs de ses col- | le droit commun, c’est-d-dire l’article 75 | @onmaace qui aurait institué un cemmissa- 
égues, une proposition de résolution ten- | dy Code pénal ou bien, étant donné le cas | Tiat ou un sous-secrétariat d’Etat a l’épu- 
dant 4 créer une chaire de « synthése chi- | particulier des crimes commis en France | ration, chargé de centraliser l’examen de 
= des corps antibactériens » 4 la fa- | sous le vocable général de collaboration, | toules ces questions. ) 
eulté des sciences de Paris, renvoyée a°la | s’j] eonvenait de promulguer un texte spé- Nous avons institué un débat d’ensemble " 
commission de |’intérieur et de la santé | eja) qui aurait présenté cet inconvénient | SUr l’épuration, mais on peut Jégitime- 
publique. 7 d’étre rétroactif. ment nous objecter que.certains cas doi- 

De e Aubrac et plusieurs de ses col- On a décidé finalement qu’on appli- vent étre disjoints; par exemple — on en a 
légues, une proposition de résolution con- | querait le droit commun, c’est-a-dire |’ar- parlé hier a cette tribune — ceux qui releé- 
cernant la legislation sur l’adoption et la | ticle 75 du Code pénal. Soit, mais il fallait | vent de la justice militaire, 4 prepes des- 
Kégitimation adoptive, renvoyée 4 la com- | Je dire. Dans la clandestinité, lorsque la | Guels le ministre de la justice est parfai- 
mission de la réforme de ]’Etat et de légis- | France véritable. c’était la Résistance, i] | temenmt fondé a répliquer que ces cas ne 


ed 


— 


lation ; était possible d’avertir des peines qu’en- | !¢ concernent pas. 
De M. Maurice ag ae une proposition de coupeatiant les Francais ini parsiéhe- ll a été également question hier, et je 
résolution tendant 4 organiser l’intégra- | raient dans la voie de la collaboration; il | compte y revenir moi-méme, de cas qui 


tion et l’utilisation dans l’armée des cadres | était possible, & une date déterminée, de | relevent indubitablement du ministre de 
issus des F. F. I., renvoyée 4 la commis- | faire savoir que le seul véritable gouver- | /interieur. Le ministre de la justice est, 


— 


sion de la défense nationale; nement de la France, e’est-d-dire le gou- la aussi, parfaitement fondé a déclarer que 
L’Assemblée voudra sans doute approu- | yernement d’Alger, avait décidé que les | ©&S €as ne relévent pas de lui. . 
ver le renvoi de ces propositions de réso- citoyens francais, les fonctionnaires fran- Mais, si nous voulons exereer nes préro- - 
lution aux commissions susindiquées. (As- cais qui commettraient de tels actes tom- | @atives, oh! mon Dieu! bien éphéméres 
sentiment.) beraient sous le coup de la loi. et bien modestes, de délégués previsoires 
. était | , de la nation, il nous faut bien trouver 
ey am était la un point de départ sain pour ire 

| Youvre future d’épuration. Cela n’a ja- | (uclquun a qui nous adresser, si nous 

BUDGET DES SERVICES CIVILS mais été fait. eStimons gue Jlépuration R’avamce pas, 
POUR L’EXERCICE 1945 ll était également possible de prévoir la | 2! d’examiner, avec lui, les medalités se- 


procédure, d’organiser dés le temps de la lon lesquelles elle pourrait étre aetivée. 


| | clandestinit tribunal ; Vous avez dit aussi, mensieur le mi- 
M. te président. L’ordre du jour appelle per mage a. nistre, qu’il s’était réalisé dams le pays 


la suite de la discussion de l’avis sur le L2. une sorte d’unanimité entre ceux qui veu- 
yet d’ordonnance portant fixation du |}... ROCs Nous sommes ouves en face lent une justice plus rapide et plus sévé 
et des services civils pour l’exer- | 2 U0 Zéro, en effet, et cette incertitude a J DIS .Cb Pues Severe 


(Suite de la discussion.) 


duré des semaines, des mois. Pourtant, i] | &t,ceUx qui voudraiént que la Justiee s’ar- 
eice 1945. ae était possible, nous en avons fait la aé- | Tet#t et qu’on ne parla plus de cette 
Justice (suite). monstration, par des .organes officiels dé- | "t!tante question de I €puratien. €ette una- 


; 3 ; :,». | Mimité est réalisée d t 
‘M. le précident. Dans sa séance d’hier, | Pendant du gouvernement d’Alger, d'or- | ment” crras Recat wae ae mécentente- 


l’Assembiée a terminé la discussion géné- | S@iser dés ce moment des tribunaux qui, | 1); faydra bien tirer un jour de cet état 


du budget de la justice. ainsi, eussent été en mesure de siéger le . 
gr Aw: abo: Be. ach l’examen des] jour méme de ‘la libération. En envisa- = — —_ gr eer il taudra eb- 
|. @hapitres. | ga ainsi la préparation d’une procédure sastiolios et ’ wniives ae gn gn . 
} Je donne lecture du chapitre 1: rapide, peut-Cire se serait-on apercu qu’on produites avant-hier, autre ehese que ces 


meus an- 
Pépura-. 


pe 

ee TITRE 1°. — D&PSNSES ORDINAIRES - forme ee ~ Fn de ia re- | communiqués qui, tout soup. 
a gaits. = Pecsonnet Je ne eais ¢'il est possible d’aller trés | fon gad yc Rus Je, 45 4 

‘4° partie. — Personnel. =——_| vite en eette matitre, mais il m’apparait, | 10M dans les ministéres est we 

« Chap. i. — Traitements du ministre | en tout état de cause, qu’il n’*était pas bon foe sd r rac — dn % mars dans 

et du jeg de l’administration cen- | d’envisager, d’instituer tout & coup le juge for mal deca Ae ns locales et que, le 

\ ,. frale: 17.566.000 fr. » unique, non pas d’aprés une idée précon- | ganration & la + affair ee es ae 
| > Sur ce chapitre, la parole est 4M. Pascal | ¢ue, mais simplement parce qu’on a be- | jyoges on 4 ia peine capitale aurent 

grand 


out cela nous laisse dans un 

| désarroi et nous mécontepie, paree que 
| mnOUs savons, nous tenant en Naisen avec 
les: et avec la base de mes erga- 
ées @hemmes qui he 


Dien 
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Nous pensons que cette praride vague 
de mécontentement, de désenchantement 
qui s’est répandue sur le pays, & cause de 
Tépuration manquée, a été créée 

adresse. §’il y avait une question sur 
laquelle tous les Francais fussent~ d'ac- 
cord, c’était bien sur Ja nécessité,- non 


seulement de chitier la trahison, ‘mais. 
aussi @’éliminer-de leurs postes tous ceux| 


qui avaient pactisé avec l’ennemi. 


Ce n’est pas J4 une idée -qui nous soit 


‘propre & nous, résistants. Ce’ sont les gou-- 
* ‘vernements de Londres et d’Alger, c'est: 


} Jes conclusiens;: nous vou 


la radio, la. B. B. C., soit par la parole du 


pénéral de Gaulle lui-méme, soit plus sou- 
par la. parole de notre colltgue, te 


vent 
capitaine Schumann, qui nous ont répéte 
que tous les traitres seraient punis, qu’il 


pandu dans le pays la psychose de 1l’épu- 
ration.. (Applaudissements.) 

Vous le savez, nous qui étions en France, 
nous regardions vers Alger comme vers 


un grand espoir. Nous .avons suivi l’épu- 


ration & Alger. Quoique mal informés, 


nous nous sommes demandé si l’on n’avait - 


as exécuté Pucheu pour éviter l’épurca- 
ion; nous nous’ demandons un peu Si, 
en France méme, a Paris, on n’a pas exé- 
cuté un certain nombre d’intellectdels et 
de journalistes pour éviter aussi l’épura- 
tion. | 

Monsieur le ministre, vous avez fait des 
déclarations qu’on pourrait qualifier d’é- 
nergiques. Vous avez dit que vous. vou- 
liez faire l’épuration. Vos collégues, cha- 
cun dans son domaine, ont dit de méme. 

Nous voudrions bien savoir si M. Fran- 


* 


see 


par. 


2 
; 


ments.) 


notre action insurrectionnelle, 


dans cette espice d’argumentation. ad .ho- | 


minem la seule qu’on nous laisse’ pour 
marquer un mécontentement d’ordre ’ poli- 
er* qui, bien entendu, ne s’adresse pas 
& Phomme. "3 


Mais, déji,-4 deux reprises, cette assem- 
lée a marqué son mécontentement quant 
a —— de la justice et aux méthodes 
de l’épuration, Sans doute étes-vous, mon- 
sieur le garde des sceaux, pour les raisons 
ae j €xposais il y a un instant, tine vic- 
time dans l’occasion. Mais ces votes ont eu 
lieu. Il ne nous appartient pas d’en tirer 


dant; étre certains 

enre ne constituent 
ouchent, comme un 
tion éternelle de 


as, pour ceux qu’ils 
ail ou une prolonga- 
pouvoir. (Applaudisse- 


En ce qui concerne Ja volonté du Gou- 
vernement, que pouvons-nous penser ? 

Au moment de la libération, tous les 
ennemis du peuple, depuis les magnats 
de la finance et de l'industrie, qui bien 


‘Souvent étaient en méme temps les. ma- 


paste de la trahison, jusqu’aux petits: col- 
aborateurs de quartier, ont été, grice & 


terreur. 


Deux politiques s’offraient alors au Gou- 
vernement. Il pouvait profiter immédiate- 
ment de cette situation exceptionnelle et 
agir, Mais agir vite, afin de construire cet 
Etat nouveau dont nous avons tous révé, 
qui se. tiendrait 4 égale distance des er- 
reurs et des orniéres de la Troisitme Ré- 
publique et des séductions du pouvoir per- 
sonnel.- L’autre voie consistait 4 rassurer 
ceux qui avaient peur. / 

Or, jugeant Jl’action gouvernementale 
en maticre d’épuration, nous avons le re- 

ret de constater qu’il semble avoir choisi 
a deuxiéme méthode. 

Nous voyons maintenant tous ceux qui 
avaient peur, tous ceux qui étaient préts 
a admettre des mesures radicales et méme 
a se rallier — car nous sommes disposés a 
accepter, dans ces conditions, la politique 
du ralliement — relever:la téte. Nous 
voyons aussi qu’il ne sera plus possible 
bientét de faire ces réformes que nous 
avions souhaitées. (Trés bien! trés ‘bien!) 

Pour conclure cette trop 
vention sur un chapitre, j’en arrive, exa- 
minant le probléme de l’épuration, 4 met- 
tre en cause la politique générale du Gou- 
vernement ou plus exactement 4 me de- 
mander si le Gouvernement a une poli- 
tique générale. (Applaudissements:) 

eut-étre nous dira-t-on que nous fai- 
sons de l’opposition ? Il ne s’agit pas de 
faire de l’opposition ou, alors, cette assem- 


blée est une duperie. Elle a-été créée pour | 


que la critique puisse librement s’expri- 
mer et il y a une différence fondamentale 


entre une attitude d’opposition systéma- 


tique et l’expression aussi mesurée et 
aussi juste que posstble des critiques né- 


cessaires,- dont nous demandons que le 
| Gouvernement tienne-compte. 


_M. Marc Rucart. Mais l'Assemblée vote 
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rions, eepen- ‘ 
que des votes de ce 


frappés de 


longue inter-— 


; 


1 la justice. 


Franeais qui sont: entrés dans la 


“franes sur le traitement 


Dans un dé‘ses discours, le général de 
‘Gaulle a déclaré & peu prés ceci; Le chan- 
celicr Hitler a di bY il voulait pourrir 
notre guerre : rious ne laisserons pas, nous, 

eal ja" libération. (Trés bien! trés- . 

ien . 

Nous sommes ici, monsieur le garde des 


sceaux, pour que la libération ne soit — 


pas -pourrie et nous vous mettons encore 
‘en garde, (Trés bien! trés bien?) &. 

Ne décevez pas ‘les Francais qui ont 
combattu pour la liberté, qui vous ont 

rié personnelfement au pouvoir, ces. 
Résis- 
tance 4a votre appel. Et dites-vous bien 
qu'il n’est pas possible de fonder un Etat, 
= qu’il soit, sur le mépris de la jus- 
ce... .. 

Mais, quand je dis, justice, je veux par- 
ler d’une hee rapide, dure, de celle 
pour laquelle nous avons combattu, non 
pas: la justice lente, solennelle, ni la jus- 
‘tice sommaire, mais un peu- des deux; il 
faut que la vieille justice s’inspire un peu 
de la justice du maquis. 

Si, en effet, la politique que je dénonce 
est poursuivie, vous aurez le ralliement, 
mais-vous aurez autour de vous les trai- 
tres d’hier, ceux qui ont vendu la Répu- 

lique. Lorsque vous voyez, dans tel ou 
tel lieu, le mécontentement, la. division 
qui s’insinue entre la Résistance et le pays, 
lorsque vous étes amené 4a sévir contre © 


} tel sow tel petit groupe qui, las d’atten- 


dre que la justice se fasse, enléve un 
inculpé et l’assassine, peut-étre vous ré- 
jouissez-vous, peut-étre certains se ré- 
jouissent-ils, se disant: On. va bient6ét étre 
débarrassé de cette Résistance. 3 

Mais alors, demandez-vous si ce mécon- 
tentement, si cette rupture qui peét-étre 
s’établit ici et 1a entre la Résistance et le 
pays n’est pas en train de s’élablir aussi 
entre le pays et le Gouvernement. (Trés 
bien!’ trés bien!) . 

Il ne faut pas que, dans ce pays, on 
puisse faire des comparaisons comme celle 
qui vient a l’esprit entre la peine qui a 
frappé le traitre Albertini et celle qui a 
atteint le commandant Prosper et les au- 
tres officiers de Maubeuge. (Applaudisse- 
ments.) 

On peut toujours parler franchement au 
pays et lui donner clairement les raisons 
de son action. Mais, lorsque le pays com- 
mence & murmurer, il y a danger. 

Il y a danger, monsieur le garde des 
sceaux, lorsque, de bouche 4 oreille, on 
colporte de petites histoires qui, sans 
doute, sont un peu sommaires, un peu 
caricaturales, mais qui traduisent un cer- 
tain état d’esprit. Il y a danger lorsque, 
dans le pays, on aime a se raconter cette 
petite -anecdote: A Sigmaringen, Laval 
rencontre Pétain et lui dit: « Si j’avais su, 
je serais resté. » (Vifs applaudissements 
prolongeés.) . 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Rou- 


caute. 


MM, Roucaute, Le groupe du front national 
votera, Jui aussi, une réduction de. 1.000 
du ministre de 
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elle absence 
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tn ogre de trouver 


its gare du maquis, qui 

coup de feu contre les Boches, 

qu’ils ont exécuté, 

avant Ja libération ou pendant les journées 

de Vinsurrection nationale, des délateurs, 

traitres et re ago sepehcssteues no- 
toires ou agenis de 0 

Plusieurs de ces ex s ont été cités 

| un autre, abso- 


ment de l’Eure-et-Leir, Ie 
44 eae ag ss p — méme de la libération, 
un sujet ot dénoncait: les réfrac- 
taires Malt exe exécuté par un combattant hé- 
a a Sa compagne avait — = Pre 

in, i on un patrio ors 
= ’elle | ait sur elle une liste ‘de dé- 
& faire. 

- Le ecombattant a été arrété le 24 aodt der- 
nier et se trouve urs en prison. Quel 
reproche peut-on lui faire? De s’étre com- 
porté en bon Frangcais, d’avoir suivi les 
conseils que donnait ehaque jour la radio 
de Londres dans ses émissions en fran- 
gais.? Va-t-on le maintenir plus longtemps 
en n, le condamner pour son acte de 

ier 7 L’inculpation portée contre ce 

Prete J n’est-elle pas la condamnation de 

te justicier a quelques mois au- 
vant contre la 

en, comme lui agent 

Autre pened sn Ray non moins significatif: 
un groupe de patriotes effectue, le 3 aot 

, une saisie 4 main armée dans une 
e de Paris, pour subvenir aux be- 
soins de francs-tireurs qui harcélent l’en- 
nemi dans Ja capitale; Pun des partici- 
pants est arrété en octobre 1944 sous ’in- 
eulpation de vol 4 main armée, il est tou- 
jours en prison, 

Veici encore un exemple aussi scanda- 
leux. A Issoudun, un commandant F. F. I. 
a été convequé devant le tribunal militaire 
. @Angers pour une affaire de maquis. Les 

ee sous les ordres de cet offi- 
cer au —o fusillé des miliciens au. mo- 
Rone gaye Les familles des 
aujourd'hui l’autorité 
aa les or hell La qua- 
de milicien est maintenant contestée. 
Ce commandant, quai a deux ans de ma- 
dont.le fils a été torturé et fusillé par 


Te hematin ost a la on mi- 
Etaire d’Angers. ys Re $39 
Nous pourrions citer des centaines de 


‘injustes qu’antipatriotiques. 
i le ent dune 


mnt de Yet du sujet ita- 
7enmemi ? 


eusement en- 
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. lmMmense joué 


| mémoire un extrait de la France Soci 


fra a ‘travers des. 
venus. des forces francaises de | 


As 


e | de sa conflanee et leur offre sa 
, Soon: Soecee ot : 


| séeurite de 
- Plus loin 


et leurs biens pour des. actes 
a ro libération de la France mé- 
que -la de ces actes soit 
affirmée et que justice soit rendue 4 leurs | 
auteurs injustement condammeés, 


« Ordonne: 


« Art. 1*. — Sont déelarés légitimes — 
actes accomplis postérieurement au 10 
tS4Os dans le but de servir la eause de te 


libération de la France, quand bien méme_ 


ils auraient constitué des infractions au 
regard de la kgisiation appliquée 4 l’épe- 
que. » 

Les faits que j ai signalés sont contraires 
& Pintérét national, et nous pouwvons 
voir une preuve éelatante du diserédit 

on cherche & jeter sur Ja Résistance 
¢aise, en vue de minimiser le réle 
par notre peuple dans la 
libération du pays, discrédit dont on vou- 
drait faire patir ceux qui furent les chefs 
de l’insurrection nationale, en langant 


‘contre eux les plus grossiéres et immeon- 


des calomnies, comme on le fait, notam- 
ment, a l’encontre du colonel Roll-Tanguy, 
héros de la libération de Paris. (Vifs 
applaudissements.) 

Cette méme campagne se poursuit d’une 
facon systématique contre les patriotes qui 
ont mené des actions contre l’ennemi et 
les traitres, pendant l’occupation ou la pé- 
riode insurrectionnelle. 

Cependant, ces actions sont tenues pour 
légitimes par des textes officiels, et tous 
les patriotes sont d’accord sur ce point. 


M. le garde des sceaux disait avant-hier: 


« Le devoir du ministre est de faire appli- 
quer la justice grace a des textes appro- 
priés ». 

Ces textes .existent; ils devraient donc 
étre appliqués; mais il est encore des 
policiers et des magistrats qui ne veulent 

les admettre et que M. le ministre de 


as 
: fa justice ferait bien de rappeler a leur 


devoir. 

Quant 4 nous, nous demandons que jus- 
tice soit rapidement rendue a ces patriotes, 
qu’on remette en liberté tous ceux qui 
sont actuellement en prison pour des ac- 
tions contre Vennemi ou ses _ soutiens, 


pendant l’oecupation ou la période d’ in- | 


surrection nationale, et que soient arrétées 
toutes les ursuites engagées contre 
eux. (Applaudtssements.) 

M. le peneidont. # parole 
M. Lone 


M. André Mercier. Je veux rappeler 


est A 


du 4 octobre 1943, qui rend compte d’un 


| congrés de rUnion centrale des locataires. 


Je lis: 

« Enfin, avant de se séparer, le congrés 

a adreseé au maréchal Pétain et au pré- 
sident Laval Padresee ‘suivante : 

« Le congrés: adresse au maréchal de 
France, ehef de FEtat, et au ent 
Laval, chef du Gouvernement, expression } 
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tions vena ger 
ore de cemetery iy 
ls s rappellent: ML 


caine énéral de l'Union sentrale des 
locafaires de la ville de Paris; M. Boucetf, 
secrétaire général de la fédération des lo- 
cataires de Ja Gironde; M. Athayne, con- 
tréleur financier au ministére de Pécono- 


mie nationale et des finances; M. Rama-- 


rony, président de Union de ba opriaty 
baétie en France; M. Truttié de Varreux, 
président de la chambre syndicale des pro- 
priétaires. de la ville de Paris. 

Or, nous retrouvons ces mémes hemmes, 
représentant ou prétendant représenter leg 
locafaires ainsi que les chambres od 
cales des propriétaires de la ville de 
— Athayne, Ramarony, “Trattié de Var- 
reux Gautherie, Doucet — au Journal of- 
ficiel du 15 février 1945, comme membres 
de la commission d’étude des questions de 
loyers constituée par M. de Menthen. (Ez- 
clamations.) 

Voici les textes. Et d’abord Ie Journal 
= de l’Etat francais, du 3 décembre 

« Le garde des sceaux, ministre secré- 
tare d’Etat a la justice, 

« Vu le décret du 8 novembre #943 ins- 


| titaant une commission d’étude des ques- 


tions de loyers, et notamment Particle 3 
de ce décret prévoyant que les membres 
de la commission sont désignés par arrété 
du garde des sceaux, ministre secrétaire 
d’Etat a la justice, 

« Arréte: 

«. Art. itr. — La composition de la com- 
mission d’étude des questions de loyers 
est fixée ainsi qu'il suit... » 

Suivent les noms de MM. Athayne, con- 
tréleur financier au ministére de l’écono- 


{ Mie nationale et des finances, Ramarony, 


président de l'Union de Ia propriété bitie 
en France, Truttié de Varreux, président de 


la chambre syndicale des propriétaires de 


la ville de Paris, Gautherie, seerétaire gé- 
néral de-l’Union céntrale des Iseataires 


| de Ia ville de Paris, Doucet, secrétaire gé- 


_de la commission d’étude des 


a re 


dials, ped on wel bs ble justice $0-} 
de la famille et ak tn vieilivone » 


» : 


‘ tituant une commission d’étude des 


néral de la Fédération des lecataires do 
Ia Gironde, etc.. 

aw ...Fait 4 Paris, le 2 décembre 4943. 
. « Signe: Maurice Gabolde ». 

Passons au Journal offictet da #5 février 
#945, dans lequel est fixée Ia etione te 

ons de 

yers: 
« sa garde des sceaux, ministre de ‘Ia 


« Ve le décret du 26 décembre #944 ins- 
1eSe 


all 


tions de loyers et notamment 3 
de ce décret, prévoyant les srenbres 
de la commission sont ars 
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~ ASSEMBIRE CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE’— SEANCE DU@22-FEVRIER 1945" 


1'Union centr e.des locataires et commer- 


cants de Frante et des colonies; 
& M. D t, secrétaire 
dération des locataires de t 
« Fait & Paris, lp 14 février 1945. 
« Signé: Francois de Menthon. (Ezcla- 


mations.) 


M. Robert-Pimienta. On prend les mémes 
et on recommence ! 

M. André Mercier. Oui, on prend les mé- 
mes et on recommence. 

Et je pose la question 4 M. le garde des 
sceaux; lés. hommes qui ont encensé Pé- 
tain, Laval, Ja révolution nationale, la col- 
labdration, Ja trahison, sont-ils habilités 
par lui, aprés l’avoir été par le gouver- 
nement. de Vichy, alors que la Fédération 


des jocataires de la région parisienne, la 


Confédération- des petits commergcants et 
de l’artisanat sont systématiquement éli- 
minés de tous les organismes officiels 
constitués pour l’étude des questions de 
loyers ? 

Nous signajons a l’attention de l’Assem- 
blée que~ novus retrouvons les noms de 
MM. ‘Trultié de Varreux et Ramarony, 
grands défenseurs de la politique de Vichy 
et de la~ e propriété tatie, dans un 
soi-disant. Centre d’études de i’habitation, 
qui a son siége 10, rue Lincoln, 4 Paris, 4 
coté des représentants des grandes ban- 
ques, des compagnies d’assurances, des 


‘sociétés immobiliéres, du comité d’organi- 


sation de Ja sidérurgie. 

Voici quelques-uns des adhérents au 
Centre d’études de habitation: 

Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, Com- 
ae d’assurances générales sur la vie, 
omptoir . national - d’éscompte de _ Paris, 
Crédit lyonnais, Chambre syndicale des 
propriétés immobiliéres. de la ville de Pa- 
ris, Crédit commercial de France, Banque 
nationale pour le commerce et |’industrie, 
Société des hauts fourneaux, forges et acié- 
ries de Pompey, Hauts fourneaux et fonde- 
ries de Pont-d-Mousson, Société Commen- 
try-Fourchambault-Decazeville, Société des 
aciéries et forges de Firminy, etc... 

Ainsi,..cinquante grandes sociétés indus- 
trielles, financiéres et commerciales ont 
constitué ce Centre d'études ou l'on re- 
trouve MM. Truttié de Varreux et Rama- 
rony.: | 

Est-ce 14 un apercu de la Iutte contre 
les trusts, préconisée par le général de 
Gaulle lui-méme, en raison du mal qu’ils 
ont fait 4 la patrie? . 

Il est impossible de contevoir une amé- 
lioration de la vie nationale, tant que pré- 


-yaudront Jes principes qui conduisent 4 


reprendre les hommes qui ‘ont prdéné 
Hitler, Vichy et-ses méthodes, pour leur 
confier officiellement les questions si épi- 
neuses et si délicates de la défense des 


’ Jocataires et de Ja reconstruction. Il faut 


en oe de telles si ou bien 
artir. | laudissements. | 
Oe. le pedsident. La parole est 4 M. le 


garde d ae 
M. Francois de Menthon, garde des 
sceauz, ministre de la justice. Mesdames, 


nérat-de la té- 
Gironde. ae 


| 


’ 


fait pase. de l’ensemble> de 


délinquante, dont de nombreux. orateurs 
‘et’ notamment Mme Delaunay, ont parl 
avec tant de coour et tant de a ence, 
Sur ce point, il n’existe aucun -désa 
entre nous. Nous irons de l’avant, rapide: 
ment, dans la voie d’une organisation plus 
appropriée 4 la protection et au reléve- 
ment de l’enfance coupable. 


- MM. Depreux et Hamon, ainsi. gue les 


rapporteurs, ont trés justemént souleyé le 
prohléme important des naturalisations. Je 
m’en suis préoccupé, dés mon arrivée, 
d’une part, pour l’immédiat, d’autre part, 
pour l’avenir. | 

Pour l’immédiat, il s’agissait de repren- 
dre d’urgence la politique des naturali- 
sations en faveur des étrangers qui.ont 
gagné,a nos cétés, le droit d’étre Frangais, 
soit sur les champs de bataille de l’exté- 
rieur, soit dans la clandestinité. Nous avens 
demandé aux préfets de nous transmettre 
leurs demandes en priorité absolue. Vous 
Savez qu’en la matiére, l’enquéte est tou- 
jours assez longue. Nous en accélérons le 
rythme au maximum. A ce jour, 336. natu- 
ralisations ont été prononcées dans .ces 
conditions, et la cadence va s’accélérer. 

Il convenait aussi, sans plus tarder, 
d’examiner les retraits de nationalité pro- 
noncés par le , pytied ro motces de Vichy. Les 
commissions de revision des naturalisa- 
tions de Vichy avaient prononcé 15.000 re- 
traits de nationalité. Nous avons repris 
les dossiers. Les décisions sont rétroacti- 
vement annulées. Cependant, il est cer- 
tain eas ou les retraits de nationalité ont 
été prononcés pour des motifs de droit 
commun; nous devons les examiner, en 
reprenant la procédure réguliére de 4de- 
chéance prévue par ja loi de 1927. 

Pour l'avenir, il s’agissait, d’une part, 
de nous mettre matériellement en mesure 
de faire face au travail considérable qui 
allait étre celui du bureau du sceau. C’est 
objet de la demande de crédits qui vous 
a été présenlée. Il importait, d’autre part, 
et surtout, de préparer une doctrine, un 

lan des naturalisations pour les années 
a venir. A cet effet, j’ai provoqué la consti- 
tution d’une commission interministérielie, 
par laquelle cette doctrine sera préparée 
et dont les conclusions seront ensuite pro- 
posées au Gouvernement. 

Le probléme de la réforme judiciaire a 
été abordé par plusieurs. orateurs, notam- 
ment par MM. Depreux et Hauriou, du 
point de vue de l’institution du. juge uni- 
que, du relévement des traitements, de 
lindépendance de la magistrature .et de 
l’accession de la femme & la magistrature. 

En ce qui concerne le juge unique, je 
pense que M. Depreux reste aussi attaché 


a cette institution qu’il l’était en novembre 
_Jernigr et j’espére que si M. Hauriou a 
.contribué 4 me conyaincre de. la nécessité 
@m juge unique, cela n’a pas été pour lui 
une raison de changer  d’opinion. La 


réforme ne fut pas brusquée ; elle fut pré- 
parée. Ce n’est pas un jeune juge de 
25 ans, comme on l|’a dit, qui rend seul la 
justice, mais:bien le président du tribunal 
ou, a4 son défaut, le juge le plus ancien, 
lorsque le président du tribunal se trouve 


~ 


-pris par les cours de justice. 


D’ailleurs, l’institution du‘ j 


ont je 


fant | 
qui,| de cette Assemblé 
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camarade de la 


tions du. minis a justi 
| ‘mandé la revision. Dés - 


¥ ’ 
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ie le- Moment serait in 


au_ point ou 
soften: Tl faut réaliser la réforme, puis ta 


‘mise au‘ point se fait d’elle é; au 
cours des premiers mois d’application. 

_M, Depreux a trés justement souligné, 
et l’Assemblée ne lui a pas marchandé son 
</  aaraey que nous ne parviendrons 4 
refaire une grande magistrature républi- 
caine qu’en revalorisant trés sensiblement 
la, situation matérielle des magistrate. Une 
étape est. parcourue, ne craignons pas de 
le dire. Dés maintenant, la situation des 
magistrats est substantiellement relevée. 
Néanmoins, la réforme réalisée par le mi- 
nistre des finances ne l’a pas amenée au 
niveau de celle des fonctionnaires de 
méme catégorie. C’est cette revalorisation 
qu’il nous faudra réaliser, si nous voulons 


vraiment que la situation de nos magis- 


trats soit telle qu’elle doit étre. | 
Sur l’introduction des femmes dans la 
magistrature, j’ai eu l’honneur de dire hier 
aux dames membres de cette Assemblée 
que non seulement je donnais mon plein 
accord de principe a cette réforme, mais 
que, comme pour le juge vm spo } eéti- 
mais possible de la détacher de l’ensemble 
de ja réforme judiciaire et de proposer 
immédiatement sa réalisation au conseil 
des ministres. Je tiendrai a honneur de 
faire aboutir cette égalisation, combien lé- 
itime, des droits des femmes et des 
ommes devant la fonction publique la 
plus haute, certain. que, pour les taches 
nouvelles qui vont étre celles de la magis- 


_trature, comme le redressement de |’en- 


fance coupable, ainsi que pour. une com- 
préhension plus exacte des droits, des inté- 
réts et de la dignité de la femme et aussi 
pour populariser de nouveau la magistra- 
ture, cette réforme sera importante. (Trés 
bien! irés bien!) 

J’en viens au débat soulevé par |’épu- 
ration et la répression. 

Plusieurs orateurs ont souligné le ma- 
laise qui, de ce fait, yes sur le pays et 
sur la Résistance. Ils l’ont fait parfois en 
termes _profon ent émouvants pour le 
istance .que je.sais 


rester pour eux. ons ensemble de 


dissiper ce malaise avec une bonne vo- 


lon‘ * réciproque. 

Je ne peux répondre a tous les cas évo- 
qués, parce que je ne peux pas transgres- 
ser le secret des cabinet. d’instruction ou 
du travail des parquets. (Interruptions.) 
Cependant, je m’expliquerai trés largement 
sur les cas les plus aigus.qui ont été évo- 


qués-ici et qui ont soulevé une légitime — 


émotion. | ; 

Dans l’affaire de la rue de Buci, il s’agis- 
sait de déclarer légitime un fait tombant 
matériellement sous le coup d’une ineri- 
mination de droit commun, parce que ce 
fait avait été.commis pour Ja cause de la 
libération. Il est exact que la chambre des 
revisions de la cour d’appel de Paris a 
rendu, Je 4 janvier 1945, un arrét rejetant 
la demande de revision présentée par 
M. Jean Grelot pour son fils Pierre 
fusillé par<les-Allemands aprés avoir été 
con é antérieurement par le tribunal 
d’Etat. (Interruptions.) Mo eae) 

Le parquet oh seul, recoit les_instruc- 

tére de. os, avait -de- 
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.pénérales recues, le t 
général a demandé la revision. “ci 
_— Ga rejetée par des juges mal écllai- 


pierre Villon. Mal choisis | 
Sur dwers bancs. Maimtenus a tort! 


M. le garde des sceaux. ...lc part. bt gé- 
néral la ae Me rev = I} 
ugememt du nvier qu’évi- 
ent tout le monde ici déplore et qui 
étre & ecandale a la magis- 
e. L’explication, croyez-moi, la voici. 

Tous ici, nous savens ce qu’est |’affaire 
de la rue de Buci,-.ne serail-ce — 
en avoir entendu & la radio. Mais 
ces on ayant & jeger sur dossier et 
Gant hommes tle inet un peu en 
dehors des bruits du forum... (Vives inter- 


"8. Vincent Auriol. His écoutaient la radio 
de Vichy et non pas la radio de Londres |! 


M. le garde des sceaux. ...se sont trouvés 
devant un dossier que, trés légitimement, 
les familles de ces es avaient cru 
inutile de faire compléter, parce que le 
fait était évident. 

Yoila 1) expli 


tion psychologique de 

entable, pour laquelle la 

ehancellerie n’a évidemment pas de fres- 
é. (Interruptions.) 

J’en viens 4 l’affaire Maurras, ou plus 
exactement A l’histoire des d@ux dépéches 
eontradictoires concernant la date ov fut 
assassiné le pétre de « Stéphane », par des 
Voici exactement quels sont les faits. 

Le 25 janvier 1945, le parquet général de 
Lyon avait adressé au procureur de la Ré- 


, eg at de Nice un télégramme le priant 
e fournir des précisions sur la ‘date 

exacte de l’assassinat de M. Worms. | 
Le 26 janvier, Te 
la télégraphi 
@ janvi 
Ca 


: 
; 


vous renseigner ». | 
lecture de ce. télégramme, 
| général — 4 J’au- 


| 
: 


earan général a recu. 


in 


qui je demande, par télé- | 


nt'la plaidoirie de 
M* Goncet, défe e Maurras. » 
Le méme soir, vers 23 heures, un télé- 
| de D , mis 4 la poste a |. 


code d’instruction criminelle, la revision 
d’un procés n’est jamais possible que dans 
l’intérét du condamneé. 

Une chose reste a faire; elle sera fatte. 
Une oy agg est wpe Pi opp 
' assassins de M. Worms et, d’aprés ce que 
nous savons déja aujourd’hui des _pre- 
somptions qui pésent sur Maurras, celui-ci 
sera inculpé & .neuveau, et cette fois 
comme complice de Yassassinat ‘de 
M.: Worms. Des instructions ont été don- 
nées en ce sens. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 

L’affaire Creyssel: Creyssel, justiciable 
de la Haute Cour, a été transféré pour cette 
raison de Nice a Fresnes, ou il se trouve 
depuis le 3 décembre 1944. 

S ministres de Vichy? Le conseil des 
minisires a décidé leur arrestation dés le 
mois de septembre, et le ministére de l’in- 
térieur a aussitét pris toutes dispositions 
eh conséquence. Je ne pense pas que la 
police efi besoin d’apprendre par le dé- 
partement de la justice les noms et adres- 
ses des inculpés. 

M. Emmanuel d’Astier de La Vigerie. 
Pourquoi relache-t-on ceux d’entre eux qui 
avaient été internés ? 

M. Robert-Pimienta. 


— 


Prouvost esf tou- 


:aire Pétain et Vaffaire Carcopino ? : 
M. le garde des sceaux. Pour l’affaire Pé- 
tain, vous savez que la Haute Cour de jus- 


désignés par votre Assemblée, est compé- 
tente pest juger aussi bien Pétain que ses 
|Ministres, 

La commission d’insfryction prés la 
Haute Cour de justice a seule la possibi- 
lité de décider de l’ordre des audiences. 
Le Gouvernement ne peut qte faire savoir 
au procureur général prés la Haute Cour 
son désir de voir les audiences se Jdérou- 
ler en tel ou tel sens. Le Gouvernement 
os pas manque et ne manquera pas de le 
aire. 

Les affaires économiques seraient en 
panne ? Voici cependant quelques. incul- 
aeons, queigues détentions : Leh‘deux 

cois, comité d’organisation de l’auto- 
mobile, arrété depuis le 31 aofiit; Mirahaud 
Eugéne, mines de Bor, 3 septembre 1944; 
Castellani Antoine, optique mécanique et 


— 


— 


—v 


— 


’ 


| Ernest, ‘société de construction Batigno!- 
lesChAtillon; Roth André, société : 


x | red les dirigeants de Caudron-Renattt; 


ubeaut, chaussures Pillet; Legueux, Car- 

: ee rears A nity ph et Rhéne ¥i 

' le président des e ayette, 
nomumé Harchacol ~ 


_ Au surplus, mesdames, messieurs, auenn 
| d@entre Vous n’a suspecié ni ne suspecte 
omumes we jai 

Boissarie et 


+ 
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ours en liberté. Et que deviennent l’af- [| 


tice, juridiction qui comprendra des jurés | 


| .Aussitét que l’avis des 


haute ision, 10 septemabre 1944.... 
; a” Geko ee? Be de. 
Wendel ? 

M. fe garde des sceaux. ...M. Gouin 


ASSEMBLER CONSULTATIVE PROVISOIRE — SEANCE DU 22 1945 “S| 
mcune demande n’a été préseniéé par les } avait été désigné & ce posté par la Résis-. : lack Je commissaire, qui s’est fait T’accu- 
dq | ic i : ‘ | sa public avec tn talent 
Pierre Vition. Et si elle est de nou-| .D’autre part, devant la situation ac- gie que personne ne conteste, 
veau refusée 7? : | tuelle, que faire ? Les éminents avocats | fois une série de m 
S. be _ des eoeaux. Quel reproche | qui sont ici savent aussi bien gue moi | tées (interruptions) 
i & la chancellerie ? Selon les | qu’aux termes des articles 444 et 445 du] soucie pas davantage que neus ne neus 


| soucions. nous-mémés — et un 
fe mettant en cause a pro 
| de suere, essayait de le dist 


Vous commencez a co 


| qui a intérét A discréditer les magistrats.., 


garde 
& jeter le discrédit sur l’auterité et sur 
Poeuvre des cours de justice, pour ¢nerver 
la répression et décourager ceux qui en 
sont responsables. 

M, Jacques DehG-Bridef. Tout le monde 
rend hommage au procureur Boissarie. 

_ 4. Robert-Pimienta. Personne ne le cri- 
'tique ni le conteste; c’est Marcel Villard 
qui l’a nommé., 

M. le garde des sceaux. Ne veus 
pas &@ ce travail de démolitien! 

Je passe maintenant des cas partieuliers 
4 ensemble. Je vous ai apperté, nen seu- 
| lement des paroles, mais des faits. 

: Je rappelle quelques chiffres: an 18 fé- 
| vrier, un total de 12.500 jugements, dont 

2.000 rendus par les tribunaux militaires 
avant l’institution des eours’ de justice, 
7.006 par les cours de justice, 3.500 par 
les chambres civiques. 

Je vous ai ‘oat qu’au rythme actuel 
des réglements par les parquets, la ré- 
eens serait terminée quasi totalement 

Ja fin de juillet. 

Pour l’épuration, je vous rappelle le 
| chiffre significafif qui a déja été donné: 
un magistrat sur huit a da etre suspendu. 
eemmiissions 
d@’épuration nous est parvenw, nous sta- 
tuons. Je rappelle que les membres de la 
| Résistance sorft en majorité dans ees com- 
| maissions d’épuration, et ‘ls . peuvent 
évoquer tous les cas qu’ils désirent. 

Une mise au point reésterait, parait-il, 
nécessaire, malgré ce que nous avens dit 


— — ——eeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEow=~Cm, rr 


prétez 


— 


et répété, concernant le fameux eommu- 
nigqué du conseil des ministres qui disait 
en substance: l’épuration dans les admi- 


| oistrations centrales doit étre terminée le 
| 45 février; |’épuration dans Pensemble du 
personnel doit étre terminée pour le 
i> mars; en outre toutes les affaires ac- 
 tuellement a l’instruction et peuvant en- 
trainer des peines capitales ent étre 


: jugtes avant le 1* mai: 

| Que signifie ce communiqué ? Simple- 
} ment ceci: chaque ministre deit faire tout 
qui est en.son pouvoir peur que |’épu- 


| 
fet ps , . 

dire que, conformément dux wetions 
antérieurement données, teut deit étre 
mais en cuvre par les des cours 
de justice et par les cabinets d’instraction 


— 


toutes les affaires aetuellement 
tion et entrainer des 
capitales solent jugées avant ic 
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cession des femmes 4 la magistrature ont > 
souscrit avec enthousiasme a cette for- 

Thule. Je vous avais demandé si nous pou- 
vions espérer, sur ce point, une solution | 
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bien simple: répression aussi rapide que | Sceaux a trouvé, 4 la fin de son plaidoyer || 
“possible Thais: repression dans Me fas ce, | pro domo,’ des accents émouvants rai: 
ce qui demande certains déldis, et répres- | n’ont laissé aucun de nous i a Cat 
‘sion totale, c’esta-dire que tous les cou- Nous voudrions pouvoir lui’ * que: 
pables doivent. étre condamnés. 


_ 


nous sommes convaincus, Malheureuse- |. 


7 


En matitre d’épuration, c’est également 
simple: épuration aussi rapide que pos- 
‘sible, épuration sans arbitraire, dans 
‘l’équité, et enfin épuration. totale,. c’est-a- 


dire que tous les.cas suspects deivent étre. 


examines, © 3 
. Cela dit, je vous demande de considérer 
ener ages Certes, sur la multitude des 
cas, i 
faits choquants; c’est inévitable. Cepen- 
dant, considérez que nous nous sommes 
trouvés au départ sans police, sans tribu- 
naux, avec simplement une’ doctrine trés 
ferme de la répression précisée antérieu- 
rement, et avec Jes dossiers qu’avait pu 
réunir le .commissaire 4 l’intérieur de 
l’époque. 

Voila le point de départ, et il a fallu 
que 1a justice passe, mais en reslant 4 la 
hauteur de la France, sans désordre, aussi 


vite que possible, mais tout en demeurant 


la justice. . 

Considérez ce qui se passe ailleurs; Je 
suis bien persuadé que demain, lorsque 
l’on. examinera la maniére dont la répres- 
sion et ]’épuration se sont faites en France, 
nous n’aurons pas 4 en rougir, ni les uns 
nk les autres. 

Voyez-vous, monsieur Oudard, nous 
avons fait connaissance, dts l’apparition 
des premiéres feuilles clandestines de la 
zone Su@, en février ou mars 1941, dans 
Ja ville de Lyon. Vous ne pouvez pas pen- 
ser sérieusement que, si j’avais mauvaise 
conscience et si j’avais un seul instant 
l’impression d’étre un fossoyeur du gaul- 
lisme, je resterais un jgur de plus a la 
place ou je suis. 

Je suis 4 un poste de combat, au poste 
de combat le plus visé, vous le savez bien, 
par les hommes de Pucheu, de Christofini, 
de Chiappe, de Brasillach. aps 
’ Comprenez-le donc et aidez-moi, aidez 
le Gouvernement 4 dissiper tout ce mataise 
fomenté évidemment dans l’ombre des 
vieilles officines de trahison, par des 
hommes qui ont intérét a discréditer la Ré- 
‘sistance, la pepemae et le gaullisme, 
tant 4 lintérieur qu’a ]’extérieur! . 

— Restons unis! C’est 4 cette condition seu- 
lement = nous ne trahirons pas l’idéal 
que représente pour nous tous ce 

avons appelé depuis 1940 Je gaullisme — 
oui, Copeau! — c’est-a-dire cette grande 
espérance francaise, cette grande espé- 
rance de pureté morale, cette grande espé- 


-rance-humaine. (Applaudissements.) —“ 
Emmanuel 


Nous ne. doutons pas de votre conscience, 
mais. de votre. fermeté. 


- 


preux.... ae 
M. André Mercier. Monsieur le garde des 


a des erreurs, des anomalies, des. 


nous | 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. De- | comme le jeune Legros 


‘bien le 
asSassinés par les Allemands aprés avoir |’ 
été. condamnés une premiére fois par 


ment, si nous nous élevons du plan affec- 


tif au plan de la 


raison, nous avons le 
regret 


e lui dire qu’il-ne nous a donné 


de réponse satisfaisante 4 peu prés sur. 
pas 


aucun point. et que nous n’ayons 
impression que ja Fog républicaine 
est aujourd*hui en ad 

ment solides. (Applaudissements.) 


Vous tournant, monsieur le garde des. 


sceaux, vers notre collégue-M. Oudard, 
vous lui avez dit que si vous aviez mau- 
vaise conscience, vous ne resteriez pas une 
minute de plus 4 votre poste. Nous som- 
mes bien certains que lorsque vous dites 
cela vous étes de bonne foi; mais nous 
ne sommes pas moins persuadés que nous 
avons le droit de vous dire que si. ]’As- 
semblée n’est autorisée a4 émettre que des 
avis, elle émet aujourd’hui, comme dans 
le dernier débat, un avis formel: a savoir 


qu’elle voudeait une répression plus éner- 


pique, une épuration plus rapide. : 
@ que vous venez de nous dire en 
ce qui concerne les locataires est, je vous 
l’assure, de nature 4 nous inquiéter sin- 
guliérement. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 

Les noms des membres de la cemmis- 
sion d’étude des questions de loyer 
yt hee la chambre syndicale des lo- 
cataires et la chambre syndicale des. pro- 
priétaires sont les mémes, dites-vous, 
qu’en 1936. Mais, depuis 1936 ou, plus 
éxactement, depuis 1940, il s’est passé un 
fait que vous connaissez aussi bien que 
nous: l’occupation de la France par les 
armées hitlériennes et par le gouverne- 
ment de Vichy, la trahison d’un certain 
nombre de Francais qui, quels que soient 
leurs titres antérieurs 4 1939, ont démé- 
rité lorsqu’ils se sont mis au service des 
occupants et du gouvernement de Vichy. 
(Applaudissements.) : 

t ce que vous avez fait pour les lo- 
eataires, vous l’avez malheureusement fait 


également pour un grand nombre de ma- 
gistrats. 


Vous avez parlé de l’affaire de la rue. 


de Buci. Avez-vous eu conscience que vous 
avez dit nettement ceci:-il faut excuser 


en quelque sorte les magistrats .qui ont 


pu se tromper dans cette affaire parce 


-qu’ils sont des hommes de cabinet et 


u’ils ne connaissent pas les bruits du 
orum ? 
Comment! Des bruits du forum, les ap- 
pee émouvants et éloquents de notre ami 
umann a la radio de Londres, lorsqu’il 
faisait l’apologie de ceux qui luttaient 
your la cause sacrée de la 
contre ]’Allemand ? Des bruif$ du forum, 
annonce que: des Francais de vingt ans, 
dont je connais 


ére que j’aime beaucoup, ont ét 


le tribunal 


| d'Etat. francais? Comment 
voulez-vous 


u’on ignore qu’il s’agit 
Re fiand 9 


S$. mains suffisam- . 


ul. 


Résistance | 336 


Vichy. | 

M. le page 
Ment 13.600. 
sistance quand on | WM. Edouard 


ide. 


" Yous nous avez dit nettement que vous || 

€tiez d’accord en principe avec’ nous. Je | 

| penne, par consequent, qu’il n’y a pas lieu | 
e tarder | 


. Mi, te garde. des sceaux. J’ai déclaré for- 
mellement que je proposerai_en ce sens, 
A trés bref délai, un projet d’ordonnance 
au conseil des ministres. 
Depreux. Que signifie 1’ex- 


M, | 
1 ey trés bref délai? » 


garde des sceaux. Disons quinze 


| jours. _~ 


M. Edouard Depreux. Ce n’était pas 14 
une question indiscréte, 
garde des sceaux, car j’ai entendu dire — 
je ne sais: pas si c’est exact — que vous 
aviez l’intention de ne prévoir la réalisa- 
tion de cette mesure 
d’octobre.ou de novembre prochain. 


monsieur je: 


ue pour la rentrée | 


M. fle garde des sceaux. Il n’en est pas 


question, 


M. Edouard Depreux. Je vous en donne 


acte bien volonticrs. Sur ce point, notre 


discussion a été extrémement utile. 
En ce gui concerne les naturalisations, 


j'ai. peur. de. n’avoir pas trés bien entendu 


votre chiffre. Vous me démentirez si je 


me suis trompé. Je. crois que vous avez 


dit. que l’on avait procédé, depuis la lihé-— 


ration, 4 336 naturalisations. Est-ce exact ? | 


M. te gparde des sceaux. Oui. 
M. Edouard Depreux. Cela fait 


une | 


moyenne de deux par jour. Or, nous sa- | 
vons trés bien les uns et les autres — | 
ce sont les chiffres mémes du rapport 


de M. Bonnevay que personne ne conteste 
— qu'il y a 485.000 dossiers en retard. 


M. le garde des sceaux. Me permettez- 


vous de vous interrompre ? 

M. Edouard Depreux. Volontiers. 

M. le président. La parole est a M. le 
getve des sceaux, avec l’autorisation de 
‘orateur. 

M. le garde des sceaux. Vous savez com- 
— se font les enquétes de naturalisa- 
ion. 

Files ne sont pas conduites par les par- 
quets, mais par les autorités administra- 
tives. Lorsqu’une demande parvient a la 


ere age eee een eee eee 


chancellerie, elle doit étre renvoyée aux 
préfectures pour instruction. Ce qui expli- 
que que les dossiers que nous avons de- 


manlés 
ont des titres dans 
cent seulement A arriver. 


par priorité . een de ceux qui | 
la R sistance, commen- | 


M. Edouard Depreux. Nous sommés abso- 


lument d’accord: ces dossiers commencent | 


& arriyer et aujourd’hui on a naturalisé 


rsonnes. 


des sceaux. Non, 200.000 
M. 4 bn ux, 200.000 
aturalisation, p 


_ Il-est incontestable qu’il y_ 
a ot dossiers en instance, | 


dossiers de 
us 285.000 dossiers de re« 


5 Aes de naturalisation prononcés par 


. 


- __ w. Edoua écisions hous 
‘avaient | rassurent un pe Ait pas 
autorités |. 485.000 : dossi 


ws 


_d’accord 
jour 
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. 
mée réguliére, soit dans les F. F. I. 
in c8 qui concern le juge unt 


unique, vous 
avez souligner avec une 
malice qu'il ¥ avait quelque contradiction 
dans nfon att “yew aprés page ® dit, em no- 
yemmbre, que j’ artisan dit Juge uni- 

, ], aurais. déclare avant-hier, que je 
. Htais: hestile. Je 


prendre et, dans ce eas, je m’explique. 
Je vous avais invité, en novembre, a exa- 
nine la question de savoir si l’institution 


juge unique ne 
liser quelques économies. Mais jai tow 
jours é que vous ne pouviez réaliser 
eette extrémement i te que 
dans le cadre d’une réforme générale de la 
Magistrature; vous avez cru pouvoir la. 
détacher et c'est lA que réside notre désac- 


Mais le malaise qui existe entre | As- 
gembiée — et non pas seulement queiques-. 
uns de ses membres — et vous est beau- 
coup plus profond.. 

Vous avez vous-méme employé les ex- 


fons de « malaise », « d émotion leg . 
a 


e ».. Nous. avons l’impression gue 
ession n’est pas suffisamment coordon- 
e, ni suffisamment méthodique. Je vous 
assure que, sur ce point, vous ne nous 
avez donné aucun apaisement substantiel. 
Nous sommes persuadés qu’il faut changer 
radicalement. de méthodes, si l’on veut 
éviter une crise. 
M. Vincent Auriol. [1 faudrait aussi chan- 
ger de magistrats. 
M, Edouard Depreux. Vous avez évoqué, 
d’une maniére émouvante, la naissance du 
ullisme. Combien y a-t-il d’hommes au- 
fourd’h qui essayent de pénétrer le gaul- 
e aprés avoir joué d’abord la carte du 
maréchal Pétain, ) rs celle du général Gi- 
raud! Nous voudrions avoir Passurance 
e ce ne sont pas ces gaullistes de la 
eiziéme heure qui auront le droit de sai- 
air partout, et singuliérement au ministére 
de fz ce et dans un certain nombre de 
parquets, les leviers de commande. _ 
La question. de l’épuration est cruciale. 
Vous savez que] a été le malaise profond 
@e la Belgique au moment de la lib ration ; 
vous savez que Phéroi 2 
eonnw les horreurs de la guerre ¢r ce 
grec que tous ici nous aimons dou- 
fement, parce que la Gréce antique nous 
s @ liberté et le rationalisme qui 
est & Ix base de la science contemporaine 
et parce que la Gréce moderne avait rem- 
porté | la: — sur Pitalie mussolinienne 
| | itiéri es vien- 
101 Pacrepols et. 
us. savez quelie a été Ia cause. de fa. 
“eg rile en Gréce : e’est en grande p 
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> 
le ¢in- 


om ont bien gagné leur titre 
igen. combaftant soit dans Far-| 


: ) 


me suis. fait mal com- |} 


it de. réa- | 


peuple grec’ a | 


pointe de } 
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Ls os 


tes alentours:|} terminé. (Mowvements di 
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s agit donc. plus dun. cas. personnel, mais 
une. anaaitots de fait, d'une vérité: 
qienfre 1936 et 1944, il s’est teut de 
méme passé quelque chose. (Applaudis- 
sements sur divers. bancs.) | 

M. tle président. Je vais. appeler l’amen- 
dement de M.. Ramette sur le chapitre t*... 
M.. Blocq-Maseart. Je demande, la parole. 
M. le président... La parole est 4 M. Blocq- 
Mascart. ie 
M. Blecq-Mascart.. Le groupe de la Résis- 
tance métropolitaine avait rimé le 
désir, au cours. de sa séance de mardi, 
qu’une suspension. de séance permit & ses 
membres de se réunir aprés la discussion 
générale: du budget de la justice.. 

Je vous demande, monsieur le président, 
de vouloir bien proposer 4 Assemblée de 
suspendre: sa séance a cet effet. 

M. le président. Wn certain nombre de 
nos collégues proposent 4 l Assemblée de 
Suspendre sa séance pendant quelques 
instamts, afin de permettre au groupe de 
la Résistance métropolitaine de se réunir. 

IL n’y a pas d’opposition 7... 

L’amendement de M. Arthur, Ramefte, 
qui sera: appelé a la reprise, comporte un 
serutin. public. Je Vindique 4 nos collégues 
pour qu’ils soient présents a la reprise 
afin de participer au scrutin. 

La séance est suspendue. 

(La séance, suspendue a seize heures 

uarante minutes, est reprise a diz-sept 
eures vingt-cing minutes.) 

M.. le président. La séance est reprise. 

Je rappelle 4 l’Assemblée qu’au chapi- 
tre f* du budget-de la justice, j’ai été 
Saisi d’un amendement de M. Arthur Ra- 
mette, qui propose de réduire le crédif de 
ce chapitre de t.000 fr, et de le ramener, 
en: conséquence, a 17.565.000 fr. 

Ia parole est 4 M. Ramette. 

M.. Arthur Ramette.. Certains de nos col- 
légues ont demandé une suspension de 
séance pour se metire d’accord sur des 
proposilions A soumettre & |’Assemblée et 
qué ont um objet analogue & celui de mon 
amendement. 


} minée: 


Je suis prét a défendre mon amende- 
crois. que |’ Assemblée dési- 


-mment; mais fe | ! 
- Pera: suspendre: a nouveau sa séamee jus- 


qu’au moment ow nos: ‘— en auremt 
vers.) 
M. René Pleven meénistre des fi 


E’Assemblée p 


_ L’Assemblée voudra, 


a r ‘ 
Wettig” 


e’ est | 


eur réunion: n’est pas: ter 
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| rver chapt- 
pee Tonendemont 
et aborder |’examen. des au- | 


\ 
; 
4 


ase donc de réserver le chia- 
trois amendements ont 


Les. chapitres i* et 2 sant pésenvés. 
Nous passous 4 Pexamen dw ehagitre 3. 
« Chap. 3. — Indemmités de fenctiang 


aux magi » greffiers, cammais-greffiers 
et se ires de parauet, fr. ¥ 

Perso nme ne demande parele sur Ia 
chapitre 3 2... 


Je le mets aux veix au chiffre de 
69.504.000 fr. 


(Le chapitre 3, mis eux veir, est 
adopté.) ‘ 
le président. « Chap. 4. — €anseil 


' @Etat. — Traitements, 17.482.60@ fr. » 


Sur ce chapitre, nous avens éfé saisis a 
la derniétre minute — je be regrette une 
fois de plus — d’une tettre reefificative; 
aux termes de laquelle le Geuvernement 
demande que le crédit du ehapitre 4 soit 
augmenté de 113.000 franes et perté, ‘ex 
conséquence, 4 7.595.008 francs. 

Quel est Pavis de la commission des fi- 
nances ? 

M. Charles Laurent, président de la cem- 


mission. des finances. £il sagt, comme 


vient de me l’indiquer M. Te miistre des 
finances, d’intégrer dans le €enseil d’Etat 
le comité de contentienx dent elle a ré- 
clamé la suppression, la eemmiissien ac- 
cepte augmentation demandée par M. le 
ministre des finances au titre ehapi- 


M. fe ministr® des finances. €ette de- 
mande répond, en effet, au désir exprimé 
par la commission des finances. 

M. le président de la commission. La 


tre 4. 


F commission accepte-done, pour Te chapi- 


tre 4, le nouveau chiffre de #7.595.000 fr, 
a ae par le Gouvernement. 

. le président. La commélssion. accepte 
le nouveau chiffre proposé parle Geuver-. 
nement. | 

Personne. ne demande plus la parele?.., 
Je mets aux voix le cHapiire 4, au nou~ 


: ~ Ci 
fr.» 


eantonaux 


. D> 
M. Louis Noguéres. a dépesé un. amende- 
ai 4 rédnire de £000 fr. le 
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Je yy ye chapitre 9, au chif-7 Par lettres reetificatives, le Gouverne- i ie chapitre 22, ainsi modi 
fre de 16.8 _, SS ment demande que le erédit de oe apie voir, est 6). | ie 
(Le chapitre 9, mis aux voiz, est adopté.) | soit augmenté de 3.647.000 fr, et p en| &. le _« Chap. 23. — Suppie- 
eS consequence 4: 61.904.000 fr. ment familial de traitement, 10 millions 
ments, 62.143.000 fr. ». — Be i est l'avis de la commission ? de francs.» ne an 
“« 44. — Services judi- | M. le La commission | _ Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernemen 


ciaires. — Indemnités fixes diverses, 5 mil- | accepte. Il s’agit d’un complément de do- | demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit 
lions. de franes. » —- (Adopté.) | ‘tation pour les indemnités. C’est une con- | augmenté de 1.021.000 fr., et porté en con- 


« Chap. 12. — Services extérieurs Ps | ence du chapitre 46. séquence, A 11.021.000 fr. 

Mong an \Adonté) Ne) variables, 185.000 : asl président. Personne ne demande la ¢ . rn Big fe Fn at Fo 
ancs. » — parole ?... : » Nous donnons 
M. le président, Par lettre réctificative,| Je mets aux voix le chapitra.i7, au chif- ) un avis favorable 4 la demande du Gou- 

le Gouvernement propose d’insérer ici un } fre nouveau de 61.804.000 fr., "accepté par | vernement, , 

chapitre 12 bis’ nouveau, ainsi libellé et | la commission. M. le président. Personne ne demande 

dote : -, | (Le echapitre 171, ainsi modifié, mis auz | la parole -?... 
« Chap. 12 bis. — Service du centréle des | voiz, est adopté.) Je mets aux voix le chapitre-23, au nou- 


administrateurs provisoires et des adminis- M. le président. « Chap. 18. — Services | veau chiffre de 11.021.000 fr., accepté par 
trateurs séquestres des biens spoliés. — } extérieurs pénitentiaires. — Indemnités va- 1a commission : 
Traitements, 5.368.000 fr. » , | Tiables, 580.0000 fr. » | (Le chapitre 23, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
Quel est l'avis de la commission ?... | Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernement | vz, est adopté.) 
M. André Philip, rapporteur général. Le | demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit} « Chap. 24. — Congés de longue durée, 


chapitre 12 bis. vise la création d’un ser- } augmenté de 48.000 fr. et porté en consé- | 1.275.000 fr. » — =) | 
vice de conseils d’administrateurs provi- | quence & 628.000 fr. « Chap. 25. — Application de la régle- 
\ soires et d’administrateurs séquestres de Quel est l’avis de la commission ? | mentation relative aux fonctionnaires sus- 


biens spoliés. Au moment ot une ordon-] Mz. le rapperteur général. La commission | pendus de leurs fonctions, 4 millions de 
mance va étre soumise 4 PAssemblée et } accepte. francs. » — (Adopteé.) 

ou ‘nous aurons 4 discuter du nouveau} Mz. le président. Personne ne demande}, « Chap. 26. — Rappels de rémunérations 
régime de réparation des biens_spoliés, il} la parole ?... aux fonctionnaires réintégrés. » — (Mé- 
apparait en effet nécessaire de savoir dans| Je mets aux voix le chapitre 18, au chif- | moire.) 

quelles conditions cette administration | fre nouveau de 628.000 fr., accepté par la 


s’est effectuée : la commission des finan- | commission, . o* PARTIE. — Matériel et fonctionnement 

ces accepte donc le nouveau chapitre pro-| (Le chapitre 18, ainsi modifié, mis auz | des services. 

pose par ta lettre rectificative. | voir, est adopté.) M. le président. « Chap. 27. — Rembour- 
_M. le président. Je mets aux voix le cha- | M. te président. « Chap. 19. — Services | sement de frais de déplacement, 20.135.000. 

pitre 12 bis (nouveau), accepté par la com- | extérieurs pénitentiaires. — Personnel | francs.» 

missien, au. chiffre de 5.368.000 fr. | auxiliaire. — Employés et ouvriers, 10 mil- Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernement 

_ (Le chapitre 12 bis (nouveau) mis aux | lions 049.000 fr. » demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit 

voix, est adopte.) |. Par lettres rectificatives, le Gouverne- | augmenté de 300.000 fr. et porté, en con- 


__M. le président. « Chap. 13. — Rémuné- | ment demande que le crédit de ce chapitre | séquence, A 20.435.000 fr. 
ration des personnels auxiliaires, 38 mil- | soit augmenté de 432.000 fr. et porté en | Quel est l’avis de la commission ? 
lions 910.000 fr. » | conséquence a4 10.481.060 fr. M. le rapporteur général. Ii s’agit du 


a 


Par lettres fectificatives, le Gouverne- | Quel est l’avis de la commission ?... ' remboursement des frais de déplacement 
ment demande que le crédit de ce chapi-| M. fe rapporteur général. La commission | pour le service du controle des adminis- 
tre soit augmenté de 509.000 Ir. et porté, | accepte. | trateur; provisoires. | 
en conséquence, a 39.449.000 fr. | ML Te président. Personne ne demande la| Nous domnons un avis favorable a la 


Quel est l'avis de la commission ? parole 7.2. 


Snestt a? demande du Gouvernement. 
_ M. le rapporteur général. li s’agit d’un . Je mets aux voix le chapitre 19, au nou- : Mm. le président. Personne ne. demande 
complément de dotation permettant de re- | veau chiffre de 10.481.000 fr., accepté par ; 


eruter, au- service du controle, des admi- | la commission Ja parole?... ee an . 

isoi a ae rae is . ; mets aux voix le chapitre 27, au 

a kay 2 legge = quelques auxi ae bac ob by’ ainsi modifié, mis aux ‘nouveau chiffre de 20.435.000 fr. accepté 
Cette demande est de méme nature que} mm. le président. « Chap. 20. — Indemnités | ?*” la commission. 


celle qui concernait le chapitre précédent. | allouées pour services rendus par des tiers, | _ (2 chapitre. 27 ainsi modifie, mis aus 


La commission donne un avis favorable. |} 3 984.900 fr. » voir, est adopte.) | 
M. le président. Personne ne demande} pap lettres rectificatives, le. Gouverne- | ML 4e présicient. a Chap. 28. — Maté- 

la parole ?... : ” ment demande que le crédit de ce cha- | riel de l’administration centrale, 3.083.000 

_ Je mets aux voix le ehapitre 13, au nou- |} pitre soit augmenté de 234.000 fr. et porté, | francs. » : 

veau chiffre de 39.449.000 fr., accepté par | en conséquence, a 3.318.000 fr. Par lettres rectificatives, le Gouverne- 

la eémmission. ay: Quel est l’avis de la commisgion ?... ment demande que le crédit de ce chapitre 


_ (Le chapitre 13, ainsi modifié, mis auz M, le rapporteur général. Nous acceptons ' soit augmenté de 1.843.000 fr. et porté, en 
voix, est adopté.) — = 4 | } le novivean chiffre proposé par le Gou- | cons uence, 4 4.926.000 fr. eke 
« Chap. 44. — Jury national des mar- | yernement. | 
ros ere: — Indemnités, 200.000 fr. » mM. te président. Personne ne demande la| Mm. te ir 
28 —~ Soe .| parole ?... | avis favor 
wp. qenap. 15. — Ordre de la Libération. — : “" mets aux voix le’ehapitre 20, au nou- | ment. 


, 76.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) : : . = ele 
M. le président. « Chap. 16. — Services veau .chiffre de 3.348.000 fr. accepté par M. le président. Personne ne demande la 


Quel est l’avis de la commission ? 
général. Elle donne un 
le 4 la demande du Gouverne- 


- satin’ Trait Ia commission. ere): as aa parole ?... 
$69.651.000 Fr pag oe ored ‘ Bo tot aaotd) ainsi modifié, mis aux Je mets aux voix le chapitre 28, au ngn- 
mar jlettres Tectificatives, le Gouverne | « Chap. 2t. — Indemnités compensatri- | we ates Un ARRAS fi, SOT BE 

| te aé ¢€eé - eer ae OLOTat Le Se Ae gy , 
eoit augmenté de 17.453.000 fr. et en | or Ponony cecaier eoomantatven tree | «Le chapitre 28, ainsi modifié, mis auz- 


ce & 187.104.000 fr. 


: a | wow, est . 
b7" ma 4 millions de francs. eae Fe Chap. 28 bis (nouveau). — _— Cour 
a heed, epee 
nl e > @ , Te 
| . Par lettre rectificative, Te cot Mis npee i 
gmenté de 4 millions de trancs et porte 
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. ne se 


ng ge 
francs. » — 


te.) 
— - Rémunération. des g gref- 


Chap, 
s et Sirds -pexsannels non f ‘tictinad 
de divertes juridictions, rf 782.4 fr. » 


« thay 3} — Jury national des mardhés 


. de guerre. — os ag al diverses, » — 


ee. ? 
rig Say . — Frais de reconstitution 
@ atte @ Pétat civil et d’archives hypo- | 
_ taécaires, Le 000 fr. (Adopté. 
« Chap. 39 — Frais de registres d’état 
_ civil et frais; 


‘la formation des listes du jury criminel, 
900.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) ~ 
_ M. le président. « Chap. 4 
faux batiments pénitentiaires, -11.800.000 
.franes. » 
Par lettres rectificatives, le Gotrverne- 
ment demande. que le erédit de ce cha ge 
' soit augmenté de 12.059.000 fr. et porté, 
—conséquence, 4°23.850.000 fr. 

Quel est J’avis de- la. commission? 

M. le rapporteur général. Ici, la commis- 
sion des finanees nest pas d’ ‘accord: avec 
le Gouvernement. , 

Pour les ehapitres précédents, il nogs 
est Dien apparu qu’il s’agissait de_services 
qui n’avaient pas pu étre prévus: au mio- 
Inement ot le budget nous a été renvoyé, 
pu isqu’il s’agissaii, d’une part, du con- 
role des administrateurs provisoires, d’au- 
tre part; de la réinstallation dés services 
financiers en Alsace-Lorraine récemment 
. libérée. 

Au chapitre 40, ‘il s "agit d’une subven- 
tion donnée a wm _ grotipement privé, 
'VOEuvre de reléyement des’ prisonniers 
libérés, qui s’est donné pour but de re- 
| cueillir, 4 leur sortie de prison, un certain 
nombre de détenus, de les occuper 4 des 
travaux, de maniére a pouvoir leur donner 
ensuite des certificats qui leur permettront 
de. tronver du travail et de gagner leur vie. 

L’idée de venir en aide & des prisonniers 
libérés est infiniment sympathique 4 la 
commission ; mais elle ignore tout de ]’ceu- 


‘ « 
- fler 
res 


j = 


40. — Travaux 


vre privée dont il est question. Il nous: 


apparait done bien que la demande 
aurait di étre prévue dans le projet de 
budget, en nous donnant l’ensemble des 
 Tenseignements nécessaines pour juger de 
l’utilité de cette ceuvre, et que, mainte- 
nant, i} vaut mieux. attendre et nous pré- 
senter cette demande avec tous les ren- 
seignements nécessaires lors du’ prochain 
. €ollectif. 

Pour |’instant, nous ne pouvons-pas don- 
ner un avis favorable; alors que nous 
n’avons aucun renseignement sur l'ceuvre 


rivée a He on nous demande de 
donner un secours. | 
me » La commission est donc | 


> penyoyer au Eden: collectif 
eS i “nouveau crédit demandé par 
le rapporteur général Oui, ‘monsieur 


te woneident 
a ie jarde des sceaux. Le Gouverne- 


lent. Le Gouvernement~ n’in- 
Fad — du- ‘nouveau: chif- 
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merie Gationale; 108.000 | 


—— 


d’impression des cadres pour |} 


: 


augmenté de 585.000: fr, et ‘porté en Cone | 


“' ce, & 9.785.000 fr. 
est l’avis de la commission’... - 
M. le éral, La commission 
accepte Ja demande du Gouvernement, 
h: le président. ‘Personne ne demande 
aroke?... 
e mets aux. voix. le chapitre 42, au nou- 


ae chiffre de 9.785.000 fr., accepté par la 


. commission. 

(Le chapitre 42, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
voir, est agopté.) 

« Chap: p:’43. — Entretien des détenus, — 

Remboursements divers occasionnés par le 
séjour des détenus hors dés_ établisse- 
ments Sent Adopiey 200 millions de 
francs. »-— (Ado : 
/« Chap. 44, -— Rémunération des déte- 
nus employés dans les. services autres que 
jes régies industrielles, 14 millions de 
francs. » — (Adopteé.) 

M. le président. « Chap. ib. — Admi- 
nistration pecsoveggbe matériel automo- 
bile et transports, 7. 200.000 fr. » 

Par jettre rectificative, le Gouvernement 
demande que le crédit de ce chapitre ‘soit 
augmenté de 350.000 fr. et porté, en con- 
séquence, a 7.550.000 ‘fr. | 

Quel est l’avis de la commission ? 


M. le rapporteur général. La commission 
aecepte le nouveau -chiffre proposé par le 
Gouvernement. 


M. le président. Personne ne demande la 
parole ?. 

Je mets-aux voix le chapitre 45, au nou- 
veau chiffre de 7.550.000 fr. accepté par la 
commission. 

Le chapitre 45, ainsi modifié, mis aux 
vois, est adopté. 
— Chap. 46. — Adlocations versées au pé- 
cule. des: pupilles des institutions publi- 
ques d’éducation survéillée, 540.000 fr. » 
(Adonteé.) 

« soa 47, — Frais de correspondance 
télégrap sig et 6 plated eas 1.420.000 
francs. » — (Adap 

« Chap. 48. — Tndomnités de difficultés 
de réaidence, {2 millions de francs. »— 
Ace té.) 

. 49. — Dépenses de matériel pour 
le fonetionnement des services temporai- 
rement déplacés; 150.000 fr. » — (Adopté.) 


M. le président. « Chap. 50. — Dépenses 
afférentes 4 des réquisitions, 600, fr. » 


Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernement | 


demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit 
augmenté de 210.000 fr. et porté, en con- 
“Gnel. 23 810.000 fr. 
uel est l’avis de la commission ?.. 
M. le rapporteur général. La. commission 
accepte le chiffre bit par le Gouver- 
| nement. 


parole ?... 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre 50, au nou- 
‘veau chiffre de 810.000 fr.;, 
commission. 


chapitre 50 ainsi modifié, mis aur 
est adopté.) 


Tx COND. 54. — Construction de. centres | 
: _@observation 


pour: min prévenus- 
aoe Btsyes, 3 | milion de francs. » 


naonte 
- 6 partie, : — Travauc. 


a 


accepté par la : 


— 


WM te président. Personne ne demande'la F 


225 5.00. » = pe -—~ 


Mer gxeeutes avec ¢ participation | cantines 29 000. 000 oo det Of 


7° partie: -—— - Charges sociales, 


ap. 54. — Allocations 
ramilistos 28 iGO fr. » 

Par lettre rectificative, Te Gouvernement 
demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit 
augmenté de 8.704. fr. et porté, en 
wy ek pee? & 45,249.000 fr, 

est J’avis de la commission ?.., 

Ps le rapporteur géni al, La” commission — 
accepte. .. 

M. le président. Personne. ne demande iM 
parole ?:..  . 

Je méts aux voix le chapitre 54, au nou- 
veau chiffre de .45. 249.000. fr, accepté par 
Ja commission. 

Le chapitre 54 ainsi moeitié, MUS AUL 
voir, est adopté.) 

« Chap. 55. -—- Attributions aux person- 
nels auxiliaires des allocations viagéres 
annuelles prévues par l’article premier de 
la loi du. 18 septembre 1940, 50.000 -fr. » 
— {Adopté.) 

« Chap. 56. — Application ‘. la loi. du 
22 -juillet 1912 sur ‘les tribunaux pour 
enfants et la liberté surveillée, 46.455.000 
francs. » — (Adopté.) 

« Chap. 57. — Subvention pour travaux 


d’établissement, frais de fonctionnement, 


frais d’entretien altribués aux muvres pri- 
vées.-recevant. des.minéurs délinquants, 
6 millions de francs. » — (Adopteé.) 

« Chap. 58. — OEuvres sociales, 5.500.000 
francs. » — (Adopté.) 


8° partie. — Subventions. 


b) Subventions diverses. 


M. le président. — « Chap. 59. — Sub- 
ventions diverses, 2.295.000 fr. 

Par lettre rectificative, le Gouvernement 
demande que le crédit de ce chapitre soit 
augmenté de 250.000 fr. et porté, en consé- 
quence, 4 2.545.000 fr. 

Quel est l’avis de la commission?... 

MM. le rapporteur général. — La commis- 
Sion ne peut accepter augmentation pro- 


posée par le Gouvernement. C’est la consé- 


quence naturelle de la décision qui a été 
prise pour le crédit du chapitre: 40. 

M. le ministre des finances. Le Gouver- 
nement n'insiste pas. C’est, en effet, la 
conséquence de l’attitude qu’il a adoptée 
a ones du chapitre 40. 

e président. — Le Gouvernement 
retire sa demande. 

Personne ne demande la parole ?... 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre 59 au chit- 
fre de 2.295.000 fr. 

(Le chapitre 59, mis auz voir, est 
adopté.) 


.9 partie. — Bin enens diverses. 


« Chap. 60.-— Ré "pepe civiles, 14.000 
francs. » — (Adopt 

« Chap. 64, — Frais de ltaopts. en France, 
70.000.000 de francs. » — ( 

« Chap, 62. — Ordre de la ibération. — 
Secours accordés par le coneatl de l’ordre, 
1.000.000 ‘de francs. » — (Ado 

« Chap. 


ane té.) 
a Secours temporaire, 


~ (Adopté.) ; 
visionnement des 


Lets be 


63. — Roncionmenen. dés -tri- 
‘bunaux de pension, © 2. 563. 000. fr. >= 


ne 


Ble 
pitres qui ont été: Cia 

Je donne une nouvelle lecture du cha- 
pitre i*: , 

« Chap. i*. — Traitements du ministre 
et du pew de Tadministration cen- 
trale, 17.566.000 fr. » . 

M. Ramette a dépasé un amendement 
Lendant 4 réduire le crédit de ce chapitre | 
fe 1.000 francs et & le camener, en consé- 
quence, 4 17.565.000 fr. 

La parole est 4 M. Ramette. » 

M. Arthur Ramette. Je désire demander 
& M. le président s'il n’a pas été saisi d’un 
amendermuent du groupe de ia Résistance 
métropolitaine. Je crois savoir que ce 
groupe a décidé, 4 la majorité, de. déposer 
un amendement tendant au méme objet 
que le mien. 

M. le président. M. Blocq-Mascart vient, 
en effet, de me satsir, au nom du groupe 
de la Résistance métropolitame, dun 

ent ainsi conc: 

« Le groupe de ta Résistance métropoli- 
taine, conscient du danger 
& la nation francaise une politique de fai- 
blesse et d’atermoiement, aussi bien dans 
le domaine de la répression que dans le 
domaine de l’épuration; , 7 

« Constatant fe manque d’esprit patrioti- 
que d'une fraction deja magistrature res- 
tée fidéle 4 Pesprit de Vichy ; 

« Comsidérant que la personme de M. le 
garde des sceaux ne saurait étre mise en 
cause et rendant hommage a =n action 
dans la Résistance et 4 son patriotisme ; 

« Considérant que le défaut d’épuratiog 
ne peut ¢étre, dams sa totalité, impaté au 
se rde des sceaux et qu’il est bon de 
rappeier au Gouvernement tout entier Jes 
engagements qu’il a pris 4 Londres et a 
Alger en cette matiére; 

' « Rappelant les votes qui, par denx fois, 
— exprimé en vain la volonté de )’Assem- 
e ; 

« Demande au Gouvernement de recon- 
eidérer sa politique en mati¢re de répres- 
sion et d’épuration; 

« ia suppression du crédit de 
pg on r. inscrit a l’artiele i* du chapi- 

kh 


M. Arthur Rametie. La réduetion pr 
ste éiant plus élevée que celle que ai de- 
| retire mon am : 


— 


e fait ecourir - 


_ 


~ 


u | dames, messieurs, 


‘de TP As- | 


sien et rears: 
« Byopose la suppression. du crédit de 
| 350.000 fr. imscrit 4 Particle 1* du cha- 
pitre f*, » 

) M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Schu- 
mann. 
M. Maurice Schumann. Je renonce a la 


role. 
eo le président..Je dois indiquer, du 
reste, qu’aprés Pauteur de Pamendement, 
un membre de l’Assembiée, d’opimion con- 
traire, peut seul avoir la parole. 

mM. Maurice Schaumann. C'est pourquoi 
Jal renoncé a la parole, monsieur le pré- 
sident. 

M. André Colin. Je demande la parole 
— fe I ‘ ie ens 

. le président. La parole e : n. 

M. André Colin. L’Assemblée doit, en ce 
moment, éprouver ume assez grande in- 
qui¢étude quant a l’avenir, je ne dis pas de 
la Résistance, mais de |’unité de l’esprit 
de la Résistance. 

Cet esprit s’élait manifesté. dans Com- 
bai, ainsi que dans la charte de la Résis- 
tance, qui exprimait la volonté de tous les 
groupements, partis et associalsons 
semblés dans C. N. R., de prolonger 
leur union, afin d’assurer a la France I’ins- 
tauration d’une véritable démocratie. 

Je eonstate aujourd’hui que, vu le carac- 
ttre de Pamendement qui vient d’étre dé- 
posé par la majorité du groupe de la Ré- 
sistance métropelitaine, son vote par PAs- 
semblée mettrait fin 4 l’unité de la Résis- 
tance. Notre Assemblée a donc, sur ce 
point, 4 prendre ses responsabilités. 

D’autre part, j’estime qu'il est impor- 
tant de saisir l’Assemblée des conditions 
dans lesquelles le groupe de la Résistance 
| métropolitaine a émis un vote favorable a 
Vamendement, ainsi que d’attirer son at- 
tention sur la portée de ce texte. 

L’exposé des motifs de Pamendement ne 
vise pas seulement l’action du ministre de 
la justice et celle de la magistrature, il con- 
cerne, au fond, toute la politique générale 
du Gouvernement en matiére d’épuration. 
pplaucdissements.), : 

M, Maurice Schumann. Trés bien! 
M. André Colin. Ce n’était donc pas le 


j 


| budget du ministére de la justice qu’il 


| eonvenait de viser- Vous pouviez, mes- 
aujourd hui la 
er la méme réduc- 


tous les départements 
neus vous aurions sui- 


esponsabilité d’ 
imistériels 


bien! ‘t 


vis. (Trés rés bten! sur divers 
bancs.) Vous pouviez, le cas échéant, dési- 
| une tion 
e Assemblée, ch 
- au général de Gaulle 
Tale : 
Gen! 
bi Rn. 
ment. 
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| ; 


vous ne voterez 


le ministre des finances. 


- consécutifs, nous venons de eonsaerer a 


que telle n’est pas votre intentien; 

"amendement qu 
vous est proposé. (Applaudissements st 
de nombreux bancs,) 
M. te ministre des finances. Je demand 


la P igrbya ) 
le président. La parole est 4 monsiet 


7 


M. le minietre des finances. Mesdam 
messieurs, ni le ministre de la justice 
ni le ministre des finances ne sont ¢ 
grands experts en mati¢re de _ procs 
dure parlementaire. is ne d@eivent 
place dans le Gouvernement qa’au ro 
que Pun et Ylautre, depuis Ie i 
jour, ont eu dans la Résistanee, dans 
Résistance contre tout ce ae signifia 
Vichy, 4 Yintérienr comme Pextérie: 
~ C’est parce que, nous aussi, Deus sor 


(Applaudissements.) 
mes imprégnés du souci de mainter 
Punité de la Résistance, dune Résistsz 
qui est constituée, et. par les résistants ¢ 
pays, qui ne sont pas tous dans les me 
vements, et par les mouvements, et 7 
les partis, et par le Gouvernement 
méme, que je m’adresse a ceux que je CO; 
sidére comme mes camdarades du gro 
de la Résistance intérieure pour leur 
mander de retirer leur amendement. 
M. Maurice Schumann. Trés bien! 
M. le ministre des finances. Si le dés 
de l’Assemblée a éfé de faire eonmaitre 
Gouvernement ce qn’elie pensait de la 7 
litique d’épuration et de justice, j’ase di 
que les discussions que, nt trois jo 


4 


» 


; 
oi 


sujet ont suffisamment éclairé le Gouve 
nement sur la pensée de l’Assemblée. (A 
plaudissements.) | . 

Il appartiendra au Gouvernement de tir 
de ce débat les conclusions qu’il peut iz 
ag ee Mais, ni l’autorifé, ni le prestis 
de l’Assemblée, ni celui du Gonverriemet 
~3 penvent étre servis par des vetes in 

es.: 

Or, c’est un vote inutile, dams ce dé 
bu detatien 
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suspension de séance pour lui permettre 
de délibérer sur le nouvel aspect du pro- 
biéme qui vient de lui é¢tre présenté par 
M: le ministre des finances..C’est a 1’As- 
semblée qu’il appartient de décider si une 
a suspension de séance doit avoir 

u. 2 
“Je consulte l’Assemblée sur la suspen- 
sion de s¢ance demandée par M. Blocq- 
Mascart. | 

(L’Assemblée, consultéec, décide de sus- 
pendre la séance.) 
fae le président. La séance est suspen- 

ue. 7 

(La séance, suspendue a4 diz-sept heures 
inquante minutes, est reprise a dix-hutt 
heures trente minutes.) 7 

M. le président. La séance est reprise. 

: La parole ést &4 M. Blocq-Mascart. 

M. Maxime Blocq-Mascart.. Au nom de 
mes collégues, je retire l’amendement 
srécédemment déposé et je demande 4a 
“Assemblée la permission de lui en sou- 
mettre un autre, dont voici le texte: 

« L’Assemblée regrette que ses avis réi- 
érés en matiére d’épuration et de répres- 
sion judiciaire n’aient pas été pris en con- 
sidération; 

« Prend acte des déclarations de M. le 

inistre des finances affirmant, au nom 
fu Gouvernement, qu’d l'avenir, il n’en 
pra plus ainsi; 

« Réserve le vote de l’article 1* du cha- 
bitre 4° jusqu’a ce que des explications 
omplémentaires aient été données a son 
bureau, qu’elle mandate a cet. effet pour 
~_e contact avec le chef du Gouverne- 
ment. » — 

M. le président. M. Blocq-Mascart retire, 
aul nom du froppe de la Résistance mé- 
ropolitaine, ’amendement qu’il avait pré- 
senté et, au nom du méme groupe, en dé- 
ose un autre, qui est ainsi concu: 

« L’Assemblée regrette que ses avis réi- 
érés en matitre d’épuration et de répres- 
10N judiciaire n’aient pas été pris en con- 
dération ; 

« Prend acte des déclarations de M. le 
ministre des finances affirmant, au nom 

Gouvernement, qu’a l’avenir, il n’en 
sera plus ainsi; 

_« Réserve le vote de l'article 1° du cha- 
pitre 1° j "a ce que des explications 
romplémentaires aient-été données A son 
bureau, qu’elle mandate 4 cet. effet pour 
i —_ contact avec le chef-du Gouverne- 
ent. » ms | 

» M. Joseph Denais. Ce texte sort du cadre 
__ {fu budget. C’est un ordre du jour termi- 


On. 
t. Quel est l’avis du Gou- 
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Pour qu’il n’y. ait pes 
l- 


ryer le chapitre 1°. 
t. Jinsiste sur le fait que 


| 
gy 4 


chapitrs P28" Se | sur Vamendement 
: En répause 4 cet appel, M. Blocq-Mascart | La-parole-est 4 
demande, au nom du groupe, une nouvelle | Son vote. : 


court. . , 


points de vue. 


bert-Pimienta.~ ~ 


our éviter que, 


pas. (Sourires.) 
M. Robert-Pimi 
M. le président. 


bien !) 
La parole est a 
quer son vote. 


C’est la vérité. 
Je pose donc a 


‘ dement ? 


acon suffisamm 
)’ Assemblée. 


j’ai dit tout 


que j’ai dit. 


cent Auriol. 


~_ Ii se. 
gu 


’ 


4. 
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nous l’avons, mes. 


: pated: " amendement ~ au | étre seendameae dow. Blose as scrutin.. 


ascart. 


M. Avinin pour expliquer 


M. Antoine Avinin. Je déclare, au- nom 
‘du Mouvement de la libération nationale, 
/ que nous voterons l’amendement présenté 
par notre eamarade M: B-ocq-Mascart. 

M. le président, La parole est 4 M. Le- 


nom de mes ams, } in- 


dique 4 l’Assemblée que nous allons voter 
dans le méme sené, heureux qu’une conci- 
liation ait pu intervenir entre les divers 


M. le président. La parole est 4 M. Ro- 


M. Robert-Pimienta. Monsieur le prési-. 
dent, puisque l’Assemblée est appelée a se 
prononcer par scrutin public, je demande 
que ce scrutin public ait lieu 4 la tribune, 


ar fraude, on fasse_ voter 


es absents, (Exclamations.) 
M. le président. La demande de scrutin 
que j’ai regue.ne comporte que vingt si- 
gnatures, alors qu’aux termes du régle- 
ment une demande de scrutin public a la 
tribune doit étre signée de quarante mem- 
bres, M. Robert-Pimienta ne les représente 


Il s’agit donc d’un serutin ordinaire. 


enta. Alors, les absents 


vont voter! (Protestations. 


Je fanpatle que seuls les 


membres présents ont le droit de voter. - 
Ii me suffira, je pense, d’avoir rappelé 

cette régle pour étre assuré que l'Assem- 

blée. s’y conformera. (Trés bien! trés 


M. Noguéres pour expli- 


M. Louis Noguéres. Nous n’avons pas 
-entendu, tout a l’heure, les explications 
données par M. le ministre des finances. 
(Mouvements divers.) 


M. le ministre des finan- 


ces la question suivante: confirme-t-il ce 
ui est indiqué dans le texte de l’amen- 


M. te président. La parole est a M. le 
ministre des finances. 


M. le ministre des finances. Monsieur No- 
gules, je croyais m’étre exprimé d’une 


ent intelligible .devant 


Je ne.me propose pas de répéter ce que 
l’heure. J’indique seulement 

ue ce que j’ai dit, tout ce que j’ai dit, 
et rien que ce que j’ai dit, a été sténogra- 
' phié-et sera publié au Journal officiel, que 
j’al parlé sous l’empire d’une conviction 
“profonde et que je ne me reconnais pas la 
possibilité de déclarer si l’amendement 
‘présenté interpréte convenablement ce 


M. le président. La parole est A M. Vin- 


- i. Vincent Aurfol. Au nom de mes amis, 
-je déclare que nous avons parfaitement 
-entendu les déclarations de M. le ministre 
+ des- finances et 
d’étre lu traduit fidélement les paroles de 
_M. le ministre et l’émotion qui s’est mani- 


que le texte. qui vient 


festée dans ]’Assemblée. 


a 


peut qu’un ou deux dé¢ nos collé- 
es, éloignés du banc du Gouvernement, 
| n’aient spas entendu M. le ministre des 


nende-.| que nous -voterons J’amen: 


: « 


a 
em 
. ™ 


FB Sed 


amis et. 
¢e’est pour- 
ment, . (Ap-.} 


qe. muti revétue des vingt signatures ré- 
Le_scrutin est ouvert, 

2$ votes sont recieillis: — MM. les se- 
ares en font le dépouillement.) - 
_M. le président. Voici-le résultat du dé- 
} pouillement du. scrutin. 
‘Nombre des votants...... sos 133 

7 Majorité ~absolue.........5... 92 © 

: Pour l’adoption..... 160 
Contre ........ ‘S4eae. 54 


..L'Assemblée a adopté. 

Lés amendements déposés par Mme De- 
launay .et par MM. Boulet et Perrin sur 
le ceapeire i** se’ trouvent naturellement 
reserves avec ce chapitre. . 

Comme conséquence du vote que |’As- 
} Semblée vient d’émettre, il y a lieu de 

réserver. également le chapitre 2, qui con- 
ecerne les indemnités du ministre et du 
personnel de |’administration centrale. 

IL n’y a pas ge eer Teva 

Le chapitre 2 est réservé. 

.. Nous passons au chapitre 8, qui avait 
été réservé. 

« Chap. 8. — Tribunaux cantonaux du 
‘-ressort de la-cour d’appel de Colmar. — 
REPRE. i oes a veceke 3.635.000 fr. » 

M. Louis Noguéres a déposé un amende- 
ment tendant a réduire le crédit de ce 
chapitre de 1.000 fr. et & le ramener en 
conséquence a 3.634.000 fr. 
| La parole et & M. Noguéres. 


M. Louis Noguéres. Mesdames, messieurs, 
je suis a la tribune au nom de votre com- 
mission de l’Alsace et de la Lorraine. Qu’un 
Francais qui vient des marches de Cata- 
j logne apperte son concours fraternel aux 
Fran¢ais des marches de |’Est, vous y ver- 
, rez, je pense, et sans surprise, un té- 

moignage de l’unité francaise. 

Or, c'est précisément cette unité que 
j'ai mandat de défendre devant ]’Assemblée 
et devant le pays. 

La commisgion de l’Alsace et de la Lor- 
raine s'est éfnue, toute ]’Alsace s’est émue, 
d’ua- article publié par fe journal France 
soir, le 11 février dernier. 

Cet article, en voici le titre, dont les 

-caractéres mémes — c’est le moins qu’on 
puisse dire — marquent le désir d’attirer 
attention: «. Rossé n’a jamais trahi |’Al- 
sace ni la France ». 

Or, messieurs, parler au nom de.]’Alsace 
et parler au nom de la France impose, et 
vous le comprenez bien, a la fois.de la mo- 

deration, et, autant qu’il est possjble,. de 
la hauteur de vue. - . 

Lorsque l’opinion alsacienne et l’opinion 
francaise se sont trouvées en présence de 
ce titre, qui, encore une fois, veut wrapper 
le lecteur, il s’est produit un sursaut, et 
vous comprendrez tout 4 l’heure pourquoi, 
Mais auparavant, je tiens a ¢e qu’il soit 
bien entendu que ee eae ne mets 

as en cause, ici, la liberté d expression de 
‘homme qui a donné l’igterview, et qui 

a nom M. le sénateur Brogly. 

M. le sénatour Brogly a tenu 4a dire: 
-« Rossé n’a jamais trahi. l’Alsace, ni la 
France », et il a ajouté qu’il Jui conservait, 
uant 4 lui, son amitié. La liberté veut sue 


| 


in 


journaliste, 
ponsabilité de- 
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et ramené par eux, en —— 
_ phateur, a eg Un eat 

de ee et pho hies le 

Rossé a accepté d’étre fonctionnaire alle- 
mand; il avait un poste ement rému- 
méré, celui de directeur de la liquidation 
des assurances sociales. Il a été de ceux 

se sont {félicités de ce que 
nts d’Alsace et de Lorraine 
pouveau annexés 4 l’Allemagne. 

Tel est. Rossé. Vous comprenez mainte- 
nant quelle émotion s’est emparée des 
sg a et des Francais, lorsqu’ils ont 

dans France-Soir, cette affirmation : 
« Rossé n’a jamais trahi l’Alsace, ni la 
France. » | . 

Ii fallait que cette protestation fat por- 

tée a la tribune. Mais nous le faisons avec 

et, car, au-dessous du titre de France- 

Soir, on lit ces mots: « Défense de la 
6». . 

Croyez-vous vraiment que ceux de nos 
eamaragies qui ont travaillé 4 Ja défense 
de la France ne soient pas ulcérés? Ils 
doivent penser qu'il n’est pas question ici 
de défense de la France, mais seulement 
de sauvegarde d’intéréts particuliers, les 
intéréts matériels du journal. 

Si je suis intervenu dans ce débat, a l’oc- 
easion de la discussion d’un chapitre qui 
intéresse l’Alsace et la Lorraine, c’est uni- 

ement pour donner au Gouvernement 

occasion de faire une déclaration solen- 
nelle, rassurante pour les Alsaciens et les 
piney “pot et pour qu’il soit bien entendu 
que Rossé, ou qu’il se cache, sera recher- 

é, arrété, puis traduit devant la justice 
francaise, pour en recevoir le chatiment 
qu’il mérite. (Trés bien! trés bien!) 

Il est indispensable que cela soit dit, et, 
gi vous aviez quelque scrifpule, je me per- 
mettrais, alors, de vous faire observer que 
Varticle dont il s’agit comporte lui-méme 
ja justification de notre intervention. 

effet, voici tout d’abord, puisées dans 
cet article, les déclarations de M. le séna- 
teur Brogiy : « Menacé d’étre expulsé, en 
1940, par les Allemands, j’ai di 4 Rossé de 
rester en Alsace ». 

C’est done que Rossé avait auprés du 
gouvernement allemand, et auprés du gau- 
eiter Wagner, .une influence telle qu’il 
pouvait obtenir une décision de cet ordre. 

Plus loin, M. Brogly explique que, le 
- ones ae 3 fut — meat ~~ — 

*otages, et qu’il s’es occ de trou- 
ver un refuge loin an Colmar. Pour se 
mettre a l’abri, il a employé le procédé 
suivant: « Je suis passé ostensiblement, 
dit-il, au domicile de Rossé... ». Passer os- 
tensiblement au domicile de Ressé, c’était, 


aux yeux de l’autorité allemande, la meil- | 


 Jeure couverture. ., 
AHant plus loin encore, voici ce que je 


« Quant & Rossé il est resté un vrai Alsa- 
cien. Ila profité de la sollicitude intéressée 


vrai . 
vrai 
citude — 
n’ 


pe malls réaction ne 


ri it. até fait dai tow 4 ne a 
fase, a été délivré les Allemands. wey ae mee a thom | ag eb nip 
wactc f . Nations Ce qu'il a déja commencé 


discussion du bu 


pa ; : 
: cien ? Je dis : non! Car un} 
jen n’a pas a profiter de la solli- 
atéressée des Allemands.. Rossé_ 
est, ni un vrai Alsacien, ni un bon Fran- 


es. 


se manifeste, 


ny be am les AHemands ont. compris que 
les événements ne prenaient pas la tour- 
nure désirée, et oh eles s- des dépar- 
tements du Haut- et du Bas-Rhin ne 
serait peut-étre pas définitive, ils ont em- 
prove ossé &2 une besogne qu’il connait 

ien, Dés lors,-on l’a vu 4 Vichy, et aussi 
dans les départements de repli des Alsa- 
ciens. A quelles fins ? fi a repris sa propa- 
gande autonomiste. Ce faisant, il conti- 
nuait 4 servir Hitler. 

C’est pourquoi, je le répéte, il fant qu’on 
sache hien que le Gouvernement est décidé 
4 mettre fin 4 la manceuvre, au moment 
méme ou elle commence et ou nous pou- 
vons la saisir. Ii faut que le Gouverne- 
ment, par une déclaration formelle, ras- 
sure les esprits, et que, surtout, il brise 


effort de ceux qui, derriére Rossé, ou a’ 


cété de lui, voudraient recommencer ce 
que nous avons connu, hélas! avant la 
guerre, & savoir la manceuvre d’un auto- 


‘nomisme d’inspiration allemande. Il con- 


vient absolument d’empécher que recom- 
mence cette opération. C’est la raison de 
notre amendement. 

Je pense que vous vowdgez demander 
avec nous, et dans un élan™unanime, que 
on en termine avec une opération du 
genre de celle que nous dénoncons. Une 
éclaration solennelle doit étre faite au 
nom du Gouvernement, L’Alsace le désire, 
la France la veut, les patriotes l’exigent. 
(Applaudissements.) 

M. le président. La 
garde des sceaux. 

M, le garde des sceaux. Je suis en me- 
sure de rassurer pleinement |l’Assemblée: 
M.. Rossé est détenu a Colmar. (Applaudis- 
sements.) 

La justice suivra son cours, tant en ce 
: 90 eoncerne le procés de 1939, commence 
evant le tribunal militaire de Nancy, 
qu’en ce qui a trait aux agissements de 
M. Rossé, depuis 1940. (Nouveaux applau- 
dissements.) : 

Je pense que ces précisions sont de na- 
ture a donner satsfaction 4 M. Noguéres, 
qui voudra bien, en conséquence, retirer 
son amendement. 

M. Louis Noguéres. Etant donné les dé- 
clarations de M. le garde des sceaux, je 
retire, en effet, mon amendement. 

M. le président. L’amendement de M. No- 
guéres est retiré. | 

Personne ne demande plus Ja parole ?... 

Je mets aux voix le chapitre 8, au chiffre 
de 3.635.000 fr. ; feet 

(Le chapitre 8, mis aux voix, est adopté.) 


Ravitaillement. 
M. le président. Nous allons aborder la 
t du ravitaillement. 
(Protestations sur dwvers bancs.) prune 
La séance de demain. sera sans doute 


parole est a M. le 


soviéliques, 
anniversaire de 


: 


faire connaitre 


men d’un budget 4 temps ; 
ner 4 la séance du lendemain. fires et ep- 


Onc passer & examen du 
budget du ravitaillement. 

Avant d’ouvrir Ia -discussien, je dois 
que j’ai recu un arrété dé- 
signant, en qualité.de ecomamissaires du 
Gouvernement, pour assister M. le ministre 
du ravitaillement: 

_M. Miné, secrétaire général, 

M. Heilb er, directeur de Padminis- 
tration, de la réglementation et du con- 
tentieux. 

Acte est donné de- cette communication. 


‘Dans la discussion générale, la parele est 
& M. Tessier, rapporteur. 


M. Gasten Tessier, orteur. Mesda- 
mes, messieurs, le} sujet dont neus abors 
dons l’examen n’est pas populaire et le de 
viendrait malaisément. L’opinion francaise, 
en effet, aura toujours peine & admettre 
que notre pays continue de supporter des 
mesures de rationnement analogues a cel 
les qui lui avaient été imposées par |’en- 
nemi. Puisqu’il y a cependant une néces- 
sité inéluetable, au moins pour une assez 
longue période, tout Veffort du_ravitajile- 
ment doit tendre a une répartition aussi 
exacte que possible des ressourees et des 
charges entre tous les citoyens, entre tou 
tes les familles. 

Pendant l’oceupation, une sorte de devoir 
palriotique imposait de saboter le dispo« 
sitif de rationnement établi par les auto- 
rités allemandes. Un magnifique élan dé 
solidarité, qui se traduisait notamment par 
Venvoi d’innombrables colis familiaux, per 
mettait aux campagnes d’atténuer les pris 
vations subies par Yes citadins. 

Aux jours heureux de la libératien, on 
put croire, en tag. @endroits, que 
c’en était fini de l’ére des restrictions et 
que le départ des envahisseurs allait per- 
mettre de revenir immédiatement a un cer- 
tain équilibre entre la productien et la 
consommation. Hélas! cet optimisme était 
prématuré. rte 
{—nutile de rappeler les causes nom- 


breuses qui ont restreint les possibilités 


de notre agriculture, Indiquons-seulement 
qu'une partie notable des terres ne pour- 
ront étre exploitées pendant. longtemps 
pene qu’elles restent parsemées de mines 

nt la recherche et l’enlévement exige- 
ront de pénibles travaux. D’autre part, l’in- 
suffisance des tonnages disponibles pour 
les besoins civils n’a permis ni a notre 
Empire, ni aux Alliés de nous envoyer 
aide espérée._ - 

De méme, la priorité indiscutable des 
basnie. pean ge estoniak oy oe seh 
men capacité des transperts ferroviai- 
yes. Pour suffire au ravitaiHemnt quotidien 


gons 
du mois de 
si les. deux fs 


Telles _ les conditions 
os an bia 
eS ; 


A 
sg es 


‘ . } 


_.....pire essentiellement des 


S J 


ours de’ 3 ate des hommes dont j’avais. 
; ”' 


appréc époque de la Résistance, le 
pati prams; la compétence et Je dévoue- 
ye ee i ee nek ie Saas | ; 
La commission a demandé et obtenu une 
réduction de crédit d’un million sur le 
‘chapitre’ #” et une autre de 850.000 fr. 
Sur le chapitre 6. 


Dans ensemble, les dépenses ‘prévues. 


6e Fappee es aux postes suivants ; 

I, — enses de personnel. 
 .. @) Personnel de l’administration centrale. 
‘Traitements, res, indemnités. bag 

Les crédits demandés 4 ce titre: corres- 
pondent 4 ja rémunération du personnel 
nécessaire au fonctionnement de l’adminis- 
‘tration centrale dont l’organisation s’ins- 
incipes . 6ui- 
Vants: concentrer les directions et confier 
“a des services. distincts 1a responsabilité 
<’une demrée, d’un groupe de denrées ou 
.d’un groupe de questions, articuler i’ad- 
ministration de maniére A préparer d’une 
‘part la disparition progressive des services 
-qui ne.surviyront pas. au rationnement et 
.d’autre part le rattachement-des services 
.d’intérét permanent au ministére dont ils 
-reléveront directement dams l’avenir. Ce 
.personne], comprend 756 agents apparte- 
‘nant au cadre du ministére du ravitaille- 
ment et 548 avwiliaires. Les crédits -prevus 
-§’appliquent aux traitements, salaires. et 
indemnités, ¢c’éest-a-dire: indemnités de reé- 
-sidence, suppkément familial, etc... 

_ b) Personnel. de inspection générale du 
ravNaillement.: Traitements et indemnités. 
_» Cette inspection générale, qui a la charge 
de toutes les. investigations, enquétes et 
_vérifications 4 .effectuer en.vue de rensei- 
ner je ministre sur l’organisation et le 
fonctionnement des services extérieurs, 
comporte douze inspecteurs généraux et 
douze inspecteurs généraux adjoints. Les 
crédits prévus s’appliquent aux traite- 
ments et indemnités de ce personnel. 

. €) Personnel des services extérieurs 
du ‘tavitaillement. Traitements, salaires, 
indemnités. 

Le personnel des services extérieurs du 
ravitadlement est réparti d’une part .entre 
18 lirections régionales, d’autre part entre 
90 directions départementales en y compre- 


-nant la Corse et les départements recou- 


vrés de )’Alsace et de la Lorraine et un 
certain. nombre de directions de. transit 
-actuellement existantes dans les ports de 
-Bordeaux, de Cherbourg, de Marseille, de 
“Séte et, prochairiement, de Dunkerque et 
de Nantes. 


On trouve, dans les départements, du. 


ersonne} 


e cadre et du personnel auxi- 
iaire. 


|.de cadre comprend : un 


ecteur-adjoint, 6 Aa 8 chefs 


solincipanx., 
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eateuss rendue nécessaire par application 


| des différentes lois ranforcant le pouvoir 


des directeurs départementaux en matiére 
de collecte, en particulier: actes du gou- 
vernement. de fait du 24 mars 1944 sur le 
C.N.EV,y, du 29 février 1944 sur la produc- 
tion laitiére, du 29 mars 1944 sur les oléa- 


-gineux, Joi-du-5 novembre 1943 relative: 
aux amendes-en.matiére de divraisons et- 


de colleete. des produits agricoles: néces- 
-Salres. au ravitaillement et loi du .29- avril 
.1944 définissant les pouvoirs 
-contréle en cette -matiére. Yes 

Ii est signalé, en particulier, que le rdle 
des agents’ de controle est exlrémement 
Important, car ils ont 4 représenter: sur 
place le directeur départemental du ravi- 
taillement generat, & surveiller Ies opéra- 
tions de collecte, 4 surveiller les enquétes 
motivées par les défaillances de liyraisons, 
a pw py ag administration. sur l'état 
d’esprit des campagnes et sur la_partici- 


sation de chaque nature de denrées. 
Iis doivent aussi assurer le contréle des 


tions de transport, vérifier les approvision- 
nements de farine chez les boulangers,- etc. 
Les augmentations d’effectifs proposées 
paraissent d Pompe li 

Le persone? des directions départemen- 
fales comprend également les agents auxi- 
liaires des services de répartition. 

Ces services, qui°ont été rattachés aux 
directions départementales, ont recu des 
attributions autrefois dévolues aux comi- 
fés consultatifs de répartition 
geaient auprés des vréfets. . 

d) Comités centraux de ravitaillement. 
Traitements. 

- En vertu @une ordonnance du 3 aott 
1944, les comités centraux sont placés sous 
Vautorité directe des services de ]’admi- 
nistration centrale. C’est le directeur tech- 
nique compétent de cette administration 
qui organise la collecte et la. répartition 


‘diaire des comités centraux. Chaque co- 
mité central est placé sous les ordres 
d’un directeur nommé par un décret et 
chargé de l’exécution des instructions don- 
nées par l’administration centrale. 

Au point de vue financier, les comités 
centraux continuent a recevoir, en fonc- 
tion de leur budget approuvé, les ressour- 
ces nécessaires 4 leur fonctionnement, 
sous forme de sulbvention allouée sur le 


budget du ravitaillement. L’économie fi-- 


-Manciére de ces organismes reste sous 


tratif et financier des groupements. - 
II, — Dépenses de matériel: — 
Les crédits.inscrits 4 cette 


tion sensible ‘sur les crédits accordés en 
1944, augmentation résultant not nt 
Set en du nombre des direc- 
“tions — 3 | . 


. 
* 


‘| tamment p: 
jet de la 


pies ae truit | . ke 
tallation ‘des directions 
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des agents de 


ae qu’on peut en attendre pour Ja réa- 


foires et marchés, délivrer les autorisa- 


qui. sié-. 


et en assure l’exécution par l’intermé- - 


l’autorité du service du contréle adminis- 


$ 4 partie cor- 
respondent aux frais de fonctionnement. 
de Vadministration centrale et des servi-. 
-ces extérieurs. On constate une augmenta- 


“hance du 8 
‘établi l’ensemble de la réorganisation en 
cours. ; ) 

. “Gest par une coopération confiante en- 


Jecte et dé répartition aussi ¢ 


masses 


. société de secours ‘mittuels, ar- 
bre de Noél pour les enfants des: agents 
du ministére;; .- DY Aa 

c) Les subventions allauées ‘pour 7’ins- 
tallation et le fonctionnement' des restau- 
rants sociaux, l’Etat prenant a sa charge 
la différence entre le prix réel des repas 
servis et le prix fixé pour chaque consomi- 
mateur, compte tenu de sa situation - de 
famille et de ses gains mensueéls. Des res- 


taurants fonctionnent 4 Paris; 4 Montpel- 


lier, & Reims, & Rouen ‘et 4 Dijon. 
IV, — Subventions: 
Ii s’agit des subventions: aux départe- 


ments et aux communes pour l’application 


des mesures de restriction. La distribution 


‘des cartes de rationnement entraine des 


dépenses supplémentaires dans les dépar- 
tements. Ces dépenses sont couvertes ‘par 
des subventions dont les taux viennent 
d’étre fixés ainsi qu’il suit, par un arrété 
du 6 janvier 1945. 
Par carte délivrée: : 
Communes de 2.000 habifants: 4 fr 
Communes de 2.001 4 10.000 habitants: 


6 fr. . f 
10.001 4 50.000 habitants: 


conamenes de 
9 fr. | ) 

Communes de 50.00i1-a 100.000 habi- 
tants: 44 fr. 

Mh spuasesey de plus de 100.000 habitants¢ 
P,* 

Lyon et Marseille: 25 fr. | 

Communes suburbaines de la~. Seine: 
30 fr. : 7 

Paris: 45 fr ; 

Départements: O fr. 60; 

5° Dépenses diverses. 

Cette parlie comporte les crédits néces- 
Saires aux réparations civiles et frais de 
justice résultant notamment des acci- 
dents du travail, a la confection et a la 
mise en place des titres de rationnement 
et enfin aux seeours accordés aux divers 
personnels: de l’administration du ravitail- 
ement, ; 

En ce qui concerne les subventions aux 
départements et. aux communes, il con- 


‘vient de signaler qu’une lettre rectifica- 


tive, qui nous est parvenue: un peu tard, 
comporte une demande d’augmentation 
de crédits assez considérable pour tenir 
compte des relévements de base modifiés 


-par i’arrété du 6 janvier 1945. 


Mesdames, messieurs, en acceptant, 
lors de la discussion’ du collectif, le prin- 


| cipe des crédits demandés pour le ravitail- 


uré a |’ordon- 
, J’ Assemblée a 


‘ils ont | 


lement, tels 
cembre 1 


tre les pouvoirs publics, lés producteurs 
et les qnpanitinats que doit s’établir, 4 
travers des difficultés qu’il ne’ convient 
as de sous-estimer, un régime de col- 
Us ee que 
possible ayant pour principal’ objet, par 
conséquent, d’atténuer la détresse des 
‘Jaborieuses. (Applaudissements.) 
M. le président. 1’Assemblée voudra sans 


qn | Joule renvoyer la-suite de-la discussion & 
| domain. (Assentiment.) 
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rincipaux, de chefs de district et de vérl. sinistrés, Ia Manche notamment, subven- 
10nSs ' 


_— — —* 


hoa Oe 


“Suite “de Ja discussion du budget 
Ravit a 


Servigus ae fe te ublique ; 
san 
ger eng - “ 
fin vi a Pukssrvation 2.20 
L’ jour est ainsi fixé. 


DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 
Hamen 


M. le président. Jai recu de M. 
une pro on de résolution tendant 4 
inviter Gouvernement a prendre une 
ordonnance ayant pour objet de tenir 
compte’aux instituteurs Secrétaires de mai- 
rie, pour le calcul de leur pension de re- 
traite, du traitement recu par eux comme 
pry oe 

ro résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n® 330, distribuée, et renvoyée 
4 la commission des finances. 

J'ai recu de M. Hamon une proposition de 
résolution tendant 4 inviter le, Gouverne- 
ment 4 prendre une ordonnance ayant pour 
objet de modifier les régles applicables au 
cumul des traitements d’instituteurs et de 
secrétaires de mairie. 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 331, distribuée, et renvoyée 
& la commission des finances. 

J'ai recu de M. Hamon une proposition 
de réaciation tendant a inviter le Gouver- 
nement @ prendre une ordonnance ayant 
pour objet d’instituer des commissions dé- 
partementales paritaires, pour examiner les 
revendications du personnel communal. 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n° 332, distribuée, et renvoyée 
& la commission de J’intérieur et de la 
santé publique. 

J’ai reeu de M. Hamon une proposition 
de résolution tendant 4 inviter le Gou- 
vernement & prendre une po anata 
ayant pour objet d’instituer une commis- 
sion paritaire centrale chargée d’exami- 
ner a revendications du personnel com- 
muna 

La proposition de résolution sera impri- 
mée sous le n® 333,*distribuée, et ren- 
voyée A la commission de Pintérieur et 


de ja santé publique. 
— 7 — 


: 


M. le président. J'ai ody mga 


fait. au hom a. 
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i" septembre 1999) : 


au comple rendu in extenso de ls stance | 
du © féurier 1985. 


} Page 4, 1* colonne = 


Rétablir comme snit le 8 alinéa 
« De M. Paul ¥ le 


erneyras, sur 
Te ‘bud et annexe de la radiod on fran- 


sei n® 276) ». 


Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la séance 
du 8 février 1945. 
Tl 


Page 53, 3° ecolonne : 


~ 


+ Rétablir comme suit le 3° alinéa > 


« J’ai recu de M. Pierre Fayet et plu- 
sieurs de ses collégues... ». 


(Le reste sans changement.) 


Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la séance 
du 13 février 1945. 


Page 58, i™ colonne : 

DEPOT DE PROPOSITIONS DE RESOLUTION 
(Rappel.) - 

Rétablir comme suit le 4° alméa: 


« De M. Pierre Fayet et plusieurs de ses 
collégues... », 


(Le reste sans changement.) 


— 


° Erratum 


au compte rendu in extenso de la iter 
du 20 février 1945. 


Page 124, 3° colonne, 37° ligne : 


Au lieu de: « M. André Marquis. Voila 
des actes! », 
Lire: « M@. André Marty. Voila des 


actes! » 


——— 


— . ll / 


Listes de jurés de la Haute Cour de justice 
(deuxiéme rectification.) 
(Application de Varticle 3 de lordonnance 

du 18 novembre 1944.) 
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‘Navier, 
M. Perney, Mme Germaine Pi- 
card-Moch, MM. Poireault, le docteur 
Por’cher, Poupen, Robert Pri gent, 
Jean Prontéau, Rem n, Robert-Pimienta, 
Roger, Lucien Ronherd Henri Seignon, 
Pierre Stibbe, Gabriel Thierry, Valeriot, 
| Venaire, René Vivier. 


Nominations de rapporteurs. 


INTERIEUR ET SANTE PUBLIQUE 


M..Marrane a été nommé rapporteur d 
la demande d’avis sur le régime électora 
provisoirement applicable au conseil mu: 
mcipal de Paris et au eonseil général “ 
la Seine (n° 342). 


: REGLEMENT | 


| &. Pierre Parent a été nommé rapporteur 
de la proposition de résolution de MM. 
 Monnerville, Emmanuel d’Astier de la Vi; 
erie et Vincent Auriol tendant 4 la créa; 
tion d’une commission de coordination dee 
affaires musulmanes (n® 224). | 


| +e 


: | 
QUESTIONS ECRITES 


RBEMISES AU SECRETARIAT GENERAL 
LE 22 FEVRIER 1945 


Hication des articles 42 et 43. du réglemer 
-concus: 
« Art. 42. — Tout membre de I’Assembléc 
t poser au Gouvernement, par écrit et pe 
intermédiaire du président PAssembiée 
we question sur un sujet d'ordre particuli 
@ laquelle il sera répondu per écrit, sauf 
Vauteur de:la quéstion demande une réponse 
erale et si le Gouvernement L’accepte. 
_« Un délai minimum de trois jours d 
s*écouler entre la question et la réponse 
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will be tried in absentia. 
such a trial-is described, 
that General Dentzg 

on 17th April. 


= : No. 150 
(Z 3791/255/17) ana repost that ssendatene 
have been opened against Marshal Pétain 


will probably be tried 
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My telegram No. 150 Saving. TZ 


Press of 28th March contains a statement issued by 
Agence Frangaise de Presse, to the effect that proceedin 
have now been opened against the "Chef de “L'Etat Fra 
Aocording to this statement, the Bo pag cot is to be 


primarily on written evidence, notably documents ais 
at the Hotel du Pare at Vichy "and in the Marshal's trunk. 
Pétain will, probably be ch ~ Se with endangering both the 
external and internal security of the State. 


2. Until the case is referred to the High Court of 
Justice, witnesses for the prosecution, including important 
civil servants, diplomats and politicians, will be heard by 
the Examinin Co ssion. Since, however, the Marshal is 


to be tried in Se no wi thesses either for the pro- 
secution or the de ence will be heard during the ho 


itself. The A.F.P. statement suggests that the charge 
will be read at the trial and that the Public Prosecutor, 
M. Mornet, my state the case for the prosecution, The 
High Court will then give their verdict. 3 


3, On the question whether, if Pétain later falls 
into the hands of French justice, a new trial will have to 
be . the A.F.P. siete that in principle, a condemnation 

can only be disputed if’ 4 it is possible for the 


Bt prove that his absence was due to Pee 
If pétain's presence at Sigmaringen were considere 
due to Force meieure, the verdict of the High Court would be 
quashed, and @ new would have to take place in the 
presence of the accused. 


Le The press also announces that the case of Gene ral 
Dentz will pre 
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My letter of March 8th about the alleged Pétain-Churchill 
Agreement, 


I enclose herein an extract from"L'Ordre" of March 29th 
giving further publicity to the Agreement in question, 
although it is emphasised that its authenticity has been 
denied by the Foreign Office. It is more than likely that 
use may be made of the alleged Agreement, when Pétain is 
tried ‘in absentia', about which we are reporting separately. 
In any case it is clear from your telegram No, 289 Saving 
that you are ready for all eventualities, 


ee 


0O.C. Harvey, Esq., C.B., C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 


1 Pétain 


ig : + 


HH a ii a, 


“> 
~~" 
\ a aan 4 t eer 


4 


te ‘oe 
es ed figst 
7s ow ra 7S. » 7 > ¢ = ~ . 
3 x 
i > > 
« ’ i . 
=f 3, sla ray o 4 ‘4 J es) — 
a 7 : — ss « 
ae Bile ed Pe . . 


2 


critique & Végara de la per- 


le maréchal Pétain. 


DE LA FRANCE CONCERNANT LES COLONIES ET LES 


* 
ae 


oe : 
r i : iy: 
> . a ee eee «Le ee ER ye 
v . 1d . ’ 3 . = . b . rd cE [A 
é a : 


o. Re rtp ~ Mertgg, - 


du maré 


7 - 
ar .5 oe te 39 
. = p tle. Se A “ 
Seve * steady dene 


Fy 
saa 
: 
£ 
3 
} 


contre les colonies francaises sera repoussée 


q.: 
défense 
ee SU 
md 


Sgt A Ao A Rag an lg, a lint pel 


éviter la 
chet de PEtat 


proces 
te Gourernement anc 


i i ja 


a Ie 


Avant le 


pe a Poe ae 


E = 


FRANCE © . 


Registry 
Number }* 4399/255/17 
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Z: France. - 


enewed United States press interest in alleged Britis! 
ae : 3 
= Reuter’s reported messages from the United 
States on 28th March indicating that the Hearst 
press was still showing interest in the story of the 
alleged pact with Pétain. Attasbhes Reuter report 
compiled after information was obtained from the 
News Department who suggest that an official 
statement ought to be made. The desirability of 
this is discussed, but in any case it would be 


necessary to wait until 10th April if the Parliamentary 
Question were contemplated... 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


Minutes. 
| Oe 
Reuters on Good Friday carried messages from 
the United States indicating that the Hearst 
press was again showing interest in. the story 
of the alleged pact with Pétain. Reuters' 
diplomatic correspondent approached the News 
Department, who explained the position to him 
on the lines of the information which I had given 
them when the question came up before. The 
result is the attached message put out by 
Reuters in London. |_The News Department have 
suggested that this renewed interest in the 
story makes it desirable after all for us to 
make some official’ statement. The position is 
that the Department had prepared a draft 
Parliamentary Question and Answer, but that 
Since public interest in the matter seemed to 
have died down the Secretary of State preferred 
to let sleeping dogs lie. I -doubt if we need 
ask the Secretary of State to reconsider his 
decision yet. I have seen nothing more in 
the British press and it will be for Lord 
Halifax to raise the matter if he considers 
that renewed publicity in the United States 
press makes a statement desirable. In any case, 
we should have to wait until Parliament 
reassembles on April 10th for it would be 
scarcely appropriate to make a statement on the 
lines indicated except in Parliament. 
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Reuters on Good Friday carried oxic 
the United States indicating that the Hearst 
press was again showing interest in the story 

of the alleged pact with Pétain. Reuters' 
diplomatic correspondent approached the News 
Department, who explained the position to him 

on the lines of the information which I had given 
them when the question came up before. The 
result is the attached message put out by 

Reuters in London. |_The News Department have 
suggested that this renewed interest in the 

story makes it desirable after all for us to 

make some official’ statement. The position is 
that the Department had prepared a draft 
Parliamentary Question and Answer, but that 

since public interest in the matter seemed to 
have died down the Secretary of State preferred 
to let sleeping dogs lie. I -doubt if we need 
ask the Secretary of State to reconsider his 
decision yet. I have seen nothing more in 

the British press and it will be for Lord 

Halifax to raise the matter if he considers 

that renewed publicity in the United States 

press makes a statement desirable. In any case, 
we should have to wait until Parliament : 
reassembles on April 10th for it would be 
scarcely appropriate to make a statement on the 
lines indicated except in Parliament. 
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NO AGREEMENT WITH PETAIN -OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL BRITISH QUARTRS TONIGHT DENIED A SUGGESTION MADE IN A 
HEARST NEWSPAPER IN T US TT T BRITISH GOVT ENTERED INTO A 
PACT WI MARSHAL PETAIN IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 1940, WRITES 
r2£UTERS DIPLOMATIC CORRES. 

ACCORDG TO T REPORT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO AGREEMENTS 
ALLEGED TO HV BN CONCLUDED AT TT TIME MAY BE PRODUCED . AS EVIDENCE 
IN IN T FORTHCOMG TRIAL IN PARIS O PIERRE ETIENNE FLANDIN, 
WHO TOOOK OFFICE AS FOREIGN MINR UNDER PETAIN SHORTLY AFTER T 
DATE 0 T ALLEGED SIGNATURE O AN AGREEMENT. 

IT IS AUTTORITATIVELY AND CATEGORICALLY STATED IN OFFICIAL 
YUARTRS HERE TODAY TT FM GOVT AT NO TIME GAVE ANY PLEDGE OR 
AGREEMENT EITHER TO T VICHY GOVT OR TO MARSHAL PETAIN. 

IT IS POINTED OUT TT WHILE T COMPETENT BRITISH AUTHORITIES WR 
NATURALLY AT ALL TIMES INTERESTED TO DISCOVER T REAL INTENTNS O 
VIChY,AND TO WHAT EXTENT IF AT ALL PETAIN WS PREPARED TO 
MINIMISE T HINDRANCE TO T. BRITISH WAR’ EFFORT WH T CONTROL O 
FRANCE BY GERMANY REPRESENTED,NO STEPS TAKEN TO OBTAIN SUCH 
INFORMATN INVOLVED TAKING ANY COMMITMENT TOWDS VICHY OR SINGING 
ANY AGREEMENT Wi HER REPRESENTATIVES.REUTER END —- 2007 
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, : France. 


Lieutenant Febvre's re equest for assistance _in 1 securing 


‘4 


his release from imprisonment in France, — 


Encloses letter in original from Lietuenant 

Febvre who has been arrested in France and who asks 
for help in securing his release. 
Gives details of this officer, who is believed 
to have been a German agent. 
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Received 
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Z: France. 


Proposal to send Marghal -Pétain to Switzerland. 


Among other matters with which the Western 
Department will now deal, mentions a conversation with 
Walter Stucki, during which he stated that both 

Marshal Pétain and General de Gaulle had suggested that ~ 
the Swiss Government should arrange if possible for 

the former to be brought to Switzerland. He replied that 
the matter was too delicate to be dealt with in a semi- 
official way. He mentioned also his impression that 
Laval would try to reach Moscow. 
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The last paragraph certainly seems rather hard to — 
believe, but the second paragraph mist surely be true 
or elge M. Stucki would hardly have @oken so 
definitely to Mr. Norton. It would rather look from 
this as if the French Government were anxious se 
escape from the possibility of having to put Petain 


on trial, if and when he is diseovered by the foree 
in Germany. It will be interesting to see whether 
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| view of M. Stucki’s attitude, the French Government 
bide to pursue the matter afficially or whether they 

. let it drop. If the Prench do press the matter 

at may put the Gwiss Government in rather an awkward 


be gh they may feel that if they let Pétain 


in they will expose themeelves to similar demands on 
behalf of people like Mussolini. 


ril 16th 1945 
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AGT A BRITISH LEGATION, 


ies BERNE, 


ZL 
(1) 
wer 


Ath April, 1945. 


I am delighted to see from the March List that you 
have taken over the’ new Western Department which covers 
so many of the countries with which we here in 
Switzerland are in fairly close touch. It will enable 
me-occasionally to drop you a line on minor matters 
which you will at your discretion think worth telling 
Oliver Harvey about. 


For instance, Walter Stucki, whose special position 
at Vichy during the Pétain régime is well known , told me 
yesterday that he had received both from Pétain and from 
de Gaulle, a suggestion that the Swiss Government might 
well try to arrange for the Marshal to be brought to 
Switzerland. Stucki has replied that while he did not 
consider Pétain to be a war criminal, the matter was too 
delicate to be dealt with in a semi-official way and he 
would do nothing unless he was officially approached. 


Further, he had some reason to think that Laval 
might make an effort to get to Moscow. This sounds 
Quite dotty, but Stucki asserts that during a visit 
to Moscow some years ago Laval had got the impression 
that Stalin had appreciated his peculiar qualities. 


a Ve. 


: FP.R. Hoyer Millar, Bsq., G.M.G., C'.VisOe 
: Foreign Office. 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


ZC k)4o/ 255 I (9 


Arrest of members of the Parti Populaire Francais 
Registry ) The French Press Agency reported on 4th April 
Number \% 4764/255/17 the arrest of 17 members of the Parti Populaire 
Francais, by the S@wete Nationale, for subversive 
activities. On 10th April reference was made to 
8s further arrests, including Ministry officials. The 
No. 192 (Saving) Air Ministry denied that those arrested belonged 
loth April:1945 to the Ministry and it was found that they carried 
Dated 14th April:1945 false documents. Adds that the Left and Resistance 


Press have exaggerated the importance of the 
affairs. 
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A statement issued on A +. 4th by y the nale had 
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recent eer 17 oo oe he Parti Po 
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entitied inode, “ho reeet d Mig oN Socialist e", rrhe leader 
was Jean Aned rey — Command ef the 
clandestine ee F France after the 
death of Dor of “ts Germany He is ameng these arrested. 


Their aim was iin we rb yPFe organisaties througheut 


the count zh-F y i ormer P.P.F, elements im Marseilles 
and in Paris, ree eval i would be to pass information 

to the eneny disorder and to orgarmise the 
assassinative of cortain Freneh public figures. 


2. Om April 10th the press hi shed va ¢ 
references to ther aga nol seals ef 
an we-genee Ministry, 
eharged with incitement to degertion, ged he re @ referenges 


the French oh At Ministry 
stating ¢ Sha eee enlpest Ay yg Ay of fefals of the 
a. the 
identity offieers in they Pe Air Feree, 
The press ef wh, llth ammounees t ogi ef a man 
ir F me ee ie 2 oveteeees -_ 


ur, r ril 14th, 1945. 
Ne, 198 saving De By bag DM, wr 15th, 1945, 
April 14th, 1945, : 
Repeated te Lyons 
_ | m4 arseilles, 
Nice, 
Bordeaux as Circular No, 2. 
bb db 


A ee aseness e.g on ge Apeat 4th eth by the the Jee 


Press recently are 
ested 1 act mbers of he P iP po Any 
Frapgais in? th he *paahan ae et ‘St a a wand that 
at an 
they were in peoeee ¢ a large sun sum 0 ~ aes 4 7 on 
an 


gaaesi ty of arms, They ere 
ormed after a rt te wiih Tt er P, P. i caders in a Paris 


ay aay : Mes ie a 


Was destine F Ran er command ef the 


Teettestion 


— s ex the F np France after the 
He Se He 1s, aneug hese arrested. 


death 
the : oe gi = mer P,P. P. Pee at is Marseilles 
and in Par ary ob ass information 

to the enemy, to sp der and. to vorganise the 

to the, sueay, of certain Freneh public figures. 


2. On Apa} 10th the 9 ee vague 


references to ther arres gials ef 


pees 
seers o These sommunigul 


cane 


sg ase a i iy Fores, 
Tith 


a | ue sbeve are the fast 


subversive organisation througheut 


4945 


———— 


a 
Nanbo }Z 4783/255/17 Monsieur Fernand Carles, Prefect of the Nord 
3 Department, has been arrested. His daughter called at 


FROM VWr.$.H-Gudgeon| the Consular Section of the British Embassy at Paris 
ritish Consulate, with various testimonials to Monsieur Carles' pro- 
ys0on, to ur .G.C. | British attitude, including a personal letter from 
; ‘ Mr. Gudgeon to Madame Carles. Monsieur Huber, the 
ites 093245 SHG/MS | Swiss Consul at Lille, also wrote to mr. Gudgeon on 14th 
117) February (copy attached) to enlist his sympathy. 
Recewved 51st Mar. Encloses two letters, dated 27th March, to Madame 


im Regisiry 46th Apr.1945 caries and Monsieur Huber, for transmission if agreed. 


Te France sey contain incontrovertible facts about Monsieur 

. Carles, and Mr. yaa etal would like to know Forei 
Office's decision in order that the lettersto him may 
‘in any case be acknowl edged. | 
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Monsieur Fernand Carles, the Préfet.of the Département 
du Nord, when I was at Lille, has been under arrest there 
as a cOllaborator since the 2nd September, 1944, 


2. His daughter called recently on the Consular Section 
of the Embassy in Paris armed with’a letter of introduction 
to them from Monsieur F. Huber, the Swiss Consul at Lille. 
She took with her a large number of testimonials from 
various people certifying to the assistance which her 
father had rendered British as well as French nationals 
during the period of occupation. Included among these 
mials was a personal letter to me from the wife of 
the The daughter said that she was anxious to 
enlist my sympathy. She was given an appropriate reply, 
and all this was communicated to me in a letter from the 
Consular Section in question dated the 24th February last 
(BCM/MLC. 25¢/58/1945).(K Pawn 30% hoo MAY Coe nd 
3e At about the same time I received a letter on the 
subject from the Swiss Consul,referred to above,who was 
see colleague while I was at Lille. I enclose a copy of his 
letter as he gives an account which is naturally less 
biased than any that would be furnished bBy Madame Carles, 
the wife of the Prefet. 


4. During my tenure of office at Lille the Préfet was 
most helpful in every way and we were on the closest terms, 
both officially and personally. I am therefore particularly 
anxious to assist him, but I fully realise the difficulties 
in the way. I have, of course, refrained from communicating 
direct either with the Carles family or even with the Swiss 
Consul at Lille. I have, however, thought the Foreign 
Office might consent to my trying to render assistance by 
accepting, for transmission to Madame Carles, through the 
Swiss Consul at Lille, a personal letter from me addressed 
to her containing a number of incontrovertible facts. The 
letter in question is covered by a covering letter to 
“a0 ae Monsieur Huber and I enclose both. of them in the hope that 
you will be good enough to do your utmost to agree to 
sending them on. © Will: you please in any case communicate 
your decision to me as I should not like a number of weeks 
to elapse without my even acknowledging the receipt.of | : ia 
either the letter from Madame Carles or the Swiss Consul, ia 
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Consulat-Général Britannique | 
Lisbonne,le 27 mare 1945. 


Chére Jade e Carles, 


J*étnis si 
7 vrévrier, mis j'ai 
falarissente, qui me 
“Monsieur Carles evait 
avec 1’ ennemi. 


Ge recevoir votre lettre du 
mavré a*y lire la nouvelle 

% encore incroyable, sue 
@mprisonné pour collaboration 


J@ me pappelle, non sans émotion, les rapperts 
econfiants et suivis que j’ai entretemus avec Monsicur le 
7 pendant les trois qai ont préeéaé la guerre 
actuelle. Pendant cette iede, 11 a constamment donné 
preuve de ses sentiments ang lea. Loreque le guerre 
a éolaté, nos reletions sont devenues encore plus intimes. 
J@ peux Aire, eans tion, que j’avais en lui une 

iance absolue. <A ses sentiments anglophiles il m‘a 

16 de plus en plus ge..timents nettenent germano- 
phobes, ce qui - facilité considérablesent m téone come 
Consul d' Angleterre vie=fevis certainss personnes dont 
leurs sentinente 4étalent douteux. 


le 20 Mai 1940, l*ennemi se trouvait déja dans 
ls région, et lorswe certains de ses collégues et 
certains Ges miens avaicnt aéja qi tté leure postes, je 
aude allé trouver ‘onsicur le | ,non stulesent pour 
lui decanfer son conseil, mis ®usei pour me mettre a’ 
accord avec lui cur lea mrenhe 4 suivree Je we rappelle 
bien ea réponse, [2 m's 4it avee tierté qu'il restercit 
& son poste pour envtre les intéréts du Dépertement. 
Rn m@me teomws 11 a 6té convema me moi je m déplacersais 
A une sutre ville dane ™ circonscription consuleire 
pour retourner 4 Lille plus terd. Ainsi Ps av med 
d*’une fagon identique mis notre sort a different, 
car dans mon eas les Allemnds ont décidé de m’enlever 
en Allermgne comme prisonnier, ce al sursit pu arriver 
& Monsieur Cerles,. 


Pour terminer, je voudreis évoqer le souvenir 
4*um eervice inoubliasble que votre famille a bien voulu 
remire A ma fowne et *# mon enfant einei qu'a certains 
nebree de mon personnel lorsque moi je me trouvais aé 
en Allemagne. Vous vous rappeles peut-@tre qa'ils étaient 
tous 44tems 4 la prison de Loos sous une scousation 


futile mis bien grave. Gréce 4 1'intervention que 
. et spon de Hons le des Allemands, 
les prisonniers ont iatement. S"Sneore 


plus, Vous eveg <— vous et Monsicur Carles - couru le ris- 
que de er une nuit 

petits soins, 
une meouvaise note 


les 
conbler 


mime, pour Monsicur es et pour votre 
wee de noe sentiments 4‘ emi 
Madeve Yernand ~ 


tié les plus siz 


(Sad.) Stanley Gudgeon 


« 4 Pat 
i rf 
>. . 


@ on. 
ga 
| CONSULAT DE SUISSE 


LILLE, | ? 
LILLE, le 14 Fevrier 1945 


Mon cher Ami, 


J'ai appris il y a quelques semaines, par Monsieur 
A.B. Hutcheon, Inspecteur General de Consulat, qui m‘'a rendu 
visite, que vous é6tes au Portugal, et je suis surtout heureux 
de vous savoir en bonne santé, I1 est regrettable que vous 
n'ayez pu revenir dans le Nord de la France, ou vous avez 
tant d'amis, Les Camarades du Rotary, sachant que je devais 
vous écrire, m'ont prié de les rappeler a votre bon souvenir 
et de vous transmettre leurs meuilleurs messages. 


Je suppose que vous 6tes au courant de ce que Monsieur 
Fernand Carles, ancien Préfet Régional du Nord, est emprisonné 
depuis le jour de la liberation de Lille. Je ne pense pas 
que le Comité d'Epuration ait des griefs sérieux contre lui, 
mais il devra se défendre devant la Cour de Justice lorsque 
son cas viendra en jugement, et il a évidemment besoin d'appui 
Vous le connaisez, puisque vous vous &tes trouvé en rapports — 
étroits avec lui et vous savez comme moi quel bon Francais il 
est. Si mes souvenirs sont exacts, ce brave Préfet a réussi 
& obtenir, en mai 1940, votre élargissement de la prison de 
Loos, lorsqu'il a appris votre présence dans cet établissement 
et il vous a offert, ainsi qu'a Madame Gudgeon, l'hospitalité 
& la Préfecture. Je me souviens également de l'aide que 
Monsieur et Madame Carles ont apportée aux ressortissants 
britanniques, au début de l'occupation et pendant toute la 
durée de celle-ci. Vos compatriotes ont ainsi profité d'avan- 
tages de toute nature: faux papiers délivrés a des officiers 
et soldats pour leur permettre d'échapper aux recherches; 
remise d'argent, vivres et v&tements certains d'entre eux, 
dans le méme but; facilités de transport d'évadés hors de la 
région, etCeece. 


Bien que Monsieur Carles ait di vous écrire récemment, 
je tiens, de mon cdSté, & vous envoyer ces quelques mots pour 
demander de lui adresser au plus t6ét une déclaration qu'il 
puisse joindre au dossier de sa defense. La Cour sera certai- 
nement impressionnée favorablement par une attestation émanant 
d'un représentant de Sa Majesté Britannique, si connu dans la 
région. I1 est évident qu’en sa qualité de Préfet, Monsieur 
Carles s'est trouvé en rapport avec l'Auborité Militaire alle- 
mande —- c'est peut-étre le seul reproche qu'on puisse lui 
faire ~, mais je suis certain qu'il n'a pas exécuté servile- 
ment les ordres recgus, au contraire. I1 a agi en vrai Fran- 
pat et je suis personnellement désolé qu'il soit déja dans 

e sixiéme mois de sa détention, I1 a toutefois la chance 
de se trouver, non pas 4 L@os, mais dans l'école de police de 
Lille, ce qui lui permet de recevoir sa famille presque jour- 
nellement. Son moral est excellent parce qu'il est sir qu'on 
ne peut lui reprocher aucun fait sérieux. | 


Comme je suis 11é d'amitié avec les Carles, je me suis 
permis de vous entretenir de cette question, sachant que vous — 
ne refuserez pas le service demandé; et je suis persuadé que — 
Monsieur Carles sera particuliérement sensible a ce que vous 
pourrez faire pour lui. Peut-étre wh tt d'autres 
personnalités anglaises de la région qui ont été l'objet des 
bienfaits de Monsieur Carles, et qui pourraient l’aider en la — 

circonstance, ian eet | : r 


Ma femme m'a chargé de vous adresser, ainsi gu' 
Madame Gudgeon, son meuilleur souvenir... mon coté, 
je vous prie de présenter mes hommages & Madame Gui 
et de croire, mon cher Ami, & mes sentiments les plus 
cordiaux. \ 


(Sd. ) F. Huber. 


e vous serais obligé de hater votre réponse 
e plus possible et de me la faire parvenir 
ar la m@éme voie que celle employée par moi 
our vous adresser la présente, 


Saye 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.1., 
16 April, 19465. 


Mw. Duff Cooper 
. PARIS. — 


Sir, ~ 


I transmit herewith a copy of a 


MARGIN. 


‘letter from Mr. Gudgeon, His Majesty's 
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No. 537 Consul-General at Iisbon, regarding 


the arrest of Monsieur:Carles, formally 


IN THIS 


Préfet of the Département de Nord, 


a ‘| together with two letters in original 


addressed to Madame Carles and Mpnsieur 
Ui cee - 
. - Huber, the Swiss Consul at iilie, 


respectively. 


Ze Unless you see objection, I shall 
Copy to: / | 
Mr. Gudgéon, with be glad if Your Excellency will take 
Mw. Alichin's ye 

pliments. ‘steps to deliver the two letters as. 


desired by Mrs Gudgeon. 


‘NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Se copy of this ereee ten is ‘being | 


sent to Me. Gudgeon. = 
(as A peed MoeT€ : nbespaect 


Kom t Aah, 6 vledat o: ong, 


GA kesh Chis <4 
|Oo7) O% fi 


No. 87 - PORRIGN OFFIOR, 
3 8.0.4. 


783/255/17). 16th April, 1945. 


Your Excellency, 


(Z 


I tranemit hareetth a copy of a 
‘letter from mr. Gudgeon, His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Lisbon, 
regarding the arrest of Monsieur 
Carles, formerly Préfet of the 
Département de Nord, together with 
two letters in original addressed to 

J wie Carles and Yonsieur Huber, the 


Swiss Consul at Lille, respectively. 


2. Unless Your &xcellency sees 

objection, I shall be giad if you 
will take steps to deliver the two 
letters as desired by ir. 3udgeon. 


3. A copy of this despatch is 
being sent to Mr. Gudgeon. 


I am,with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 

Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 

(Yor Mr. Winston Churchill) 


~~ " ' t > 
x Lic" ee b rs 


iW 


His Excellency 
The Right Honourable 
A. Duff Cooper, D.S.0.,M.P., 
etc., etc., etc., 
Paris. 
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HASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OF FICK 


Earl of Halifax. D. 12.55 a.m. 19th April 1945. 
1945. R. 10.20 a.m. 19th April 19465. 


Repeated to Paris Saving. 


999999 

Your telegram No. 289 Saving. + 29:3 4235/6, 

I am informed that a book r con 
Soap EAC a 
- s 

S appearance will be a bomb-she 

2. You may wish to consider igeuing a statement 
before the book comes out in order to dam any effect 
it may have. 

Foreign Office please pass to Paris as telegram 
No. $1 Saving. ¥ ' ‘ed 


[Repeated to Paris No. 676 Saving]. 


FRENCH 

TRIAL 1 

VICHY GENERAL WHO FOUGHT BRITISH PLEADS HI B69 | “yy 
PROSECUTION DENIES ALLEGED CHURCHILL-PETAI 

PARIS, FRIDAY - GENERAL MORNET, FRENCH 
TODAY EMPHATICALLY DENIED ALLEGATIONS TT A SECRET AGREEMENT HD BN 
CONCLUDED BETWEEN MR CHURCHILL AND MARS 
“ON THE LAST DAY OF THE TRIAL OF GENERAL HENRI DENTZ, HIGH 
COMMISSIONER IN SYRIA UNDER VICHY, WHO OPPOSED THE BRITISH AND 
FIGHTING FRENCH FORCES IN 1941, COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE DECLARED 
TT SUCH AN AGREEMENT EXISTED. IT HD BN SIGNED, THEY SD, 
ON OCTOBER 26, 1940. 

PIERRE ETIENNE FLANDIN, VICHY FOREIGN MINISTER AND 

PRIME MINISTER OF FRANCE IN 1934-35, HD BN CALLED AS A WITNESS 


FOR THE DEFENCE TO GIVE EVIDENCE ON THIS ALLEGED AGREEMENT. 
BUT IS NAME WAS REMOVED FROM THE LIST OF WITNESSES WHEN HE HD 
TO GO INTO HOSPITAL. HE IS STILL UNDER ARREST ON CHARGES 
OF COLIJLABORATION. 
MHAITRE VESINNE LARUE AND MAITRE ALCIDE DELMONT, TWO WELL-KNOWN 
BARRISTERS ACTING AS COUNSEL FOR GENERAL DENTZ, URGED TT 
GENERAL MORNET WAS LACKING IN A SENSE OF FAIR PLAY IN NOT 
TAKING THE ALLEGED AGREEMENT INTO ACCOUNT. 
M TO THIS GENERAL MORNET REPLIED: "| HV NOT TAKEN IT 
INTO ACCOUNT BECAUSE THE AGREEMENT DOES NOT EXIST". 
GENERAL DENTZ MADE A STATEMENT IN’ IS OWN DEFENCE BEFORE THE 


JURY WITHDREW TO CONSIDER THEIR VERDICT. 
REUTER MF 
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+ Re 2 6020/255/17 


FROM 


ris 
No. 488 (292/30/48) 


Dated 18th April 


Recewved 
in Registry 25rd April 


1945 


Z: France 


Transmits copy of Marseilles despatch No. 58 of 
9th April enclosing extract from "La France" of 18th 
arch giving the text of a motion passed by the Council 
of the Marseilles Bar, on the local purge policy and 
the general deterioration in the conception and 
administration of justice. 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Paris 
presents his compliments to H. M. P. Se of $.for FA. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British... BUDASEY.»s............ 
Soyer eS jk aaa 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Marseilles Justice and 
despatch No.58 of 9.4445. purge policy in 
Marseilles area. 


$4794 28711—1 (8) 


ya 


~~ 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL \3) 
MARSEILLES : 


April 9th, 1945 


With reference to the ninth paragraph of 
Your Excellency’s despatch to the Foreig Office 
No.338 of 22nd Mareh, I have the honouw to transmit 
herewith a ct of the text of a motion unanimously 
passed by the Council of the Marseilles Bar, as 
published in "La France’of March 18th. It gives in 
outspoken terms the opinion of professional jurists 
both on the local = policy and on what they conside 
to be the grave deterioration in the prevesene concep- 
tion and administration of justice. t expresses the 
. wish that justice will without delay resume its normal 
course in accordance with the laws of the Republic and 
under the control and responsibility of the judges. 


2. It will be observed: that the motion was not 
published until March 18th, although it was apparently 
passed on 5th February, that is to say, shortly after 
the departure of Monsieur Aubrac- It illustrates 
the sudden swing of the local pendulum towards “la 
légalité républicaine” which marked the advent of 
the present Regional Commissioner. 


I nave the honow to be, 
r | 
Your Excellency’s most obedient 
humble Servant, 


2 


Consul General. 
. His Excellency, 
His Majesty's Ambassador, 
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Prt 


{genres €t mettre en dépit des obsta- 
| —_ rencontrés, un frein «ux attein- 
| tement ont 
idu 
| plaintes des interné <t des détenus, 
}le Conseil croit de son. devoir strict, 
jgans sortir de ses attributions 


ji feasionnelles, de signaler & Vattention 
ide ces hauts fonctionnaires : 


‘| Vautorité gouvernementale, 
. peg: 


| publique, peut-nonobstant’ recourir a 
pses qu’avec la plus grande circonspec- } 


; ieeeceatire du gouvernement, ou en-} 


larrivée: 4 
le l 
AB be 2 respect poet ae fe teeate 


bee-du-Rhone ps | 
justice »et ‘peat 
tables et epee wy 2 


pee raires  portées . 4 . liberté 

e dont la ville et le dépar- 

été témoins. 

méme suite sur la proposition | ! 
tonnier qui a recu les doléan- 

de ses confréres et fecueilii les 


Et 


pro- 


1) Que trop souvent les décisions 
de Justice demeurent inopérantes ; 
qu'il en est @insi pour l¢s mises en 
Mberté provisoire, les renvois — 
la Chambre Civique, laquelle ne. 
pt de ‘peities rivatives den ie 
be acquit ts,‘ classe- 
ment @e dossiers décidés par la Cour 

de justice ; qu'il parait tout a fait 
anormal de constater que les mesures | 
ci-dessus énumérées se trouvent para- 
lysées par les décisions administrati- 
ves ; gue .ce n’est pas faire échec a 
laquelle 
des cas tout a fait exceptionnels 
a liberté d’un individu parait de 
pon & compromettre la sécurité 


une mesure d'exception, de souligner | 
que .de pareillies mesures ne sont pri- | 


tion 
avec 


rf MM. les juges d’instruction 
assentiment préalable de M le. 


core par la Cour de justice elle-mé- 
me, donnant par sa composition tou-. 
tes ranties justement exigées par}. 


ante ; qu'il s’agit de restit 
possession de sa souveraineté. y 


——$—vemeoemennensneny, | 


mis de rétablir dansyun délai de 
queloues semaines les garanties de 
1 indépenda de la- ms = 9 st 
aerate * hes pera aap (Neg . classe- | 
tm “ nominations ’avan- | 
cement ‘*. en outre,. sgh ls que 
| ce 


——— 


nissaire de gio | 


Ldifficultés qu’il-a dda. 


a 
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soit possible ‘de cide savor. ‘ce que - 


3) Que sess tuevidiée ‘souvent ifré- 
guliérement arrétés ont été l'objet de 
sévices graves allant jusqu’é la tor- 
‘ture ; que des aveux leur ont été 
de la sorte extorqués, dont la Jus- 
tice ne peut faire etat ; que ces mé- 
seden empruntées aux peuples bar- 
eee indignes d’une nation civi- 
déshonorent la  répression. 
pmlc. a ; gqu’elles doivent étre sé- 
vérement et définitivement proscrites 
de nos Mceurs comme de nos lols et 
leuts auteurs poursuivis. 

4) Que la prison préventive 
étre imputée sur la peine prononcée, 
non pas depuis le jour du mandat de 
dépét ou de l’ouverture de |’instruc- 
tion, mals bien du jour méme de 
l’arrestation. 


inébranlable aux principes de Justice 
et dé Liberté qui sont le 
et l’honneur de tétite. ct 


& la 
le Conseil de Ordre 
nimité le veeu que le | ; 
ne sans déJai son cours” 
régulier, conformément™ pp 
la République; sous 
sous la eae dues aed 
en Aehors de toute p 


non moins nécessaire de 
étant a ce prix, comme. 
de tous fes FPrangais, & 
général de Gaulle, & qui le 
‘doit tant, vient de faire récemment 
et par deux fois un émouvant appel. 


Une delegation d’avocats altire 
’attention de M. de Menthon 


veri sar « Jes inconvenients. présentés 


Us Justice dans la pleine et légitime} 


par les juridictions d’exception » 


“PARIS. — M de Menthon, ministre 
de la Justice, @ regu lon t une 
délégation. de 1’Association ’ nationale 
de: avotats, conduite par: son preési- 
dent, le Batonnier Fernand: Payen. 

L' Association: avait précédemment 
envoyé au ministre un mémoire dé 
taillé résumant ge doléances prove- 
nent de toutes les régions. 
La délégati imsisté sur les graves 
inconvénients que présentent les juri- 
dictions d’exception itmprovisées au 
lendemain de. ia libération et sur le 
danger que ferait courir 4 l’ordre so- 
cial la prolongation de leur fonction. | 
nement. . 

Lt ministre, aprés avoir ranpelé. ies 
surmonter, «a 


| con- 
tient * ne dal 4 
vide de te Dae qu'il 
soit eens "Ss alre satan 
dre leur nd Bong 


doit | 


Cela étant, fort de son attachement 


lent |) 


& certaines. mesures envisagées. 
ge les affaires soumises aux Ours | 


eee ecraient ae vers 7" fin 
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Resi * 2 5022/255/17. 
TELEGRAM FROM 

Mr. Duff Cooper, 
N Paris. 

“ 641 Immediate. 


Dated 22nd April,1945. 


Received 
in Registry | 23rd April, 
— 1945. 
Z: “rance. 
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(Action (Index.) 
«ompleted.) 


Condemnation of General Dentz. 

Gives a list of the charges on which General 
Dentz was condemned to death on the 20th April. 
Reports that the lawyers defénding General Dentz 


Renews that ike 
have requested an interview to discuss certain 
documents, but have been refused. Thinks that one 


of these documents may be the Convention of Sst.- 
Jean d'acre of 14th ‘July, 1941 which brought to an 
end the hostilities in Syria 5 #476 /62/89). 

Asks for views, 


(Minutes.) 


I attach copies of the Syrian Armistice and of 
the supplementary exchange of letters between 
Mr. Lyttelton and General de Gaulle concerning its 
interpretation. Neither of these documents makes 
any reference to an amnesty for the French forces 
engaged in the campaign. The Armistice Convention, 
which in any case was not signed by any representative 
of General de Gaulle, merely provided for the 
surrendering French forces to be repatriated to France 
or alternatively to join the Allied side. 


I submit a draft reply after consultation with 
Mr. Baxter.-X Copies of the two attached print 
sections should also be sent urgently to Paris under 
P.L. with reference to the telegram/ Ta. oe cope 


Mitts) bene rtared Gy Ren. Boater). 


dh. Sues 
thes : ms 


Eastern Department. 25rd April, 1945. 
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This talegren 16 96, secrecy an& should be 
[Pate ty by the ni pient ona not passed on. 


[CYPHER] « SPRCTAL 


‘POLETICAC) 
FROM PARIS TO PORBIGN OFFICE ‘2 5022 
, Mr. Duff Cooper D: 22nd April, 1 ge ~~ 


Nee 84d a7 UM . 1945 
22nd April, 1945 R: 5.04 Pom. 22nd April, il Sg 


SS 28 


General Dentz was on April 20th condemned to death 
on the following charges: 


1. Having facilitated the supply of arms to the 
rebels in Irag. 


ee Having handed over Syrian air bases to the 
Germans. 


5 pat ang takea measures to ensure secrecy of 
installation of Luftwaffe in Syrie. 


4. Having organised armed resistance to Gaullist 
and British troops in Syria. 


5. Having demanded reinforcements from the Germans 
in men and material. 


2- i have received a request from lawyers coacucting 
General Dentz's defenee fadtre Vesiane Larue and Maitre 
Alcide Delmont that [I should grant them an interview so 
as to enable them to lay before me certain documents. As 
on similar occasions in the past, I have refused to see 
them on the grounds that Il ae Beh, sce in amy wey in 


the admini Fos oh HP Lily 
A. se that ond o fe the 
they made 


| wished to discuss with me is one which 
t use of in theirc 
ention of St. Jean a mee on on J 
by Generals Maitland Wilson an 

gh = a 


sale From note that the Allies 
e . Frc militar or ee 


anthorit 


7 for the Getence. 


nts iiied Re in yria are 
of an nt t @ my ch seaot | 


text of treaty I cannet tell 
/unether... ++ 


[Advense copies sent to the Prime Ministe 
QO.T.P. 
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H.M. Ambassador, 
' PARIS. 


Telegram. 
No) We. ; 
Dated. ifn 


Cypher 
Special Political 
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No. Z 5022/25§/17 


Gistribution. 


142. 
JUT FILE 


IMMEDIATE wet “ Gx ace M, 


Your telegram No. 641 /of April 
22nd: Genéral Dentz/. | 

Convention of July 14th, 1941, was 
signed only by General Maitland Wilson 
and the Deputy Commander-in-Chief of 
the French troops in Syria, and not by 
any representative of General de Gaulle. 
On July 24th, 1941, letters were 
exchanged between General de Gaulle and 
Mr. Lyttelton, then Minister of State 
in Cairo, defining the interpretation 
of the Gonvention. Copies of both 
documents follow by bag. 

2. the convention cannot possibly 
bear the interpretation placed upon 
it by counsel for the defence. It 
provided that the surrendering French 
forces would have the alternative of 
being repatriated to France or rallying 
to the Allied cause, but it made no 
reference ms the future treatment of 


those who, like General Dentz, shose 
repatriation’ 


a 7 > « ¥. ee 
1 Min ; 4 ’ J 


 pepatriation, and there was never any 
question of safeguarding them against 
the proceedings of FPrench justice 


after the liberation of France. é- 
So. I approve your action in 
refusing to receive counsels for the 
defence. If, however, you feel 
obliged to make any answer to their 
point about the convention you should 


be guided by the foregoing. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 


retained by the authorised recipient ani not passed on}. 
Z §022/258/17 | 
~(CYPHER] — SPEGIAL POLITICAL 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


bets ei. 192.5. : D. 6.55 p.m, 24th April 1945 


DMOIED TATE 


_ Your telegram No, 641 [of April 22nd: General Dentz]). 


Convention of July 14th, 1941, was signed only 
General liaitland Wilson and the Deputy Comnsnder-in-Chief 
of the French troops in a, and not by any sentat-— 
ive of General de Gaulle, On July 24th, 1941, letters 
were exchanged between General de Gaulle and lir. Lyttleto 
then Minister of State in Cairo, defining the interpreta 
hase Convention, Copies of bo.h documents follow 
y deg. 


2. The convention cannot possibly bear the inter- 
pretation placed upon it by counsel for the defence, 
it proviced that the surrendering French forces would 
have the alternative of being repatriated to France 
or rallying to the Allied cause, but it made no reference 
to she future treatment of those who, like General : 
Dentz, chose repatriation, .nd there was never any 
question of safeguarding them against the proceedings 
of French justice efter the liberation of France, The 
only article (No. 20) in armistice deiling with future 
prosecutions refers only to prosecution by British 
authorities of native Syrians or Lebanese, It is 
clearly not relevant to General Dentz'3 case, 


3. #1 epprove your action in refusing to receive 
couene’* for defence. If, however, you feel 
obliged to make any answer to the ir t about the 
convention you should be cuided by the foregoing. 
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Namo '% 5057/255/17 Collaborators in French industrial circles. 


_ FROM aoe Gives an account of the activities of Georges 
Redvers Prior, R.N. Perret, Henri Balay and Georges Vigne, collaborators 
| Ne. with the Germans who, he asserts, still hold 
positions of trust in the rubber industry. Adds 
Dated 19th Apr. that the position is substantially the same in other 


industries; and mentions the case of Monsieur 


Received 
dna Apr. 1945 Desurmont, of the textile industry. 
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15/18, ST DUNSTANS HILL, | 


E.c.S. 


s 5057 19th April, 1945. 


| 
To:- —- wre-: 
The Rte Hon. Anthony Edén, M. iS‘id ; 
H.M. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
. The Foreign Office, 
; Downing Street, 
LONDON, S.W. ,1- 


Sir, 


some time ago I had the honour of speaking to you regarding 
collajborationists still working in France. I can now give you a 
short account of three:- 


GEORGES PERRET wes Director of the French Rubber Industry during the German 

occupation, and has been on very friendly terms with the Germans; was also a 
great friend of Mr. Pucheux and Mr. Lehideux. After the liberation of France 
we expected to see someone else at the head of the French Rubber Industry, but 


his power was confirmed by the new Government. He was forced to leave about 
two months ago, owing to the fact that evidence was preferred against hin, 
showing his sympathy with the enemy. A demand was received in London, asking 
whether Perret could net be sent over here to represent the French Rubber 
Industry. Fortunately, one of the French Officials in London, knowing his 
attitude, vigorously protested, and permission was refused. 


HENRI BALAY, Director of Bergougnan, was Chairman of a French Manufacturers’ | 
Rubber Syndicate, and also Chairman of a Groupement d'Importation for Rubber. 
Soon after the fall of France he was one of the first to sign an Agreement with 
the German Rubber Industry, and to accept full control by German Authorities. 
He went to Weisbaden a few weeks after the fall of France, and at the time was 
very proud to be one of the first French Groups to accept German control. Mr. 
Balay is still head of a French Rubber Syndicate as Chairman, also of a Groupe- 
ment d'Importation. 


GEORGES VIGNE is Managing Director of the Union Commerciale Indochinoise & 
&fricaine. During the occupation of France, he suggested to a German that they 
should send them the Rubber lying in Indochina, to be sent to Germany via Japan 
and Russia, or by any other channel, in spite of the blockade, Thus making 
himself “persona @rata", he became the official Broker of the so-called Prench 
Government of Vichy, for the sale of Rubber from Indochina to France. His 
Gompany thereby made many millions profit, and so far as I understand, in 1942 ar 
1943, some steamers were able to get through the blockade from Indochina, and to 
deliver Plantation Rubber to Bordeaux for German Factories, or French Factories 
working for Germany. On the liberation of Prance, Mr. Vigne was so upset by 


Ne ) 


having been on the wrong side, that he volunteered to refund to the Indochinese 
Dealer part of the profit - had made by selling Rubber to Germany. This offer 
was of course refused, 3 


In spite of all this, it is surprising to find that Mr. Vigne is still 
“persona grata" in official circles and is more or less at the head of various 
econémic concerns, Groupement or Syndicate, actually in France preparing the 
restoration of a regular trade in Indochina; also that he is still on very good 
terms with the French Colonial Office. In addition, I would mention that the 
Company “LUCIA", of which he is Chairman, was for a few months on the Black List 
in so far as Tangier was concerned. 


May I add that the problem is more or less the same for other industrial 
French circles. For instance, in the Textile business the large transactions 
between the United Kingdom and France have been done through the regular services 
ef the French Mission, but with the technical help of well-known textile industry 
personnel, amongst whom it was somewhat surprising to see in London one of the 
biggest French textile manufacturers, - Mr. Desurmont, who worked so much and so 
openly with the Germans during the Occupation of France, that he even gave a large 
party in Paris, with a few German guests, to celebrate the first milliard Francs 
he had made. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 
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Marshal Pétein's request to return to France 

Registry 7,) 1 } PO 

Number | 5140/255/ U Refers to Berne at pera ag »859 (Z 514 55/17) a : 
) and gives text of communique :issued by the Swiss | 

— Yederal Politcal Department regarding Marshal 


Pétain's application for permission to travel througtr 
uy Norten, Perne. Switzerland to France to surrender to the French 
9635 authorities. 


Dated 24th April, 


KRecewed \) 25th April, 
in Regisiry | 194.5. 


L3 france 
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: . - REPETITION OF TELEGRAMS. 


(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


(2) Division CONCERNED (¥oR ARCHIVES). 


% Z 51 40 
[EN CLAIR] NEF 
35 mii 1945 


Mr, Norton De 8.51 Pee April 2th, 1945, 
No, 865 Re 1.55 a.m. April 25th, 1945, 


April 24th, 1945, 
IMPORTANT bdodbdb 
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My telegram No, 859, ““ fe Pee ~~ 
Following 5 Someni que, 120 pe. Aseues gy F Federal 
Polit 


Department 
sted the Federal C bel Ri pl gis 
Bre 


and small suite ro ssion to 5 travel ¢ 
Switzerland to Re Slaeesl oe e he will place 
himself at the al of. Judicial 1 ine 
Federal Council hab ¢ granted this request. 


Marshal Pétain will await in Switzerland 
the instructions of the French Governnent 
concerning the place and time of transfer to 
France. These. Lustructions are expected 
very shortly, 
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FRANCE DR #Ph 1005 F 


" grea of rmission for Laval to enter 
Nea \% 5141/255/17 aii * 


Be > Refers to Berne telegram No. 863 (Z 5140/ 
Mor ellyle= ia . 255/17) and reports press announcement that Laval 
Mr’ -_No! 2 asked for permission to enter Liechtenstein on 
No. 864 23rd April and was refused. He tried also to enter 
Important Switzerland, with the same result. MThe staff of 
Dated 2hth April the Japanese Legation to Vichy are at present at 
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1n Registry 25th Apr.1945 
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(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


TA 2.s.$ow ing ) apkas 
(No. cual f.. 


(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


[EN CLAIR] 


_<es 


Mr. Norton De 8.51 pM. A 2Abl 
NO. 864 Re 1,55 a.m. Ap ii O5th, 19487 
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Government re him 
sion to Lieont AP pg nd Bar B.. that 
competent authorities in Berne that 
Laval asked for _ to enter Switzerland 
whieh had been re 


Staff of Japanese Pps ee to . nN. 
Government who were at § 1 gyproseh 
of French troops are at aun teat St. 
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a - 34am (ix (A namidey 
39%. = PETAIN IN SWITZERLAND ON WAY TO FRANCE = f-4 Comat” so il Whine 


SWISS HOME SERVICE IN GERMAN 13.30 24.4945. yeu erry om wn ia 


THE FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES: MARSHAL PETAIN 4 Noten 
APPLIED TO THE FEDERAL COUNCIL FOR HIMSELF, HIS WIFE AND A FEW LY 


PERSONS ACCOMPANYING HIM TO ALLOW HIM TO TRAVEL FROM THE iT 
SWISS EAST FRONTIER VIA SWITZERLAND, TO FRANCE, WHERE HE DESIRES 

TO SUBMIT TO THE JUDICIARY AUTHORITIES.CGERICHTSBEHOERDEN). — nee 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL GRANTED THIS REQUEST. MARSHAL PETAIN WILL 

AWAIT IN SWITZERLAND THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 

CONCERNING THE PLACE AND TIME OF THE FRONTIER CROSSING INTO OP (ane 

FRANCE. THESE INSTRUCTIONS WILL PRESUMABLY ARRIVE VERY SOON Tis 
C''DUERFTEN SEHR BALD EINTREFFEN''). THIS MORNING MARSHAL wwe 4} t 

PETAIN WITH HIS SUITE PASSED AT OO'CLOCK IN NINE MOTORCARS ee a 


IN S.MARGARETHEN THE SWISS FRONTIER.CBBC MONITORING) 
+++13,45++4+24.4. KF CUD 


LINE 2 FROM END READ: 


KALL STATIONS - URGENT ++ * 


40: = LAVAL REFUSED ADMITTANCE TO LICHEENSTEIN -24¢/ 0 


BWISS HOME SERVICE IN FRENCH 13.45 24.4.45 hetrlier lw / 


AS REGARDS LAVAL: HE PRESENTED HIMSELF AT. THE LICHTENSTEIN 9 hip Me 
FRONTIER WHERE HE WAS TURNED BACK BY THE AUTHORITIES. 


THIS WAS DONE ON THE DECISION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE Way we Sfp 
PRINCIPALITY.CBBC MONITORING) 


#++14.06+44+24.4. KF CUD y 


oe y 


FRENCH Iss” 


PETAIN 3 | 
A LATER REPORT FROM T SWISS FRONTIER, T REUTER ZURICH 
REPORT ADDED CROSSED INTO SWITZERLAND AT SANKT MARGARETHEN ON T 
EASTERN FRONTIER AT NINE A.M. TODAY WITH A SMALL SUITE. 
T PARTY CAME IN EIGHT CARS FROM AUSTRIA. 
IT WS OFFICIALLY STATED TODAY TT HE APPLIED FOR PERMISSION : 
FOR HIMSELF AND HIS WIFE AND SUITE TO ENTER SWITZERLAND SO TT HE 
CLD PRESENT HIMSELF BEFORE T FRENCH JURIDICAL AUTHORITIES. 
HE IS NOW WAITG FOR INSTRUCTNS FROM T FRENCH GOVT WHERE AND WHEN 
TO CROSS T FRENCH BORDER. 
THESE INSTRUCTNS ARE EXPECTED VERY SHORTLY. 
PIERRE LAVAL TRIED TO ENTER T SMALL PRINCIPALITYO LIECHTENSTEIN 


1347" PLACE NEAR YADUZ THIS MORNING BUT W TURNED BACK. REUTER 


PLEASE READ OPENING PARAGRAPH - 
A LATER REPORT FROM T SWISSM FRONTIER, T REUTER ZURICH REPORT 


ADDED, SD TT MARSHAL PETAIN CROSSED INTO SWITZERLAND ..ETC 
THIS ADDS T WORDS ..SD TT MARSHAL PETAIN ee REUTER 


FRENCH | ISG 


PETAIN 4 

é SWISS RADIO REPORTED THIS AFTERNOON TT T MEMBERS O T FORMER 
JAPANESE LEGATN TO T VICHY GOVT HV ALSO ENTERED SWISS TERRITORY 
AND ARE AT PRESENT STAYG AT ST GALL. REUTER 1352 


eeePETAIN INTRO 
. PETAIN ENTERS SWITZERLAND — LAVAL TURNED BACK 
FROM REGINALD LANGFORD, REUTERS SPECIAL CORRES 
ZURECH, TUESDAY -- MARSHAL PHILIPPE PETAIN, T 88-YEAR-OLD 


EXILED EX-CHIEF 0 T VICHY FRENCH REGIME, CROSSED FROM 
AUSTRIA INTO SWITZERLAND TODAY TO GIVE HIMSELF UP TO T FRENCH 


AUTHORITIES. 
PIERRE LAVAL, HIS PRIME MINR SINCE 1942, TRIED TO CROSS 
FROM T REICH INTO T SMALL REPUBLIC OF LIECHTENSTEIN, BUT WS 


TURNED BACK AT T FRONTIER. 
IT WS OFFICIALLY STATED HERE TT PETAIN ENTERED SWITZERLAND 
WITH GOVT PERMISSION AND IS NOW AWAITING INSTRUCTNS FROM T FRENCH 


AUTHORITIES. REUTER END INTRO 1400 
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(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 


s telegram is of ioular secrecy | 
rétained by the aut ed recipient and Fissdp ato 


[ CYPHER ] 


DR AP \o 2 


Mr. Norton D. 6 56 p.m. 24th April, 19,5, 
303 328 R,12, 20 a.m, 25th April, 1925. 
April, 1945. 


1ll1il 


TMP ORZANT 


I understand that Laval and iM, Rochat presented 

themselves at the Swiss frontier yesterday. Swiss 
Government refused entry to Laval but accepted li, Rochat 

as a refugee who could remain in Switzerland if he 
wished. The French Ambassador informs me that Laval was: 
told that he could pass through Switzerland if he gave 
the same pledge as Marshal Pétain to go straight to 
France and give himself up and that Laval asked for 2) 
hours to reflect. The President of the Confederation’ 
however has. since informed me that this is not quite 
exact, as the Swiss Government wish to make a clear 
distinction between Pétein and Lawal. He did not exclude . 
the possibility of Laval being allowed to cross Switzerland 
if the. French Government requested it, But they would not 
discuss conditions with Laval. It also appears that Déat 
and ijarion were refused entry. Admission of Marshal Pétain 
was arranged by the Germans with the Swiss Legation, 
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(1) CypHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No... 


from ra LEED ICAI IGE DEE TTT dated 


(2) DIVISION CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). 
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GaSe ata seers ey rs 


( CYPHER ] 


25th April 1945. 
- 9.55 pm. 25th April 1945. 


Minister saw Me i Dajean ean this afternoon congerning the 
movements of Marshal as re d in the Press (see 
my telegram No. ey Saving which follows by bag). 


First reaction of the French Press is that this is a 
movement carefully arranged Hitler in the Rey nd that 
the Marshal's trial will sow cord on By Freneh and 
divide the country. This theory is based on the > Se segment 
that the Germans would never otherwise have furnish ae 


There is ates ba in Press a fear 

awe pe Bap a rag Ene towards me, Marshal 
PSCsp grea. Ce es 

the possibility of the age. of roe te [ 

exten ting) 6 tances" and declare that there will be 

certain Prenolen Pp to salute the gesture of the Marshal 


in handing himself over for judgment. 


Aecording to M. Dejean the French Govemnen’ were aware 
that the Swiss Government were ready to give Marshal Pétain 
and his suite asylum in Switzerland. They were con- 

surprise however yy. the action of the Swiss 
cing to the wish of the Marshal to be 
French _cuthershien. et was on April 25rd 
be be German Gevernment appreached the Swiss Government 
48, that the ry a wheat é cross into Switserland 
and. then ded over as a Pp o the French Government. 
tter hed been obliged to agrees Th 
by his wife, a general, an and 
this as the last ary 
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WAR_CABINED DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PARIS TO PORGIGN OFFICE 
Myre Duff-Cooper D: 25th April, 1945 


25th April, 1945 R: 9e55 Delle 25th April, 1945 


& & & 
DAPORTANT 
Minister saw li. Dejean this afternoon concerning the 


movements of Marshal Petain as reported in the Press (see 
my telegram Noe 208 Saving which follows by bag). 


First’ reaction of the French Press is that this is 
a movement carefully arranged by Hitler in the belief 
that the Marshal's trial sow discord among the French 
and divide the country. This theory is based on the . 
argument that the Germans would never otherwise have 
furnished vehicles and petrol for relatively luxurious 

of the and his suite. It is suggested 

that the manoeuvre had been carefully timed to synchronise 
with the elections. There is also apparent in the Press 
a fear lest the Government may show leniency towards the 
Marshal in respect of his great age. Resistance ! 
foresee the possibility of the admission of vents» no 
[ sic ? extemating] circumstances" and declare that there 
will be certain Frenchmen ready to salute the gesture of 
the ifarshal in handing himself over for judgnent. 


Aecording to M. Dejean the French Governnent were 


oos> = FRENCH MINISTER OF INFORMATION HOLDS PREY Bokeh = 


@ FRENCH TELEGRAPH SERVICE CAFP) FOR FRANCE. 22. {Zia Je) Hie6 


PARIS. TEITGE, MINISTER OF INFORMATION, HELD A 


ESS CONFERENCE AND ANSWERED THE MANY QUESTIONS ASKED BY 
FRENCH AND ALLIED JOURNALISTS. : wd 


= PETAIN = 


ASKED ABOUT THE'' PETAIN CASE'' THE MINISTER FIRST CONFIRMED 
THE TEXT OF THE OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE AND ADDED THAT, ACCORDING 
TO THE LATEST NEWS, PETAIN, WHO HAD CROSSED INTO SWISS TERRITORY 


THIS MORNING AT 09.00 WOULD NOW CROSS SWITZERLAND IN TRANSIT 
ACCOMPANIED BY His WIFE AND A FEW OFFICERS OF HIS PERSONAL SUITE. 


THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, INFORMED IN THE COURSE OF THE DAY, 

WILL COMMUNICATE TO THE SWISS AUTHORITIES THE POINT ON THE 

FRONTIER AT WHICH PETAIN AND HIS SUITE MUST PRESENT THEMSELVES. 
= NO INFORMATION ON LAVAL = 


ASKED: WILL LAVAL ACT IN THE SAME MANNER? 


TE LT 
INDIC ATION WHATEVER CONCERNING LAVAL. 


NO GEN REPLIED: THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS UP TO NOW HAD: 


CMF) 2320 


NTINUATION SERIAL 85 FRENCH MINISTER OF INFORMATION HOLDS 
SS CONFERENCE. PAGE 2. 2321 


« «WHATEVER CONCERIEING LAVAL. 


= PETAIN'S FATE UNDECIDED = 
ASKED: WHAT WILL BE PETAIN'S FATE? 


TEITGEN ANSWERED: ''IT IS CLEAR THAT THE MARSHAL WILL HAVE 
TO ANSWER TO THE CHARGES WEIGHIN AGAINST HIM. WHILE THE DATE 


OF THE TRIAL HAS NOT BEEN POSTPONED IT IS POSSIBLE, NEVERTHELESS, 
THAT THE INVESTIGATION WILL HAVE TO BE RE-OPENED. NO DECISION 
HAS IN ANY CASE BEEN TAKEN IN THIS RESPECT. IT WILL NO DOUBT 

BE THE POLICE AUTHORITIES, ENTRUSTED WITH SAFEGUARDING THE 
SECURITY OF OUR FRONTIERS, WHO WILL PROCEED TO ARREST HIM 


= -FRENAY NOT RESIGNING = 


ASKB@ THE PRESS HAS REPORTED RUMOURS ACCORDING TO WHICH 
FRENAY RK 1S REPORTED TO BE RESIGNING, IS THIS TRUE? 


TEITGEN ANSWEREO:' '' | DO NOT THINK THAT FRENAY, WHO 
IS ON A MISSION IN GERMANY, IS RESIGNNG. CBBC MONITORING 
2324. 24.4. TEC Rt 


/o7 


“NO. 10° ALSO. 


(8. 


14: = PETAIN GRANTS INTERVIEW AND BLAMES HITLER -: 
e ''NATIONALSEITUNG'' = 


@eEnch TELEGRAPH SERVICE CAFP) FOR EUROPE 01.18 25.4.45. 


BERNE: '‘''HITLER HONOURED NONE OF HIS PROMISES'', PETAIN DECLARED 
DURING HIS FIRST INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS. THE EDITOR OF THE. BASLE 
'"NATIONALZEITUNG'', WHO WAS AT ST. MARGARETHEN WHEN PETAIN ENTERED 
SWITZERLAND, DESCRIBES THE SCENE AND THE STATEMENTS WHICH PETAIN MADE 
TO HIM: 


= GERMAN MINISTER TO SIGMARINGEN GOVERNMENT SEES OFF PETAIN = 


AT ABOUT 09.30 A SMART CADILLAC LIMOUSINE BEARING THE MARSHAL'S 
EMBLEM CROSSED THE BRIDGE NEAR ST. MARGARETHEN. IT STOPPED 
OUTSIDE THE SWISS CUSTOMS HOUSE. THE MARSHAL AND HIS WIFE, WEARING 
A NOSEGAY OF SPRING FLOWERS, WERE IMMEDIATELY RECOGNISED. THE 
GERMAN MINISTER ACCREDITED TO. THE ''GOVERNMENT'' SIGMARINGEN 
ACCOMPANIED THEM TO THE FRONTIER. | 


= COMPLAINT OVER GESTAPO OBSERVATION = 


THE MARSHAL DECLARED ME WAS HAPPY TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LEAVE 
GERMANY AND SAID HE WAS ''ABLE TO SMILE AGAIN IN SWITZERLAND, 


SOMETHING HE HAD MISSED SO MUCH UNDER THE GESTAPO WHEN .HE COULD NOT 


TAKE A STEP WITHOUT BEING OBSERVED BY A GERMAN AGENT WHO REPORTED 
EVERYTHING HE DID TO BERLIN''. 


= NO CONTACT WITH NAZIS SINCE ''ABDUCTION'' FROM VICHY = 


PETAIN THEN AFFIRMED THAT HE HAD REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY 
""PATRONAGE'' OF FRENCH PRISONERS. AND SPOKE OF HITLER, WHO | 
''HONOURED NONE OF HIS PROMISES, AND ADDED THAT HE HAD NOT. BEEN IN 


CONTACT WITH MEMBERS OF’ THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT SINCE ''HE WAS 
ABDUCTED FROM VICHY''. 


CBBC MONITORING 


Gee19 25.46: CR) LF. 
+++++4+4++ 


NO.10 ALSO 


B28: = PETAIN TRIAL POSTPONED = 
e My be 
ENCH TELEGRAPH SERVICE CAFP) FOR EUROPE > ae Le 
e02 2524-45. IC 
rantss THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE ANNOUNCES:— 7 


WN HIS ARRIVAL ON FRENCH SOIL, MARSHAL PETAIN W 
WILL BE PLKACED AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE HIGH COURT OF 


JUSTICE. HIS PRESENCE RENDERS INVALID NEITHER PRO- 
CEEDINGS ALREADY TAKEN, NOR THE ORDER TAKEN ON 25RD 
APRIL BY THE EXAMINING COMMISSION TO REFER X® THE 
CASE TO THE HIGH COURT, NOR THE ORDINANCE ISSUED FOR 
THE ARREST OF THE ACCUSED. 


IT DOES HOWEVER CONSTITUTE A NEW FACT NECESSITATING 
NOT THE OPENING OF A NEW PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
BUT THE COMPLEMENTING OF THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
WHICH LED TO THE ORDER TO REFER THE CASE TO THE HIGH 
COURT, IF ONLY TO GATHER STATEMENTS BY THE ACCUSED AND 
TO PROCEED WITH VERIFICATIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS MADE 
POSSIBLE OR IMPERATIVE BY HIS PRESENCE. 


IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE CASE CANNOT BE TRIED 


ON 17TH MAY AS FORECAST. AND IT WILL BE FOR THE 
PRES{DENT OF THE HIGH COURT TO ISSUE AN ORDINANCE 


PRESCRIBING A COMPLEMENT TO THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
WHICH WILL BE MADE VERY SPEEDILY. THIS CAN BE DONE 
EITHER BY JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURT OR BY THE EXAMINING 


COMMISSION OF THE HIGH COURT THROUGH ITS PRESIDENT 
AND ONE OR SEVERAL OF ITS MEMBERS ENTRUSTED WITH 
CARRYING OUT ENQUIRIES UNDER ITS CONTROL. CBBC MONITORING). 


22214 25.4. Re MB. 
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Moscow report of Marshal Pétain's arrival in — 


foscow press reports of 24th April quote "L'Ordre" 
announcement that Marshal Pétain and his wife have 
been in Switzerland for several days, "Red Star" 
reports of his forthcoming trial on 1/th May 

are also quoted. 
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Dated 26th April, 1945. 


a. = «4. OoGne 


Refers to elegram No. 2671 (Z 4952/255/ 
@) and cond ders a statement should be made 
coneerning the alleged secret Petain - Churchill 

a nt, which was mentioned in the defence of 
General Dentz in his trial in Paris, and which ms 
iven rise to a letter published in the "Washington 
ost" of 26th April by Charles Apson. 
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In your mimite M 192/56 ¢ March 16th you 
told the Foreign Secretary that, you approved ; 
propesal to arrange a P.%. for the purpose of 

the story that. you had consluded a seeret. 
agreement. with Pétain in 1940. 
2. Mr. Eden decided in the ond to let the matte: 


rest, since interest in the story seemed to have 
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Gied down both in France and the U.S. 
telegrams Nos. 2671, and 2932 (copies attacha 
Lord Halifax that the time has now come to 
scoteh it, more especially in view of Pétain's 
Would you be 
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useful for me to give the House a 
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of passive resistance to the 
To this em a series of ms 
exchanged with the Vichy 

during the autumn of 1940 th 


neutral capital. 

exchanges was to obtain 

Vichy that they wouldnot 

French fleet to the Germans, allow the 
Germans to obtain control of Frendh 
overseas territory, or themselves a 
the Freneh colonies which had rallied ¢ 
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General de Gaulle. We explained that, | 


whereby limited trade would be — 
permitted through the blockade between | 
Metropolitan France and the African 


territories under Vichy control. In t 


British authori’ 
London where he saw 


Lord Halifax, This 

however, come with any specific mission — 
and the object of his visit. seems 
primarily to have been to gauge the stats 
of opinion in this country and the 
rospects of our contimed resistance 
the enemy. He brought with him no 
proposals for an agreement and no 
agreement was in fact ever concluded 
with the Vichy administration either 
through this emissary or through any 
other channel. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


No. 4,546. 
50th April, 1945. 


Repeated to: U.K. Delegation, San Francisco No. 177 
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Paris, No. 754 Saving. . 
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D: 2.00 pem. SOth April,1945. 
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Your telegram No. 2,951 [of April 26th: alleged pact 
with Pétain. | - . siabiias 


Following from Sir 0. Sargent. 


I have * ested to Prime Minister that he should 
answer a mess n on this we ect in Parliament early next 
pag - et st sed ames. on and answer is conta d in 

tely fol 


owing tel egran. 


I am repeating this to San Francisco in case Secretary 
of State or Lord Halifax have any comments. 
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Alleged Pétain-Chur Chill agreement. 
Registry 


; | 
Number 4 5262/255/17 Refers to Washington telegram No.2931 - 
"TELEGRAM FROM (Z 5257/255/17) and gives text referred to therein, 
Barl of Halifax, regarding the alleged Pétain-Churchill Agreement, 
Washington. of which the supposed terms are given. 
No. 2932 Immediate 


Dated 26th April, 
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Fellewing is text. I held ne brief fer General Dentz 
whe was a severe taskmaster at the cencentration camp opnerie | 
Aix En Prevence and: seems te have played beth sides agains 
the e in Syria but when his lawyers b wy he ata 
- ont) ~Petain pact ef Nevember 1940 fer Je 


and it is dismissed as a fabricatien tf oy 
te pretest. 


Pent se ef the s a decunents 
will Rg be ree W w conseraifp 3 a 
revelatien of a ritain 


te allew French shi bring’ mo te os fren promise by te France, 
net te disturb V peak we eyEray French 
Celenial treeps te ight against 5 ais. 


sed net tS melest free Preneh Ce: Bieee 
st Oe oe toe rmans te eccupy French 
ef the F Fleet 
ef the a agen ef 


ined th V yy e Dee 1940 es, ae 
Sion oe seine tk I 


tomate 
~ by Petain es" every ewgpaper reader a 
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in Registry | 1945. 
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Arrangements p Marshal ‘Piteinic surtennas to 


- renct 
_ > we . 


French Minister of taedineats th . veishbil ia dea 
April that Marshal Pétain had asked the Swiss 
Government for permission to pass through 
Switzerland to surrender to the French authorities. 


Arrangements are reported and the refusal of 
permission for Laval, Déat and Luchaire to 


enter Switzerland is also stated. 
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French Ministry of Information issued a communiqué on 
April ; announcs that Mershal Pétain has asked the Swiss 
Government, through intermediaries, for permission to 
ro through Switzerland in order to give himself atthe 

frontier and that the French Government had the 
place and the date of his arrival in France and his surrender 
to the French authorities, The press_reports that his wife and 
his suite, in eight cars contai GD persons, incjuding a 
General Debensy and nine other officers, crossed the swiss 
frontier at 9 a.m. on the morning of A pril 2ith at Jankd 
Margrethen, Thence he proceeded to St. P Gell, where he awaits 
permission to continue his journey, The German Minister 
accredited to the Marshal bade him farewell at the frontiers. 
It was his 89th birthday. 


2. It is further reported that Laval, Déat end Luchaire 
were refused permission to enter Switzerland. Laval is said 
to have also been turned back tote xneeesty demanded to 
enter Liechtenstein. M,. Tietgen ss conference on 
the of April 25th but gave no details those 
contained in the official commmiqué . He said that the trial 
par contumace fixed for May 17th would probably be postponed, 
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Request by Marshal Pétain to enter Switzerland. 
Paris Tass reports of n Apr quote French 

Ministry of Information report that Marshal Pétain 

asked permission from the Swiss: Government to enter 

Swiss territory in order to surrender to the 

Prench authorities at the frontier. The actual 

date and locality for the surrender have been agreed 
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Paris Tass most papers twentysixth quote French 
Minis of Information report that Petain asked for 
ermission frem Swiss Goverment te enter Swiss 
erritory in order surrender te French authorities 
at French frontier. Swiss and French Governments 
have agreed en actual lecality and date for this event. 
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: TELEGRAM FROM 
iMr.Duff Cooper, Paris. 


No. 209 Saving. 


Dated 26th May, 
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in Registry | 1945. 
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el a emnation of General Dent. 


Reférs to Parie telegram No.641 (Z 5022/255/17) and 
gives a record of the trial of General Dentz. Gives 
a list of the charges against him and a summary of his 
activities, and of his defence. Refers to the 
alleged Petain-Churchili Agreement and adds that the 
trial of iliarshal Pétain is due to open on 17th May. 
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dD, | 26th April, 1945, 
R, 4,50 Pee 27th April, 1945. 


26th April, 1945, 


YTTTIT : 
> 
is more comprehensive of trial of 
intz than that contained in my telegram No, 641: 


Ee Sth and lasted for three 

e Public rresesuber 
A AO l Esteva, pF nr 

les Swe oe . and 12 menbers 


liamen 
of the Resistance efence was was conducted by Maitre 
Vesenne Larue and Maitre Alcide Delmont, 


General Dentz was mg ge in'the fol 
degradation and confiscation of pro e following 
charges: 

(a) Having delivered arms to the rebels in Iraq: 


(ob) Having handed over Syrian air bases to the Germans: 


c) Hav measures to ensure secrecy concern 
a) the iestellation of the Luftwaffe in Syria: a 


ised’ arued resistance to de Gaullist 


Seforenont 190 the toate 


Fo 
General 


days. ey 
ie as nalts et 


(d) Ha 
(e) 


‘am Beatie ialbarpes 


~ 2 = 


ecoupied the whole of British North Africa, 


No substantial case for the defence could be 
goat General Dentz Rat: A 
by Goungel. was their reférence to. the 
Convention of st Jean d‘Acre,.a note signee in J opel 
by Generals Maitland yg and Catroux which 
hostilities in Syria to By this note the fies 
recognised, according to fies Larue, that "th hesseur 
no animosity against the French in Syria; that t 
dis to grant ponerse amnesty as reg 
against any’of the wilitery or olvi 
any e 2 or c 
Furthermore, the note included a 
that General de Gaulle “who has never demanded aaa 
against any of his countrymen who have f t in obedience 
to omers received, has no intention of acting differently 
in the ent circumstances," One of the reasens given 
An the French press why General Dentz was not allowed 
efit’ by the terms of this note is that at that time 
the boon tpousht to Lien te ty a stuly of the messages 
now n O as ) 
passing between hin rg: the Vichy rment while he 
was High Commissioner for Syria, 


G. Brief reference was also made by the defence to 
the fictitious Petain-Churchill ent. 


public 
rosecutor veer poe the defend council to say that 
fir, Churchill had lready publicly denied the existence 
of such an mt. Other points concerning Great Britain 
made by the defence ge mas we had be AR 


the movements of every Ge lane ente 
da bY one oF Dentz‘s subend 
S connivance; that we had shown 
ayant with the Generals position after oretili ties and 
recei him with military uy d that General 
lad tLand eaapon bed shaken before sending 
- tien the’ first aay of the : og. Ly a 
on 
o what he termed his extremely cordial relations with the | 
British Consul General at Beirut. ; 


alien engue h b Oigt gs Gans we 
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‘No. 


Z:France. 


—- Press reports on Marshal Pétains return to 
ice. | 


Paris Tass of 27th April reports that M. Pétain's 
proposed return to France has been under discussion 
Reactions are summarised. : 


for some time. 
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De 11. 1 Dem. 28th April, 1945 


| Re 5.15 a.m. 29th April, 1945 
28th April, 1945 


v ry 


Paris Tass seme papers April 27th rts that 
according well informed sources conve ens be 


French and Swiss authorities on Petain Stl pan return began 
some days ago. unde. supervis his Rana go and fa 


his nis retention in Paris, Council of 
Ministers on Ap obth. ed wen Petain's return to France. 
Expected to return to Paris on April 27th his trial may be 
ag ed to await return of former Vi Ministers required 
wasnes "Petainist" press are at t to whitewash" 
while that of Resistance Movemen ds 
rial regard his return to France as ‘A manoeuvre by Hitler" 
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FROM Mr. Duff cooper 
Paris 


oe 


purge in industrial undertakings. 


Transmits extract from the "Journal 
officiel" No. 76 of 30th March, giving text of 
Ordinance No. 45-511 of 29th March completing and . 
modifying the ordinance of 16th Mavember, 1944 on /~ 
the purge in industrial enterprises. eee 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Paris 
presents his compliments to H,M. Princ sec 4} State for 
re Agfa rs 
and has the honour to transmit to im the under-mentioned 


documents. 


aeh. Aprad,.., 194.5... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 
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Extract from Journal Ordinance No, 45-511 of 
Officiel No. 76, 30.35.45. 29 5045. 
Purge in undertakings. 
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L’ex 
tomp! 


7 
_ eu 


perience a démontré qu’il était utile de 
ter Tomtonnance du 16 octobre 1944 sur 
’épuralion des ehtreprises, dans le double buy 

‘mettre & la disposition des organismes 


qu’elie institue des sancilons plus adéquates 
€l d’apporter. ceriaines 


précisions dans i¢ 
fonctionnement de ces organismes; tel est 


Vebjei de :a présente ordonnance 


| SGlonnelle se sont révélées nécessaires 
que des Sanctions appropriées 


Des mesures nouveiles de sanction profes 
: pout 
lissent éirve 


prononcées a l’encontre des pairens ei diri- 


de 


| 0 
fa responsabilité 


peanis des entreprises. La seule mesure 

ur fut pratiquement applicable, linterdic- 

tion de conserver un posite de commandement, 

n’instituait en effet aucune privation des Boma 
t 


ee découlent juridiquemeni du 
pr 
& paru utile, pour les cas 08 


n’élail engagee que par des 
fautes vénielles, de préveir une sanction d’or- 
dre surteut moral: l’affichage de la decision 
au lieu du travail e!, pour tous les cas, la 

ssibilité @’une pubticilé par insertions dans 
a presse. Communication de teules ces me- 


D’auire part 


_ gures est faile au procureur de la République 


| nationaie, 


du domicile de l’intéressé. 3 
L’artic.e t* 9 été complété de maniére que 
les pouvoirs de direction, d’administration que 
comporte normalement leur qualité, puissent 
ire interdits aux chefs d’entreprises, proprié- 
taires, présidents, directeurs généraux, admi- 
nmisirateurs ou assOci¢s de- toute sociéié com- 
merciale, ces inlerdic'ions étant soit iimitées 
a une entreprise délerminée, soit €lendues a 
une ou plusietrs calégories d’entreprises, soit 
méme 4 toutes sortes d’entreprises, 
D’auire pari, les mesures peevues ar l’or- 
donnance avaient un caractére provisoire et 
naient fin le jour ot une décision pénate 
it prenoncée, , 
de jugement, il est précisé qu’en cas de con- 
damnation cemportant une peine d’indignité 
les interdictions profrssionne'les 


: qu’elie emperte se substituent aux mesures 


| male, ou A un fon-ieu, 


Vordennance suf 
prises 


be les poursuites aboutissent A une condam- 
nation_ne compertant ry Vindignité natioc- 

parquet saisit i’or- 
ssionnel compéient. | 


e. 
Si aucune poursuile n’a <t6 intentée au 


| Dout de six mais & partir de la décision ins- 


les ctions professionn«lies, ?’in- 


| t | 
téresst peut saisir, suivant: cas 


: le comité 
fae he es eas, ee 
| nN e P3 interactions 
- fessionne! 


les peut atteindre six 


fin d’éviter tou'e contrariété 


‘ 


: 


' 


‘ 


: 


: 
: 


se 


Fi 


serait avant 
messiDté | 


* ne 


q 
’ 


| 


| 


: | 


} entreprises est abrogé 


. 
} de 


mois ou deax } 


tant Vindignité nationale 


es 


ley tents ela 
ation ; 


Va Vordonnance du 26 

ifiée per ies 

ordonnances du 30 septembre et du 17 vce 
tobre 1944; 

Vu Vordonnance da 16 octobre 1944 sur 
Vépuration des en . 

Vu l’ordonnance du 2 février 1945 com- 
p:éiant a l’intention du nel des coo- 
pératives l’ordonnance du 16 octobre 1944 
sur l’épuration des entreprises ; | 

Le comité juridique entendu, . 


Ordonne: 


Art. i*. — L’article 1* de Pordonnance 
du 16 octobre 1944 sur l’épuration Uans les 


flispositions suivantes: 


« Toutes personnes participant, @ quel- 
que titre que ce soit, & la vie d’une entie- 
—y, qui ont, depuis ie i* septembre 
939 ; | 


« 1° Soit favorisé les desseins de toute 
nature de Vennenii: 

« 2° Seil contrarié l’effort de guerre de 
la France et de ses alliés ou entravé la 
résistance. des Francais, nolamment par 
des dénonciations, 


seront l’objet, sans préju@ice des ur- 
Suites pénales et des mesures administra- 
lives prévues par les lois et réglements en 
vigueur, des mesures restrictives d’acti- 


vité professionnelies suivantes: 


« a) Le bldme avec ou Sans affichage au 
licu du travail; 
« 6) Le dépiacement d’office: 
« ¢) La suspension ou ta mise 4 pied, 
avec Ou sans traitement; | 
ou sans in- 


« d) Le licenciement, avec 
iction de conserver un poste 


demnité: . 
« e) L’interd 
de commandemeat dans l’entreprise ou ja 


_ 


| 


t 1944 inst 


: 


et rempiacé par les | 


: 


: 
: 


profession considérée, cette mesure pou- | 


vant étre prononcée seule ou conjointe- 
ment avec une ou plusieurs autres: . 


« f) Ynterdiction de faire partie de con- 


seils d'administratidn ou de surveillance 


de sociétés commerciaies; — 

« g) Interdictien d’exercer 
gestion .ou. @adminisiration 
plique la qua:ité d’associé; 

« h) La puthiication des mesures précé- 
dentes, aux frais de l’intéressé, dans un 
ou plusieurs journaux, 

« Les interdictions p 
graphes /, g. sont pi 
visoire, venl viser . 
i: nilaires 

ares, de 


, 


*> " 
“ 


: : 4° ) in ot | oe = ’ 

. Reis 6} 4 ay! me 

; ; bil Rha Si ry ae Ang iah Bk 
j 27 juin 1944 Bae era ey 

an ie ee 
j ». y RRS tS ‘ze 
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’ . Art. 2. wm By a fa 

16 octobre 194 

< d os oe a 


* e > 


les pouvoirs 
qu’im- | 


: 
} 
’ 


- 


fa durée des 


ty titre 


pétente. 

« Si les poursuites ont abouti 4 un-oon 
— ou si aucune poursuite n’a été inven- 

e dans les six mois 4 partir des mesures 
de sanction professionnelle, linteressé peut 
saisir l’organisme institué parla présenie 
ordennance, gui a connu de I’affaire. Ceiui- 
ci décide ou se selon le cas & l’anto- 
rité administzative compéténte, de mettre 
fin & ces mesures ou d’en proroger l’exécu- 
lion pour une durée qui ne peut excéder 
six mois 4 partir du jour of il est saisi par . 
Vintéressé, ou deux ans s'il s’agit de me- 
sures prévues aux paragraphes e, f, g, de 
article {* », 

Art. 3. — fl est adjoint 4 lordonnance 
susvisée, un arlicle 17 bis aimsi concu: 

« En cas de partage égal des voix, au sein 
des organises institués par la présente or- 
donnance, la voix du magistrat président 
est prépondérante ». 

‘Art. 4. — fl est adjoint 4 l’ordonnance 
du 16 octobre (944 susvisée un article 
i” dis aims concu: 

« Dans les conditions prévues aux arti- 
cles 4 et 9 de la ——,. ordonnance, il 
peut étre désigné des metabres suppléants 
en nombre égal 4 celui des membres Utu- 
laires ». 

Art. 5. — Les dispositions de fa présente 
ordennance sont applicables 4 l'épuration 
du personnel des coopéralives régies par 
Pendoumence susvisée du 2 février {945. 

Art. 6. — La présente ordonnance sera 

ubliée au Journal officiel de la République 
rancaise et exécutée comme loi. 

Fait & Paris, le 29 mars 1945. 

. C. DE GAULLE. 
Par fe Gouvernement provisoire de fa 
République francaise : . 
Le garde des sceaux, ministre de fa justice, 
FRANCOIS DE MENTHON. 

Le ministre de la production induStriclle, 

Le ministre da travail 
et de -la sécurité sociale, 

ALBXARDRE PARGDI. : | 
Le ministre de Véconomie nationale, 
PIFRRE MENDERS-PRANCE. 
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sa a Z 5404, /255/17 Testimony to Monsieur Maurice Escoffier. 


FROM hancery, Encloses draft of testimony to Vonsieur Maurice 

aris on Escoffier, who is in danger of imprisonment for his 

UN Department friendship for Marshal Petain, and asks for a 
69/38/45 certificate on these lines to be sent for use in 


his defence. 
Dated 28th April 
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BRITISH EMBASSY , 
PARIS, 


we “ie 


We have been approached by a M. Maurice Escoffier of 
Reyrieux, Ain, who has asked whether it would be possible 
for the Bubassy to give him a paper ph would confirm the 
fact that he had been French tutor to -prhe Duke of 
Windsor from April to August 1912 whil . was with the 
Marquis de Breteuil studying French. 


Monsieur Escoffier is an old man and is in some danger 
of being purged for his friendship with Pétain, If you are 
in agreement we would propose to give him a certificate on the 
lines of the attached draft which his counsel think might be 
of use in his defence, 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


This is to certify that Monsieur Maurice Escoffier 


- 


acted as French tutor to , the Duke of Windsor, then 


the Prince,of Wales, from ist April until 2nd August 1912 


IN THIS MARGIN 


: 


: 
Z 
: 


e: 


ie hn, GY 


— 
Sot 


: » & 


Sa ee ronaten covice, 
JIT FILE S.W.1. 


7th May,1945.- 


. : , 
(z paca receiv 


Dear Chancery, 


We have consulted Bueki 
Palace about your letter 69/58/45 
of the 28th April concerning Me 
Maurice Escoffier, a former tutor 
to His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Windsor. 


2. Sir Godfrey Thoiwas has 
confirmed that M. Escoffier was 

in fact a French tutor to His 
Royal Highness and we therefore see 
no objection to your furnishing 
him with the proposed certificate 
for use in his defence, if there 
is no objection from your angle. 
The Duke of Windsor should, however 
be referred to in the certificate 
86 His 1 Highness. - 


Yours ever, 
Western Department. 


British Embassy, 
Paris. 
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Please — to the posts shown below telegram ne. oMevesettuae , 


from/te..... {i a ers e “a 
/ 


29th Aprul 1925 

29th April 1915 R.4.50 p.m. SOth April 1915 
. 8 4 | 
Your No 518 Saving. Lass / 2 ov ee, ~ 


It is reported in the press of April 27th that M. 
Louis Rougier described as a teacher residing at 270 
Riverside Drive, New York, has sent a telegram to the French 
dicial authorities saying that he is holding at the 
isposition of Flandin’s counsel] certain documents which 
ent a declarations concerning the Petain-Churchill 
agreements. | 


Rougier has requested the French Ambassador in. 
Washington to urge that an investigating commission be sent 
to the United States. He has also asked the lawyers of 
both Dentz and Flandin to get in touch with hin. 
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his arrest. He is now 
Summarises impressions 
of his trial. 


ce of Marshal Pétain and his 
the arrival in FE 
Marshal Petain with his wife, 


a A 


ance on <Oth Apr 
Admiral Blehaut, 
de Voussian Sacy and 
in the Fort of Montrouge. 
in France on the question 
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, Margy, ied his wife, Admiral 
Blehaut, pal Phat. age y and Lieutenant de Vaisseau Ssacy, 
arrived at the French ntier on the 26th April. 
There the warrant for his arrest was read out to him 
and he was taken into cust by General Koenig, 
M. gal po Lo ag > epi ty Director of Public Prosecutions 
and M. Laure ic Prosecutor oe. the Court of 
yashiee of he "Seine Department travelled 
o deny, just outside Paris, Sate t driven 
to t ort of Montro where ial accommodation 
has been prepared for the Marshal. 


2. It is reported in the press that the trial may 
take place before the ist July. The examin Rapes 1 omy 
consist of ten istrates will endeavour dite 
their by obtaining evidence — 4... United § a 
and Great Britain by tele 


charges that will be brought RA, the ° rahel ar are 


said to be that of having tried to eradicate from the 
hearts of the French people all hope of final victory; 
of having dishonoured France and of having stabbed 
the Allies in the back, 


Se The Public Prosecutor Mornet gave an interview 

‘2. ha lated Press in which he is reported as 

| tain deserves death for his conduct but A 
shall e . aor the be 18 2 ind nce on nama of his 
great age", has been obliged to rectify this 
Statement by a a further public declaration, “thie 3 sang to 
French Press Age He now says that he 
the death coutiines on but that it remains , tke executive 
peer, to decide whether the sentence is carried out | 

ts statement clearly shows the 

old i for another and has 


i. stoma over the fate the 
| = embarrassed by pétain Ne presence: ell | 
Fe eel to edits ae a ge 
le omitas p. the camps 


act incePay Sy RSSHaNS SI 
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Nee \% 54B9/255/17 


? 
Dated 2nd May 1 91,56 
Received . 


in Registry ) May 3rd 195. 
Z3 


ezed pact betweer e Churchill and 
. SSUE Ne | 


Refers to Foreign Office telegram Noel77 
(Z 5257/255/17), and gives message from the 
Secretary of State to Sir 0. Sargent, reporting 
that thepe are no comments on text contained in 
Foreign Office No.178 


Repeated Washington. 


~ 


Last Paper. 
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References. 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


(Minutes.) 
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[EN CLAIR] 


PROM UNLIED BINGVOM DELSuAl LUD 


No. 105. D. 2-8 pom. Be 5.7 and May» 1945, 
ond May, 1945. 021 &emD.B.S.T. May, ° 


R. 5.55 a,m.D.B.S.T.2nd May,1945. 
Repeated to Washington. 


ZZZZLZZ 
: 7 ary /259/1 
Your telegram No. 177, “> © Wher, UOlG 
Following from Secretary of State for Sir 

O. Sargent. 


Neither Lord Halifax ner I have any comments 
en the text centained in your telegram No. 178, 


Nene | 2 5696/255/17 


TELEGRAM FROM 
* os 


No. 1636 


Dated Ist May 1945. 
Received 
in Registry 350Q May 19456 


2 


reports "rench reactions to Pe 
Gives Moscow ss reports of the French 
National Resistance Council's adoption on April 


2/th of & resolution demanding the immediate trial 
of Marshal Pétein, : 


Last Paper. 
Zk $5 


References. 


disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) 


“ 
mi, 


GISTRY REPETITION OF TELEGRAMS. 
7 549 f88/" eae 


(1) CYPHER Room, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


fay 


(Signed). Ei Sictnon 


BD (For ARCHIVES). 


[En clair] DEPARTMENTAL WO,'2, pc 
# FROM MOSCOW TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 18 
No1ese D. Untimed 2nd May, 1945, x | 
R, 1.0 a.m Srd May, 1945, 


lst May, 19465. 


Paris Tass in all April 29th give French Press 
report that at meeting o Prench Natio Resistance 
Council on April 27th resolution demanding immediate trial 
of Pétain was unanimously adopted. Resolution is quoted, 


sin's 7 s international review April 29th notes that 
Pétain’'s return is realised by French Press as be 
Gernany’® s last card on eve of generat elections in France 
and of fall of ee Ss i to gain FP cor of fifth ool. 
A. and Robert ores Reut Ht corres ndent 
ticised for att Ving to whitewash Pétain, Suspicious 


activity of his supporters must eoteall vigilance of French 
patriots. 
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= <4 aaa 
Regssiry a 5550/2 55/17 Forthcoming trial of General Dentz. 
| cso ~~ Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 774 
| FROM Mr. Duff Cooper| (2 5022/255/17) and transmits:copy of letter of 
| Pari 25th April from M. Delmont, General Dentz' 
774/8/45 defending Counsel, and text of 2 British notes 
NO. No. 486 of 2lst June ‘and 10th July,. 1941. 
Asks what reply he is to make to General Dentz' 
Dated 15+ May:1945 lawyers. 
Recetved ‘ce 
nm Registry ath May:1945 : 
Z: Francee + 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
mae i, 
Pa aae 7 
References. 
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I agree that we ought to avoid getting drawn into 
an argument with General Dentz’s lawyers and that it 
would be best to reply to them in the sense suggested 
by Mr. Baxter. But before tetling the Embassy to take 
action in this sense ought we not to try to find out 
whether the documents are in fact genuine? Otherwise, 
if the Embassy simply write to the lawyers as suggested 
by Mr. Baxter, the latter will infer that the 
doeuments are in faet genuine. If this is not the 


ease, then there wii presumably be no objeetionjto | 
the Embassy telling the lawyers so forthwith. 
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The War Office have been unable to produce 
anything useful in reply to Mr. Hebblethwaite‘s 
letter to Major House within but,as Sir Francis 
Head says, a perusal of the further Eastern 
Department papers which have now been produced 
establishes beyond any reasonable doubt that 
both the documents produced by General Dentz's 
Counsel are genuine. | . 


; What happened was that the French High 
Commissioner at Beirut (i.e., General Dentz) 
enquired through the U.S. Consul General while 
hostilities were still in progress what terms 
he could expect to obtain (Washington telegram 
No. 2826 in E. 5169/4 of sone) = The U.S. 
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Government were given an outline of tur terms 

in language virtually identical with that of the 
first document (ered gn Office telegram No. 3404 . 
to Washington in E.3169/G) and these were duly 
communicated to General Dentz by the U.S. Consul 
General in a Memorandum (enclosure to Mr. Hirschel 
Johnson's letter of July 3rd to Sir William 
Strang in E.3688/G of 1941). The first document 
is evidently a translation back into English 
from the French version of that Memorandum. 


Meanwhile General Maitland Wilson had 
prepared his own version of possible armistice 
terms. Cairo telegram No. 1916 of June 19th, 
1941 (E.3203/G) stated that "Commanders in Chief, 
after discussion and in full agreement with 
General de Gaulle, suggest jointly with him 
that following terms be offered immediately to 
Vichy authorities in Syria through U.S. Consul 
General, Beirut™. There then followed a statement 
of terms which is virtually identical with the 
second document sent us by Mr. Duff Cooper. In 
our telegram No. 3447 to Washington in the same 
jacket we had told Lord Halifax that we thought 
it best to keep to the terms set out in our 
telegram No. 340) but that it might be useful 
for the U.S. Consul General to have the text of 
Cairo's telegram No. 1916 "for his guidance 
but not for communication as such to the French 
authorities". I can find ‘no evidence that we 
ever later authorised the communication to 
General Dentz of the terms of the Cairo telegram 
but it seems clear that the U.S. Consul General 
must have done so all the same. Such behaviour 
is not unusual with American diplomats: 


It dees seem established that the first 


document is certainly authentic and was communicated 


to General Dentz with the approval of His 
Majesty's Government and that the second document 
is almost certainly also authentic, but that its 
contents were never endorsed by His Majesty's 
Government as such and its communication to the 
French not authorised. | 


- I do not think that the foregoing can affect 
Mr. Duff Cooper's reply to General Dentz's 
Counsel but we ought to let him know briefly the 


true position. I attach a draft accordingly. 
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8th June 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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_ Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


e. 
* 


Eastern Department, 


It rather looks as if there may 
be quite a lot of correspondence on 
this subjeet, and a8 if the question 
may turn. upon the authenticity of 
these two documents and upon the 
authority of Field Marshal Wilson 
to give the assurance in question. 
As all the earlier papers were 
presumably Eastern, I wonder if it 
would not be better if these papers 
were transferred to you? 


He bay Aes 


16.5,45, 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
' . PARES. 


ist May, 1945. 


‘ 
Sir, ee f 


"a | te 
} 


With reference to your telegram No. 774, I have 
the honour to transmit herewith copies of a second letter 
which I have received from General Dentz's defending 
counsel, together with the text of two British notes dated 
2ist Jime and 10th July 1941, to which they made reference 
during the hearing of General Dentz's case. Both these 
documents appear to be anterior to those recent 

ee I 7 


forwarded in your despatch No. 647, 2 5O 22 
Ze I should be glad to be informed what reply I am to 
return to Maitre Alcide Delmont and Maitre Vesinne- 
Larue, 
I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


hiugef Cooper 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C,, M.P., 
etc., etc. 3 etc., 


Baris, le 25 avril 1945. 


Monsieur 1]'Ambassadeur, 


Nous avons l'honneur de vous accuser reception de votre lettre 
du 22 avril. 


Notre demande d'un entretien, a la suite de l'arrét de la Haute 
Cour de Justice dans l'affaire du Général DENTZ, a été trop succintement 
motivée, et nous nous en excusons, 


Nous voulons sans tarder vous préciser avant tout qu'il n'a jamais 
été dans notre pensée que l'Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté pit intervenir 
dans une affaire de la Justice Frangaise jugeant un citoyen frangais. 


Nous avions souhaite, et nous souhaitons encore vivement avoir -- 
dans le cas ou vous seriez en mesure, et ou il vous paraitrait possible 
de nous les fournir =<= quelques indications autorisées sur le sens et 
la portee du Memorandum du 21 juin 1941, remis par M, VAN ENGERT, Consul 
Général des ETATS-UNIS au Général DENTZ, lorsque celui-ci manifesta le 
désir de conclure un armistice, et de la note Britannique du 10 juillet 
1941, en réponse & la demande d'armistice formulée par le Gouvernement. 
de Vichy. 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, l'assurance de notre haute 


consideration. 
(sgné) R. de Vésinne-Larue, (sgné) ..... Delmont, 
' Avocat a la Cour de Paris. Avocat a la Cour de Paris. ; 


Monsieur 1‘'Ambassadeur de GRANDE BRETAGNE 
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r NOTE BRITANNIQUE EN REPONSE A LA DEMANDE BE SUSPENSICN 


D' ARMES FORMULEE PAR LE GENERAL DENTZ (publiée le 12/7/,1) 
NOTE BRITANNIQUE, 


Les Alliés n'ont pas d'autre but en SYRIE que celui‘d'empécher qu'elle ne 
serve de‘base a des forces terrestres et aériennes ennemies contre leurs 
positions militaires dans le moyen Orient ils se sont également engagés.a l'égard 
de la population arabe en lui donnant lors de leur entrée en SYRIE, une garantie 
d' indépendance. La GRANDE BRETAGNE a appuyé la déclaration du Général CATROUX, 
La représentation @&s Francais dans le Levant sera assurée par les Autorités 
Fran aises Libres dans le cadre de la promesse d'indépendance qu'elles ont 


donnée @ la SYRIE et au LIBAN et 4 laquelle la GRANDE BRETAGNE est elle-méme 
associée, 


2. Les Alliés n 'éprouvent aucun veactin ttsnnit ad" aucune sorte contre les Francais 
en SYRIE et sont disposés 4 sccorder de plano une amnistie complete en ce qui 
concerne le récent combat. Ils n'ont aucun grief & former & l'égard d'aucun 
des chefs, des autorités ou des troupes en SYRIE. 


Le Général de GAULLE qui n'a jamais sévi contre aucun de ses camarades & 
l'armée qui a combattu contre lui, en exécution des ordres qu'ils ont regus, n'a 
pas l'intention de le faire dans les circonstances présentes. 


53. Ils doivent cependant prendre des assurances pour empécher le matériel de 


guerre de SYRIE d'étre employé contre eu, Ce matériel doit, en eonséquence, leur 
tre livré. 


4. En ce’ qui concerne les Troupes Prangaises en SYRIE, pleine liberté doit leur 
étre donnée de se joindre aux Forces Alliées dans leur lutte contre les Puissances 
de l'Axe, En méme temps, les Allies se réservent le droit de prendre les mesures 
propres a assurer la liberté &t la sincérité du choix de chacww. 


5. Toutes facilités doivent @tre données pour que chacun d'eux soit completement 
averti de la situation et du choix qui lui est offert. Les membres des Forces 
Combattantes qui ne sont pas disposes 4 se joindre 4 la cause alliée seront 
rapatries avec leur Famille, si les circonstances le permettent et lorsqu'elles 
s'y préteront. 


6, Des conditions honorables seront offertes a tous ceux qui souhaitent se 
joindre aux Forces Alliées. A ceux qui seront pris bons pour le service, on 
offrira de continuer 4 exercer leurs fonctions avec le grade qu'ils ont pendant 
l'enquéte. Les autres seront honorablement traités en attendant leur rapatriement,. 
A tous les officiers disposés a aider la cause alliée, on donnera autant que 
possible un emploi correspondant a leurs dispositions et a leur grade et leurs 
soldes seront garanties, Les autres gradés seront traités de la méme nianiére que 
les officieryde l'Armée. Ceux qui ne sont pas disposés 4 aider la cause alliée 
seront rapatriés avec leur famille. 


qe Les voies ferrées, ports, commumications et installations radio, installations 
petroliféres etc... ne seront pas endommagés ou détruits, mais remis aux Allies 
pour leur usage. Les Forces Alliées auront le droit d'occuper militairement la 
SYRIE pendant la durée de la guerre. 


8, Tous Allemande ou Italiens en SYRIE seront livrés pour tre internés. 


9. Tous les batiments de guerre seront | remis intacts pour étre internés et, en 
consequence » seront amenés et maintenus & BEYROUTH comme base. Ils pourront 8tre 
éventuellement dirigés ailleurs sur ordre du Commandant en Chef de la Midi terrane, 
si les conditions de sécurité l'exigent. 


La restitution des batiments apres la guerre ou leur compensation est garantie q 
@ une France amie, i 


40. Le blocus sera levé et la SYRIE et le LIBAN seront immédiatement mis en 
relation avec le bloc sterling. : 
41. Tous les Anglais faits prisonniers au cours des opérations de SYRIE et du 
seront reals en liberté., | 
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Dentz, en lui commmigquant ces conditions que, suivant certainés” 
informations, des officiers britanniques ayant été envoyés en:‘FRANCE pour 
étre intermée, les Autorités Britanniques seront dans la nécessité, aussi 
., longtemps que durera-la mise en liberté des prisonniers britanniques 
intéressés, d'interner un nombre suffisant de partisans de VICHY, en provenance 
de SYRIB‘afin de prévoir,-le cas dans lequel des prisonniers de guerre anglais 
ne seraient pas restitués mais resteraient internés en FRANCE. 


’ . | 


Le Gouvernement. Britannique désire également que. vous.expliquiez que, si 
le Général DENTZ accepte les conditions contenues dans le présent pémorandum, 
comme base de négociations et répond dans ce sens, les Auterités Militaires 

,. Britanniques seront, prétes a cesser les hostilités eta rencontrer les 
- représentants du Genéral DENTZ sans autre;délai.- - 
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Far from desiring to impose any dishonorable terms on 
General DENTZ, His Majesty's Government are entirely prepared to 
accord full honors of war to him and other military and civilian 
officers who have only done what they conceived to be their duty ™ 
to their Government. 

There can therefore be no question of General DENTZ or any 
other military or civilian official being condemmed to death or to 
any other penalty. 

The High Commissioner, his staff, all French officers, and all 
service personnel who do not wish to remain will be repatriated as 
and when possible, 

Negotiations for a cessation of hostilities to be carried on 
between General Sir Henry MAITLAND WILSQY (representing the 
Commander in Chief) and represnéatives of General DENTZ. 

Hostilities to cease at once and all the compliments of war 


will be accorded to the military forces. 


Sir, 
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Monsieur 1* Ambassadeur, 


avons l*houneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre 
Gu 22 avril. 


Notre demande d'un entretien, & la suite de l*arrét de la Haute 
Gour de Justice dans l'affaire du Général DENTZ, a 6té trop suscintement 
motivée, et nous nous en exousons, 


préciser avant tout 
l* Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté 


Gane une affaire de le Justice Franpaise jugeamt um citoyen frangais. 


souhaité, et nous souhaitons encore vivement aveir -- 
yous series en mwaure, et ob i] vis paraftrait possible 
r «= quelques indicatims : sir le sens et 
| eu Ginéral DENTS, lorsque celui-oi manifesta le 
lure m armistice, et de la du 10 juillet 


note Brit 
& la demande d'armistice formilée par le Gouvernement 


Veuilles agi~er, Monsieur l‘Ambassedeur, l’assurance de notre haute 
considération, 


(agné) R. de Vésinne«Larue, 
Avocat & la Cour de Paris. 
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- PORRIGN OPFICR, 8.W.1. 
OUT FILE sist may, 1945. 28. 


(7g§860/265/17) 
ae Ma ai Hir~— 


I am informed that you might be able to assist us in 
the following matter. 


You may recall that General Dentz was condemned to 
death some time ago. , I enclose copies of two telegrams 
on the subject (Paris telegram No: 641 and our reply) 
from which you will see that Counsel for Defence, during 
the trial, made certain damaging allegations which we 
rebutted. 


You will see from Paris despatch No. 486 however, 
which I also enclose herein, that we have not heard the 
last of these allegations. 


Our problem at present is to ascertain whether the 
documents, copies of which are enclosed in Paris despatch 
No. 486 are in fact genuine. From the records which we 
have consulted hitherto in this office, we have been 
unable to ascertain whether they are genuine or not. 


I wonder therefore if you could help us to throw some 
light on this problem? Perhaps you would let us see once 
again the documents which were originally sent to us under 
cover of War Office letter of the 24th November, 1941 
(0144/7845(M. 0.5.)? Any other suggestion you may have 
would be welcome. 


As we are anxious to reply to the despatch from Paris 
as soon as possible, I should be grateful if you could | 


look/ 


Major A.H. House, 
G.2., 4.0.7. Records, 


os Wee 


look into this as a matter of urgency. 
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I have to refer to Your Excellency's 


- 


despatch No. 486 of May lst last enclosing a 
' letter from General Dentz's defending Counsel 


regarding two communications alleged to have 
been made to General Dentz on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government during the hogtilities in 
Syria in 1941. 

2. I consider that it will be sufficient 
for you to state in reply to Maitre Alcide 
Delmont and Maitre Vésinne-Larue that if the 


French authorities wish His Majesty's Government 


to supply any official information about the 


- 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


circumstances under which the hostilities in 
Syria were terminated an official approach 


should be made through the FPrengh Minister::for 
; Raker | 
Foreign Affairs and that it would not be 


; 


: 


. 
: 


appropriate for you to enter into correspondence 


on the subject through any other channel. 
Gm 2e%innt . 
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ernative statement 


of terms. It was suggested to the State 
Department that they should communicate these 
terms as well to the U.S. Consul General at 


Beirut for his guidance but not for communica 
to the Vichy authorities. The second docwmen 


is an accurate translation of the statement of 


terms prepared by the Commanders in Chief and 
it seems that the U.S. Consul General must have 


communicated these terms to General Dentz ? 


notwithstanding our request that he should keep 


them to himself. The second document, although 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


probably authentic, is ely an expression of 
views on the part of the Commanders in Chief 
and General de Gaulle and cammot be regarded 
as committing His Majesty's Government. 


lu. I enclose 


infovme+ion copies of Washington telegram 
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No. 2826 of June 18th, 194], Foreign Office 
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telegram No. 3404 to Washington.of June 19th, 
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Cairo telegram No. 1916 of June 19th, Foreign 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1, 
18th June, 1545. 


a 


to refer to Your Excellency’s despatch No, 486 

ms hay gg ie a letter from General Dentz's 
' Counsel wo commmnications alleged to have 
to. Genevel Dents eta on béneit of His Majesty's Government 
hostilities in Syria in 1941, 


I x caneiier that it will be sufficient for you to state 

Aleide Delmont and Maftre Vésimne~Larue that, 
thorities wish His Majesty's Governuent to supply 
mmation about the circumstances under which the 
es sal Beeda were terminated, an official ach should 

through the French Minister for Foreign Aff 

add that it would not be appropriate for you 

correspondence on the subject through any other channel, 


3.In actual fact it appears that of the two documents 
produced by General Dentz’s Counsel the first is certainly 
and the second probably authentic. The position is that General 
Dentz in his capacity as Vichy High Commissioner at Beirut 
enquired on his own initiative oe the United States Consul- 
General in Beirut, while fighting still in progress, for an 
indication of the "terms on which His Majesty's Government 
would be prepared to cease hostilities. This request was duly 
transmitted to His Majesty’s Government, who asked the State 
Department to instruct the United States Consul-General to reply 
in terms similar to those of the first of the two documents, At 
the same time the British Commanders in Chief had prepared in 
agreguent with General de Gaulle an alternative statement of 
terms. it was suggested to the State Department that they should 
communicate these terms as well to the United States Consul- 
General at Beirut for his guidance but not for communication to 
the Vichy authorities. The second document is an accurate 
translation of the statement of terms prepared by the Commanders 
in Chief and it seems that the United States Consul—General 
mist have comminicated these terms to General Dentz, 
notwithstanding our request that he should keep them to himself, 
The second document, although probably authentic, is thus merely 
an exoression of views on the part of the Comnanders in Chief 
and General de Gaulle and camnot be regarded as committing His 
Majesty’s Government. 
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5- I request that, if age see no ofthe a0: you will 


be rao foreign Affairs of aprreneh Muted 
you by G pond a fendi: “eounsel, of your reply 
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the true position regarding the two documents 
set out in paragraph 3 above. In so haan 
ane make it clear that, in aithorizing the 
United States Consul—General at Beirut to inform 
or his sdbordinates being condganed ts death or to 
or su 8 or to 
His sty’s Government were 
and that this passage 
in the first document only selates to the treatment 
of Vichy officers and officials at the hands of the 
Gailian ah ex ubeking @ cadens Glam. heatn'e 
question us see 
position after his agg Ra to France. This point 
was made clear by Foreign Office telegram No.3404 to 
Washington, | although the text of the United States 
Consul-Genoral’s memorandum is perhlaps a little 
ambiguous. 


I am, with _— truth and respect, 


Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 
(For Mr. Winston Churchill) 


(Sd.) F. & HOYER MILLAR 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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The French Ambassador called this evening and 
mentioned to me the Rougier case. He drew attention 
to M. Rougier's activities and his intention to publish 
what he alleged was an agreement between Mr. Churchill 
and Marshal Pétain to justify the Vichy Government. 
M. Massigli suggested that it might be well if we could 
see our way to issue a statement of the facts before 
M. Rougier could make his proposed disclosures. 


I told the Ambassador that we had had this matter 
under consideration and some time ago had proposed to 
publish the facts, but interest had died down and we 
had left it. We ourselves have now revived the 
proposal again in view of M. Rougier's activities in 
America and we were in fact now considering the 
advisability of making a statement by means of a 
Parliamentary Question. 


M. Massigli expressed satisfaction at this. He 
knew of course the facts of our indirect approach to 
P&tain which was entirely justifiable in the circumstane 
of the time. 


— OMenrg 


April 30th, 1945. 
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PERSONAL MI my 1 
SONAL VIENU | 10, Bohning Street, q | 


SERIAL NoMa 
SIR ORME SARGENT. 


1. I do not consider that this question deserves 
attention at the present time. I am not in favour of a 
P.Q. on the subject. Lord Halifax need not get excited 
about it. Naturally it was part of our policy to endeavour 
to get whatever we could out of Vichy, and even at that 
time when we were ail alone I had strong hopes of making 
a landing in Morocco if the French assisted. You should 
look up the letter written with the authority of the Chiefs 
of Staff to General Weygand, offering him six divisions. 

2s As for the Americans, Admiral Leahy was sitting 

. in Marshal Pétain's pocket at Vichy, doing everything if 
his power to support and stiffen them against the Germans. 
The Americans have no grounds for complaint against us. 
I have the script of President Roosevelt's proposed broadcast 
on the eve of TORCH. He addresses Marshal Pétain as 
"My dear friend, the great and trusted hero of Verdun' or 


words to that effect. With some difficulty I persuaded him 
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to withdraw this, as it would have been spat at in France. 

» F I am entirely indifferent to any attacks on my 
conduct during this period. It will be sufficient to tell 
the Ambassador that I do not think the matter requires 
attention at the present time but that he should forward any 


material connected with it. 
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The proposed answer was never . 


- 
-_ , : 


anything to be ashamed of in the matter or 
that there was anything wrong in the attempts 
which they made to extract ‘certain. assurances 
from Vichy in the autumn of 1940. The 


answer was intended to be not a defence but 


a, statement of H.M. Government's attitude. 
There is serious reason to fear that, unless 
the facts are thus authoritatively stated, the 
episode will be misrepresented in the 


American papers and twisted to our eee 


p ~etnee Parliamentary Questions and 
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press enquiries, 
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would seem advantage in taking the initiative 
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Please refer to your minute H. 428/5 of april 30th 
regarding the suggested Parliamentary Question avout the 
alleged agreement with Pétain in 1940. 

2. The proposed answer was never intented to enggeet 
that H.M. Govermnent had anything te be ashaned of in the 
matter or that there wes anything wong in the attenpte 
which they ade to extract certain assurances from Vichy in 
the autumn of 1940. The answer wae intended to be not a 
defence but a statement of H.N. Government's attitude. 

There is serious reason te fear that, unless the facts are 
thus authoritatively stated, the episode will be mierepre- 
sented in the american papers and twisted to our disadvantag 
and lead to Parliamentary Questions and press enquiries in 
this country, ‘There would ecem advantage, therefore, in tak 
ing the initiative ani spontansously describing what actual]; 
happened in 1940 rather than waiting watil we are obliged te 
do 80. 

3. I do not think that Halifax is really exaggerating 
when be stresess the desirability of our making ow position 
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(Sd) 0. G. 
May ist, 1945. 
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10, DOWNING STREET, (© 
WHITEHALL, 


6th May, 1945. 
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COPY OF MINUTE BY THE PRIME MINISTER. 


Reference: P.M./0S/45/57. 


"Wait for a few days. 
WeoeCe 


6.5." 


< 


The Seeretary of State may remember that * in areh 6th he aent 
a minute (aed) to the Prime Minister enelosing a memorandum 
giving the history of the alleged agreement with Pétain in 1940 (£02 
which a eertain amount of publicity was being given both in the 
Umited States and in France on account of Rougier’s activities and 
the impending politieal trials in Paris). In his minute the Seeretary 
of State suggested that the best way of putting an end to this 
misleading publicity would be to arrange for a Parliamentary Question 
to be asked on the subjeet. In his reply (Eiee—=™) the Prime 
Minister said that he agreed with the aetion proposed, though he 
seemed doubtful whether the whole matter really deserved so much 
attention. In the end, however, as the publicity about the question 
seemed to be dying down, the Seeretary of State deeided that it was 
not neeessary to proeeed with the idea of the Parliamentary Que st ion 
at all events for the time being ee-@-). 

Towards the end of April, however, the story began to attraet 


, 


further attention, more especially in the U.S., and the Embassy in 
Washington urged straé@ngly that some steps should be taken to put the 
matter in its proper light. Sir Orme Sargent therefore sent the Prime’ 
Minister a minute (Flag D.) suggesting that the time had now come 

for a Parliamentary Question to be asked. At the same time the text 
of the answer was telegraphed to San Franciseo for the observations of 
the Seeretary of State and Lord Halifax, neither of whom had any 
eomments to suggest. 


The Prime Minister replyed, however, on Apri} 30th (Plag E. 
that he was not in favour of the proposed Parliamentary Question. 
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the subjeet and had urged the desirability of some steps being tak 


owt 


to set. public 


Ginee this last minute by the Prime Minister we have heard 
from Ottawa that M. Rougier"’s book is likely to be published in 
the near future, We have also been told by Mr. Tennant of the 
Paris Embassy, who has just come on leave, that it is becoming 
inereasingly important from the Freneh point of view to take 
some steps to bins the existenee of any 1940 agreement with 
Pétain. Hitherto iar interest in the matter has been mainly to 
prevent Ameriean opinion going astray. Now, however, it seems 
that there is a lot of loose talk going about in Paris to the 
effect that H.M. Government did in fact reach some agreement 
with Bétain, Laval, Plandin, ete., in 1940 or thereabouts, and 
thet H.M. Government are now interested in proteeting these 
persons and are likely to intervene in connexion with their 
trials. A despateh from Mr. Duff Cooper is on its: way to us 
wringing out all these points and urging that in dadition te 
the proposed Parliamentary Question we should constteY making publie, 
or at least communicating offieighly to the French some of the 
documents (such as The King’s message to Pétain) which set out 

A exactly what did happen in the autumn of 1940. These recent 
developments seem to make it all the more desirable to have 
the Parliamentary Question asked without further delay. The 

Longer we wait the greater is the risk that we shall be put on 

the defensive. It seems much better that we should take the 


initiative and give our version of the events spontaneously 


- instead of having it dragged out of us later on. 


The text of the proposed Parliamentary Question. and answer 
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I hope it may be possible to arrange for the 


proposed Parliamentary Question and Answer for immediately 
after the Whitsun recess. 


We have nothing to hide or be ashamed of, but I am 
afraid our continued silence is helping a campaign of 
Slander designed to denigrate our aims in the war. | 


OWriarr, 


gene 


May 18th, 1945. 


Please see the Secretary of State's minute below 
those of Mr. Hoyer-Miilar and Mr. Harvey, attached, about 
a Parliamentary Question regarding the alleged agreement 
with Petain in 190. 


I see no reason why we should not publish the 
telegraphic correspondence with H.M. Ambassador at 
Madrid between September and November 1940 covering our 
exchanges of views with the Vichy Government. These 
telegrams are marked with a cross in the attached Print 
Section®. They stand by themselves and are largely 
self-explanatory. We could also publish the King's 
message to Pétain and Pétain's reply (Nos. 24 and 27 in 
the attached Print SectionB). There is nothing in any of 
these documents which now néed be kept secret or which 
would embarrass either H.M.G. or the present French 
Government. 


The most convenient arrangement would et be 
to publish these documents as a White Paper with an 
introductory note explaining briefly how the exchanges 
arose, and fitting the Rougier incident into its place. 
There would seem no need to publish the other documents 
in the Print Section®or the rather detailed correspondence 
in Print Section A about the abortive proposals for 
exchanging diplomatic agents with Vichy. The actual 
documents in the Rougier case(viz. Rougier's Notes for 
his interview with General Weygand, his letter to the 

J. Prime Minister after his return to Vichy andthe telegram 
which we sent him at Geneva about the upshot of the 
Madrid exchangesj)are not of the sort usually included 
in White Papers, but there is nothing in them that we 
need withhold and there might be advantage in including 
them im the Papsr so as to complete the refutation of 
these stories being spread by M. Flandin and his friends. 


Mr. Duff Cooper hagas written to Mr. Harvey strongly 
recommending that the Parliamentary Question should be 
arranged and that a fully documented acount of our 
exchanges with Vichy should thereafter be published, or 
at least communicated to the French Government. We are 
going further into this. Meanwhile I submit for 
consideration a draft minute from the Secretary of State 
~ to the Prime Minister. : 
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Western Dept. 


Please see my minute to the Prime Minister ~ 
No. PM/0S/45/57 of May lst, about Pétain. 
If the Department still wish for a ruling 


on the question, please prepare a minute for the 


secretary of State. 
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May 17th, 1945. 
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In his minute to you P.M,/08/45/87 of 
May lst Sargent asked if you would reconsider 
your decision not. to proegeed with the proposed 
Parliamentary Question about the alleged . 
Agreement. with Pétain in 1940. Your comment 
on this minute was “Wait for a few days". 

2. I teo had been in favour of delay. I 
agree with the points that-Gargent made, but I 
think that it would on the whole be in oun 
interest to go ahead with the statement. now. 

We have heard from Ottawa that Rougier is on the 
point of publishing a book there which elaborates 
his own misleading version of events and it seems 
ad@visabie for us to have a statement on record 
Defere this Rappens. Also Duff Cooper has 
written again strongly urging an early statenent 
in/ 


lead to a demand for 
the publication of documents. We need not be 
afraid of this. There might indeed be gone 
advantage in giving the whole story in a White 
Paper. That can, r, be considered later. 


‘'Sd.) ANTHONY EDEN. 
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10, DOWNING STREET, oa 
WHITEHALL, 


a9 May, 1945. 


COPY OF MINUTE BY THE PRIME MINISTER. 


Reference: Foreign Secretary's Minute 
P.M./45/209 dated 28.5.45. to Prime 
Minister, : 


"I agree, 


Copy also sent to: 


Dated ona May, 1945. 
Recewed | 


in Regisiry thn May, 1945. 


Z: France 


, 


ts unengaet letter dated 14th April 


for help. securing 


his release. 


Last Paper. 
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(Minutes.) 


AA Ler 


WwnAA 


a‘ 


on. to you’ 
~ for what. Pee is cork: the’ enclosed’ 
unsigned letter she has’ received 
oe rding the case of Mr. Taldir-’ 
“sa frennoy t present. imprisoned 
at Quimper (Pin nistere) France. 


- 
«a 
. 


Yours sincerely, 


. 


3 Secr ary, 
Spt oa Office, 
Whiteha 11’ W. 5 


The I4 April 1945 


sil 


Sir, 


We have the sadzuess te netify 
yeu ia ‘the mame ef the JAFFRENNOU's family and the Britta 
Sseeieties that Mr. Taldir-Jaffreuneu is sened since 
August 1944 at the departmental prises ef r( Pinistére 

We beg yeu te help us te secure him frem this pre- 
dicameat. It is upbraid te him with having ceunected the 
enemy and te have been a bad frenchman . 

These bills ef indietment are sethin else but 

eteries and defamatery demunciatiens ferged by adversaries 
whe want te ruiz his werk aad his reputatien . 

“a eaclis® e has deme mere than WR. Taldir 
Jaffrenneu fer h-Preach unier and the friendly 
understanding A. Boe the Celte ef Great-Briteia and 
Brittamy . 

Therefere, that is te yeu, Brittish friends that 
we send this help. 


Send letters amd instances ef friendship te the 
prisener, at the fellewing adress : 

Mr. Taldir-dJaffrenaneu 

I, Rue Briseux 

Quimper (Finistére) FRANCE 


Aud yeur pretestations te the French Minister ef 
Justice, Place V , Pavis . 


Thank yeu awfully fer the prisener, his family 
his friends and Brittany . 


‘ 
‘a 
* 


Nambo 2 5 7lyfh/ 255/17 


FROM ir, Duff U ooper 
| Paris. 
No. U1 
715/5/45 
Received lith May, 
in Registry 1945. 


ciel di inieatectitesinsnttegsttiphngen 


a | 


din 


Refers to Paris despatch No.371 of 9th December, 
(Z 8558/3794/17), and encloses. extract from the 
"Journal “fficiel"” No.76 of 30th: March, giving text 
of ordinance No.45-507 of 29th March, relating to the 
control of trading with the enemy in occupied 
territories. 

Yumuarises and discusses the provisions of the 

Ordinance. VUopied Ministry of “conomic Warfare and 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


Last Paper. 
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715/5/45~ © | BRITISH EMBASSY, 


Noe 4916 PAR $b.) ° 5/46 
5th May, 1945. mins 
Sir, Loli MAY 1946 


With reference to my despatch No. 571 ot tee Son Bhceabe bers 
regarding the punishment of acts of collaboration I have the honour 
to transmit to you, herewith, copies of Ordinance No. 45.507 of the 
29th March regarding Trading with the Enemy in territories occupied 


or controlled by him, which makes certain modifications in the 
legislation dealing with commercial and financial collaboration. 


2-e It is explained in the preamble to the Ordinance that its 
purpose is to fill a gap revealed by recent legal proceedings in 
the existing legislation as laid down by the Ordinance of the 6th 
October, 1943, regarding the suppression of Trading with the Enemy 
and Economic Warfare, which is now abrogated. Another Ordinance 
of the same date annulled the Vichy Decree of the 16th July, 1940, 
suspending the decree of the ist September, 1939, regarding 
Trading with the Enemy. In consequence the legislation on the 
subject based on the Law on the Organisation of the Nation in Time 
of War remained valid, and any dealings with the enemy were subject 
to the penalties laid down in this law and in the decree of ist 
September, 1939, oee one trading with the enemy. The continued 
occupation of a large part of French territory since June, 190, 
and the entry of German forces into a further part of French 


territory in 1942, together with the collaborationist policy of 
Vichy and arbitrary measures taken by the occupying authorities, 
have combined to produce a situation of which the French 
Government must take account in applying legislation regarding 
Trading with the Enemy. The decree of the ist September, 1939, 
made no provision for any such situation; and, although the 
Government of that time had considered the possibility of an 
enemy occupation, they had felt it inopportune to publish 
legislation providing for that eventuality. Consequently some 
amendment was now necessary. 


3. The Ordinance provides that transactions, whether direct or 


through third parties, between French nationals or companies 
established in France and enemies or agents of an enemy power are 
subject to the penalties as laid down in Article 79( 8) of the Penal 
Code and in the Decree Law of the ist September, 1939, on the 


Organisation of the Nation in Time of War. For the purposes of 
the new Ordinance the parts of French territory which remained 


unoccupied to the end of 1943 are regarded as having been under 


en control since the 25th June, 1940, and French subjects are 
defined as including allied nationals resident in France, stateless 


persons and companies, insofar as their establishments in France are 
concerned. The definition of “enemy” includes all enemy nationals, 
all individuals in enemy territory or living their habitually and — 
all companies, undertakings, etc., with their head office in enemy 
territory or established under the law of en enemy country, all 
organisations, branches, etc., depending on enemy subjects or 
companies and all persons, companies, etc., on the Official List 


of Enemies. 


4. The prohibition on dealings with the enemy does not =a 
° 


The Right Honourable 
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P.; 


—etce, etc.e, etCce 


to prisoner-of-war correspondence, to any correspondence permitted 
by international convention, to family correspondence, to contacts 
necessary for the subsistence of French nationals, or to any 
urchases made in satisfaction of French reqiirements. Transactions 
etween producers (providing that they cover retail transactions 
ones or retail dealers and enemies in French territory are not 
effected by this legislation provided that these transactions were 
not abnormally large and have not resulted from any canvassing or 
special publicity addressed to enemy subjects, that they carry no 
special advantage to the enemy and that the transactions did not 
involve any infraction of any economic legislation in force. The 
Ordinance also excludes from the effects of the legislation any 
operations necessary for the maintenance of French property and 
rights, any payment of royalties on French rights, any actions 
necessary for the protection of patents or the recovery of sums 
due for transactions prior to the opening of hostilities. 


5, Article 4 of the Ordinance divides those activities subject 
to penalties into two categories. The first includes those in 


which the nature of the goods, the size or importance of the 
transactions, or their continued repetition have resulted in an 
appreciable contribution to the enemies’ resources in the economic 
field. Such activities will be examined by the Courts of Justice 
or Military Tribunals described in my despatch No. 371 and 
penalties varying from five to twenty years’ imprisonment with or 
without forced labour can be inflicted. Other economic 

relations with the enemy will be punished under Article of the 
Decree Law of the ist September regarding Trading with the Enemy 
and will be tried by the Correctional Tribunals, which may inflict 
penalties varying from one to five years’ imprisonment and from 
1,000 to 10,000 francs fine. Similar penalties may also be 
inflicted on any person who has been involved in the transactions 
if it is proved that he had knowledge of the source or destination 
of the goods. 


6. The Ordinance specifically lays down, however, that 
transactions with the enemy are not to be regarded as crimes if it 
is established that they took place under enemy pressure, or resultec 
strictly and without. any personal initiative from the execution of 
orders (which must, however, be interpreted restrictively) or 
from the carrying out of the obligations of a man's profession 
provided they are not voluntary and that no payment of an abnormal 
character is made. Pleas based on Vichy legislation will not be 
accepted except where the accused has not deliberately delivered 
enything which can help the enemy appreciably in the economic 
field or where it has not been possible for him to avoid obeying 
instructions received from the Vichy authorities. The preamble 
points out that these clauses are based on the Ordinance of the 
28th November, 1944, on the punishment of acts of collaboration. 


7. The Ordinance further provides that when a prosecution for 
trading with the enemy is opened under this Ordinance the property 
of the accused may be seqmestrated on the demand of the French 
authorities. Similar measures may be taken for companies in , 
which any accused holds a preponderating interest either directly 


or through a third party. 


8. The Ordinance also requires a declaration of all agreements 


and conventions of an economic character since 25th vanes Re a 
etwe 


tp a fi 
Pra, = 
% ‘nxt 


between French subjects and enemy subjects, as defined by the 
Ordinance. This declaration must be submitted by owners or 
their, representatives and mst also be made by all foreigners re- 
sident in France. It is explained in the preamble that this 
declaration will provide the Minist of Finance with information 
which will assist it to eliminate all enemy influence in the 


economic field. A ote eae declaration was required Article 2 
of the Ordinance of Oth October, 1943, but appeared only to 


relate to agreements then in force. 


9. It will be noted that it is specifically stated in the 
preamble that the present Ordinance in no way alters the 
provisions of the Ordinance of the 6th January, 1945, regarding 


Heepeeeesice SGughii°t! Weetste Weer eae teense 


present Ordinance or note 


10. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare and to the Department of Overseas Trade. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Baap. Cope 
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mi depuis le 25 juin 1940 


ve de leur Iibération. 


bur l’application de Ja pré- 
ce: 
Ssimilées aux ressortissants 
§ péefsonnes physiques ressortis- 
aot d'un Etat alli¢, les personnes morales 
“@Onstituées conformément aux lois d'un 
Etat allié pour leurs établissements en ter- 
ritoire francais, ainsi que Tes personnes ne 
ressortissant 4 aucun + : 


2° Sont réputés ennemis: 
Tous eessortissants ennemis. 


_.~ Tous indiyidus se trouvant en territo're 
métropolitain ou colonia] de l’ennemij ou 
y ayant leur résidence habituelle. 


Toutes associations, sociétés, agences, 
guccursales ou autres établissements, décla- 
rés ou non, qui ont leur siége en territoire 
-ennemi ou gui sont constitués conformé- 
ment aux lois d’un Etat ennemi. 


_ exer- 
Pp 


- - 


. Toutes personnes, associations, sociétés, 


| mérés A l'article 


ainsi qu’il suit: . | 


1° En ce qui concerne les rapports éco- 
nomiques dont la nature, l’ampleur, l’im- 
Eyes ou la répétition auront apporte 
l’ennemi un appoint appréciable dans 
le domaine économique, application sera 


faite des articles 79, § 5, et 83 du code’ 


nal; 

2° Les autres rapports économiques avec 
’ennemi ou les agents. d’une puissance 
ennemie ne donneront lieu qu’a l’appkca- 
tion des peines prévues par l’articie 4 du 
décret-ioi du i septembre 4939 susvisé. | 

Sans préjudice de l’appiication des arti- 
éles 59 et 60 du code pénal, seront punis, 
le cas échéant, comme coauteurs ou 
complices, tous individus qui, connaissant 
la provenance ou la destination des objets 
nature:s ou fabriqués, des va.eurs, fonds, 
monnaies ou devises ayant fait l’objet de 
i’upération interdite, auront partic-pé a 
un titre quelconque, pour ‘e compte de 
l’une des parties contractantes, 4 ladite 
opération. 

Art. 5. — Il p’y a ni crime, ni délit 
lorsqu’il est établi que les rapports ¢co- 
nomigques avec l’ennemi sont intervenus 
sous i’empire de la contra:nte. Il en est 
de méme lorsque les faits résultent stric- 
tement soit de Vexécution, exciusive de 
toute initiative personneile, d’ordres ou 
d’instructions recus et restrictivement iIn- 


précédent seront punis 


—— 


| dits. organismes les agissements incr 


minés. : 
La méme mesure peut étre prise 4 l’em 
contre des sociétés dans Jesquelies I’in- 
culpé ou les inculpés disposent directe- 
ment ou par personne interposée d’inlé 
réts prépondérants, | 


La mise sous séquestre est 
par le président du tribunal c‘vil sur re 
quéte du ministére public. Les biens sé 
questrés sont confiés 4 l’administration de 
Venregistrement, des domaines et. du time 
bre dans .es formes et conditions prévues . 
par les dispositions législatives et régle- 
mentaires applicables en matiére de séques. 
tre d’intérét général. 


Toute entreprise dont l’un au moins deg 
dirigeants fait l’objct de poursuites en 
vertu des dispositions de la présente Om 
donnance_peut étre pourvue d’un délégua 
provisoire. : 


La désignation di délégué proviseire est 
faite, A la demande du ministre des finan 
ees (direction du hlocus) et sur 
du ministére public, par ordonnane 
président du tribunal civil. 


Art. 8. — En vue d’apprecier P | 
nité de la mise sous séquestre ou dels | 
désignation d’un délégu visoire ‘aad 
vues 4 l’article précédent, le ministre 
finances peut exiger de teute pers 
physique ou morale qu’elle mn | 


rononcée 


7 


I agences, succursaies ou autres établisse- 
| ou non, figurant sur la liste 


officielle*d’ennenis. 
' 


tes les informations qu’cle 
les activités de la personns 
morale en cause. Ce pouvoir 


’ 


od apart soit de Punique acomplissément 
d’obligations professionnelles sans partici- 
pation volontaire & un acte antinaticnal, 


| -_ Art. 3..— Echa pent a la prohibition ci- 
dessus les opérations ci-apres: 
“4° La correspondance et les colis adres- 
S€s ou recus par les prisonniers de guerre 
de toutes nationalités ou par les déportés; 
2° Les correspondances prévues pour le 
temps de guerre par les conventions inter- 
Hationales en vigueur; 
3° Les correspondances familiales: 
4° Les rapports nécessaires 4 la subsis- 
; tamee des ressortissants francais et, plus 
| , tous achats effectués en vue 
la’ satisfaction des besoins francais; 


5° Les paper's des producteurs (pourvu 
b-% le caractére de vente au détail) 
2 cOmmercants détaillants francais avec 
geen séjournant en territoire fran- 
oats, pourva que les rapports n’aient pas 
~ rept Mapertence anorma:e, qu’iis n’aient 
—€té ni précédés d’aucune offre, publicité 
; OU appel s’adressant particuliérement A la 

clientéie ennemie, ni arcompagnés d’au- 


ni perception. d’une rémunération anor- 
male. : : 

Si les prévenus invoquent comme faits 
justificatifs les actes dits lois, décrets, 
arrétés ou rég-ements, les ordres, autori- 
sations ou decisions: de l'autor:té de fait 
se disant gouvernement de I’Etat francais 
de ses agents ou représentants ou des or- 
ganisations institués par elle, ce moyen 
de défense ne pourra étre relenu gu’autant 
que les prévenus n’auront rien déiibéré- 
ment livré a l’ennemi qui pu'sse l’aider 
de facon appréciab'e dans le domaine éco- 
nom‘que, ou- qu’its n’avaient pas ja fa- 
eulté de se soustraird aux prescr:ptions 
de l’autorité de fait. 


Art. 6. — Les infractions visées au para- 
raphe i* de l’article 4 ci-dessus seront 
éférées aux cours de justice conformé- 
ment aux disposilions de l’articie i de 
l‘ordonnance du 28 novembre 1944, portant 
modification et codification des textes re- 


tion est. exercé nar des fonetionnaires 
administrations financiétes. 


Nul ne pourra se prévatoir du secret . 
fessionnei pour s’opposer aux investiga: 
tions. Tout refus fera l’objet d'un p 5. 
verba! qui pourra entrainer Vapplication 
des peines prévues au paragraphe secon@ 
de l’article 4 ci-dessus. - 


Art. 9. — Dans le délai d’un mets 
compter de la publication.de la prése 
ardonnance, toutes les ententes et oe 
tion, Werdre économique, de quelque: 
ture qu’e'les soient. intervenues demiiis ‘@ — 
25 juin 1940 directement ou par persenne _ 
interposée entre ressortissants frameais et 
personnes ennemies an sens des orliees 
et 2 ci-dessus, doivent fa‘re objet @une® 
délaration. Cette déclaration est souserite-. 
par tout pronr‘étaire. directeur gépant, ade 
ministrateur, fondé de pouvoir, CORRIER@- _ 
faire ou antre ayant,conn?*ssance @esaites — 
ententes et conventions. Fle est aarossee 


au ministre -des finances (d'rection ti, Bios. 
cus). La méme déc'arstion d-vpm @iRe @0%S=  ~ 
crite par les étrangers résidant @f Branca 

L’ahsenee, le retard. Vinextetitede des. | 
déclarations est pvni, indénon@amment de 
toutes autres peines, d’un @merisonne- — 
ment de un a fro’s ans et d’uge amende 
de 1.000 4 10.000.fr. ou d'une de ets deum 
peines seulement. ~ 


Be latifs & la répréssion des faits de co:labo- 
| ration et, lorsque ces jur:dictions ne pour- 
ront plus étre saisies/ou auront cessé de 
fonclionner, aux tribunaux militaires. 
- Les infractions visées par le paragra- 
phe second seront déférées aux tribunaux’ 
correctionne:s, ee ae 

Lorsque ‘a cour de justice ou le tribuna! 
militaire estimera gue les fats qui lui 
sont déférés comportant <senlement l’ap- 
plication des sanctions prévues par le pa- 
ragraphe second de l’art:cle 4 ci-dessus, | 
cette juridiction restera compétente pour 
prononcer ces peines. ‘ 


_ Art. 7. — Lorsqu’une poursuite est exer- 
cée en vertu des disposifions de la pré-] 
-sente ordonnance et que-des charge 
€té- relevées contre - l’inculpé para 
tomber. sous le coup des. dispositions du . 

sees sommes Schues en | biens de Vinculpé peuvent éire placés sous | Poursuivies Cone | 
,effectuées avant | séauestre A la demande du ministére des | formément aux dispositions de la présente. 
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cun avantage consenti a4 un ennemi- ou 
_dgent de l’ennemi, et que la réglementa- 

( ue alors en vigueur. n’ait 
gtess¢e en faveur de |’en- 


© Les actes nécessaires 4 la conserva- 
‘Sen ot & & perception en territoire métro- 
Pelain ow colonial de \’ennemi des fruits 

e Sige 8, Groits et inféréts.appartenant a 
“Gee ressortissants francais et réguliére- 


ee A witan . ; 
7° Les actes nécessaires a la conservation 


‘dans les conditions visées par @rdinna 


du 6 janvier 1°°5 relative a la 6Om 
des profits illicites. i 


‘Art. 11. — L’ordonnance du 6% 


propriété industrielle et les 
nt aux personnes Tréputées® 
Panga’ -valoir leurs i 
z. I i au fr al 1eais, sans preju- 
‘application des dispositions visant 

4@ tratlement en France de $s biens, droits 
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COPYRIGHT - WOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 


— 


me. 


/ 
MILLBANE, / 


ki RRR LEE Sr ; Lonpon, 8.W.1. 


lst June, 19456 
INDEXED , 


Dear Mr.Simpson, 


I wonder if you could find us a copy 
of Paris despatch No.371, which we do not 
appear to have received, and which is referred 
to in Paris despatch No.491, a copy of which 


we have received, | > Ss rUu¢ 253/09 
Yours sincerely, 


Foreign Office, 
SoWele - 


wee oe 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY Wi THOUT 


eg = 


er 


* “elephone No. : FA MS 
WHITEHALL 5140. ANY | 


ponte = ‘TT BOARD OF TRADB, 


reference ; 
MILLBANE, 


Your Ref 3 Lonpon, 8.W.1. 


IN 


Dear Mr.Simpson, -?. quel 25s |i 


I should be/grateful if you 
could let me have a reply to my 


letter of the 1st June in which 
I asked whether you could find us a 
copy Of Paris despatch No.d71. 


Yours sincerely, 


F.4,.Simpson, Esq. 9 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1- 


Z 5848/255/17 


th May, 1945. 
Rece A ) 4 
in Registry To omemee 


Z:France,. 


Alleged Pétain-Churchill 


Addressed San Francisco No, 114.° 
Message for Gore-Booth from MacLean, referring 
to Foreign Office telegram No. 4347 to 


Washington (2 5527/255/17) and concurring in 
proposed Parliamentary reply. 
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[CYPHER] 
‘ROM WADE 


Earl Halifex 
No. 1 D. 1,58 a.m. 15th May, 1945 


19th May, 1945 R. 10.80 a.m. 15th May, 1945 
Repeated to Foreign Office No. 5807 
3 * ¢ *& ? 
Following for Gore-Booth from Macleam, 525) r * I 
We are not sure whether Lerd Halifax has sent 


Deut Bhorekil ee in agrecn — 


2. The ged parliamentary looks all 
right to us. it he a pees and has gt BR. ay done 


a. to is arn tne? Foreign Office "ellis 
in anne they are awaiting his appreval. od 
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|Registration of Mr. Si le Huddleston's address. 


‘Nambo » 2 6024/255/17 
Transmits copy of letter from Mr, Sisley 
FROM Huddleston, in Nice, to the British Consul-General 
8 there giving notification of his present address. 


No. 507 


Deied 10th May 


Received 
in Revi 18th May 
iit” td 1945 


: France 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
comes 


References. 


27283 (979f07 1944 


Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


: 


Peers. 


J 7 507 32 ‘ 7 
HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 
presents his compliments to H.M. Pr. S.of S. for F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British... EMD.ABSY.,............. 
i cdvcbond Paris. 


a LOth. May.» 194. 5.. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of a letter from negistration of his 
Mr. Sisley Huddleston,| present address, 

S, rue Francois Aune, 
Nice, undated, 
addressed to British 
Consul-General, Nice. 


7 6024 


34794 28711—1 (8) 


© Sisley Huddleston, — ‘a poe eabhete ity 
ye : ine 5 a Nice. tel. fee 


os A.letter: from His: Bxcellency the ishatbador 
addressed to me at my "requisitioned" villa at 
Monaco has reached. me very belatedly at Nice, 
where I propose to stay for some time. 


Although I am no longer a British subject, 
it occurs to me that, in view of my former 
relations and I ho of my future activities, 


it may be convenient and desirable to eeeeetee 
my present address. | 


I need hardly ead, after our conversation, 
that it will always be a joy to me to render any. © 
service which will conduce Re: a better understanding — | 
between our two nations in the difficult days ahead, 
That has. been my single aim for forty years, and it 
has not been changed by —_— OVERPS 


Believe: me to bai baa Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Sgd..) SUSLEY HUDDLESTON. 


*g by ba ee il yletbe 35oh py es le pie. : fe eg ge Ss eine eis 4 6S en F a ee ” my , 
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Z 6112/255/17| Intervier « Paul Reynaud about collaborators | 
Ey = . ? ‘ 
| article entitled "Pétain.and Weygand named as 
| | France's most guilty men" reporting an interview 
a ] with Paul Reynaud who gave his views on the guilt 
“ of Pétain, Weygand, Laval, Darlan and others. | 
Dated 1st May, 
22nd May, ~- 
Recewed 
in Reet 1945 
tn Registry } . | 
Ml ; 
e Z > France . 
Ad = 
DB att tate 0 . on gee ue — ~ ~~ . ~~ ¥y - — “s : . . . 2 : 
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Exteeet from News Chronicle of ist Mays 22h: 


From HENRY STONE, News Chroniete Cipla: 


| PARIS, Thursday. 
, PAUL REYNAUD, the last Premier of the Third HepRD is, ties tole sige talons 


that he would be one of the principal witnesses for the rosecu 
the Petain trial. ‘“ , _ a 


When I asked him which of the two, Petain and Laval, was, in his 


opinion, the more guilty, he replied, “ Petain, of course.” 
_“] have many interesting © - 

facts to reveal about the 

Marshal,” he said. 


“Petain was the one who 
plotted the whole conspiracy 
against. the Republican 
regime. Laval, a_ twister, 
saw his opportunity. x 

“If you weré a juryman at 
the High Court, how would 
you. sgeritence Petain and 
Laval? a 4 asked. 

“TI wo most.certainly give 
them both - ey eg The 
most “guilty menand I will 
prove it from documents in 
hand—are Petajn.and Weygand. 

“T have just ‘arnt that Wey- 

gand has beefi placed under 
arrest. He was with me as a 
deportee in Germany. I never 
said a word to him. I used to 
salute Mme. Weygand—not him. 
Three groups 

“In our Nazi prison we formed 
three groups: No. 1, Weygand 
and the notorious Col. de la 
Rocque, who were .always. to- 
gether ; No. 2, Leon Jouhaux, of 
the C.G.T., who was a strong re- 
sister but hardly Gaullist; and 
No. 3, Gen. Gamelin—whom I 
sacked in May, 1940, to give his 
post to Weygand, I am sorry 7 
ee ee = 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Z. 
F 
ir 
> 
LJ 
a 
O 
rae 
O 
z 
L 
- 
O 
z 


> - , a * 
« if + Yes we 5 ee a ea b tow - b - 
4 5 ‘ ay of *| Re er ae + : - 
i * a. i e 3 Ne ag: oe ' 
et a % } . . q 4 + . 
© BAAS - Wis 
- , te een "4 ‘s ” . 4 . 


o > 
ee wis 

; 

ne 


“* F : ees oO 
rie : ; ¥ Be a AS KG 
: : 2 ’ ,*# _™s 4 ~ af - 4% ’ 
nl : ; - 8 a, ae: 
é i 


et te 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Se oo << 


said a. word to him. 


salute Mme. Weygand—not him. 
A tle “ha a? Ria. & ft iwofte ~ 


| Three groups 


) In our Nazi prison we formed : 
| pa. groups: No. 1, Weygand 
! a the notorious Col. de la Le O Soe 

| ocque, who were always to- 

: gether ; No. 2, Leon Jouhaux, of h.. = y 

| the C.G.T., who was a strong re- ar, ane ps" ef, 

| sister but hardly Gaullist; and 


| No. 3, Gen. Gamelin—whom I _— g 
| sacked in May, 1940, to give his (Arn goencr t ins 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


| inet as a simple figure-head, ‘ 
| caevitee well that he was no good _ \; 

. ao a ar ote” that he was oe 
| ense 

| Reynau yee ercd that it was ) 
| Petain who “debauched” Admiral “ry 
| — i happened pened at ere ; hg . 

: on e on amous 3: Ree 

| June 11, 1940, when Me cr urchill Ee . 
| came to see us at my —— 


| Petain’s - game 4, , el athletes 


“Petain, who wanted to put an 
| end to the war and had Weygand | 
: and most of the generals in his 
| game, went to the H.Q. at Briard, 
where we were to have a con- 
| ference with Churchill. 
| “ He took Darlan with him in his 
| car. On the way, he told the 
| Admiral, who, up to a Bacon had 
| always supported m 


| views _and | 
gave me his word of yp Aen that if’ 
anything wrong happened he would ALY f 
himself take the French Fleet to 

Britain, that the war was over. 

definitely over as far as France was 


concetned and that, the country , 
regime, add Worg & hue 


must be give 2. anotne 

ing, ‘I am wae 
| mation ot 
France,’ 
shoulder— I : 
be th 


me er 


Wye 
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MAY 1945 f° 


Has had request from Australian official War 
Historian who has noted newspaper reports on the trial 
: General Dentz, for the General's statement of defence 
oi Speaipht so for fairly full record of the evidence given at | 
als ithis trial and the trials of other French Commanders who 
ere in Syria. Asks whether material can be obtained 
from Paris. 


Z 


(Minutes.,) 
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Offices of the War cabinet © is 


WHITEHALL 8422 WHITEHALL, 
Lonoon, S.W. I. 


CommonweactH or Austratia. 
DeraARTMENT OF ExterRNaAt Arrairs. 12th May 192.5. 


lean fluc 


IT have had a letter from the Australian 
Official War Historian who has noted with interest the 
newspaper reports on the trial of General Dentz in 
Paris. These included a report that General Dentz 
took five hours to make his statement of defence. 


The War Historian would be very interested to 
see this statement if possible because of the important 
part played by the Australian Forces in the Syrian 
Campaign. He asks whether it would be possible to get 
a fairly full record of the evidence given at this trial 
and the trials of any other French Commanders who were in 
Syria. 


Do you think this material could be obtained 
from Paris? 
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R. L. Speaight Esqa., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W. l. 


: 
| 
P? MAY IMAG | 


.", 


QUT mLe 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.2._ 
May 16th 1946, 


Thank you for your letter of 
May 12th about the interest of the 
Australian official war historien 
in the trial ofGeneral Dentz. 


I have asked the Paris Embassy 
if they ean obtain for yourthe 
necessary material. 


(R.L.Speaight ) 


Alfred ¢tirling Zsq. . 


P.W.38. Ye Scarjett Esa. ». 


~ & 
s* 


C6120 fags, QUT MILE 


% 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.2. 


Alfred Stirling tells me that 
the Australian official war historian 
has taken an interest in General 
Dents*s trial on account of the 
important part played by Australien 
forees in the Syrian campaign. He 
has seen in the newspaper reports 
that Dents took five hours to make 
his statement of defenee, and he 
would like if possible to obtain 
e@ fairly full reeord of this state- 
ment, and of any other evidence given 
at Dentz*s trial or at the trials 
of other Freneh commanders in Syria -~ 
if any such have been held. ) 


Can you help et all? 


(R.L.Speaight ) 


» Embassy, 


Bane eanke 
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(Z 6130/255/17) 


Da, eis 
I enclose a copy of a 


self-explanatory letter I have 
had from Alfred Stirling. 


4 We should be grateful for 


any further information you can 
send us about Dents" trial over 
and above what we have already 
had from you. 


P. W.8.Y.- Scarlett, Esq- , 
Paris. 


Gases es: 
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“This is now beds dealt with 
Anstralian Legation". 
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| george Encloses letter from a constituent, Mrs. | 
P.-66 '% McNairney, attaching letter from Monsieur Carnot, | 
E* pe State regarding the arrest of Frank Lytée, the former's 
. | op brother-in-law, by the French authorities, and asking 
| i in se i his release. 
D 46th May for assistance in curing | | 
Received } | fi 
amin Registry hoe nd May 1945 3 
Z: rance 
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May 10 - 1945. 


1 Roman Camp, 


Mr. Mathers. Broxburn. 


Deer Sif, 


here 1 am again, enclosed, I have »out.a 
letter I received on Tuesday, will you please 
tell me, what to do with it or about it, I wrote 
my brother in law, about two month ago, and got 
it returned, and told not to mention any war 
news. I had told him of my losing Cyril R.I.p. 
however I wrote again, and this is the answer, 
and I dont know any of the people init, to let 
you understand Frank is an Austrian, but was all 
his days in ChechoSlovaca I am worried about him, 
as he is a good fellow, he will be about /75 now, 
ana wont be able to stand much. Perhaps the 
red cross, might get in touch with him, but lI 
thought it betier to send the letter to you, my 
son has been at home since 50th of April, they sent 
him from Italy to Germany and he only got 7 day, 
but got extra leave with the war situtation, 
this has been a great week, but a sad one for me, 
and millions more poor mothers like me, but Gods 
Will be done. It might have been worse, but no 
one but me know what I have lost, I hope Mrs. 
Mathers and her mother are well and trusting 
you can help me in this case. 1 always seem to apply 
for help to you, I did not like to bother you 
about the Lord Northampton case, as 1 knew you 
had plenty to do in Parliament just now, but will 
let you Know soon, so 


I remain sincerely yours 
(Sgd) Mary McNairney. 
P.S. My son is looking grand but has not a 


stitch of clothes to fit him, he goes of tomorrow 
again but I wont worry this time. (Intld) M. MeN. 


Co 
( 8. 55/17) 


28th April 1945. 


Mistress, 


I have received today your letter for Frank 
Lytée. I am the regular successor of Lytée in the 
perfumery of St. Honoré Street, and a friend of 
him. lytée is in life, but not in liberty, in 
Blois, (Loire and Cher). Bad people make him 
very bad things, and he is very sory. Make 
something for him. Make haste. It is necessary 
to say that Lytée is not a friend of German, | 
but all the contrary. It is necessary to say that 
Lytée is, from always, a good friend of French 
people, and also of England. Lytéé seeks after Marquise 
of Anglesi", actually Mrs. Gilliet. Do you know 
her, and her address? Marquise of Anglesi can 
save Lytée, in saying who is Lytée, and what good 
things he has made for France, and E and. 

Write please to the councellor of Lytée, 
Doctor of Kossecki 
Councellor of the ambassade of 
" checoslovaquie" 
55 Champs Elysees, 
Paris 


Very Sincerely, 


S. FAURE 
CHEMIST 
70 CARNOT STREET 
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with you again, as soon as we have their reply. 
I returm herewith as requested the 


enclosures in your letter. 


NTHONY EDEN. 
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POREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. ws 


ar eh tes Gee i 26th May, 1945. 


Dear Chancery, 


Mr. Ge Mat . the Member of Parliament, 
has asked the Secretary of State to look into the 
following matter, which has been raised with him 
by a constituent, Mrs. McNairney of 1 Roman Cam, 
Broxburn. 


It appears that Mrs. McNairney's brother-in- 
law, a certain Frank Lytée is detained at present 
as a collaborator in Blois (Loire et Cher). 

We enclose a copy of a letter received by Mrs. 
McNairmey which contains all the information we 
have on the subject. 


We should be grateful if you would get 
in touch With the Czechoslovak Mmbassy as 
suggested in the last samtence of the enclosure 
with a view to ascertaining the facts of the 
case. When we know more about the matter, we 
shall consider what further steps if any should 
be taken. 


Yours ever, 


Western Department. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Paris. 


Siwy 
bah bed 
J tig .¢ 
- op 
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eS —<— . ee oe 


tfers to Paris despatch No. 474 of 24th March 
(Z 5320/255/17), imsmits' extract from l'Ambe 
of 17th May giving purge results. 


Recesved | 
in Regisiry {23rd May, 
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* @:; Majesty’ 8 Ambassador at Paris 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.of S.for F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British. ee Embassy. Gr cccccecesess 


Reference to previous correspondence: 
Pho. 47% be F.0. of 24 GUS _ 


- Description of Enclosure. 


' >. 


Name and Date. a Subject. 


Extract from Purge results. 


l'Aube: of 17.5.45. 


34794 28711—1 (8) 
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4 References. I have delayed submission of this paper pending 
- a@ decision about the proposed P.@. on: the 1940 
2-296 6/d s</i7 negotiations with Vichy. The Prime Minister has now 
aSas yt Jaxs /'7 agreed to the P.q. and it is down for Wednesday June 
6th, . . 
The Secretary: of State has already agreed. that, 
if the P.q@. leads to a demand for the publication of 
renee nag should issue a White Paper containing 
the more important exchanges with Vichy during the | 
autumn of 1940. He mentioned the White Paper in his — 
minute to the Prime Minister of May 28th and the Prime 
Minister did not dissent, so the way is clear to go 
(How disposed of.) ahead. The White Paper should in my view contain 
a (1) The exchanges with Vichy via Madrid 
; Ypefote, P-© between September and November 1940 (see 


S (marked with a cross in the attached 
pr Mn mn | print Section B). 


2 Jae (2) The King’s message to Pétain and Pétain’s 
D uff replies (Nos. 24 and 27 in the print 
Pt rr re Section B). 


| ) ‘ fp ' 
fa ‘K (3) Rougier's notes prepared for his meeting 
Nava with General Weygand after his interview { 


fle with the Prime Minister. 
Es va (4) Rougier's letter of December Sth to the 
{ol aval ese Prime Minister and Lord Halifax, and our 
renee telegram to Geneva for Rougier of ! 
November 2lst 1940 (annexes B, C and 
D within). 


7 
4 


These various documents could be put into their proper — 
perspective by a short introductommote. The documents — 
under head 3 are not of the type usu@lly included in 
White Papers, but as Rougher has been making such play 
with them and has doubtless published inaccurate versioni 
in his own book it seems important to have the true 
Next Paper. facts about them made public. | 


Captain McBwen’s question and the agreed answer 


do not mention the publication of documents, The 
4 513 ern vo BORE eet mee 
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_ Secretary of State thinks it likely that this point 

will be raised in a supplementary. As we agreed that 

there would be a positive advantage in publication it 
seems to me in our interests that such a supplementary 
should be asked, and I have suggested on the-P.Q. that 
this should be arranged. Meanwhile I would propose to 
start work on the White Paper straight away. 


The issue of a White Paper will, of course, take 
& little time, and I see no reason why we should await 
it before giving further details to the French Govern 
ment. We must tell the Quai d*°rgay in advance of the 
terms of the question, and it would be useful if they ae 
could at the same time be given the memorandum with S (S) 
its annexes enclosed in Mr. Duff Cooper's letter. 
This covers the grognd very well, and I have only | Si ¢ 
suggested one amendment. lex ‘ KG 


ar is 
There is nothing very new or interesting in the h cr 
appologias by Flandin and Baudouin also enclosed in 
| Mr. Duff Cooper’s letter. The full Flandin document 
adds little to the extract which we had already 
received. The Baudouin document is on similar lines to 
one which we received last December through Mr. 
Bromley’s friends. 


I submit a draft reply to Mr. Duff. Cooper, 
' and telegrams to Paris and Washington about the P.QqQ,, 
| (it seems unnecessary to say anything to Moscow) 
and a letter to the Dominions Office. 


inal 5 
June Srd 1945. 
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You will remember that in my letter to you No. 559/2/,5 of the 20th 
February, I enclosed an extract from a document circulated by Flandin and 
purporting to contain the text, or a full pri, of an alleged agreement 
between His Majesty's Government and the Vichy Gévernment concluded in the 
autum of 1940. As reported in my telegram No. 578 of the 3rd March, the 
essential part of this document was published in "Combat" of the ist March. 
We have now obtained a copy of the full text of Flandin's memorandum and also 
a copy of a long paper by Baudouin defanding his activity as a member of the 
Vichy Government in 1940. Both these documents appear to have been given 
fairly wide circulation. I enclose a copy of the full text of the Flandin 
memorandum, together with a copy of a very useful summary by Tennant of the 
Baudouin document which consists of fifty-four stencilled pages. 


Baudouin's defence does not rely to anything like the same extent as 
Plandin's on the negotiations between His Majesty's Government and the Vichy 
Government in the autmm of 1940, and Baudouin does not mention Rougier at all, 
His document is in the main an attack on the policy of His Majesty's Government 
both before and after the Armistice. It has been sugcested to me that it is 
desirable that we should produce and publish a detailed reply to the Allegations 
in this memorandum, I do not consider that we should enter into any public 
controversy at this stage on the question of Anglo-French relations immediately 
before and after the Armistice. A British official history of the period will 
doubtless be published sooner or later and I hope that some work has already 
been done on its preparation. But I am sure that at present we should leave 
to Frenchmen the task of answering the apologists of Vichy. In this connection 
you may remember that you hold the text of an important work by Reynaud which, 
I understand, futs the action of His Majesty's Government in a very favourable 
light. You may care to consider whether Reynaud should not now be encouraged 
to publish this work as soon as possible. aa 


The position as regards the Flandin document is different. This 
contains a definite allegation that His Majesty's Government concluded an 
agreement with Vichy in the autum of 1940 and purports to give its gist. Il 
think the wide circulation of this story here is doing us definite harm and it 
is highly desirable that some refutation should be published soon, I hope 
therefore that it will be possible to make an early statement in Parliament on 
the lines of the draft answer in your telegram to Washington No. 434/ of the 


30th April. Segcy /? {aL 


At the same time this draft statement while doubtless containing all 
that can be said in the House, is in too brief and general terms to provide’ 
what we need here. Only a detailed refutation of the story in the Flandin 
document point by point will convince those who have read that document, There 
is much to be said for the publication of a White Paper containing the whole or 
the essential parts of the correspondence printed in the document headed 


0.C. Harvey, Esq., 0.B., C.M.G., 
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; "Anglo-French relations, t to December 19,0" which was enclosed in your 

a letter to me No. 2 2766/255/¢@ of the 5th March, You may care to consider 3 
this. If the preparation of a White Paper containing the actual correspondence 

| involves too many complications, we might prepare a document commenting in 
detail on the Flandin story and giving the true facts. This paper might either 
be published or alternatively simply commmicated to the French Government 

for their information, since it seems likely that their archives on the subject 

are far from complete. I enclose for your consideration the first draft of such 

a document. I should be grateful for your comments on it and for your views 

on the whole question of the line which His Majesty's Government should take 

in this matter, It should of course be borne in mind that any document we 

publish or communicate to the French Government might be used by the 

prosecution not only in the case of Pétain, but also in that of Flandin, if he 

is ever brought to trial. 


I have asked Tennant, who will be in London for a week, to discuss 
this question with you from his angle before he returns. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Halifax at Washington. 
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Sur la complicité de trahison en vertu du postulat: Le Gouvernement de 
PETAIN étant le Gouvernement de la trahison, vous 8tes complice de la trahison 
puisque vous avez fait partie du Gouvernement’, 


Je vous ai déja objecté que la trahison du Gouvernement PETAIN devait étre 
prouvée par des faits et que seuls, des faits caractérisés de trahison pendant 
la période ot j'ai été ministre, pourraient servir de base & ume accusation de 
complicité. Il resterait encore A établir que j'aurais connu ces faits, que j' 
aurais participé 4 ces actes de trahison, et que je l'atirais fait soiemment et 
avec l’'intention de les favoriser. Ces faits, ces preuves, ces actes, il 
appartient 4 l'accusation de les produire. Je l'attends depuis plus de treize 
mois et l'accusation, depuis treize mois, reste muette. 


Comme l'accusation n'en pouvait produire aucum et que le scandale de ma 
détention prolengée s‘'aggravait, le Juge d'Instruction d'ALGER m'a signifié le 
14. AoGt 1911, une ordonnance de guspension de l'Instruction, Relisons le texte: 
“Attendu que l'inculpation de trahison retenue contre le prévenu pose la 
question de savoir dans quelles mesures (sic) les fonctions qu'il a remplies 
au sein du Gouvernement de fait de 1l'Etat Frangais et le réle qu'il a joué l1'ont 
fait participer 4 la politique de collaboration suivie par ce Gouvernement, que 
l'information suivie sur ce territoire de l'Empire détaché provisoirement de la 
Metropole n'est pas en mesure de rassembler a cet égard des instruments de 
preuve nécessaires 4 la manifestation de vérité...." 


Postérieurement, le Tribunal d'Armée d'ALGER a 6té dessaisi, d'abord au 
profit du Tribunal Militaire permanent de PARIS, puis au profit d'une Haute Cour 
de Justice, Vous communiquez mon dossier 4 ces avocats. Cing mois ont passé 
et plus de quatre mois depuis la liberation du territdre de la Métropole. Non 
seulement il n'y a dans mon dossier aucum de ces “instruments de preuve" que 
1l* Instruction d'ALGER avouait manquer 4 l'accusation, mais il ne s'y trouve 
aucune piéce nouvelle. 


Quelle devrait done étre la conclusion? Un non-lieu immédiat. L'évidence 
éclate que j'ai eté arrété et maintenu sous mandat de dépdts, sans qu'il y ait 
la moindre charge contre moi, et avec le seul espoir qu'’avec le temps on 
arriverait a en trouver... Mais 13 mois passent et l'on ne trouve rien. 


Alors on ressuscite le postulat: “Le Gouvernement de PETAIN étant le 
Gouvernement de la Trahison, vous 6tes complice de la trahison puisque vous avez 
fait partie du Gouvernement", 


Cette formule n'est pas neuve, c'est une redite, 


En le précisant, je suis amené 4 poser une question troublante. Lorsque 
PUGHEU a été traduit, en Mars 194, devant le Tribunal d'Armée & ALGER, 
l'accusation avait posé une de ces questions 4 peu pres dans les mémes termes 
que semble la poser l'accusation devant la Haute-Cour, Je n'ai pas de libellé 
exact des questions soumises au Tribunal, dans le proces PUCHEU et je ne puis 
que me fier & ma mémoire. Mais il vous sera facile de vous reporter au texte de 
ces questions. Je me souviens que le Commissaire du Gouvernement, dans son 
réquisitoire, avait attiré l'attention du Tribunal d'Armée sur 1l'importance et 
sur la portée de la question relative 4 l'appargenance au Gouvernement de VICHY 
considérée comme un crime d'intelligence avec l'ennemi, Car avait-il précisé 
selon la réponse que donnera le Tribunal, une jurisprudence sera agree qui aura 
ses conséquences sur les procés qui doivent suivre. Or, le Tribunal a repondu 
NON & la question posée. : 


Il n'a pas retenu comme un acte de trahison, d'intelligence avec 1l*ennemi, 
ni dtatteinte & la Sfireté extérieure de l'Etat, le fait pour PUCHEU, d’avoir 
appartenu au Gouvernement PETAIN, PUCHEU a été condammé pour d'autres motifs et — 
pour des actes personnels accomplis dans l'exercice de ses fonctions. ee a 

Vette décision au Tribunal d'Armée fais#it donc jurispmmence, au moins en @@ 
qui concerne le Tribunal devant lequel j'étais moi-méme renvoye. Ainsi, cette’ ae 
prétention, d'ailleurs*insoutenable, de l'accusation s'effondrait aussi bien en ~ 
ce qui me concemait qu'en ce qui concernait mes co-inculpés, anciens membres a 


=) 


du Gouvernement de VICHY. 


Nous sommes en Mars 1944. L'accusation s'évertue donc jusqu'en Aofit & 
rechercher, selon é@es propres termes, des instruments de preuve quant Ama - 
prétendue participation personnelle 4 la politique de collaboration, Elle n'y 
parvient pas: une ordonnance de suspension d'instruction est rendue. 


,  Gtest alors qu'intervennent deux déssaisissements. Ce mot évoque des 
methodes judiciaires que l'on croyait condanmés depuis l'affaire DREYFUS. 
Pourtant, si l'on voulait renouveler ces méthodes, ce déssaississement 
permettrait, devant une autre juridiction qui ne se trouve pas liée par sa 
propre jurisprudence » de reprendre le ‘postulat" que le Tribunal d'Armée d' ALGER 
avait ecarte: 

La question que je pose est donc celle-ci: 
Est-ce pour cela que le dessaisissement a été prononcé? 
Cette reserve faite, j'en viens au postulat lui-méme, 7 
L'accusation affirme: Le Gouvernement du Maréchal PETAIN est le Gouvernement 
de la trahison, Cela n'a que la valeur d'une affirmation. Pourquoi, comment, 
& quelle date le Gouvernement du Maréchal PETAIN est-il devenu le Gouvernement 
de la trahison? Voila ce que l'on ne dit pas et c'est ce qu'il faudrait 
préciser. | 


Si l'on déclare: Le Gouvernement est devenu le Gouvernement de la trahison 
le 8 Novembre 194.2 parce que, & partir de cette date, il n'y avait pas d'armistice 
et qu'il ne pouvait plus y avoir de gouvernement légal, je n'aurai_rien 4 
objecter. Mais je fais observer que ma démission du Gouvernement PRTAIN remonte 
au 8 février’ 19-1. a 


Si l*on/dit: le Gouvernement FETAIN était deja le Gouvernement de la 
trahison en Decembre 194.0 et en Janvier 1941, je réponds: cela est faux et je 
demande sur quoi l'on fonde cette présomption de trahison. Je pourrais et je 
devrais méme attendre que l'accusation ait précise les faits et les actes qui, au 
4, décembre 1940, date ou je suis entré au Gouvernement pour 56 jours, motiveraient 
que c'eut été dans un Gouvernement prétendu de trahison. Je devrais attendre 
gue l'accusation ait rapporté la preuve. : 


Mais je suis tellement impatient de faire, enfin, éclater la verité que 
toutes réserves faites par l'obligation qui incombe 4 l'accusation de rapporter 
ses preuves, je vais discuter, comme sur une hypothese, la question du Gouverne- 
ment PETAIN, gouvernement de collaboration avec l'ennemi, 4 la date ou j'y suis 
entre. 


Gouvernement de collaboration, dit-on, parce que le Maréchal PETAIN autait 
lui-méme proclamé, apres son entretien 4 MONTOIRE avec Hitler, qu'il se proposait 
de pratiquer une politique de collaboration avec 1'Allemagne. 


J'ai déja dit que ce mot de "collaboration" a été inventé par Monsieur Laval 
et ses partisans, J'ai déja précisé que ceux-ci avaient, en effet, le dessin de 
faire participer la FRANCE 4 la victoire tage: qu'ils croyaient assurée, de 
1' Allemagne. | 


Qu'ils aient donc 4 répondre d'actes qui seraient, en effet, de trahison eela 
est justice. Mais est-ce 14 la politique du Maréchal, le 14 decembre 1940 
lorsque j'accepte de devenir son Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres? Im aucune 
maniére. 


Non seulement Monsieur LAVAL a été chassé par le Maréchal parce que Monsieur ~ 
Laval voulait l'entrainer dans une politique qui, 4 l'époque, n'était pas la 
sienne, mais postérieurement & MONTOIRE, le Maréchal a choisi et defini une tout 
autre politique. Cette politique, & l'égard de l'allemagne, se dimite a 1’ execu- 
tion pure et simple de conditions de l'Armistice, Je me suis dé ja refere a un 
échange de lettres entre le Président ROOSEVELT et le Marechal Petain, qui le 


précise. 
Je me réfere aujourd'hui 4 un autre document au sujet oe: j'avais 


jusqu’ ici gardé le silence pour des raisons qui sont faciles comprendre , 
documents dont vous allez mesurer vous-p8me 1'importance capitale. 
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, Avant de révéler le contenu de ce document, je dois faire un court exposé 
historique, ‘ | 


les 24 et 26 Octobre 1940, un envoyé du Maréchal Pétain était recu & LONDRES ~ 
par Mr. Winston CHURCHILL, I1 était porteur d'assurances, de propositions et de — 
demandes du Gouvernement Frangais, Aprés une confrontation des points de vues 
britannique et frangais, les résultats acquis furent consignés dans un texte 
dactylographié, rédigé dans le Cabinet de M, STRANG au Foreign Office, en date du 
28 Octobre 194.0, texte qui fut soumis aux corrections et.& l' approbation du 
premier Ministre. Le Maréchal PETAIN recut communication du texte des projets 
d'accord, accompagné d'um mémoire, le 10 Novembre 1940. Ils furent batiriés le 
11 novembre par lui selon la procédure qui avait été convenue d'avance et 
l'intermédiaire de notre poste diplomatique de MADRID. Ils furent confimmes, 
aprés la ratification du Maréchal PERTAIN par un télégranme du Foreign Office en 
date du 21 novembre, sous couvert du Consul Général de Grande Bretagne 4 GENEVE. 


Je fais observer que toutes ces dates sont postérieures & MONTOIRE, 
Et voici maintenant le contenu de ces accords: 


ENGAGEMENTS DE LA GRANDE BRETASNE A L'EGARD DE LA FRANCE: 


a) La Grande-Bretagne rétablira dans son intégrité et sa souveraineté la 
FRANCE, si elle ne fait rien pour aider la victoire des totalitaires, et 
& fortiori, si elle contribue 4 la victoire britannique. 


b) Au cas ot le Gouvernement Frangais céderait des bases aériennes et navales 


aux totalitaires, la Grande-Bretagne ne repondrait plus du sort futur de 
la France et de son Empire. 


ATTENTION AU BLOCUS: 


4) Le Gouvernement Britannique assimilera 4 du cabotage que ne tombe pas sous 
le blocus, le transport des denrées coloniales de DAKAR, de CASABLANCA, et 
des ports Nord-Africains aux ports de Provence. 


2) Le Gouvernement anglais enverra & MADRID wm expert économique qui s'entendra 
avec un expert économique Francais au sujet d'échanges éventuels avec le 
MAROC, 


ACCORD SUR LE STATUT DES COLONIES FRANCAISES DENEUREES FIDELES A VICHY: 


1) Le Gouvernement Anglais s'engage 4 ne plus chercher 4 prendre par la force 
ou & débaucher par la propagande les colonies frangaises demeurées flideles 
au Gouvernement de VICHY, 


2) Toute agression anglaise contre les colonies Frangaises sera repoussée par 
les armes pour éviter la défense conjointe par l'axe des dites colonies, ce 
qui équivaudrait 4 céder 4 1'Axe des colonies frangaises et leurs bases, 


ACCORD SUR LA RADIO: 


4) La radio britannique s‘abstiendra de toute critique 4 l'égard de la personne 
du Chef de 1'Etat frangais, le Maréchal PETAIN, 


ENGAGEMENTS DE LA FRANCE CONCERNANT LES COLONIES ET LES BASES: 


1) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage % ne pas chercher & reprendre par la force 
les colonies passees a de GAULLE, 


2) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage 4 ne céder 4 l'Axe ni les ports de 
Provence, ni les bases de l'Afrique du Nord, du Maroc et de 1* Afrique 
Occidentale. : | 


uvernement frangais remettre l1'Empire dans la guerre le jour ot les — 
et les alliés éventuels auront fait la preuve de leur force, seront 
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actuellement de mmitions, de 
chars, et de moyens de locomotion. 


ENG, SPECIAL LA FLOPTE: 


Le Gouvernement frangais, conformément aux assurances solonnelles qu'il a ° 
déja données 4 plusiemrs reprises au Gouvernement britannique s'engage & 
saborder les Unités de sa flotte plut8t que de les laisser tomber aux mains 
des allemands et des italiens. Des ordres amnulant tous les ordres . 
ultériev&s ont été donnés 4 tous les Commandants dans ce sens, 


Est-ce mm gouvernement qui collabora avec l1'Allemagne, celui qui vient de 
prendre l'engagement de remettre la France dans la guerre:le jour ott en Afrique 
du Nord, les Alliés se présenteraient en force, celui qui a donné effectivement 
mission au Général WEYGAND de préparer les cadres d'une armée coloniale de 
libération en Afrique du Nord et en Afrique Occidentale? 


On dira: le Gouvernement de VICHY a donc suivi, dans le temps deux 
politiques, la politique de M, LAVAL qui était celle de la collaboration et la 
politique des accords franco-britanniques et franco-américains qui était cella de 
la résistance, celle de la rentrée de 1'Empire dans la guerre? C'est bien 
possible, car les chosés ne sont pas simples sous la botte de 1'ennemi., 


Mais un fait est établi, le 15 décembre 1940, le Maréchal avait momentanément 
répudié la politique de M, Laval qui n'était pas dans le secret des accords de 
LONDRES. Je ne suis donc pas entré, le 14. décembre 1940 dans un gouvernement 
de trahison, mais dans um gouvernement oW je pouvais mener, et ou j'ai mené une 
politique de résistance 4 cette &poque peut tre plus difficile et plus 
périlleuse 4 pratiquer en FRANCE qu'aé 1'étranger. 


Et je veux ajouter ces précisions: les négociations économiques prévues 
par les accords de LONDRES commencerent effectivement 4 MADRID sous mon ministére 
et se terminerent par les accords connus sous le nom d'accords Ecoles-Marchal. 
Ils devaient 6tre suivis d'accords franco-Hméricains négociés a WASHINGTON. 


L'expedition du TCHAD projetée, comme je l'ai dit, par Monsieur Laval n'eut 
yas lieu et futrendue impossible, 


Le cabotage France-Afrique du Nord et France-Afrique Occidentale comuenga, 


A mon départ, le Général WEYGAND travaillait 4 plein & la réorganisation 
militaire de l'Afrique du Nord; il n'y avait pas un allemand 4 DAKAR. 


Vous conclurez: 


Peut-<@tre comprendrez-vous mieux d'tum point de vue général, pour qui les 
allemands refuserent de me reconnaitre comme Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, 
pourquoi 1'Amiral LEAHY arriva 4 VICHY en Décembre 1940, accrédités comme 
Ambassadeur des Etats-Unis, pourquoi M, MURPHY, délégué du Président ROOSEVELT en 
Afrique du Nord regut toutes facilités pour y exercer sa mission qui consistait 
en fait & préparer le future débarquement des Alliés, pourquoi le Général WEYGAND 
plus tard, dut quitter 1' Afrique smcrak du Nord sous la pression des Allemands, 
pourquoi 1'ArmSe d'Afrique se rallia immédiatement aux Alliés apres leur 
débarquement le 8 Novembre 194.2, pourquoi la flotte se saborda a TOULON. 


En ce qui touche mon activité non officielle, cela vous expliquera pourquoi 
dés Mai 1941 je préparais mon repli en Afrique du Nord par l'acquisition da’ 
intéréts dans des propriétés fonciéres en ALGERIE, pourquoi je m'y trouvais fin 
Octobre 1942, pourquoi j'y conférais avec M, MURPHY précisément le 7 Novembre ~ 
1942, pourquoi je remis au Capitaine R, CHURCHILL 4 sa demande et pour le Premier. 
Ministre, en Mars 1943 un “mémorandum sur la situation actuelle et future de la 
France", pourquoi je peux me réclamer d'avoir été un des premiers et des plus 
effectifs parmi les résistants sur territoire frangais 4 une période ou la 
Résistance était wm élan patriotique individuel et ne tendait pas encore 4 
devenir un mouvement politique organisé. 


La Justice me jugera, mais 1*Histoire jugera la Justice. Si demain je reste 
embastillé, l'opprobre ne sera pas pour le prisonnier, | q 


‘ ‘ 


COPY 


To:, Head of Chancery, From; Mr. Tennant, 


The following is a summary of a 54<page stencilled document compiled by 
Paul Baudottin in defence of his policy against accusations of his critics: 


Précis of Paul Baudottin's defence dated February 1955 


The document falls into three parts: 
(1) L'Armistice fut-il un crime contre la Patrie? 
(2) L'Indochine a-t-elle été livrée en juin 194.0 aux Japonais? 


(3) Est-il permis d'accuser indistinctement de trahison tous les hommes qui 
de mai 40 & septembre 4 eurent affaire avec le difficile gouvernement d'une 
nation vaincue et opprimée par son vainquemr? 


Baudouin was Vichy Minister for Foreign Affairs. from the Armistice till 
just after Montoire, when he declares that he handed in his resignation as a 
protest against the policy of collaboration. His defence is based on notes taken 
during meetings of the Government with Paul Reynaud in the chair, and also at 
Councils of Ministers before and after the Armistice, They are also based on the 
Supreme Inter-Allied Councils of May 3ist and Jume 13th, 1940. In 1941 he col- 
lected all these notes for a book entitled MON TEMOIGNAGE, which is to appear if 
and when possible, His REFLEXIONS SUR L'ARMISTICE were written in December 1943. 
His notes on the Franco-Japanese negotiations of the summer of 1940 were written 
in February 1944, and in September 19/1. were handed to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and the Minister for Colonies, The third section of his defence is a 
reply to Kammerer's book LA VERITE SUR L' ARMISTICE, 


REFLEXIONS SUR L'ARMESTICE - Baudouin declares that he left Vichy in January | 
1941 in face of collaborationist policy. His first section deals with the military 
point of view of the French on the fateful June 16th, 1940. On June 12th Weygand 
had told the French Government the need for an armistice in view of the chaotic 
situation and the impossibility of procuring effective Allied aid. On Jume 11th 
Mr, Churchill had been told of the situation by Weygand and General Georges, but 
refused to send fighters from the Home Defence of Britain to aid the French as at 
the time of Dunkirk. Baudouin states that the British were already convinced on 
May 20th that the French situation was hopeless and that all aid was futile. He 
stresses the fact that the French army in France was completely defeated, and the 
armies in North Africa and Syria were so depleted that they were only symbolical, 
He declares that the French fleet had to stand by and was unable to help. The 
main reasons for concluding the Armistice were the need to save manpower and 
equipment for future action, and to avoid the Germans’ taking some 4,000,000 
prisoners. He devotes another section to the internal point of view, describing 
the state of disaster and disorganisation in the population, administration and 
public services. Another section deals with publications for the future, The 
following considerations were important in deciding to sign the Armistice of June 


ck.th: 


Baudouin, who always links his views with those of Weygand, stresses the need © 
to save the French Empire and thereby prepare to resume hostilities. He stresses 
the importance of preserving French North Africa as a base, subsequently | 
justified by the Allied landings in 1942, so that arms could be taken up there at — 
a future date. It was considered necessary for the Government to remain in France — 
in order to re-establish order and to avoid chaos arising out of enemy government ~ 
and the bitterness which would result in the French population from the Government - 
deserting the country and refusing to accept responsibility for the disaster. : 
Reynaud refused the idea of an armistice proposed by Weygand at Tours on June 12th. 
On June 15th at Bordeaux the Council of Ministers agreed with President Lebrun 
for capitulation. There was a general fear at the time that the Germans would 
yass through Spain to Tangier and attack North Africa if France was totally 
occupied and the whole army were taken prisoner. On June 15th, Darlan declared _ 
that Allied naval forces at Gibraltar would be unable to prevent the Germans’ 
crossing the Straits if they had, as they would have, adequate air cover. 4 
General Koeltz was flown to see Nogues in North Africa, and returned in less than ~ 
twenty-four hours with the report of an entirely hopeless military situation if 
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the Germans were to use Spanish Morocco as a base, Nogues apparently considered 
the ‘possibility of invading Spanish Morocco, but this idea was written off as it 
would have meant immediate Spanish participation in the war. Great Britain was 
incapable of sending any assistance at the time, Later it proved that the 
Germans greatly regretted they had not proceeded to North Africa, and he quotes 
a conversation between General Huntziger of the Wiesbaden Armistice Commission 
and General Stulpnagel, and later in September a conversation Baudouin himself 
had with Abetz, Reynaud suggested that Weygand should accept full responsibility 
for military capitulation while the Government left the country to continue the 
fight. Weygand, who had only: arrived from Syria a month before, refused to 
accept complete responsibility for the situation and insisted that the Government 
should accept this responsibility and negotiate the Armistice, On June 13th at 
Tours Baudouin, as Reynaud's Secretary, saw Churchill, Halifax and Beaverbrook, 
Reynaud advanced a plea for the French Government to be released from the 
undertakings of March not to sign a separate peace, on the understanding that the 
French would do everything in their power after signing the Armistice to assist 
Britain, Reynaud put this question to Churchill, who replied with tears in his 
eyes: "Nous ne ferons pas de récrimination dans we pareille hypothése, La 
Grande=Bretagne restaurera la France dans tous les CaS, dans s& puissance et sa 
grandeur, que lle qu'ait été l'attitude de la France aprés sa défaite, La Grande- 
Bretagne chérira toujours la France", Later Mr. Churchill stated that these 
views of his were confirmed by the Cabinet. On June 16th, however, Churchill's 
views were modified by a telegram from Lord Halifax handed to Reynaud by Sir 
Ronald Campbell, stating that provided the French fleet went to British ports the 
British Government would agree to the French Government investigating the 
possibilities of an armistice, The question of the French fleet was responsible 
for this change of attitude. The French Government, however, said they must 
retain’ the fleet as a bargaining counter with the Germans, but the British never 
believed the French promise never to hand the fleet over to the Germans. Baudoutin 
points here to the action at Toulon on November 2/th 1942, when the fleet was \ 
scuttled to avoid capture by the Germans, which confirmed the loyalty of the 
French towards their British Allies, 


On June 16th at 11 p.wm. the decision was made to ask for an armistice in the 
Conseil des Ministres under Lebrun with the new Pétain Government, 


Baudouin then devotes a section to Vichy policy, Firstly he deals with 
relations with Germany, stressing the determination of Vichy to resist all German 
encroachments on the armistice terms, On July 16th, Huentziger brought a letter 
from Hitler to Pétain demanding eight air bases in Morocco, the use of French 
Mediterranean North African ports, and French merchant tonnage to transport 
personnel to North Africa. On July 17th, Pétain refused and alluded to France 
having sealed with her blood her word of honour to Germany by the action at Mers 
el Kebir. Baudouin here digresses to produce another instance of Vichy sternness 
when in May 1941 Weygand, then in North Africa, refused to allow the ratification 
of Darlan's promise at Berchtesgaden to hand over Bizerta to the Germans. On 
August 4th, 1940, an agreement was reached between Baudouin, Darlan and Pétain 
that Darlan would go and take command in North Africa with the fleet if the 
Germans were to invade Vichy. Pétain with his usual caution, though agreeing did 
not commit himself to paper. In September 191.0, Weygand was sent to take command 
in North Africa, and Baudouin complains that he was now left alone to watch the 
Gecline of the Vichy resistance policy, which came to an end in October 1940 with 
the collaboration policy begun at Montoire, This was the culmination of a 
number of secret negotiations between Hitler and Laval, and Baudouin resigned on 


Pétain's s return. 


He devotes a section to the "relévement du pays tombé", describing how in — | 
4940 arms were hidden all over Vichy-France from the Germans, how North Africa was 4 
saved from German encroachments and men were sent to reinforce the troops in 


North Africa, 


A third section deals with relations with Great Britain, and this is the most | 
important one from our point of view, He declares that Vichy made an ne dee : 
attempt from June 13th onwards to pursue Reynaud's policy of signing the Armi 


‘year. When on June 16th the British proposal for a political union was : “ 
‘made a considerable impression but it was considered inappropriate at the 
what was required from the British then was not term ees bat 

immed: ate assistance for. alleviating the distress of ‘the’ “hour. C 
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the unfortunate incidents of Mers el Kebir on July 3rd, and another incident 

of July 6th which I cannot identify, He may be alluding to the French 

initiative in breaking diplomatic relations with Great Britain, or the first 

air attack on Gibralter of July 5th, or he may be alluding to our air attack 

on the RICHELIEU on July Sth, Nevertheless, he again stresses the stupidity of 

the British in not believing in the good faith of their French Allies as far as 

the fleet was concerned, a good faith which was proved two years later at Toulon, 
He then refers to Mr. Churchill's insulting speech which offended Pétain on 

August 20th, and which Baudouin was himself forced to answer on August 22nd with 
some "paroles de reppoche" as he mildly terms his views, He states that he did 
this in order to save time and stave off the violent anglophobe campaign which 

was being run by Laval and had infected Darlan. He complains that Vichy goodwill — 
was continually met with British misunderstanding and that the B.B.C, never failed 
to misunderstand the French situation and hurt the susceptibilities of Britain's 
Allies in France, He then indulges in a curious eulogy of de Gaulle whom he 
praises and says: "Cette noble attitude complétait 4 l'extérieur l'action 

défensive intérieur du gouvernement du Maréchal, car l'intérét de la France 
présentait deux faces et son honneur deux formes". He says nothing of his wild 
reproaches against de Gaulle at the time, but nevertheless refers to the unfortu- 
nate situation which apose out of de Gaulle's action in splitting the French 
rather than unifying them. He indulges in a severe attack on Sir Ronald Campbell, 
who he said left Bordeaux for Ingland on June 22nd and broke off diplomatic 
relations without receiving instructions from London to do so, A telegram which 
Baudouin received from Lord Halifax in July confirmed that Sir Ronald Campbell had 
only received instructions not to allow himself to fall into enemy hands. At the 
end of June Baudouin sent a mission of two representatives to Lisbon in order to 
proceed to London and begin conversations with the Foreign Office, London, however, 
refused to receive them and they never went further than Lisbon. He refers toa 
direct exchange of views in July, and in August and in September to the 

indirect liaison set up through the Vichy and British Ambassadors in Madrid. He 
comments, however: "Mais le Gouvernement britannique n'accepta que du bout des 
levres d'engager cette conversation", At the end of September came the Dakar 
incident which, he comments, would have meant the German occupation of North 
Africa if -the British operation had been successful. He claims that a new approach 
was made to London a few days later: “Nous demandions a Londres d'écarter tout 
élément passionnel, de se placer sur le terrain des réalités pour éviter des 
inciderits dont 1'Allemagne ne pouvait que se réjouir. Nous lui expliquions comment 
nous nous efforcions de considerer des armements sous le prétexte de deéefendre 
l'intégrité de notre empire colonial. Nous lui fimes remarquer que nous étions 
mieux & méme que l'Angleterre pour apprécier les chances de succés et l'opportunité 
du passage en dissidence de telle ou telle colonie", He does not mention a word 
of Rougier. He then concludes by saying that all his efforts to come into contact 
with Britain were sabotaged by Laval becoming Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 
summing up he defends early Vichy policy as having greatly contributed to the 
final-winning of the war, and says that the Germans lost the war in the west for 
two reasons: firstly because they did not invade England immediately in the summer | 
of 1940, and secondly because they left the French in charge in North Africa. 


The two remaining sections of his plaidoirie are only of transient interest 
to us. Speaking of the Franco-Japanese crisis in the summer of 1940, he begins by | 
attacking Catroux for having come to terms with the Japanese in June and then tails 
off by more or less exculpating him, He relates how Vichy received a telegram — 
ffom Catroux on June 25th atating how he on his owm authority had finally decided 
to cut off supplies to the Chinese in Yunnan, and how he had admitted a Japanese 
mission under Nishihara to Tonkin. It was immediately decided to replace Catroux 
by Decoux, to maintain a firm attitude and to negotiate between Tokio and Vichy 
direct and not locally in Indo-China. He reports on Jue 19th Sumer Welles told 
St. Quentin at Washington that the United States could do nothing if the Japanese 
invaded Indo-China. He relates the conflict between Catroux and Decoux, and how 
finally they received a report on July 27th,to the effect that Decoux had been 
. installed and Catroux had gone to Singapore. The British Commander in Singapore 
replied to an appeal from Catroux for help on June 23rd with the words: “Tenez bon, 
mais nous ne pouvons rien pour vous", A mission was sent to the United States to — 
buy arms for the equipment of the forces in Indo-China, The mission remained there 
for several months, and failed entirely to negotiate any purchase, succeeding only © 
in preventing the delivery of two squadrons of bombers to the Siamese, He refers — 
to a Franco-British military conference in June and July 1939 at Singapore, where — 
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the ‘British asked the French what help they could give in the defence of 
Singapore, while the French in their turn were asking what help could be given 
by the British to Indo-China, arguing that Indo-China was the outpost and that 
the outpost could not be asked to come to the succour of the citadel, Finally 
in September 1940 the French came to terms with the Japanese and granted their 


| demands, when they were convinced that persistence without British or American 
: help was of no avail. 


The last section of his plaidoirie is a defence of .his actions which have 
been strongly attacked in A, Kammerer's book LA VERITES SUR’ L'ARMISTICE, He 
accuses the author of inaccuracy and pretentiousness, and states that his title 
as “Ambassadeur de France" hardly is appropriate for an obscure diplomat who 
retired in 1936. He attempts to disprove point by point numerous allegations 
regarding discussions at certain meetings, continually harping on the fact that 
Kammerer could not know what had taken place as he was not there, and his only 
source of information is the Vichy archives preserved at Quai d'Orsay which are 
incomplete because the Germans probably destroyed or took away the majority of 
the material. 


Baudouin's attacks on Britain are in many ways much less dangerous than 
Flandin's because they are less specific, Nevertheless I feel strongly that 
unless we are prepared to produce some form of counter-argument point by point to 
all these allegations made against us, a general démenti will not have the desired 
effect and most Frenchmen will still believe that we are attempting to conceal 
something. While a general démenti in answer to a P.Q. is possibly sufficient 
for the moment, I think that we should not delay in producing chapter and verse 
on the subject of our relations with Vichy, either in an official statement with 
documents selected from our records of the period, or else in the form of a White 
Paper or turnover article in THE TIMES, If we remain silent we shall merely be 
suspected of complicity with Pétain, and if we speak in some form aor other, giving 
rational arguments for our actions, we shall satisfy our friends and confound our 
enemies in France without, I feel, being accused of any interference in internal 
French affairs. It seems to be a matter which might very well be discussed with 
the French regarding the method and form of appropriate action by us. It is 
guite probable that the present Government has no access to a number of documents 
from the summer of 1940 which are in our own records, and there seems to be no 
reason why they should not have them placed at our disposal as the only conclusions 
which can be drawn from them are that we acted thoroughly honestly. 


(Sed) P.F.Tennant. 


4th May, 1945. 


DRAPT MEMORANDUM 


The attention of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom has been 
drawn to the story published in the Paris newspaper "Combat" on the 1st March 
that His Majesty's Government concluded an agreement with the Vichy Government 
in the autumn of 1940, The text of a summary of this alleged agreement is 
contained in Annex A, ‘In a document in which this summary has been circulated, 
it is stated that on the 24th and 26th October 1940, Mr. Winston Churchill 
received a representative of Marshal Pétain who brought assurances, proposals and 
requests from the Vichy Government. The document adds that as the result of 
these discussions in London, a draft agreement was drawn up in the office of Mr. 
Strang in the Foreign Office on the 28th October 1940: and that this text was 
submitted for correction and approval to the Prime Minister: that the text 
was commmicated to Marshal Pétain on the 10th October and ratified by him on 
the 11th by procedure agree@ in advance through the Vichy Embassy at Madrid: 
and that the agreement was ratified by the Foreign Office by means of a telegram 
addressed on the 21st November to the British Consul at Geneva. 


This document gives an entirely inaccurate account of the negotiations 
between His Majesty's Government and the Vichy Government in the autumm of 1940 
and of the mission to London of Marshal Pétain's emissary, Monsieur Rougier. 
The true story is that after the withdrawal of the French Ambassador from 
London in July 1940, His Majesty's Government sought to maintain contact with 
Marshal Péetain and his Ministers through less direct channels in the hope of 
encouraging them to keep up a maximum of passive resistance to the enemy. To 
this end a series of messages were exchanged with the Vichy administration 
during the autumm of 1940 through the British and French representatives at 
Madrid, The object of the exchanges was to obtain assurances from Vichy that 
they would not surrender the French fleet to the Germans, allow the Germans 
to obtain control of French overseas territory, or themselves attack the French 
colonies which had rallied to General de Gaulle, His Majesty's Government 
explained that, if such assurances were forthcoming, they would be prepared to 
negotiate a modus vivendi whereby limited trade would be permitted through the 
blockade between Metropolitan France and the African territories under Vichy 
control. In the event nothing came of these proposals, The replies to His 
Majesty's Government's approaches were unsatisfactory and it soon became clearg 
that Vichy was too much under German influence to be able to give adequate 
assurances on the points in question, or to carry them out if given. lm 
October 1940 Monsieur Rougier who represented himself as acting on the personal 
instructions of Marshal Petain got in touch with the British authorities and 
was brought to London where he saw the Prime Minister and the then Foreign 
Secretary, Lord Halifax. He did not however bring to London any detailed 
proposals from the Vichy Government and he commmicated no document to His 
Majesty's Government. The object of his mission seems to have been primarily 
to gauge the state of opinion in Great Britain and the prospects of continued 
British resistance to the Knemy. 


No text embodying a draft agreement between His Majesty's Government and 
the Vichy Government was drawn up diiring Monsieur Rougier's visit to London or 
commmicated at any time by His Majesty's Government to the Vichy Government, 
The discussions with Monsieur Rougier were directed not twwards the conclusion 
of an agreement with the Vichy Government but towards encouraging General 
Weygand to go into open resistance in French North Africa. This is perfectly 
clear from the only document drawn up and communicated to the Foreign Office by 
Monsieur Rougier during his visit, the text of which, with additions by Mr, S 
and Lord Halifax (not by the Prime Minister) is contained in Annex B, While 
His Majesty's Government were aware that it was Monsieur Rougier's intention 
to visit Vichy after seeing General Weygand, he was not given any message 
of any kind for Marshal Pétain or any mandate to 
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negotiate with the latter on behalf of His Majesty's Government. It is true 
that on the 5th December 1940 Monsieur Rougier addressed to the Prime Minister 
and Lord Halifax from Lisbon a letter, the text, of which i's contained in Annex 
C. in which he stated that he had seen Marshal Pétain and gave what purported 
to be three assurances which the latter wished to be commmicated to His 
Majesty's Government, No commmication purporting to contain Marshal Pétain's 
ratification of the draft agreement with His Majesty's Government was received 
through the Vichy Embassy in Madrid. Indéed, the commmication actually given 
by the French Chargé d'Affaires at Madrid to His Majesty's Ambassador there on 
the 11th November 1940 was regarded by His Majesty's Government as a most 
disappointing document and the negotiations which had been proceeding in Madrid 
Since September 194.0 came to an end before the end of the year without any 
concrete result, Finally, it is not true that the telegram sent to His Majesty's 
Consul at Geneva on the 21st November contained His Majesty's Government's 
ratification of the alleged draft agreement with the Vichy Government, The 
telegram in question, the text of which is contained in Amex D, merely 
summarised for the information of Monsieur Rougier the results of the abortive 
negotiations pursued in Madrid between September and November 19/,0, 


The true position as regards the various heads of the alleged agreement 
contained in Annex A is as follows: 


(a) “Engagements de la Grande Bretagne & l'égard de la France", 


It is true that His Majesty's Government informed both the Vichy Government 
(through the Vichy Embassy in Madrid) and Monsieur Rougier that Great Britain 
would re-establish France in her integrity and sovereignty if she did nothing 
to aid the victory of the totalitarian powers, and a fortiori if she contributed 
to British victory. This is indeed no more than a re-statement of the repeated 
public declarations of the policy of His Majesty's Government. 


“ 


(bo) "Attention au Blocus", 


It is true that His Majesty's Government informed the Vichy Government 
through the Vichy Embassy at Madrid that they. would be prepared to study any 
proposals which the Vichy Government might wish to make regarding the 
possibility of trade exchanges between French colonies and unoccupied France, 
if the Vichy Government could give adequate assurances that those parts of the 
French Colonial Empire not controlled by General de Gaulle did not fall under 
German or Italian influence, His Majesty's Government never received an 
assurance on this point that they could regard as adequate and they never 
gave any undertaking not to interfere with ships sailing between the French 
colonies and metropolitan France. Nor did His Majesty's Government ever enter 
into the economic negotiations with French representatives in Madrid which it 
had been proposed to undertake if adequate assurances were received, The 
Eccles-Marshal negotiations regarding the import of supplies from the United 
States into French Morocco were in no way connected with the proposed 
negotiations regarding the import of supplies into metropolitan France from 
the French colonies. 


(c) “Accord sur le Statut des Colonies frangaises demeurées 
fidéles 4 Vichy". 


His Majesty's Government never at any time gave any assurance to the 
Vichy Government that they would not attempt to liberate or win over French 


colonies remaining under Vichy control. 
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(a) “Accord sur la Radio", 


Nor did His Majesty's Government at any time give an. assurance that the 
B.B,C. would abstain from all criticism of Marshal Pétain. ~ 


fe) "Engagements de la France concernant les Colonies et les 
Bases", 


(i) The only assurance received by His Majesty's Government to the 
effect that the Vichy Government would not seek to recover by force the 
colonies which had rallied to General de Gaulle was that contained in Monsieur 
Rougier's letter written from Lisbon on the 5th December 1940. No such 
assurance was ever given officially through the Vichy Embassy in Madrid, 


(ii) The Vichy Government did give through the Vichy Embassy in Madrid 
ean official assurance that France would "maintain the control of her colonial 
Empire", Monsieur Rougier's letter of the 5th December 194.0 contained a more 
detailed assurance that France would not surrender air or naval bases or 
her fleet to the Axis powers and would resist in North Africa by force of 
arms any attempt on the part of the Spaniards, Germans or Italians to take 
possession of her colonies. 


(iii) His Majesty's Government did not at any time receive from the Vichy 
Government any assurance that the latter would bring the French Empire back 
into the war whenever the British or their eventual Allies could prove their 
strength, and could land in force and equip the French troops. 


(f) "Engagement speéial concernant la Flotte". 


The Vichy Government, through their Embassy in Madrid, gave a general 
assurance that France would "maintain the ownership of her fleet, whether 
disarmed or not" but they never gave any detailed assurance regarding the 
sabotage of the French fleet in the terms suggested in the summary of the 
alleged agreement, 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PARIS. 


4ith May, 1945. 


ANNEX A 


(a) ENGAGEMENTS DE LA GRANDE BRETAGNE A L'EGARD DE LA FRANCE 


(1) La Grande-Bretagne rétablira dans son intégrité et sa souveraineté 
_ta France, si elle ne fait rien pour aider la victoire des totalitaires, 
et 4 fortiori, si elle contribue 4 la victoire britannique. ; 


(2) Au cas ot le Gouvernement Frangais céderait des bases aériennes et 
navales aux totalitaires, la Grande-Bretagne ne répondrait plus du sort 
futur-de la France et de son Empire. 


(b) ATTENTION AU BLOCUS 


(1) Le Gouvernement Britannique assimilera 4 du cabotage qui ne tombe pas 
sous le blocus, le transport des denrées coloniales de DAKAR, de 
CASABLANCA, et des ports Nord-Africains aux ports de Provence, 


(2) Le Gouvernement anglais enverra & MADRID un expert économique qui 
s*entendra avec un expert économique Frangais au sujet d'échanges 
éventuels avec le MAROC, 


(c) ACCORD SUR LE STATUT DES COLONIES FRANCAISES DEVEUREES FIDELES A VICHY 


(1) Le Gouvernement Anglais s'engage & ne plus chercher & prendre par la 
force ou & débaucher par la propagande les colonies frangaises demeurées 
fidéles au Gouvernement de ers 


(2) Toute agression anglaise bintieae les colonies Frangaises sera repoussée 
par les armes pour éviter la défense con jointe par l'axe des dites 
colonies, ce qui équivaudrait 4 céder 4 1'A%e les colonies frangaises 
et leurs bases. | 


(d) ACCORD SUR LA RADIO 


La radio britannique s'abstiendra de toute critique a l'égard de la 
personne du Chef de 1'Etat frangais, le Maréchal PETAIN. 


(e) ENGAGEMENTS DE LA FRANCE CONCERNANT LES COLONIES ET LES BASES 


(1) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage & ne pas chercher 4 reprendre par la 
force les colonies passées & de GAULIE. 


(2) Le Gouvernement frangais s'engage & ne céder a 1'Axe ni les ports de 
Provence, ni les bases de l'Afrique du Nord, du Maroc et de l'Afrique 
Occidentale, 


(3) Le Gouvernement frangais remettra 1'Empire dans la guerre le jour ot 
les Anglais et les alliés éventuels auront fait la preuve de leur 
force, seront & m&me de débarquer en nombre et d'équiper les troupes 
frangaises, privées actuellement de munitions, de materiel lourd, de 
D.C.A., de canons anti-chars, et de moyens de locomotion. 


(f) ENGAGEMENT SFE CIAL CONCERNANT LA FLOTTE 


le Gouvernement frangais, conformément aux assurances solonnelies qu?il 
a’ déj& données 4 plusieurs reprises au Gouvernement britannique s'engage 
& saborder les Unités de sa flotte plutdt que de les laisser tomber aux 
mains des allemands et des italiens. Des ordres annulant tous les 
ordres ultérieurs ont été donnée a tous les Comandants dans ce eens. 


[Memorandum by Monsieur Rougier/ 
ENTRETIEN AVEC WEYGAND 
%. Point de vue de 1'Angleterre 


A. Decision du peuple ét du gouvernement Britanniques de memer la 
guerre jusqu'a l'effondrement de 1'Hitlerisme. 


Fausses idées que l'on se fait sur les effets des bombardements de 
Londres - Le peuple est stoique, joyeux méme et accepte le risque des 
bombardeménts - La vie quotidienne poursuit | son cours — Nécessité d'abandonner 
l*idée qu'une fatigue collective puisse imposer au gouvernement de signer un 
paix de compromis. le peuple le plus ~cifique du monde accepte de se 
transformer @m une énorme machine de guerre. Rédle significatif des femmes 
dans cette mobilisation de toute la nation (divers services auxiliaires). 


B, Capacité du gouvernement britannique de poursuivre la guerre, 


. 1. Appui financier total des Etats-Unis. 


2. 4ccroissement de l*appareil militaire: Bombardiers avec un rayon 
d'action permettant de hombarder toutes les villes d'Italie en partant de 
l'Egypte. Maitrise de l'air, fin 1944/7. 


C. Durée probable de la guerre suivant l'attitude de 1'Empire francais. 


14. Avec une révolte de l'Afrique du Nord permettent @ i'établir des bases 
en Tunisie: 1 an, 


These , 

are his 2. Sans bases en Tunisie, mais avec la possibilite d'arreter la penétration 
own allemande en direction du Canal de Suez et de l'Irak: 2 ou 5 ans, 

estimates/ 


3, Avec perte de la Mediterranée et de l'Egypte: 10 ans. 


L' attitude de 1'Bupire francais peut donc décider de la durée de la guerre 
et par suite du sort materiel et moral des populations de l'Europe. Une 
responsabilité énorme peése donc sur les &épaules des chefs responsables de 1'Empire, 


D. Décision de la Grande Bretagne 4 l'égard de la France. 


1. La rébablir dans son étendue et sa souvernainté si elle ne fait rien 
pour aider la victoire des Totalitaires et, a fortiori si elle contribue 4 la 
victoire britannique, 


fit General Weygand will raise the standard in North Africa, he can count on 
the renewal of the whole-hearted collaboration of the governments and peoples 
.of the British Empire, and a share of the assistance afforded by the United States]. 


2. Au cas ou le gouvernement frangais céderait des bases aeriennes et 
navales aux Tetalitaires, la Grande Bretagne ne repondrait plus du sort futur de 
la France et de son empire. 


such case, Great Britain would do everything in her power to strike at 
a Government that had been guilty of so base a betray 


E. Attenuation de blocus au cas ott la France suit passivement soit 
aetivement aiderait la victoire britannique, 


II. Point de vue de la France 
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. Les chefs de l'empire, par contre, qui ne sont pas battus ont le devoir de 
faire respecter les engagements et la consigne d'honneur du Maréchal en 
soulevant 1l'Empire. Ils interprétent ainsi la veritable volunté de la tation, 


B. Point de yue FODI EtOUrs 


Accepter la paix allemande, c'est accepter le ta d'idéologies @émoncées 
comme antichrétiennes par le Saint-Siege. 


C, Point de vue moral. 


Accepter la paix allemande, alors que de petits peuples comme la Hollande, 
‘la Belgique, la Norvege, la Grdce ne l'acceptent pas, c'est déshonorer le peuple 
frangais devant l1'Histoire. 

Effect of such capitulation on United States, (V. President's message) /, 


D. Avenir de la France. 


Accepter la paix hitlerienne, c'est devenir une nation associée au 
brigandage hitlerien de 4° rang, aprés l'Italie @t l'Espagne. C'est rejeter 
toutes les valeurs spirituelles qui font que la France a une signification 
universelle dans le monde, 


Cfest du reste courir 4 une nouvelle défaite, car, 4 la fin la victoire 
appartiendra aux peuples qui tiennent la mer et qui combattent pour un idéal 
conscieusement accepté. C'est courir & une révolution intérieure. terrible, car 
un jour ou L’ autre le peuple de France demandra des comptes 4 son ie ae 
et & son armée. 


E. Point de vue de l'armée. 


 Ctest la seule fagon de sauver le prestige de l'armée et de la tradition 
frencaise et son prestige a lui, Weygand. 


III. Secours immédiats et progressifs que la Grande Bregagne pourrait 
apporter aux chefs de l'empire. 


A. Nécessité d'envoyer un officier & Gibraltar ou 4 Londres. 


B. Secours immédiat de petrole, produ&zts alimentaires, munitions de guerre, 


IVé Le cas du Général de Gaulle. 


Son acceptation de rentrer sous l'obédience de Weygand au cas ot 
Weygand souleverait l'empire. 


fie shall do our best in this 
sense: but we cannot speak 
definitely for General de Gaulle, / 


(c 43251/G) 


Extract from a letter from M. Rougier _ 
to the Prime Minister and Lord Halifax, 


(Translation) 


Mr. Prime Minister, 
Dear Lord Halifax, 
Lisbom, December 5, 1940. 


I have brought back from Vichy three assurances from Marshal Pétain 
which he asked me to communicate to you:- 


(i) France will not sign a separate peace with the Axis before 
the end of hostilities between England and Germany. 


(ii) France will not surrender air or naval bases or her fleet 
to the Axis Powers and will resist in North Africa by force 
of arms any attempt on the part of the Spaniards, Germans 
or Italians to. take possession of her colonies, 


(iii) France accepts as a fait accompli until the end of hostilities 
the subjection of French Bquatorial Africa to de Gaulle, it 
being understood that French Equatorial Africa will be returned 
to her at the end of hostilities and that no fresh operation 
will be directed against French West Africa, Morocco or North 
Africa, 


| This third condition was the most difficult to secure, Darlan and 
Laval wishing to send the fleet to recapture Libreville. This result is 
due in large part to my personal intervention. 


I think I have thus attained my first objective: to preyent the 
irreparable between England and France. I think I have thus spared Great 
Britain the loss of a great number of human lives and of millions of pounds 
sterling. I think I have spared France a new catastrophe in which her 
honour would have foundered. | 


I am sending you through Sir Noel Charles a series of notes relating 
to the relaxation of the blockade, British broadcasts in French, the special 
position of Morocco, the attitude to be adopted towards Weygand, etc, I 
beg you to be guided by them for the good of our two countries and the 
successful outcome of the war . . 2... -. 


(signed) LOUIS ROUGIER. 
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(Z 3956/255/¢) 


Telegram to GENEVA dated 21st November 190, | 


’ 


The Vichy Government have assured us that they will make no w justified 
attack on us and have declared their determination to retain control of 
their Colonial Empire and Fleet, We have asked them that they should for 
the time being tacitly refrain from active operations against the Free 
French Colonies, that they will resist German or Italian attack on, or 
infiltration into, those territories which have remained loyal to Vichy, 
and that they will effectively prevent their ports or aaah chris being 
used as bases for Air or U-Boat attack on us, 


On our side we do not covet or seek to acquire any French territory 
and would be prepared to help any French resistance to German or Italian 
designs to the best of our ability. 


If, however, in present circumstances, any part of the French Empire 
should spontaneously declare for General de Gaulle, we would recognise its 
accession to his cause and would defend it from the sea in accordance with 
the undertaking we have already given to General de Gaulle, 


We have already declared our intention, when victory is achieved, to 
restore the greatmess and independance of France and this covers those parts 
of the French Empire which have declared or may declare for General de Gaulle, 


The conditions outlined above would constitute merely a provisional 
arrangement whereby the situation might be held while means are sought of 
reaching a MODUS VIVENDI (last two words underlined). 


On this understanding we are prepared to begin economic discussions with 
the Vichy Government at Madrid, trade between French North Africa and Forts 
in unoccupied France being first reviewed, and are prepared to send a 
representative from this country to meet a representative from Vichy at Madrid. 
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FOREIGN OFFIGB, S3.Wele 
June Srd 1945, 


I enclose a copy of the reply 
which will be made to Ceptain 
MoEwen‘'s question about the negotia- 
tions with Vichy in 1940, which is 
down for June 6th. 


In this connexion it would be 
useful for us to have a copy of the 
book about these negotiations which 
we understand Professor Rougier to 
have recently published in Canada. 
Gould you ask the High Comnissioner'’s 
Office to obtain one for us as a 
matter of urgency? 


(R.L.Speaight) 
‘tes Staple, | 
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of May 16th about 


“negotiations with Vichy in the autumn of 2940, 


7 


We were weiting for final approval of the 


. 


, 


nspired Parliamentary question before consider- 
ing the matter further. As you will now have 
seen from our telegram Wo! 
given and the question will be asked on 

: Scene toe CA fiwrnn 


following up the question with a fuller statement 
of the taceas tne fT any case thet @< 
question will. lead to a demand for a White Paper, 
and we are already making our preparations for 
publishing one. Qur idea is that the Paper 
@aould include Nes. 6, 9, ll, 12, 16, li7, 

25, 24, 26, 27, and. 42 in the Print Section 
“Anglo-French relations August-—December 1940", 


_ 


and also annexes B, G and D to the memorandum 


. 


enclosed in your letter under referpnce. There 
would of course have to be a short introductory 


statement putting the various documents in their 
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(% 6230/255/¢) 


Seeret. 


The 


‘POREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 
6th June, 1945. 


Aha dior Bahl 


I am so not to have thanked you sooner for your 
letter 559/25/45 of the 16th May about negotiations with 
Vichy in the autunmm of 1940. We were waiting for final 
approvel of the inspired Parliamentary question before 
eonsidering the matter further. As you will now have 
seen from our telegram No. 1065, this has now been 
given and the question will be asked on the 6th June. 


2e We think too that there would be advantage in 
following up the question with a fuller statement of 
the facts. It is likely in any case that the question 
will lead to a demand for a White Paper, and we are 
already making our preparations for publishing one. Our 
idea is that the Paper should include Nos. 6, 9, 11, 12, 16, 
17, 22, 23, 2h, 26, 27, 39 and 42 in the Print Section 
"Anglo-Freneh relations August-December 1940", and also 
annexes B, C and D to the memorandum enclosed in your 
letter under reference. There would of course have to be 
a short introductory statement putting the various documents 
in their proper perspective. 


3-6 We must now wait however and see how the 
Parliamentary question goese If there is no demand 
for papers, we shall have to reconsider it. In the 
meanwhile we think it Best that you should not make 
any communication of your own on the lines of the 
menorandum you enclosed. 


Right Honourable 
‘Paris. 
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Ref: G147/-/45 


Dear Richard, 


Your tele s Numbers 4546 and 4347 
to us of May lst about Nougier and the so-called 
Petain-Churchill agreement. 


to some confusion we have only 
ust seen San Franeisco telegram Number 103 to the 
oreign Office of May 2nd, conveying H.E's and the 
Secretary of State's agreement to the draft Parlia- 
mentary Question and Answer. 


We have not been able to trace any 
record of the Parliamentary Answer having been made. 
Could you very kindly let us know how the matter 
stands? From our point of view here it would be 
most helpful if such a statement were made. The 
story is bound to go on cropping up here in view 
the forthcoming trials of Petain etc., in Paris. 


Pr chu Lay: ht 


sipinccitne tan ee 


R. L. Speaight, Esq., 
Western Department, 
Foreign Office, 

ene” S.W. l. 
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Departmental No.2. 


je eee 
Vv 
“.¢ alleged pact with Pétain]}. 


Please inform State Department 
accordingly for their confidential 


information. 


D, Se aAcite 4th June, 1945, 
5rd June, 1945, 


Repeated to Paris No. 1066. 
ITTriIT 


Grae Ho, 106 tie to Paris [of June 3rd: 


tele 
alle cast wit 


Please om State iia accord 
for their dential information, me 


TO 


NOTHING 


BE WRITTEN. IN THIS 
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Ren) TR No. l06S 1 Paw [of 


DEP 
frROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHING TO! 
Tt June 
1945. D. 12.45 pom. 7th June 1945. 
Repeated to Paris No. 1259 Saving. 


999009 


IMPORTANT 


telegram No, 1 to Paris [of June 3rd: 
alleged pact with Pétain]. 


Please inform State Department that question has 
been postponed until Tuesday, June 12th. 
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Repeat in cypher 


WASHINGTON No. 


[v- ‘le. 


aor 


aaeccmer, { 
Dated. 3° | 


Department al No. 2. 


soe | 


My telegram No. 4346: to Washing ton j 
lof April SOthsadle@ged pact with Pétain). 4 

Peliowing question is being asked by 
Captain McEwen in the House of Commons 
on dune 6ths 

Begins: 

To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs if he will now make a 


statement on the negotiations which took 


place in 1940 between H.M.G. and the 
Vichy Government.” Hnds. 
Reply will be in the terms given in my 
telegram No. 4347 to Washington [ef 
April 350th]. 

L.. Please communicate text of question 
and answer to M. Chauvel on the morning 
of June 6th but mot, repeat not, sooner, 


so as to avoid risk of leakage. 


. 
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D. 9. 28. Pe Me Srd June, 1945. 
Repeated to Washington No. 5849. | 
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IMPORTANT. 
No. 


My telegram 
alleget pact with Pétai 


Following question is being asked by — McEwen 
in the House sf. Commons on June 6th: 


Begins: 
To ask the Secretary of State for Forei 


te Washington [of April 30th: 


Affairs 


if he will now make a statement on the negotiations which 
took “Governne 


the 


ce in 1940 between His Majesty's 
Government. Ends. jesty" 


Reply will be in the terms given_in my telegram 
4547 Xo Washington [of April 80th]. 
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Madame Maire for collaboration. 


Asks if the Foreign Office can assist in the 
case of Madame Marie Diane Maire's arrest for 
cOllaboration, as the War Office can do nothinge 
She is the daughter of Major Gilbey's cousin, 
particulars of her arrest are given in aletter 
from Wing Commander James. 


: Last Paper. : 
‘z QO 


References. 


(Print.) 


How disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) a 


Jay 


a) 
w]s fas 


Bitar Rig 
Tie t « Tan 
7 ha rebar , ar 


fox. Sin Opderves aff 


thn pets 4a 


ety 


7 hei fm Lo 


Mes 


It is quite clear that 


Dear Henderson, 


we can do nothing about this case. 


Can you? 


Yours sincerely, 


Dlr 
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sav /f Cot Petre ans . 


N. Hendergon, Esq. Dd K wher 
ene Ue 


It is quite Gi@ar that 
we gan do nothing about thie case. 
Gen you? 


Yours sincerely, 


Sed.) A. CW. DREW 
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Wing-Commander A... James, MC., KP. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 
25rd May, 1945. 


The Wer Office have passed 
to me your letter to Beaumont 
of May llth enclosing a letter 
from Major Gilbey about his 
cousin’s daughter Madame Marie 
Diane Maire who has been arrested 
by_ the Fremeh authorities on a 
charge of collabora tion. 


i am afraid that there ig 
nothing we can do to help in a 
case like this. Mme Meire is a 
Prench national under French lav, 
even if (which is not apparent) 
she has also retained her British 
nationality, and we have therefore. 
no ground for intervention. 
Moreover from the papers you sent 
Beaumont, which I return herewith, 
it appears that she did in fact 
work for the German Air Force, and 
this circumstance makes it diffi- 
@ult for me to regard her case with 


much sympathy. 
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Nente % 6430/255/17. 


_ TELEGRAM FROM 
Mr. Roberts, Moscow. 


No. . 2013. 


Dated 22N0. re Ae 

: 29th May 
Recewed =) | 
in Registry | 194.5. 


Z: France, 


oscow press aniquestions to Marshal Pétain 


Reports that the Komsomolskaya Pravda of 22nd 
May publishes Paris Tass report on questions put 
to Marshal Pétain about the Cagoulars. States 
that a Paris Tass article on French strikes 
appeared in the Pravda of 21st May. 


Last Paper. 
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D. 5.55 p.m, 25rd 1945 
D555 Dem. 5nd Mey 1948 


ae 


Pari .- an ge ar Pravda 22nd publishe 
P bout C 
Press ¢ a agpulards 


Metenier now under arrest 
evtletiane ts oto Roa . on Hobale 


2, Pravda 2 carried Paris Tass article on 
various French strikes complaining of insufficient 


food etcetera, for workers, 


[Note by Commmications Department, This telegran 
was reecived with an orrect text and was 
delayed for repetition]. 
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Dated 25th May 


Received 
in Registry 


j3 France 


b30th May 1945 


Sedgwick 


~ 


Dominions inte est in statement reg arding : 
peta n-Churct agreement. 


Refers to a forthcoming book by Monsieur Rougier 
in which reference may be made’ to an alleged secret : 
agreement concluded between Marshal Pétain and the 
United Kingdom Government in 1940, and asks for the 
text of any statement contemplated to be sent in 
advance to the Colonial Office for the information 
of Dominion: Governments, particularly the Canadian 
which is interested owing to Monsieur Dupuy's 
participation in the 1940 discussion. 
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Z 6230/4 


No 


SO MAY 1945. 


: Dear Speaiz#ht, ~~~ “Ae Se avatar er 


You will have already received 
from Heathcote-Smith a copy of a 
letter from our High Commissioner's 
Office in Ottawa about the forth- 
coming publication of a book by 
Me ROugier, in which it is suggested 
that reference will be made to a 
secret agreement concluded between 
Marshal Petain and the United Kingdom 
Government in 1940. 


Should it be decided to make a 
statement on this matter, we should 
be grateful to receive the text in 
advance to telegraph to Dominion 
Governmentse As you will appreciate 
the Canadian Government would be 
particularly interested owing to the 
part played in the 1940 discussions 
by Me Dupuy. 


Yours truly, 


KA Loy K 
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Foreign fice. 


INDEXED 


seen the telegrams exehanged 
wetieen the Wakied om Babasay” at Yashington and. the 
Moabeg. ppd wep Sigeaire- hl of a 


to refer 
Seeuhan Marehal Fuente m Governmen : 
in 1940 (see Foreign Office tel v of the lst 7°1*> 
May and previous correspondence). 


I understand that the book referred to is by 
a Mr. Rougier and thet he has suseeeded in getting it 
published by a firm of publishers in Mentreal. You may 
[sis Sp tea Sha we huee abooweniaed fren the Ganaéion 
Censorship euthorities thet the book has been submitted 
to them and that, so far as they are Goncserned, they have 
ses it for publication on the grounds that it aid not 
contain anything in contravention of the Defense of Canada 
Regulati book is, therefore, likely to be published 
here in the near future, We have not been able to obtein 
any further details as to what the book eontains, 


if the Prime Minister should deeide to make a 
statement on the lines Ro tty in the Foreign abn 
telegram No. 4347, no the text would be phed 
to a tr tunis acie an in advance, We thought it i. saenabic 
that Mr, s name might be mentioned tn tet this connection, 
but we notice from the reply that he seems to be 
exeluded; this is proba just as well. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) STEPHEN L: HOLMES 
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5/17) FOREIGN OFFICE, 
S.Wile 


Wsth JUNG, 1945. 


Dear Chancery, 


Washington telegram No, 3860 
of the 4th June about the alleged 
| P&tain-Churchill agreement, 


We enclose herein a copy of 
Rougier'’s book, and we are 


retaining one copy ourselves. 


Yours ever 
Western Departmen © 


‘The Chancery, 
British tmbassy, 
Paris, 


* 
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Numb 86686/255/17 
_ TELEGRAM FROM g, 
 %°: 3860 

Dated Qna June 1945 


Received 
in Registry 5th June 1945 


Z: France. 


P n - Churchill Agre : 


Requests repetition to Paris as Washington 
alii No. Peper ih ag pits 
efers to Foreign Office telegrams Nos.43u6 
and 4347 (Z 5257/255/17) and requests proposed 
parliamentary answer to be made. Supports Mr. Duff 
Cooper's proposal that a detailed refutation of Mr. 
Flandin’s remarks should be issued. | 

@s book is being 
\'s *s 


A eopy of Professor 
obtained. 


Last Paper. 
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Mh ann WIG 
BINA YG O° 


oT De 1656+ aot, 4th Jume 1945. 
ni June 1945. Re 10.5. oom 4th June 1945. 


Repeated to High Commissioner's Office, Ottawa, 
Paris. Saving. 


Sat st 2062S" {2535 Te 
Your telegrams Nos, 4,346 and 4,847. 


According to press Roufgp. wndec. Jr's book referred to 
ee ma ae Se eer 
i= * 298) 

Be In the civctumstances it would be mst he to us 
cae if pzoposed parliamentary answer could be made./ I also 


area Pee cerees se meevay of Say 20e 
tion, a detail 8 ag oy of the Flandin remarks 


wid ok eH of sourses cover. R should be issued. I 
would like to have was for use "hae where story is constantly 


cropping UPe 


Se I am asking High Commissioner's Office Ottawa to obtain 
oapies of R*s book for your use and that of His Majesty's 
assador Paris. : 


4 Foreign Office please pass to Paris as my telegram 
No. 64 Saving. 


OF 


Mi V 


on raphrased version of a Secret cypher message and unless it 
s marked O, ‘P. (One Time Pad) the text must first be raséd if it 
is essential to communicate it to persons outside British and United States 
Government Services.) 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


CYPHER (TYPEX) 


FROi.: CALADA (H.C. 


TOs D. 0. 

| 2 JASZHINGTOL: (Weise Bassy) 
De “June, 1945. 2. 55 Pelide 

R. 5th ™ * 13.58 | elie 


INDEX EXED 
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Addressed Dominions Office lo.1257, 
| on United Kingdoia smibassy washington by bag 
NO. . 


Telegram of th June No. 3860 froin joshington . 
to Foreign office. | 


2 Copies of Rougier's book despatched to you 


by air today, and copy sent to United a 
Embassy tiashington. 
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(Sent 9.10 p.m,, 7th June, 1945.) 
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the French Fleet to the 
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atone sieak: that E vieke was too mach under ‘German - cavhugnse 0. be 


able-to give adequate assurances on. ‘the > points: in- question,» or to 
carry them out if given. | 
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- In. Oetober 1940 an émissary from Vichy who represented 
himself as acting on the personal instructions of Marshal Pétain 
got in touch with the British authorities and was brought to. — 
London wiere he sew the Prime Minister and the then Foreign’ 
Secretary, Lord Halifax. This emissary did not, however, .com 
with any specific mission and the object of his:visit se 
primarily to have heen to gauge.the- state 6f opiiiion in thie. 
country and the prospects of our.continued © “pesistance to the , 

He brought with him no proposals for an agreement, sand 
no apreement was in fact ever. concluded with the Vichy : 


administration either throvgh this emissary or thiough any other 
- Ghannet;" a ; 
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My telegram pense gy 


kage pak uA urd. Peta]. 


Question was not reached on the 


*% 


Order Paper. Prime Minister accordingly 
read it out in a Statement after Questions 
together with the Meply. Reply was in 
therterms given in my telegram No. 4347 


verbal amendments. 
Ze Prime Minister coneluded by saying:- 
"This statmment has reference to certain 


proceedings which are being taken an Franc 


against certain individuals". 


3. Full text by bag. 
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[EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 
Noe 1126 D. 12.40 aem. 15th Jume 1945 


12th June 1945, 
Repeated to Washington No.6245 


AAA AAA 


DIPORTANT 


My telegram No.6005 to Washington [of June 7th: 
alleged pact with Petain]. 


Question was not reached on the Order Paper. Prime 
Minister accordingly read’ it out in a statement after 
Questions together with the reply. Reply was in the 
terms given in my telegram No.4547 to Washington lof 
April 50th] with slight verbal amendments. 


2e Prime Minister concluded by saying:=- "This 
Statement has reference to certain proceedings which are 
being taken in France against certain individuals". 


Dated 4th June, 1945. 


Received 
‘$i Regisiry 5th June, 1945 


Z: Prance. 
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Izvestiya June third repo “phe at Longta on publication 
in Montreal of Professor R jer’ s book greenent between 
Pétain and Churchill" reveal soare’s agchanint to prevent 
Union of France with Axis _T. seizure of French Fleet. 
Rougier says he was intermed po Aan cer. was loyally 
ohserved till North African 1 con 

he 3 hed of telegrams letter and i Chorch ‘*thi s notes. 
etails of agreement are quoted. 
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Dated 6th June, 1945 
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Refers to Peosten office telegram Wo. 1065 (z 
6250/255/4) and encloses copy of letter dated. 

th June which Mr. Duff Cooper handed te M. Chauvel 
= 6th June. The latter made no comment. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PARIS. 
6th June 1945. 


Dear Department, (Fs. 


your etude w0.1088. 


His Majesty's Minister 
handed the attached letter to 
Monsieur Chauvel this morning. 
Monsieur Chauvel thanked him 
but made no comment. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office. 


The following ee is being asked in the House of 
Commons today, the Oth June. 


Captain Nelwep: - 


"To ask the Secretary of Stete for Foreign Affaire if he 
will now make a statement on negotiations which took 
place on the ist November, 1940 between His Mejesty's 
Government and Vichy Government.” 


The Foreign Office have esked us to communicate to you the text 
of the reply which will be given this afternoon. 


"Yee dir. I think that it would be useful for me to give 
the House a brief ascount of the facts in order to correct any 
migunderstendings which may have been caused by this very 
inaecurate report. ey va 

gone Ne 

After the withdrewal of the Freneh Ambassedor fran Lone “ts 
July, 1940, Hie Majesty's Government sought to maintain contigs 
with Marshal Pétein and his Ministers through less direct § ~~ 
Cchennels in the hope of encouraging them to keep up a u nee 4 
passive resistance to the enemy. To this end a series of | 
messages were exchanged with the Vichy administration durir Ds 
eatumn of 1940 through the British and French representativ@g. | 
at a neutral capital. The object of the exchanges was to =| 7)’ 
obtain assurances from Viehy that they would not surrender 
French fleet to the Germans, aliow the Germans to obtain oc 
of Prench overseas territory, or themselves attack the ne 
colonies which had rallied to General de Gaulle. We expi YT 
that, if such assurances were forthcoming, we should be prez 
to negotiate a modyavavends whereby Limited trade would te FF 

tted through ockade between Metropolitan France alll 

he Africen territories under Viehy control. In the event gs...) 
nothing came of these proposelse. The repliee to our approal | 
were unsatisfactory end it soon beceme clear thet Viehy was 
mach under German influence toc be able to give adequate a 

on the points in question, or to carry them out if given. 


In October 1940 an emissary from Vichy who repr 
himeelf as acting on the personal instructions of 2 
ot in touch with the British authorities and was bi 
where he saw the Prime Ministermd the then 
jenn bord Halifax. This emissary 414 not, he 
th any mission and the object of his visit 
peor ode , to have been to gauge the state of opinion 3 


Monsieur A. Chauvel, 
Ministry for Foreiga Affaire. 
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10th June 
Received ’ 
in Registry 1945. 


Z: France. 


Reports that sane papers of 8th June give 
French Madrid reports that the Spanish 
authorities have agreed in principle to hand 
over Laval. Reports publication of cartoon 


in "Trud" and reports on trial of traitors at 
Skoplje. | 
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5. Trud also reports trial of traitors at Skoplije,. 
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ieur J. be ~ ers to his letter of 5th January, 1944 


/*Jogives details of his activities durifge th 
| CoMmexion with the vichy Government-ane asks 
he is treated without ceremony by the British 
Legation, and whether he is considered a friend or an 
Dated 29th May enemy. Encloses copies of his letters of 48th april 
Received and /th May to the British Legation in Berne. 
in Registry f11th June 19 | 
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° Zo Rue des ADpes, 


Gemdve, le 29 Mai 1945, 


" ff 'N lO4F 


| amen 


Monsieur 1¢ Secorétaire a*Etat, 


J@ ne me permettrais pas de vous faire un appel 
personnel, au milieu de vos responsabilités multiples, s*il ne 


s*agissait pour moi d*une question qui, & mon avis, touche & 


mon honneur, 


Je n*imvoque pas votre ancienne amitié, mais votre 
esprit de justice, J*ai l*honneur de vous soumettre les copies 


de deux lettres que j*ai adressées A votre Légation & Berne, et 


qui sont restées sans réponse, 


| Depuis vingt-cing ans, soit A Londres, soit & Genéve 
votre gouvernement mieux que tout autre, a pu me connaftre, et 
j*ai eu la constante impression qu*il me traitait avec la cons 
fiance et le respect que l'on doit & un ami fidéle et honorable, 
Aurais=-je donc commis contre votre pays un acte qui 
justifie un tel traitement?- 
Ne! > bs Au moment de votre retour au Foreign Office, je vous 


br do brew f (own “nn écrit le 5 janvier I94I, une lettre & laquelle vous avez bien 
hae Row 


hee 6 ge | 
Cid hips ) 


ee cy 


 welle me répondre en février suivant.- Je vous exprimais mes 


““yoeux pour le,succés de votre mission, mon admiration pour l*ene 


durance, la témacité, l'hérofsme de votre pays, etc.. Etais-je 
sincére7= , 


Je me croyais tenu, comme on l*est entre anciens ami 
& vous faire personnellement connaftre et A vous permettre def ue 


ger,les circonstances de ma démission en juillet sii 


: “* 
A 
Pa 
| sO 


Avant m@me d*avoir pris cette décision, j'étais résolu a 
me pas garder des fonctions vides et des 4moluments injustifiés, 
‘J*avais dficonformment & la mission que mfavait donnée 1*Assem= 
blée, congédier la plus grande partie d*um personnel que jestie 
mais et auquel j*stais attaché, Je ne pouvais envisager de reptet 
le bénéficiaire privilégié des économies que j'avais ainsi opérées, 

Mais ainsi que je vous l'écrivais "ma décision avait été 
précipitée par le choc de la rupture des relations entre nos deux 
pays". Je faisais ainsi allusion a l‘incident de Mers-el-Kebir, 
qui, dans l*'isolement o& je me trouvais, dépourvu de toute infore 
mation, avait eu sur moi une influence décisive, 

Dans mon désir de clarté, je vous communiquais la copis 
de la lettre que j*avais envoyée le 4 juillet, au Ministére des 
Affaires Etrangéres a Vichy, 

Une fois libéré de mes obligations internatiomales, je 
n*avais eu cependant, une fois le chec passé, aucune hésitation 
sur l'attitude que, comme Francais, je devais avoir visea=-vis de 
la Grande=Bretagne, Quand je me rendis & Vichy pour la premiére 
fois, du 2I au 25 Aoft, je me trouvais complétement d'accord avec 
M,Charles Roux, alors Secrétaire Général des Affaires Etrangéres, 


Vous avez su certainement que beaucoup de Francais étaient 


décidés, a ce moment 1a , & faire de leur mieux ,et qu’ils croyaient 


pouvoir espérer, malgré toutes les apparences, malgré la présence 
de Laval, éviter le pire, 

Ma lettre du 5 janvier avait été dictée sous 1'impression 
de la révocation de Laval, qui s'était produite pendant unm de mes 
séjours & Vichy, Je croyais avoir contribué, dams une certaine 
mesure, & l'état d' esprit de cette crise, Aussi le ton de ma lettre 
du 5 janvier, était~-il optimiste, ~exagérément, Nous avons eu en= 


suite de cruelles déceptions,- 
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Pendant trois années (I194I=- 1943) j°ai véeu dans un petit vil . 
lage de Haute-Savoie, prés de Thomon. J’en suis parti le 31 décembre 


1943.-G@rfce & la proximité de la frontiére, j'ai évité ainsi a@*8tre 


déporté comme otage, 

En arrivant A Genéve, conformément aux instructions du Goue 
vernement Fédéral, qui m'avait accueilli comme réfugié politique, |‘ 
j*ai a6 vivre dans la plus grande réserve,= C'est ainsi que pour vous 
avoir envoyé un télégramme le 6 février,-répété quelques jours aprés, 
car il est resté sans réponse,- je fus averti de m’abstenir 4 l'ave= 
nir de toute démarche analogue, 

Veuillez me permettre mainfenant de résumer la situation: 

On bien ma lettre du 5 jamvier I94I était um exposé véridique, dans 
ce cas votre réponse de février témoignait que vous me teniez pour 
un ami, 

Ou bien on suppose qufelle altérait la vérité, Mais alors 
je demande & connaitre les témoignages, allégations, informations, et:.. 
apportés contre moi et & pouvoir les discuter contradictoirement, 


J*affirme que j*ignore absolument et que je ne puis méme 


deviner les raisons de votre Légation de me traiteren "Outcast".= 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Secrétaire d‘'Etat, avec 
mes voeux sincéres pour vous et pour votre pays, les assurances de 


ma haute considération, 


wwr 


Q Gendve, te 7 mai 1945 Bye 
20 rue des Alpes a 


\U 


Monsieur le winistre, 


A la Gate 1u 18 avril dernier, je vous ai 
afiressé la lettre dont copie est ci-jointe, vous priant de 
m’accorder un rendes-vous dans la semaine du 23 au 28 avril. 


J@ n'ai regu aucune réponse. 


$1 cette dérogation aux usagesin a causé quelque 
surprise, elle a 4émontré toutefois que l'objet de ma lettre du 
18 n'était pas vain. I1 est maintenant clair que votre Légation 
ne continue pas avec moi des relations analogues A celles dont 
votre Gouvernement m'a honoré dépuis vingt-cing ans. 


Je n'ai jamais eu l'illusion de croire que j'ai 
pu remplir les devoirs que la Société des Nations m' avait 
confiés sans avoir quelques ennemis. 


J'ai vécou depuis sous un régime d'occupation, 
oh toute dénonciation valait condamnation, Mais pourrais-je 
imaginer qu'un représentant britannique puisse attribuer a 
Celles qu'il resoit la méme valeur qu'il accorierait A des 
témolimnages vérifiés par des épreuves contradictoires. 


. Cependant, si je m’étais ainsi trompé, je 
devrais en conclure que je n'ai pas choisi la bonne vole pour 
6claircir, comme j'y suis résolu, une situation obscure. 


aOR UCALLY WITHOUT PERN SSiON 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Ministre, les 
assurances de ma haute considération. 


i ne 


Son Excellence 
Monsieur E-J. NORTON 
Légation de Granie-Bretagne 


BERBE 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


Je compte bient&t quitter 1a Suisse, ot 
j'al 6té aceueilli comme réfugié politique, le 31 
décembre 1943, 

Avant de partir, je serais trés d4ésireux de 


vous entretenir de questions qui me concernent. 


Je vous serais reconnaissant de youloir bien | 


me recevoir tel Jour de la semaine prochaine qu'il vous 
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plairait de fixer, entre 10 h. a.m. et 4 p.m. eer 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Ministre, les 


, "Ff 


assurances de ma haute considération. Aig hg 
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TELEGRAM FROM Nr. 


Duff Cooper, Paris. 
No. ~ 859. 


Dah Oth June, 
11th June, 
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Trial of Marshal Pétain 


Refers to Foreign O°fice telegram to Washington 
No. 6005 (Z _  ). Reports that according to 
Press, at meeting of examining commission 6f “igh 
Court of Justice on 8th June, Pétain refused to aes 
details of manner in which alleged agreement wit 
His Majesty's Government was negotiated since to do 
so would be contrary ‘to diplomatic usage; he could 
only say that negotiations with Mr. Churchill began 
on day of Montoire and that his whole policy had been 
inspired by it even when British departed from it. 

Repeated Washington No. 102. 
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FROM P FOREIGN 0 


= past Cooper. D. 5.16. Pele 10th June, 1945. 
Oo . 


e, 1945. Re 5-50. Dem. 1lOth June, 1945. 


66666 


Your telegram to Washington No. 6005. < eT§ . 


Press states that at meeting of examining commission 
of High years * Justice on 8th June, Pétain was questioned 
eigen alle ‘. ement with His Majesty's it oye He 

orte ve reprise that bee could not ar 
deta s of Bd in Ch agreement was negot a shinee 
to do 80 would be contrary to diplomatic usage 
Majesty's Government had not yet agreed to p eplication of 
story. He could only say that ne Sotiations with Mr. 
Churehiil began on of Kontoires _ ut Montoire in its 
true light, and that his whole Be: cy een inspired by 
the egreement, even when the British fro from it. 


Please repeat Washington as my telegram 102. 
ae to Washington telegram No. 6168]. 
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¢. Davis wishes to resume social 
th SP Mme. Bressy who Mego Pst 
» but aske 
suspected of col aboratiénist 
re 


say is the daughter of 


oe Sir William &; ne, former British Ambassador 


| 5ist May, 1945. to” Poland. 
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in Regisiry J13th June, 1945. 
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CABINET DU MINISTRE : 
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Paris, le t nian IQus 


Le Cabinet du Ministre, présente ses compli- | 


ments a L'Aukareade ds Paute *raFap+ a PARIS ot 


a l’honneur de lui demander de bien vouloir 

, ” 
apposer le visa A waiter sur ley passepory, 
de M. Ve Pressey, Wii urge Pini pceutions Apri Je “ceil 
Ou Witrm a londis, cf de Modine Pioue Breroy 


Il lui en_adresse par avance tous ses 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


- The Davis's were 
of exchanging a few meals with them but did not 

to do so if the Bressys were quasi-cellaboraticnists. 
Mr. Davis asked whether I could get a line mm this. 


I told Mr. Davis that, as M. Bressy had presumably 
been given a visa for the United Kingdom and had been 
allowed to come here with his wife, they had, om the face 
of it, been given the all clear by H.M.G.. Moreover, the 
French had let them go. I therefore did not think that he 
had anything to worry about. I would, however, see 
whether I could make any enquiries. 


I was by me means sure that H.M.G. 
were concerned in these social matters. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


Reports that all papers of 13th’ June publish 
the text of Mr. Churchill's statement made in the 
House of Commons on relations between His Majesty's 
Governne nt ahd Vichy in 190. 
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Sir. A. Clark Kerr. D. 11.49. pei. 14th June, 1945. 
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14th June, 1945. Ri GeZ5. GM. LOT Junc,. 1945. 
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All pevers June 13th publish text of Churchili's 
oie cement in Commons on relations betwecn Britain and Vichy 
Ln @ 
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[EN CLAIR] | DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM MOSCOW TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Sir. A. Clark Kerr. De 11.59. pom 14th June, 1945. 


14th June, 1945. R. 6.25. asm. 15th June, 1945. 
kk = kk 
All papers June 15th publish text of Churchill's 


statement in Commons on re ine between Bri 
in 1940. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. AND VICHY 
GO TS (1940 
TIONS) 


The Prime Minister: I run great risks, 
I am sure, in asking the i e of the 
House to make a statement, but this 
statement is on a question which, so far 
as I know, has nothing to do with con- 
troversial policy. Yet it is important that 
it should be answered in a way which 
will bring it to notice abroad in a manner 
which is desirable. This statement is 
made in answer to Question 49, im the 
name of my hon. and riend .the 
Member for Berwick and Haddington 
(Captain McEwen), 


‘* To ask the Prime Minister if he will ‘now 
make a statement on the, se sages which 
took place in 1940 His . Majesty’ s 
Government and the Vichy Government.’’ 

I think that it would be useful for me 
to give the House a brief accdunt of the 
facts, in order to cofrect any misunder- 
standings which may have been caused-by 
the very! indccurate r which have 
been published on this subject. After the 
withdrawal of the French Ambassador 
from London im! 1940, His Majesty’s 
Government sought to. maintain contact 
with Marshal Petain and his Ministers 
through less direct channels, in the hope 
of encouraging them to keep up a maxi- 
mum of passive resistance to the enemy. 
To this end a series of messages wete ex- 
changed with the Vichy Administration 
during the autumn of 1940, through the 
British and French representatives at a 
neutral capital. 


1S 1 


t 
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The object of the ex was to 
obtain assurances from Vichy that 
would not surrender the French Fleet to 
the Germans, nor allow the Germans to 


prs ro control of French overseas terri- 


nor themselves attack the Frénch 
Colonies which had rallied to General de 
Gaulle. . We explained that, if such 
assurances were forthcoming, we should 
be prepared to negotiate a modus vivend 
whereby limited trade would be permitted 
through the blockade between Metro- 
politan France and the African tertitories 
under Vichy control. In the évent nothing 


ory 

it soon became clear that: Vichy was too 
much under German duress to be able 
to give adequate assurances on the points 
in question, or to carry them out if'given. 


In October, 1940, an. emissary from 
Vichy, who represented himself as. acting 
on the personal instructions of Marshal 
Petain, got in touch with the British 
authorities, and was brought to London, 
where he saw me and the then Foreign 
Secretary, Lord Halifax. This emissary 
did not, however, come with any specific 
mission, and the object of his visit seems 
primarily to have been to gauge the state 
of opinion in this country and the pros- 
pects of our continued ,resistance to the 
enemy. He brought with him no pro- 
posals for an agreement, . and no aarer- 


Vichy Administration, either throug st 
emissary or through any other channe 
This reply which I:thave made: has ‘a 
reference to proceé which ‘are taking 
place in France against certain indivi- 
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In the event the Question was not 
reached. The Prime Minister therefore read 
out the text of the Question and of the Reply 
in the form of a Statement after Questions. 
His Reply adhered to our text with minor ver- 
bal amendments. At the end he said:- "This 
statement has reference to certain proceeding 
which are being taken in France against 
certain individuals". 


I attach a draft telegram to 
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Parliamentary Question 


1s. 

70. Captain McEwen,—To oik the Secretary of State for Foreign | Affairs, if he will now 

U , aie a, statement on the negotiations which took place.in 1940 between His Majesty's 7 
Government and: the Vichy Government. 


bie ost. SPREE TS ~ 6 JUN 1945 


S been asked by 
: reply was drafted 


Minist er. 


The Snengtory of of State thinks it likely 
that this ion may iéad to a demand 

the publication of relevant docume! 

a White Paper. Mr. Duff Cooper has strongly 
urged that this should in any case be done.. 
The Department suggested certain documents 
which could properly be included in such a 
White Paper and the Secretary of State has 
approved them (see minutes at Flag A}. The 
Prime Minister has also raised no objection 
to the idea of a White Paper. 


In the circumstances I submit that it 
would definitely be in our interest for someone 
to ask as a supplementary whether the 
documents will be published. The answer to 
such a question would be to the effect that 
the Secretary of State is quite prepared to 
publish the relevant communications with Vichy 
and is arranging for a White Paper to be 

ssued. Perhaps Lord Dunglass will arrange 
this. 


The Dominions Govermments and the U.&. and 
French Govermments are being informed in 
advance of the terms of our reply. 


In the Seuretary of State's minute to 
the Prime Minister, flag A, to which the 
Prime Minister has now agreed, he said with 
feference to a demand forthe publication of | 
the documents “We need not be afraid of : 
this. There might indeed be some advantage 

n giving the whole story in a White Paper. 
hat gan, however, be considered later." In 
ew of the last sentence, I think we are 

precluded from prompting: a Supplementary 

on the subject, although if the question is 
asked spentanedusly I would hope that the 
reply would that we could give it favourable 
consideration. | 
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June 4th, 1945. 
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I think that it would be useful for me to 


give the House a brief account of the facts in 
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order to correct any misundersta 


Lod 


s which may ¥ 
ne a a Aaa mage 
After the w awal of the French Ambas 
from Lendon in 1940, H.M.G@. sought to maintain 
contact with Marshal Pétain and his Ministers 
through less direet channels in the hope of 
encouraging them to keep up a maximum of passive 
resistance to the enemy. To this end a series of 
messages were exchanged with the Vichy admini stre- 
tien during the autumn of 1940 through the British 
and French representatives at a neutral capital. 
The object of the exchanges was to tain 

assurances from Vichy that they would not 
surrender the French Fleet to the Germans, allow 
the Germans to obtain control of French over- 
seas territory, or themselves attack the French 
colé@nies which had rallied to General de Gaulle, 
We explained that, if such assurances were 

|} Wwe should be prepared to negotiate 

whereby limited trade would be 

through the blockade between Metr 
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3 Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax. This 
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did not, however, come with any 


specific mission and the object of his visit s 
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primarily to have been to gawge the state of 


7 '@ . 


opinion in this country and the prospeectea of 


eur continued resistance to the enemy. He 
brought with him mo proposals for an ggreement, 
and no agreement was in fact ever concluded with 


— 
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the Vichy administration either through this 
emissary or through any other channel, 


In the event of it being asked whether 
the relevant documents may be published, it is 
gested that the reply should be that this 


would be given favourable consideration. 
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Jaeption ebout our necotictions with Vichy in 
1940 which has at your request. Deen postponed 
witil Tucsdeg, the Jeti Ju. 

2. As Yeri inte: d LO take this question 
yourself, you may like to see sgain the reply 
which it .a¢ proposed to returmm, anid i 
pecerdingly attach a cop of the question ami 


Lik cir i, ply. 
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Captain Nolwen, ~ To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affaire, if he will now make a statement on the 
negotiations whieh took place in 1940 between His Majesty*s 
Government. and the Viciy Government. 


Yes, 
I think thet it would be useful for me to give the House 
e brief account of the facts in order to correct any 


misunderstendings which my have been caused by the Very 


inaccurate reports which have been published on this subject, 
After the withdrawal of the French Aibassador from 
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London in 1940, Mis Majesty’ s Government. sought to maintain 
with Marshal Pétain and his Ministers through less 

Girect. chanmels in the hope of endournging them to keep up 4 
Of passive resistances to the enemy. To this end a 
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permitted through the blockade between Metropolitan France 
and the African territerics under Vichy control. iIn the 
@vent nothing came of these proposals, The replies to our 

were unsatisfactory end it soon begame clear that 
Vichy was too much under German influence to be able to give 
adequate sssurances on the points in question, or to carry 
them out. if siven. 

In October, 1940 an emissary from Vichy who represented — 
himself as acting on the versonal instructions of Marshal 
Pétain cot in touch with the British authorities and was 
brought to London where he saw the Prime Minister and the 


Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax, This emissary did 
not, however, come with any specific mission and the ob 
of his visit. seems primarily to have been to gauge the state : 
of opinion in this country and the pects of our 
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French Resistance, 


r collaboration, and stating that he had 
been arrested by the Gestapo for helping the 


for revision of his ase, 
to death by a Marseilles 
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CONFIDENTIAL . For Minist Ener Use 


. oY INFORMATION AND RECORDS BRANCH 
“e F (Postal and Telegraph Censorship) My 
Date : Co: WW momar 
Language : | f° Se 
ENGLIGH 1745 ee) © “inf 


To: BARON FRIESEN RUB. DR JOAO 
REGRAS ESTORIL 


CONDEMNED TO DEATH BY JUSTICE COURT IN MARSEILLE ON FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS WITHOUT PROOFS OF GERMAN COLLABORATION HAVE | 
BEEN FOR ONE YBAR ARRESTED BY GESTAPO FOR HELPING ta dl \. 
RESISTANCE WAS DELIVERED BY ALLIED LANDING PIZAS | 

AT FRENCH EMBASSY FOR REVISION OF MY CASH-a0t 
GRATEFUL LETTER FOLLOWS LOVE= 
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M.1I.5- | 11.6.5. 
DOM. 


(Use both sides of this form) 
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Be to his letter of 17th March 7 
{% 39 7/G)_and discusses reactions in United 
igton, 7 ates teRougier’s book, ,Asks for material for 
W7/147/45. reply to the alleged telegram to theBritish 

Consul~General in Geneva in the course of the 
15th June, Pétain-Churehill negotiations, 


2ist June, 


1945.4 
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out the telezram to His Majesty’ 
in the courseyof Ahe so-called Pétain- 
, eG in the enclosed draft 
ared by Richard Speaight. You 
felt necessary to comply with 
: nould be informed of the outcome 
eadrid which had not ‘been completed at 


go in, 
time he eft, ‘Rondon for France. 


lentes was prepared for communication to the 
| ited States Governments, and thereafter for. 
on, 4nd we are only awaiting clearance from various 
thorities concerned before preceeding in this sense. 


e of this advance copy as background with which to 

Pr my other enquiries from Pertinax, Edgar Mowrey and 
ethers on which you find it impossible to stall, provided you 
keep dark the main point in the randum, which is that the 
shleged photestatic copy of the document headed by Rougier 
"Entretien avec Churchill" @ bare-faced forgery of Rougier's. 
This revelation should hav constiesehis news value and we 
do not want the effect bh. be diminished by premature 
disclosure. Besides, if Rougier got to know that we were 
proposing publicity to accuse him of forgery,‘ it would give 
him the i ae ‘to prepare his defence’ in advance. 


é ‘communicating this memorandum to the French 
and the Americans and giving it wide publicity, we also 
et the French and Americans have a very full dossier 

relevant documents of the time in support of our 
case as made out in the memorandun. This ®ssier will we hope, 
in dué course algo be published in the form of a White 
Peper. You will see that the memorandum enclosed in this 
letter is headed "Enclosure No. 2". It is in faet intended 

t+ it should form the second enclosure to a despateh to the 
Ambassador in Paris instructing him to lay the whole 

‘patter: before the French Government, the first enclosure to 
be the statement which the Prime Minister has already made 
_about Rougier in the House of Commons, and the others 
~ the documents composing this dossier to which I refer. 


Ee addition to ‘all this, Richard Spesight has also 
prepared s0me voluminous notes on Rougier'’s book, copies of 
_ Which we will also let you have in due course. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.c. | 


Fee 


a June 15th, 1945. 


Ref: G147/-/45 


URGENT 


dear Oliver 


as refer to my letter to you 
No. G147/6 of March 17th about the alleged tele- 
gram to the British Consul-General in Geneva in the 


course of the so-called Petain-Churchill negotiations. 


Now that Rougier's book has been 
published we have naturally been bombarded with in- 
quiries, Pertinax dnd Edgar Mowrer who, of course, 
are anxious to be convinced that “ougier has totally 
distorted the facts, have both called attention to 
this telegram. Rougier reproduces its text on. 
Page 159 of his book under the heading "Ratification 
de l'Angleterre”. It also features as photostat _ 
No. VIII on Pages 420 and 421. ¢ ye \t 


We note from the end the third 
paragraph of the draft memorandum P. F. Tennant 
enclosed in Mr. Duff Cooper's letter No. 559/24/45 of 
May 16th to you that he describes the telegram as a 
summary for the information of Rougier of the results 
of the abortive negotiations pursued in Madrid between 
September and November 1940. The Madrid négotiations 
apparently came to an end on November ll, 1942 and it 
is not clear why we should have taken the trouble to 
summarise their results to Rougier on the 2lst November, 
if that was in fact the sole purpose of the telegram. 


The Prime Minister's Parliamentary state- 


ment in the House of Commons on June 12th did not, of 
course, go into any detail and therefore throws no light 
on this point. “e should be emer cretetal for your 
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I am sending a copy of this letter td Adrian 
Holman in Paris. sti i 


Yours ever, 


he 2h ok Lo 


4 
» 
; 
‘ 
- 
= 


S . .% 


Pp: 7 os 


¥ 
¢ 


on "hie /~ 
— 


m 


oF 2 

med 
nica- 
wever, 


OL 


5 


- 
- 


ho 


Ly 


infor 


a 


” 


> La 
o ea 


: 


3 


* 


a. 


- 


will see 


a 


ut 


db 


Uu 


s” 
- 


in Madrid 


“time he 


.* 
- 


commu 


- 


. 


are on 


* any 
le 


at 


; 


: 
. 


4 


| = 


a 


ry to comply 


1) 
0 
Ma: 


Yo 
essa 


4 


a for 
Gove nments, and 


_ 


Rdg 


x 


Ali ae “ae 
‘of ‘this advance 


sh 
ons 
Oo reason, 


: 


‘Was prepa 


el 


and we 
“4 


ce 
ch to answe 


4 
. 


7 
_ 


use 
Wat 
f 


? 
3 


e 
tia ti 
éted at th 


vs 


me 


- 


inex, 
0 


= 
a 
{ey 
- 
- 
i 
- : 


on 


a U<s. 
Ky. 


- 
~“, 


uu 


" “ ite Me ‘ 


o 
a ee 


@ Lt 
“\ x he 

J. 4 
‘ Me : “ 
tens’ 
ORNs pee 
all Le mm" 
nego, 


_ 
@ “a 


“~ 


ati 


an 

ic 

ma 
és 


é we 


er 


> 4 
t 
ey 


7 
” 


- 


a 
a with 


° 
a~ 


th 
c 
prance. 
a 


7 
4 
aan 2 
<Tiye 


i= 


? 


o _ 
x. 
2 
ie 
hi : 
. ate - 
ud» 


~ 


nct 


h 
Li 
otf 


r 


is 
; 
ao 


8 from Pert 
aa 


fe 
w 


ker 
pie 


ie, 
c 


« 


~~ 


been 


or 


. 
a | 


mai 


. 


for 
ula -1oO 


not 


on f 


> 


- 2s Pe ; 
om pes 


ye 


a. 
Qu 


ers on. 


- 
: 
: 
* ara 


" . 


oth 


. 


r 

ou sh 

bs 
th 


- 


éafte 


‘The memorandum 
Fre 


1, 


7 
- 


= 
- 


h ha 


“Lona 


+ 
. 2 
@ 


* 
, 


> 
z 
of 
+ 


an 


4 
wee 


- 


Rs 
- 
| ° 
¢ - 
er $ 
a a x 
Mes 
- 
> 


7 


f 


as Se 
& 
= 
AY 
oe. 
‘¢ 
2 
py 


a 

other en 
d 

“gtal 


ther 
} why y 


. 
7 


’ ‘ 6 ¢ * 
: ey . ae pe. 
: SS a. 


ot > 
a. 


a . 
eet >» ie “he 
” od 


¥ es ae : P 
7« - 


7 


se ae 
, nth 


aS 
a." 


4 Te et 


My 


a, 
° | 


a ane § . 
A oe ek ot ae 
ie hit Mt e 


Gy 


cf Aaah Mg he a 


+ 


arg pe: Fo 


ae steht ee 


4, 9 ti? ; * a : , ‘3 ye ry 
S » - — , 3 : S : od - : '- cas raf $%. 
a. 
. 


&  emor andtam gnalceed dn . 


44 ’ a ” t Dong x a4 . 
+4 , 7 « : e*. | ’ 9 y. han, a 
a » 


“eoclosure | sO". Teds am 


e >) f : 


it should form the second enclosure to «8 ies 


to ‘the Ambadsador an) ‘Paris: anétructing. him to - 


’ " + ; rah , . . 
+ : Poe & ks *. ~~ ay ! : y a , (4 


lay ‘the’ whol é matter before the gicnatanlide or 
Pro first. Paylowene ‘ be the sta tement Whick 


O48 


te | 


iS > MA 


: ; : : > ” , a ; y 
, . i s ok . ; - 7 Phi ds _ 


Hi 


, 7 


the Prime. Minister ‘Nail already made about’ Rouge 


’ 7 +3 : 
a 


Z - y* ? . : 7 a ps 4 7 ee : - 
- 


> 
“ 


in the House et Commons, and ‘ the others 
the documents }to which b refer. 


- - 5 mi ¢ 
. ~*~ < - . 
: iv ~~ : ae | ; 


; In addition, to ail this, Richard Speaignt 
has also. prepared [rolminons. notes on Rougier's 


N 


. 
se 


Ke 


WRITTEN’ IN T 


- 


. 


, 7 . - - ' 
“ 2 ¥ » 7 ty 7 ‘x - : . of ‘ 
: 7 


BE 


a a - - 


i 


oF: whith: we ‘will ‘elso. let you have’ 


my 


- 
> 


‘an due co pee. 


7 


TO 


PHING | 


a, al 
RS og OR 


4 
a 
. 


~<s 
™~™ F 
~ 


—™. 


- 
~~ 


he 


- Sa 
ae me 


re 
~~ 


= es 
e 


> 
os 
vyl 


ax 
wa 


‘ 
by ‘ 


grt t 
es. he. 


_ 
— . 
7 

x 


+ “ on 
« a °? 
> J 


- 


* 
os 


PQREIGN OFFICE, 3.¥.1. 


12th July, 1945. 
(z 7448/255/17) 


The answer to the questions in yout letter G 147/~/45 
of the 15th June about the telegram to His Majesty's Consul- 
General in Geneva in the course of the so-called Pétain-~ 
Churehill n _ heaggbbactme is contained in the enclosed dreft 
memorandum ( ess annexes) prepared by Richard Speaight. You 
will see from this why it was felt necessary to comply with 
Rougier's request that he should be informed of the outcome 
of the negotiations in Madrid which had not been completed at 
the time he left London for France. 


The memorandum was prepared for communication to the 
French and United States Governments, and thereafter for 
publication, 4nd we are only awaiting clearance from various 
other authorities concerned before proceeding in this sense. 
There is no reason, however, why you should not in the meantime 
make use of this advance copy as background with which to 
anfwer gmp other enquiries from Pertinax, Edgar Mowrey and 
others on which you find it impossible to stall, provided you 
keep dark the main point in the memorandun, which is that the 
alleged photostatic copy of the document headed by Rougier 
"“Entretien avec Churchill" is a bare-faced forgery of Rougier's. 
This revelation should have considerable news value and we 
do not want the effect to be diminished by premature 
disclosure, Besides, if Rougier got to know that we were 
proposing publicity to accuse him of forgery, it would give 
him the opportunity to prepare his defence in 4dvance. 


As well as communicating this memorandum to the French 
and the Americans and giving it wide publicity, we also i 
propose to let the French and Americans have a very full dossier. 
of all our relevant documents of the time in sup ort of our | 
case as made out in the memorandum, This @ssier will we hope, 
in due course also be published in the form of a White 
Paper. You will see that the memorandum enclosed in this 
letter is headed "Enclosure No. &". It is in fact intended 
that it should form the second enclosure to & despetch to the 
Ambassador in Paris instructing him to lay the whole 
matter before the French Government, the first enclosure to 
be the statement which the Prime Minister has already made 
about Rougier in the House of Commons, and the others 
the documents composing this dossier to which I refer. 


In adaition to all this, Richard Speaight has also 
prepared some voluminous notes on Rougier’s book, copies of 
which we will also let you have in due course. 
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negotiations had in fact. been held at a 
neutral capital (iMedrid) during the 
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In his reply i, Cturehill explained that 


between H.M.G. and the Vichy Goverrment,, 


return for certain assuremees from Vichy 


House of Commons on the 12th June about t 


negotiations which took place in 1940 


Marehal Pétain after the visit to London 
of his emissary, M, Louis Rougier, It 
seemed particularly important to make the 
position of 11,.M.G. clear in this matter, 
Since M, Rougler hed shortly beforehand 
publisned in Canada a book giving a 
account. of his mission to Lomion 
in which he sought to prove the existence of a 
secret. agreement, This book has since 
become available to the Foreign Office and 
has been found to contain only a wholly 
misleading interpretation of the policy of 
Hi.M.G, in the negotiations with Viehy, 
certain serious mis-statements af fact which 
that. on the 28th 
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Ctory ami the extent 


had 


of affaires beth in this 
z North Afréice back into the war on the 


Allied side when the time was ripe, MM. 
Rousier agreed to undertake this 
1 & mote of the arguments 


aid use in lie interview with Genera) 


a 
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a 


Weygernd could be got to realise our 
confidence in ultimate vi 

to whieh Vichy 

negotiction with Hi,i,G, with the object of 
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fron persom.] attacks on Marghal 
M.G, would not attempt to 
at thie ormy other stage, 


various alleged wilertakings on the British 
pide ~ notebly thet the B.B.C. would 
Pétain and that H, 

Viehy control - which were never given 
Cepies of both documents are annexed for 
purpose of Gamparigon (Anmexes A ani B), 
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 Jetter giving an aceowst. of his conversations 

in North Africa and with Marshal Pétain at 
Vichy, He maintained in this letter that 
the Marghal hed asked him to assure the 
Prime Minister that. France would not sign 
& separate peace with the Axis before the 
em of hostilities between England and 

; that she would not scurremer air 

oy naval bases or her fleet t% the Axis ani 
would resist any Axis attempt to seige her 

lonies; ani that she accepted as a fait 


é 


War end that no fresh operation would 
be directed ageinst French West Africa, 
oy North Afpiea, There was, 


: 


letter ani 1,0.G,. never received any 
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‘that he should be informed of 
the outoome of the negotiations at Madrid 
whieh wore still in progress at the tim of 
his visit. to London, The photostat copy 
of the telegram is doubtless an authentic 
reproduction of the text as received by 

rougier amd the fact that certain 
possages in it differ slightly from the 
veraion in the Foreign Office archives can 
by errore in trangaission, 
S telegram contains, however, 
re than « suwemery of the course of tie 


which as explained by 
Prime Minister in his statement. on the 


Jume, evertually came to nothing) 


: 


cormexion with M, Rougier's conversations 
London and Dears no relation to the 
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Qbesrver at Potein's trial. Bis 
Requests authority to send a menber j 


of the Embassy staff to attend Petain' 
report on it. | in's trial and 
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Dated _ 20th June, 1945. 
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I think on the whole the Embassy should send an 
observer to the trial. In view of the probability 
that it will bring up the Prime Minister's communic- 
ations with Marshal P6étain, I would prefer that he 
should be an inconspicuous member of the staff so as ta 
prevent any possibility of demonstrations. But I 
agree that we should have a reliable eye witness 


present. 


Query. Inform Mr. Duff Cooper accordingly. 


Wron~r4 


June 26th, 1945. 


J 
— 
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As you know, the trial of Pétain will probably begin early 
in July. The question arises whether the Embassy should send 
someone to attend and report on ite We have not hitherto sent 
members of the staff to attend Purge trials and when we have 
suggested doing so, the Foreign Office has opposed it. See for 
instance your telegram to us at Algiers No. 448 of the 9th May, 71451 A 
1944.  .The main reason on which your instructions nét to send y/- 
anyone to Derrien's trial were based, namely that you thought 
that the Prench Committee ought not to hold Purge tri till 
France was liberated, no longer applies. The Pétain will 
clearly be an historical event of great importance, of which you 
ought to have an eye-witness's report and not mer one based 
on such accounts as the réstricted Prench press can print. There 
is the further point that His Majesty's: Government may be directly 
concerned with the trial, if Pétain persists in trying to use the 
story of the 1940 negotiations in his defence. 


For the above reasons the Ambassador gonsiders that he 
should be authorised to send a member of his’staff to attend the 
trial and he hopes that you will agree. 


0.C. Harvey, Esq, C.B., C.M.G., 
Foreign Office, 
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(from ur Harvey) 


Thank you for your letter 237/14/k5 

of June 20th about sending an observer 
to Petain's trial. 

2. We realise that the circumstances 
are different from what they were at the 
political trials at Algiers and we agree 
that it would be to our advantage isk oe 
Embassy pevresentative to be present as an 
observer. Since it seems likely that our 
negotiations with Pétain in 1940 will be 
brought up at the trial we would prefer 
that the observer should be a relatively 
Junior member of the sbAtf so as to prevent 
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ier's book on 


Number Y 7626/255/17 Reports agence France presse statement in press 
ET of 22nd June concerning evidence given by Rougier on 
"Commission Rogatoire" in United:States, and 
summarising Mr. Chantemps's letter to Mr. Rougier 
314 Saving accusing Mr. Reynaud of suppressing the second half 
of the prime Minister's message. Considers it 

Dated 23rd June important that the Ministry of Information should 
Baiateed take immediate steps toc false impression 

in Registry2oth June 1945] given by. professor Rougier's book. 
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Duff Cooper De. (by bag) 23rd June, 1945. 
NGe JL, SAVING 


23rd June, 19256 Rede 4,0 De Me 25th J NB » 192.5- 
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Repeated to Washingten No. 12 Saving. : 7 , 7626 


errs = 
26 JIN 1945. 


‘ha. #2 0 e.8Gtw 


Your telegram No. 1126. Vbbvt 2s<h7 


Press of 22nd June prints statement put out by Agenee 
France Presse stating that High Court has now reeeived record 
of evidence given by Rougier en "Commission Rogatoire” in 
United States. After brief reference to Rougier’s evidenee 
about alleged agreement of November 1940 (which is supported by 
photographs of docunents) statement summarises story told by 
Chautemps in the letter to Rougier printed on pages 309 to 31, 
of latter's book, namely that M. Reynaud suppressed the seeond 
helf of the Prime Minister's message agreeing that Freneh should 
open armistice negotiations and so led Frenéh Council of 
Ministers to believe that His Majesty's Government had rejected 
out of hand French request te be released from undertaking 
not to make separate armistice or peace. 


2. Figaro adds that "Reynaud is understood to have 
informed the Examining Commission of the High Court that the 
Chautemps letter contains so many inaccuracies that he doubted 
its authenticity". There are presumably other witnesses 
available to say exactly what toek plawee at the meeting of the 
Gouneil of Ministers in question. If Chautemps’ story proves 
to be true, effeet is bound to be very damaging for Reynaud. 


3%. Copy of Reugier’s bock has been reecived here and 


memorandum on the subject.gees to you by bage I consider it 

most impertant that Ministry of Information should take steps 

rithout delay to contradiet false iupression that ¢his book 
sonvey and whieh is likely to preduce persistent 
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2. The Department have been at work | 


; “ A 


a 


on this and I now submit our suggestions. 
We are faced with a barefaced forgery of a 
British document and I think it is 
important that the facts should be given to 


the press. We have, therefore, prepared a 


full statement of the facts about this 


- 
: 


forged document which I suggest should be 
communicated to the press through the 


Ministry of Information. Copies will of 


course be communicated to the French 


Government at the same time. 

Se We also think that the time has come 
to communicate the copies of the relevant 
documents from our archives to the French 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs. some of these 


documents are already available to them, but 
the most effective way of showing the 


position is to let them have a gomplete set. 


‘ 


You may remember that the Fordgn Secretary 


5 | , 


was of the opinion that there might be some 


advantage in publishing the documents and 


» 
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he satisfied himself at the time 
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*s book. 
2. The Department. have been at work on this ant 
I now submit our suggestions. We are faced with a 
barefaced forgery of s British document and I think 
it is important that the facts should be given to the 
press, We have, therefore, prepared a full statement 
of the facts about this forged document which I euge 
should be communicated to the press through the 
Ministry of Information, Copies will of course be 
communiented to the French Government st the same 


S. We also think that the time hes came to 
communicate the coples of the relevent documents 
from our arehives to the French Ministry af Foreign 
Affairs. Some of these documents sre already 


course. We therefore propose thet, in addition to 
Comunicating the text of the decunents to the 
Ministry of Pereign Affairs, we should, on the 


reassembly of Parlioment la; os a Shite Pager our 

despatch to Paris including a1] these documents. 
I now cubmit a 

I should like to send to Duff Cooper, 

the text of the documents. I should expleix 

we hve discussed this procedure with Sir Desmond 

Morton, whe has concurred in the drefte, ani I do 

not. propose to bother you with the text of the 


“Sd:) ALEXANDER CADOGAN 


In your telegram Mos$U; Saving of the 
23ra dune end your despatch No. Gi of the 
26th June Your Exeellenay urged that ection 
should be taken without delay in order 
publicly to correct the mis-statemnts about 
the relations between Hi.i.G. and the Vichy 
Govorpmment Guring the first months of the 
Vichy regime contained in M Louis Rougicr’s 
recently published book “Les Acsords 
PétainChurehill' 
2e As you are aware, 4M, Rougier’s 
allegation that lsl.G, concluded a secret 
agreement with Marehal Pétain in the sutumn 
of 1940 was refuted in my statev:ent in the 
House of Vommons on the 12th duns, a copy 
of whieh is enclosed herein for convenionce 
ef reference (Hnelosure Noel)» Timt statemnt 
was, however, prepared before the recei:+ of 

‘gugier’s book and I share your view tht it 
is now desirsble to publish a fuller account 
of the contacts with Yiehy over the period in 
question so as to ensure that public opinion | 


re. & a - ,.¢; ‘ 4 . 


in this country and still more in France 
and the U.S. should not .¢ misled by the 


version of the facts put out by M, 
A further ani mere detailed statement, of which « 


reason for its publication end asking them to treat 

it as confidential until the @te of release, You 
will doubtless arrange with your Frees Attaché for 

the statement to be made available to the French 

presgs on that day. 

3e The Yoreign Office statement should suffice to 
prove beyond doubt the Milsity of MeRougier'’s claims in 
cennexion with the aileged "Gentlenmn’ s Agreenent". 

it does not, however, give in detail the whole story 

of the persistent but unsucceseful efforts of H.ii.G. 

to reach en understending with the Geyemment<at 

with the object of limiting to the maximum possible 
extent the degree of their collaboration with the cnemy « 
4t is clearly impertant that the #rench Government 
should be fully informed of the facts, so that they can 
rightly appraise our action in this matter and the 
motives that Ray behind it. To this end i have decided 
thet certain relevant documents from the Yereign Office 
erchives should be communicated forthwith to the 
diniatry of Foraign Affairs for their confidential 
info:mation. These documents fall inte two sets which 
form enclosures Nose3 and 4 to the present despatch: 
the first set covers the negotiations conducted through 
the British and French Anubassadorse at sadrid between 
September and November 1940, and the secon contains 


certain records and correspondence arising out of 
er's mission to London in October of that year. — 


‘, 


in comnunicating these two sets of documents to the 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs you should explain their 


umofficial contact to. lates, coe between the two 
Governments, ami before the departure of the French 
Chargé a'Affairs, an understanding was reached whereby 
this object would be achieved by the appointment of 
official diplomatic ugents of the respective Governments 
in London and Vichy. later, however, the Vichy 
Goverment (doubtless acting under German pressure) 
made difficulties about receiving a Sritish agent and 
suggested as an alternative that contact should be 
utingeined through the British and: Prangh Exnbassies at 
Madrid. HelieGe agreed to this procedure ana the 
Giscussions at Madrid continued at intervals throughout 
the following three wonths. Their object was, on the 
British side, to obtain assurances from Vichy that 


they would not offer the ¥rench fleet to the Germans, 


allow the Vermans tc establish themselves in the 
African territories under their control or themselves 
attack the free french, colonies. Provided that 
preliminary assurances were given on these points H.M.G, 
were prepared © enter into detailed discussions for a 
modus yiveudi whereby, in exchange for binding 
umiertakings on the points in question, linited trade 
would be allowed between Metropolitan france and the 
French African territeries under Vichy contrel. in 

the event, however, the discussions ied to nothing, 
lergely because the Vichy Goverment insisted that 
Hi,k.G. should undertake to make no further attacks on 
their territory end ships and to give up their 

support of General de Guile or && least not to help 
hin to rally further french territerios. There was in. 
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5e The 15 decuments camtained in enclosure No.3 consist 
of telegrams or despatches exchanged between the Foreign 
Office and H.M, Aubassador at Madrid, Most of them deal 
only with the details of the negotiations and require — 
explanation. Special mention should,: however, be made 

of documents Nos.6 and 8, containing a personal message 
sent by The King to Marshal Pétain of the 25th October 
and the Marshal's reply of the 2ni November. H.M.‘s 
message was sent at the time of Wershal Pétain's meeting 
with Hitler at Montoire, when it seemed that there ws a 
real danger of the Germans establishing bases in orth 
Africa and securing the use of the French fleet. Although 
this Ganger did not materialise it will be observed that 
the Marshal's reply was couched in terms which held little 
promise of future cooperation between Vichy and britain. 
6. The documents forming enelosure No.i; require little 
coment, The first two are records of M. Rougier's 
conversations with Lord Halifax on the 2th October end: 
with Lord Nalifax and the Prime Minister on the 25th 
October. ‘They show how little justification there is for 
his claim to have discussed with them the details of a 
poasible secret agreement with Marshal Pétain. The third 
documents is the telegram sent to 4, Rougier at Geneva 

on the 2lst November via H.M.Consul-General. ‘The fourth 
is an extract from the letter M. Rougier sent from Lisbon 
on the 5th December to the Prime Minister and Lord 
Halifax reporting on his conversations in North Africa and — 
with Marshal Pétein at Vichy. The fifth is the more 
detailed report which followed this letter. These ere the 
only accounts whieh H.MeG. received from M.Rougier on his 
mission and it wihl be Observed that nothing in them bears 
out his contention that. Marshal Pétain meena 

; under any commitment to H.M.G. 


The Prim Ministery was asked in the House of 
Comens on the 12th June about the negotiations whieh 

plees ip 1940 between His Majesty's Government and 
the Viehy Governmente In his reply Mre Guurchili exz- 
Jeimed that megetiations hed in fact been hold et a 
poutre] eapitel (Ne@wid) duping the aatunn of 29403 thet 
His Majesty's Government hed been prepared to conelude 
® gees vivend, in return for certein assurances from 
Viehy wherehy limited trade would be allowed through the 


bieckade between French North Africe and Netropoliten 


Pranes, but that nothing came of their proposals owing 


to the unsatisfactory attitude of the Vichy Governmente 


The statement continued that in Ooteber 1940 an emissary 
whe represented himeelf as acting on the personal 
ructions of Merehal Pétain eame to London, spparentiy 
for the purpose of gauging the state of opinion in this 
country, and was received by the Prime Minister and Lord 
thet he brought with him ne prepesale for en 
agreement , thet no agrecuent was concluded with 
through that or any other channel, 
fhe Prime Minister's statement was 20d in order to 
| im the United states ond 
Prange to the effect thet His Bajesty"s 


Hajenty's Governcont elear in thie mtter, since 
nad shortly beforehand publiehed 
in GeneGa a book giving « Gicterted secount of his | 
miesion to Lonéee in whieh he sought te preve the 
existence of a seeret agreement. This bock hes since 
peoane availiable to the Foreign Office and has been 
found to eontain mot only a whelily misleading inter 
pretation of the policy of His Majesty's 
in the negotiations with Viehy, but certain serious 
mis-statencnte of fect whieh call for early 
corre cticnhe 
Monsieur Reugier alleges thet on the 26th 
October, before leaving London, he drew up a note 
ef the terms which eecerding te his understanding 
would be acceptable to both His Majesty’s Government 
end the Vichy Government as the basis fer a searet agree- 
monty that this note was approved by the Prime Minister 
with eerteim efditions 4m hie own hen@eriting; that hy 
(Rougier) gave the gete pereonally to Mereheal Pétein 
om the lith Noveuber and learnt « few days later that the 
hed “given the order to ratify the segotiation"; 
ead that on the 


hy whet purports to be the ful3 text of the 
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Rougier explains that this was Gene in order to aveié 
ereusing the suspicions of the photographer who made it. 
fects are as follows, Monsieur Rougier brought 
to London go proposals for an agreement with the Vichy 
and wae never authorised to make any such 
@0 behalf of His Majesty's Governncnt either te 
n or to eny other authority et Vichys it was, 
9 suggested te him thet on leaving Lendon he should 


te Algiers in order to provide General Wygend, then 
Vichy Commissicner in Preneh North Africa, with first- 
hamé evidence of the state of effairs both in this country 
ang et Viehye It was heped that, if General weygend could 
be get to realise ow confidence in ultimate victory and the 
extent te whieh Vichy had already fallen under Gcrman 
control, he might be induced to enter of his own initiative 
into direct and seeret negotiation with Hie Majesty‘s 
Governnent with the object of Bringing North Africa deck 
imte the war on the Allied side when the time wos Pipe. 
Honsiew Reugier agreed to underteke this mission end pre- 
pared a note of the epguments which he would use in his 


interview with General Weygand under the heeding “Entretien 


being Kept in the Foreign Office archives and cortein 
aGitions were made in beth copies with the Prime Minister's 


‘epprevele The photestet copy in Monsieur Rougier's book 


to. the first page of the Foreign Office copy of 
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alleged undertekings on the British side ~ notably 
the British Breadessting Oerperation would refrain from ; 
attacks on Mersha) Pétein and thet Hie Majesty's 

rament would set attempt te win over Freneh colonics 

 pemeining under Viehy eontrel < which were never given or 
eontemplated at this or any other stage. Gopics of both 
Gocunents are annexed fer purpose of comparison (Annexes A 
and B)e Rougher's version of the note may be on 
eariier draft of thie deeusent, but if eo it Was not en 
dereed by iis Majesty's Governuent and Nonsicur Rougier was 
never euthorised to convey to any French authority that His 
ty's Government would be prepared te accept an agreement 
with Viehy on the lines which it indicated. 

Reugier's attempt to prove that the so-called 
"Gentleman's Agreement* was later confirmed by the Vichy 
Government and His Majesty's Government is equally without 
foundetion. In the course of December Monsieur Rougier 
addressed to the Prime Minister and Lord Halifax ea istter 
giving an cocount of his conversations in Forth Africe and 
‘with Meyehel Pétein at Vichye He maintained in thie letter 
hat the Marshal hed asked him te essure the Prime Minister 
France would not eign e seperate pesce with the axis 
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Governnent never received any commmicati 0 Crom Marshal 
Pétein or his Governnent suggested that thoy considered 
themselves under any comitment as @ result of Monsieur 
Reugier’s conversations. As regards the Porcign Office 
telegram of the @ist Novenber, such o telegram was in fact 
Geapatened te His Majesty's Gonsul-General at Geneva, in 
erder to comply with Monsieur Rougier’s requcsct thet he 
should be informed of the cuteome of the negotiations at 
Mearid whichwre still in progress et the tive of his visit | 
to Londeme The photostat copy of the telegram is doubtless 
an authentic reproduction of the text as received by 
Monsieur Rougier and the fact that certain posseges in it 
differ slightiy from the vereion in the Forcign Office 
erchives cam be explained by errors in trancr:issione This 


tédegram contains, however, nothing more than a sumaary of 
the couree of the Madrid negotistions (which os explained ty 
the Prime Minister in his statement on the Gth June, 
eventually came to nothing) he no connexion «ith Monsieur 
Rougier’s conversations in Lendon and bears no relation te 


the "Gentleman's Agreement" which according to Monsieur 
Rougier was coneluged through his Lntermediarye 

In order to remove any remaining misunderstandings about 
the relations between His Majesty's Goveruwnt end Viehy in 
the months following the cOnelusion of the Franee-Gerpman 
ammisties, the Foreign Office intend to tako on eerly 
opportunity of publishing all the relevant docunentes 
Meanwhile, copies of these documents have been communicated 
fer their information to the Freneh and United states 
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10, DOWNING STREET, 
WHITEHALL, 


COPY OF MINUTE BY THE PRIME MINISTER. 


Reference: Minute to the Prime Minister by 
Sir A. Cadogan (PM/45/315 of 5.7.45) - 
Monsieur ROurer's book. 


Initialled 

"W.S.C. 

6.7. ee Z 
pedttriere sored without 


amendment. 
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| i ete Refers to Paris telegran No.314 saving of 23rd ~. 
June, (Z 7626/255/17) and transmits copy of a Le 
memorandum summarising the main points in Monsieur 
Rougier’s book “Les Accords Pétain-Churchill", 
: together with copy of an extract from “Liberation" 
559/ 36/45 of 24th June in which Monsieur ®ougier's version 
- 26th dune, of the facts is given. ps 
Received Considers that a full statement of the true 
im Registry | 27th June, | facts should be published in order to make it clear 
1945. that the essential part of the doucment published 
France ~ as a record of Monsieur Rougier's conversation with 
| the Prime Minister is a forgery. Copied M.of I .& Weshingtx 
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With reference to my telegram No.314 Saving of the 

23rd June, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith 

a copy of a memorandum containing a summary of the main 

points in Monsieur Rougier'’s book "Les Accords Pétain- 

Churchill", which concern His Majesty's Government. I 

also have the honour to transmit a copy of an article in 

the Paris paper "Libération" on the 24th June, which gives | 

Monsieur Rougier's version of the discussions at the end 

of 1940 and which is evidently based on this book. 


Sir, 


Ze This article contains no criticism of the part 
ascribed to His Majesty's Government in these discussions 
nor, indeed, has any such criticism yet appeared in the 
Paris press. At the same time, as stated in my Saving 
telegram under reference, I am strongly of the opinion 
that a full statement should be published without delay 
giving the true facts in sufficient detail to refute 
Monsieur Rougier's allegations. I hope that it will be 
possible for me to give the French Provisional Government 
advance notice of the contents of this statement and in 
particular to make it clear to them that the essential 
part of the document falsely represented by Monsieur 
Rougier as a record of his conversations with the Prime 
Minister, is a forgery. 


Se I.am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister 
of Information and to His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington. 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable Mapl Cowper 


Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P.; 
etc., etc., etc. 


SUMMARY OFr ERS ACCORDS ERAS aU ROBILL" 
BY MONSI ROUGIER. 


I have run through Rougier's book “Les Accords Pétain- 
Churchill". Mr. Speaight, who dealt with the whole bu: ‘Bi 
in the Prench Department at the time in 1940, tells me that he | 
hopes to produce very shortly a memorandum about the book, 

We need not therefore attempt any full analysis here. 


I do not think that there is anything particularly ner in 
his account of the alleged agreement. It is important that 
the “text of the Protocole”™ printed on pages 131 to 135 is 
genuine down to the end of Section D at the top of page 133 
and from there on is a forgery. It is the remaining part of the 
text as printed in the book which supports the Pétain-Flandin 
case. It is highly relevant that the reproduction of the. 
photostat of the original of this document printed on p 
416 and 417 shows only the first page which ends precise atta 
the heading to Section E, i.e. he produces no photostat of the 
forged part. Purther, in the photostat the mame in the heading 
"Entretien avec ....." is scored out. Rougier sayé that the. 
name was Churchill and that he scored it out in order that the 
photographer should not see it. In fact the name was Weygand. 
The whole document of course reads quite differently if it is 
known to be "notes for a conversation with Weygand" and not 
“record of a conversation with Churchill". Another point is 
that the photostat shows quite clearly that the corrections are 
in the hand of Sir W. Strang and not in that of the Prime 
Minister. 


Another point of interest is that the book shows that 
Rougier had no confirmation that Vichy had ratified the alleged 
agreement other than the telegram of the 2ist November to Geneva. 
It is obviously exceedingly odd that he should not have been told 
by Vichy itself that they had accepted the alleged agreement. 
Pertinax, doubtless prompted by the Embassy at Washington, in his 
telegram printed in Paris Mondiale of the 2ist June, takes the 
point that Rougier's story that Vichy ratified the agreement on 
the 11th November is exploded by the fact that on that very 
day Sir Samuel Hoare received an extremely unsatisfactory note 
rng the French Government (see page 257 of the documents printed | 

in “Anglo-French Relations, August - December 1940). 


The only part of the book which seems to me really troubie- * 

some from our point of view is chapter 8 "La consigne du Silence". | 
po also the earlier statement that when in London he was for 
bidden by the Foreign Office to contact de Gaulle (see pages _ 
117 and 138). There were doubtless good reasons at the time 
for trying to suppress his story in America, but they are not 
now apparent and it would be useful if we could have an ongeer. 
about. them. 


The second half of the book from page 176 is mainly a= 
slashing attack on Gaullisme past and present, with which the 
French can be left to deal. There is of course much anti- 
British material in the book as a whole, which may provide. 
ammunition to those who now care to use it, but it is not in Sy 
itself new. See for example the attack on British ere A before: 
pong war and up to the Armistice on pages 83-90. It is o ay ate 

ching ‘ite = be Bee Pe pargges ry told that this ‘A 


es 


is 5 ha ast bai ee 


# . 


« 


‘ 2 ud i, . *e , v . : py 7 
- to prigy % af Hq ee 


y 2 eS 


* “AQ 
4 - y . 
.. y r fo» rt 
— _ 2 ¥ Steg ‘ 
4 ; ; : 


ry ‘a to do about the fact that his 
ace on a "Commi ssion Rogatoire” in the 
cepted. Today"s press states that 
t been taken and received here. 
the story told in the 
on pages 309-314, that at the 
isters on the afternoon of 16th June 
f of Mr. Churchill's message 
berately suppressed the second 
| t His Majesty's Government 
entrusted to Britain, so that 
impression that His undeats'e 
. tO agree to a separate 
I do- . there is any reason for us to worry 
about this story, but if it is true, it may have considerable 
mportance from the point of view of French internal politics 
d would, I i » completely finish Reynaud. There must 
be otk s1teneate besides Chautemps of what took place who 
could @onfirm or deny the story. 


I think that it is worth reporting the fact that Rougier's 
evidence has now been received here. I submit a draft Saving 


telegram. 


D.P. Reilly. 
d e 1945. 
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promesse de Vichy de 
aucune aide a l’Axe 
OUS avons publié jeudi un document 


‘ \o aw ow Vr ow 


ne fournir © 
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N sensationnel prou- 
vant la volonté de collaboration de Pétain avec les Alle- 


mands : le télégramme adressé 4 Hitler en acat 1942, apres. 


le débarquement allié 4 Dieppe, et of-' 
frant au « Fuehrer » la participation des: 
forces francaises & Ia « défense de ’Ru- 
| . 

Ce télégramme constituera un des arguments’ 
massues du procureur général Mornet. : : 
Comment la défense pourra-t-elle riposter ? Elle 
semble compter sur cet étrange persdnnage qui, 
joua au cours de l’automne 1940 un role diploma- 
tique dont le mystére commence & se dissiper : le! 
professeur Rougier. 


Le professeur —naee r qui se trouve actueil | 
New-York a été entendu. meal avena dit, our oan AB 
rogatoire du Parquet de la Haute Cour de Justice. nar ie 
comeul de France 4 New-York. I] prétend avoir négocié. 
mandaté ‘gel Pétain, un accord, ou plutét un « gentlemen's) 
agreement » a@ec Winston Churchill. Ce «< gentlemen’s 


ae >» prévoyait que, si ja France n'apportait auicune|' 
militaire aux Etats totalitaires, ‘le peereesnesntil de 


? 


| 


Sa Majesté s'engageait A ta restaurer dans sa randeur 
AUT AS victoire et A lui f RA 

économique. ui faciliter en atte t se as! 

‘aprés le professeur Rougier, et vraisemblablement jes! 

défenseurs de Pétain ces né iati rai 

-« double-jeu » du Maréchal. oppmetparthe. a og od 
Nows sommes en mesure de publier hai, 

des tiens, ainsi que le texte 


de deux decements du plus heat inférét : on cide- 
mémeire eaneté por Wiaston Charchill, et le « Geatie- 
wens agreement » feisant suite aux poerpariers de 


Les Négociations §ven*<. =: 


‘ Reegier est rece ygond . 

30 jeillet 1940 Chrerchill d6- cui on view Suppeter ox teibe 
ee x aaoke de Churchill {"informant des négo- 
ye a a. een, — des engeutes. 1 
Hatres étrangéres de Vichy, d'en- § novembre A Vichy, Rouwgier): 
trer en pourperiers avec son ami sorta Soa 
Lione] Robbins, membre du minis Pétain qui donne l'ordre de rati-' 
tere britannique du bloces, fier le atgociation. 


—_ - 


—— 


| ROUGIER REVELE... 


Suite de fla Ire page 


b) Pas de bases aux Alliés, 
mais possibilité pour eux d’arréter 
les Allemands en Egypte : durée 


| 2 ou 3 ans, 


c) Perte de l’Egypte, de Suez et 
du contréle de ia Méditerranée 
par les Alliés : durée 10 ans. 

3° DECISIONS DE LA GRAN. 


- DE-BRETAGNE A L’EGARD DE 


— 


LA FRANCE : 

a) La rétablir dans son étendue 
et sa souveraineté si elle ne fait 
rien pour alder ia victoire des to- 
talitaires et a fortiori si elle aide 
& ta victoire britannique. 

b) Si des bases aériennes ou na- 
vales sont accordées aux totalital- 
res, la Grande-Bretagne ne répond 
plus du sort futur de la France et 
de son Empire. 

(Annotation de la main de 
Churchill : -dans ce cas,. ja 
Grande-Bretagne ferait tout ce qui 


' serait en son pouvoir pour briser 


— — 


le gouvernement qui aurait été 
coupable d’une si basse trahison. ) 
4° CONVENTIONS ECONOMI- 


victoire britannique. 


francais, 

suivante de Churchill : Si-le gé- 
néral Weygand veut lever |’éten- 
dard de la rébellion en Afrique 
du Nord, il peut compter sur la 
collaboration totale et effective du 
gouvernement et des uples de 
l’Empire britannique et sur |’as- 
Sistance des Etats-Unis. 


TEXTE DU 


~~ TELEGRAM- 


Gaulle. Nous avons déja déclare 


fendrions par mer en accord 
mvec les assurances que nous 
avons déjA données au général De 


sa grandeur et cecil concerne lies 
parties de l’Empire qui pour-; 
raient se déclarer pour ie géné- 
ral De Gaulle. ) 


C) Les conditions ci-dessus 
constitueraient. un arrangement 
provisoire. Dans le cas of Ia si- 
tuation changerait, nous recher- 
cherions un modus vivendi, 


Sous ces conditions, nous som- 
mes préts & entamer dés discus- 
sions économiques & Madrid avec 
le gouvernement de Vichy, 


INFLUENCE 
SUR LE CAS PETAIN 


Ces documents, aussi senss-, 
tionnels qu’lls solent, et bien 
que Pétain en attende sans doute 
le plus grand effet ne sembient 
pas de nature A modifier lopi- 
nion de l’accusation et de ia 
Haute Cour. 

Méme s'il était prouvé que 
pendant une partie de son séjour 
de 4 ans & Vichy le Maréchal a 
tenté de jouer doubie-jeu (quand | 
il s’apercut que le sort de ia 
guerre était incertain), cela ne’ 
change rien aux faits dont tl a 
& répendre et qui sont : com-' 
plot contre la République, signa’, 


ture de Parmistice, collaboration 
avec les Allemands. | 

Oe dont il est accusé, ce n’est' 
pas d@avoir trahi l’Angleterre,' 
mantis d’avoir trahi la France. ; 
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iakccignank Palace.| months ‘ot the: Vichy. regime which. are rebdsalnbe 


in a. ‘recently published ‘book. by” a ML ‘Louis 
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| Rougier entitled "Les ‘Accords. Pétaiti-Churchill". > 
We have 1 Fin mind not oniy to publish a full | 
account of what actually happened tegekher with 


a refutation of M: Rougier's mis-statements, 


IN. 2 


, M 


but also to communicate to the French and U.S. 


Governments a complete. dossier of the a ae 


| | Se eB teowst | 
documents in support of our—stetemest, and ‘ 


THIS 


this has been done, to publish these documents 


in a White Paper to be ‘laid before Parliament. 
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Among. the documents in question is a message fror 
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H.M+ The King to Pétain whiéh our Ambassador in - 
Madrid was asked on October 25th 1940: to 
communicate to‘the French Embassy for transmissiotr 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
9th July, 1945. 


Ths Foreign Office are considering what 
action they ougut to take to correct certain 
nis-statements about the relations eet 
H.NW.G.+and the Vichy Governnent ‘which are 
first months of the Vicuy re are 
contained in a — bl 
& M. Louis Ro aitithed “Las secozés 
Pétain—Otmrchi iv, We have it in mind not 
Only to publish a full aecount or what 
actually happened with a refotation of 
M. er's mis-statements, but also to 
commmicate to the French and United Stetes 
Governments 2 complete dossier of the relevant 
documents in ort of this account, and, 
after this has done, to publish tnesé- 
documents in a White Paper to be iaid before 
Parliament. Among the documents in question is 
a message from His Majesty The King to Pétain 
which our Ambassador in d was asked on 
October 25th 1940 to communicate to the French 
Embassy for transmission to the Marshal. 
Another document is Pétain's reply to this 
message delivered to our asibessador at Madrid 

on le French Ambassador on o two meses, _, 1940. 


Nahin Ay A110) 
4. whee 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 


10th July 1945. 
INDEX®e:: 


My dear Lawford, 

The King has no objection to 
the messages exchanged between him 
and Marshal Pétain in 1940, to which 
your letter of July 9th refers, being 
published, as proposed. His Majesty 
assumes that Pétain'’s reply will be 
published in the original French. 


Yours ever, 


we. « ee OE OE OE I IL 
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wont, : 


V. G. Lawford Esqa., 
Foreign Office. 


'y. le Marechal, 


At this serious juncture in the life of the British 
and French peoples, I send you a message of goodwill. The 
armistice which you were forced to make with the common 
enemy and his occupation of so many French ports and 
aerodromes for the attack on my country have been a very 
grievous addition to the burdens which my people have to 
bear. Nevertheless, these tragic events have not weakened 
in British hearts the sympathy and sense of comradeship 
which have grown up over many years of peace and war between 
the British and French nations. We are resolved to fight 
on to the end, and we are sure that the end will be a com- 
plete British victory over Hitler and his regime. We have 
solemnly declared that our victory will sarry with it the 
restoration Of-the freedom and greatness of France. 


Reports are reaching me of an attempt by the German 
Government to secure from you unde:takings that would go far 
beyond the terms accepted by you at the time of the 
armistice. [I recall that then you expressed your deter- 
mination to accept no terms dishonouring tothe name of Francé 
I am confident that now also you will reject proposals 
that would bring dishonour to France and grave damage to 
a late Ally. The disaster that overwhelmed France deprived 
us of her assistance, but it would ittded@d be a sombre event 
in history jin France were to range herself against us and 
afford direct assistance to our enemy. I do not doubt that, 
in refusing any such proposals that may have been made, 
you Will carry with you the overwhelming assent of all 
those among both our peoples, and in other countries, who 
have put their faith in your honour as a soldier and 
who see in a British victory their hope of salvation. 


"Sire, 


Le message de votre Majeste a retenu toute mon 
attention. 


Le peuple frangais, aprés avoir lutte aux cdtes du 
peaple britannique a ressenti profondement les agressions = 
dont notre pays a ete l'objet a plusieurs reprises de la 
part de la flotte britannique ainsi que le concours que 
le Gouvennement de Sa Majeste apporte a des Francais 
rebelles a leur patrie. Sans se departir de son salme, 
le Gouvernement francais a cherche a éviter tout ce qui 
aurait pu_aggraver la situation. Ml ne se livrera, pour 
sa part, a aucune attaque injustifiee; mais, conscient de 
ses devoirs, il saura faire respecter dans 1'honneur 
les interéts essentiels de la nation francaise, 


En raison des liens qui unissaient nos deux pays, 
c'est avec une grande douleur que je me vois obligé de 
parler a votre Majeste avec cette franchise ; c'est en 
tout cas, a mon sens, le moyen le plus sir a' appeler 
toute Sa haute attention sur un état de choses dont le 
Gouvernement frangais ne porte aucune responsabilite. 


Petain. 
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Report on olier mordrel. ee 


; 
, . 


Encloses copy of a Psychological warfare 
“anch Report on Monsieur Olfer mordrel; the - 
ton Home Rule Movement Leader, who was caught 


| in North Italy and sentenced to death by the 
French Government for activities against the 
19th June State. 
in Registry 29th June 1945 
eFrance | | 
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§ BRITISH a 


ROME. 


19th Jume, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


We enclose herewith a Psychological 
Warfare Branch report on Mr. Olier Mordrel, 
the Breton Home Rule Movement leader, who 
was caught in North Italy. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office, S.W 


, OLTER NORDREL LEADER OF THE HOUR RULE MOVEMENT Ti 


SRITTAN 2. 


% One of the mmerous personalities tobe caught during 
Cleaning tp operetions in rn I has been tir, ORier iordyel, 
poet gy of the Home Rule (ovement in Brittefyy who was condenned to 
death ly the rene Government for hie activities einet the French 
state and who escaped to Italy from Germany just before the final 
colle 4.repart written by him in Uilan has been shown to me by 
the ef of the French Mission at HQ 15th Army Group who thought 
that some of the infornetion which it contains yous be of value and 
interest to thé British Goverment, 


This report is interesting, not only as giving some precisc 
information om the history of the Bretor “stionalists and on lr. 
lerdrel’s sctivitios during the war, but it alesrly shore thet 
elihoughtthe Germana first: head tated te support this acvoment, they 
supported it fully from 1942 onwards and abandoned 1‘ towerds the 
end of 1944, Above all, it was clearly their intention to use it 

s potential political tine bomb for the vest var period sined ot 
bringing dissonticns between the Yestern Allies = including F 'TSNCG» 
It is tent fioant that Mordrel's first thought in ren ghine Itely wae 
to contact American offieers and attempt te sppcal to their country 
for support Unuer the pretemt that 17 Americs. wishes to rule the 
Atlantic 1% must be of integest ito them te heave a friendly 2 Bri teiny 
on the other side, MHMordrel atteupts 10 preve that vel ticisn ig not 
merely 2 locai feeling with e genuine grudge, thet is found in 
Brittany, ‘ales and Scotland. “wut 9 world force. lew Zealand includes 
a larce deltic population which may, in bis view, awaken itself 
during the post wer years and drift’ away from the British ‘apire; he 
mentions the I,.%.\, as a true expression of Celtisisam which ropresents 
a potential Ganger for ingland, Pinally, during the last days tinat 
preceeded the collspse of Germany, Mordrel wes soaked rroainent 
esis to join them in a secret eniterente: at which a kind of Hast 
coméntern was founded, designed at pursuing Nesi astivities under 
Allied Occupation, "“fasiam" he says “slready thinke of the hour of 
its revenge”, A summery of lMordrel's statement written in French is 
ig below together with translated extracts of his statements. 
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too low mamifactures which were too 


itens whieh Brittany can export aA: ‘of 
which it wishes te import from America, 


doxrdvel atates slearly that thio novonent but effects a 
minority that has developed itself clandestinely and which irtons t= 
isally took up a hestile attitudes to the Freneh State logkine to its 
adverseries far help, The french Government started its suvpressi on 
in 1988, "A ‘dearet-lci' was spacially directed acsainst us, Aga 
refult, a seorst e:treuist organisation called ‘Gwen ha du’ (black and 
white) replied by a number of agts of hostility, ‘hen ceme the war. 


The Germar: policy was to turn France s gainst | : Feed 1939 
onwards, the Lbeshirtlenst atte ys gry Reston éxtrenists, ‘The two 
ten for 


, the Reieh demanded t Vities of 
ve in return for their protection. cf Brittany's 


: be 


ined alcot from these dealings 


sitmen suiehats me hand and Germany en the other. 


declared in | 


ety” 3 Pelee 
oy “- 


% 
My # duvadl 


eu ete a Lt Dy 


oe 


494 a aration 
ve up al , eotivities and not 
e was alls the SD to return to France, 
After 5 mon #, still unter 8 ‘restrictions, he was 
nelcy allowed to go beck to his family et Rennes, "At the 
ef 1942 he chtained the authorisation to publish a cultural 
ya onlled ‘Stur', In this review he constantly exalted the 
Value of human personality and eonstaktiy refused to Hy 
instrictione of German propaganda, Towards the end of , when 
German censorship tried to Goupel hie te stert lounching a "oom 
egainst Russia and Amoriecr, he ceased te publish his review 
retired t¢ Wwsiness. During 1943 and under strict gontrol ef the 
SD, he dlaius to have onterteined relations with agents of 
the InteiJigence Service... He Gla to have porsuaded his fricand 
Hane van Etten, chief editer of "Storm" of Amsterdem to get in 
touch with the I. Yen Stten was found cut end hung by the 
vermens, ie then tried to resune normel relations with Prenat: 
Authorities but being condemned and suspect, his advances were not 
listened to. Tenee he became a two-fold prisoner of the Germans, 
During: the evaguation Zrom Paris. the Tasis comrelled him tc leave 
with tek Lrg x gisco Kis wite and ghildren, LIster, an officer of 
the SD * dai in Berlin “Ye hare y our wifs eané children, we now 
have Mi where we went him". Until Ostober 13944, Nordrel 


succeded in syciding the cantrol of the German Felice, \% Freiburg. 


he intended *o cncaps into Gwiteerland with the balp of « German 
‘gent of the intcliigence Sexvice, bul suspected again, hews sent 
to Berlin where he remained antdl February 1945, ‘The aD continuously 
attempted to use him but without suecess, On the 6th Pebhrucry, he 
WES arrested under the accusation of sabotere activities and the 
atteant to degert into Switrerland, He war sent to a concentration 
opiap, At that momant a tetier fron Deriot, chief of the PIF saved 
him in this respect, Doriot told kim that he had f cunied a Frengh - 
Goumittee of Liberstion in whiek he wanted hin to represent Srittanys 
The SD accepted Doriet's request and gave him back his liber pak i 
states at thin voint that be knew well gince £2 Alamein and . 
rmuany was beaten but joining Doriot's comittec 
was an esfeape from a concentration om: anlage wong ig 
himself to a wa lp PoP pings ong yr the early days of 
ipril he asked. the SD for permission to go to Bolzano er to. 
J Although aid not 


oz the ¢ 


¢ 


: ‘ 


After explaininz out the Germans in 1944 finished 
to finances the PUB, after a brief period of sollaboration with 
the Germans, Nordrel gays “we are automstically with those who. 
streteh out’ their hands to us and against those who wish to stamp 
down". "I didn't a with Vontoire But as such wasn't an 


sb agent, but in 1939 when I toured Germany, 1 «as no more 
agent,’ 


“The British arc jmpartial", he cays; “The Americans 
who are salocf from Turerear querre]s can unis’ tand why I » 
eidresning mysclf to them, As fer ac Brittany is concerned I 
ecalinet expect either clesr thinking or justice from the French. 

They pretent thot the Breton Movemcnt is a creation of Germany, tut 
it existed 47 years ago, In 1938, leadera of the Breten 
National Moveuent who were tried by the Frengh had roeetved ro 
help from ebroad, ¢ bate the Gersans, but during the years from 
1940 = 1944 the Germans favoured in Bri tierty the development of 
a magnificient Celtic Culture ovement. Jinse the dibveration 


of France, the French have destroyed everythine the Germans beve 


oe ey 


done and he »ve Lorbidden every ching’, 


ordre] starts in atating that he does not ask the 

USA to support the Breton Uational Zoverent. Ue knows that good 
relations among the Allies are peg gy wack but whet lic doos a 
is to % able to leave a case for, 4 far as “That role is 
Russia going to play?  %o nation 7 intends ruling the Atlantic 
-an be disinterested from the possibilities whish Brittany : 
presents, The Germans wrierstood that and used Brittany for her . 

4 submarine bases. ie es important to Americans | 

ly or leita is See Scent Bye + Disappointed in France 
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= dee om i). 

Rien 3 ry ue en 3B une tres prande sensatio tan 
aadaenae” ui depuis ot cat i a la tete du mouvement netionsliste bretor 
jouissent ‘un incontestable prestige aupre de leur compatriotes, Leurs. 
noms sont intimement lies a celui du Journal Breiz Atao, qui fut une de 
leurs meilleures armes de combat et dont le titre sonne sux creilles du 
peuple breton comme un s] ow bobgges le 29 Juin 1938, F, DEBAUVAIS 

avait «te une premiere fois eondamne a 6 mois de -prison pour propaganda 
par ins bid qur wemente palians Le 14 Dee. de lv meme annee, 0. 
MORDREL et lui etaient a nouveau ointenent pourseuivi s polr la can- 
pagne qu’ils avaient faite en Sep oe wate la guerre pour le rehecul 
contre la volente du le breton “Tis furent seuiienen cur aun on é 
de rrison eta de 1 s emendes, Mordrel benefidia de le lei de sursis 
DEBAUYATS ayant ete ey en prison au recgine des nalfaiteurs n'obtint le 
regime des Gondummes politiques qu’en commencant ln grevede la fain, 
Au cours de la periode de tension qui preceda la guerre, le gouvernement 
francais prit contre le mouvement breton des mesures de "“ourete", Les 
errestetions comuencerent des le 15 Aout,DEBAUVAT: et MOFDREL partioulis 
quent vises per le police durent se rendre a l‘:trenger pour cviter de — 
passer la duree de con ig en prison sinon un-sort plus radical, le 

| seeretaire general du perti, C.laine, gui stalt reste en Bretagne et 

t-=%, ete mobilise a ete en it condanne dernicremant a 4 ans de 


la 
2 


con, sand le moindre motif, sixiplesent pour etre neutrrliss pendant 

durce des hostilites, eis DEBAUVAIS et HOBDITL ne letaient pas 
rendus en pay neutres pour atten4tre pessivement ia fin du drame europern, 
Ils organiserent dans plusieurs etai: voisins de la France des cenire 
d'action, qui ai tfusorent abondanment une “Declerntion” signes de leurs 
deux noms , “en Gate du-25 Oct, 1939, ou on pouvelt lire entry’ autre: 


"Le ahef du Gouvernement Francais o dit dans son discours du 
ue “L’ Alleaagn traitres en 
“un | Sieale pane pg) leur vie 


sos Westone gon aux yeux des 
Franee qui yout retuire a neant notre ys" 


wl pach de on aon’ bulle in le re 
1 te dans toutes es pays ¢ jusqu*en Aneri 
ath mali td copes de 1 as. en 
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Pt gt nd asan ‘dhe a Yolontiers out] 
réente Q dB more a iets ‘eontre W opmeceeur. Elle a fo un 
voile sur leurs dernicrs soubresauts, 
Au cours de la prenlere ac de la eee oar qui a commense 
en 1914, et a pris fin en 1939,les les celt cal tiques ,exoertion ined 
faite de l'Irl fae ote augun role ost-ce avec un certain 
malaise que ie op po vom que a du shat r au fait du du retour de 
l’Irlande parmi les nations libres.Tiafalin ¢ que cette guerre qui is ee 
Classe ae etats neutres,fasse 1' eaintemte demonstration de son 
inde pour gue les fabri uants de eartes se decident a la tein- 
dre d'une autre eouleur que 1’ voisine, 
| Copendant, o° ao meme que lea triouphe des systemes volitiques contres a 
Poris et a aveit pour ¢orrolaire oblige l'eslipse des etats 
celtiques le. ie dood de ln foree ad’ expansion Francaise ot anglaise eat 
suscep tible a ouvrir pour eux un nouvel avenir, 
Ce declin ne fsit aucun doute pour les celtes, quel que soit le poste 
d’ou ils obgervent les avenenents depuis " uss annecs, | 
Les Bretons par exauple,mi cours des XilIle et Mite siesles avaient de 
sespore ad’ cohapper a 1‘ acsinilation donmeat oe apree que 1’ independance 
de Bre etait incompatible avec l' existence d'un etat francais 
fort et qu'tl] n’ etait eu pouvoir de personne de faire de le France un 
etat faible.Aujourd'’ hub que,melles intimenent a la vic en : at ex 


ntent le deconfiture Sy datevae et externe d’un estat n' ew ow 
Ll’ omtere de co qu'il int eutrufoiz, ils ont rerris eur 


destin,L’ espoir poix ae Sindeyendanes bretenie qui semblait stopique. on 
Bretags il y a cinquante ang, est devenu un sentiment repandu, solide 
raisonne,I1] a pour assiette la ocarti tude que ln Trance 4epouplee , sens 
Vitalite et desoruais sant miesion,z-Ta vainoue tot ou tard et clindnae 
comme puissance de prenmivr pe 
Sn Irlende,et a un certain a en Galiee et er Ecoepe,la croyanee en 
ie. deereps tate Witennieus ¢s un article de foi, Les.combattants de 
1'I RaA, tablont sur un suctes definité? cui retsblira une Irlande 
fice,enfin totalement independante de 1' Liwletanre pecononiquement, | 
erenent et edlitaircucnts 
Ti est evident que pus plus qu‘une Bretagne libre,uno Irlende litre fen 
realite et non pas en titre) a’ est tolerable ron we wi etat angleis stu — 
esd fe sa poqurd teu voit a apne et insaloulable que 
yo bre quropeen je retour des Fouplen: 
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eceaie pays s totalisent- 
de 15 millions “Iflonaee, d'une sante saaals 
intellestuelle et eonnus comme des soldats nes. 
Ya au combat come la riviere s la ner” peut a’ 
pd ny RR chas:08 de ches le ui~ 
L tenixr compte du que, chas: 28 eux pe ; 
e lL’ erpression anglais 9s miliions i irlondeds 
et + palenent ont poe Pg vo neg nfl entier ou ils 
ont ¢onstitue en mainte endroits des. minoritees recon aissablos ot vie 
vaces.Los. Irlande-\mericains sont evalues a 8 ow 10 millions,la uel tie 
de la population de la New-Zealand est irlandaise,I1 est a prevoir au’ 
avec lu renaissance des anclennes wares patrics,le conselence celtique 
gonnaitra aussi tin reveil av dela des nors,le celtisme est un fait none 
dial en pulssenes, : 
Mais tout cela ost peu on comparaison de la valuer strategique. des a 
toutes les mors de l'atlantique = Nord,Scapo-Tlew est en ecosse,la fT 
ect aw ppuyee sur le Cormrall ot l'Irlende du Sud varrouille 1s lisndhe, 
ot hl, posseds la plus parfaite rade de l’ancien continent,cst ~— 
ent ouvert mr toutes les routes maritines de iy ale 
ford ¥ vers 1’ Asioe,1' Afrique «et l’Amerique, qui ¢contournent a portee ny 
canon 1'Ile a’ ousssant, 7 Irlando est Ia "premiere etare des avions 
trans-oosantques. 
Vis a Yin de le France ot de l'Angleterre les raya celtiques oceupant 
les positions avec quelque raison ctre juge un pou be etge elles 
apperaissent m 1'Oo%] goume des ovidenges ge phiques 
de Yoriteables commandenanta naturels, gu un jour out l'autre ieiven 
e'imposer a i’attention et influencer les dev: loppoments polit or 
Il est en eZfet inowi que,par suite de in confiscation qu'en on faite 
a leur profit les states anglais ot Franeaisdes pays sitet des situation 
pon re ly ausei formidablies que 1’ Irlande ou ln Bretegne, alent ste 
retranches de la vie europeene -active, C'est un non-cens *eontxro léquel 
ry Sade cotati i tg les Celta nalgre 
Wi au co est permis Ey peti ytieg 8 yarl 
tout ce. quo l'on « feit pour cola ne sont pa dafiniront par 
eubitionner vi vivre pour eux memes, o' cat 1s vou. 
ples ot - eee d‘ une sates oppression et ue sont nN ouels a 


MARGIN. 


IN THIS 


z 
ta 
: 
Wd 
m 
2 
O 
Z 
5 
Z 


a 


(8 57758/255/27) 


Pg 
ol | Dear Chancery, 


We have received from Rome 
@ long Paychological Warfare 
Branch report on Olier Mordrel, 
the leader of the Breton Home 
Rule Movement. 


2+ As the report is so long 
and no spare copy Was Sent us, 
we do not propose to reg | it to you 
° 


unless you desire us to B00 
Yours ever, 


Western Department. 


British Enbassy, 
Paris. 
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x Resisiry 2, 7834/255/17. 


TELEGRAM FROM Mr. 
Duff Cooper, Paris. 


No. 42/7 saving. 


in Registry | 1945. 


ZZ: PFPrance,. 


ee 


FOVE ‘i nen amc V Cc ’ -overnme ; 


Refers to Paris despatch No. 681 
(Z 7691/255/17) and reports press statement 
concerning reference to the "Gentleman's Agreement" 
made by M. Peyrouton when he appeared before a 
member of the Examining Commission of the High 
Court of Justice, 


Last Paper. 
278 27641) 


References. 


(How disposed, of.) 


| (Action 
- comp eted.) 


(Minutes.) 


223 


(EN CLAIR) DEPARTMENTAL NOs 2. 


FROM P FO 


Mr. Duff C . De 29th June, 19465. 
Oo . SA * 


uns, 1945. Re 11.40. aem. 30th June 
Repeated to Washington No. 16 Saving. 


Ub Yon. 
iy despatch No. 681. & 2OG¢ / 255A 


Press Of 29th June states that alleged "Gentleman' s 
Agreement" between His 


Majesty's Government and Vichy was 
referred to by Peyrouten when he appeared 


| "ed before a member 
of Examining Commission of High Court of Justice. 


_ Peyrouton, who was at the time Minister of the Interior, 


Gd that he had been informed of Rougier’s unofficial 

| negotiations, but that t were never brought up at the 
| Council of Ministers. er 1940 the discussions became 
Official and were undertaken by the Minister Jacques 
Chevalier with a “high British personality". No. 
agreement was signed. It was simply a "gentleman's 


agreement" whose provisions were in fact observed. 


77h / 1/5. 


in Registrg@na July ,1945. 
Z : France. 


OP Re ew _— Se" > 


avel.a fo : t ‘i: 


‘ers to‘Foreign Office despatch No.1049 of the 
3 (2 5550/255/17) and transmits copy of | 

iff Cooper's note No.485 of ‘the. 27th to 
ieur Bidault, with enclosures regarding the trial 


of General Dentz. ) | 


Last Paper. 


“OS 3¢ ( <S% 


References. 


How disposed of.) 


(Minutes. 


GPs. _ 


HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.of S. for F.A-, | 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British 


Reference to previous sortgepencence ; 
F.O. despatch No. 1049 of the 18th June, 1945. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


To: Minister for Case of General Dentze 
Foreign Affairs, 
(with enclosures) | 


Dated: 27th June, 1945) 
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entirely. 


Se ae they ecetveh to be thele acu te | their 
Government. 


There can therefore be no csinsidiihia of General 
DENTZ or any other military or civilian official 
being condemned to death or to any other penalty. 


The High Commissioner, his staff, all French 


officers, and all service sonnel who do not wish. 


to remain will be repatriated as and when possibis. 


Negotiations for a cessation of hostilities to 
be carried on between General Sir Henry MAITLAND 


WILSON (representing the Commander in Chief) and 
representatives of General DENTZ. 


Hostilities to cease at once and all the 


compliments of war will be accorded to the military 
forces. 
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‘HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 4 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.8.of 8. for PAs, 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


F.O. despatch Noe 1049 of the 18th June, 1945. 


Description of Enclosure. 


- 


Name and Date. Subject. 


To: Minister for Case of General Dentz. 


Foreign Affairs, 
(with enclosures) 


Dated: 27th June, 1945. 
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serrish-meae— E 
237/1T/AS. PARTS 2.34 
No, 708. 5th July, 1945. 


; > 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to you herewith photostatic copies of an 
Abwehr III file recovered by Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force 
from the German Heeresarchiv at Blankenberg in the Harz Mountains. Copies have 


also been sent by S.H.A.E,F. to the French Government and the United States 
Embassy in Paris. 


2, The following is a brief summary of the most important documents on the 
file, which is dated March 19,3. 


A telegram from Abwehr III reporting that Laval is of the opinion 
that Pétain has acted in agreement with Darlan and remains in contact with 
Giraud and the Americans while refusing to negotiate with the English and De 
Gaulle. Laval also maintains that there is talk in Petain's personal entourage 
of his flight to North Africa. (Paper 1). 


A report from Abetz of a conversation with Laval in which Laval agrees 
to the posting of German police in the Hotel du Pare and says that he will 
convince the Marshal that he, Laval, requested them for his own protection. 


(Paper 11). ore, 


A report from Krug, German Consil at Vichy, to the German Foreign 
Office, reporting a conversation with Romier, a member of the Vichy Government, 
who was reported to have great influence over the Marshal. Romier confirms 
that there seems to be no clear pretext for Pétain's request to visit his 
estate at Villeneuve, near Cannes. (The Germans had refused him permission to 
go). Romier declared that Péetain continued to regard himself as the father of 
the French people to which Krug replied that given present conditions in North 
Africa, such a conception of fatherhood might conceal the greatest political 
dangers, Romier agreed that the Marshal should be closely watched. Romier then 
raised the possibility of peace negotiations between France and Germany which he 
claimed would precipitate a Cabinet crisis in England, since it would give the 
Conservatives - long discontented with Churchill's policy - a chance to cut 
adrift from Churchill. Romer mentioned the name of Sir Samual Hoare and Krug 
concluded that discussions had been going on through intermediaries between 
Péetain and Sir Hoare. (Paper 45>, ly.) 


Oberg, Gestapo Commander in France reported in March 1943 that he had 
inspected the arrangements for guarding the Marshal and the air field at Vichy. 
He reported that there were two companies of police on the air field and that 
in the district there were available four other companies with motorised detach- 
ments. Twenty men of the German security police patrolled outside the Hotel du > 
Pare at night and an observation post overlooking the back of the hotel was 
permanently manned, (Paper +6}. Is) 


In March 1943, the Marshal objected to the reinforcement of his own 
guard by German police and threatened to leave the Hotel du Pare if German police 
were stationed there, Finally it was agreed that they should only be there 


during the day. (Paper 18). 


3, It seems likely that these papers may serve as valuable evidence in Marshal 

Pétain's defence, since they might help him to prove that since early 1943 he had 
been a prisoner of the Germans, and had thus been prevented from escaping to 
North Africa. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


> 
Your most o ent, humble Servant, 
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Abechrift. | iN / 
Ausw,Amt Pol II 1153 g vem 23.3.1 “a 


Die Deutsche Betechaft in Paris drahtet am 19. felgendess 


"Prisident Laval hat Zweigstelle Vichy am 17.Mirz nitgeteilt, dass _ 
ine gelungen sei, die Zus timmung des Marschalls dazu su erlangen, dues 
retinliche Garde des Marschalls nunmehr Lavals Befehlsheheit 
ubkbpstéit owls: 1 egen mache der Marschall nach: wie ‘ver: Schwierig- 


—— 


— ae «fe «ee 


ke iter. wegen ter, A e deutscher Pelizeibeamter in die Wache des 
9p ce habe erkil&rt, dass er das Hotel du, Parc 


| LZ wen Prisident Laval deutsche Polizeibeamte dert 
sta@ieniere. 


Nach Auskunft der Dienststelle des HUheren SS- und Peliseiftihrers vem 
Vermitteag des 19.Murcz ist jedech inzwischen folgende: LSsung gefunden 
werden: Der Marschall ist damit @inverstanden, dass tagstiber swei | 
deutsche Pelizeibeamter im Hetel du Pare stationiert sind, die jedech 
nachts nicht dert bleiben soilen. Plir die Sicherheits nachts prtift .” 
Hohere SS- und Polizeifiihrer mit Gen.Sekr.Bousquet die MtUglichkeiten 


einer Busseren Sicherung um das Hotel herua. " 
dD.W. ! ® 
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Amt dus land/Abwehr 30. 3. 1943 
Ag Ausland Nr. 627/43 gkdes. Il A 5 (3.Ang.) 
2 Ausfertiguagen 
. « . Ausfertigung 
Abschriftlich an 
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‘gewieses Verst¥ndnis fiir den deutschen Standpunkt durchblicken. Ich 


‘Dbeamte nun wiederum im Parkhetecl statieniert werden. 


Pltiehten welle, ftir ganz unbegriinget hal lte, er glaube Marschall sini- | 


Abschrift. 
Ausw,Apt Pol TI 1154 @ vem 24.3.3 
Die Dt.Betschaft Paris’ drahtet am 194331943: 
seseabeaenes sere Struve meldet aus Vichy: 
A ) Geregentiich Unterredung mit Menetrel kam Gespritich auf die Fuge 

oh: t Marschalis. Menetrel liess jedenfalls nach aussen hin 

hatte dem Eindruck, dass Marschall sich mit Fingliederung deutscher 
Pelizeibeamten in cdie Bewhchumg Park—Hotel nunmehr abfindet. 
Wie deutsche Pelizeid delegation meldet, sind zwei deutsche Polizei- 


22)" Hatte liingere Ur@rhaltune mit Admiral Platon, der unterstrich, 
dass die Verweigerung Reiss nech Villeneuvs auch eth as wenige Tace 


Marechall dusserstshwherzlich gewesen attr bat, klart, 

dass ein Erholungsurlaub an einem anderen Ort ae eh. nthalt in 
seinem. eigenen Hause ersetzen kinne. bei. sict 3am) Bich wirk- 
lich ausruhen. Ven diesem Standpunkt sé« ror adpubringen 


. b 
ewesei. Admiral Platen sprach dann mit wh» eanadts ,von den 
schen Seftirchtungen ftir die Sicherhis.Mezsereasi=:" gte jedech 
himsyy dase er eine etwaige Besorgnis, 3b Ger farechal! nach Afrike 


rege pe su kemnen und habe auch Gelegenheit gehabt, in der le. en 
it seinen Gedankenguingen zu felse:.. Er glaube mit Becstimmtheit sagen 


gu kOmnen, dass Marschall in kKeiner Weise an eine Plucht nach Afrika 


denke. Er hitte Frankreich 1940 nicht verlassen und wiirde es auch . . 
heute nicht im Stich lassen. " _ 
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Auaw.Amt Pel II 1163 g¢ vom 24.30% 
Die Dt Betschaft Paris berichtet am 22.%3.43:3 


" Bei heutiger Besprechung mit Brigadceftihrer Oberg teilte er mir mit, 
dass er am 25.MArz nach Vichy fahren werde, um an Ort und Stelle 
nechmais zu priifen, eb die inzwischen vom SD-Konmmande durchgefiihrte 
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Plugplatz Vichy inzwischen mit 2 Kempanien Pelixsi belegt wurde, und 
dass ir. der Umgebung von Vichy in einer Fntfernung von 9-20 km weitere) 
4 Kempanien Polizei untergebracht sind. 


Ven diesen Kempanien sind moterisierte Einsetzkommandoes stindig abruf-§ 
bereit, um auf funktelegrafische Weisung von 3%3—Hauptsturmfiihrer ? 
Geisler jederzeit einzsugreifen. 


Weitere Bericht folgt nach Riickkehr von Brigadeftihnrer Oberg. " 


- 11) SO act? Schleier. 
SHohetnre tron! Lane 
Amt Ausland/Abwehr | 30. 3. 1943 
Ag Ausland Nr. 627/43 gekdes {I A 5 (4. Ang.) 
| , me 2 ang te Pt gunn 
Abschriftlich an Nes . Chef Abw I 2+ Ausfertigung 
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ao th AReP Amt Pol 21.1250 ¢ yom 50nd 4453 
Aoy ote; S Die’ Deiitstne' Botschatt Paris berichtet am 27.53.43: 


wy Wa tte heute Unterredung mit Brigadefiihrer Oberg, der von eeitier Reise 

neca wien Aine gurlickgekehrt ist. Wie bereits gemeldet, liegen um Vichy 
ins@esant' 2 Bolicedihatailione, die, wie folgt verteilt or a 
ompanier. auf Plugplatz Vichy in Cannat und in Thiers, je 1 Komp. 
t. Fa lisse und in St. Pourcain. 


Yorn jeder dieser Kompanien sind adie Unterftihrer zu sotorisierte: Jazd- 
kommandos gusamienc@fasst, mit Personenkreftwagen ausgeriistet und 

: n-der Punkstation urtergebracht. Im Falle, dass Gefahr im Ferzuzge 
is » gibt Hauptsturmfthrer Geisler von Vichy aus auf Funkweg Alarm und 
be, in Richtung welcher Gusirate sich eine beabsichtirte Fiucht 
wet. Die motorisierten Kogmandos werden alsdann sofort eingesetzt 
“und beztehen festgeleczte PLES sur Bildung Strassensperren. 


In Vichy sejdst defirden 3} ich stiindig 2 ingehérige ics Tommandos Geiesle 
im wtel dw. Pare, wo Prisident Laval seine Biir6és hat. 


ae Nachts wird das Gelande uh: 4as Hétea | Pare von insgeeamt 20 Mann 
: Sicherheitspolizei (einschi. de® nd 


Im Begleitkommando des Marechalls» de gelrne frans. 
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“ aa’ | eee ae -2 


’ 
?. A es . ————— , 
= a 0 RS FE ete Me ver oe 


o oa 


Brigade Piihrer Oberg hat Anweisung gegeben, dass Geider einen st#hdi 
Beobac:a2.55,oc ven in einen daus einrichtet, das in einer Strasse: ge 
ist, Oo sich die Riickfront des HOtel du Pare mit einer Autoausfahrt 
bvefindet. | 


Brigadiefiihrer Overg ist veiterhin bemiiht, die Uberwachung: ies Marschalls 
nach sjeglicnkeit gu vervolixotuaen. * . 
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Gcigscon, Zurseit findew aur eine on chrichte 


ou on Sicherheitsnol sei und deo SD 


otatte 
bwohrlei totelle Pronkre iob = von 


at. nel/: har~4 bt ..be Lil 


cw *-@ 


L3e'a2ie® 


ro htseitic cu erfihrone | 


De Ke e GNFOgeN, daso,nit Ruekeicht suf be <- 


Sey at aly wird bel A,. 
ne o elise’ or 16) 
den persUalichen Sotmats dee Jicregh: _ an 6 ween rea lohes | fiir 


Gesaut wird. und des PYas TeWten Lavar 

Reichs foherheitshaup tant { G peafihror aaa lot unterr | 
Sn ee a TS hit an ‘Po “439 —_ —— < 
a vor r Pluchtverouch 
trans 1 tigo: arech lio P6tain und 

_ In <auttracet- 


£FeCZ. 


e’siesis 


sr’ Saigia 


—_ 


Ok w 


Bentivegni, 


\Vor Pla Ag Ausl mit der Bitte um Mitprtifung 
gen weiteren Veranlassung Abe III C 


Nagh, Aptaabs, xtritck an: pem— ae, he 


Haus Stockw. 


50 000. ORB 1. 41. 


hd“ 


Fernschreibstelle Ausl/Abw/Chi 6-); 


—______EeeeseEsesseeeeee___ lee 


angenommen: ce abgereben; 


durch —— a : _ — durch 2. 


an . 


—s - —_—_—_—_——_— 


Fernschreiben: 


Dringlichkeite- DURCH GEHEIMSCHREIBER! 4 Ausfertigungen 
$ vermerk: An. A. Austervigung. 


A . - — - — 


| WFSt/ VO/ Ausl 


1.) Die Uberwachung des Marschalls Pétein und der franz eRegierungs— 
_ Ck reise in Vichy ist Avfeabe des Hékheren S65 : 


2.) Die zeitweise durchgefiihrte persdénliche Uberwachung des Mar - 
schalls Pétain wurde auf Einspruch der franz.Regierung fallen- 
gelgssen. Zurzeit findet nur eine nachrichtendienstliche Uber - 


wachung vonseiten der deutschen Sicherheitspolizei und des SD 
statt. 


Abwehrleitstelle Frankreich ist von Amt Ausl/Abw/Abt Abw III 
angewiesen,_ebenfeiis aites 2u tun, um etwaige Fiucntpirarne — 
rechtzeitig zu erfahren. 

3.) Amt Ausl/Abw wird bei A. A. anregen, dass,mit Riicksicht auf be - 
stehende Attentatspline’ ‘von der franz. Regierung gefordert wird, 
dass deutsche Polizei in das franz. Polizeipersonal, welches fiir 
den personlichen Sch des WarschsallisArerantwo sh ist ein- 


cebaut wird. iA tit Apel 
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Reichssicherheitshauptamt ( Gruppenfihrer Miiller) ist unterrichtet , 
da die Moz ’ pesteh jJasa @¢ ’ ase Ho prunc_an di BNZe 


ROgsOTung ein vorzeitiger Fluchtversuch des Marscha lls Pétain end 
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Berlin, den 15. Marz 


Betr.: 4ngelegenheit Marschall P@&@ tain 12,05 Uhr. 


Oberst Jacobsen teilt mit, da&8 der Amtschef dem 
Vorschlage nicht zugestimmt hat. 

Die Ziff. 3 des F.S. an WFSt/VO/Ausl ist daher zu streichen. 
er AuBerdem muB diese Anregung beim Auswartigen Amt zuriickgezogen 
und das RSHA,. entsprechend verstindigt werden, 


Daraufhin Folgendes veranlaBt: 


1. 


Ce 


Dringende Anmeldung eines Gespr&chs an Wolfsschanze, 
Oberst Krummacher., 

12,10 Uhr Leg.Rat ve Grothe mitgeteilt, da8 OKW 
diese Anregung hiermit zuriicknimmt. Leg.sRat v.Grothe hat 
in dieser Angelegenheit noch nichts veranlaBt. 


3. Da Ob.Reg. Rat Huppenkothen z.Zte nicht er- 


pon we wr 


reichbar, Krim.Rat Lange, RSHA, gebeten, Ob.Reg.Rat 
Huppenkothen zu unterrichten, daBO K W die Anregung nicht 
gibt. Auf Frage nach Begriindung zum Ausdruck gebracht, 
da8 diese MaSmahmen ganz dem Reichsfiihrer SS iiberlassen 
wirden. | 
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2.) Die zeitweise durchgefiihrte persdnliche Uberwachung des Mar- 


schalls Pétain wurde auf Linspruch der franz.lRegierung fallen- 


gelassen, Zurzeit findet nur eine nachrichtendienstliche Uber- 
wachung vonseiten der’ deutschen Sicherheitspolizei und des SD 
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rechtzeitig zu erfahren. 
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Abschrift. 17 


Ausw.Amt Pol It 1055 vom 15.43.1943: 


Die Deutsche Botschaft Paris drahtet am 15.3.: 


" Weisunhgsgemiiss Priisidenten Laval Freitag mittag nochmals Reiseabsicht 
Marschalls Pétain gesprochen, wobei ich aus deutscher Verwunderung, dase 
derartige Wiinache nach friihgrer Ablehnung nochmals vorgebracht wurden, 
kein Hehl machte. Es besteht kein Zweifel, dass Céte d'Azur Kriegsgebiet 
sei. Dieses diirfe auch von keiner anderen prominenten franztsischen 
Perstnlichkeit betreten werden. 


@ Nach Kenntnisnahme beatiitigte mir Laval offiziell, dass wir uns darauf 
verlassen kinnten, kiinftig von ihm perstnlich von etwaigen Reiseabsichten 
Pétains uterrichtet su werden. Hatte vor meinem Besuch anderhalbbtiindige 
Unterredung mit Marechall, die nach seinen Angaben befriedigenmd verlaufen 
sei..und bei der Marschall auf Reisewlinsche nicht wieder surtickgekommen 
sei. Dagegen hatte ihn Pétain auf angeblich falsohe Auslegung seiner 
bekannt gewordenen Ausserungen tiber letzte Giraud~-Rede angesprochen. 
Marschall behauptet jetzt gesagt zu haben, Girauds Rede sei nicht cut, 
sondern ihrer Gite wegen gefuhriich. 


Habe Laval nochmals nachdrticklichst darauf hingewiesen, vor dllem 
Umgebung Marschalls mit wachsamen Misstrauen zu v erfolgen. Raval fusserte 
sich, dass er in Aussicht genommene Regierungsumbildung zum Anlass von 
a in Kabinett Marschalis nehmen wolle, selbstverstindlich 
dureh Ersetzung General Campets, eventuell Lavagnes. Jeder greifbare 
Anhaltepunkt tiber etwaige Verbindungen des Hauses Pétain mit Algier oder 
Rabat kinnte seine Aufgabe wesentlich erleichtern und wiirde auch Marschall 
von Notwendigkeit S&uberung seiner Umgebung libergeugen. Anrege in dieser 
Hinsicht direkte Uberwachung fransiisischer Emigrantennester in der Schwds 
(Dumoulin), in Lissabon (Baraduc), in Madrid (Pucheu) und Tanger (Leva- 
stre). Faden scheint vor allem zu Dumoulin und Pucheu zu laufen. -—- 


—- LS Ee i eel? ee Ge rere Gat «© 


Ich fahre mit Brigadeftihrer Oberg heute morgen nach Nevers, wo wir uns 
mit Présidenten Laval und Generalsekretiir Bousquet Begen Mittag treffen 


werden gur Ausflihrung der Weisung gem. Drahterlass vom 13.3. " 


Ausw. Amt Pol If 1054 g¢ Wom 15.35.1945: 
Die Deutsche Botschaft Paris drahtet am 1%.3%3.: 


Heute nachmittag hat in der Prifektur von Nevers die Besprechung mit 
Prisidenten Laval und GeneralsekretHr Bousquet gemeinsam mit 3SS-Bricade- 


prisi dm 


fiihnyer Oberg stattgefunden. 


~2- 
Priisident Laval seigte Verstiindnis fiir di¢ vond eutecher Seite 


vorgebrachte Porderung, bat jedoch mit Riicksicht auf die Empfind- 
liehkeit des Marschalls und auf die bei Bekanntwerden zu erwartende 
Reaktion der Uffentlichén Meitming und ‘der ausllndischen ‘Propaganda, , 
in mUglichst diekreter uhd vorstohtiger Weise vorsugehen, da es 
sonst su einer Krise kommen ktnnte, die auch nicht in unserem et 
Interesse liegen wirde. Gendralsekrettr Bousquet wies bésonders 
darauf hin, dass die bisherige Zivilwache des Marschalls, die sich 
aus Beamten der Pariser PolizeiprifektuY susammensetzst, und die 
uniformierte Vache der Gendarmerie Nationale der Veisungsgewalt 

der Umgebung des Marschalis entsogen und ihm als Generalsekretir 

ftix die Polisei anvertraut werden olisste. Es wiirden elsdann sowohl 

in der Leitung wie auch in der Zusammensetzung der Schutswache 
diejenigen Anderungen vorgenommen, die aus ziviler und ‘uniformier 
ter Wache ein zuverluissiges InstRument machen wiirden, das guoh 
night eines Tages 2u einer Gefahr flir den Prisidenten Laval werden 
kUnnte. Prisident Laval willigte ein, dass abd sofort, ash. praktisch 
ab Sonntag vormittag, sténdig zwei Beamte des unter Pihrung des 
SS-HauptetummBthrers Geissler stehenden SD-Kommandos Vichy in 

einem Biiro des Hitel du Park stiindig anwesend sind. Als Biire wird 
ein Zimmer auf dem gleichen Stookwerk und neben den Riumen des 
Prisidenten Laval gewHhlt, wiihrend sich die Riume des Marschalls 
Pétain ein Stockwerk hther befinden. 


© prisiaent Laval will, um suniichst Schwierigkeiten beim Marschall zu 
vermeiden, diese Wache als fiir seinen eigenen Schutz vorgesehen 
beseichnen, hofft aber auch die Zustimmung des Marschalis zur FEin- 
fiigung von den in Zivil diensttuenden Beamten des SD in die umszu- 
bauende Schutzwache des Marschalis zu finden. 


Es ist gestern in Vichy ein Jude verhaftet worden, der versuchte, 
unter falschem Namen zu Président Laval vorzudringen. 


Durch Meldung einer Privatperson wurde bekannt, dass in der Pamilie 
éieses Juden drohende Reden gehalten wurden, die sich gegen den 
Prisidenten richteten. - Diesen Yorfall, iiber den Prisident Laval 
bereits gestern Abend mit Marschall Pétain gesprochen hat, will 
Laval benutzen, um die Zustimmung des Marschalls zu den neuen 
Sicherheitsmassnahmen zu erreichen. 


$S-Hauptstummfiinrer Geissler wird im Laufe des Sonntagsvormittag 
den Dienst von swei Beamten einrichten. infang@ 
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awed fagen sichtlich nepubiec’ habe. Yor Marschall 


wird sur Zeit von Reigepiinen nicht geeprochen. Man 2 
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Hatte. Manto luingere §useprache mit. vefreundétem 
Staatsminister Romier, der sich nach langer-. 3 
‘Krankheit fie sei Tage Viohy aufhaélt. und wéhrend 
ganzen gestrigen Tages mit Warechgll Patain 4% 
wae | Bees gesprochen hatte. Romier, dessen gins tiger Bin- . 
Bee eer Pte fluss auf Pétein’ bekannt ist, erklarte im rechten . 

Augenblick ‘Vichy gekomnen, 24 pein, da er. Barechell 
‘ unter Rinflusa seiner Umgebang vwOllig irritiert . 
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habe, und erklirte wirtlich, dass Anwesenhe it Pétaing im 6 
‘Afrika auch Sbergang Legitimitét’ dorthin bedeyten ‘wirde, | : 
Hiermit wurden Fluchtabsichten Pétains in diplomats 
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